








































































































































































































































































































































































































GUN SECTION NO. 6

4 R ALY 4

Front row, left to right: Cpl. Gerald A. Christopherson, Pfc. Stanley Nemcheck, Pfe. Dennis J. Sherwood, Pfe.
Julins C. Bull, Pfc. Dominick Frascino, Pfe. Joseph Sarro, Back row, left to right: Cpl. Walter R. Scamehorn, Pvt.
Foster C. Keen, Pfe. Richard J. Aimone, Pvt. Irving M. Mehl, Tec 5 Leslie R. Mullen, Pfc. Arnold M. Severson.

GUN SECTION NO. 7

Front row, left to right: Pvt. William F, Possehl, Pfc. Robert A, Livesey, Pfe. William Gongas, Pvt, F rederick C.

Walnut, Cpl. James Shotton, Sgt. Howard M. Holderman, Cpl. Leonard Christiansen. Back row, left to right: Pvt.

George W. Ice, Pfe. Orman J. Sanford, Tec 5 Leonard D, Ackerman, Pfc. Clyde S. Bomgardner, Pvt, Joe Zisek, Pfc.
Norvel O. Roper, Jr., Pfe. Myron Graden, Pfe. Charles M. Benz.

GUN SECTION NO. 8

Front row, left to right: Sgt. Emanuel D. Rhoads, Pfe. Eugene D. Thorp, Tec 5 Vincent F. Luchessi, Pfe, Thomas

D. Moore, Pfe. John P. Pierzynski, Cpl. Frank U. Morelli, Pfe. Howard J. O’Brien. Back row, left to right: Pfc.

Richard C. Braughler, Cpl. Milton A, Olson, Pvt, Benjamin Simon, Pfc. George F. Flocco, Pfe. Robert S. Monroe,
Pfe. William P. Petracea.
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ROSTER

CAPT. JAMES F. ROE, CAC
Commanding Officer

lst LT. EDWARD ], BERRY, CAC
Executive Officer

Name and Address

Roger Adcock, Cpl., Turin, Ga.

Dominick P. Alacce, Pfc., 55 Hinsdale St., Brooklyn, N. Y.
William A. Alexander, Tec 5, Rt. 2, Harriman, Tenn.
Dominie J. Alosi, Pfe., 218 E. Haines St., Philadelphia, Pa.
Lewis J. Atwell, Tec 4, Route 1, Nebo, Va.

Lloyd R. Barker, Pfc., 22 N, 4th St., Odessa, Mo,

Raymond ]. Beaudoin, Tec 5, Church St., Moosup, Conn.

Thomas J. Benjamin, Pfc., 1911 Sunset Drive, Warrensville Heights, Ohio

Berthel N. Bennink, Tec 5, RR 1, Lowry City, Mo.

Albert Bihari, Pfc., Box 153, Rosemont, W. Va,

Henry M. Blanchard, Jr., Pfc., 24 Simonson Ave., Mariners Harbor, Staten
Island, N. Y. -

Louis Bock, Cpl., 1709 Lafayette Ave., Bronx, N. Y.

Raymond ]. Bovie, Pfe., 218—7th Ave., Long Branch, N. [.

Wayne E. Brawner, Pvt., Day, Mo.

James J. Brogan, Tec 5, 7 So. Providence Ave., Atlantic City, N, |.

John T, Brophy, S/Sgt., 412 Hagel Ave., Linden, N. J.

Jefferson D. Bullard, Pfc., Box 314, Rt, 5, Atlanta, Ga.

Levi W. Burkholder, Pfec., R.D. 4, Lititz, Pa.

Henry F. Burks, Jr., Pfc., Rt. 1, Enid, Miss.

Edward M. Burns, Pfe., 10 Lockman Ave., Mariners Harber, N. Y.

Joseph R. Campo, Sgt., 1823 Clinton Ave., Bronx, N. Y.
Philip J. Candito, Cpl., 488 Center St., Bridgeport, Conn.
Frank J. Cardinale, Pfc., 45 Schales St., Brooklyn, N, Y.
James W. Carter, Pfc., Carlisle, Ark.

Leroy W. Carter, Pfc., Rt. 3, Box 492-A, Joplin, Mo.
Robert Cassin, Sgt., 126—13th Ave., McKeesport, Pa.

John T. Cheatham, Pfe., RR 2, Lebanon, Ky.

Joseph J. Chervenka, Cpl., 828 Pennsylvania Ave., Erie, Pa.
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Name and Address

William J. Shields, Pfc., Rt. 2, Box 86, Ludlow, Ky.

Frank A, Sittinger, S/Sgt., 106 W. 18th St., Erie, Pa.

William J. Smirga, Pfe., 1624 Grandview Ave., N. Braddock, Pa.
George E. Spain, Pfc., 1030 Hickory St., St. Louis, Mo.

Ned J. Spinello, Pfc., 2518 Elma, Kansas City, Mo.

Charles F. Stansberry, Pfc., 7206 W. 9th Ave., Lakewood, Colo.
George E. Stout, Jr., Pfc., Como and Allaire Rd., Farmingdale, N. J.
Francis |. ]. Szutowicz, Tec 4, § Tamarack St., W. Hazelton, Pa.

Ray B. Taylor, Pfc., Rt. 7, Box 193, Pine Bluft, Ark.
Martin J. Travers, Pvt., 138 E. Archwood Ave., Akron, Ohio

James M. Waller, Pfc., Froid, Mont.

Homer Warkenthien, Pfc., 2010 Arthur Ave., Bronx, N. Y.
Frank D. Warman, Pvt., 1019 S, Dolman St., St. Louis, Mo.
Stewart O. Weaver, Tec 4, 314 S. 29th St., Penbrook, Pa.
Robert M. Weidler, Pfc., RD 3, Lititz, Pa.

Joseph P. Weldon, Pfc., 419 Budd St., Philadelphia, Pa.
Henry N. West, Pvt., Rt. 2, Des Arc, Ark.

Carl D. White, Pfc., 263 Warker St., Mansfield, Ohio
Stephen R. White, Pfc., Gen'l Del’y, Cross Plains, Tenn.
Joseph C. Wick, 305 Snyder Ave., Butler, Pa.

