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Col. Fred R. Dent Lt. Col. Lorin L. Johnson 

Col. Irvine "Bull" Rendle Col. Allen W. Reed 

Col. Vernon C. "Mike" Smith CHIEFS OF STAFF Col. Eugene H. Snavely 





History~! 4th Co "'~u"'nf Wing (H) 

. The 14th Combat Bombardment Wing~~·--·/. ·a ·the station a~ Metfield, Suffolk to North 
actlvated on 13 September 1943, at AAF ~f~- ·· . am, replacmg the 492nd Bomb Group. 
tion 115, better known as Shipdham, Norfolk, ~· The Wing compiled the following record 
with Colonel Leon W. Johnson, the former during its first year of operation. 
commanding officer of the 44th Bombardment During the year 13 September 1943-13 
Group, in command. September 1944, 10,611 aircraft were airborne 

The Wing had been in operation as the for attacks against enemy targets, with 90Jio 
202nd Provisional Combat Bomb Wing since of these aircraft reaching the target. These 
3 September 1943. Liberqtors dropped a total of over 23,000 tons 

The Wing was formed from personnel of of bombs. The Wing lost 283 B-24's and de-
the 44th Bombardment Group, on whose sta- stroyed 309 enemy aircraft. 
tion the Wing was located, and the 392nd The Wing attacked such vital targets as 
Bombardment Group, which was located at Kiel, Hannover, Hamburg, Emden, Furth, Gotha, 
Wendling, Norfolk. Gdynia, Brunswick, Stutgart, and Berlin in 

On 22 November 1943, Colonel Leon John- Germany; as well as an untold number of 
son was presented the Congressional Medal of other targets in Germany, France, Belgium, 
Honor by Lt. General Jacob Devers, the Holland, Norway, Poland, Checkoslovokia, and 
Theater Commander. The citation which read Austria. The peak day of operations was at- ' 
in part, "-by his gallant courage, brilliant . tained 6 June 1944, when in support of the 
leadership, and superior flying skill, Colonel mightiest amphibious invasion in the world's 
Johnson so led his formation as to destroy history, the 14th Wing dispatched a total of 
totally the important refining plants and in- 209 a/c in one 24-hour period. This figure was 
stallations which were the object of his mis- 17 times greater than the first fo~atiqn dis-
sian. Colonel Johnson's personal contribution patched by the Eighth Bomber Command in 
to the success .of this historic raid, and the its first mission to Rouen, France in July 1942. 
conspicious galantry in action, and intre- The 14th Combat Bomb Wing pioneered 
pidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the development of the Radio Bomb Release, 
the call of duty demonstrated by him on this better known as RBR. This system allowed the 
occasion constitute such deeds of valor and bombardier of the lead ship to drop his bombs 
distinguished service as have during our na- and the bombs of the other ships in his Squad-
lion's history formed the finest traditions of ron, giving a perfect pattern. The Wing pic-
our armed forces", succeeded only in couch- neered in the installation of GH and H2X in 
ing in military terminology a description of the -same airplane. This meant a saving of one 
heroic leadership of a heroically gallant group airplane per group when the bombing was to 
of men whose belief in their ideals raised them be done by instruments. 
to a pinnacle of courage whose story can nev- With the advent of V-E Day, the 44th, 
er be adequately described nor completely 392nd and 49lst Bombardment Groups rede-
told. ployed to the United States. The 14th Combat 

The announcement of Colonel Johnson's Bombardment Wing moved to Bury St. Ed-
promotion to Brigadier General was made munds, Suffolk, where it absorbed the 4th 
seven days after the Congressional Medal Combat Bombardment Wing and became the 
presentation. 14th Bombardment Wing. 

On 11 May 1944, the 492nd Bombardment The Wing, after spending a delightful 
Group, located at North Pickenham, Norfolk, English summer, sailed for the United States 
flew its first mission with the other groups of 26 August 1945 on the Queen Elizabeth. The 
the Wing. In August the Composite Command Elizabeth docked in New York on 31 August 
sent out an urgent request for a Group to do 1945, and the personnel were sent to the var-
secret work and the 492nd ceased operations ious reception centers for 45 days Temporary 
and was transferred to the Composite Com- Duty at their homes. The Wing re-assembled 
mand. at McChord Field, Washington where it was 

The 49lst Bombardment Group moved inactivated. 
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Officers-Spring 1944-Front row, left to l'ight: Rebich, Bunker, Benton, Johnson, Johnson, 
Taylor, Phillips, Mcfadden, Johnson. Back row: Bounds, Parker, Colburn, Dodd, Parrish, 
Toskey, Tierney, Luce. 

Staff-Spring 1944-Left to right: Major Greene Benton-A-2, Lt. Col. Lorin Johnson-Chief 
of Staff, Brig. Gen. Leon W. Johnson-Commanding General, Major William B. Taylor-Ad­
jutant-A-!, Lt. Col. Reqinald Phillips-A-3. 
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Officers-May 1945-Left to right : Rebich, Walsh, Bunker, Johnson, Taylor, Benton, Simonds, 
Dodd. Standing: Crowley, Sayler, Colburn, Hughes, Morton, Parker, Lehr, Linse, Schroder, 
Dallman, StahL Luce. 

Staff-May 1945-Left to right: Lt. Col. Walter I. Bunker-Actg. Chief of Staff-Operations, 
Brig. Gen. Leon W. Johnson-Commanding General, Major William B. Taylor-Actg. Chief 
of Staff-Administrations, Major Greene Benton-A-2. 



