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They Served 
With Honor ... 
Let's Honor Them 
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on November 11, 2012 
The veterans of this nation deserve our 
attention and pride. They did the job of 
protecting and preserving our freedom 
through wars and peace, and they did it 
courageously. 

We all owe them a debt of gratitude, so 
on this day let's say "Thank You" in the 
grandest way. 

Honor your friends and family members 
on Veteran's Day, November 11th. 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT ... 
&l••ard F. Pott1e, Jr. 

FoDo,..i ng is a s1Lm1t1•ry of an impromplQ 
discussion, which ocxurn:id on Saturday afternoon 
!lnd , ,,e1tlng~Aug1LSt 18"', 2012. 

AH• r th• scheduled Bo• rd ofDireclor•1"1••1ing 
an impromJ>tu discussion was held with B everley 
• nd MjJton Houghton, AJ Diaz (63'' Division 
Association, Joe-. Board or Directors as well as 
members ond olllcer s of the 63" Infantry Dlvlslon 
Association USAR), ••••ra.l other 63" Division 
Association) Inc. Boa rel of Director s, association 
members, and myself~ 

The idea that grew throughout this discuuioo is 
as follows: 

The members of th~ West Coast 63'• Infantry 
Division USAR, as wen as the members of the 63"' 
Dhisioo Association, Inc., wutLld combine to form 
a new 63" 111.fantry Dlvislon organization. The 
su.gge-stions coming from Al Diaz, and Bt'V & 1\1.ilt 
Boughton were lhat afler the merge, the combined 
63'' organizations would eventually combine the 
Blood & Fire and Tl,e Blade J>ap•n to t he Blood & 
Fire formal. i\llem bcn or the 63,.. Division 
Assoc!atlou, Inc. as well as the m• mbers or the 63m 
Infantry Divis'ion Association USAit will se nd in 
articles, reports :ind activities 1o a designated 
pe rson in each unit. 

T he Bloo,t & Fire will follow the same (orm•t 
de.,eloped by Donna Lac osse. \Ve niD mnke • 
strong attempt lo recru.it a n editor to replace 
Donna.. Bev and Al insisted Urnt Donna be 
appointed Edilor Emeritus. " 'e hope she. will be 
able to occasionally add commenh ,,r an 
i_nformation column i.n futu_r e Bloo,t & Fire, 
publicat ions. We will be se•rching for a volunteer 
editor. So, if you are so inclined, and if you are 
associate member, Wl',cncoo.r·agc you to participate 
in this rewarding cxpe rieoc.e, ple.asc contact 
Edwo rd F. Fowl•, J r. 

Our member s would continue to pay SlS for the 
Blood a11d Fire subscription •ncl the SIO 
membership dues. Paying the membership and 
subscription dues are ,ital lo keep the publication 
or the Blood & Fire going. lo the put, three issues 
oftheBl.ood& Fire have been sent out • l'••r: ll h as 
been su.ggesied ¥t't consider sending out 2 issu.es to 
lower costs. If the merge were approved, lhe 6J'l'II 
i nfantry Dh i sion Association USAR u_nit wolllcl 
pay clues and the Blootl & Fire SQbscrlption fee. 
Tbue is also some consideration to following the. 

• CONJINUEO ON PAGE 5 
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Mini,tes of the 2012 Boa,·d of Directo,-'s meeti1ig 
The Board of Directors of the 63" Division 

Associstio~ Inc .. , met a t the E mbanySuitcsColumbus 
- Airport JlottJ, Columbus, Ohio on August 11•, 2012. 
Thc.meeti11g ,vas held during theThfOK?tl ini-Reunioo 
fromAugu, 1 ici''- 196 , ?01?. 

President E dw·. Fo·,,..Jc called the meeting to order at 
9:12 a.ru. on Ptiday, August l1\ 2012 and offered 
p ruyerto all 

The.re was no roll can since there were only six board 
members ,,ot 1,rescnt for the meet'ing, Ed,f n,ade note 
that ~like Jugan ,\las rrgistered to attend but pass:M 
away three weeks before the scheduled mectfog. Board 
of Oiredors pre:\ent ·,\!'ere: \\'illia1t1 " Bill" Byrnes, 
Archie Kumasaka, Doward VanSc:hoor, Alfred J.·f. 
Dia~ Al DeBliss, Thomas Chatham, Beverley 
Houghton, Jack Linl\cot-t, l\'Uke Thomimn, C'...ale 
Hammond, and l\filto11 Houthton. Proxies were sent to 
E(hv FowJe as ,•oter for- }Jerman Fnbfaoi, David 
J\<lontgomer-y, Kenneth E rickson, 1'-lan:h Allen, and 
Fred Clinton. Secretoryrrreasurer Donn a Lacosse 
was turnbJe to au.end th e meeting due to illness. There 
,~as no corrti'_pondtnc:e from Robert Bennet1 as to his 
attendance at the annual muting. 

The officers present were 1lS follows, Edw FowJc, 
Judit h "Fowle" Schaefer, Jack Linscott, !\fjke 
Thomson, Karin Froberg.l\tarzano, and l\1ary Fran 
Collier. \VOIJam ~Bill" Scon aud Frederick Clinton 
wer e not ·present.J u Donna LaCos.se's absence the 2011 
mee.tin& notes and financial reports were p resented by 
nssociaUon ornc:ers and voted o n. T he me.e.ti11g llotes 
were 1aken by Jackie Polls, i\t ary Fr an Colli<r and 
Judith Schaefer; all notes to be transcribed and 
combined for ty ping and submitted to the association 
aud published in 1hc November2012B/ood & Fire. 

Judith Schaefer read the minutes forthe?OllBoard 
of Directors l\t eetlng. Al Dinz noted corrections that 
needed to be made to the min•utes. The sb'.th pa ragraph 
should read, Al Diaz made a motion to s trike ou1 the 
word '""that-" . Th0 ll 1• pnrngrapb there sho uld be more 
de.tailed rcgard:iog ·what was se111 t o Cntifornin, and 
more detn.il of where all the nngs "<re sen1. 'fhe I s"' 
paragraph had no mention or the election of Che new 
board members aud their appoilltments. 

T he motion""" n1ade by Al Dinzand seconded by Al 
OeBliss the 2011 Board of 01rec1ors minu1 es with 
correctioos be submi tted and accepted. All w,re in 
favor and th e motion c.nrrie.d. (' \-'e. have conUic.:ting 
n•mes for the motion by Al DeBliss and second by Bill 
B) rnes.) 

Ptior to the Treasurer'$ Repor t bt"ing given! Ed,f 
Fo,,·Je discussed the health of Harold and Donna 

Lacosse and tile triJ>ls of kccpillC everything current. 
-Donna is stiJI pfanni ng to publish anotbe.r Blood & Fire 
in Novembe:.r ?O 12. 

'fbe treasurer's report was handed out to all in 
attendance to read. AJ Oiaz made a motion to approve 
the tt:J>ort; Archie. Kmnasaka secoodcd 'it, all in f ih 'Or 

and tbc. motion carried. 
BilJ Scott's Historian Report was handed out to all in 

atte11da11c.e to read.A motio,, to a1>1H·o,·e the: rcpor1 ,qas 
made by Al D eBUss and seconded by Beverley 
Houe:hton, au i.n favor, mo1ioo carried. Edw Fow_le also 
noted he h as asked Bill Sc.011, ,,•ith the, help of Ka.-e,n 
Frobcrt•?t'lnriano, to cJose the uccotw1 and move au 
his torical information to the muscumi of the. 63" 
Infantry Division. 

i\lary Fran Collier gave the financial report from 
the 2011 Reunion and 2012 Reunion accounts. Mike 
T homson made a motion to approve and it was 
seconded by BUI Byrnes,all in favor, motion carried. 

Old Butiocu; 
Ed w. F'owleaskedAJ Diaz to explain the information 

i:011c4?rr1i1,g the ,uctger of the: 63" Diviiio,, Assodntio,,, 
Inc, with 1he 63rd lllfautry Division Association 
(US,\R) [US Army R«crve). Al Diaz erplained that 
rne-rge.r discus~ions hega11 ,fHh Ed Du11dic.k1 Bob 
Capasso, Al Diaz, and several other board members 
during the laS1 se·\l'eral nationa l reun.ions. AJ erplaine.d 
that the 6J:''Jn fantry Division Association (USAR) has 
q unrtcrlyboard me('Hngs nnd an onnual mttting. T hey 
do not ba.,•e big reunionr lasting, o,1er threei days. T he:jr 
annual meeting i s o ne day with a luncheon included. 
T he 63'' Jnfantr)' Divi<ion A,sociotion (USAR) 
publishes a newsletter called "Tbe BJadc," which ls not 
as erpensi~e.to J>tint and mail as the "Blood & Fire."lf 
we me,ie "ith the 63,. Infantry Dh i ,sio11 Association 
(USAR), they will keep the 63~ Infant ry DiYision 
bis1ory, and clcn1en1s of the "Blood & .Flre'' would be 
included in u1•11eB lade'' and mailed to the6J*' Division 
AssociaHo n me.mbersh.ip. Obviousl)', there ,~]) need to 
be rnort disc:ussfon and dtta.ils to be n'o rked out prior to 
the merger. 

Al Diaz. (current vice _president of the 63,. lnfantry 
DlYision ASsoclalion [USAR], Beverley llou~b1ou 
(c urrent presid ent of the. 63'' Jnfa11try Oiv"i.s"io11 
Association (USARJ), and i'vlilton lloughton, member 
of tht 63~' Infantry Di,1is:io11 Association (USAR) ,~ill be 
attending the ncl:1 Board or Governors mectlo~ of the 
63'' Infant ry Divis'ion Association (USAR) within the 
next two weeks and wiJJ present the me.rger for 
dlscussion at that time. They mil get back to the 63ri 

• CONilNUED ON PAGE 6 
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Corrections to the minutes of Al Diaz made a motion lhatthesecrel•ry shall lreep 
the 2011 63'd D1'v·1·s1·on a record or •ll members and delete what was .. Tilfenin 

the hy•lav."S J>erta..ining to keeping records on index 

Association, Inc. cards. The motion was seconded by Cale Hammond 
and c.arri"d. 

Board Meeting A discussion couceru:lng lhe conlinualion of lhe 
reu.1Uo1\S 1ook place ~ith board members decidina this 

The 63rd reunion of lhe 6J~ Division Assoc.ialion, 
Inc. met at 1he Crowne Plaza Hotel in I ndianapolis 
August 18,19, and 20, 2011. 

Edw Fowle called lhe meeting lo order al 9:00am 
on Friday, August 19, 2011 and the Lord's Prayer,. •• , 
repe:ued in 1tnison. 

John Downes. Cale Hammond, Bill Byrne,, Al 
Diaz, Tom C hatham, and Beverley Houvbton 
answen~d roll call with proxy voter.s Robert Be:nett, 
!VllJton lio1tghlon and liarold Lacosse. 

Officers pre~nt were Edw. Fowle-presidenl, 
Donna LaCosse-secrelary -treasurer, BUI ScoU­
historian, and Pred Clinton-\Vebmasfer. 

"'!,arold LaCosse r ead minuteso(the2010 meet:ing. 
1\-lohon to accept fl·as made by Al Diaz, seconded by 
Bill Byrnes •nd c•rried. · 

The 1reas1trer's report was read by liarold 
Lacosse. Al Diaz made a motion the treas1trer's 
report he accepted after the corrections were made. 
Beverley Ho11gh1on xeconded the motion and it 
carried~ 

Donna sajcl she tli<I not hove •llwod & Fire reporl 
ready ror tllis meeting bu.t wou.Jd ba,1e one ready for 
p1tblication in the next issue of the Blood ar,d Fire: 

The treasun,r reported she had listed the band fee 
twice. and would correct that error before the report 
was prh,ted in the November issue of the Blood & 
Fire. 

AJ Db:.i nm.U.nd«I the treas1t.rer that Uq1ticl assets 
shouJd be llSed instead oftot2.l assets since compu1ers 
and other materiaJs are n ot included in the niport. 

B"ill Scott's ldstorl4n report was accepted by • 
mo ti.on made by Al Dioz, secon<led by Bill Br rne• and 
earned. 
. Fred Clinton reported he sent a complete set oft be 

63rd l nfanlry Divisio11 Hisiorical Files O>s lo lhe 
63rd Regional Support Command M1ueum in 2011 
and lhe 63ff 0ivisioo Oag lo the 63'' USAR Historian, 
Tom Christianson, to the 63rd Ite-sen•@ at Moffitt 
Field on 13 Jan ti. B e "Jso reporl«I lh"I he has sen I a 
6J~ Division Flag, J r egimental 0:1gs. 7i. Army Flag, 
and •n American Flag to F l. Beru>ing. Georgia, 1he 
.Home oftbelnf:anlry. 

Board members decided keeping a re.cord of 
meml>ers on index cards was not n@cessarv sinoe a]) 

informal.ion is posted elsewhere) aJong · with the 
secretary, the h.istoriao and the " 'ebmaster. 

2011 reunion be the last one to be he.Id. Al Diaz m:de a 
motio~ to have the1!loo'!_ and P_ire a.v:illable to all people 
fr.f;e via 1he website. Gale Hammond seconded the 
motion and it carrie<L 

Al Di>:, made • motion the publlcotlon lo be 
changed lo approxlmalely November, February and 
l\<fay so thst Donna h:u more Oexibilify. Sec.on<ied by 
Beverley Houghton, motion carried. 

A disc11SSion ensued concerning the :1.ssociate and 
lhcir ellglbilllJ• lo hold an oC6ce and/or have voting 
rights. Al Dll\z made a mollon lhat assoclaie members 
have voting rights, seconded by Gale Hammond 

. I ' csrn~ . 
Al Diaz msde a motion that associate members be 

gh1en the right to hold an office. Beverley Houg,hton 
seconded the mo don and H cir ried. 

Bi11 Scot1 was asked to cootin1te keeping and making 
history items ava.ilabll' to the members. 

FrOO Clinton reported be bad inquir·ed about the 
Association preumting s p]aqae at one of the. museums 
~nd if the Association wants bjm to ge·t furOter 
mformaOon to do tltis he "ill do so and report back to 
the Board. 

EJcctions for Board ~1embers were conducted 
during the meeting. Their term "ill end 2014, those 
members incl1tde: J ohn" J ::tck" Linsoou Freel Clinton 
IVUke TI1omson, Gale Hammond, ;\,like J1tgan and 
!Vlillon Boughton, lheir lerms nill end Augusl 2014. 
Appointme-oh remained the same; they are \Villiam 
Scott - E2S4, Historian, and Karin Froberg-1\h,n.ano­
Anistant Historian, F r ederick Clinton - D2S4, 
\Vebmasler, and J\tlchael Thomson-Assist• nl 
Webmaster. The eleeled 2012 Officers .. w rema:ln the 
ume as 2011: Edward Fowle - PA862, President; 
Jud.ith Schaefer - Associate, First Vice President· John 
"Jack" R Linscott - A253, Sec,ond Vice Pre;ideot; 
Donn• L•Cosse - National Sccret• ryffrca.surer: and 
Mary Fran Colllcr- As.socbte, Reunion Treas1trer. 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
•••• 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
•*** 

lf you wouJd like to stay in touch 1'ith Donna 
LaCosse.~nd yo1trcards and letters lo: 

P.O. Box 86 - J\torocco.JN 47963 
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Dh1,9ionA.ssocia1ion, Inc. We had a lot of fun with i1; I President• • • - CQNJINYEDFRQMAAGE2 know th•• l\Uke enjoyed it •• mu.ch • • O\'e11·one in 

63" Division Assocbtlon, Inc. 's re11,>1on Corrnat for 
their annusl reunions. The. 63<' Division Associstion, 
I nc. has been following the same format for the fa.st 64 
)'ears and as yo u can tell has been very snccess(uJ. 