Capehart C. Wiggins, S/Sgt., 505 Harrison St., Portsmouth, Va.
Burwyn E. Wilcox, Pfe., Rt. 1, Kingston, Mich.

James L. Williams, Pfc., 22 East Madison, Phoenix, Ariz.
Vernon M. Wisler, Sgt., Roaring Spring, Pa.

James . Wolf, Pfc., Ellicott Creek Rd., Tonawanda, N. Y.
Murray M. Wolf, Cpl., 150 Crown St., Brooklyn, N. Y.
Stephen Wright, Pfc., 2630a Brannon, St. Louis, Mo.

George Yakub, Jr., Pfc., Wall Ave., Wall Boro, Pa.
Louis A. Yenalaitus, Sgt., 770 Military Rd., Buffalo, N. Y.

John J. Zaber, Pfe., 333 So. West St., Shenandoah, Pa.
Edward M. Zilinskas, Pfc., 611 Agnew Rd., R D 6, Pittsburgh, Pa,
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COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

OFFICERS — BATTERY D

Tec 5 Joe Pass, Tec 4 Lewis Atwell, Tee 5 Ber-
thel Binneck, Sgt. R. C. Hancock, Tec 5 Geo.
Fitzpatrick, Tec 5 Leslie Hartley,

FIRST 3 GRADERS

Lt. E. J. Berry, Lt. R, R. McCafferty, Capt, J.
A. Roe, Lt, L. Hall, Lt, T. S. Potter.

40mm GUN SECTION NO. 2

S/Sgt. John Brophy, 1st Sgt. Harry Patasky,

Tee 3 Robert Musselwhite, S/Sgt. Sidney

Cheser, S/Sgt. Frank Sittinger, S/Sgt. F. Ervin
Braznik.

Pvt. Sedillo Carlos, Pfe. Gerardo Mariano, Sgt.

Michel Horvath, Pfe. Isaac McClain, Pfe. Rob-

erto Garza, Cpl. Dan Pawlic, Pfc. Raymond
Bovie, Pfe. David McCoach.
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M51 — SECTION NO. 3 40mm GUN SECTION NO. 3

Pfe. Geo, Stout, Pfe. Leo McInerny, Pfe. Ed. Zil- Cpl. Steve Lyons, Cpl. Jos. Chervenka, Sgt. Al-
inkas, Pfe. James Lee. bert Masaryak, Pfe. Jos. Weldon, Pvt. Abram
Ecker, Pfc. Louis Combs, Pfe. John Zaber, Pfe,

Leo Krasowictz,

40mm GUN SECTION NO. 5 40mm GUN SECTION NO. 6

Pfc. Alfred Dunton, Sgt. Vernon Wisler, Pfe. Sgt. Robert Kilmartin, Pfe. James Carter, Cpl.
Julius Morocz, Cpl. Louis Bock. Edward Rokos, Pfe, Meyer Fand, Pfe, Charles
Faust, Pfe. James Woll.
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M51 — SECTION NO. 6 M51 — SECTION NO. 7

Pvt. Robert Koscko, Tec 5 James J. Brogan, Pfe. Pfe. James Waller, Pfc. Wm. Shields, Pfe. Wm,
George Mohlke. Alexander,

40mm GUN SECTION NO. 8

Pfe. Chester Jenson, Cpl. John Kane, Pfc. Le-
roy Carter, Pfe. Don Phillippi, Pvt, Henry West,
Sgt. Louis Yenalaitus.
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CAPT. FELIX H. VANN, MC
Battalion Surgeon

CAPT. JAMES O. CRAWFORD, DC
Battalion Dentist

Ist LT. JAMES M. HATCH, MAC
Medical Administrative Officer

Name and Address
Jesse W. Akers, Pfc., Alum Ridge, Va.

Albert Begleiter, Pfc., 813—44th St., Brooklyn, N. Y.

Louis Calumet, Tec 5, 1515 Grand Concourse, Bronx, N. Y.
Vincent Cuiule, Tec 4, RFD, 369 Stoke Ave., Trenton, N. J.
Vito Cardinale, Tec 5, 216 Walnut St., Nutley 10, N. J.

Louis J. Gimler, S/Sgt., 102 Forrest Ave., Monroe, La.
Frank Goble, Pfc., Lancer, Ky.
Arthur C. Gross, Tec 5, 2650 West Evergreen, Chicago, 11

Green D, Hamilton, Cpl., Printer, Ky.

Felix J. Lushko, Pfc., West Point Ave., RD No. 3, New Brumswick, N. J.
Daniel A. MacDonald, Tec 3, 595 Heath St., Brookline, Mass.

Martin J. Marino, Pvt., 276 Van Wagenen Ave., Jersey City, N. |,

John L. Matetich, Tec 4, Sta. “B,” Route 2 (Oliver), Superior, Wisc,
Pasqualino J. Mauro, Tec 4, 6 Railroad St., Maynard, Mass.

Theodore O. Moeller, Tec 3, T413—10th Ave., Kenosha, Wisc.

George Reckner, Tec 5, RD No. 3, Troy, N. Y.

Nicholas R. Zagar, S/Sgt., 838 North 13th St., Milwaukee, Wisc.
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0 ATTACHMENTS 0
AND COMMANDS OF THE 863p )

T AR AL A FLTLR

IN THE STATES

Eastern Defense Command Lieutenant General Hugh A. Drum
Lieutenant General George Grunert
AAAC-EDC Major General Sanderford Jarman
38th Brigade (AA) Brigadier General Hines

IN EUROPE

Hq ETOUSA General Dwight D. Eisenhower
USSTAF Lieutenant General Carl Spaatz
IX Air Force Major General Hoyt S. Vandenberg
IX Air Defense Command Brigadier General William L. Richardson
50th AAA Brigade Brigadier General Clare H. Armstrong
51st AAA Brigade Brigadier General Charles C. Curtis
52d AAA Brigade Brigadier General N. A. Burnell II
54th AAA Brigade Brigadier General D. W. Hickey, Jr.
55th AAA Brigade Brigadier General McCroskey

w " W

12th Army Group General Omar N. Bradley
First Army General Courtney H. Hodges
V Corps Major General C. R. Huebener
9th Division Major General Louis A. Craig
99th Division Major General Lauer
49th AAA Brigade Brigadier General E. W. Timberlake
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BATTALION BATTLE PARTICIPATION CREDIT
*

