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{ORID P4US3S TO LiQURN FDR g

Apr 14(4NS)--Saturday vas sct aside 2s a
dzy of national mourning for Franklin D, i
foosevelt, Proesident Trumen, in his |
first rroclzmation, sct the tone for the
occasion by urging all Amcricans to gathJi
during the day &l their places of »or- |
shi and pay homage to the memory of his |
proGucessor., ‘
Similar in tone was the spontancous i

reoction of sorrow and grimmer determina- }
tion that spread over the world oxcept lu‘
Japan and Germany. A British perliamer® |
adjournzd by Prime Ministor Churchill outi
of respect to & man of "immortal rcknown'.
Throughout Mexico there will bs three
deys of official mourning; battle flags
arc ¢t half mast on bloody Oldnswa; and
General discenhower messaged to lr., Truman
IThe American armizs in Sarope pledroe -
you, our nsw Commander-in-Chicf, ewi un-
ramitting efforts for the achievament of
finzl victory." A thro: minute silence
period proclaimed yestordey in China ©.
same tribute the Chinesc pay weckly to

hcir greatest natienal f"igure, Sun v
Scn. Such was the feoling of thoe eivi-
lized world.
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iAFL SPRINGS FALINDS SaY GOCDSYA

apr 14(ANS)-—At lorm Sprinvs Goorgia, the
eripnlod friends of
v2lt bade him z last silent farcewell yes-
terday. In wheel caairs they stood with
heads bowed as tuc caisson passed on its
vey o the train. They formed z semicir-
clc in front of the vhite columned por-
tico of ths big zdministration building
in thc heart ol the Shady Cottage reser-.
vatigh,

Morc than a hund*vd of the 125 po-~
ticnts woere there. AlL but the fow 1ho
could hot lcave their beds sat in whecl
choirs, nonc of them with braces, I¢ the

brilliant morning sunshinc, the process-
ion movad slowly to the tampo of 2,000
combsts troops from ncarby Fort Bennin-,
With krs. Rooscvelt and other friende 0d
reletives near him, the body was under a
constent military guard.

Franilin Dclano Roosc+

HOW THEY SEE US

OKI HOMLE DISPATCHAS

For the ninth straight day, the

Okinava southcrn battle front ramained
unchanged. Yank doughboys smashed back
a Jap countecrattack in battalion streong
while American nevel guns and ficld
artilleory joincd the roering fight to
repulse the  fanatical Japs. On the
norther Okinavi front, Marines eentin
ucd to gain ground against sporadic r.
sistanca.

In his Friday communique Admiral
Himitz added more than a hundred Jap
plancs to thv 118 he reported destrqyed
around Okinewa the day before. Nimitz
reported.morcAthan 1300 Jap plancs des-
troyed in tho last 12 days.

Those were the outstanding develor
monts in the Okinawa batitle as secn by
newspapers and racdio throughout the
United States,

DisDAY S GAT PUBLICIZAD

With the Dcadeye's no longer the
"sceret weapon" of the Okinawa campaign
War correspondents arce continuing te
spotlight the heroic doughboys of the
96th.

Recent American zdditions at "FRu-
tome Ledge" - the Divisien press shack-
incluce Tom Morrow of the Chicago Tri-
bune and Nizson Denton of thz Cincinnat
Times-Star. 3Jarlizr in the weck, men
from the Cincinnati area also wore in
the nows through tho presence of Miltce
Chase of VLI, only independent radio

station represented in this thoater.

Also with the Division now are
three represcntatives of the Australiar
press — Bill Maricn, Axel Olson, ard
Alwyn Lee.

Recent visitors have included Gil-

ert Bundy of King Features and other
corrgspondents, previously naned, who
drop in regularly.

Take atabrine deily
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-the 18th to be liberated or dominated by

Apr 15(ANS)—-With a tearful "please rray
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14 FALIS; SOVLITS RaC. ON TO PRAGUS

Apr 15(ANS )~~The R;d Army Friday captured
Vienna after a wesk's seige, taking more
than 130,000 Nazi prisoners. This
clears the way for a drive on Prague anc
Hitler's mountain resort in Bavaria.

