










































































































































































































RECAPITULATION OF CASUALTIES 

The following is a recapitulation of casualties for the 81 st Chemical 
Mortar Battalion from the 6th of June, 1944, to the present time: 

Battle 

Type Officers 

Killed in action.......... ...................... .. 7 
Died of wounds .......... __________________________ 3 

Prisoners of war.................................... 2 
Seriously wounded.............................. 8 
Slightly wounded................................. 8 
Seriously injured ... .. -----·--·--·------------------
Slig htly in jured ...................................... . 

Totals ............................... ____ 29 

Non-Battle 

Enlisted Men 

26 
5 
2 

26 
101 

4 
9 

173 

Officers-20 Enlisted Men-196 

ATIACHMENTS 

Total 

33 
8 
4 

34 
109 

5 
9 

202 

Divisions supported by companies of the 81st Chemical Mortar 
Battalion: 
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V Corps 
1st Div. 
2nd Div. 
5th Div. 

35th Div. 

First U. S. Army 

80th Div. (inactive) 

XIX Corps 
29th Div. 
30th Div. 

90th Div. 
4th Div. 

28th Div. 



Third U. S. Army 

XX Corps 
90th Oiv. 94th Oiv. 

5th Div. 26th Oiv. 
7th Armored Oiv. (inactive) 65th Div. 

95th Oiv. 80th Oiv. 
1Oth Armored Oiv. 76th Oiv. 
83rd Oiv. (inactive) 71th Oiv. 

AMMUNITION EXPENDITURE 

The foJlowing is a recapitulation of ammunition expenditure from 
6 June 1944 to 8 May 1945, inclusive: 

HE WP FS Total 
Company A .............................. 30685 17335 48020 
Company B .............................. 30011 33615 63626 
Company C .............................. 36889 23329 367 60585 
Company 0 .............................. 19509 30832 40341 

(Disbanded 
22 Feb. 1945) 

Grand Totals .............. __________ 117094 95111 367 212572 

PRISONERS OF WAR 

The companies of the 81 st Chemical Mortar Battalion captured 
the following number of prisoners between the 6th of June 1944 and 
8 May 1945, inclusive: 

COMPANY OFFICERS EM T OTAL 
Hq. 10 238 243 
A 5 126 131 
B 185 185 
c 3 376 379 
0 17 17 

Totals 18 942 960 

The number of prisoners taken by the weapons companies is much 
higher than shown, but only those shown on historical records are in 
the total. It is estimated that an additional 1000 prisoners were 
taken by the companies and immediately turned over to the infantry 
to be marched back to a cage. 
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DEAD OF THE 81ST CHEMICAL MORTAR BATTALION 
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Mann, John R. - - - - - - -
Cook, Ray J. - - - - - - - -
Mason, Leo M. - - - - - - -
Skaleski, Raymond R. - - - - - - -
Knott, John J. Jr. - - - - - - -
Ward, Thomas H. - - - -
Hughes, Lucian D. Jr. -
Frausto, Margarita C. - - - - -
Croak, John E. -
Winston, Beverly - - - - - - - -
Walton, Philip C. 
Gaffney, Philip J. - - - -
Moundres, Thomas P. -
Baumgartner, George M. - - - - - -
Barron, Louis - - -

1st Lt. 
T/Sgt. 
Pvt. · 

Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Cpl. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
T/5 
Pvt. 
2nd Lt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
1st Lt. 
Pvt. 

Knipple, Warren K. - - -
Fix, Raymond L. 

PVt. 
(120th) - T/5 . 

Offner, Andrew M. Jr. - -
Panas, James P. - - - - -

- - - Cpl. 

Iannacone, Constantine J. - - - -
Kelly, Joseph M. - - - - - - -
Rone, James - - - - - - - -
Sheehan, Keith C. - - - - - - - -
Toole, John R. - - - - - - -
Grob, Herbert D. - - - - - - -
Byrnside, Delmar C. - - - -
Gates, Bernard M. - - - - - -
Colome, Harvey K. - - - - - - - -
Bell, Vernon H . -
Griffith, Everett W. - - - -
Swenson, Paul E. - - - -
Pittari, Anthony - - - - -
Scarfo, Joseph F. - - - -
Graves, Robert L. - - - - - -
Arnold, Frank B. - - - - - - - - -
McMath, William M. Jr. - - - -
Harris, Giles B. - - - - - - - - -
Sanna, Domenic A. - - - -
Campbell, John W. - - - - - -
Morrison, Roy V. - - - -
Radakovitz, John S. - - - -

Capt. ·· 
Sgt. 
Pfc. 
Pfc. 
Pvt. 
2nd Lt. 
Cpl. 
Sgt. 
Capt. 
Cpl. 
Pfc. 
1st Lt. 
Pfc. 
Pvt. 
Pfc. 
Cpl. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
2nd Lt. 
Pvt. 
1st Lt. 
Cpl. 
lst/Sgt'. 