1. Battle of Normandy — 6 June 1944 to 24 July 1944

(European theater of operations exclusive of the land
areas of the United Kingdom and Iceland)

*

2. Battle of Northern France — 25 July 1944 to 14 September 1944

(European theater of operations exclusive of the land
areas of the United Kingdom and Iceland)

*

3. Rhineland Campaign — 15 September 1944 to 21 March 1945

(Generally, those portions of France, Belgium, Holland, Luxembourg,
and Germany east of the Belgian and French frontiers)

*

4. Ardennes Campaign — 16 December 1944 to 25 January 1945

(The area forward of the line: Euskircheneupen, Liege, east bank of Meuse River
to its intersection with the Franco-Belgian border, thence south along
this border and the southern border of Luxembourg)

*

5. Battle of Central Europe — 25 March 1945 to 11 May 1945
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Fort Totten, L. I., N. Y.
Buffalo, N. Y.
Lake Ontario Ordnance Works
Camp Kilmer, N. J.

Across the Atlantic Ocean
Arrival in Scotland (Greenoch)
Llanover Park, Wales

Predannock, England

Stanstead, England
Boscombe, England
Romsey, England

Crossing the English Channel

Landing on Omaha Beach, Normandy France
Colleville sur Mer, France
St. Laurent sur Mer, France

Couvains, France
St. James, France

St. Pair sur Mer, France

Granville, France

St. Etienne (Rouen ), France

Kalterherberg, Germany
Kalterherberg, Germany (Forward CP)
Liege, Belgium (A Battery)

Eupen, Belgium
Namur, Belgium
Aubel, Belgium

Eschweiler, Germany

Linz, Germany

Bad Soden, Germany

1 June 1943
12 August 1943
15 January 1944
21 February 1944

21 March 1944
27 March 1944
30 March 1944

22 April 1944

10 May 1944

29 June 1944
7 July 1944

11 July 1944

12 July 1944 — D36
13 July 1944

2 August 1944
19 August 1944
24 August 1944

2 September 1944
25 September 1944
12 October 1944

4 December 1944 to 1 January 1945
23 December 1944 to 8 January 1945
4 December 1944 to 10 January 1945

23 December 1944
11 January 1945
10 March 1945

28 March 1945
13 April 1945
2 June 1945
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J N
HONOR RO1

KILLED IN SERVICE

Pfe. WILLIAM E. GROS
10 August 1944 Battery D Home: Canajoharie, New York

Tec 5 LESTER PRENTES
31 December 1944 Battery D Home: Brooklyn, New York

Pfe. DOCK M. RITCHIE
10 August 1944 Battery D Home: Hazard, Kentucky

Cpl. JESUS A. ROSAS
10 December 1944 Battery B Home: Raymondville, Texas

Pvt. LOUIS E. SHIVER
27 March 1945 Battery A Home: Quincy, Florida

Pfe. JOHN E. STEWART
10 August 1944 Battery D Home: Millry, Alabama

Tec 5 STEVE STYTZER
24 December 1944  HQ Battery Home: Uniontown, Pennsylvania
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HONOR ROL|

WOUNDED IN ACTION

Name

Pfc. Thomas A. Ashton
Pfc. Richard C. Braughler
Tec 5 William R. Breen
Pfc. Paul A. Deshaies
Cpl. Charles Donachy
Pvt. Charles Dunlap

Pvt. Elton G. Eidson

Pfc. Robert E. Goss

Pvt. Arthur M. Harris
Pfe. Milton Harrison

Pfc. William R. Hayhurst
Pfc. Ray T. Hopkins

Sgt. Erskine Horne

Tec 5 Ward R. Hudson
Cpl. William J. Irwin
Pvt. Louis Jaffee

Pfe. Theron S. Kent

Pvt. Eugene V. Ouellette
Pvt. Frank G. Perez

Pvt. Clark B. Rakestraw
Pvt. John Savarino

Pfe. Herbert Schorman
Lt. Gene T. Semple

Pfe. Nicholas F. Seymour
Pfe. George E. Spain

Pfc. Ray B. Taylor

Pfe. Clifford D. Thurman
Tec 5 Steve Urban

Pvt. John D. Winters

Sgt. Vernon M. Wisler
Pfc. Theodere Wright
Tec 5 Willard E. Yeager
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Date of Injury Battery
23 December 1944 HQ
25 December 1944
18 January 1945
20 December 1944
16 December 1944
23 December 1944
24 December 1944

4 April 1945
23 December 1944

9 December 1944
17 January 1945
17 March 1945

4 April 1945
23 December 1944
31 December 1944
17 January 1945
25 December 1944
23 December 1944

4 April 1945
27 December 1944
15 January 1945
26 December 1944
23 December 1944
24 December 1944
20 December 1944
17 December 1944
26 December 1944

4 April 1945

4 April 1945
23 December 1944
23 December 1944
23 December 1944
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Battery C
Recipient Battery
Sgt. Elmer F. Armacost B
Tec 5 Matthew P. Brady C
Lt. Sol N. Busch A
1/Sgt. Richard F. Cairl @
Cpl. Billy A. Cloud &

Cpl. Roger W. Collins Hq
T/Sgt. Robert H. Daugherty Hq
Tec 5 Albert J. DeVito B
Pfe. Fred J. DiLucei (@
T/S gt. Ervin F. Draznick
Sgt. Robert W. Driscoll C
Pfc. Charles L. Dunlap G
Tec 5 Vilas E. Edwards D
Lt. Lilburn R. Hall D
Sgt. Eugen J. Jankoski G
Major William J. Krzton
Pfc. Walter Kurko D

Recipient Battery
Pvt. James W. Dunlap D
Sgt. Reubin R. Garvin D

DECORATIONS AND AWARDS

Lt. Gene T. Semple
Date of Action: 22 December 1944

BRONZE STAR

. Recipient Battery
\.. Tec 4 James R. Midkiff Hq
' CWO John J. O'Connell D

Capt. Henry C. Pendzick B
Tec 5 Lester Prentes D
(awarded posthumously)
Capt. James F. Roe D
Pfe, Herbert Schorman C