BeverJei• Ho11gbto11 stated the 63" Infantry Dlvlslon 
Associatlou USAR Is having a Boord of Governor's 
meeting on August 25'\ Beverley is the current 
President of the 6Jr' Infantry Division Asrociation 
USAR •ud plans to present the nbove ooUined 
suggestions to the board at tbat meeting. Disc11sslon 
and vote to merge tbe two organiz.atloo.s will be dnf'ing 
their anna:il meeting in April 2013. One.ea decision bas 
l,een made, Bm·erleywill inform the Boa.rdofDir~tors 
of the 63" Division Association, Inc. 

By joiniog the two 11ni1s, ll<,v, ii-lilt and Al fecl the 
merge will reacth•ate their operat:ion, ,,,hicb " ill create 
• new enthusiasn, Cor their membershlp. Their 
membership ages are in the 60's~ and as you know ou 
rnernberslup Is roaching into lhe late 80's. If they so 
desire, our associate members of the 63•" Division 
Associ ation. Inc. co>tlcl possibly become active 
members aud the 63'' I nfantry Divislon Association 
USAR 111111 wowd hopefully take the same action io 
de.velop nml bring in associate? mambC?n. I n doing so~ 
-..·e wo>tld be extending the history and the lifeoflhe 63~ 
Infantry Division and continue to be dedicated to 
preserving the "Spirit De Corpn of the outfit and the 
fallen members. 

n,e above stated ls ro11ghly the cliscnsslon we had 
after the 63"' Division Association, l nc .. 's August Board 
of Directors meeting. There seemed to be qu..ite a bit of 
enth11sia.sm beh1reen the thrtt 63,t I nfantry Division 
USAR members, i\'lG l\>lichael Scbwclger, and the 
particip:iting 63"" Division Auocia.tion, l nc:.'s Board of 
Ilirectors. 

As an added note. which ls addre.ssed in the minutes 
taken du_ring the annuaJ Board of Directors meeting. it 
was voted on ond passed 1h01 the 63" Division 
Association, Inc. ,,iU C'ntcr into the merge with the 6J"' 
Infantry Division Association USAR. Everyone w•s 
,•ery much in suppor1 of the merge and voted :ts s tate-cl 
It ls up to the 63'' l nfantry DhisiouAssociatiou USAR 
to agree and vote on consolidatio1l. which should take 
plo.ceinApril of 2013. 

Genera) ~tike's spel'ch on Saturday night incJuded 
talk of•' TheLut~fan Standing". D11rings break from 
dancing, General l\fike invited all 63..a Division 
Association, Inc. veterans to join him on I.be Door. De 
br011ght two bottles ofspirits 1o the meeting, and out of 
one, be made qu.lte a toast. The other bottle ls to be beld 
by the 63'' Division Association, Inc. for the last man 
member sf::J.nding from the " '\VD 63,a I nfantry 

attendance. l\ll:my pictures were taken, which, will be 
sharod at the next informal gathering. The next 
galhering wUl be annonnced later this year and ''.111 be 
poblished in the next Issue or lhe Dlbod & Fire or 
through emails and the web:dte. The gathering ~ill not 
be held unlil after April 2013. 

We will send 1tpdates and notices to the 63'' Division 
Associ:ltion~ l nc.1s Board or Directors, including 6Jn1. 
I nfantry Division USAR members Beverley lloogliton. 
Al Diaz, and l\Ult Boughton, and incl•ding llbjor 
C.enera.l l\'like Schll-eiger. 

l\1any thanks to .Jackie Pot1s, 1lfa11• Frnn ColUer, 
•nd J ,.dlth Schaefer forstcppingh> to take mi.notes for 
Dor,11a L:>Cosse. 

J•clith Schaefer and i\Iary Fran CoHler "iii 
assemble the November b sue oflhe Blood & Pirt!, with 
:usis1ance from Donna LsCosse, and edjted/printed by 
Pam Barlow of Rensselaer Print co. 

MnyGod Blessyo11aD, 
£ d,.'llrd/': Poork, Jr.,J>resulc11t 

A Memo from the Secretary ...... . 
Donna Lacosse 

I wou.ld like to begin by thanking everyone for the 
prayers, messages and calls this past year. It b u been a 
diflic11lt year. I have not been myseU. lnA11g.st oC20ll, 
I began to notieesornephysical changes and by the2011 
October l l\llOK ?\Uni-Reunion in \Vinchester, l ndfana 
e,,eryone and m1ery1.hingseemed Yery s1raoge. I lost the 
entire month of December and I cou.ld not make sen.se 
of things.Adding to aD of this I had terrible nightmare, 
and cowd not sleep.I wos taken to the hosplW and wos 
diagnosed " 1th very low oxygen Ie,•els. I was p11t hi I he 
intensiYe care unit for 5 days and n·:is put on oxygen. 
Once my oxygen levels were up snd itable I returned 
home to get sfronger. 

I u l\>Iay. agu.ln J returned to the hospital -..ith low 
oxygen levels and stayed ror a week to stabilize my 
C-Ondltlon. I ret~rned home to recuperate. One week 
follo,,ing my return home our grand so~ Jaman 
Iseminger, was taken from us by a senseless act of 
murder. 

In October, I ha\'e once agajn been hospitalized for a 
Wffk wi th Jow oxygen Jeve]s. l ha,,e been mov«I to 1 be 
n ensselarr Can• Center in R ensselaer, Jndi11.na to 
sfabilizc my c.ondHion and recuperate. I am on oxygen 
f..U tlmeand hopcf..Uy this"ill holp my condition. 

As vou know, I CAnuot see, so Harold reads a.11 or 
you_r ~=onderfuJ cards a net letters. He bas been my eyes 
and a great help to me.-Do1111a Lt,Cosse 
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Division Associ•tion, lnc., with comments Crom those 
discussions. The merger cannot be , •otcd on or 
approved u.ntil their annual mocCing, which will be 
held in April or 2013. 

AJ a.lso explained that by merging with the 63,.. 
Infantry Dn'l)ion Association (USAR), the memory 
and history orthe 63,. lnbntry Division would go on, 
and that all could continue to maintain individual 
chapters with meetings/reunions, as the constitution 
and bylaws of the 63"' l nf:anlry Division Associat:ion 
(USAR) permit currently the rormation and 
operation of chapters. 

OneuDiscuss'ion regarding mecgeri 
01tntlons from the Door; 
rJ'/mt is the alte.nrntfre if K1e 1/0 1101 merge? 
Answeri The 63'° Division Associadon, Inc., 

would be db wived. Judith Schaefer read fr-om the by­
laws referring to the funds remaining after settlement 
of all liabilitie, will bedi,-po,edof as follow,: 

(1) Thirty (30%) percent of remalnln.g 
fun<ls to the Camp Van D orn 
l\ilu.seum in C entreville, AUssissippi 

(2) Thirty (30%) percent or remaining 
r.nd, to the Camp Blanding 
l\'l .. eoutl, C amp Blandfog, Florida to 
bo used in the perpet11ationoftbe 63,. 
Infantry Division Memorial in the 
Camp Bl1111ding ~1tmoriaJ Park for 
as long as such fomds sb.U lilsi. 

(3) Thirty (30%) 1>ercent or remaining 
funds to theArmyM·useum cu.rrently 
planned for construction at the Fort 
Belvoir, Virginia. 

(4) Ten (10%) percent of remaWng 
funds to The Frtedom Foundation, 
Valley Porge, PA to be used in • he 
perpetual core of the 63'' Infantry 
Division i\1emori:tl located on the 
grounds orThe Freedom Foundation 
for as long as such f1mds shall last. 

Edw Fowle expfained that the reason for the 
mtrger woWll be to keep the memory of our faJJe-n 
comrades aliYe. 

Question about the dues: 
(I) A thought was that the d11e, ,hould be 

sent 10 the combined assocl•tlon but 
this Is a detail that "111 need to be 
,yorked out. 

(2) Some. distHssion to move Life 
£\i(embers info thl' merger enrollment 
witbollt dues. 

-CQN'TINUEO FROM PAGE 3 

If "'emerge, wlu1t/1appo,s to c11"e11tassets? 
(1) Afier tlols reotnlon, publishing the last 

Blood & Fire and pa)ing for th< 
postage to sllip all or the Historical 
information, which Bill Scott will be 
shipping. (Quite possibly, there will bo 
little left of the assets after all 
tr2nsactlons are Onallzed.) 

Again. ihese a.re detru.Js we ~ill need to YfOrk ou.t 
Edwsaid thal the 63

14 
l nfantry Division Dag we have 

\\ith us todll.y ,,iD be sent to Camp Blan<ling I\Jluseu.m, 
Camp Bl•nding,Florida. 

Karen F roberg•Marazano asked if members who 
are not prest'n( nttdcd to vote for the mcrg<'r? No 
reference to any such requirement could be found in 
the by-laws. 

GaJe Hammond made a motion to approve the 
merger aft'er the details were worked out, Al DeBliss 
seconded the motion. ~1otion was tabled for further 
di.scussion. 

Discussio11 t ook place r,ga:rdil1g t/le ,letflils for tire 
merger, with a hope lt wo,~d be worked 011( at this 
re-11 nion so a possible merge couJd be presented at the 
nert board meeting of the 63111 

l n_fantry Dh1sion 
Assocl•tion (USAR). After• disc .. sion a( both Board 
:Meetings, a proposal nill be de,•<'loped for preS(!ntation 
at the annu•I meeting of ihe 63~ Infantry Dlvislon 
As,ociation (USA.R} in AJ>ril 2013. \Ve will keep in 
touch with Beverley and I\<lilton Roughton and Al Diaz. 

A ne,r motion to merge was made by AJ DeBliss and 
seconded by BillBynoes.Allln C.vor, motion ca1Tlcd. 

When oil the dctnils arc worked out, the Board of 
Directors "111 be notl.6ed. All details will be reported In 
tbeB/ootl,111d Fire. 

l\Jloreopen discussion about the merger. 
Edw Fowle reminded everyone that this merger is to 

keep the memory a..nd the history of the \.VWil 63"' 
Infantry Division a.Jiyc in honor or all comrades. Since 
we arc onable to c.ont'inu.c with the 63" Division 
Association's annual nntionaJ reunions, by combining 
the two a.s.s:ociations. ,re can continue to s1ay in touch 
with ou__r comrades through the Blood & Fire - "The 
Blade" and oa.r ¥febsite "iD conti.nu.e ,,ith the history 
and tho posting orthc Blood & Fire- "'!'he Blade». The 
63" I nfantry Division Assoclailon (USAR) "111 be the 
best care-takers to perpetu.ate the 63~''s me-mory. 

8e\'erley Houghton explained that the)' ha,1e not 
been :u socially involved :a.sour Auociation. S he feels it 
is important 1o keep lines ofcommu.nication open. The 

· CONTINUED ON PAGE Z 
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only reason to accept :my ruuds thit m.igM be Jen from 
our Anodalion would be to publish and mail the 
newsletters, etc. The members of the 63" Division 
Association, Inc., would send all of their infonuation to 
63~ USAR or Beverley and ii would bepubHshed in Tire 
B/add/J/ood & Fire. There are currently about 200 
membersin the 6t• USAR organization. 

Ountions were raised 11bou.t associ11te members and 
an, they going to be accepted a.s members. 

Al Diaz explained that their constitution and byl:in·s 
would need to be amended to aceept assocfale 
members. This "01tld be worked out in the details 
of Che merger. 

Onestion; lJo H'e hare a list of all life me.mbe.rs oft/re 
6J'' Dfr/sio11 AssociaJio1,, l,,c.? Someone will check 
into th.is to obtain the list oflifc ntC'mbcr.s. 

l\1ore information wa.s re-q_ue.s1ed re:garcling 1he 63vc 
l nfontry Division Associ•tion (USAR). It w•s 
founded in 1960 and i5 based in Southern 
Californla. The headq11arters of the 63" Regional 
Supporl C,,mmand (USAR) is now based a1 
~lolfett Field, Mountain View, CA. The presonl 
63" Regional Support Command (VSAR) hu 250-
300 J>ersonnel, wiih many civilians forming lbe 
bulkof lhe c,ommand. 

Tbe6Y• tn rantry Dil'i.sioo was reacth11tedin 1952 as 
an Army Re~n1c dilrisio11, not on aclil'c dut y. The. 
dh15lon slalus was ended in 1965 when Che 63rd 
Infantry Dhision (USAR) was inacCival ed. The 
63rd as a numbered, two•slar command was 
acfrn.ted in 1967 as the 63rd Army Reserve 
Command (ARCOM). In 1995 the 63rd ARCO~! 
was lnactlv:ued and the 63rd Rtglonal S1Lppori 
Com111a11cl (RSq w•s actlvatetl. In 2002 the 63rd 
RSC u.ndern·ent 11 mune change to the 63rd 
Regions_) Re-adine5s Command (RRC}. Then in 
2009 the 63nl RRC ·n-a.5 inactil'a1ed and reacth1ated 
nithtbe nameof63rd Reb,'lonalSupport Command 
(RSC). All thro1tgb this hist.ory the members of the 
63rd, ,,·halever it ,•!'as callt<~ wore fbe "F1am.ing 
Blade" patch as lheir unit inJignla. 

\Vi1hin its res.e-rve period, 1952 snd on, it was 
c1riginally located in the Jla.zard Park Rese-rve 
Center in Los Angeles- CA. In 1981 it moved to Los 
'"\Jamjtos, CA and stayed there until jt was 
in•cti,•aled in 2009. The reactivation or Che 63rd 
RSC was done al Moffett Ficld, CA which i, whcro 
Che 63rd is localed today. 

Wi1hin the current struclure of the 63rd, there are 
maybe 100 mililary persons in the headquarlcrs 
and 123 personnel in threc US Anny Bands 

.subordinate to it. The ,..,hole of the 6Jrd today is 
around 400 people with close lo h:ilfofthem being 
cil'ilians. 

QaWiom /las ti,e merg~ lui!n bro11gl,t up to tl,e 6:r• 
l11fa11h'J'Divi..,Uo11A$$ociario11 (USAR)? 

We have three of their members on our board and 
they were waiting to pre~nt to the Board of 
Governors of the 63M Infantry Dh1sion Association 
(US,\R) based on ootr approval of Che merger. Now 
that Che 63rd Division Assoclallon, lnc., has 
:ippro\'ed the merger req11est, it C3n he. presented 
during the nex1 board meeting of Che 63' Infantry 
DivisionAs.sociatioo (VSAR). 

