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FROM THE DESK OF TiiE PRESIDENT .•. 
by Robm Ctl/_Hl&W> 

The 6t• Relllllon of the 63" Dlvltlon 
A11ociatio11 will soon be here - and the 
M-cb1uetts Committee welcomes all our 
memben of the 63,. Divis.ion and all ov new 
member1oflbe63'"RSC. 

From the illformalion that ii published In 
tll.la fstue and ID tbe previoua ltaues of the Blood 
ll1UI Fin, you can observe that we have kopt the 
BotclandTourratc,toanabaolntcmiJlimum. 

The Manacbuetb committee bu worked 
hard to perform tbe function a, host of tbe 
convention and pass saving• on lo you so that you 
can enjoy the reualon aad your v111:adoa here ID 
Botton. 

Whether yon take in Boston's historical 
lltea ('The Spirit of America') by roar bu, motor 
"chicle or by waUdag tour, I hope you plan to save 
1ome time and energy to visit OW' towm and 
beacbel • well u tlle 1cenery on CapeAnneon oar 
North Shore u well u on Cape Cod on oar Sontb 
Sllore. 

If you want to spe:ad some time at OIIJ' local 
bPdies yon can take the hotel 1h11ttle b11t to the 
transit statfon and then Just walk aeroN the 
boukvard to our big Carson Beach, which hat a 
large bathhouse. Yon can then catch the 1huttfe bus 
at the station, which rans every half hov, to go 
back to tile Ramada. 

If yo11 wot to spend aome dme on Bodon 
Bubor-a drive to Cut.le ltland for a picnic or to 
do some Bdiing, would be a different adfvity. It is 
only a short drive from tbe hotel, but yov woald 
have to provide yolll'own transportation. 

A reminder again - if yoa are flying lo 
Logan Airport - call the Ramada on their dlncl 
phoae line and waltfortheahuttle-a tuiridewill 
cost arolllld thirty dollars. Also, make your 
mervadon1 attheHotelfoi-tbe ride back. 

The toar on Friday wa, planned so that 
you ftD fit ID your own trips. We tboupt tbal 
Ptymout!L 1w the doable attraction for aomeone 
that does uot have their own tramportatlon. There 
b the Plymouth Plantation la Plymoutll (a replica 
of • Pilgrim Village wiffl attendants dressed u 
Pilgrinu) but we have not scheduled a toar there 
since It could not Bt ID with our time frame and II 
requires a lot of W111.king. 

The City motor tour on Thanday will 
cover all the Freedom Trail and give you a bird's 
eye view of tile historical sit ea - and if you are not 

• CONTINUl!D ON PAGI! 3 
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From The President ••••• 
• CONTINUEO FROM PAGE 2 

hiking the bus tour to Plymouth on Fr iday, you can take 
the public transportation in to the City and take the 
walking tour of the Freedom Trail , which will give you 
a detailed and first hand look at history. 

We have planned to have the Memorial Sc.rvlce 
before the Saturday business meeting so that all 
Saturday afternoon will be free to see the John F. 
Kennedy Library and Museum or some of the beaches 
close to the Ramada. We've invited the ladies to the 
business meeting so they can see what goes on and also 
keep track of their men to drag them out for some last 
minute site seeing or shopping. 

I hope your plans allow you to come early and 
stay late in the Boston area and that you allow the 
Massachusetts commjttee to be at your service to make 
your visit a memorable and satisfying occasion. 

The Ramada Inn is not a city hotel and is far 
enough out of the city to give you an opportunity to sec 
our beaches and make some side trips on your own. The 
tours are all motor tours so you do uot have much 
walkiug - but enough (ree time to make your own 
transportation arrangements if you want to go back for 
some in-depth visitiug. We've provided enough 
resblurant activities so we can all be together to enjoy 
some New England delicacies. 

Again - If you have not completed the Hotel 
Registration Form or the Reuuion Registration Form, 
please complete aud mail them before the cut-off date 
so we cau make f"lnal plans for all your p lauued 
activities and have enough buses so we can all go 
together. 

From the editor 
Donna LaCosse 

I can hardly believe it is time to publish the May 
issue of the Blood and Fire. This is the last publicatiou 
until after the reunion Is over in August. Hopefully I 
did n't goof and you will receive all you need to know 
about the reunion in Boston in this issue. 

My plea for donations is paying off. I have 
heard from some of you - notes of encouragement with 
money for the till were very welcome and much 
appreciated. I bate begging for money! It must be a 
terrible feeling to be poor and have to stand on a street 
corner with a tin cup, asking for a band-out in order to 
eat another meal I thank the good Lord I have never 
bad to do this - asking for money to help defray the cost 
of the Blood and Fire is hard enough to do!! 