Tec 3 Willam Sckupakas Hq
Tec 5 Verdum W, Shaffer A
Tec 5 Steve ]. Stytzer Hq
(awarded posthumously)
Tec 4 Vernon E. Walter C
Pfc. Thad P. Walker D
Lt. Col. William H. Warrick Hgq
Pfc. James L. Williams D
Pfe. Arthur K. Wood G
Recipient Battery
Sgt. Michael T. Horvath D
Cpl. George S. Jordan D
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Recipient Battery Recipient Battery
Pfc. Thomas J. Ashton Hq Pfc. Theron S. Kent A
Pfc. Richard C. Braughler C Tec 5 Martin J. Marino Med
Tec 5 Thomas V. Breen A Pvt. Frank G. Perez A
Tec 5 ]oseph Capacasa C Pvt. Clark B. Rakestraw B
Pfc. Paul A. Deshaies ¢ Pfe. Walter R. Robinson D

(and Oak Leaf Cluster)

Tec 4 Charles Donachy B
Pvt. John Savarino D

Pvt. Charles L. Dunlap G
Pfe. Herbert Schorman C

Pfe. Eldon G. Eidson A
(and Oak Leaf Cluster) Lt. Gene T. Semple C
Pfc. Robert E. Goss A Pfe. Nicholas F. Seymour A
Pfe. Milton B. Harrison (@ Pfc. George E. Spain D
Pfc. William R. Hayhurst A Pfe. Clifford D. Thurman | 54
Sgt. Erskine Horne A Tec 5 Steve Urban A
Cpl. William J. Irwin D Pfe. Joseph C. Weldon D
Pvt. Louis Jaffee D Pvt. John D. Winters, Jr. A

Sgt. Vernon Wisler D
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ENEMY PLANES DESTROYED

ok 4
Gun
Battery Position Date Type Category
C 4—40 16 December 44 ME 109 11
D 5 —M51 19 December 44 FW 190 I
D 8 — M51 19 December 44 FW 190 1I
D 6 — M51 19 December 44 FW 190 1
C 2—40 19 December 44 FW 190 1I
(8 1—M51 19 December 44 FW 190 II
e 8 —40 19 December 44 FW 190 1I
B 4—-40 24 December 44 ME 109
D 1—40 24 December 44 ME 109
D 8 —40 24 December 44 ME 109
A 4 —40 25 December 44 DO 217 1I
D 7 —M51 27 December 44 ME 109 11
A 2—-40 27 December 44 JU 88 IT
B 1-40 1 January 45 ME 109 I
C 5—40 1 January 45 ME 109 I
C 8 —40 1 January 45 ME 109 I
B 8 — M51 1 January 45 ME 109 I
B 2 — M51 1 January 45 FW 190 I
& 5 M51 1 January 45 FW 190 I
Battery A —2 Battery C—7 Category I—11
Battery B —4 Battery D — 6 Category I — 8

Total — 19

PILOTLESS AIRCRAFT DESTROYED

Although a record of the exact number of destroyed V-1s claimed by the Battalion during
the Ardennes Campaign was lost, when the records were burned by necessity due to pos-
sibility of capture, the following recapitulation is believed accurate: —

Cat. A Cat. B
Battery B 5 4
Battery C 8 3
Battery D 6 9
Total 19 16
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HELDQUIRTERS
NINTH AIR FCRCE

APO 696, U S Army
11 July 1945

GENERLL ORDERS)
NUMBER.....132)

Section
BI&TTIEHmCPLS-CitatimBOfmitoouv.oo.ooqooa-oli" I

I--BATTIE HQIORS.--Uader the provisions of Section IV, Circular No. 333,
WD, 1943, the following-nemed unit of the Ninth Lir Force 1s cited for extra-
ordinary heroism in action against the cnemy. The citation rcads as follows:

"The 8634 Lntiaircraft Artillery Lutomntic Weapons Battalion. For
extraordinary heroism in armed conflict with the cnemy from 16 December to
23 December 1944. The officers and mon of this organization rendered out-
standing services in holding off German counterattacks in the Lrdemnncs sector.
Lt the time when the cnomy launched a series of vicious and determined attacks
against our ground forces in the arca south of Monchau, the 863d Lntiaircraft
lirtillery fiutomatic Veapons Battalion was established behind the front lines
to provide defensive fire against hostilc dive bombers and pilotless aircraft.
When the enemy penetrated our front line positions this Battalion immediately
assumed the initiative by dispatching provisional batterics to the forward
positions to direct heavy coneentrations of machine gun fire into areas of
enemy troop concentration, Despite heavy encmy artillery, mortar, and small
arms fire the members of this organization remained gallantly at their posts
and repelled the determined attacks by air, infantry, and armored infantry of
the resurgent enemy. Llthough widely extended and subjected to continuous
probing attacks, this Battalion held its ground against great odds without a
break. The courage and aggressive fighting spirit displayed by the officers
and men of this organization prevented the cnemy forces from making further
advances in the Monschau-Hofen-Kalterherberg arca, and evidenced a devotion te
duty and esprit de corps in keeping with the finest traditions of the Armed
Forces of the United States."

BY COMMW.ND OF M/JOR GENERLL WEYL{ND:

OFFICIAL:
ROBERT M. IEE
— Brig Gen, USL
: i Chief of Staff
F. H., MQUAHAN
It Col, AGD

Ad jutant General

DISTRIBUTICN: ™wan
(Less wits not eoncerned)
e
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HEADQUARTERS NINITI INIPFANTRY DIVISION
APO #9, U. S. Army

19 January 1945

SUBJECT: Commendation

TO +  Commanding Officer, 863rd AAA AW Battalion
(Thru Channels)

During the period 17 December 194}y — 1 January 1945, Provisional
Batteries of the 863rd AsA AV Battalion were attached to the $th Infantry
Division. These Batteries consisted of quadruple mount ,50 caliber
machine suns.

on 16 December 19L4); the German counter-offensive south of MONSCHAT
was launched. The Division was widely extended and was subjected to con-
tinuous probing attacks.