The sgcond city of Hitler!s greater Ger-
many, 2,000 year old Vienna was where
Hitler as an embittered and obscure
young artist first drcamed of world con-
quest, It was the tenth Juropean capi-
tel to be occupied by the Red Army, ar-i

the Allies. dleven German tank divisions
were smashed in the fighting in and
around Vicnna, Moscow said.

i BY HIS C4PTUR l..l, THY ALLIAS HAVAE
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CAPTURED!

PATTON'S THIRD CUTS GARMANY IN HALF!
U.S. FIRST Ay 55 LILJS FROL BARLIN

Apr 15(ANS)~-LATS FLASH! FRANZ VON PaPe
U:\"3 JIPIOIMA.L AND S .L_Siml. OF L\AZISLA
HiS ‘B34N RJPORT.® CLPTURAD IN TH: RUH’-Z
POCK 3 H3WAS GED.sNY'S "WHITZ HOPS

IN- ‘ﬂIﬁG T0 1IN ”U“d..,’Y TO TH3 NAZI CnUS
BUT HAD LOST QUT TO 4LII®D DIPILOMATS.
TAKIN TH3

FIRST OF TH ; HIGH NAZI L3ADARS.
General Patton's Third Army virtuall
cut Germany in half Friday with a sen-

&ilMMISQHuh,cnoraismmtthi roar-
ed to within 90 miles of the Russian line

and 38 miles from Dresden. This brings
Third Army units slmost due south of

karshal Gregory Zhukov's Army is
gported by Berlin to be probing defensecy

Berlin. Rocketing eastward almost un-
opposed, the Fourth Armored Division

west of the Oder River toward Berlin in ‘Lurdled the Mulde River ten miles north-

"regimental strength." liocscow Radio
yesterday broadecast an officigl state-
mont that the Red Army had captured
Lidice, the Czechoslovakian town of
death whvre the Nazis murdered an entire
populstion in reprisal for the assasina-
tion of Reinhardt Heydrich, German con-
troller of Bohemian Moravia.

Tl N #00UksS HIS Nuw AuSPONSIBILITI LS

for me," Harry S, Truman gathered up the

Presidential reins of a nation at War as;
ations the world over mourned the pass-

inz cf Franklin Delano Roosevelt. The

west of the big communications center of

t Chemnitz, whose fall would cut the last

main rail line from Barlin to the Brenner
Pass,

Third Army doughfeet were racing to
cut cff all chances of a Nazi retreat intc
the Bavarian mounteins, toward which huge
forces of the cremy are alrcady stream—
ing. TFarther north, Patton's Sixth Ar-
mored Division was outflanking Berlim it-
self, reaching the lulde River southeast
of embattled L“lpzl ,» and about 85 miles
due south of Berlin., The Third Army
took 1,588 German prisoners yesterday,

wiich brlngs their total for four days
to 136,741,

(Cont'd on Page Tvo)

(Cont'd on Page Two)
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Publishad as the official news organ, of Major General J. L., Bradley's 96th Inf Di
by the I&I Office, G-3 Section, daily except Monday while in the field. First m
1ished on & Nov Lk. Ve receive Camp Newspaper Service materisls and use th? .fa—
cilities of Army News Service. Republication of credited materials is' prohibited
without the permission of the originating. service,

SR
STA4FF: iditorial and Combat Writing: T/4 Sid Meyer, T/L J?e Hannasch, Pfec gil
Feinstein, Pfc Joseph Kahl, Pvt leo G, Reeder. Administrative anq Reproductlon:.
Sgt Joseph Bartoszek, T/L James F, hoon, T/5 William L. Abank, Slgn%l In%grcept.
S/Sgt Calvin Clements, S/Sgt Anil Darei .Art: Pvt A.A.Foreman, Pvt N.L. Kirk.
y Qfficer in Charge - Capt D. W, Millsaps, Jr.

