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"ACH, THIS IS IT": HITLAR

Apr 18(4NS )—4dolph Hitler, calling for
o death stond,- announced Mondey night
thot the Third ¥White Russian Army hed
spened its final all out offonsive
ageinst Berlin. 4s he spoke, the thun~-
der of 1,000 Russinan guns shook the
Nazi crpital and Sovist troops won high
! ground only 23 mileés cway. Borlin ro=-
2orts indicated thnt four Red armics

' with porhops 2,000,000 men were on the
nove, :

Unofficinl reports to the Sovich
press alsc hinted that the long awaited
offensive had begun. Soviet historian
Bugene Tarle, in a tolk over Moscow
Radio, said the: pttﬂck on Berlin had
been opened, from the oast and west.
The Red Army was reportod moking stoend)
progress cost of Berlin, It hos over—
come great cheoins of snti-tonk defenses
and an claborate system of underground
defenses, This inilo-ted the opening
phase of the final offensive,
the BEFTSA"h.SHE R RRSC.PAACTHYRS
day. The Second Ukraine Army capturc
Zistoerdorf, justrion oil producing cen-

zomeryts comuond advanced 18 miles on a ter twonty six milos northonst of Vienn:
SO mi{b front southsest of Bremen., The: Othor Soviot forces wore pushing up the
.ecut the last reil line botween Bromen i.d road to Bruean in Czechoslovekia ‘and on
tho traffic hub of Soltou, In Hollend, | S9Pirate fronts toward Ling and Graz,
trepped and dcsperatc Germons breached AS'LﬂG.nmerlCQn Ninth Army push9s .
the dikes holding back the Zuider Zee. £ b @ll?s}WOSt ?f Boridn, tha? eapabal

Neor the itlontie coast, Goneral foces imminent scige from two sides.

(Cont'd on Peoge TWO)
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U.S. NINTH FIGIITS B.CK ,CROSS .ILB.:

fpr 18(4NS)==ifter thoy hoad been pushod
bacl: into the dlbe River with heavy losses

© lwerican tanks and troops ¢f the Ninth
Arry battered their way back to the east
bonk -and fought five miles beyond the
river, Other Ninth Arny forces burst
geross the river forther north ot Hevel-
bongy only 45 miles northwest of Borlin
ond 94 miles from thg Sovict lincs, -

Third Arny tanks and infontry laid
sicge to Chemnitz, battled seven miles
from the Czech border snd thrust a stac’.
‘fist within thirty milcs of Drosden. Tho
Third is now 85 milos from the Red Army.

Forty thous:nd German troops are
defending Liepzig ageinst the Americean
First Army. The U.S, First hamuered up
to scwon miles south of the groat fortres
which hos been swollen by onc m:Lll:Lon re~

‘fugucs.

Nuernberg, sccond largost Bavarian
c¢ity and former Nazi convention centor,
was investod with Seventh Army troops.
They were fighting in Nuernberg!s straets
2foor enpturing Louf, cight miles to the
north,

British troops of Marshal Mont-
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DONUTERS R&ACH 30,000 MaRK SOUVAIR

by B. Freocdman
Bring 1n) all the materials fro ;
Loyte with the foresight born of » bnttl

Scrvice bompﬂn% of the 382nd Infontry
wore ready by the third doy of this cam-

poign to deliver donuts and coffee to
the fighters 'zt the front every day. Up
to now, some 30,000 donuts and 1500 gal-
lons of coffec have been served from
their "Domut Dugout" and token by them
to the lines.

They have porfocted thelr procedurc .
by now cnd got the welcomed items rondy
to leave their interesting CP by 1300
cach day. During the wet cold nights
of the first offensive here the doughfaat
really knew who wos backing thom up. The
wmes of £11 the men involved in the
fholescle cooliing were given to the war
correspondents ond o story went to ecach
of their homo-town popers through the
Public Reolotions Office of the Deadeyes.

The perils that lie in wait for con=-
firmed souvenir hunters sore graphically
‘1llustrated by the recent cxpericnce cn-
countered by T/ 5 Clayton 151im" Noilson
°nd T/k Melvin Moors, both of C Btry,

<2nd Fi Bn.

During a tour of the battalion sresm,
Neilsen accompanied by Moore, camc across

cave just inside thoe cntrance of which
~could be sosn o woven straw suitcasc.

Despite the fact that the entrance
was =n opening only large enough to per-
ait & men to crawl through, "Slim" was
detormined upon examining the suitcase.
He stonds well over six foot, so it was
with difficulty that he squeaezed his way
in. MNoors, mennwhile, romcincd outside
and waited,

Slim had just gzo**n to his foct in-
side and was about to open the suitceasc.
Suddenly from - drrk corncr of the cove

Jop soldicr 1o“yed up o himy 9
ivt guu a yell, "There's n Jdnp insidel"

ang on 21l fours 1lit for tho outside
closcly followed by the Jop who cmerged
vith upreised srms,

islerted by Neilsen's warning shout,
Moors wias roady. Ho never wavered. Sus-
I 'pecting the advancing Jup of treschery ho
i Lercd his carbinc point-blank at him dis-
* sharging nine rounds, onc after the other
.into his body.