The Provisional Batteries from forward positions placed heavy .50
caliber machine gun fire on likely enemy concentration areas. Although
the results were for the most part unobserved, in several instances fires
were started and enemy troops were seen to hurriedly evacuate target
areas. Information gained from Prisoners of War further attested to the
accuracy of the missions.

On several occasions, gun positions were subjected to “counter-
battery fire by the enemy in an effort to discourage their further use.
New positions, however, were quickly reconnoitered and occupied without
interfering with the effectiveness of the fire.

The spirit of cooperation and the skilled performance of an un-
familiar task exhibited by all members of the Battalion during this
crucial period assisted materially in the successful defense of the
MONSCHAU-HOFEN-KALTERYERBERG sector and is worthy of high commendation.

) ¥
S L. cartr,

Major General, U.S.A.,

Commanding.
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201.22 lst Ind.
(19 January 1945)-Commendation, 863rd AAA AW Battalion,
HEADQUARTERS V CORPS, APO 305, 24 January 1945.

T0: Commanding Officer, 863rd AAA AW Battalion,
THRU: Commanding General, First U.S. Army.

It gives me great pleasure to note and transmit this fine tribute
for a difficult task performed in a superior manner.

Major General, U, S. Army,
Commanding.

2nd Ind, FEB 1945
mmqumms FIRST UNITED STATES ARMY, APO 230,

THRUs Cosmanding General, 52nd AAA Brigede.
T0 ¢ Cosmending Officer, 863rd AAA AW Battelion (SM)
The Army Commander is pleased to foxwerd this cauumdatiun far work

exceptionally well done. %

S. E. SENIOR,
Colonel, A.G.D.
Ass't Adjutant General

201,22 3rd Ind S-1:NAB:RDL
HEADQUARTERS, 528 AAA Brigade, AP0 654, US &rmy, 4 February 1945.

TO: Commanding Officer, 863rd AAR AW Bn, AFO 654, US Arny.
THRU: Commanding Officer, 29th AAA Group, AP0 654, US Army.

The members of the Brigaede and I wish to congratulate you for such
commendable performance of duties.

N. A. BURNELL II,
Brigadier General, USA,
Commanding.
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HisADUARTERS

497H ANTIAIRCRAFT ARTILLERY BRIGADE
APO 230
U. 5. ARNY

10 May 1945

SUBJECY: Commendatlon of 863rd #Ak AW Dattalion for Performance
of Yombat buty in the Normendy, Northern ¥rance, Ardennes
and Rhineland Campaigns.

70 : Lieutenant Colonel William H, Warrick,
Commending Officer, 863rd AAA AW Battalion,
APO 250, U, S, Army,

1. At the conclusion of our victorious campaign through
Europe, L want to express my deep appreciation to you, and through
you, to the officers and men of your hard bitten Battalion, for
the outstanding drive, tenacity of purpose, and aggressiveness with
which the 863rd AAA AW Battalion performed all combat missions in
the Normgndy, Northern France, Ardennes, and Khineland Campaigns.

2. Narrative

a. The 863rd Ahh AW Battalion landed on Umaha Beach, Nor-
mandy, France, early in July, 1944, and in a minimum of time, es-
tablished an impregnable AAA defense of its sector of the Beach-
head. Dluring the Allled race through france, Belgium and into
Ugrmeny, the Pattalion, moving progressively forward in the zone d
action of the FIRST U. S. ARWY, successively and successfully de-
fended I1A4's, airflelds, defiles, ASP's, and other vital instal-
lations.

b. On 4 December 1944, the Battalion was given the mis-
sion of destroying PAC over German territory, and fought 1its way
into previously desisnated positions in the Anti-hobomb Belt to
the east of Monschau and Kelterherberg, Yermany, under direct hos-
tile artillery and infantry fire, with a minimum of casualties in
personnel and materilal.

¢ce WYhen the German Ardennes counter-offensive was launched
on 16 December 1944, the 863rd AAA AW Battelion found itself squarely
across the path of the onrushing 12th German Panzer Division, and
in spite of the withdrawal of friendly reconnaissance and infantry
screens, elected to stand and fight i1t out, The Battalion thus be=-
came, in effect, the front line of the northern shoulder of the Ar-
dennes Bulge until the arrival of the 2nd and 9th U, S, Infantry
Divisions from the rear on 18 Lecember 1945, when 1ts guns became
the rallying point, and later the line of departure, along seven
miles of vital front covering the Monschau-fofen-Balterherberg-
Mutzenich-lupen road net. Lluring the period 16 to 24 lLecember 1944,

- 1 -
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the 863rd AAA AW Battalion, with blazing courage and tenacity of pur-

pose, stood and fought the enemy on the ground, and in the air, shoul-
der to shoulder with the infantry -- to the everlasting credit of the

Battalion, the 49th A&A Brigade, and the FIRST U. S. ARMY,

‘d. YWiith the launching of the Hoer and Rhine offensive, the
863rd AAA AW Battalion, utilizing its weapons to the maximum in both
alr and ground roles, sggressively and successfully supported the
pulverizing smash of the FIKST U. 5. ARMY which terminated all German
resistance in its zone of action of the Khineland. %The termination
of hostilities found the 863rd AKA AW Battalion well on the Koad to
Berlin, with-a record that no objective defended by it, from the Nor-
mandy éeaches to the &lbe, had been damaged by aerial attack.