Regardless of what has to be done, I will send 

3 
you theMayissue.Atleast l will see tbatitis mailed. 

This might be the time to ask for input for the 
Blood and Fire. What would you like to see printed on 
the pages of this publication? What would you do that 
is different from what I am doing? Remember, this is 
your newsletter - what goes inside is what you send and 
If you send nothing, I shake bushes until I get 
sometbl.ng to print! Shaking bushes Is getting harder 
and harder to do!! I still need your story, so get busy 
and send something to share with the readers. 

An election will be held in August at the 
National reuruon, and someone else may be doin,g this 
publication beginning in November. If this happens, be 
sure you cooperate with the person serving as edjtor. 
\Vhocver it is, they will need your help and 
e,ncou.ragement, so stand up and be counted as a 63" 
booster. 

I have received warm messages concerning the 
addition of the Blood and Fire Photo Gallery pages and 
the In Memoriam pages that appe.ared in the February 
Issue of this publication. I am so glad the pages met 
with your approval and I sincerely hope you keep 
sending information and pictures for those pages. 

The pictures sent to me for publication and are 
not to be returned to the sender, will be sent to Fred 
Clinton for website use. Fred Is aware of this, so he Is 
not going to be surprised when be reads this colum.n! 

Again, thank you for the moral support and the 
financial support so the Blood and Fire can continue to 
be a welcome publication into your home. Some of you 
are not able to attend reunions and this is the only 
connection you have with your buddies - others look 
forward to receiving the newsletter just to read about 
their huddies-forwhatever reason,your interest in the 
Blood and Fire is greatly needed and appreciated. 

Have a great summer and keep in touch! 

A Memo from the Secretary ... 
DonNa LaCosse 

Greetings from Indiana - again! It has been a 
long, long wi.nter but as I type this, the sun is shining 
and it is almost seventy, buttbere were raindrops on the 
kitchen window earlier. I guess you would say this is 
typlcalAprll weather. 

Things are looking great from this angle - my 
husband is feeling super and received a good report 
from bis pacemaker professionals Ibis past Tuesday. 
Being outside the past few days has made a tremendous 
difference In the way he feels and acts. Baroid is not a 
cold-weather person! He continues to harass me and I 
contlnue to ignore him so I guess we are even! 

We became great-grandparents for the fifth 

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 
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6$RO INFANTRY DIVISION REGISTRATION 

BOSTON,MASSACHUSETTS 
AUGUST 12 • 15, 2009 

Listed below are all registration, tour, and meal costs for the reunion. Please enter how many people wlll be participating In each event and 
total tho amount. Sond that amount payable to 63RD PIYISIONASSOCiATION, 145 Nichols SL, Norwood, MA02062: in tho fonn of chock or 
money order (no credit cards or phone reservations). Your cancelled ch&ck wtll serve as your confirmation. All registration forms and 
payments mu1t be received by mail on or before JULY 13. 2009,Afterthat date, reservations will be accepted only on a apace availabkli basis. 
Make a copy of lhl.a form before malling. 

CUT OFF DATE: JULY 13, 2009 

REGISTRATION FOR 2009 REUNION 
(Widows of 63rd Vets do NOT pay registration fee) 
Reunion Registration 

Wednesday, August 12 
Meet Your Buddies, Cash Bar, Snacks 
Thursday, August 13 
City Tour, Harbor Cruise 
Thursday, August 13 
Buffet Dinner, Cash Bar 
Please choose entree: 

Fresh Roasted Turkey 
Boston Schrod 
Children Plate (chicken fingers & fries) 

Friday, August 14 
Bus Tour Plymouth 
Friday, August 14 
Shopping & Dinner Tour 

Saturday, August 15 
Executive Council Meeling 
Memorial Service 
Business Meeting 

(Ladies invited) 

Saturday, August 15 
Lunch on your own 
Shuttle Bus to 

J. F. K. Library 
Saturday, August 15 
Cocktail Party Cash Bar 
Dinner I Dance 
Please choose entree: 

Roast New York Sirloin, Au Jus 
Filet of Sole wlseafood stuffing 
Children Plate (chicken fingers & fries) 