Q•e.sJjon; Does tire 63" h1fi111r,-y Divlsio11 Associatio11 
(USAR) ,,.,., a wcbsilc? 

They have their own web5ite. The. , -.·ebsite which 
Fred Clinton maintain.s for lhe 63u Divis'ion 
Association, I nc, has a link lo Che 63'' Infantry 
Dhi sion Association (USAR) website. Fred rims 
this site for us. Buf be is indcp<'nd<'nf, doing it on 
behalf ore he 63" Dh1sion Association, Inc. 

SuKcntions: 
(I) Name should be changed lo Che 63rd 

Dhision Association, Inc. 
(2) "The Blade" p1tbllcation shoultl lnclnde the 

n•meorthe~Blood&Hre" 
(3) A care! be senl co Donna and Harold 

LaCosse and signed by a.Il in s.Uendance 
(4) Judith Sc.haefer made a r«tu~1 thaf aU in 

attendance sign a sheet ni1h cu_rrent name, 
addreS$, lelephone n1u11ber and email 
address. 

(5) \Vbal are the next slop, of our 
organization? For the time being and until 
a.11 oft he detail5 are worked out, we need to 

carry on " i th wh"t "" have be,en doing. 
Al Dfaz mo\'ed to acljourn the meeting. GaJe 

H.ammondseconded the motion. The motion corrled. 
Respectf11/lys11b111i11ed, J11dit/JScl1aefer 

NOTICE 
It is 110 longer necessary for Life 

l\'Ie1nbers to pay a surcharge of five 
dollars annually. That policy l\'as in 
effect for one year, and that year ended 
in 2004. 
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Merger Discussion following 
Board of Director s l\feeting 

August 17, 2012 - 10:30ani 

Organization: 
6JN Infantry DhisionAssociadon 
• \V\VII 6JNI Di\"ision Association, Inc., 

merging into 63'~ Infantry Division 
Association (USAUJ 

• ~1embers from each org,m.ization ~ill be 
eq11•ls 

• \VWU organization has a chapter 
structure. The. chapters can continue to 
keep idcnlity. The 63" USAR currenlly 
ha s a provision that permits 
r ormation/operation of chapters. 

6J.,. l nf:rntry Di\"isionAssociation OSA.R ,,ill need 
1o vote at its annual meeting in April 2013 for 
arncndmenfs to its constitution, including one to add 
associate members. Tills should help 10 expand ihe 
membersh.ip. 

Al D iaz s tated I hat amendments lo the 
constit11tion of the 6JN USAR wouJd be required, 
which should comblJie provisions of lhe constit11tions 
of lhe 63R lnfantryDh1slonAssoclation (USAR) and 
""''-11 63,. Division Association. Inc. [It is 
preferable not to create a foia.Dy new association that 
wouJd lncu r costs or focorporation and a. new n1.li.ng 
by the Internal Revenue Servic.e of cha.rib.hie or 
, ,cteran's organization with tax-c-.xcmpt status.) 

Discussion n,gnrding "The Blode" - wBlood & 
Fire" 

Th• publication of the 63" USAR, "The Blade," 
sends o"I about 250 "°"" letters for en.ch moiling. II 
will be recommended that the 63~ USAR Blade, after 
a brlcfperlod of llSlng bolb names, , boll.Id become a 
combinedpublication calledthe"Blood & Fire." 

Ouestjons-
• \Vba.t do ,,-e want int.he nefflletter? 
• Should we use the "Blood & Fire" format or 

"The Blade" format? 
• Do we have an 1tpd•led malling Jlsl for lhc 

\V\V-ll 6Jrd Dh1sionAssoclatlon, lnc.? 
• The \V\V-0 63,,. Division Association~ Inc.. 

will need to provide clumges. 
The merger process once it has been approved, 

co1Ud take at leut a year to complete. 
There"ill be many steps to hand off information: 
• The s.ccretary/treasurcr (Donna LaCo.sse) 

will need 10 changesigna111recardsrorthebanks. 
It "ill be recommended that Donn• Lacosse 

he recognized :u the Editor Rmerifus 
• Edw Fowle and Donna LaCossc will check 

l\ith the c11rren1 printer oft.he ._'Blood & 
fire" to sec if they wo,Lld like to continue to 
print the organi2ation's"Blood & Flreffhe 
Blade." 

Woul<l like to use some of the 'WWTl storit.>s 
from back issues to put into future 
iss11n ofthe .... Blood & Fire." 

• Beverley Houghton .,iJJ send information for 
tbt Blood & Fire rcga.rdi.ng the merger 
discussion and \'ofe by the 63rd UASR. 
Edw Fowle. J udith Sehaefer, llfary Fran 
Collier and officers will continue. to work 
with AJ Diaz and Beverley and J\Ullon 
Ho1tghton toward the merger. 

This meeting was alt ended by: 
Beverley A. Houg.blon 
l\<lilton Houghton 
A.lfrtsl M. Diaz 
EdwFowle 
JudithSchaef,r 
!\<Lary Fran CoUier 
Bill Byrnes 
A.I DeBliss 
Tom Chatham 
Jack Linscott 
k\'Uke TI•omwn 
Boward Van Schoor 
l\<lel C.,ebel 
Cale Bommond 

Reportf ro,n the 63'' Infantr_v 
Division USAR Board of 
Governors on request for 111erger 
ByLTC Beverley Houghto11 USA (Rel) 
Past President 63,. Infantry Div:lslon Associallon 
USAR 

The 63'' I nfantry Division USAU Board mel on 23 
August 2012 and uuanl111011sly•gn,ed to proceed ,-11ha 
process toward potential merging of the two 
organizations. This goal is important as an honor to 
those who served lo \\I\Vll aud to preserve the hislory. 
\Ye will present a report seeking s 1.-pport on the 
progre" of this to ou.rwhole membersltip at our annual 
meeting on 28April 2013. l n the meantime COLAlfred 
Diaz and LTC Be,•erlcy lloughton who sen•e on both 
boards and LTC l\filton Jlo11ghton who stn•es on your 
board and is a member of the USAR a.ssocia1ion '"ill 
work wilb members of you_r board to develop 
r'1(:ommcndatlons for~ process that will be lJi lhe b est 
interests of both organizsfiou.s. 
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63rd Division Association, Inc. Historian's 
Financial Report to Council for 2011/2012 

From 30 J 11ne 2011 to 30 J une 2012 the following has been n,corded 

30 .Jun• 2011 Checking Account B:ilanco 

Orden for books, printouts, maps, J>afches, pins. CDs, DVDs, 
Pins i ncl oded postage donations. new patches, ref1mds, and 
Re1mion sales 

A,-aifable cub 

Eipenses: 

Post Office and UPS 

Book and map c.o_pies 

HP Japlop computer,, wi1h review of old compute-r, 
Buying, and set-up of the new computer by expert 

O ffice supplies such as pa.per, printer and copier cartridgl'S, 
Envelopes, binders~ a.ud Dash drives 

Long distance phone ealls 

Tru•el to De Ka.lb, IL 

EJ]}ens,s 10101 

30 J un• 2012 Checkbook Balance 

\Villiam J. Scott, 31t 63"" ID Association Historian 
9Angust 2012 

S2,693.79 

St,683.26 

S4,J77.05 

S 451.93 

S 3 10.98 

St,117.88 

S 240.24 

S 48.96 

S 21.28 

S?,191.27 

S?,185.78 

Blood and Fire Report 2011/2012 
November /February Issue (Printco) 
Paper or \Vabash ~ lalling) 
ll'l orocco Post Oflice (Returns) 

J\'l ny Iss ue (Printco) 
Paper of \Va bash 
ll'l orocco Post Office (Returns) 

Blood and Fire Expenses 

S?,222.38 
S 468,69 
S 18.30 

S2r193.36 
S 466.48 
S 10.30 

SS,579,51 

Submilfed by Do11110 Lacosse 
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63ro INFANTRY DIVISION BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
MEETING REPORT 

INCOME 

Regbtrations (23) 
Meals 
Donations 
History Pins 
Assoc Seed Money 
Additional Money from Assoc 

TOTAL 

EXPENSES 

l-Iospitality Room/Meals 
Ventriloquist Sbo,v 
Band 
Color Guard 
Server Tips, Nan1e Tags, Shuttle 
To Museum., Memorial Program 
Transfer Pin Money to BilJ Scott 
Bank Service Charges 

TOTAL 

Balance as of Oct 19, 2012 

$ 805.00 
3,870.00 

130.00 
90.00 

2,765.47 
7,000.00 

14,660.47 

7,448.39 
500.00 
400.00 

75.00 

340.05 
90.00 
30.00 

$ 8,883.44 

5,777.03 
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World War II veteran shares 
forgiveness and camaraderie 

By S. Derrickson Moore 
D;\,IOOJlE@LCSUN-NEWS.COl\f 

(Editor's Note: T/1cfotlowi11g (ll'h.c/e uppeare,I u, t/,e 
JI/U)' 31,2010 iss1Je 0/1/,eLas 011cesS1J11°News.) 

LAS CRUCES - This l\femori:il Day (11,lay 2010}, 
Charles "Chuc"---" 1\'li)es is harboring no hard foeliogs 
ror those who shot af him when he was a teen so]dier in 
th• lost days of \Vorld \Var 11. I n face. he hos just 
pr,senled • plaque 1hal bas a place of honor in Che 
~10ckmil.hl. Genn11.ny, cemete,ry where- he and ltis 
Cellow5oldien took reCugeonApril7, 1945. 

-It's the latest del1elopmeot in a story of forgivene.n 
and synchronkity that stretches back thro1tgh more 
thou six decades of world blslory. 

!\<Illes. 84. also co-aulhored the 2002 book "Once 
Enemjes, Now Friends", which tells 1he story of two 
young \\'orld Wa.r U soldiers (lvfiles and German native 
Felix Pfaeffie) who met as friends and neighbors in Las 
CrRC<S and re21lzed Iliac long ago, Ibey had been 
shooting al eocb other in a remote rural are• of 
Germany. The book was t.nanslated inco German and 
!\files and o·tbers h:nre since toured Germany and 
Franc,e together, making friends, signing books and 
shari ngstories ";ch his1ory buffs. 

A plaque, dedicated in German and English "in 
memory of the American and German solcUers and 
civilians who died during the last days or the Second 
\Vorld \Var in Miickmiiblff wos pn,scnled in April 10 
c:.e-remonfo-s by '\VoUg:mg Scb.laocb ofl\tesilla l'srk on 
behalf of [\,Jiles. whose heallh prevented him from 
maldng Che trip 10 Germany himself. 

Historical J>lsques are important to ?\files, a retirt>d 
textile ma.nufacta.rer and lifelong history buff. During 
his 20 yHrs i11 ill Cruces, be has beaded the Dona Ana 
Counly Hislorical Sociel}' and has p,rsonaJJy douat.e<I 
five plaques in honor or local hislorlcal •••enls and 
figures, now fea111red at sites from the Branigan 
Library to L:u Cruces City Hall and Veterans 
Memorial Park. 

"It 's my way of gil'ing back to the community I 
love." he said. 

He figured a plaque would also be a llttlng ace of 
dosnre marking the 65th annh•ersary of a war that is 
still vivid in hls memory. 

"On 1.he morning of April 5. 1945. a company of 

American sol<liers of the 6Jrd Jnfan1ry Division moved 
tb.ro1Lgh Rogheim, Germany, meeti.ng lit-Oe resistance," 
he said .... ,vc hoped ou.r lock ll'Ould contin11e, but it was 
not ml-ant to be." 

As squad leader Chol d•y, i\liles wos the firs1 
American solditr to euterthe village of~10ckmil.hl. 

"\Ve ch'1rged through an orclt'1rd into cite lown 
cemetery. Then bitter house-to-house fighting followed 
as we battled our way through the tow-n on to our next 
objective. 

OnApr1120, 1945. he was wounded. he said. 
H• dlsmlssedit ••")use• Oesh wound," rubbing che 

scar he still carries on h.is neck. 
It's clear 1ha1 he'd ra1her talk about the recent 

friendships he's made in Germany. 
IDs personal post-war detence campaign started 

when Donn Ana Comm,ulity College history professor 
Donna Eiehs1aedl inviledl\files and rraerne to speak to 
her historycl:us. 

11They'd ne,•er met, buf discovered in the class that 
they were neighbors in Las Cruces and once bad been 
"ith.111 lwo miles of each olherin Germani•ln 1945, two 
teenage soldiers on opposHe sides, shooting at one 
another." sald Eichstaedc. 

''1\'liles never forgot that cem(ltery or the town of 
MOckmiihl and after writing a book abouf hjs war 
experiences in 2002. he ¥ms in"itecl by the local 
hlstoric•I sociecy for a visi1. Wolfgang Scltlauch, Chuck 
Miles.Felix PfaelDe, my husband CarlEichstnedt aud I 
traveled to Germany in 2002 and ,isited many of the 
villages where Chuck aod his 63rd fofanlry Division 
httd foughL \Ve were tn,ated royally and gave 1:ilks ond 
met a fewGennirn ,1eter:rns," she sa.id. 

''1 developed some warm friendships with 1he 
people of llfockmiihl, especially l'illage h.iscorian Dr. 
Karl-Heinrich Kraft. ,Yho later ,isited me hert> in Las 
Cruces,» l\Ule-s said. 

Ii• Jearo ed their bjstorical societ y was 
contemplating a plnque 10 commemorate the Battle of 
MUckmiih.l and Ille end of World \.Vor D by 
remembering those - both Americans and Germans -
who lost their fu,es. 

"\Vitb input fro m ~fOckmii.bl ~1ayor ffirich 
Slammer, Dr. Krall and Professor Sch.iaQch, llfiles 
decided to hav• a plaqQe made for Che wall of honor ln 

· CONJINUEO ON PAGE 30 
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On a personal note: 
The Board of Directors meeting fell $3,948.95 short of meeting 
expenses for the 2012 meeting/reunion. Participation dropped off 60% 
compared to last year. Participation at the Reunion/Board of Directors 
meeting has been falling off each year due to failing health, mobility 
issues and deaths of our veterans. This year was more of a drop off than 
the planning committee was anticipating; therefore our person charges 
were not enough to cover our minimum hotel charges. Trying to keep 
the per person cost of the reunions reasonable while trying to provide 
value has become quite the challenge. We are all finding this a sad 
reality of life. 

The 63rd Infantry Division has been a very close knit outfit keeping up 
friendships and making new ones along with reminding the younger 
generation that war and its horrors are not the ideal way to solve our 
problems. Those of us in the younger generation have learned the 
importance of family and faith and bow grateful the veterans are for the 
part their comrades played in their survival. As result of the reunions 
being a family affair we not only have good family memories, but many 
ofus have made new friends. We are trying to come up with a way to at 
least keep our line of communications open and still be able to get 
together on a smaller scale than in the past. We still need to make the 
generations after us "Baby Boomers" aware of what was given up by 
others so that they could enjoy their freedom, all their creature comforts 
and their technology gadgets that they think they cannot live without 
today. 

Thank you for letting me have a role in keeping the 63rd Infantry 
Division alive. 

Mary Fran Collier 
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Leonard "Len" Zimmerman, C~263 Sl C, Lansing, 
Michigan, died J\fay 2012. 

l\'lichael ~J\Uke" J ugan. l\'lED 253. Pons tow11. PA. 
died J uly 2-012. 