THE JAF SOLDIER
The average Japanese soldier is an ignorant peasant and-a béndy-legg?d runt

of a weakling who is no match physically or mentally for an Am§rlcan soldier. ‘
That's what Americans believe who haven't had anything to do with JapaneSﬁ soldien

: Americans v..o have fought them knéw bétter, reports YANK, The Army VYeekly.
. The Jap soldier has great strength and endurance, Jap patrols have been
known to start out st midnight and make 2 point sixty miles away by next afterno

rehing 1ily without a break.
a0 Cﬂl?; ztizzznz report, the OWL also scotched the commonly hgld belief that the
averagze Jap is an illiterate dope: 99.5% of the total population can regd DI
write —- better than we can say for the J,5. — and the average Jap soldier hés
had at least two years in high school, which is also the average for the American
GI.

B R T

According to OwI, the Jap soldiers are just about our eguals in figh%lng
ability, endurance and 2ll other derartrants except one, Their one fault is lack
of individval initiative, ; i

On the other hand, the Japs are hard fighters and dangerous because they
place a low value on human life, partic.larly their own, They havs tvo great in-
céntives to risk their lives: (13 Lne belief, taught from infaney, thot t@elr
Janeror is divine and that ths greatest glory of the Jep is to die for the Imparox
and (2) the fear encouraged by their officers, that if they surrender, they will
be tortured and killed.

5

Iitors Note: You, DISPATCH reader, !.ve fought these men. ‘hat do you think of
them? ‘e welcome comments for publication.

e

- MO o1, EJT SCON, wd HOF Germany" ,the whode XXIV Corps, in fact
Well fellas, we jumped the gun yes—| the entire Pacific Commend, thought of
tercay. Rumors of German surrender and | packing duffle bags.
that Aussis had declared war on Japan y But don't despair. 4nd you can bet
wére unconfirmed at 1300 yesterday. your last yen that when the real news .
Hizgher headcuarters phoned down thst the| comes in, it will be sent out by all air
ne;s was "offici: 1" and we passed-it on | wire services to you,
to wvou as such. A iy
" The source of rumors is usually a HOM Z.TONN SEORTS

mystery, but this one was traced to a

garbled radio message. Because a Navy Des, Moines--Four discharged qua war

{2 et x 3 . ) : 4

radio operator had poundsd out "TH4T vets who went into business for themsel-
resistance has ceased in Germany" in- ¢s - were paid a total of $368 for Oc?;—
tead "uwHIN resistance has ceased in ' ber because their businesses as yet fail-
it e to support them, done thru the G& Bill of

Rights.

—
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PATION: (Cont'd from Page One)

Kot to be outdons by Patton, General
Hodges! First Army to the north raced a-
head 30 miles to capture the industrial
center of Burgisbor, 55 miles southwest
of Berlin., Still farther north, the
British Second and Canadian First Armies
were driving toward the North Sea, flank-
ing Bremen and rapidly cutting off all
Holland and northwestern Germany, General]
Pateh's Seventh Army, on the southern o.d

of the western front, reached points .ith-|:

in 30 miles of Nuernburg.

ITALIAN FRONT ACTIVZ AGATN

Apr 14(ANS)--Rome announced that Zightr
Ariy troops have driven along the Rimini
Higlway into the outskirts of the Po Val-
ley Higlway center, 21 miles southeast o -
Bologna. They reported only scattered
resistance.
contimied in the bridgehead across tho
Santerno River,

On the other end of the Italian front)

Fifth Army troops moved farther north a-
long the coast =rainst light cnemy resis-
tange, . They captured Lapizza, a 3,000 ft.
poak northwest of newly-occupied Castel-
pogiio, '

TRUKALL:  (Cont'd from Page One)

new President went quickly to work con-
ferring with the heads of the state and
military departmonts of government. ~ But
the emotional weight of his new rosponsi-
bilities came down upon him at noon as ne
returned to his old haunts at thc Capitol
to confor with congressional leaders,
Tears swelled in his cyes when he saw
the familiar caepitol newsmen. He reverted
to the language of his lissouri farm youth
to describe the crushing weight of his ..ow
Job. "I don't know if any of you féllc -
cver had a load of hay or a bull fall on
you,"he said, "but last night the whole
weight of the moon and stars fell on me.
I feel a tremendous responsibility, Plc se
pray for me. I mean that."