GENERAL ORDERS WAR DEPARTMENT 
No. 73 Washington 25, D. C., 6 September 1944 

11-BATTLE HONORS.-3. As authorized by Executive Order 
No. 9396 (sec. I, Bull. 22, WD, 1943), superseding Executive 
Order No. 9075 (sec. III. Bull. 11, WD, 1942), citation of the fol
lowing unit in General Orders, No. 40, Headquarters I st Infantry 
Division, 17 July 1944, as approved by the Commanding General, 
United States Army forces in the European Theater of Operations. 
is confirmed under the provisions of section IV. Circular No. 333. 
War Department, 1943, in the name of the President of the United 
States as public evidence of deserved honor and distinction. The 
citation reads as follows: 

The 81 st Chemical Battalion, Motorized, is cited for outstanding 
performance of duty in action. In the invasion of France the mission 
of the 81 st Chemical Battalion was to furnish close mortar support 
for the two leading assault regiments. In the accomplishment of 
this mission the 81 st Chemical Battalion landed at H plus 60 minutes 
on D-Day, at which time the beach and harbors were under in
cessant machine gun, artillery, rocket, and mortar fire from the 
enemy. Underwater and beach obstacles were encountered as the 
landing craft approached the shore and in the advance from the 
landing craft to the beach. When two LCVPs in which a part of the 
battalion was landing sank from enemy shell hits, the men of the 
81 st Chemical Battalion transferred their mortars, ammunition, and 
equipment from their own landing craft to an LCM, and under con
stant ,shelling managed to land the equipment. In another instance, 
when their landing craft sank, the men, by their fierce persistence in 
the face of great odds, swam ashore, towing with them two mortars 
and mortar carts which previously had been made buoyant by 
life preservers. Though numerous casualties were suffered the men 
of the 81st Chemical Battalion were not deterred from the ac
complishment of their mission, and upon reaching shore with the 
loss of only one mortar, continued in support of the infantry for 12 
days without relief. Such heroism and gallantry, in the face of tre
mendous odds and unusual and hazardous conditions, are in keeping 
with the traditions of the service and deserving of the highest praise 

103 



HEADQUARTERS, ARMY SERVICE FORCES 

Office Chief Of Chemical Warfare Service 
Washington 25, D. C. 

24 August 1944 

SUBJECT : Commendation. 
To : Commanding Officer, 8lst Chemical Battalion, APO 652, 

c/ o Postmaster, New York, N . Y. 

I. It is a particular pleasure for me to commend the 8lst Chemical 
Battalion for its outstanding accomplishments in the liberation of 

territory. 

2. The Presidential unit citation and other honors bestowed upon 
your organization, collectively and individually, attest to a high de
gree of military proficiency in which your personnel can be justly 
proud, and in which your Service takes equal pride. 

3. In both spirit and attainment, the 81 st Chemical Battalion ex
emplifies the high traditions of the Chemical Warfare Service. 

WILLIAM N. PORTER 

Major General 
Chief of the Chemical Warfare Service 
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SUBJECT: Commendation. 
To: Commanding Officer, 81st Chemical Battalion 
THRU: Commanding General, First U. S. Army, APO 230 

1. Upon relief of the 81st Chemical Battalion from attachment 
to the V Corps, I desire to express to you, and through you to the 
officers and men of your command, my thanks and appreciation for 
the excellent manner in which they functioned while under this 
corps. 

2. The record of the 81st Chemical Battalion during the cam
paign for Western Europe has been indeed an enviable one. The 
battalion entered combat with this corps on D Day and has served 
uninterruptedly with it for 104 days. It was in the line continu
ously for the first 60 days of combat. Notwithstanding the unfor
tunate loss of its commanding officer and a large portion of its equip
ment during the landing on the French Coast, it has at all times 
been ready for any mission which it has been called upon to perform. 
It participated in the decisive assault on Hill 192 on 11 July 1944 
and its effective support of the 2nd Infantry Division contributed in 
a large measure to the success of that attack. It has operated in 
support of artillery as well as infantry. Elements of the battalion 
during the above period have been attached to ten different divisions. 
It has sustained more than 100 casualties, and 53 of its members 
have received individual decorations. It has won the coveted Presi
dential Unit Citation for outstanding performance of duty in action 
against the enemy. 