Ezalee Newman reported Wiley Newman died 
October 2012, He served with Co. A. 253, 63 at Camp 
Van Dorn and l ncombat.-PauJVem1illion. 

It ls "1th great sadness tltat I report the cle:tth of my 
l)ad, James E. Gnb:un or l>ecatar. l\.iliuissippi. JJe 
pas.sed awsy1,11 Octol•er ll, 20·12. R e was a life member 
of the division and wu: proud, as ·we all ·were, of his 
service "ith the 63rd ID, 353rd. C ompany K. - Jim 
Graham. bisson.Kalserslantern. Germany. 

- Lette111s -
REGRETS MISSING 
COLUMBUS MEETING 

9/2911 2 
Dear S uper Chief Edwsrcl F. Fowle, President of 

"'Blood and Fire", 
T b.is is Frank W. J\1arsh..U. • previo•LS member of 

the 63rd Division, ln 1947. when I was hlt by an 
artillery fire. in U.S. while I was a member of Col 
Britt's field artillery. 

I am writing this to admil to you that I had pl:anned 
Co aHend your"Blood and Fire" meeling onAugust 16· 
19. 2012i11 Cohtmb us, OMo. 

J\iy excuse ls, I .lost my "ife jllst before, and J was 
really in trouble. She bad picked up an infection with 
surgcryandpuS-ed aw:1yi11 ?.011. 

It was necessa.ry for me to cancel my trip 10 
Columbus, much to my regret. I really would h:ive 
enjoyed a "get together" wieh alJ my old friends.. 

Yours trulJ; 
Frank II~ ,f'(/arsha/J 

Happy 
Holidays! 

WISHESTO 
CONTINUE TO 
RECEIVE "BLOOD AND l•IRE" 

Since my husband', (Tioyd JJornbackcr, Sgt, 254 
J nf.) passing, I wish to continue r~.eh'lng .. Blood and 
Fire", and also am sencling a donation to help with the 
organization's expenses. 

Be and I both realJJ•enjoyed the 6Jrd Divisio n news 
while he was still with us. 

Our family really misses him. \Ye had a beautiful 
nt('moria.l ceremony for him at the Veteran's Cemetery 
in Holly. l'>Ucldgonln i\1ay, 2011. 

\Yhen I pus 011, I "ill be placed be,ide hinL As we 
were. together for over six:ty•six years on earth. we sha.lJ 
continue to be together int.he hereafter. 

He '\\"aS so proud to have served our country, and our 
ramilyc.ontinues to be proud of him. 

Bu t wishes to •U hls b uddles a.nd friend• In t.be 63rd. 
A1111al/ombackcra11d/a111Uy 

EN.JOYS REAI>ING 
"BLOOD AND FIRE" 

I tnjoy reading the .Blood am/ Fire but h:n •e been 
unoble to attend the last of the re11nlo1LS. 

~ly next trlp .-1D be the big one. 
Ric/1«rd Iii Seo/I 

SERVED TOGETHER 
NOW LIVlNG 
NEAR EACH OTHER 

I ' m now 93-years-<>ld. I joined in February 1945 • 
3rd Squad Second Platoon. 

In this squad "-as a boy, 18,, at the lime from my 
hometownin l o"-a Qnd a Sgt~ Tom Lucas. 

\Ve sen•ed together u_ntil the end of the wa r.After tbe 
wart Peter B:auer, who knew my younger sister, married 
in Iowa in 1946. 

Tim WNl't on and Pete moved to Arizona in 1960. I 
moved toArl.zon• in 1980. 

" 'e live about ?O 1niles apart About 10 years ago 
Tom Lucas called me and be bad moved to Arizona and 
lives about 50 miles £rom me in l\<lesa. 

\Ve call on occasion, but are all retired now in 
Arl.zoru>. 

llo• •«rd P. ,i/Ulu 
Col. 254, Pfc. 
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A Top Shelf 
Event! 

At the Columbus, OH board meeting and 
niini reunion banquet the Comn1anding 
General of the 63"' Regional Support 
Command , MG Michael Schweiger, 
presented reunion President Ed Fowle a 
bottle of " Makers Mark" Kentucky 
Whiskey. The signed bottle by the General 
has an accompanying note ,vhich reads: "To 
whoever shall possess this bottle: This bottle 

t'olotA.'CJl'IO Oi!CIW. ... ~.._..c..­
llG .. T-­

,...._ \lot,, ' ~ ""4)4.) 

-Z: ""-~•• ~\.I ,,...~~• \\ • l:.ilt.. 

-.,,,_. \..-~ .... , ...... ~ ~!r"'•' .. •\ ~ .... t .,..J...,~ 
f., •\. L,.~ "-· J II .. <,~ L-iJ;, i:>---• 

with my signature is reserved exclusively for ,_ ______________ ___... 
the Last Man of the 63rd Infantry 
Division ... " 

The General graciously and " wisely" 
brought a second bottle ,vith him - which 
was used to toast the members present of 
t he WW II 63'4 Infantry Division 
Association, our fallen brothers in arms 

a n d 
----, those 

w ho 
h ave 
go n e 
before us. Once the veterans completed the initial 
toast all present participated in making additional 
toasts including the ladies. Peggy von Pentz said it 

=-- ...1!.L:.~~:!_'~' l:it:c:r:ally took rny breath a,vay!" 

s11b111itted by Mike Tho111so11 al 

~~-
~ 

-
.._ • . ,i -~ 
"· 

~,. 
L " • J:;-.1 

11 
• s • • 

Ii -~ 
~ 

" 
! ....... '"! .. . • • 

•- ..... 
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- .. ~! .. 
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BLOOD AND FIRE PHOTO GALLERY 

Engaging in friendly conversations ... 

• 
, .,._., 
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Last call for the 63rd 
EdiWr~· llllfei CNN Ccmtributc>r Bob Greene is a 

best-sel/i11g author whose 25 books i11cl,11/e "Du!Ji: A 
f-'ather, His S011, and the A-1011 IY!to IY011 tlte IYllr'' and 
"011,·e Upon a Town: The ~lirac.le of the North Platte 
Ca11tee11." 

(CNN} - And then there were 10. 

" I think this is probably our last reunion,» said 
Howard Van Schoor, 86, of Mentor, Ohio. " I wish it 
could continue, but we' re getting shorter in 
numbers." 

At a hotel where I was ~1aying near an Ohio 
interstate highway exit, I had seen a small group of 
elderly men havin g breakfast together each morning. 
In front of the little area that had been reserved for 
them was a placard with a military insignia and the 
word.s: " Blood and Fire}' 

l would see them in the elevators; I introduced 
myself, and found out that this was the annual reunion 
oftbc 63rd Infantry Divis ion that, in \Vorld \Var II, had 
fought its way through France nnd Germany. Fifteen­
thousand Amcrir.an soldiers in that division had 

c.rosscd the occ.an to Europe; the men I spoke with said 
that some 1,100 had been killed in combat, with many 
thousands more injured, some grievously. 

The ones who were lucky enough to make it home 
after the war began having reunions in 1947. They were 
lori:e events during the 1950s ond into the 1960s; SOOor 
600 vete rans of the 63rd Infantry would convene for 
regional gatherings, and would bring their families. 
Sometimes, the men told me, there would be thousands 
of people ot the get-togethers. 

Ten soldiers were well enough to come to the nation:d 
reunion this year. 
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Infantry Division? 
by Bob Greene, CNN Contributor 

"They would love to hold onto it," said Mary Fran 
Collier, the daughter of former infantry sergeant Bill 
Byrnes , whom she had accompanied to the reunion. 
" But this will almost certainly be the final time. \ Vith so 
few of the men who arc still alive and able to attend, we 
don' t even have a large enough group to get a good rate 
at hotels." 

Her dad - 86, a retired c.arpcntcr who lives in Oak 
Lawn, Illinois - said he was 18 when he went into the 
service. Fighting i.n Europe, he said, "You had to depend 
on one another for whether you lived or not. \Vhcn you 
lost one, it was like losing a brother.' ' 

That is why the reunions have always meant so much 
to him: ~•, vc went through the sam e things, and we're 
the only ones who c.an understand that. \Vhen you're 
getting shel.led together ... the lucky ones who made it 
through, it's just so good to sec each other every yc.ar. 
You ' re just so glad to see them." 

T hey were riflemen and artillerymen and 
mortarmen during the European campaign; they slept 
out in the open when the temperatures were below zero 
and when the temperatures were 80 degrees, they 
sometimes had to go weeks without bathing. they dug 
foxholes for shelter and ate cold rat ions and dreamed of 
home. They encounten•d, and hl•lped to liberate,, Nazi 
conc.entration camps and, the indelible horror fresh in 
their eyes and in their minds, they fought on. Young men 
th en, they often feared that they would never have Ole 
chance. to sec their families again. 

At the dinnertime banquets at the three-day reunion 
this year, c,ren with family members and an honor 
guard present, there were only around 35 people in the 
room. A ventriloquist entertained the old soldiers one 
night; at one me.al there was a combo playtng songs 
from th e 1940s. 

In the weeks since the reunion, I have kept in touch 
with some of the men and have spoken with them some 
more. They told me that the motto of their division -
that " Blood and Fire" line - dcrivl-d from a wartime 
speech by \Vinston Churchill, in which he said that the 
Axis 1,owcrs wou.ld "bleed and burn In expiation of their 
crimes against humanity." 

T he men know that very few people remain who 
rec.all the duty of the 63rd. But their pride in their 
combat rcn1aius fierce. 

"'This di\'ision accomplished everything it was asked 
to do," said Edward F. Fowle, 88, ofSprlngfleld, Ohio, 
who was 19 when he went in. "Never gave up an inc.h of 
ground, literally or figuratively." 

The men said they hope that American military men 
and women who arc servi.ng around th e world right 
now will someday find the same c.omfort and warmth, 
when, 50 or 60 years in the future, their own surviving 
numbers g,row smalJ, and they arc able to get together 
with those who fought beside them: with the people 
who know best what they went through, who shared 
such an arduous and defining part of thei r young lives. 

"The feellng Is still there," said Or. J ack Linscott, 86, 
a retired family physician in Marysville, Ohio, who 
enli.stcd when he was 17. ·"\Ve have something in 
common. \Ve counted on e.ach other then~ and we still 
do. It helps to know that there is someone who wUJ 
watch your back." 

At the hotel, the men sat and talked quietly. Some 
walked slowly; other guests at the hotel either waited 
patiently, or hurriedly walked around them, intent to 
get where they were going without delay. 

••My eyesight isn' t too good anymore," said Howard 
Van Schoor. " Bu t I like seeing these friends every year. 
They prott...-cted me, and I am grateful for that." 

During the war, Bill Byrnes said. when a member of 
the 63rd would die in combat, replacement troops 
would be brought in. ""After a while, we learned not to 
get too friendly. in a way." he said. " Because we knew 
that it would be breaking up your heart again when one 
of them goes, too." 

The end of the. reunions is something the men say 
they k.now they will have to accept ... , vc don' t cry on 
each others'shoulders about It," J ack Li nscott told me .. 
"The feeling is that it has come to tMs, and there's 
nothing wc can do about it." 

They understand that in the end, as at the beginning, 
they have each other. 

·"The. kinship is not somethi ng that you set out to 
form," said Edward Fowle. " It's just something that 
happens." 

·"There is a bond between infantrymen." 
(This article was origittally published 011 CN N aud is 

bei11g re•prillled ccurteJyof Bob Greene and o/CNN.) 
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BLOOD AND FIRE PHOTO GALLERY 

Dancing the night away ! ... 
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BLOOD AND FIRE PHOTO GALLERY 
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World War II - P. 0. W. 
Followi11g are 1/1e m,e expnie11c-,s as told by Ro/0111/ 

I/. Hilts, Jr. 
(The follon1ng 3rlicle Is a conllnnation from lhe 

ll1ay2012 issueof1heB/ooda11dFire.J 

PRISON CAMP · 
STALAGIYB 

\Ve fnccd the <lrcaded train agal11. T he con<Utions 
hadn,t changed a bit. Only this lime, the me.n tn me 
car were told not Co grab the five gallon can - it was 
for water. As we loaded on lhc lraln. l looked over 
toward a grocery. There "''a.s :i Coca-Cob sign 
hanging out in Cront or the store, ju.st like back home. 
I thought, "1/,at" s,,u,fl "'Otld ,·,really is. 

Ano1hcr bot rldel Exccp1 Ibis trip didn't ta.kc as 
long. StllJ i't seemed like a long time be£ore we Onally 
arrived at our ntxt camp, Stah.g IV B.. located at 
Jltnl;Jberg on the Elbe ruver. There were some Poles. 
Rnssfans, F rench, and H•U•ns ,u Ibis camp. n,c 
barracks ·we were assigned to had a Brit ish sergeant 
in charge. J\1y 1ulifonn was torn and ragged. Tiie 
British gave me a shirt aud palr oCp•uls. The British 
QDjform was heavier than my U.S. issu.e. and Q. ,,,ool 
and scratchy. 

T he EngUsh respected rank. TI1ey wou.ld salule a 
German officer the same ns theirs. The Americans 
,.·erejnsl nol bred that way. We r<SJ>ected rank oro,u 
own~ bnt co1tld never brlng ou_rseJves to saJu.te any 
German. The Collo,.1ng day• British Sergeant lliojor 
gave ns a lo.lk •bout Ure in the prison camp and whal 
wos expecl•d of'"· They hod• slore or sorts set up in 
thlsCJ>mp,yon couJd buy any 1111mberof1hfogs, if you 
had the cigitrettes to do so - swe.:.ters. shoes, pants 
and slurls, plus food or all kinds. We were also told 
you co•~d barter,.itb lheGerman guards fora loaf or 
bread, tbe price wus fifteen clg•rettes. Solt was 
impossible to get and sugar was rare to find The 
British bad everything so regimenled ii was just like 
being in lhe Army. 001 ln a prison camp. The 
Americans, as ,uuo.l, wou.ld start bidding Coro Joaf of 
bread from a German Guarcl. Before you knew it. Che 
price had been <lrivcn to eighly cigarettes a loaf. The 
Brlllsh j IISI abo111 h•d a hemorrhage. 

I h•d losl quile • bil of weight and I was getting 
weak.I knew I had to keep my muscle lone. ,.-ha11ittle 
w:a.sJdt.As a non-commissjoned officer I dldn't have 

to work, hut the fellows who did go out to work in the 
Cields were able 1o get potatoes and some other 
vegetobles. I storted wulking each <l•y •round lhe 
compound., increasing the distance day by day until I 
gradually began to g:Li11 some strength back. 

T he day, were long and ti.nu.- seemed to stand still It 
would bu'e be.,11 a lot worse if I hadn' t bad my little 
Ne.wTe5tament. Each day I would read it over and over. 
I gaiof!d so much strength and io.spi.ration. It also 
helped keep my mind more aler~ phn gave me hope 
th!lt the war ,,·ould soml'day be o,•er. After all, I bad a 
lot fo go back home to! 