Farther north, heavy fighting-

L

TOKYO BAY
e INDICATES DedrRoveD

TOKYO

RICORD SUPZRFORT RAID ON TOKYO

Apr 14(ANS)-~Tokyo is still blazing
today from vwhat may prove to be its
greatest acrial lashing of the war to
date. American superfortresses in

"'very great strength" - possibly 400 .
the sky giants -~ blastod the Tokyo.
arsenal arca with incendiaries a half
hour aftor midnight- Friday, Japancsd.
time. Hitting a half dozen miles of -

the Imperial Palace, the B-29's rained

fire bombs on a five milec squarc araca.
(Sce above map).

Concentrating on three major ar-

‘senals, the low flying superforts had
thirty additional specific targets,
All of the objcctives wors in the hear
of a fire trap arca containing hundrede
of wooden houses., Tokyo Radio acknow-
lodged that fires raged in the city un-
til dawn Saturday when they were brough
"under control" by civilian fire bri-
gades. ;

It was tho sescond B-29 strike a-
gainst Tokyo in the past 38 hours and
the 15th on the Jap capital.
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Aoy 16(4NS)--DNB, Ubnh o novs - agoney, -
s-id Srturdsy nisht th-t-mossed Red
Army forcas or: rttrcking on the Borlin
front ~ftor porolyzing barr-gss by six
jneh ~rtillory cuns, According to the
Gormins, thesc huge guns opensd the ns-
Soult cgeinst Berlin snd hod slrepdy
torn bresches in defenses 30 milus from
ey uJ'C T""‘t i e
Scores of tonks wers roporied in
-cition ond a big ~rmored battle wios do-
veloping. Berlin belioved thot the
l\Sb grand sczle Red Army offensive g
tho var was opaning.

e e e T A & —

JAPS FiaR RiD EOV

15( sNS)-~A Chincse Army spokosman
Chungking s-id the Japs wors rushing
" ghoir mochanized forces from the Shong-
‘hei region to Konchurin os » rosult of
i.oscow!s :brogotion of the Russo-dopi..—
s8¢ non-oggression trb'ty.'

Bitter woriz®e o
in Chinn -s the ;dvﬂntmge #ns reportsa
to be with the Chinesc. Jrpancso
thre~ts to Shensi Province and. Chung-
king were snid by ths Chincsc High Com~
a-né to-hnve beoun frustretod by the

~cneral counter-offunsive in southwest=
g;n Hon-n Province. The importa nt high-
wny tomn of Si~ngyang, 30.milcs south-
s-5% of L-ohokow, w~s placed undcer di-
 poch asse ult by the Chincsc. In the
south, the Jops drive wes ra pelled.

v e ————— 3 i T T oS

Apr
o
iV

cod on mony fronts

li TH DIV I&d ~ Te Gzt 300 Vol 4.No 1'