3. The fighting instincts, esprit de corﬁs and soldierly quali-
ties of the officers and men of the 863rd AAA AW Battalion, during
the most crucial battles of the kuropean Campaign, redounds to the
glory of the Battalion as a whole, and reflects the leadershilp, high
degree of personal courage, and technical and tactical skill of
Lieutenant Colonel William H, Warrick, who led this bPattalion in the
greatest military cempaigns of history.

i) S ) k—w
Ee W. TIMBERLAKE,
Brigadier General, U, S, A,,
Cormanding.
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HEADQUARTERS
WESTERN PACIFIC BASE COMMAND
Office of the Commanding General
APO 244

In Reply Refer To 25 July 1945

Subject: Second Anniversary of the Activation of the 853rd AAA AW Bn,

To ¢ The Officers and Men, 863rd AAA AW Battalion,

1, It has just come to my attention that the 863rd AAA AW Battalion
has completed its second year of service and is now stationed in Germany,
In that period of two years your unit has done, in a superior manner,
all the duties required of it from its inception at Fort Totten, N. Y.,
under my command, to the culmination of the war in Europe, It has been
particularly thrilling to me to have followed the activities of the
863rd AAA AW Battalione

2o Many of you who were with the Battalion at its inception
probably wondered why I stressed continually high standards, both in
the operation of materiel and in the conduct of the man himself = both
of these elements being to me the fundamentals of a good soldier. I
believe since then, in your experience across Europe chasing the Hun,
you have demonstrated well the basic instructions inaugurated at Fort
Totten, Ns Yo TYou are now seasoned veterans.

3. I am indeed proud of Lt, Colonel Warrick, his officers and men
for the job they have dones I am proud to have been able to organize
your Battalion,

Le Good luck and my personal congratulations to each one of you,
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HEADQUARTERS 54TH AAA BRIGADE
APO 408 - U, S, ARMY

4 July 1945

Lt. Col. William H. Warrick
863rd AAA AW Battalion
APO 638, U, S. Army

Dear Colonel Warrick:

My staff and I enjoyed our association with your battalion while you
were with this brigade in Normandy.. After you left us and got into the thick
of the battle we followed your activities with great interest. We thought

that your unit would uphold the traditions of the antiaircraft artillery and
were not surprised when you did so.

I wish for you and all members of the 863d battalion the very best of
fortune for the future and a quick return to your families.

Sincerely yours,

/s/ D. W, Hickey Jr
/t/ D. W. HICKEY, JR.,
Brigadier General, U. S. Army

A TRUE COFY3

(l;)fE!\IE M. BATZA 2

(1st 1t, cAC
Adjutant
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HEADQUARTERS
52D ANTIAIRCRAFT ARTILLERY BRIGADE

APO 633, US Army
6 July 1945

TO0 THE OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE 863D AAA AW BN

You joined the Brlgade during the German counter-offensive
of the Ardennes, a period which proved to be the most active in
its history. Yeu came to us as a battle-experienced unit which
had net only destroyed 1ts quota of planes in the air, but had
withstood with great credit the vicleus thrusts of the spear-
heads of the enemy force seeking to split the Alllied Armies in
thelr last desperate attempt to escape the inevitahle.

That the enemy offensive did not succeed in its majer
mission 1s due to the determined resistance of a few of our
units at critical polnts. The 863d 1s llsted among those units;
and by its actlon 1t reflected rreat credit upon all AAA unilts
as fighting men. We are proud to have counted you as a member
of our military famlly for a few interesting months.

“h. G R d,

N. A. BURNELL II
Brigadier General, TSA
Commanding
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HEAD <UARTERS
FIFTIETH ANTTATRCRAFT ARTIIIERY BRIGADE

AFO 508, U3 Army
6 July 1945

Lieutenant Celenel William H. Warrick
&63 AAA AW Bn
AFO 638, US Army

Desr Cnlorel Warrick:

In the reried just fellewine the hereoic break-
out ef the sllied Armies frem the Nermundy beuchhesd, eur
installutions were especially vulnerable to the German
Luftwaffe. It was during this time that T had tlhe pleusure
of counting tne &63rd AAA AW Bn among the vnits ef my
cemmand .

Te tre officers and men of the 863rd and te yeur
Cermand ing Cfficer, Lt Col Warrick, I sheculd like to extend
my rersensl arrreciation of the superier werk that you did
at this time, and add the reeret that ecur asscciation was
net of lenger durztion. Yeur organizutien will always be
renembered by my stuff and myself us nne of cutstundine
ebility wund deveticn to duty... tyrifyine the high standards
Gemunded and attuined hy anti-aircraft artillery at its
bast .

The £63rd ray «lways peint with rride te its

recorG which shicws, unmistakeuhle, that in veur LO's the
Iuftwalffe move than et its match.

Sinceraly,

19

ClaR% . ARMSTRONG

c Prigadier General, USA
Cemmancding
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HEAD JUAKTERS
EASTERN DEFENSHE COMMAND
Governors Island, New York 4, N.Y.

7 Jduly 1945

To The Officers and fnlisted Len

863d Antiaircraft Artillery Battalion
APO 638, U. S, Army

c/o Postmaster

New York, New York

Greetings:

Although many months have passed since you left the Eastern
Defense Command, one never forgets an organization so smart and so effi-
cient as yours. You had every reason to be very proud of the fine showing
you made when I inspected your Battalion in Buffalo in 1943. And I was
proud of you, for I knew that here was an outfit that was at an inspection
level 365 days in the year.

I am sure they have not forgotten you in Buffalo, either. Centen=
nial Park, they tell me, has never been the same, and there are some who
still recall the city's excitement when you fired one of your 40mm guns for
the benefit of visiting newspapermen. It was, I understand, the first gun
fired over Lake Erie since Perry's battle there in 1813.

The Antiaircraft Artillery Command always had high standards and
a high morale. General Jarman saw to that. I know of no one better
qualified to maintain these fine traditions than your present battalion
commander. General Jarman's first official act after he had been chosen to
organize the antiaircraft defenses of the vital East Coast was to name
Colonel Warrick, then a lieutenant, as his aide. For a time the two of them,
with one telephone, comprised the entire Triple A Command. But it was not
long before your guns were defendinglour key cities, and the messages were
crackling over that fast communications system always called the "not loop."

I am sure that you have done well in combat and that you have
added further lustre to the fine reputation you made for yourselves here.
There have been many times when I have wished that I might have gone into
battle with you.

Wherever you go, whatever you do, as soldiers or civilians, I
know that you will carry on as you have in the past. Good luck and God
bless all of you.