14th Combat Bombardment Wing (H) 

Battle Credits Time Limitation War Dept. 
Gen. Orders 

Air Offensive Europe 4 July 1942-5 July 1944 85, 1945 
* Naples-Foggia 18 Aug. 1943-21 Jan. 1944 96, 1915 
Normandy 6 June 1944-2.4 July 1944 102, 1945 
Northern France 25 July 194~14 Sep. 1944 103, 1945 
Central Europe 22 Mar. 194s.-::.11 May 1945 116, 1945 

-Rhineland 15 Sep. 1944-21 Mar. 1945 118, 1945 
Ardennes 16 Dec. 1944-25 Jan. 1945 114, 1945 

G 0 96, 1945 gave the 44th Bombardment Gro1,1p (H) 
credit for this campaign. The 14th CBW was attached to 
the 44th Bombardment Group by 44th Bombardment Group 
Special Orders 18 September 1943, thus giving the 14th 
CBW credit during the period 18 September-4 October 
1943. 
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Presentation of Congressional Medal of Honor to Colonel Leon W. Johnson, November 1943 

General Ira C. Eaker Reads the Citation 

The National Anthem 

Lt. General Jacob Devers presents · 
the medal 

Col. Johnson points with pride to one 
of the original 24's of the 44th Bom­
bardment Group flown by Capt. 
Holmes 



Litton Hall Church at Southburgh 



"There' isn't an . airplane made that I can't 
wreck" Klemmer 

Presentation of Legion D'Honneur and 
Croix De Guene 3 May 1945. 

A visit by Maj. Gen. Jones, the Air Inspector 

Field Marshall Lord Ironsides­
General Johnson 
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Lord Ironsides takes the salute 

The WACs from Division Headquarters 
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Wedding party for Cpl. Christenson and Cpl. Dunn 

Wedding ceremony Lt. -Klemmef 
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Scenes Around Shipdham 

Sgt. Fink delivers the mail 

The Shipdham hep cats 

It's a hellova lot better than walking 

Having a pot of tea with a few RAF Blokes 
and those grand Red Cross girls 



Lt. Col. Griffin-Better known to friends as 
"Groupe Gop Griff" 

Old man Brown the "Clock" of works 



" 

lfhe 4 :45 puffs into Thuxton station 

Miss Hardy, Field Marshall Lord Ironsides 

Johannas with the famous lawn mower 

""' 
~ 

Wroxham-July 1944 Anderson, Johannas, and Reed 



The "Nitch" and "Chick" 

Kannenburg 

The General in a favorite pose 

Rebich to D~ent "I guess it is MR. 5 by 4Y2 now" 
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Buchner and the boys spreading top soil 

Transforming a mud hole into a garden spot 



Phil, Ab 

Through this kitchen passed the best food 
m the ETO 

Theado and Carr 

That midnight shift 
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Jake the Crow 

That day in July, that was summer 

Mural by Wingert 

The Guy on the left doesn't know it but the General is slipping him a Mickey 

Turn off that bright Licjht! You're blinding me 
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The general leaves the wing June 1945, 
for the states 

The Place du Concorde, Paris 

General Jack Wood and Greene Benton drop 
by the generals room in Paris 

The Eiffel Tower 



Hoosier, Douglas, Wiggins, Waterman lend a 
hand on the new club 

Kabot, the first to leave for Civvie Street 

Buster looks the situation over 

Dam11 cold, these English winters 
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Selfridges, the American department store, on 
Oxford Street, London 

The bloomin' laydie is tyken the rotor out of 
'er bloomin' car. Jerrie might steal it, you know 

Buckingham Palace, changing of the guard 

The first turning on the roit tykes you to 
Shipdham_Aerodrome. You can't miss it! 





R 

Stratford-On-Avon 

Ann Hathaway's cottage 

Shakespeare Memorial Theater 

Shakespeare's home 
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The following units comprised the 
famous station at Shipdham, Norfolk 

14th Bombardment Wing (H) 
44th Bombardment Group (H) Headquarters 
66th B:ombardment Squadron (H) 
67th Bombardment Squadron (H) 
68th Bombardment Squadron (H) 
506th Bombardment Squadron (H) 
464th Sub Depot 
50th Station Complement -
1646th Ordnance Company 
806th Chemical Company (Detachment A) 
1287th Military Police Company 
2033rd Engineer Fire Fighting Platoon 
ll32nd Quartermaster Company 





44th BOMBARDMENT GROUP 
Battle Credits Time Limitation War Dept. 

Gen. Orders 
Anti-submarine 28 Jan. 1942-22 July 1942 85, 1945 

Battle Credits Time Limitation _ - War Dept. 

Air Offensive Europe 4 July 1942-5 Jsly 1944 
Ploesti, Rumania 1 Aug. 1943 

Gen. Orders 
85, 1945 
59, 1945 
91, 1945 
96, 1945 

Sicily 14 May 1943-17 Aug. 1943 
Naples-Foggia 18 Aug. 1943-21 Jan. 1944 
Normandy 6 June 1944-24 July 1944 
Northern France 25 July 1944-14 Sep. 1944 
Central Europe 22 Mar. 1945-11 May 1945 
Rhineland 15 Sep. 1944-21 Mar. 1945 
Ardennes 16 Dec. 1944-25 Jan. 1945 

102, 1945 
103, 1945 
116, 1945 
118, 1945 
114, 1945 



DISTINGUISHED UNIT CITATION WITH CLUSTER 

K:::·~~ - -~c] 
KIEL, GERMANY 

The 44th Bombardment Group (H), Head­
quarters 66th, 67th, 68th, and 506th Bombard­
ment Squadrons (H), have distinguished 
themselves by outstanding performance of 
duty in the attack on the naval and shipbuild­
ing installations at Kiel, Germany, on 14 May 
1943, one of the greatest aerial battles of this 
war. 