O RED /\KMY

‘Apr lo(n\o)-—“ﬁrwﬂnv‘s rvmhlnlng army
smst now tum for » bagk to back stond
'L s cut off from rotrect into the sou-
(Lern pountains of Bavarin., Threo tenk:
t columns of theo Am,rlc 'n First and Third
' iies drove desp boyond embattled Leip-
i zig in the hor rt of Germny -~nd ripped
|thru ronr supply bnscs of the Gorman
;forcvs facing the Sovicts bufore Borlin,
Trhpped botween the American First and
Third, ond the Red forces, the Neozis
}must fight their wey out if they are t
]r*‘"n the relctive shfety of thy Bavar-
, irn Alps. A moro 85 milcs now ravents
’thv irstern cnd dostorn fronts from bo-
coming onc stoel ring ~round Germeny's
| bottered remnconts.
The American broadcnsting station
in Aurop: told the Goermen people that
| the entry into 3orlin ves imminent ~nd
asserted n stote ef tonsion avisted in
tha cnpltwl Berlin is now mcnaced by
Americon forees 45 milos sway ~nd Sov1vt
tquBOnﬂJsmsumh A prrtisl nowe
blackout is scerocning movoments of the
Ninth Army, which m~y be even closor to
the Reich copitnl,
Armorod divisions of tho First amd
‘Third Army hove struck dacp iffto the
o~rt of Germ~ny south of Berlin. The
l st large-sclne fighting may well tz=ke
mlace in tkls soutnern scctor.
| Tnvmmtmjlswxmnanw'wnmmhc
to advance in the scctor of Stuttgart,
whilc the Fronch First Army also madge
progress in the dircction of Fraiburg.

e e e o ———
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by Pfc Joseph A, Kahl

April 10 (delayed)--"Leo, I hope I'1il
see you again, but I don't understand
how you can make it. God help the
bunch ef you." Thus over the radio
ceme the emotion-filled voice of Capt
Hush D, Young, battalion staff officer,
who once was company commander of many

the men he was now giving up for
lost,

He spoke to 1st ILt. Leo W, Ford,
sole remaining officer of a group of
men wio were cut ofi from our lines
with small chancé of return.

Their harrowing story began in the
middle of the morning of April 9th, whm
all- available men of the lst Battalion,
363rd Infantry, were gathered together
to make a second assault on a promon=—
tory of Kakazu ridge, after a pre-dawn
attack had failed. 46 men wers the
only uninjured ones in the vicinity.
They were led by Capt John C, Van Wul-
pen, 2d Lt, William R, Neiman, and It.
Ford.,

They found it impossible to advance
up the hill; enemy fire was too severe.
Seven imen were wounded, and were care
ried on stretchers improvised from pon-
chos., The field bshind them was swept

by fire, cutting off retreat. In des-
Eur :tion, they fled down a gulch cutting
o the rlaht

Lt. Neimen and two machine . gunners
acted as the point. After a bit they
advanced beyond the rest of the party,
and lost contact., ILater in the day,

BLONDIE
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two of them reached our lines,

Capt Van Vulpin and T/Sgt John J.
Summers, went to reconnoiter an sscape
route. . They reached battalion headquar-
ters, and sent a volunteer litter party
back to the trspped gzroup, consisting of
S/Sgt Villiam YcIlheran, radio Sergeant,
Pfe Tom Yes, Pfc William Leonchik, Pfc
John Kwasnik, P¥t Allan Schmidt and T/5
James Goodart , medical technician, who
had received a radiogram two hours pre-
viously announcing the birth of a son.

Vhen Mcilheran arrived, he and Pfc
Chuck Bassett ran out into enemy fire to
relrieve a walkie-talkie, and re-estab-
lished radio contact with battalion hea
quarters. They asked for mortar smoke,
but the Japs sent shells of their own
over at the same time, confusing the ob-
servers and making it impossible to get
the smoke over the right area. It was
then that Capt Young bid farewell to h’
man.

¥oving further down the gulch, the
men were showered by huge boulders loos-
ened by an air strike in progress agains
the Japs on the top of the ridge just
300 yards away.

They finally reached the lines of
the 3rd Battalion, and after a hellish
night during which they were bombarded
with mortar fire, reported to an aston-
ished regiment that had given them all
up as "missing in action."

by CHIC YOUNG
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LONDON, 1.0SCOk 4ilD «ASHINGTON
HOLD, ROOSAVALT LdORIALS