7:00pm-11 :OOpm 

9:30am-3:30pm 

7:00pm-11 :OOpm 

10:00am-2:00pm 

6:00pm-9:00pm 

9:00am-10:00am 
10:00am-10:30am 

10:30am-12:30pm 

12:30pm-2:00pm 

2:00pm-5:00pm 

6:00pm-7:00pm 
7:00pm-11 :OOpm 

GRAND TOTAL DUE TO 63RD DIVISION ASSOCIATION 

$Per 
Person 

S35.00 

Free 

S35.00 

$32.00 
$32.00 
$10.00 

$25.00 

S15.00 

Free 

$36.00 
S36.00 
$10.00 

#of 
People 

per 
reg 

NUMBER 
ATTENDING 

$ 

Total 

$35.00 

Free 

$ 

$ 
$ 
$ 

$ 

$ 

Free 

$ 
$ 
$ 

Name: ___________________ Nick.Name ____________ UniVCo. __ 

Spoose Name Guest Name ____________ _ 
Street Address _________________________ _ 

City _______________ State ___ Zip __ _ 

Method of Transportation to Boston: Plane (Yes ) 

Auto (Yes ) 
Person to contact in Emergency: ____________________ _ 

Phone Number. ____________________ _ 

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY 
- cancellation of refund activities made prior to cut-off date will result In a full refund. 
• Cancellation made after the cut-off date will be refunded to the fullest extent that the 

commitments and guarantees do not result in a liability by the Association. 
-cancellation of your hotel reservation does not cancel your reunion activities. 

OFFICE USE ONLY 
Ched<# ___ oa~Ree'd. __ 
Name Tag Completed ___ _ 

Package Co""leted -----
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A memo from secretary ••• 

• CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 

time on April 2, 2009. \Ve received our first great­
granddaughter! She is really a cute little girl with lots of 
dark hair and chubby little cheeks - just like her great­
graodmothcr! Not the cute part but the chubby part 
and definitely not the dark hair part! 

In July we are expecting another little girl to 
join the family via one of our foster grandsons and his 
wife, another baby is due in November and one in 
December. Our family is expanding by leaps and 
bounds and when Christmas arrives i.n a few months, I 
will be able to place at least two baby dolls under the 
tree! I have never been able to do this - our 
granddaughters were all too old for dolls when they 
were adopted, and we bad all grandsons and foster 
grandsons, so buying doll babies will be a real treat. 

I certainly hope you are planning on attending 
the National reunion in Boston. Bob Capasso is 
cbewi.ng his nails right up to the elbow waiting for the 
reservations to arrive, so send them in early- a slightly 
injured Capasso would not be in the best of spirits when 
be greets us in Boston if he doesn't know who or how 
many to expect! 

I am looking forward to our trip to Boston 
- seeing you again and meeting new members who have 
not been able to attend the reunions for many years. If I 
don't see you flrst,stop by and say"hl" -I would like to 
be a friend you have not met before! 

Public transportation 
for reunion 

~ 

-
\ 

"=~i.::::--F ,.-...:.. ---·· -=-= -~-· •::;~::::· --=~ ... ·· ·~z-.r:- -· •-.,,_~= -

Puhl.le transportation is available to go to the 
center of the city from the Ramada Inn: 

A): Boston Harbor: 1) Take the hotel shuttle to 
the Transit Station 'RFK/UMAS'; 2) Ride the Transit 
'Red Line' three stops to Transit Station 'South 
Station'; 3) Walk along New Atlantic Avenue to the 
harbor at Long Wharf or Rowe's Wharf to take the 
Harbor Cruises or cruises to the Boston Harbor 
Islands. 

OR 
B): 1): Take the hotel shuttle to the Transit 

Station 'RFK/UMASS.' 2) Ride tbe Transit 'Red Line' 
four stops to Transit Station 'Downtown Crossing.' 3) 
Walk up Summer Street to the Boston Common on 
Tremont Street at the Information Center to start the 
Freedom Trail. 

When returning: Follow the same above 
directions in reverse to the Transit Station 
'RFK/UMASS' to pick up tbc next 30-mioutc 
scheduled Ramada Inn shuttle bus or telephone the 
Ramada Inn (617-287-9100) to arrange to be picked up 
by the hotel shuttle bus. 

Driving directions to 
the Ramada Inn 

The Ramada Inn is located at 800 Morrissey 
Blvd, Boston, MA 02122. The phone number is (617) 
287-9100 or (800) 886-0055. 

From the South, follow 1-93 North to Exit 13; 
Left at bottom of ramp - Victory Road; Next left onto 
Freeport Street (back of Westminster Motors on right; 
Ramada Inn is 300 yards ahead on the left. 

From the North, Follow 1-93 South to Exit 12; 
keep left and follow overhead signs for Morrissey Blvd; 
Keep left at Rotary and follow overhead signs for 
Morrissey Blvd; Ramada Inn is three-quarters mile 
ahead on the right. 