Each morning we bad to line up in rows of 6,,e. A 
German officer would walk along countjng the rows of 
rn•e, ten. firteen, and so (orfh. We would lint.\ up fi,•e

1 

then six, the next row maybe three, then se,·eo. He 
would start counting, then come to thl' 1mcven 
numbers. He would stop, then would start, "'Pi,,e,fi,,e, 
jil"e." \Ve l't'o1Lld line HJ> all O\'er again u.ntil he wou.ld 
grow tired or onr littJe game. Then we bsd to stand 
tberti for two or three ho11rs. He would finally come 
back and a-5k i(we wanted to cooperste. Unot, no bread 
r·ation that day! lfhe counted fifty men that meant we: 
would get fh1e loaves of bread fo be shared fen mrn to a 
lo,r. 

The English had ashorl wa,,e radio concesled in the 
camp. Each morning a German offic.er wouJd come fo 
each barracks to read a news bulletin. TI,c news would 
be <lishe-ar1e-n_ing. He would say the Americans were 
drh·en back to the .sea and before long wouJd be wiped 
out.After he Jefl, the English wou.ld post a man al each 
door. tbe-n they would read the la fut n ews bulletin ss 

broadca-51 by the BBC; the: Americans and British had 
actually advanced, the Germans were gradually being 
driven back to Germany. This sure h@1JU!d perk up 
everyone. \Ve also had a lilll• deal going mlh lh• 
Cerman guards. You bad to be very carernJ, as the 
guard dogs wouJd patrol the c.ompou.nd after dark and 
were re-illy mean. \Ve would trade our instant coffee for 
bread. The guard wou]d wet bis finger, then dip it into 
the coffee lo l,ste ii. Wh•l lhe guard did not lrnowwas 
tbal we would fill the can ha!( full of ashes lhen p11I 
instant colTM on top. 

T he latrine was a building with sbout fir-teen holes in 
a long board o,·era concrete pit R,ach day theCermaus 
wo,~d )lQmp the hoJe. ln E>Lrope they 11se bQm•n w•ste 

• CONTINUED ON PAGE 21 
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to fertilize their fields. The w~1ste is pumped in a large 
drum (we called theShizen cart, or sHt c:trt).A Russia n 
drove lhe cart which is pulled by an old oxen. He would 
get the oxen up to a trot :.1s he wen t down the street. The 
wagon would start rocking back and forth as the 
contents would slosh out onto the ground. \\'hen the 
Russian came back to c:am1>, be would smuggle in a loaf 
of bread enclosed In a gunnysack hung down inside I he 
cart. If you were able to trade for the bread, the 
thought never occurred wh~tt might be on the crust, 
especialJy since the sack would smell like -- you know 
wh,tt! 

I traded cigarettes for a piece of hard tack. Hard 
tack is about four inches square and impossible to eat 
One of the British fellows finally told me how to fix the 
hard tack. He said to soak it in water al l night. T he next 
morning it was about eight inches square and about an 
inch thick. I then fried the hard tack, it was r eally good. 
The British are quite innovative. They would take a 
powdered milk can and make a pot with a shute 
aUached to a fan drh1en by hand. You could put any 
matel'ial that would burn in the pot, light it, tu rn on the 
fan, and it would boil water in about five minutes. I 
gave five cigarettes for one of these, then two cigarettes 
for a pot to cook in. The pot I had was about ten inches 
high and nve inches wide. The Russian I got this pol 
from had taken a nail and scribbled a nower-like 
design on the side. The pot sen-ed not only to cook with, 
but a lso as you I' eating utensi l. \Ve continued to trade 
instant coffee (half "shes wilh a layer or coffee on lop) 
for bread. They finally wised up and would s tir it a little 
10 see if I hey were getting coffee. One particular night, I 
sl ipped outside to try to trade instant coffee for bread. 
The. guard was superstitious to begin with. I held the 
Un or coffee our 10 him. He held the bread while he 
las led the coffee. He dropped the bre:td and yelled as he 
got a good taste of ashes. I took off as I knew the noise 
would bri ng the dogs. I was running as fast as I could 
when everything c:une to a hall. A wheel barrow was 
lying along the fence. I fell into and o n top ofit, d ri\•ing 
my knee into a metal band. I crawled along the ground 
as fnsl as I could. I could hear lhe dogs barking. I jusl 
got to the. barracks, Cl'awled inside, when the dogs 
s tarted snapJ)ing at my heels. I was deathly sick to my 
stomach from lhepain. I laler found oul I fractured my 
knee c:1p. The next morning I couldn't ge.l oul of my 
bunk. My leg was swollen about h,•ice its si.ze. A 
German guard c.ame in and threw me ou t of my bunk, 
then started kicking and yelling at me to get outside. 
The pain was so intense, I couldn' t make it. He left me 

• CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20 

there on the floor. The worst thing was that I didn •t get 
any bread ration lhal day. I had lo gel myself u1> lo al 
least be counted the next day so I wouldn't lose my 
ration another day. A buddy found a piece of a tree limb 
which I could use as a crutch. I was able to hobble 
around to al least get my ration of bread and ersatz 
(coffee). \Ve also got either cabbage soup or pumpkin 
stewed water. Once every other week we also got 
rul:tbaga, which we ate fried, stewed, or even raw. 

I had a double edge razor blade which I would 
ustrnJ)" on my shoe to shaq,en it so I could shave. 
Sometimes ii seemed like it pulled my whiskers out by 
the.roots! 

It is August and the Germans h ave a problem. The 
Poles have risen against the retreating German Army. 
They fought against overwhelming odds for sixty one 
d~tys before being beaten down. The Russian Army 
wasn't too far away, but they offered no hel1>. After the 
uprising by the Polish people, a train load of women 
were brought in to our camp. I asked a German officer 
abou t the women being taken prisoners by the 
Germany army. He told me they had fought against the 
fatherland so they were considered soldiers. They were 
all lined u1> in an open com1>ound. They had their 
clothes removed, then stood there. in the hot sun while 
their clothes were being deloused in gas ovens. \Ve 
could see the women at a disl'ance, they were outside for 
about six hours before they were gi\'en their clothes 
back. \Vord reached us that the Polish people were 
really slaughtered. \Ve c.ouldn't get used 10 seeing 
women in our camp. Soon they were lined up and taken 
out to work on nearby farms. 

In this camp we have a tall, s lender German guard 
whose name is Von Sli mmer. \Ve call him Slim, he 
responds each morning, '"Gut morgan,'' meaning 
''Good morning." He was on the Russian front until he 
was badly wounded. He hates lhe Russians with a 
passion. Every t ime he gets a chance he kicks the 
Russian prisoners in the rear end. The sharp pointed 
boots the Genm1ns wear ~1re excellent to d rive your tail 
bone up beh,·een your shoulder blades. 

Each morning the Italians and French line up 
outside their barrnck.s and march off to work in the 
German factories and on the farms. \Ve line up and boo 
the French and Italian for collaborating wilh lhe 
Germans, 

The only water we get is for drinking. Oh, what a 
good hot shower would reel like. The days pass by, the 
hunger pangs ne\'er leave. \Ve sit around and dream of 
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all kinds of exotic foods. Rach w«k, on Friday, .. ch 
barrack gefs a ration of peat bdquefs to burn in the 
stove~ The Germans charge us twent)' cigarettes for 
the small basket of peat. 1\,'0 or three of us wouJd go 
with an ol<l guard who '• called Pops. H e couJdn 't 
>peak English so we called him all kinds of names, all 
the time patting him on the back ond smiling. Ile 
would nod his head in agrerment. If he only knew 
what be was being en.lied, there wou.Jdn' t be.any grin. 
Pm sure. As one man wou.ld load the peat in lhe 
basket, we woWd take turns get-ting old Pop's 
attention, alJ the time, sta.ffing as much peat as 
possible inside our shirts and a.lso stuffing 011.r 

pockets filll. We wouJd then go back to lb• barracks 
where we stashed the pe2t above the cei.Jing. We were 
trying to gei ts much as jlOSsible for the Christmas 
holidays. 

T he days were getting colder as winter approached 
and the barracks, nith their dirt Ooon and brick 
walls, were lllso cold and damp. We only bad oue 
stove for the whole barracks. The fellows near lhe 
StO\l'e got some benefit from Otc he2t, b1J.t the fellows 
on each end (elt only the co]d. Some glass was missing 
from someofthe ,,indowst but we did manage to find 
somr cardboard to keep the a.ir from blowing 
throtlgb. 

The double born.ks we slept in only had Ove or six 
slats on which to place our gunny sack mat1tt-ncst 
which were st11ffed l\ithstraw. The slafsslide often so 
you had to be careful to keeJ> from falling on theOoor. 
If you had the upper bunk, you would "ind up on top 
of the fellow below. 

A Brltish oul6t had been cap ho red in NorthACrlca. 
T hey were part of a dhisional band, and for some 
n.nknown rrason, the GC'rmans p<'nnit1cd them to 
keep their mlUic.a.J instrmnents. 

Each Saturcl:ly night we were allowed to h::tve a 
jam session with one bass fiddle. an acc,ordiou. and a 
clarinet. \:Ve pJayed all the popular songs and i1 sure 
helped boost 011.r morale. 

One morning about four o' clock, sirens were 
bfari1Jg o.ud S.S. l"'roops were yelling aud rousing a.s 
0111 in the s now. We stood I here ror abo11t two ho1Lrs, 
huddled together. ••ch man wiO, his blanket around 
him. The S.S. Tr oops just about tu.rued the barracks 
upside down. They were looking for the ra,dio. (I had 
two smaU cookies hldden iJ.1 my boutk for whlch I 
traded two cigarettes "1th one of the English fellows. 
Ile had recdved the cookies Crom home.) \Vhen we 
were finally able to return to the barracks it was in 
shambles. F.acb bunk had been o\'erturned and my 
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two cookies were gone! The ra(Uo ,,,a.sn:t ro1U1dl The 
British bad hidden it in the bass Od!Oe. 

One d•y, while walking put the. barr•cks of the 
Frencb, I could imell a rabbit cooki11g on the stove.1\fy 
buddy and I thought, "~fan, wou.Jd that tastegoodt"He 
stood by the door,switchecl oil the light as I grabbed the 
rabbit and look oil. I shock the rabbit inside my short .. 
• it ft'U BOT! \1/e shared the rabbit and boy, did it taste 
good. Our stomachs wenm't used to such food so we 
were both s ick, but it was worth iL T he next day the 
German officer had a <liscussfon about stealing from 
fellow Joriwners. I did bum my s10111och, but the rabbit 
sure did tasle good. 

The British fo11.od out the Germans were go"ing to 
make a surprise inspection. Someone put a large turd 
in a tin ca.n Then they ran a piece of ,rire along the 
outside of the barracks w•II and buried the c:1n at the 
end of the barracks. A little guard saw the wire amt 
called for another guard to show b_im what be had 
ro,rnd. The German officer 1rnshed him aside, dug 
down to the can, grabbed it and shack his hand in the 
can. Vou should ha,'e sctn the look on bis face. Be 
t1<rned red with anger. He started kicking the little 
guard ill the rear end. We last sa~· him running ahead. 
Each time he was kicked be yelled and tried to ran a 
lit-Oe fa.s1er. We never saw hi~ again. We all thought he. 
w:is 1,robably sent to the Rus)ian front. 

\Ve got pumpkin about once • week. The fellows 
wonld cul the pumpkin up after lt was peeled. then 
throw the st'eds :and membram.• out.side. The Russian 
prisoners would be there grsbbing handfuls of the 
seeds and stuffing them in their rnouthi. \Ve would boil, 
fry, and stew the pumpldn. Salt, pepper, aud sugarwere 
items not a,,aifable. ·n1e on.Jy spice you couJd get was 
paprika, wb.ichwasntt much except for color. 

One day a wagon hauling cabbage in the camp 
passed by (be Russian compound.A Itussi:ingra.bbed a 
bead of cabbage and took off. Unfortunately, a Germ:1n 
officer haJ>pened to see him arul took off in pursu.JT. Be 
rounded a corner, tossed the cabbage to a buddy then 
fell as he was struck by the German. Another Russfan 
was sweeping the street with a c.rudely ma.de broom, 
consisting of a stick wnh h,igs tied on the encl The 
German orncer grabbed the broom ancl started to flail 
away on the poor Russian.All the time the poor gu.y was 
getting beaten, his buddy wouJd point to the head of 
cabbage he had hidden under his coat. The Runian fell 
to the grou.od as the German gu1e him one more mighty 
hit on his head. The officer l'i'U exhausted and out of 
breath. He left on bis bicycle. A couple of Rousinn.s 
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picked their man up and carried him into the Russian 
compound. L:>.ter we beard he had died, but the 
R ussllns probably dldn't report bis death right away. 
When one of their men died, they ,,·ould hold him in lbe 
s1anding position to be cmrnted so they col11d get extra 
bread sll,,tment. \Vlum he l,egan to smell. they would 
tu.m his body over to theGcnua11s (or bnriaJ. 

It isDecemberand the 6rst snow bas beg•ln to faD.lt 
is getting colder and Christmos is coming. \Ve decided 
that ir l'V('ryone boarded as many prunes, ra.isins and 
flour as they could, and what little sugar we bad 
receh,.Nl in Red Cross 1,ackage-s. I would uUempt a 
specin.l hoUday fr11.it cake (pudcling). Using coffee cans, 
I phtnned to cook this. , 1ery slow, over a fire, u.sing the 
peat 1"'e had been storing. However; all of this peat 
finally was too much for the ceiling to hold and tho 
«iling collapsed. We started a good fire in the sto\'e ,nd 
had it going for three d:1.ys and nights. J baked my 
concoction for twenry four hours. It still wasn' t 
completely done. Jc was ancooked in the m.iddle and 
was so heavy you couldn't eat much at one time. Abo. 
011r stomachs conldo' t handle 1he richne55 of the Cru.it. 

\Ve were awaJ<eoed again aboot foor o ' clock in the 
lnornJng ltifh sirens screaming. Tbe S.S. Troops, tlds 
tim• usbted by the Gestapo, again raided the barracks 
still hunting for the radio. Th.is time it was,mowing. We 
lt'ere hud,IJed together with our blankets \\'r:tpped 
a.round iu. The snow is about six inches deep and re:illy 
coming down. Onr feet were nearly frozen when they 
finally let us return to the barracks. Again, they failed 
to find the radlo. This time it was blddcn in the 
accordiun. 

Tension is running high between the English and 
Americans. One of my bud<lie-s got angry 21 me and 
c•Ued me• son of a bitcJ,. I said. "Don ' t e\'er call me 
that :.lgain." Hecll.Sscd meagaJn, then hit mea glancing 
blow aside my head. I hit IJ.im before I thought. He bad a 
broken nose, a black eye, and a swollen lip.Just as soon 
as it started, it was o,•er. We were both sorry. \1/haf the 
heck were we fighting for? The British Sergeant :Major 
in charge of the barracks had me thrown ;nto s0Ut11.ry 
conlinement. H e told me he h•d to turn me ii• •s they 
'ft'ouldn't have fighting. Af1er two days in solitary ( was 
brongbt back to the barracks and was immediately 
confront•d by the B ritish Sergeant l\bjor. I sat there 
and expl:uned to hlm how I had been brougbi 11p by my 
father to d,feml myself. I was 6naUy able to conv:ince 
him,alt hough bes till ,,·as not happy. 