Aor 16(ANS)—-kicn snd women of the United
N ticns joinad in mourning President
Rogscvelt!s death yesterdoy. Churches
throughocut the United Stobes held memor—
inl scrvices for the lote President and
for ¢ivinc guidnnce of thc now Presidont
Herry S, Trumons
On the battle fronts of tho world,

mon of 2ll the crmed scrvices paid tri-
Bute to thelr formor comm: nder-in-ciigf

5 militury conditions peraittad. Five
mimi.cs of silonce wos obscrved by A-lied
armics througl.out the duropcan the-ver.
~t 3:00 P.k. yosterday. The wholc U.S.
Ariiy ~nd Novy cntered o thirty doy por—o4

iod of mourning. MNon of the armced fore
stood in clos: formotion to attend mom-
ori-l s:crvices on the decks of Amorican
shizs in overy ocenn of tho world, In
m-ny of those ships, ths sound of brttloe
was clesrly s~udible in the backszround.

Millions of Britons joincd in proy-
crs “or Prusidont Rooscvelt ot Anglican
Church Scrvices., The British Bmnpirs's
memorisl will be held ot St. Poulls Co-
thadral in london. In lioscow, bleek
bordered red flogs flew from ~11 offieci-
buildings in cccordance with official l
Soviat deerce ordering two doys of mourr-
ing, This wes the first time in Sovict
history th-t black bordered flegs have
{flown for » forcign statcsman,

In " -shington, ¢ solomn procession
thru the enpitrlts strects wos witnessca
by thousnnds. The scrvices, ntitended
by o sm~1ll group that included mombers

of the frmily, President Truman ~nd

othor dignit-rics, were mnjestic dn thoing

simnlicity. In ths flower dcebocked inst
Aoom whore the Rooszsvelts hod known mon-

Iord to "Remember thy scrvont, Fronklin
Dolino M

4 brisf r-instorm ~bout -~ h~1f heur
hefor: the scrvices sent thous-nds of
‘i=shingtoni~ns who h:d vitnesscd the
wilitory funocral procession, scittoring
for cover, but the sun soon shonc agrin.

o
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HOW™ THEY/3BR' U5

ORI HOM& DISPATCHJS

Ground fighting romeined in a stals
mate on southern Okinsva, a2s Amsricon
<nd British carricr aircraft moked air-
fislds -nd towns on Formosa and adjacent
islands on Friday and Szturday.

Infentrymen of tho Ninety-Sixth In-
fentry Division throw back 2 small
countarattack on southorn Okinawe, whil
Marincs swept zhcad in the north ageins:
still minor opposition. Thoy werc with-
in bon milcs of the northern tip of the
island. Altho:gh Radio Tokyo mention.?
“he stolomats on Okinswr, she admits
the situction is chenging lor the worse

U, S. pilots destroysd seven cnemy
aireraft aground =ri domeged 25 others.
_The British damaged ¢ number of cnemy
planzs on ths ground on Formosa and :

sovily reided hangars, barracks, and
buildings. Three Jup plencs verse shot
down out of a group ~ttacking the Bri-
tish T-sk Forcc, AP dispatches from
Iin~vo state that 218 J-p planes wore
shot down in two days in tho Okinowa
arca, and th=t Jop pilots ~rpeer to be
inferior.
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POLISH_TROOPS C.PTURZ IMOLA

Apr 16( ANS ) ——Associrted Pross dispatche
soy thot Imel~, importsnt junction town
on th: Bologn~-Rinini Highwoy in Italy,
was coptured yostordoy by Polish troop:
of the British Zighth army. The Ger-
m-ns were reported throwing in henvy
roinforcamonts in ¢ duspor-te sffort tc
sm~sh hord won dighth Army bridgshends
over the Sill-ro River. In thc frco of
bittor opposition dighth Army attocks
m~dc only modest g-ins northwestword
townrds, JFerrcra. 5

Americon troops of the Fifth Army
edv-need throush rugged torroin north-
west of Vergoto =nd scized control of
the twe mile long Jz:ffcno” Bridges
Vergnto is 17 milcs southwost of Bolog- |
na, importont Gommcn supply -nd commun.
cotions center in the Po Valley.