On this mission a single group was, for 
the first time, fully loaded with incendiaries to 
be dropped after the lead groups had released 
their high explosive bombs. Because of the 
trail of the incendiaries the 44th Bombardment 
Group (H), which had been assigned this 
task, was required to continue its bombing 
run for some two miles beyond the release 
point of the other groups in order to bomb ef- . 
fectively. To a :;complish this it was necessary 
to fly alone, without supporting fire power of 
other groups, over one of the most heavily 
defended areas in Germany with a formation 
considerably smaller than the minimum for 
mutual self-protection. The mission was under­
taken with full knowledge of the extreme haz­
ards involved. Its successful performance de­
manded the highest degree of bravery and 
skill. 

With only 19 B-24's, the 44th Bombard­
ment Group (H) followed three B-17 groups 
to the target. Fierce <;md determined attacks 
by some 120 enemy fighters commenced at the 

German coast and continued until after leav· 
ing the coast on the return route. After the 
B-l7's had reached their release point and 
turned away, the 44th Bombardment Group 
(H) proceeded alone in the face of continuous 
attacks by swarms of enemy fighters and in­
creasingly concentrated flak. By opening its 
formation as required to clear the incendiaries 
of ships ahead, it was rendered particularly 
vulnerable to enemy attack. Five of its air­
planes were- shot down on the · approach to 
and over the target. Despite these losses, the 
group held the necessary formation and con­
tinued on its run alone to its bomb release 
point. Bombing was extremely accurate and 
the target was blanketed with incendiaries. 
Widespread fires destroyed or damaged many 
enemy installation. One additional airplane 
was lost after leaving the target. 

This small force was officially credited 
with 23 enemy aircraft destroyed, 13 probably 
destroyed, and one damaged. 

The successful fulfillment of this highly 
dangerous mission was due to the extraordi­
nary courage, skill, and devotion to duty of 
all concerned, which will always be worthy 
of emulation. Such heroism reflects the great­
est credit on the 44th Bombardment Group (H) 
and its component squadrons and upon the 
United States Army Air Forces. 

PLGESTI, RUMANIA 
The 44th Bombardment Group (H) is cited 

for outstanding performance of duty in action 
against the enemy on l August 1943. Arriving 
in Africa without certain needed ground force 
personnel, this organization rapidiy and effi­
ciently completed preparation and training for 
a low level bombing attack, which constituted 
an innovation in aerial combat. After thorough 
familiarization with their objective and the 
landmarks of their 2,400 mile flight, the crews 
of this organization's aircraft departed on this 
dangerous mission in the calm and efficient 
performance of their duties. Though separated 
en route to the target from a portion of the 
formation, they proceeded undaunted to the 
initial point where it was discovered that their 
target had been previously attacked by an-

other element. Though the element of surprise 
upon which the safety and success of this 
type of attack depended so strongly was now 
lost, they fearlessly approached their target 
through the maelstrom of anti-aircraft fire, ex­
ploding oil storage tanks and plants, despite 
the simultaneous attacks of enemy fighter air­
craft. At the risk of their lives and often at the 
sacrifice of their lives, these gallant airmen 
left this enemy oil refinery, plant, and instal­
lations at Ploesti a blazing inferno and twisted 
mass of wreckage. This organization by its 
successful accomplishment of this mission in 
such a gallant and distinguishP-d manner ren­
dered a service to our nation and to our allies 
which will always be conspiciously outstand­
ing in the annals of our air forces. 



Col. Frank Robinson 
1942-3 January 1943 

Col. Leon W. Johnson 
4 January 1943-2 September 1943 

\ 
Col. James Posey 

3 September 1943-3 December 1943 

Col. Vernon C. Smith 
17 April 1945-

Col. Eugene H. Snavely 
15 August 1944-16 April 1945 

Col. Fred R. Dent Col. John H. Gibson 
4 December 1943-28 March 1944 29 March 1944-14 August 1944 
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Kassel, 7 October 1944-They were making 
too damn many Tiger Tanks here 

Hemmingstedt, 20 March 1945 

Lippstadt, 5 October 1944 

Stormede, 24 March 1945 
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Brandon and crew on leave 

Volley Ball court in front of officers mess 

Johnson (without mustache) Posey, Snavely, 
Norsen 

The Quid disbursing section 





Waiting for take-off 

Hodge, Spinkle, Griffin 

Briefing 

Arnold, Kolliner, Col. Johnson, 
!JicCoy, Misner 
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AI Carr gives Gen. Hodges and Group staff the low down 

We got things pretty well und:r control. at the end 
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44th Bombardment Group Party, 2 Sept. 1944 

Left to right: General Johnson, General Kepner, 
Lord Ironsides, Colonel Brandon 

"Tupence change from a pound, sir." 

That nasty rum 

Our ]3ritish friend, Major Mike Parker 



200th MISSION PARTY 

Col. Gibson hits the pond 

Place your bets, gentlemen 

General Johnson-likewise 

2000 gallons of beer for 3000 men isn't bad 
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The following units comprised the outstanding 
Station at Wendling, Norfolk: 

392nd B:ombardment Group (H) Headquarters 
576th Bombardment Squadron (H) 
577th Bombardment Squadron 
578th Bombard_ment Squadron 
579th Bombardment Squadron 
297 4th Finance D~etachment (Prov) 
568th Army Postal Unit _ 
210lst Engineer Fire ·Fighting Platoon (A vn) 
1217th Quartermaster -Company (Avn) (RS) 
806th Chemical Gompany Detachment H 
1825th Ordnanoe S & M Co. D;etachment H 
1287th Military Poli·ce Company Detachment H 
lOth Station Complem·ent 



History 392nd Bombardm,ent Group (H) 
The 392nd Bombardment Group was activated on 26 Jan­

uary 1943, the cadre coming chiefly from the 39th and 34th 
Bomb Groups, Lt. Colonel Irvine Rendle commanding. 