Very sincerely yours,

/s/ George Grunert
/t/ GEORGE GRUNERT

A TRUE COPY‘ Lieutenant General - U. S. Army
Cﬂuzm M., BATZA JZ

(Ist Lt, CAC
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CHARIES €, CURTTS
Brigadier General,U,S,Army

Fo, 518t AAA Pripade
AFPO 638, U S Armv
7 Julv 1OL5

Lt Col William FH, Warrick
8631‘& AAA AW Bn
AFO 638, U S Army

My desr Colonel:

I em happy to learn that vou will pnblish a ‘history of wour
excellent battslion while the thrilline detesils mre fresh in vour
mind, It is e noteworthy vnroject and I know members of wour com-
mand will appreciate the chronicle of their grert mdventure more
and more as years Dpass by,

Well do I recall how cheerfully and cepebly vour bettalion
met our high standards both operationelly and sdministretive 1v
both in England while defending medium bhomber fields end. epeain
‘on Omaha Beach, Ve were heppy to heve had vou with us end T
den't mind seying that we often wished we had had your bettelion
during the operations Just passed,

We kept apace with vour fine record through conversstions
gith other commanders and freguent mention in "Anti-Airecreft
Notes™,

Pleese convey my best regards to those members of your bet-
talion whom I got to know and accept my congratulations for e
job well-done,

With best wishes for continued success and happiness, T em
Sincerely vours,

g/ Ches C Durtis
't/ CHAS C CURTIS
Brigadier Genersl - TSA

A TRUE COZZ:

! M BATZA
Ast LT, CAC
Adjutant,
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EMPIRE !Eifllﬂhf]f]@!;.:[lﬁﬁ(B.
N s, NEw Yo

July 10th, 1945.

Dear Colonel Warrick,

At my direction, the 863d Antiaircraft
Artillery Automatic Weapone Eattalion was activated effective
1 June 1943, at Fort Totten, New York, pursuant to the provisions
of General Order No. 19, Headquarters Antiaircraft Artillery
Command, Eastern Defense Command, dated 22 May 1943, and continued
as a part of this Command until 21 February 1944, at which time by
War Department instructions it was relieved for participation in
combat within the European Thester of Operations.

The 863d Antiaircraft Arillery Automatic
Weapons Battalion was trained and prepared for combat operations
under the immediate supervision of the Commanding General, Anti-
aircraft Artillery Command, Eastern Defense Command, and under ny
general supervision. At all times this unit evidenced a spirit
of lively enthusiasm and was rapidly brought to a high state of
combat efficiency.

The officers and men of the unit are to be

congratulated for their outstanding accomplishment as members of
my command .

Sincerely yours,
Lieutenant Colonel William H. Warrick,

Coast Artillery Corps,

863d Antiaicraft Artillery Automatic Weapons Battalion,
APO 630, % Postmaster, New York.
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HEADQUARTERS
IX AlX DEFENSE COMMAND
Office of the Commending Gensrsl

10 July 1945

TO: -Lisutenant Colonel Willism H, Warrick end the Officears and
Men of the 863d AiA AW Battalion.

‘It is with great pleasure that 1 teke this opportunity
to express my personal apprecistion of your outstanding contribution
to the successful conclusion of the War in Europe,

We all feel thet the Antiaircraft Artillery has played
a considerable part in combatting the forces of svil which threat-
ened to overwhelm the world; your service with the IX Air Defense
Commend haes been outstanding, and a source of great pride to me and
Ilconsidsr it a privilege to be abls to sey: "Congratulations end
best wishes to the 863d, and to esch one of you individually",

o e
;.. 7 g 0.
WILLIAY L., RICHARDSON

Brigadisr General U.Se Army
Commanding
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OUTLINE OF EVENTS OF THE WAR
1NN LUy

PEARL HARBOR TO V-E DAY

1941

DECEMBER T7th, Japanese attack Pearl Harbor, the Philippines and Hongkong; 8th, U. S.
declares war on Germany, Italy, and Japan.

1942

JANUARY — Rommel’s forces check British drive into Libya. First American troops land in
Ireland.

FEBRUARY — Singapore surrenders to Japanese after 40-day battle.
APRIL — American fliers bomb Tokyo and other Japanese cities. Bataan surrenders.

MAY — Corregidor falls. American forces defeat Japanese naval forces in Coral Sea. Russians
drive toward Kharkov. Axis forces in Libya thrust toward Tobruk.

JUNE — U.S. and Russia sign mutual pact.
JULY — Nazi forces roll toward Egypt; are stopped at El Alamein by British Eighth Army.

AUGUST — Allies including American Rangers, suffer heavy losses in Dieppe Raid. Ameri-
cans land on Guadalcanal.

SEPTEMBER — Nazis pour into Stalingrad and Russian counter-offensive begins.

OCTOBER — Montgomery strikes through Axis Line at El Alamein, beginning drive which
is to hurl Axis from North Africa.

NOVEMBER — Americans and British land in Africa, capture Casablanca and Oran, ending
French resistance. British take Tobruk. Germans occupy all of France.

1943
JANUARY — Russians break Stalingrad siege. Roosevelt and Churchill meet at Casablanca
to demand Unconditional Surrender of Germany.
FEBRUARY — British cross into Tunisia. U. S. completes Guadalcanal Campaign.
MAY — Allies capture Tunis and Bizerta. German force gives up at Cape Bon.
JULY — Allies invade Sicily. Mussolini resigns.
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AUGUST — Allies complete conquest of Sicily.
SEPTEMBER — Italy surrenders. Russians capture Smolensk.
OCTOBER — Italy declares war on Germany. Yanks take Naples.

NOVEMBER — Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin meet at Teheran. Roosevelt and Churchill
meet Chiang Kai-shek at Cairo.

1944

JANUARY — Russians pour over Polish border. Americans establish Anzio Beachhead.

MARCH — U. S. planes bomb Berlin for first time. Germans occupy Hungary and Rumania.
Reds drive into Rumania.

APRIL — Red Army captures Odessa.

MAY — Russians capture Sebastopol. Allies take Cassino. Greatest aerial offensive against
Germany runs 29 days.

JUNE — Rome falls. Allies invade Hitler's Europe on June 6 under command of General
Eisenhower. Troops land on Normandy coast and advance through Cherbourg Penin-
sula in greatest amphibian operation in history. B29 Superfortresses bomb steel centers
on Jap island of Kyushu. Germans unveil first secret weapon, raining robot bombs on
Southern England. Red Army opens summer offensive with powerful thrust toward
Poland and the Baltic.