By railroad to 
Boston South Station 

At South Station, go downstairs to the subway 
Transit Line and ride the Transit 'Red Line' for three 
stops to Transit Station 'JFK/UMASS.' Wait for the 
Ramada shuttle bus scheduled every thirty minutes or 
telephone the Ramada loo (617) 287-9100 to be picked 
up by the Ramada Inn shuttle bus. 

THE MAP IS OF MBTA SUBWAY 
ROUTES TO ALL PARTS OF THE CITY 
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0UR HISTORY: THEN AND NOW==== 
by Bill Scott, 1-Ap,,..2009 
e-mail: wj163l@comc• st.11et 

After many health-related delay,, I have finally 
sent the 63rd Dlmlon unit morning reports ror July 
through November 1944 to the Army Heritage and 
Education Center (AHEC) In Carl!Jle, PA ror their 
greatfileson our division bl WWD. Thene:stgrollpwill 
be for the fint half of 1944. I plan to villt the AHEC 
before or after the Boston reDDion to see bow the files 
look so far in that huge facility. It i1 nice that the ABEC 
pays for the po,tageof tbose heavy ,bJpments. 

With that shipment and lots or order, for twtory 
items from our memben and the families, the number 
of items given and sold bu now rl1en to over 25,500. 
They recognize me at the local post office u a result of 
all the vlslll there. 

The examination of the Jut alplaa set #35 printed 
and copiediD.JUDe 2008.i8110w up to the "S" file to get 
any known errors corrected Oil the unit rosters. 
Depending on the workload, it will likdy not be 
d11J11lealed on paperthi, year. TTleplaniJ to have ltou a 
laptop computer for tie up-lo-date information. The 
rotten, the alpha U&t, the 11nlt patht ID. Ellrope, addrel1 
li1I, and other ite.ms will be avaibble without priofulg, 
copying, and carrying, which will take a big load off of 
my back and the chl'Cldng 11«:onnt. 

The Hewlett-Packard computer has been 
purdwed, and the needed prop-amt wlll be f.nltalled 
soon so that the rues can be seen on it at a lower coat and 
much lower workload for me. Our Preliclent, Bob 
Capasso, ud I have talked about doing thb In 90me 
defllil The load of stuff to bring to the reunion will be 
parUally rednced as a result. The room for the hlltory 
diJplay at the rennion after the first clay will be 
crowded with other lteJDB, The maps are being 
reframed in a different design to keep the damage from 
1hippillg greatly reduced. There will be no damps and 
,crews sticking out In back, 10 thepackagmgwill be lets 
bulkyabo. 

A lot ofth.11 Information Is of greatlntere,t to the 
detcendants of tbe 63rd men, partlclllu'ly those whose 
relative• in. the 63rd nevtt talked much about his years 
in. the 63rd. Sometime, I have to uk who the 63rd man 
wu, which takes II llttle of my time. Most of them have 
gotten. thetrlnfonnatlon from the 63rd website which ls 

handled akillfully by Fred Clinton, or they have seen a 
Blood & Fwls111ethat bu my addre&I OD It. 

We rmally h•ve a reliable copying hnaines• 
located about on&-half mile frt>m onr hoDte 10 I don't 
bavegotoRoc.kfordtogetdeceotbigmapcopyingdone 
fut. The letter size copying Improved earlier with a 
new b11alne1a buy-011t that I don't care to~ so now 
thetc two can compete for thatlize work. There is tome 
good oew1 In the busl:oeu world for 10me of na. The 
Rockford printer and copier had jlllt nicently bought a 
copier for $300,000 for large sheets that would amaze 
you with the speed. 

At thb time the rosters of the 63rd allow 69,531 
namea, plu attaehmeiata In the &TO wldeb puts the 
total in the records to 70,187. The 63rd liaes include 
many dupllcation1 for trauferred men, and 1ome who 
were promoted lo comml11loned or warrant officers. 
There wu an article in an old Blood & Fin that had a 
quotation from a dlvfslon pOJtal officer that ,aid the 
63rd had 60,000 men that had passed through the 
division d111mg Its ahort wwn servfce. So ltloob llke 
wemightbave accoUJ1tedformoat of them. 

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND 
THE 61ST REUNION 
AUG. 12 • 15, 2009 

Ads needed for 
Souvenir Ad Book 

Several ads for the 2009 _Reuiion Souvenir Ad 
Book have been mbmlttecl, b)lt many DlOre ate 
.needed if the boolw to be a 1ucceu. 