The first B-24's of the Group landed at Wendling. Norfolk 
on 15 August 1943. The first mission was made on 10 Septem-
ber 1943 against Poix Airfield, France. . 

By 1 January 1944, !}le 392nd Group had 21 missions to its 
credit. · 

The Group's outstanding mission was the mission on 24 
February 1944 to the Gotha Waggenfabrik at Gotha, Ger­
many, the largest twin engine fighter plant in the Reich .. Lt. 
Colonel Lorin L. Johnson was the command pilot for the 392nd 
and 14th Bombardment Wing formation. 

The 392nd ships fought their way into the target and 
dropped 98 per cent of their bombs within 2000 feet, complete­
ly destroying the target. 

The 392nd flew -its lOOth mission on 6 June 1944-D-Day. 
The target-The Invasion Beach, France. The 392nd was cited 
by Major General James P. Hodges for a degree of bombing 
accuracy on its 100 missions consistently better than that of 
any other unit of the 2nd Air Division. 

. Operational personnel changed in 20 months. All the faces 
that meant "Old Crew", the teams that trained in the 
states, disappeared. Some were missing in action, turning up 
later as prisoners of war. Others were never heard from. 
Others were retired from combat after completing their tour of 
missions. Only four men of the crews that flew the first mis· 
sion, flew in the 200th. 

Colonel Lorin L. Johnson replaced Col. "Bull" Rendle as 
C.O. and the squadrons were commanded by new squadron 
commanders. 

At the war's end, the 392ild had flown 285 missions 
against enemy targets ranging from Norway to Southern 
France, and as far east as 12 miles ahead of the advancing 
Russian Armies at Swinemunde near Gydnia. The combat and 
ground personnel received over 9,000 decorations for valor 
and meritorious achievement. With this, the outstanding com­
bat record of the 392nd was brought to a close. 



392nd BOMB GROUP 

Battle Credits Time Limitation War Dept. 
~ - Gen. Orders 

Air Offensive Europe 4 July 1942-5 July 1944 85, 1945 
Normandy 6 June 1944-24 July 1944 102, 1945 
Northern France 25 July 1944-14 Sep. 1944 103, 1945 
Central Europe 22 Mar. 1945-11 May 1945 ll6, 1945 
Rhineland 15 Sep. 1944-21 Mar. 1945 ll8, 1945 
Ardennes 16 Dec. 1944-25 Jan. 1945 114, 1945 



DISTINGUISHED UNIT CITATION 

~,~ 
The 392nd Bombardment Group (H), 2nd Air Division, 

is cited for outstanding performance of duty in armed conflict 
with the enemy on 24 February 1944. The group dispatched 
thirty-two B-24 type aircraft, the maximum number available 
to bomb th~ most valuable single target in the enemy twin 
engine fighter complex, the aircraft and component parts 
factory at Gotha, Germany. Of these, one was forced to turn 
back shortly after take-off. Flying as the lead group of the 
second combat wing in the division formation, they were at­
tacked by the enemy upon entering the Dutch Coast. In the 
bitter aerial battle that ensued, the group was viciously at­
tacked for over 2¥2 hours by approximately 150 enemy fight­
ers, consisting of FW-190's, ME-llO's, ME-210's, and JU-88's, 
who raked them with cannon and rocket fire and even at­
tempted air-to-air and cable bombing in a vain effort to dis­
rupt the formation. As the 392nd Bombardment Group (H) 
neared the initial point, the units of the lead combat wing were 
observed to be proceeding on divergent courses. The group 
was faced with the decision to follow the lead units of the air 
division to a questionable target and maintain the integrity 
of the division formation, or to pursue a separate course that 
might later prove to be erroneous and which would expose 
the group formation to even greater enemy attacks. The group 
chose the latter, and maintaining perfect formation valiantly 
fought its way through the flak defenses to bomb the target 
with pin-point accuracy, virtually destroying it. Although seven 
of their aircraft were lost to the relentless enemy in the battle 
into and from the target and an additional 13 -aircraft suf­
fered battle damage, they accounted for the confirmed de­
struction of 16 enemy fighters, the probable destruction of 
one, and the damage of five additional fighters. The destruc­
tion of this high priority target was a serious blow to the Ger­
man air force and was a contributing factor to its impotency 
in the invasion of Continental Europe. The aggressive courage, 
determination to do their task at all costs and combat effi­
ciency of the air crews, together with the professional skill 
and devotion to duty of the ground personnel of the 392nd 
Bombardment Group (H), 2nd Air Division, reflect great 
credit on themselves and on the armed forces of the United 
States. 



COMMANDING OFFICERS 392nd BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) 

Col. Irvin "Bull" Rendle 
- 27 June 1944 

Col. Loring L. Johnson 
-to 26 June 1944 

,. 





GOTHA, GERMANY -24 FEB:RUARY 1944 

392nd BOMBARDMENT GROUP A WARDED 
UNIT CITATION FOR THIS MISSION 

'\ 

Lead Squadron 
High Squadron 

I) 

~ .. 