RISTRICT D
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BOHOL F.LLS wITHOUT FIGHT

Apr 1,(AlS)--One day aftor Amcrican troops
lended on Bohol Island in the Visayes,
Genoral kacArthur reported the island |
"undor our control," Yanks had poured a- |
shorc ycestorday, mocting practically no
resistance on Bohol's beaches., Ilocated
just northwest of Mindanao, Bohol bacnms
tho last mejor Jap-hceld island in the
Philirpincs Lo be invaded by American
troops,

: American doughfect on Luzon werc
closing in on Baguio, the summor copital
of the Philiypincs and key point in Iu-
zon's Ponguct lountains., Thoy arc now
throe milcs from Baguiot!s city limits,

_ Our forccs hackoed out gains on Bicol
end Balcte Pass arcas of Inzon, In the
latter scetor, thay wiped out. several Ja-
infiltration units,

D4aDV 3 KILLS 15 JAPS

Pfc Delmar Parrish, Livoerpool, W. Va,
o ncmbor of Compsny C, 383rd Infantry,
belisves in doing business wholesalc. ,

Recontly his company was hit by a.
banzei cherge, Fiftoeon Jops, led by a
scber-wiclding Licutcnant, charged right
for Perrish's foxhole., He jumped up out
of his holc with his BAR, and kopt firing
until his hond was burncd by the hot bar-
rcl, Noxt morninz 211 15 werc lying in
front of his position, very much dcad.

TK4 BY MISTALD

Tolon by mistake from the Deadeye Signal
Co Redio Scetion was a Hallicrafior ro71n
sct belonging to somconc who did not - <+
it. Plossc eall the Deadeye office, Frons
tier 300 if you hrvs it and do not know n!
where to return it, The sct-was an S5-20-
R with a Mallory Vibrapak #557.

94TH BOX SCOR.:Z OF GOOD JAPS '

To-t:l for April ll“...'l.......".. 262
Provious Okinzwa Toboleisessssessss 4,216 )

Ldyt < C"mpc'?ign Total.:. sesee0c0ees Q.AM]:
Grond Tetal te Datee. . Seessessene 0111819

NIMITZ ISSUZS STATAMGNT CN J4P PILO

"For somc months the Japanese hav.

| been employing aireraft on a gradually

increasing scalc in suicidel attacks up-
on.our forces in tihe l.cstern Pacific,
These aircraft vorc initially pilotcd b
a group of pilots who werc knewn as
Kamizkaze corps by the Japsnosc. The
cnany made much in his propaganda of
this"sure death-surc hit" suicide tech-
niquec, vhich is simply an ettempt to
crash planss on the decks of our ships.

The cnepy has oxpended 2 lerge nume

ber of plancs on missions of this natur
with negligible effcet on the continuin
succass of our operations. Somc major
units of thy flcet have beoen dameged ,
but no battlaship, no fast carricr, or
crulscer hes boen sunk., Some smaller
ships have been sunk, but in the great
majority of casas thoy heve romcinced in
operation aftur, boing struck by onc of
thasc suicide plenscs, This reflocts
crodit on osur officers and men ond also
on the designers of our ships.
_ Effoctive mothods ef mecting ard
daestroying suicidsl attacks have bson
devoleped and will continuc to be cm~
ployed to incrozsce tho toll of Japanos
.ailrcraft shot down by our aircraft anc
by our anti-aircraft guns.

The "Kamikozo corps" is apparcnsly
weing uscd not only to attompt to dam-
age our forces, but alse to try to stir
the lagging spirits of the Japancse
poople, although these "Surg-doath-surc
hit" pilots arc reported to be volunteer
mény haove very willingly become survi-
vors of "suicidc" missiens end arc now
prisoncrs of war,

The cnomy claims for "suicidec swim
mers", human torpodocs and suicidz speo
bozcts hardly nsod comment. In the ma-
Jority of such sttecks up to this datae,
these porsonncl have feilod completoly
in their mission but have been saccoss—
ful in committing suicida. )

_ Tho suicidc tochnigque is continuing,
It cannot prevent our ‘contimuing suc~
¢oss in the var in the Pocifiel:

( Ixtracts) °
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