PJUSON CMIP -
STALAG en B 
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\Ve were told we were going to be transferred to 
another camp. Another train ride! OoJy this time we 
had to fight the cold instead oft he heat. Our only hope 
was fo huddle together. We arrived at our nC'xt cttmp 
wblch was east of Berlin near the Polish border. Th.is 
ca 1111, ·was formerly a training camp for the S.S. Troops. 
T hese barracks were also brick with concrete Ooors. 
T his was also cold, especi:illy when you would track 
snow in the, barracks, and it wou.Jd still be, there the nrxt 
morning. The weather bad really turned cold ln Olis 
sccl'lon of Germany. W'e 110 longer bad tbe latest radio 
reports we had been receh1ng ea.ch day. 

An)1hing the Germans had to s:iy, we. didn't have 
anyway ofkoofflog ifil was the truck or not~ 

T he days passed by very slowly. The food we got here 
wos only one plec.: of bread a day and the ersatz. \Ve 
were taken over to tbe bigs bower one d•y where we got 
our first b:ith in months. \Ve had no soap. but thewate.r 
felt good, even though it was cold. 

One mon1ingwe besrd what sounded like thunder in 
the clis·tauce. 11 wasn' t thu.nder, but Russian artillery. 
T hey were ad,,ancing 11p the Oder ruver. For the 6rst 
time~ excitement was going thro11gb the camp. Surt ly 
11,e. e11d cou/d11 ~ be too far awaJt The guards w~rc q11ite 
nen•oos and srem(ld fo be more.tolerant toward u.s. 

PRISON CAMP 
STALAG IDA 

\\'c "'--ere again informed we wou.lcl be movlng to 
ilDOlber camp. TWs dme we tra,,clcd by foot. Tb• snow 
was really con1ing dow'll.As we left the camp there was 
about eight to ten inches of snow on. the ground and it 
was still coming down. We were. mo,'ing in a half circle 
to 11 camp south o(Berli.n.As we made our way through 
the sno"; it bc~me i_ncreas:ingly dif6cuJt to make you.r 
woy, os the wind had caoscd the s now to drift in some 
places O\'er knee deep. One of the fellows had stopped 
and sat down.. A guard came along and said hr would 
shoot anyone who slopped. l\fy buddy and I also had 
ihoughc abou1 stopping. Just ihen ~-shot r:tng out The 
guy who had stopped was shot between the eyes. TI>at 
h•lted any thou.ghts we had of s top]>i ng •• we plodded 
along. \Ve walked all day untilit was nearly dark. 

\Ve came to a large farm. The men bad crowded into 
a blg barn. Thre• of us opened a door as Oirce or rour 
reUows tumbled ou.t. They s tarted yelling ot us, •17,,,,., 
i.sn 't room/or tu1ymore U, ltere. ~, ,ve hel11ed get the guys 
back in the barn then had fu 6nd a plac,e to sleeJ> 
ourSl!lves. At one end of the ba.rn was a little roof 
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extending out from the barn. \Ve each had a blanket, 
so we. placed one. blanket on the ground then huddled 
together with the other blankets over us and drifted 
off to sleep. I bad taken my shots off, irnd ~·as s ure 
glad I clid! The n e,;1 morn.ing the 5hoes were frozen 
s tiff. J\'ly reet had s urviYed the night in fairly good 
shape and I managed fo get them into my shoes. The 
shoes sJowly b,gan to thaw as vrc resu.mcd " 'alking. 

At the rarm we rnan.ag<'d to steal a few potatot's 
which we ate raw. ·n,e snow finally stopped. but it 
was bit1ercold as we contln u.ed on our way. 

\Ve reached a small town which was nea.rly 
demolished. I learned it was a Jfflish sett lement 
whkb was used to train young S.S. Troops. T hey not 
onlf nlined the whole town, bllt ha d annlbil:ued 
e,1cryouc in the -vi.l.lage. There wert a few houses still 
s ta nding. but they were riddled wil h sheU holes a nd 
bullet holes. We sfop11ed there for the n.ight. \Ve 
watched a German cut off a piece or i.:uuage and eat it 
wh.ile we got a piece of b read and the usual ersatz. 
T hey had parked• tntck near• building we were i n. I 
looked out the window and coo.ldn'I belie••• my eyes. 
The truck was ruU of breacl • od on lop or lhe bread 
were r ings nr~usage. I asked several of the fellows to 
gi,•e me their shoe lac.es. I tied the shoe lace5 together 
and f u tened a \'ery Jarge safety J>in to the long stri.ng 
of lace$. I benltbe pin like lhe shape or a 6sh hook. I t 
was Sl.arting to gel daxk. so 1 had lo work fast. I leaned 
out the ·window and slowly lowered the hook toward 
the sausuge. I could just t:iste the sausage, boy, 'Wtlre 
we. going to have a feast tonight! One of the guys 
ullered somelhing to me and I told him to be slilL I 
ju.st s n11gged one orthesausagcs. 

Slowly, I started to bring the sausage towards me 
when I was locked hard. I almost reu out or the 
window. I lo,t thesaasage,and the book with all I hose 
shoe laces ,rent Oying! I man11ged to grab the '"indow 
frame.J\l y buddy ha d been frying 1o won1 me that the 
German gu~nl was sJjpping u1> on me. I fell back in 
the r oom. T he guard was still t11ing tu get in a few 
more kicks. I not only lust the sausage, but the safety 
phi and the shoe laces. The gl()'S were relUly llcked 
off. How lo keep their shoes on was O,clr problem. 
The uex1 <lay :. Germ:tn o£0cer ga,1e me another 
speech about stealing food. 

\Ve resumed walking the ne.x-t day, sto1>pi.ng onJy 
for a short re>l lhen laking 0££ again. II had slopped 
snowing. bl(f it was still cold. T he " ind blew. m•kbtg 
it seem colder. \ Ve were on the road for fh1e days 
before we reached 01trnext camp. 

T his camp wu Stalag lllA st Lukenwalde, about 
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lhlrty uilles south of Berlin. We were assigned to large 
tents, each one holding about one hundred men. \Ye 
had about a foot of straw to lie on with our one blanket, 
and l'li th that many men. keeping wo.rm wasn't too 
much or• problem. \Ve cUd have one problem - body 
lice. Each morning we wouJct \'t--ake up and each man 
would check his body for bile,. T hey loYrd lo infest any 
area of the body which was hairy. \Ye slept in our 
clothes and each morning could S(!'@ a Hne around your 
bod)•, 1mder your belt line or numerous bites. Talk 
11bout itch, you co1lld harclly s leep! \ Ve wo1lld be la ken 
over to a site ontbeco.mp wbereyo1l wouJd take all yo1lr 
dot hes off. A Russian sitting on a s tilJ, had a small mop 
and bucket You would step up in fronl of him and raise 
your am1$. H e wo1l.ld then swab the mop betwHn yo,., 
legs. rub if a.caross )'OU.r cbe.si. and also give )'OU. a 5'\1pe 
under each arm. \Ve wouJd then JH'Oteed to a shower 
room where we would rinse the solution off. I t bu.rued 
like the de,,U so you didn'1 waste-any time rinsing i1 off. 
T here was 110 hot water so the water wu c.old- ice cold! 
\ Ve cUd this once• ,-i,ek and each time we entered the 
shower yo u wondered it if migh1 be youx lut. T/1~ 
rea$1J11 we thougltt tl,i,s mighr be our lt,st shower wa.s 
becau.se H"e had heard ubouf tl,esl,owers the Jews H'ould 
take, 011/y the wcrter wo11ld go off 011d the poisot1 gus 
" 1011/d be injected into 1/,esho,--c.r room. 

One p•rllcular llme the waler we11t off before " " 
coil.Id rinse the soll(Uon ofE !\Jen were yeUing and lyiJJg 
011 the noor. Yon co11ldn't get away from the s tuff. \Ye 
were a.II burned ,,ith an ngly red patch or blisters on 
each area where Yl'e were swal1bed. l\feanwhile. your 
clothes and shoes were pu,.t on big steel cars and pushed 
i_nton big oven. You. can imagine them2d d.iubofmen as 
they kft fbesbower ru.nningout into t he.snow, trying to 
find their cJotbes. 1 guess we. never got the srun e socks, 
shirts, or pants, and sometimes you bad a probfom 
fouling your own 5hoe:s. Tiie buUon5 would be so hot 
lh•ywo,~d burn your bodywhere,•er they would touch. 
In the meantime, theywouJdspraytht> str.iwin the tent 
and you would get a good night 's sJecJ>. However, we 
had one major problem, the eggs were oe,•cr affected. 
They would batch and we would start the mad cycle all 
over again. The fi.rsi thing we did each morning when 
we a""iakened was to try to count the bitH a.round your 
waist a.oder yuu.r belt. One thing, t he body lice ne,,er 
got onyourbead. 

T he days passed by el'er so slowly. \1/e heard ru.mors 
of tbe war getting better £or Allies~ aJtho,Lgh the 
Germans wou.Jd constantly mo"e th.rough the ca tnp, 

· OONJINUB> fKOM PAGE ZS 



NOVEMBER 2012 ------------------------25 

P.O.W. • • • • • • 
felling bow bad the war was going for thcAmeric:m and 
Brilisb forces -they were taking a beating. \Ve bad no 
radio in this camp so sometimes it would be 
ctishear1ening to he2r any ki.nd of nm,-s. 

\Ve cUd ha\'e some well woro, pl•ying cards. so Ibis 
helped p11.ss time u ,·ay. \Ve were able to obtain some 
cand.his and although it was dangerous to have one lit 
with all the. straw, we ,,"Ould ha\'e a card g:une going at 
night. One night, one of the guys s)jpped ou.t or the tent 
and ~·orked his way aJong the side oft he tent where we 
were. He then tried to >Ollnd like one of the guards. He 
called out, ''Out mit der lite." We quickly pat out the 
Dame, as ,,·e thought he really wu a guard. He then 
raised the side oft he toot, laughing like mad 110til all of 
the sudden he Jet out a yell. A guard hacl slipped up 
behind him and gave him a swift kick in the rear and as 
he bent o,,er to try and make us think h e was a gu.ard. 
He took quite a ribbing O\'er that epiiode. 

The latrine consisted of a hole about ten feet long, 
three reet " i de, and •bo•t six reet deep. O\'er tbls put 
was a log supported at e•ch encl by two logs in the rorm 
of an "x". To l\Se this was qu.ite a chore., keeping 
yourself from falling in. This happened to one poor 
fellow. No one " ·crnld let him in the tent until be had 
taken orTall his clothes a.nd thrown them away. He wu 
•ble to get an extra plllr orpants •nd a shirt. plus socks, 
but no shoes., \Jthough it w,os stlll cold. the n1Uuber or 
men in the tent, plus the str:tw, it wasn't foo bad. If it 
had biien hot weather, the opposite would have been 
true we would have ~ally s·11ffered from the heat. , . 

The djarrhea started aga.in due to the <liet of grass 
sou.p. Sometimes it seemed like you. just passed pure 
blood when yon had a bowel mo,•ement. 

\Ve began to hear nunors that the R ussians were 
approaching first on one. front, and the. Americans on 
O,e other. The guards seemed io change their attitude 
to\o\·ard us. We had a visitor one da); a big fellow who 
came to camp. He tu_rned out to be 1\1a_x Schm eUng. the 
former heaYyweight boxing champion of the -wor-ld. 
One of the feUows Crom New York City wed to hang 
around the gym where. the fighters worked out and 
recogn.izccl him •nd Schmeling knew blm also. He sai<l, 
"Afax, J,a~~ yo11 Juul a good steak lau~r?" Schmeling 
sajd, ''/ l,ave11't ,.wo, /,ad a good hamburger.,.. His visit 
,eemed to b~ another way to try and feel us out, another 
1ign the war wasn,1 going their way. T he bombing of 
Berlin lncreasecl e\'ery d•y. It seemed like the ground 
wo11Jd shake each time the planes made their bombing 
r 11ns. 

One day wbile s tanding out.side the tent, I heard the 
sou.nd of thu.nder. We were able 1o see a J)lane stn>sking 
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across thrsk-y far a he.ad of the sound. It WIIS a German 
jet J>lane, Oying far £Mier than an)1hiog we bad in the 
air. 1Pas 1J1i.-s 1J1e .wxrel weapon Iha/ llitler had promii,ed 
/r t /rad? ll"oul.d Gomcmy be able tostc1r1 t/re tideand ,,,n, 
the "Ylr around? This dJdn' t heJp OlLf morale 2ny. 
Surel y the encl co,tlcln'I be too far away. 

T b.is particuJar camp contained prisnners from 
Yugoslavia, Holland. England, Poland and Rus~ia. One 
night I thought I beard th1rndtff in the djsfance. but the 
s~-y w•s clear. 1 r c:iliud ii was the sound or artillery. 
The guards beeAme extremely 11ervo1ts and we k:new 
the encl must be near. lltosi of the German officers 
conld speak excellent English and one such officer 
would tour the camp s.sking 111 shout our feelings 
toward Ge:rmnny. You can imagine the reception he 
recei,,ed from llS. He had U\'ed in D•Jlas. Texas and hod 
•ttenclcd Harvard Law School He returned home to 
visit bis parents when Hitler grabbed him and forc,d 
him to join the. army, or so he said. or cou.ne. we we.re 
fighting for our country and b e for bis, but the.re still 
was :t cool attih1de toward any and aD the Gennans. 

1,mERATIQN IN SIGHT! 

One morning we awoke, the.re was a strange quiet 
overi he camp. No roll call, no sign o[anygn2rds, then if 
hit us! \\'e were free a1 last!! Everyone started yelling 
a ud sh outing, "It's ot.•u, 11 '$ Oll'er. "We tore d own one or 
the guard to·wers and sfarted a big bonfire . . All oft be 
sudden, thundering hooves came pou.nding on us. 
B efore we knew it. weweres,uroundecl by S.S. Troops. 

Thclr officers said thal if •nything else was 
des t royed everyone would be shot. After much 
contusion and milling around. they left as quickly as 
fhev had come. We had to coots.in ourseh'es as we 
did'o 't want to bring the wrath of the S.S. Troops upon 
us again. J ust then we beard lhe roar or t•nks •s tbey 
came rumbling down the road •ncl crashing through 
the barbed wire rence. The Rnssians h•cl arrived. Ooe 
t·:tnk set its tread, spun around, then came to a stop. A 
R ussian appeared in the turret, climbed down, aml 
started barking orders to the R ussian sold_iers. We 
6naUy realized the Russian was a woman with a pistol 
strapped on her side. I sllld, "Fellows, 1/1,:rc's a real 
Pistol Packin • ~101111110. n T he R11.ssians were running 
around, some had a bottle of,,odka in one band, their 
rifle in fbc other. They soomed to lack any form of 
discipline. They were hanging onto the tanks yelling, 
"'Berlin, JJerlln. "We were only about hnnty-6ve miles 
so nth of B erli n, so they<lidn' t ha Ye far to go. 
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R ussfan offic,ers came aro1111d and tried to set u.p 

some sori of rules in camp. From what I could see. 
they weren't re:illy good at organizing any1hiog that 
we weren't abJe to do ourseh·es. T he second day the 
Russians were there, we didn't get any bread raHon. 
The Russlans infonned •s that there had been a 
confrontation with the Germ•n baker. lie was shot 
and later died as a result of his wound. ll1e next day. 
still no bread. l said, ••Fellows, H·eare111tn,rJibellerolf 
than u-e >rere H'it/1 the Germans." 