Low Squadron 



ME-109 Attacking Formation 

The first mission to Berlin 

• 

Danzig-Germans attempt to conceal target 
by use of smoke 

Going down 
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General Ira Eaker inspects 392nd B. G. 
17 September 1943 

"Salute the Ground Man" address 

Col. Johnson decorated by General Johnson 

A visit by Major Alexander S~verslsy 
30 April 1945 
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Col. Johnson with combat equipment 

Black Widow project-52 men carried in a 
B-24 on a 10-hour flight 

Sgt. Hoffman in the waist 

- Assembly ship 





The cornrnandin9 officer 
and the officers 

U.S. A .A .f. officers' Club 
WEND\..n~G, NoRfoLK 

cordial\"{ ill.,;.te you to attend a 

zoo Mission partY and. Dance 
on fRlDA y, 8th December, l944 

L. L . jOHNSON Colonel Air Corps 

}<\US'f B£. pR£.s£N'l'£D 

1\ 'l' 'fH£. poOR 

commanding 

The ~nlisted Per9onne1 
- U.S.A.A .F. Enlisted Club 

WENDLING, NORFOLK 

cordially invite you to attend a 

200 Mission Party and Dance 
SATURDAY, 2nd DECEMBER, 1944 

Tea Dance - - 3-S 
Supper Dance - 8-12 

MUST BE PRESENTED 
AT THE DOOR 

Movies, Floor Show, Athletic Contests 
and other attractions 

TRANSPORTATION PROVIDED -

L. L . JOHNSON 

Colonel Air Corps Commanding 

[rom ibe Officers andMen of the 

39 2nd Bomb Grouf ~;l'd. ""'-1-
~ ~ [\"'-"=' ~ 
. ~ 

~ 











Bicycle race on perimeter track 

Capt. Tynell and Chaplain McDonough 

Pfc. Birkes and anti-aircraft gun 

Flying control 
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49lst BOMB: GROUP HISTORY 
1. General Order No. 135, Section 3, para­

graph 1, Headquarters Second Air Force, Colo­
rado Springs, Colorado, dated 22 September 
1943; directed the activation of the 49lst Bom­
bardment Group. Originally three squadrons 
composed the Group: 852nd, 853rd, and 854th 
with the fourth squadron 855th being assigned . 
while stationed at Tucson, Arizona to begin its 
training. At this point a cadre was dispatched 
to Orlando Field, Florida to take up its first 
phase of training. Upon completion, the group 
then assembled at Biggs Field, Texas for its 
second phase of training. It was in its third 
phase of training which was held at Pueblo, 
Colorado, that the group actually came into 
its own as a full fledged group. At Pueblo, Lt. 
Col. Carl T. Goldenberg assumed command of 
the group and under his direction and guid­
ance the final bit of training was completed 
and the group was ready for combat flying. 
The twenty-fourth of April 1944 saw the first 
plane take off and wing its way toward Eng­
land. · This was to be the home of the 49lst B. 
G. while it flew into combat against the Ger­
man nation. 

2. As the flight echelon with a skeleton 
ground force was on its way toward England, 
a ground force was drawn together of AAF 
personnel who were already over in England. 
These personnel were to be the bulk · of the 
ground force. The station picked for this group 
was Metfield Airdrome, formerly occupied by 
P-47's. As the ground crews were hastily pre­
paring the field for combat operations the first 
B-24 lowered its landing gear over the field 
on the 15th of May. Immediately an accele­
rated indoctrination program was set up to 
acquaint the crews with combat procedures 
and tactics in the E.T.O. 

3. Exactly 17 days later on the 2nd of 
June, the Group was alerted for its first mis­
sion. An airfield in France was the target. From 
that day on this Group became an important 
cog in the fighting forces opposed to aggres­
sion. From the first day our troops landed on 
the beaches of Normandy the Group gave 
them both tactical and strategical support. 
This included D-Day tactical support, bridge 
bombing, enemy troop bombing, dropping of 
supplies to advancing paratroops, marshalling 
yards, refineries, cities, etc. The Group cele­
brated its lOOth mission against the enemy 
with a party on December 1st, 1944. 

4. The Group had just settled down at its 
field at Metfield after several months of oper­
ation when the bomb dump exploded causing 
the group to go non-operational for two days. 
Shortly thereafter August, 1944, the order came 
to move. North Pickengham, Norfolk was the 
new field designated for the group. The mov­
ing was carried on. in very quick order so 
that only two days elapsed before. <?perations 
were again resumed. Operations were car-

Deputy Group Commander: Lt. Colonel Jack G. Merrell and 
Lt. Colonel Lyman H. Goff 

Group Executive Officer: Lt. Colonel Charles J. Halbert 
Group Personnel Officer ( S-1 ) : Captain Nicholas Jabbour 
Group Intelligence OffiCer (S-2): Major Herbert Bronnor and 

Major Verle Pope 
Group Operations Officer (S-3): Lt. Colonel Lyman H. Goff 

Major Alfred G. Hayduk 
Major William Shy 

ried out hom North Pickengham till this date 
under the green and white tail marking until 
we adopted . the traditional black and white 
insignia of the 14th Combat Wing. During the 
period from September to December, 1944, the 
49lst Bomb Group led the 2nd Air Division in 
bombing, with 62o;0 of its bombs within 2000 
feet of the M.P .I. 

5. Administratively the Group was con­
tinually: rated excellent. 5,000 officers and en­
listed men records were kept up to date daily. 
The men of the 49lst performed their combat, 
technical and administrative duties in a highly 
efficient _manner, evidenced by the hundreds 
of awards and decorations bestowed upon 
them. The paper work involved to obtain these 
awards and decorations promptly and· expedi­
tiously was tremendous. The importance of 
properly reporting battle casualties was an 
exacting task. There is no doubt that the tech­
nical . and the administraive men stand side 
by side with the men who flew in receiving 
the honor and respect due this Group for its 
job-well done. 

6. On 24 April 1945 the 49lst Bomb Group 
was alerted to fly, but was "stood down", so 
its mission on 22 April 1945, which was its 
187th, was the last combat mission flown by 
this Group. For the two months prior to VE-Day 
the 49lst Bomb Group achieved the honor of 
becoming the leq-iling Group in the 8th Air 
Force in bombing efficiency. VE-Day came 
two weeks later. No other Group has ever been 
committed to action so fast and flew so many 
missions in so short a time, achieving such 
fine results. 