4 subscguent scorch of the desd sol-
dier produced o Jap flag and throc medals
.~ ridently connoting thre. campaigns. Tho
suitease contained old regs - and nothing
clsec,

"Slim" Ncilsen has a prediliction
for finding cxcitcoment wherever he goes.
Not long ngo, 28 a mcmber of 2 Forward
dbscrver party, he slept onc night in a
eavo ot the front, Only later, did he
loorn that he had beon slecping atop an
| anti-porsonncl ming,

LOSI
8" color photogroph of a womnn
In watsrproof wroapping. ilso

&y mementos of home this
A 1

and b 'by .
beby!s shoc.

4

guldl o enrricd. 382nd Inf,
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UASTARN FRONT: (Cont'd from Page One)
Jocques LeClerc's French Sccond Armored
Division coptured Royan in 2 drive up the
Gironde dstunry, The French forees are
sttampbing t5 free the Nezi held port of
Borderux,

With 4illisd foreces besieging Berlin,
Dresden, Liepzig o~nd Bramen, the oversl.
picturc wos one of tonks nnd men ossouitsn
ing  lorge, iszloted resistnrnca pockets
where Nazi commonders intond to fight ¢
the lost men, The Negis were holing up
in onc »f Germcny's last mojor citiocs,

BURNING TORYO RAIDAD 4GuIN

hpr 12(aNS)-=Superfortresses’ on pril 17
blastod six enemy aireraft staging basas
orn the Jopanese heme islond of Kyushu,
following destruction of at loazst 204 Jap
plones in yesterday's all=doy bottle in
the skics batween Okinawa ~nd Kyushu. 4
large force of B=29's swept, out from br-0s
agoinst six airficlds at Kaonoyes, Basu Ean-
oya, Izuni, Kokubu,and Nitagnhora at the
gouthiern end of Kyushu.

/P stated thot "unlike théir fire
cttoeks of Saturdny ond Mondoy when B-29's
hit industricl ereas in and around Toky.,
todey's attockers loosed demolition bumbs
on Vnamy adr dnstelleobicons, A backieal
campnrign to knock out Kyushu's girficlds
was lounched Sunday by corrier planes when
they destroyed 87 enamy plones. Carrier

fighters struck sgnin Mondny destroying
22 onemy aireraft.  They were followed
by ancther sweop of Iwo based Armmy Mus~
tangs. Results of the strilke are not ot
Yeycilable,

L conflogrotion visible from more
thon 100 miles ot sen raged in Tokyo Mor-
doy f:llowing the Saturdey B-2G firc ot-
togk. The fires from that citack were
still blazing when Mbondoy's raiders roared
in, 27 square milcs of Tokyo had been
devastoted., 20th iir ®orce said 11 of
our gicnt bombers ore missing, but odded
thot some of them mey turn up loter. B--5
stoff cfficors ot Guom belicve they can
bring oll Tokyo wer production to ¢ staond-
still, :

| at the

OKINAWA PICTURE

ST.TASIDA Lais RaL4.SdAS

fmericon invasion of Ie Island ju
off the kotobu Poninsuls on Okinawa we
made ngoinst initinlly light oppositior
which stiffenod as ths Yonks drove ine-
land, Most of tho island has been so-
cured., It is only sbout five miles
long and over two miles wide, Twenty
Fourth Army Corps units have already
*imdth"ﬂmrship“tﬁhldwﬁm
runways up to 5,110 feet. Ieo Islend i:
important because Americen seizurc of
its 2irficld will provide a bomber bas.
for operations agrinst Japan. Amoricar
invaders of the island stated that the
estimnted 1,000 man Japonesc garrison
was virtually encircled on the heights
southern corner of the island,
There was clmost no change in pos:
tions along the southorn sector of
Okinawn, where the artillery carricd
¢ burden of pctivity. On the northes
sector, the lorines pushed stendily
northward, at the same time reducing
risistonce on Motobu Peninsul~, The
Leathernecks of the Sixth Marine Divi-
sion enveloped the pocket of 1,800 to
L,SOO Jf"p,‘.ﬂpa\, 2 “'+ ~bu P-aninsula.
JAPS TRY ,4RT.L STRIKG
Jopancse air power took another
heavy defent yesterday with the loss
204 planes in its third unsuccessful
attampt in three doys to hurl a large
cerial armada against Amerdicnn shippin
and nmphibious forees ot Okinswn. UP
correspondent Fronk Tromaine staoted,
"Bl-zing bettles werc fought between
fmerican ond Jnpanese pilots in the
skiss along »~ 360 milc front betweecn
Okinawa and Kyushu., Navy gunners on
shins ranging from gunbonts to carrier
of the Zssex class joined in thHe fight
U"The bottle lasted 211 day. Jap
plancs trying desporately to reach the
U.S. Fleet werc sent hurtling in flame
into the sea.”" [t idmiral Turner's
flagship it was stated th~t the result
of this attack brought the toll of Jde;
planes in the lzst month to 2,626.
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T/5 R. Dr,cbslyr, T/5 J. Cordon; T/5J. & »