'"' bad been able to organize some form of order in 
c•mp. The R11sslllns proposed the blgbesf r•nkll,g 
ofllccr In the comp to bein cha.rge.lie happened to be 
a Norwegian ge-nttalAlthough he uemed a1right, the 
Amerk:ms ttbeUed against anyone other than our 
own being O\'er us. The Itu.u isns also informed u.s 
that no one wa.s to leave 1he camp. They said any 
arrangements to retorn to Allied control would be 
made by tbe11L They wanted to send 11s to Odessa on 
the Blac:k Sea. If bought ti'hy would n·e H1a111 to go that 
li'ap H1h;/e our own American forces were jlJ..ft H1e.\1 of 
us? I jusf cJjdn,t trust them any further than I cou.ld 
throw •bull by his fail. They also told us that ther had 
instr1tcted tbcir troops to shoo1 anyone trying to Jeave 
c.amp. One of my buddies was shot i.n the leg as he 
climbed through the rcncc. Tho highest ranking 
American offic:cr protested the. shooting and after 
much arguing. we were finally allowed io go to Cown. 
\Ve were near the town of Lu ken wale.le .• As we visited 
the town. gu.n6.re broke out and a fank blew a hole Jn 
one of the buildings. The Russians were nmning all 
over fown, Several women were attacked and every 
home was ran.sacked. A warebow:c on the outskirts of 
town w11s completely cleaned out. except for~ box or 
chocolate .•• which we dcvo1Lrtd. The people in the 
town appealed to the Russians fu leave ihe women 
alone, but to no u ·ail From what J saw, the Russians 
were barbaric beyond any stretch of the imagination. 

i\ty Polish buddy, who co1tld also spe•,k a little 
Russian, and I decided we wo,lld fry to Dee t.he 
Russians. 111ings " ·eren'1 going too goocl, we had.u 't 
had any breacl for two days, a.nd scant little of 
anything else. He had some wire cutters, so early the 
one morn.ing " ·e went to the far end of1he camp, cat a 
hole lo the fence, •nd beo<led west.As we approached 
tbesmiul town ofCoswig, we heard m•thil>e gun fire. 
We headed for a small house near the middfo of town. 
I could hear gunfire getting closer. We bugged the 
floor as bullet.s h.it the walls. splintering \lindm,·s, and 
showering glass everywhere. What seemed like an 
hou_r WQS 1•robably only five minutes, then the g1t116.re 
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moved away. I ventured a peek out of the '"indows. A 
large 6e.ld across 1he road from the house was the 
target. We could see what appeared to be Germans, 
r a.nni.ng then hitting the .groa.nd.As they would get ap, 
mac:hine gunfire would break out a.gain. I thought, 
"'' \•t come this far, bti11g freed, 11,e,, gel killed or 
"'ou11ded. As we sat there pondering what to do, we 
made up our minds we weren'1 goiJig back. We slowly 
made ou.r way through town and saw no one. It really 
seemed eierie. As we lert the town we ca.me across 
several farm houses where we saw people trying to get 
sometWng to eat. They seemed about os b•d off as we 
were. We sJowJy continued on our way, hu..ngry and 
almost exluauste-d W@decided 1o g@t some rest 1han face 
the ne.xt day, hoping it would be better than we had 
rared so far. We awoke about dayl1reak feeling a little 
bc11er. " 'e started out again. \\'e fa.ter fo1tnd o,tt 
American troops ba<I been ln th.at area. As we traveled 
abo11t ten to twell'e miles • clay. the American troops 
would pnll back twenty lo h,·enty-6,,e milos. Wefou11d 
out L11ier they were goi11g to let the advn11ci11g Russi111u 
occ11pytl1e terrllol)•lotl,eE/he Riocr. 

The nex-t fo~•n ¥re approached was Juterbog, where 
they had an unclergrou.nd air 6e-J<L We me1 some 
Ru55ian troops 2nd my buddy fold them, in his crude 
Russian lang1Lagc, we were ha.ngry. Then! ,,·as a small 
bakery in to"'n and the R ussians pounded on the door, 
b u.t no one ans we-red. The Russian • roops then backed 
up and fired machine g-uns ihrough ihe "'indows of the 
bakery. The door Oew open, the- Russians went inside. 
\Vhen they ca.me out, they banded each of us a loaf of 
bread and a block of margarine. \Ve sat there on the 
c11rb, tore off a piece of breod •n<I smeared some 
margarine on it. J must say it tasted like notbJug I Ju1d 
e,•cr had before. Th.is was a Ure s11.ver, as we won.Id have 
started ou.r ihird day without any food. \1'e found 
another barn w-here we bedded do"n, finally able to 
sleep without gna"ing pangs of hunger that keep you 
from getting any rest. \Ve foll.nd sonw cidet which 
quenched our tblrst. \Ve had to be care.fill not to cot too 
milch ns our stomachs could only tolerate so much 
anyway. 

\11e faced the n ext day with a whole new outlook. The 
we-i:1.ther had been prettygood, a-1thou.gh 1he n.i.gh1s were 
quite cold. It was surprisiJ,g how omch strength alJttle 
bread and drink gave us as we trndged "1ong. I had 
found a box ofbt':udiful silverware, but after carrying 
it for se,•eral days, it became a burden. I do11' t know 
why. but buried it 11:Jong the n>:td in a small woods. 
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Years later I read tbaf some silvern·a.rt! was found in 
that ares 01st hod 1,clongoo to Queen Wilhelmins of 
Holland. Ti,ey place,/ ti,• vah,e at about siYly tl,ousa11d 
,lolh1rs. It t1ltttQ~ haunted me 1/,at it ro 11ld ltai.·~ ht.en t/;e, 
sifrtr,.YJrel had buried. 

Foa..r days had p:issed and we still saw no signs of 
Americ.a.n Troops. We cam<' 1tpoo a man and woman 
along thl' road. -Tb(' wom:in was pu.shing a cart loaded 
down with Q.JJ kinds or stuff. The ,n:rn was riding a 
bicycle and yelling ai her a,s she labored to push the cart 
up a long grade. I guess the months offnutration came 
0111 of me •• I gra.bboo the man by his jacket and 
punched him as bud as J could. He Oew off his bike 
then pointed 10 his leg. I felt a littlesheeplsh, as he hnd a 
wooden Jeg. 8 111 I stilJ made him tAkc lbe womnn 's 
ploce,pll!lhing I he tori. \Ve took the bikeond look turns 
riding H until the rear Ure vtent Oat. \Ve took a couple of 
rocks and pounded the tire until ,..,.e could get it olT. We 
·n-ere stjll able 1o ride it, but we were on cobblntones. ·11 
was • rou.nd and bumpy ride. Jnst as we approached 
tho next 1own the wheel collapse<!. 

\Ve were in \Vh.itteoberg~ where ~brtin Luther had 
nailed his procl:tmation on the door of the church in 
1own. The church l\o'IS situated on a s<1uare wilh s 
monument in the ctnte-r. I rou_nd a. Genu:an motorcycle 
nod thoogbt. Wit at a brtakl We could really make so,.c 
tilne non,~ or so L rl,ought. ARttsslan sol<Ucr persuaded 
me to hand o,·er the cycle, and I didn' t argue ,,ith him 
since he httppened to hava a machine gun. German 
cycles n ·ou_l<l st:1rt by pushing them, then you jumped 
on :and continu_ec:1 on your w:ay. The sqn:tl't' at 
Wl\ittenberg was pal'ed "itb brick. This Rnssian, who 
hacl taken the cytle from me, proceeded to ride aro,md 
and a.round the square like a mad m.an.11 was raining 
and the bricks " 'e~ slick. As he ran around the 1qn.:1.re, 
he wo,~d • kld •nd fall , sliding all over the place only lo 
get u11 and t I')' again. 1 t h.i.nk he m.ight ha,·e had a little 
100 much vodka to dr.ink! Anyway. we left hhn with h,is 
new 1oy. \Ve found a hotel where some R11ssia_ns were 
staying. Again, through my buddy's ability to converse 
with them, we were able to sleep in a nice. bed for th<' 
6rs1 tlme in mony months. The beds ,..re comfortable 
and we were iired. [t fell so good to rclu, and we were 
asleep in no time. 

\Ve were awakened by gunfire and tank5 rumbling 
through the st reels. I looked oat tho window ,nd could 
see much nctMty gohtg on in the street. \Ve £o1uid 01u 
Joler th•I the Germans had counter attacked. If they 
hnd succeeded iu recapi,ulug 1he part of the city we 
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were in and foand us in the bofcl, we probably would 
have both been killed. The noise died down. \Ve. 
tumbled back In bed, but we didn' t reSl too ,.~u. 

Early the nest morning, aga.in. thanks 10 my 
bud,ly's •bility to under,tancl a little Ru,siun, he collld 
make out that they were talking about sending us back 
to the prison camp. \Ve Climbed out the nindow, 
crawied :across the roof, and slid down the drain pipl', It 
was still cbrk, but ou.r uest probltm wu tryingtoavoj(l 
the Russi:1u.s and at ihe same Ume. ho·pln.g noi to run 
intoCerman Troo11s. Jrwecli~ we woald h:1ve another 
problem frying to make them 11ndenta.od that we were 
Americans only trying to reach American control. As 
we made onr way through the co11ntrysl<le. we were 
glad lt was Spring. n!lhollgh the n:lghts were still quite 
chilly - but days were warm. \Ve s topped •• several 
f:1rm houses to get a drink of w:1ter. The Gernnin 
people seemed afraid of u.s slthough we fried tu snure 
t.hem we meant them no barm. We Onally reached the 
ElbeRJveral tbegown ofJ11adgcbnrg.A German ba(la 
ferry boat for wl\ich he charged two cigarettes for f1tre. 
He pulled tbc rope to transport u.s across the n,,..,.r. As 
we reached the other side, I grablu~d him by bis shirt, 
then 1 swung a "'ild right hand, hitting him on the jaw, 
knocking him down. I realized thol here again. I was 
taking out my Crll!ltratlons on the poor gny. I s tood 
there looking 211\im lying on the grou.nd. Be was afraid 
1 was going to tag him 11.ga.i.n~ Jtut then I saw a j cep 
coming down tbt' road. Two GJ .. •s W('Te in it. As I 
approacht'd them one said, ('Are Jiau a Limey "? I said, 
"No, I'm a fimk!"'I s ho~·ed them my dog tags. Because 
I was wearing a British un.1fonn, I gu.e.ss I took on the 
look ofa8ritish soldier. 

ru,IERICAN CONTROL 

At last were back in American control \Ve climbed 
in the back of the jeep. A.s we approacbed American 
lines, a ht.mp came u.p in m)' throat JS I uw I he 
American 0-agwavingin the distance. \Vhat asightl \Ve 
,rere taken to an a.id s1a1ion, checked out, then an tot he 
kitchen. 

I 'll neYer £orget my first meal; roast ·beef with 
mashed potatoes and gra"Y~ creamed corn, cottage 
cheese "1th pineapple slice, aud a slice of whl1e bread. 
plus a good cup of coffee.A8rlllsh soldier. who h•d also 
made it to oaar linl"S. s:1t there and looked at our rood. lb 
sa,id. '"}Vo, butld)', that~f not cake, that's oltl Americu11 
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,vhile bread!" \Ve ate like it would be 01Lr Jusl meu.l 
and what a mistaker Ever,1hiog was too deb ror oa.r 
weak and .shrunken stomachs, man did we. get :dck. 
This taught U,$ a lesson ... take it easy, eat a little at a 
time and don' t overload your s too1ach. 

We were Oown back 10 Le Hiarve~ Fr'1nce.. to a 
hospital ClllJed Cump Luci,_1' Strike. There, we 
underwent a strict routine of diet and drink. After ""C 

were given a complete physical examination, we were 
assjgutd lo rents. \Vt ,,·ere restricted for a ·week 
before we were able to go ouHide the camp. Our 
steady diet consis1edoftuna fuh (and not much ofit). 
The Army engineers bad coMtruc:ted an esca.lator 
which would take you from the hospital ar·ea. all tJ1e 
way down the main part of fo\\"D.. The on1y problem 
waS)'011had lo wolkaJJtheway back. which wasq11i1e 
a bike up in the hills. 

Each day, names were p11blished, and lislS of 
names l'\--ere posted on a bulletin board to go home. 
E,acb day, e,·eryone wo11ld scan the board. My name 
llnaJJy came mp and the trip home beg•n. 

011r ship was an Amerlc:tn troop slop and wh•I • 
difference. Open oir mo,1es 011 the deck •nd best or 
alt the sea wai calm. Our frip back home lasted ten 
days. Wl,en we sighted land., everyone let out :1 yell. 
\Ve dock,d at Camp llfil .. Standish, Boston. 

As I came clown lhe gangplonk and slcpped off on 
American soil. l knell down a11d kissed lhc gro1md. 
There ls no place on earth like 01tr Co1U1lry. 

'\Ye were taken to tbe Army barracks wbt?re we 
were clebriered by Army personnel. I was asked if 
there- was an)1hing to report of colla borating or any 
American with lhe enen\y. l s aid I sure did. ( (iled • 
rtport agol"st I be Ser geant (Keatfog) in Stalag XJIA. 
He smiled, and said I was only the five h11ndredth 
man who had fiJed such a report, but not to worry, he 
bad bl!'(ln taken care of. I later found out wh:it had 
happened.Near the t.ml oftht. " .-11.ra,1 oldb .Amait 1111 
St:rgea,u ,cas m,11te to pick 11p }li.cces rif stn,,11 and p11pa. 
He fina/Jy rt f,JSt.1/ a,,J "'as ht ld by '"'O tndll while 
Se.rgea11t &ari11g pu11clted a,u/ beat him 11p. As 
Anrerica11 rroops ad,·a11ced 011 tlte camp, the old 
Sergea11t gra/Jbc,f" g11ard, took his pistol from him, 
then hunte1/ his tt>rmcn/e.r. lit found Mm ,md nuufc 
l,im knoof d,Jw11 n11d b,:g f or !,is life. Aft,r scd11g him 
gro11td before him, he said, "'Alee/your maker. ~ lie s/wt 
him si..: times, tlteu laid tire pistol dmw, u11d H'<1lked 
a"K•a_,~ 1 guess be got his just dues, bat J wonder ifthai 
was too good ror him. 
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HOME AT LAST!! 

The lroi11 ride Crom Camp ~Wes Slandlsh, B osron, lo 
lmli11:01.1_pnlis seemed lik~ 3 dresm. Jnd:iaru,_polis at lastl 
\Yhat a welcome sight! I c1.1ught a t3b :rnd was on my 
way home at la.st! f\<ly Did answered the door at alJout 
'2:00 a.m. tha1 J1rne mor·n.ing. Be ca.Ued to my J\1o1ber, 
saJing, "it's 011rboy! .. Mo I her Uterolly rolled 0111 of bed 
•nd lbe commotion •wakened my three sisters. Dad's 
black hair h11:d grayed 11:nd I 'm sort! there w-a.s more. 
gray in ?\1other's. i\{y sis1ers, ages 17, 11, and 8, hsd 
changed so much. My. how 1hey ha<l grown! But of 
cou_rse, I had been gone (or two yell rs. " 'hat a m.iddle­
of-lbc night reunion tha1 was ! One that nont or 11.s 
would ever forget. 