7. On 1 June 1945, the 49lst Bomb Group 
was alerted for redeployment to the Pacific, 
which would first take the personnel to the 
United States for thirty days' rest and recup­
eration leave, then transition training from 
B-24's to B-29's and subsequent shipment to the 
Pacific, to join the 8th Air Force which was 
already operating against Japan. 

13. On 16 June 1945, the first flight of the 
Air Echelon left for the United States. On the 
two succeeding days the remainder of the Air 
Echelon took off. On 4 July 1945 the Ground 
Echelon boarded trains at Swaffham, England 
with the Port of Debarkation in Scotland. At 
this port they boarded the Queen Mary for 
the trip home. 

9. The entire Group re-assembled at Me­
Chord Field, Tacoma, Washington, in the mid­
dle of August 1945. VJ-Day came soon there­
after and the 49lst Bomb Group was inacti­
vated on 8 September 1945. 

10. Three men .have directed the destiny 
of the Gro:up since it began combat operations 
two years ago. They are: Lt. Colonel Carl T. 
Goldenberg, Colonel Frederic H. Miller, Jr., 
and Colonel Allen W. Reed. They were ably 
supported by the following staff members: 

Group Supply Officer (S-4): Captain Neville H. Gibson 
CO, 852nd Bomb Squadron: Lt. Colonel Kenneth R. Strauss 
CO, 853rd Bomb Squadron: Lt. Colonel Harry M. Stephey 
CO, 854th Bomb Squadron: Lt. Colonel Charles C. Parmele 
CO, 855th Bomb Squadron: Lt. Colonel Escar Watts, Jr. 
CO, Air Service Group: Lt. Colonel Leroy Everett 
CO, Air Materiel Squadron: Captain Albert Sells 
CO, Air Engineering Squadron: Major William Neff 



~f)~ 

The following units comprised the 
excellent station at North Pickenham, Norfolk: 

49lst Bombardment Group (H) H·eadquart.ers 
852nd Bombardment Squadron 
853rd B:ombardment Squadron 
854th Bombardment Squadron 
855th Bombardment Squadron 
479th Sub Depot 
l26lst Military Police Company 

. 326th Station Complement 
1450th Ordnance S & M Company 
l234th Quartermaster Company Service Group 
(Avn) 
2108th Engineer Fire Fighting Platoon (Avn) 
266th Medical Dispensary (Avn) 
208th Finance Section (Avn) Detachment B 

"' 
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49lst BOMBARDMENT GROUP(H) 

(l!"l 

Battle Credits Time Limitation War Dept. 
- Gen. Orders 

Air Offensive Europe 4 July 1942-5 July 1944 85, 1945 
Normandy 6 June 1944-24 July 1944 102, 1945 
Northern France · 25 July 1944-14 Sep. 1944 103, 1945 
Central Europe 22 Mar. 1945-11 May 1945 116, 1945 
Rhineland 15 Sep. 1944-21 Mar. 1945 ll8, 1945 
Ardennes 16 Dec. 1944-25 Jan. 1945 114, 1945 

1 



~,~a#lfl 
The 49lst Bombardment Group (H), 2nd Air Division, is 

cited for outstanding performance of duty in armed conflict 
with the enemy on 26 November 1944. The group dispatched 
thirty-one B-24 aircraft to bomb the only remaining active oil 
refinery in Misburg, Germany. As the group, flying as an in­
dividual wing, approached the target area, enemy fighters en­
gaged the lst Division and all area fighter support was di­
verted to meet this encounter. The group's close fighter sup­
port was engaged at the initial point by 300-400 single engine 
enemy aircraft. The air commander had to decide whether 
to uncover his_three squadrons in the face of imminent enemy 
attack or to preserve the group formation and meet the enemy 
with a united front. Realizing that superior results could only 
be obtained by uncovering, he unhesitatingly ordered this 
maneuver. As the bombs of the lead squadron went away, 
more than 100 FW !90's and ME lOS's struck the high squad­
ron and a vicious battle ensued to the point of release. Fight­
ing off savage attacks from determined enemy fighters that 
closed to within 100 yards, this squadron successfully dropped 
its bombs on the target and valiantly defended itself until the 
entire squadron was wiped out. The low squadron was next 
attacked by th:e enemy, who using the same tactics downed 
all but four of its Liberators. These aircraft rallied with the 
lead squadron and with their mutual fire support held the 
enemy at bay until friendly fighter support arrived. The 49lst 

· Bombardment Group (H), 2nd Air Division, was given con­
firmed credit for seven aircraft destroyed, 11 damaged, and 
three probables. These figures do not include the aircraft 
destroyed by the fifteen B-24's that failed to return from this 
mission. Despite the vicious, relentless, and overwhelming 
numbers of the Luftwaffe, and disregarding intense and ac­
curate flack, the small gallant force, stripped of its fighter 
support, courageously opposed the enemy for more than 30 
minutes to reach this vital target, inflicting heavy damage on 
the installations at a time when its operation was imperative 
to enemy's resistance. Photographs show that extensive dam­
age was done, and much of the destruction may be credited 
to the valiant airmen who battled a numerically superior 
force, tenacious in his endeavor to halt the Liberators. By the 
outstanding valor, professional skill, and determination of the 
combat crews, together with the technical ability and industry 
of the ground personnel, the 49lst Bombardment Group (H), 
2nd Air Division, has honorably upheld the highest traditions 
of the military service, reflecting great credit on itself and the 
armed forces of the United States. (General Orders 181, Head­
quarters 2nd Air Division, 31 May 1945, as approved by Com­
manding General, European Theater of Operations). · 



COMMANDING OFFICERS 49lst BOMB:ARDMENT GROUP 

Col. Fred Miller-26 June 1944-
2 January 1945 

Col. Allen W. Reed-2 January 1945 

_...._ ------
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One that didn't get home 

Hemmingstedt Oil Refinery 14 January 1945 

Hanover 24 August 1944 

Eschwege 22 February 1945 
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Re-Supply Mission-B:est Holland 
15 September 1944 

...- • ' 
.~ 

Dead center 

Lets go down and take a look 

...... 