JULY — 863d crossed channel. Allies gain in Normandy. Capture Leghorn 150 miles north
of Rome. U. S. troops occupy Saipan, land on Guam. Bomb plot fails to kill Hitler and
purges German army.

AUGUST — Americans burst out of Normandy Peninsula. Paris liberated as U. S. and French
troops landed in southern France stream northward. Rumania declares war on Germany
after Bucharest and Ploesti fall to Russians. Bulgaria surrenders unconditionally to
Allies.

SEPTEMBER — Allies enter Belgium, Holland and Luxembourg. Russo-Finnish armistice
signed.

OCTOBER — U. 8. troops drive into Reich. Capture Aachen. Red Armies take Belgrade in
]ugoslav push. Bulgaria signs armistice as British land in Greece and enter Athens.
Churchill confers with Stalin at Moscow. Leyte landings open Philippine invasion.

NOVEMBER — German V-2 rockets fall on England. Metz and Strasbourg liberated as
Allies cross German border at several points. Russian troops fighting in northern Norway.

DECEMBER — Nazis smash back in Ardennes area, re-enter Belgium and Luxembourg.
Treaty of alliance and mutual assistance signed in Moscow by Russians and DeGaulle.
Marshall Tito, Jugoslav leader, announces Albania’s liberation.
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1945

JANUARY — Allied drive erases German gains in Ardennes bulge. Great Russian offensive
gets under way as Warsaw and Krakow are freed and Reds cross Polish border into
Germany. East Prussia cut off. Hungary signs armistice with Allies. Fighting ceases in
Greece.

FEBRUARY — Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin meet at Yalta in the Crimea, to map final
plans for victory and reiterate unconditional surrender demands. Bataan falls to Yanks.
Allies begin great western front offensive. Budapest falls to Red Army. Marines invade
Iwo Jima. Turkey declares war on Reich. Manila liberated.

MARCH — Rhine reached, Cologne taken. First Army crossed Rhine on bridge at Remagen.
Tokyo set afire by 300 B29’s. Russians capture Kustrin. Iwo Jima falls. Third and seventh
armies trap Nazis in Saar. Third takes Coblenz, Mainz, Worms, Ludwigshafen, crosses
Rhine. U. S. Ninth, British Second, Allied First Airborne Armies cross north of Ruhr.
Germany’s main western defense line smashed.

APRIL — The Allied world mourns the death of President Roosevelt. His successor, Harry S.
Truman, declares U. S. policies will be continued. Allied armies, sweeping deep into
Germany, linkup with Russian Forces at Torgau. Other Red Army units drive into
Berlin from their Oder River bridgehead. The bulk of Germany’s Gold Reserve, esti-
mated at $2,000,000,000 found in a salt mine by Third Army troops. Nazi Diplomat
Franz Von Papen is the first of many Nazi and Fascist notables captured by the Allies
in the sweep across Germany. Hitler's mountain hideout wrecked by “earthquake”
bombs. Allied Fifth and Armies race across the Po in Italy, to split German forces.
Benito Mussolini, Italy’s ex-Duce, slain by partisans near Como on the Italo-Swiss
border.

MAY — Hitler dies May 1. Karl Doenitz takes over the Nazi rule. German armies surrender
unconditionally in Ttaly. Nazis surrender in Denmark, Holland and Northern Germany.
British troops and Red Army link-up on Baltic coast. Germans surrender uncondition-
ally, peace declared 0241 hours 7 May 1945; 8 May V-E Day.

APPENDIX — Page 166




A CALENDAR OF THE PACIFIC WAR
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1941
Dec. 7 — Japs attack Pearl Harbor.
Dec. 12 — Guam is taken by Japs.
Dec. 24 — Wake Island surrenders.

1942

Jan. 2 — Manila falls.

Feb. 15 — Japs take Singapore.

Mar. 8 — British give up Rangoon.

Mar. 17 — General MacArthur becomes Allied Commander, SW Pacific.
Apr. 9 — Japs conquer Bataan.

Apr. 18 — General Doolittle makes his famous bombing raid over Japan.
May 6 — Corregidor surrenders after hard battle.

May 7 — Two-day Battle of Coral Sea ends; first flattop battle ever.

Jun 12 — Japs land in Aleutians.

Aug. 7 — Marines land on Guadalcanal.

Dec. 1 — Beaten for third time, Jap fleet withdraws from Solomons.

1943

Jan. 3 — Americans take Buna, New Guinea. _

Feb. 8 — Battle of Guadalcanal ends in victory for U. S. forces.

Mar. 4 — Air Force destroys 12-ship Jap convoy in Battle of Bismarck Sea.
Jun. 30 — South Pacific offensive begins with landing on Rendova, Solomons.
Aug. 15 — Americans find Japs gone from Kiska, Aleutians.

Sep. 12 — Salamaua, New Guinea, captured; Lae falls six days later.

Nov. 1 — Bougainville invaded.

Nov. 20 — Invasion of Gilbert Islands ( Tarawa ) opens Central Pacific offensive.

1944

Jan. 31 — Americans invade Marshall Islands.

Feb. 29 — MacArthur invades Admiralties; becomes staging area for Philippines.
Mar. 22 — Japs attack India as Stilwell pushes into Burma.

Jun. 15 — Marines invade Saipan.

Jun. 16 — B-29s bomb Yawata, Japan, from China.

Jul. 21 — Guam invaded.
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Sep. 15 — Marines land in the Palaus.

Oct. 20 — MacArthur returns to the Philippines, landing on Leyte.

Nov. 24 — B-29s from Saipan bomb Tokyo.

1945

Jan. 9 — Americans land on Luzon, reaching Manila in 26 days.
Feb. 19 — Iwo Jima invaded.

Apr. 1— Americans land on Okinawa.

Jul. 26 — Potsdam ultimatum calls on Japan to surrender.

Aug. 6 — Americans drop atomic bombs on Hiroshima.

Aug. 9 — Russia enters war against Japan; second atom bomb drops on Nagasaki.

Aug. 14 — Japs accept terms of surrender.
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