AT THy THRGe THS RITCHAN SINK
T/Set R.T. Fitzgersld

41lthough most of the situstions Cannon
omprny hes sacn heve beon on the grim side;
here h-ve been lighter moments,

First Sergeant Zrnest Kinscley, Winter
consin, checking his perdimeter in the
licr stages of the comprign noticed 2

Lle dn the side of ¢ well., Investigation
wamned to be eclled for so thoe top kick
nelt to look into the erifice, Ho lost
gverzl of tho future summers of his 1ife |
hon ¢ poir of eyes staraed back -t him calls
nhg up the rescrves of Company Hendquorteors,

He widened the breasch and in the staope!

oricn tonos of o First Scergeant demanded
e culprit to come out or receive - gren—
de in his lap. Immedistely rccognizing
"irst Sorgosnt's wish is a command, o

lent oyed house est loisurcly came out I
nd rubbed himself against Kinseloyls legs |

Pfe Lelnnd Kokun st in his foxhole |

3¢ same night ond listenced to shots follow
1z some quoryry down the ridge linas in

ont of him, Being on the slert he peerad
o the night awaiting his adversary who

: wns surgy would come from his front. Tho
2xt thing thnt could be reccordod, wes a *
11d screcch, perhaps a war ory from soma
dssouri tribe of Indisns ns Koken swung
iis rific ot o Nip who wanted to shara his
Joxhole with him. It wss too late to fire
or the skulker hnd come up behind him.
ith o Jos Dill-ggio swing Kokon tried for
home run on the Nips hend. His yellow

. hole matc was pretiy fost though for

was out of the holo and had himsclf ~1-
3ody shot by the men in znother foxhole

~fore Kokon could finish the follow thru
f his swing.

Pfc Russ Colbourn, Goose Creek, T.xas

128 hod two antennss shot off his radio. Hg
‘nd your Cannon corrcspondent henrd thot

/iine the other doy ~nd stortcd chewing
mst. When woe dug out of the mud ~nd the
'moke cleared we were on the lip of ¢ 15-ft
Colbourn said, "That was the kit-

REPORTERS COLUMN

.chy T/5 K. Hotton. (Unit Reporters)

BTUCKY" BOL.N

Thercts »n o0ld s-ying sbout the
"Iack of the Irish" »nd it w-s proven
true once 2gnin by It, Robert Bol-n, the
commonder of "Chrrloy" compmny in Col.:
Dill's rogiment. In the battalion at-—
t‘ck on "Tombstonc Ridge" » fow days

50, Lt. Bolen wes londing his comprny
up onc slopc of the hill when he was
struck in the shoulder by = heavy metal
object which, upon ¢x winstion, proved
to ks » round.from ~ Nip knce mortar ——
a dud. A dircet hit from a knoe mortar
normnlly would be "eurt-ins" for tha
recipient and Lb., Bolon was quite happy
zbout getting off with only a broken
collarbonc,

"YOU CoN'T K&EP 4 GOOD MAN DOV

Throc mambers of Company D of Col,
Dill's "Lecdors" were lying in their
foxhole the other night hoping that the
Jps h~d run out of artillery ~mmnition

nd that they would then bo able to on-
.0y a gquict night., Sgt. J. W, Caton wes
evidently ouitc confident thot that woul
bo the case beesuse he was czlmly going
ahend with his tesk of drafting lotters
of condolence for the men in his compony
"I was wondoring whethcr I ourht to
write onc for mysclf just in c sc, when
this shell 1l-nded," s~id Sgt C-ton. For
while he wrs writing o shell l-nded abc i
five foet outside of his hole, burying
him and his two buddics, Pfc Thies =nd
Pvt Schnitzius undor ~bout four foob of

carth, The men wors nocked unconscious
by the dirt but regaiacd consciousnass

in cbout 2 half minutv and began yelling
for hulp cs best they could with the
limitcd nir ond tho weight of the dirt,

ilon from ncighboring holes immedintoly
went to work ond boghn digging thom out,
using thair hands ns they wore afraid
of injuring the buried men if thoy used
shovels,
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