''Der Vater land'' 

Germany was nice for a day anyway 

We should have left a bridge for our use 

War is hell-Cologne 

Mein Gott, it iss Col. Reed 
- and Harry Stephey 











Group S-1 Staff 

. :"' 

.. 
Gp. Personnel Officer: Capt. N. Jabbour 

Personnel Sergeant Major: M/ Sgt. John W. Anderson 

Mike, Ray, Nick and Duck 
"Is that Paris? 00-LA LA!" 
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They say there's a troop-ship just leaving Bombay, 

Bound for old Blighty's shore, 

Heavily laden with time-expired men, 

Bound for the land they adore, 

There's many an air-man just finishing his time, 

There's many a "twirp" signing on, 

You'll get no·promotion this side of the ocean 

So cheer up my lads, bless 'em all, 

Bless 'em all, bless 'em all, 

The long and the short and the tall, 

Bless all the sergeants and Double your Ones, 

Bless all the corp'rals and their blinkin' sons, 

For we're saying good-bye to them all, 

As back to their billets they crowd, 

You'll get no promotion this side of the ocean, 

So cheer up my lads, bless 'em all. 



I'VE GOT SIXPENCE 

I 

I've got six-pence, jolly, jolly six-pence, 
I've got six-pence to last me all my life. 

I've got tup-pence to spend 
And tup-pence to lend 

And tup-pence to send home to my wife, 
Poor wife. 

No cares have I to grieve me 
No pretty, little girls to deceive me. 
I'm happy as a king, believe me, 
As we go rolling, rolling home. 

REFRAIN 

Rolling home, rolling home 
By the light of the silvery moon; 
Happy is the day when the airman gets his pay 
As we go rolling, rolling home. 

II 

I've got four-pence, jolly, jolly four-pence, 
I've got four-pence to last me all my life. 

I've got tup-pence to spend 
And tup-pence to lend 

And no pence to send home to my wife, 
Poor wife. 

No cares have I to grieve me, etc. 

III 

I've got tup-pence, Jolly, jolly tup:Pence, -
I've got tup-pence to last me all my life. 

I've got tup-pence to spend 
And no pence to lend 

And no pence to send home to my wife, 
Poor wife. 

IV 

I've got no-pence, jolly, jolly no-pence, 
I've got on-pence to last me all my life. 

I've got no-pence to spend 
And no pence to lend 

And no pence to send home to my wife, 
Poor wife. 





Abernethy, Robert J., 626 33rd Street, Richmond, California 
Adams, Louis C., 227 Walthan Street, West Newton, Massachusetts 
Ambrose, Charlie M., Sgt., 141 Loop Street, Boosier City, Louisidna 
Bachman, Franklyn, 1192 Greene Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 
Backman, Albertus B., Ira, New York 
Bacon, William A., Pfc., Glenville, Georgia 
Benton, Greene, Major 1119 3rd Nat'l. Bank Building, Nashville, Tenn·essee 
Blanchard, Herbert A., Albany, Illinois 
Bottomley, Richard E., 641 Highland Avenue, Burlington, Wisconsin 
Bounds, John A., 314 West 75th Street, New York, New York 
Brandon, William H., 904. Mariposa Drive, Austin, Tex.as 
Breland, Robert P., Cpl., 611 Telfair Street, August.a, Georgia 
Bressler, Jean F., 813 West King Street, York, Pennsylvania 
Brody, Robert, 183 Chanceller Avenue, Newark, New Jersey 
Buchner, Kenneth L., 88 East Ave·nue, Aki'On, New York 
Bunker, Walter 1., Lt. Col., 92 Whitney Street, Auburn, Maine 
Burns, William R., 12 Westham P.arkway, Richmond, Virginia 
Carlson, Helmer B., 3013 4th Second Street, Astoria, Long Island, New York 
Carr, William A., Route I, Clearfie:d, Pennsylvania 
Christensen, Martin G., 945 Dana Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 
Church, William D., I st Lt., 1202 Juniper Street, Richmond, Virginia 
Colburn, Richard F., 'Capt., 977 South Ohio Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 
Cole, Richard T., 200 West Harding Road, Springfield, Ohio 
Cross, Ralph L., I Pennsylvani.a Avenue, P.arsons, West Virginia 
Crowley, Charles E., 1st. Lt., 731 8th Street, Niagara Falls, New York 
Dallman, Howard W., I st Lt., 2519 North 67th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Davey, Arnold J ., Maple Avenue, North Hills, Pennsylvania 
Davis, Blend J., Blackville, South Carolina 
Day, Kenneth F., Ill South 8th Laramie, Wyoming 
Dent, Frederick R. Jr., 706 West Main Street, Kerrville, Texas 
Dodd, Frank D., Major, 522 Lee Street, Martin, Tennessee 
Dooley, Edwin L., Prisoner of War Camp, Camp Upton, N~w York 
Douglas, William G., P. 0 . Box 427, Bluefield, West Virginia 
Dunn, Orvel L., Cpl., Route I, Box 86, Delane, California 
Edw.ards, Glenn G . Jr. , R·oute 2, Box 20, North East, Maryland 
Elrod, William L., 304 Truetland' Street, Nashville 7, Tennessee 
Fieman, Edwin B., Sgt., 715 Eudora Street_, Denver -7, Colorado 
Fusane, Mike, Sgt., 15067 Cobalt Avenue, San Francisco, Californi.a 
Greenberg, Harry, 205 Sea Breeze Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 
Hager, Richard M., 85 Puritan Avenue, Forest Hills, New York 
Hart, Henry G. V., Old Wire Mill Road, St.anford, Connecticut 
Hayes, WilHam A., Pfc., 328 West Hillsboro Street, El Dorado, Arkansas 
Henderson, David G ., 264 County Street, New Bedford, Massachusetts 
Hoosel', Franklin C., 1423 Grove Street, Huntington, West Virginia 
Howe, Edward L., 4576 Radnor, Detr·oit 24, Michigan 
Hughes, Raymond, I st Lt., Route I, Dotham, Alabam3 
Jahannes, Leander H., Cpl., Dyersville, Iowa 
Johnson, Ance, Broadw.ay, Portland, Oregon 
Johnson, Carl E., 4462 Maplewood Avenue, L·os Angeles 4 , California 
Jacobs, Harry W., 1st Lt., 1437 West Euclid Avenue, Detroit, Michigan 
Johnson, Leon W., Brig· Geh., General Oglethorpe Hotel, Savannah, G·eorgia 
Johnson, Lorin L., 256 South 3rd West, Payson, Utah 
Johnson , Walter S., 1509 Cutter Avenue, St. Louis I 0, Missouri 
Kabot, Cash A., Route I, lv.anhoe, Minnesota 