3. No words of mine could add to the prestige of an organization 
with such a record. It is indeed a history of which any organiza
tion of the United States Army can be justly proud. I accept its 
loss to the corps with regret. My best wishes for your continued 
success go with each and every one of you. 

EDWARD H. BROOKS. 

Major General. U. S. Army, 

Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS 90TH INFANTRY DIVISION 

OFFICE oF THE CoMMANDING GENERAL 
APO 90. u. S. ARMY 

AG 200.6 19 January 1945 
SUBJECT: Commendation. 

To: Commanding Officer, 81st Chemical Battalion, APO 403, U.S. 
Army. 

THRU: Commanding General, Third U. S. Army, APO 403, U.S. 
Army. 

1. Companies "A," "B" and "C" of the 81st Chemical Battalion 
rendered extremely valuable services to this division from 20 August, 
1944 to 7 January, 1945. 

2. During the Maizieres~Ies~Metz operations Company 'A" fired 
a total of 12,054 rounds HE and WP from 15 October to 1 Novem~ 
her, aiding materially in the capture of that town. During the 
Moselle River crossing Company "A" fired a total of 4.537 rounds 
of WP and HE from 9 November to 18 November. During one 
twenty~four hour period this company maintained a smokescreen 
about two thousand yards wide during daylight hours in addition 
to other missions called by the supported unit. During period from 
8 October to 4 November, Company "B" fired a total of 8,447 
rounds of WP and HE in the Gravelotte area. 

3. In the Saar River crossing 6 December to 22 December, 1944, 
"B" and "C" Companies rendered most valuable services. Espe~ 

cially were these companies helpful in this action with their highly 
successful smoking operations. During this action "B" Company 
fired a total of 23,886 and "C" Company fired a total of 17,862 
rounds of HE and WP. 

4. The exemplary manner in which officers and enlisted men of 
this battalion have supported the 90th Infantry Division under all 
types of weather, terrain and enemy action has been outstanding. 
The constant close cooperation of Lt. Col. Jack W. Lipphardt, Bat~ 
talion Commander, and his staff, was of the highest type. 

5. The support furnished by these companies of the 81 st Chemi~ 
cal Battalion contributed greatly to the successes of the 90th lnfan~ 
try Division. Their future assignment in support of this division 
would be most welcome. 
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J. A. VAN FLEET 
Major General, U. S. Army 

Commanding. 



HEADQUARTERS COMBAT COMMAND B 
I 0TH ARMORED DIVISION 
APO 260, u. s. ARMY 

2 December 1944 
SuBJECT: Commendation. 
To: CO, Co "C," 81 Cml Bn. 

I. During the period 7~30 Nov your company, or part of it sup
ported each team of this Combat Command and materially assisted 
us in our advance between the MOSELLE and SAAR RIVERS. 

2. I wish to commend you for your wholehearted cooperation and 
efficient employment of your troops, and to further commend the 
officers and men under you for their untiring efforts, disregard of 
danger and proficiency with their weapon. 

3. It is a pleasure to give you this commendation. 
EDWIN W. PIBURN 

Brig Gen. USA Comdg. 

HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH UNITED STATES ARMY 
APo 408 

Office of the Commandant, 15th Army Radar School 
18 May 1945 

SUBJECT: Commendation. 
To: Commanding Officer, 81st Chemical Mortar Battalion, APO 403. 

I. Company "B," 81st Chemical Mortar Battalion, was on tem
porary duty at this station for the period 15 April~I8 May 1945. 
both dates inclusive. During all that period, members of the com
pany executed all the firing missions for the Radar School. The 
company acted as supply agency, operated two messes. provided 
most of the transportation used at the school. furnished the interior 
guard, policed the area, and in general administered the operation 
of the chateau. 

2. The officers and men of Company "B," 81st Chemical Mortar 
Battalion are commended for their excellent performance and atten
tion to duty in all their assigned tasks. 

3. It is requested that this commendation be forwarded to Com~ 
pany "B," 81st Chemical Mortar Battalion, for their records. It is 
further requested that higher headquarters be informed concerning 
the commendable performance of this company, while on duty at 
this station. 

N. A. McLAMB. 
Lt Col., CAC. Commandant. 

107 






	Bangor Public Library
	Bangor Community: Digital Commons@bpl
	1945

	The Eighty-first chemical mortar battalion
	United States Army
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1363203038.pdf.jhRov