My old iron bed son, fell good. I weighed only uh out 
one hundred po11n<ls, and by this timewa.s sf.anding :it 5' 
11", bu1 at fa.st) I WllS back to my :Morn's great cookin' ! 
However, my s1omach had shrunken so th:u I just 
co1LJdn~ to_leratc normal siie meals, so I couJdn't eat 
much. Nevertbcleu, 1 bad a wonderful time being 
borne, but a.s :a.Jways, all good things must come to an 
end. I still have io repor1 back to the Anny. 

I reporled 10 lltlami.Florida £or a co111ple1e phy>ical 
und rest. The Army has taken over au of the holcls on 
the beach and ,\·e ha,,e h,,, glorious weeks to just rel:u; 
and bukin tbes11n. My leg is still bothering me, so l was 
admitted into the Army 8ospital in Coral Cables, 
Florida. Tben, I was ope rated on, then I s t•rted • Jong 
progra,m to get buck Ill sbape. \VWJe a st relcher patlenl, 
I was oble IO go io lhe O range Bowl lo see Georgia Tech 
play Florida in• foolball game. I asked my therspist if 
walking on the golr couru wou.ld be good fherapy and 
he said be tbo11gbt lhat .,.._. a good idCA. ~Ian, if the 
ArmywouJd be 0101 woy, l 'd join and stay 1mtll I tou.lcl 
retire. Up eve ry ,uornlng. 0111 io the golf co,use, play 
eigb1een holes of golf, then shower. eat. and otrfo to,,'n. 
Ewry day the same tbing, what a life! But, again, a.ll 
good things must come. to an end. 1\-1)' leg hsd hes.led 
•nd I was ready for orders. I was sen I to FL Olgethrope, 
Georgl•. The weather lhere isn'I too b•.d. in lbe 40's. 
Out after belllg in Florid• where JI was bot, ih!s s1u·e 
seemed a lot cooler. " 'l' bad nothing to do except visit 
Lookout "i\founta.in eY«:ry day. \Ve were only fiye miles 
fron1Na.shville-, Tennessee. 

I 6n11Jly received my orders to be s ent fo Camp 
Atterbury, Jndinna. This is the lasl leg of my jonn,ey. I 
arrived at Camp Atterbury where l recei"ed a Ona! 
pbysica.J, then the next thing, - l was eagerly 
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anticipating n1y disch:1rge papers. Th!lt day (Deceml,er 
7, 1945) arrived as we lined UJJ and names were called. 
T he officer called my name, then \1rhispered something 
to the offlttr next to him. J\1y 1,.,,,t j1tmped into rny 
throat! S cvc,al f clilJws lwd t/,cir 111tmcs called, only to 
jillll some error 011 their papers. so they /11,d 10 Start t/te. 
proce$si1'g all 0\1er. I thought~ what could happen next? 
The officer smiled, then said, '\Soldier, co11grt1iulatio11.s. 
You ilre the fiioe Imm/red 1/10u...,·a11dJh 111011 to he 
,lisc/mrgcJ al Ca,npAff~bury. • 1 approached the stand, 
sal1tted. and received my discharge pnpers. I then 
dashed to the bus line.s. There were no buses wltil one. 
o'clock in the. morning. I finally boarded a bus and 
arrived in l ndiann_1,olis at four o'clock in the morning. 
There-was eight inches of snow on the ground and i1 WH 

ten be.low zero. But I wa.s h ome, and the ~11rmth oftbe 
home takes aw•y tbecold. 

The war is over 2nd this ends the story or my life in 
thC' ~nice. I wouldn't take a million dollars ror my 
experiences and opportunity to sen•e my country, but I 
" 'Ou.Id n>1 give a dime for ::rnotber like it! 

The End 

September, l 995 

It is exactly 52 years Crom the onset of my w•r 
e1i,ericnces. As l finish re,ding over th.is biography or 
my lire in the servitt, I reOect back to those days and 
think of my comrades who were left in graves on 
foreig.n soil. I pray 1heir lh•e5 were not lost in vain. 

I am so thankful 1ha1 I had a pr•)ing [\,fother and 
wns brought up i.n a home with Christian standards 
wblch snstniued me throughout my war experience. 
\Vi tho 11 t God, I won.Id 1101 be here today. 

I have had a good fa.ll life1 the years God subscribed 
1o man; threescore years and ten (ref. Psalms 90, vs. 
10). The eyes baYe somewhat dimmed, the s tep r.ot 
qulte as brisk, bull still look forw•rd to ""ch day. 

On the brighter side ofllfe. God gave mea wonderful 
wife, h1argc, who has been my helpmate ror :1lmost 43 
yet1rs. We nised thrt.>(' sons, Roland Lee, Larry, and 
Sf eve, and onci daughter, L isa. Prom 1hen, we have ten 
g randch_ildren and from them, eight grea t • 
grandchild.ren. 

So life goes on untiJ 1he day when ou.r l\1aker calls us 
homC' and we return to the dust r rom whenc,C' we came. 

ACKNO\VJ,EDGMF-NTS 

Speciil.l thanks to my nephew's \\ife, Patti Kivett, 
who was able to decipher my handwriting to make the 
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original rough draft of this l,ook, and my heartfelt 
t.hanks to my sister, l\1ar1ha 1Ii1es Kivett, for the 
611ished product, and also for her great job or designing 
the cover. 

l/Adate,· Decauber zoo.; 
T he years have passed quickly sinc:,e.1 Eint wrott.~ of 

my eip eriences. On June 25. 2005. l was fortu..nate to 
celebrate my 80th birthday. I am still able 10 play golf 
and enjoy life although 1 have anno)ing knee and other 
joint pa.in. l'\llarjorie. had a heart valve. replacement in 
Soptomber of 2002 and is doing fino. In the spring of 
2003 we had a gre-at time celebratingour50(h wedding 
11rmiversary\\ith a partygh •en us by our daughter. 

The only real traged y of our family is the illness of 
our son, Roland Lee. He was stricken v.ifb Tr a.nsvene 
Jllyelitis in July of 2002 and is paralyzed with only the 
use or his right arm. He now resides in the Indiana 
Veterans Home in Lnfayelte, IN. H e hod retolned a 
good ontlook on life in the face of bis ad versity. For that 
we thankCodi 

\Ve no,,· hu·e 21 great-grandchildren from our 10 
grandchildren and expecting the 22nd one in Pehru.ary 
or 2006. One grandson is i.n the Army and cttrreu1Jy 
~rvinginlraq. 

I am sure Oiey \\ill carry on the legacy we h1we given 
them. \Ve pray th:tf we have betm a good examJ>le and 
that their lives will be lived ]>leas ing to oar Lord. 

Ro/mu/ HUes 

Season's 
Greeting 
to all of 
our 63rd 
families 

Need to replace your DD 214? 
A website has been es-1:iblished to proYide vete.r·ans 

information on how to replace lost, destroyed, or ne:verw 
issnedDD 214's. 

ll1e website is: 
ww·,,•.members.aol.com/fon•ets/dd2 l 4. hf m. 
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World War II veteran . -C:iTI~EDFROIAPAGE1j 

the village cemetery - the same cemetery he 
found himself in on that fateful day in L94S,° 
Eichstaedt ,aid. 

" I had the plaque mad e by Trophy County 
in Las Cruces and on April IO, my eood friend 
\Volfgang (Schlauch) tra,oled to ?-fii<kmuhl 
and presented it to the 1_1_1ayor and citizens of 
the tow14r ltili1es said. 

"There i,~ere about SO people there from 
the town and the reaction was very positive.It 
was a very somber presentation. There \\'ere 
some old people there ,Yho remember('() the 
very dark days ofWorld \Var 11. They thought 
it was a ,·ery generous gesture of Charles 
1'1.il<-s, commemorating the n~or and nlso o 
way to think of peace that would hopefully 
Jast," said ~hlauC"h, 7S, on E astern Illfoois 
Univt2rs•ity profotsor emeritus of history ,,~ho 
oow makes Ms hom ei.o ~ l.es:illa l'ark. 

Schlauch, non~ a,, American dt~ n n•ho 
ha.s lifed in the U.S. ror 45 ytars, wiu born in 
the German village o(Bacbli.ngc.11. 

"Ch uck wall' i hot just a fen~ mile, fron, my 
,•illnge. I ,~ns about 9 tht'.n ," said Schlauch, 
who bas surprisingly fond memories of the 
post-wnr Arnt:!rican occ-u1>nt'ion for<"tS. 

"I lo"e-d the American soldiers. 1 
remember the first soJdjcrs ,,·e. met were black 
and they ,,·ere \1'e.ry kind to the childre,,. T hey 
f;R't'C us c.hoc.olate nnd ne. spe.nt ·whol<' d ays 
with them." 

Schlauch brought back photos, ne»SJH1per a rticles and a special message. to l\f iles frorn i\1(tdou ilhl's Mayor 
UlrichStamme.r. 

''All citizcos here jn l\fOckru ltbJ ha"\'e enclosed him io their hearts. \\1lleo former e.ncm:ies reconcile and scod 
such n t ignal, th:is then meanJ something \1'ery spedal . .-------------------,. 
This should be • challenge to all or us 10 constantly 63"' D ivision Associatio n, Inc. 
sear-th for rcconciJfatioo,'1 S tammers.aid. 

In Jh• photo - During a 2002 t rip 10 l\l uckmuhl, 
Gtrmany, Chuck l\<Wcs visits • memorial listin~ 
German, k:illod in Qerce ba ttles during the last weeks of 
\Vor-Jd \Varn, »' her1 he Jed an Amer"ican s<1ua d fightillg 
io tbearca. 

(Pe.rmiJ'Sio11 la re-prilfl the abr,ve article and photo 
was granted by the Las Cruets Sun-News J!,liLor, Jim 
Lawiti am/ by Brt!ndn Mast?ngill - Tire plrofo was a 
courlesy photo pn'11ted i, r theLa..'f Cruces S 111r-NewsJ 

Historian 

\VllJJam "Bill"Scoll bas stepped down as the63" 
Di'1sloo Association, Inc. 's Historian. Fred Cllntoo 
bas graciously offered to answer 63'' History 
q u es tio11s arut/o, re.ceh•e 63'• H is torical 
information you may have to continue the leeacyof 
the 63'' 1 nfantry Di~is:ion. 

You can con tad Fred C linton a t: 
102 S. JcnkinrStrttt 
Alexandria, VA22304 
(703)751-7548 
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P lease let us btow sbc weeks 
before you mO\'C what yow new 
address will be. Bo sure to S11pply 

us with both your old and new address. 
Copies we mail to your old address will 
not be delivacd by the Post Office and 
we runsl pay 70¢ for each returned 
Blood & Fire, and pay $ 1.36 to mail a 
copy 10 yon, now address. 

PitllSt wnembo- IQ Jt(JO/)>!I.,,, /',IQI ~lie 
when'""' SC/Id om JYlll'f 

"C1i@gc of Add•css• Cards. 

/111porta11t -
Cfia111Je of Address, etc. 
PleaS< y m/ ALL CHANGES. 
(address, tip, plro11t, death nodce, 
ncK• and discm11U,ued members/rip, 
de.} to: 
Alary Fro11 Collie., 
10812 S. Kenneth A'"•enu~ 
Oak L,1,, 11, IL 6045J 

Did Yo11 
Re11iember To PaJ' 

RECEIVED TWO COPIES? 
Ir you received two copies oftlds issue oft he Blood 

a11d Fire, please notify the e<Utor •• soon •• possible. 
You don' t nel'd two copies and we don' t need the added 
expense. 

r --

T hank you so much. 
l\'Iary Fran Collie r 

send all articles 
and photos to: 

Mary Fran Collie r 
10812 S . Kenneth Avenue 

Oak Lawn, IL 60453 

~< -----------------7 
HELPFUL 

TELEPHONE 
NU1\1BERS 

DEPT. OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
VA BENEFITS - 1-800-827-1000 

Yo11r D11es? VALIFEINSUR,\ NCE 

g,;r~ -----------_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_~_-s_~-~--~-2_:._-~_4-_11 _____ ::::..._fu ___ -_-_-__, 
~ 63rd DIVISION ASSOCIATION DUES FORM 

Pt.EASE PRINT OR use hlAlNO lA8EL 
TO: MARY FRAN COLLIER, 10812 S. KENNETH AVENUE, OAK LAWN, IL 60453 

Nome _________________ 63rd un•----~Raok _____ _ 

S:reet _________________ P.O. Box Sena! No.-----

City ___________ S1ato _____ Zip ______ Da1o _____ _ 

\l\~fe·s Name __________ Phone ( ___ ) _______ E-Mail _____ _ 

Annual Dues S 10.00 0 S20.00 2 yrs. 0 Ona ( I ) Year Sul>sc:npt,on St5.00 O 
BOTHMI OUlONOR OEl'OftlJAUUARY1 lACH V1AA 

Tel u~ abOlnyours.etf ----------------------------



3,._ ___________________________ _ 

63rd Division Association 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
Rensseh•er Prinlco 
116 Norlh Cullen Street 
Rensselaer, Indiana 47978-2644 

CHANGE OF ADORES$ 
lo ensure prQnlll deivery of the 63rd Blood and Fire and 
a,1 rr-.1. plc-asCI adv40 Natonal Socrctary cl a,,, CNng:e 

NOVEMBER 2012 

PRSRTSTD 
i'ION-PROFIT ORG, 

U.S, POSTAGE 
PAID 

WABASH. IN 
PERMIT NO, 233 

Changes to our regular web site notice 
Visit t he 63rd Infantry Division \Vebsite at htt://www.63rdinfdi\',com to find a detailed history of the 63rd 

lnfontry Division. Included in the over 580 p~1ges oft he website is ~a lis ting of unil :awards, descriptions of battles, :a 
listing of battle :rnd non~b:tltle deaths, a d escription and ,,iew of all 63rd Infantry Oh,ision memorials and nrnny 
other ilems of interest 

There are also over 2800 pictures of 63rd Infantry Divis-ion soldiers in tr~1ining, combat and on occupation 
duty, 

You will also find a list ofmemor-abilia items for sale, information about reunion s and inquiries from members 
and reh,th•e.s searching for information "bout members and buddies. There is also an rtlph:lbefical I isling, by unit, 
of active 63rd l nfontry Division Association members, :1 lis ting of re.lated websites and other in formation of 
interest to velerans. 

\ \'ebmaster, F'red Clinton (0 254th Inf.) is seeking photos and memor abil.ia images to be ~1dded to the website. 
Send photos by e-mail to joyclint@comcast.net or by regular mail to: 
Fred Clinton, 
102 S, J enkins Street 
Alexandria, VA22304, 
Fred 's phon e number is 703-751-7548, 
All items will be r eturned when processing has been completed. 