Kannenburg, Loren F., 230 Park Avenue, New York, New York 
Keane, James H., 9 Granite Street, Somerville, Massachusetts 
Kiggins, Owen V., (No Address Available) 
Klemmer, Raymond A., 4614 lOth Avenue, Temple, Pennsylvania 
Lehr, Russell, C., Capt., 1415 Farrar Street, St. Louis, Missouri 
Light, Herbert W., I I 12 Roosevelt, Ames, Iowa 
Linse, Lavenne A., I st Lt., 2814 30th Avenue SE, Seattle, Washington 
Luce, Nancy E., I st Lt., 39 Goodrich Street, Fitchburg, Massachusetts 
Mikolowski, Edward, 6S Florence Street, Worchester, Massachusetts 
Massey, Thomas C., Wickoff, New Jersey 
Morton, Robert S., Capt., 538 North Euclid Avenue, Oak Park, Illinois 
McAfee, James W., Pfc., Newberry, Florida 
McFadden, James N., I 021 31st Street, Des Moines II, Iowa 
Nitsche, John E., 15370 Grandville Road, Detroit 23, Michigan 
Owles, Marshall, G., Pfc., 621 Cypress Sfreet, Little Rock, Arkansas 
Parker, Lewis W. Jr., Capt., 20 Cavell Avenue, Trenton 8, New Jersey 
Parrish, Robert B., 408 North 16th Street, Enid, Oklahoma 
Patten, Jerome F., 438 Broadway Street, St. Paul, Minnesota 
Phillips, Reginald H., 425 North Ch.auncey, West La Fayette, Indiana 
Rebich, George, Major, 1314 Fra·nklin Street, T·oronto, Ohio 
Reed, Allen W., 197 Cass Avenue, Mt. Clemens, Michigan 
Reed, Donald D., 1725 NE 52 Avenue, Portland, Oregon 
Reed, John Y., 4 North Broome Street, Port Jervis, New York 
Reilly, Joseph T., 645 Jamaica Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 
Reimers, Erwin L., Otley, Iowa 
Rendle, Irvine A., Rowlins, Wyoming 
Richert, Thomas J., 695 South Rosewood Avenue, Kankakee, Illinois 
Rosen, Eugene D., 704 Lindsay, Norman, Oklahoma 
Rosen, Bernard J .. 591 Linden Avenue, Buffalo, New York 
Ru:z. Henrv A., 608 Rancheria Street, Santa Barbara, California 
Sayler, David E., Capt., Route I, Ladoga, Indiana 
Schroeder, Robert C., I st Lt., 3755 Elsmere Avenue, Norwood, Ohio 
Sefranek, Louis A., Miami District, Mi.ami Beach, F:orida 
Sim, Densmore A., 23 Haslet Street, Roslinda, Massachusetts 
Simonds, Eugene T., Major, 825 East Broadway, Sparta, Illinois 
Simpson, Grover C., 20 Tremont Street, Concord, New H3mpshire 
Salyer, Charles A., 2182 45th Avenue, San Francisco, California 
Smith, Feliz C., 9905 208th Street, Queens Village 9, New York 
Smith, Vernon C., 205 Hag.an Avenue, Hot Springs, Arkansas 
Snavely, Eugene H., Col., 30 I Evans Avenue San Anto!1io, Texas 
Sonntag, Robert E., 159 Beechwood Avenue, Pawtucket, Rhode Island 
Stahl, Horst A., I st Lt., 1653 West Gregory Street, Chicago, lllin·ois 
Strong, Wm., 2902 Sherman, St. Joseph, Missouri 
Sussm..:~n, Robert, 105-05 Jamacia Avenue, Richmond Hill, New York 
Tauskey, William A., Route 2, Allendale, New Jersey 
Tierney, Jos·eph F., 40 Dalrymple, J.amaica Plain, Massachusetts 
Taylor, William B., Maior, 1903 Bay Shore Blvd., Tampa, Florida 
Theado, Charles R., 340 E Markison Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 
Van Arsdell, Willi.am S., Per South 351, Santa Ana Army Air Base, Santa, An.a, Calif. 
Walsh, Howard B., Major, 808 First Avenue NW, Hampton, low.a 
Waltman, Albert F., Silas, Alabama 
Welling, Forrest K., Box 75, Mount.ain Lake Park, Maryland 
Whannell, Donald H., Sgt., Route I, Shelby, Iowa 
Wiggins, Garfield, 162 Burnett Avenue, Maplewood, New Jersey 
Wood, Jack W., APO 633, c/o Postmaster, New York, New York 
Young, Lloyd E., 83 Kelsey Avenue, West Haven, Connecticut. 
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