It alway, heJpa when ads •rrive early, so pleue 
hel_p support thlt project by 11Sllig the form found 
In thiJ line of the Blood and Fire, and 1end 
greethig•, ltonorary-nages, inemorlu, or for a 
reason of your own, real IIOOII, Please note, the 
deadJln,e for 1rniling Wormalion for the book ii 
earlier tlaJa year becau,e the end product will be 
malled to Botton io.ftead of being hand delivered. 
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PMTW..dola OOIIJl)ilcd '° for ey 63:d 11'.i,1,.;,a and bolpca .0-AVAII.AJlU ......«, 

----------·-----------~COM1'111l!lt.DAYAnoo'OVISM"DCOl'll!S.---·---------
pLBASBPRINTI UNJI'/11 UNIT#2 COST/BACH 

1943-45UttltllomrofMett(W/rank,9Crialoo, Con,p4ny, Bettcry, HQ? 
date,, medal&, cNUll!tie1, dcatbl, etc,) ................ , ... , ,u .................. ........... .... .... , , .. , .. ... ...... •.•. •.• . •. . ••. . ... .•• ____ ____ S4 ca.. __ 

Today'aUnitJ\ddross-Phciinolill(formelnberso:nly) ............................................................................ ................. ___ _ ____ s2 ... _ 
1945 Unit Mcdala Llit ( w/9/WD hmnc to\\111) . ...................................................................... .......................... ,_, ........................................................ ..$2 ea._ 
1.944-1945 Umtltuw:ruies (in DD. g,:oup), ... , ........................................................................................ , .............................................. , ... ,, .. , .. .$3 ca.._ 
AJ:pbabctical List of CA..i.\iPBLA...""{[)rnG CADRB)Imi M.th.dlta. ................................ , ........................... , ................. .... ......................... .... . $S ca._ 
Toda)'aAd:hca &PhoccLm of CAMP BLANDING CADRBMBN (for members only) ............................................................. , .......... .$2 ca._ 
Today'sAddreeo & Pbocc List by SWo.((o,mcn,ber,oa,ly) .................................................................... SWe#l_ ~ Slllo#2 __ S2ca._ 
1.030 .Killed i:nAc:tio:n,. Died ofWouod. &N<>o•BattJ.c Dee.th. ................................... , ... .ALPIIA. .................................................................... .SS ca. 
KIA,DOW,NBO. wi1hallla>oW11menshown8"dSOl1Cdby·---------~ALLUNITS ........................................ $Sea._ 
KIA. DOW, NBD, beo1vicwpoiut ................................................. So:led by'OAT!l, ors,nizalion, unit ............................................. $S ca._ 
Qoaoz.lty ~•mrmcyccmpiled iodate fur ALLunitswilh 8 ciw,goritt. .......................................................................................................... $3 ea. _ 
2007 Alpha list#3Swith dalllooCl$Ullties, &albs. UJJ.i18, eer.ial llllftlbcn, eadn:, 70.2S8names ................................................................. $74ca._ 

-------------··················•MAPCOPIBS···············-·----·················-------
11 "x 17" I :1,000.000m,:p of eciiiearet of63111combe1W1THOUTlnilof63nl lmil8 ............................................................................. $1 ea._ 
l:200,0001939lll&POfALSACE.Lcmw.>c,&SAARan,u11JruSiegfiiedlille-. ................................................................................ ss ... _ 
l:S0,000 ,mpofCOLMAllPocbl& ~gee M1ll • .,.. ID!'~ !ot2S41hg11)'S .................................................................................... .$5 ca._ 
I :20,000 mapofSW 1/4 of COLMAR mapllffll w/Kay,cr'9bc,g. ou:. for1.S4thguys ............................................................................... .$5 ca._ 
Tbn,e 1 :25,000 maps &om S. of S-anegueniinel to SaarbnJCkea w/g[W de.ta:il ... , ....................................................................................... $ 13 &et_ 

Two l:2S,000mape of the 6jrd'sSIEGFRJlID UNE.,..w/if1rt3,fiom l/45acrial pbotoow/lcgc:nds. ....................................................... $13set_ 
I :2S,000 BUllSICASTELmap that shows Kimt WW211ecb, &Blr,<iogm .............. ........................ .......................... ................. .$5 ca._ 
J ; 100,000 KAJSERSI..AlJ'l'ERN map that ~ Hoaiburg. [ingn)eil &. Onmstadt. ..................................... ~ .. •·· .....................................• ..$$ ea._ 
I : 1001000 K.ARLSR.tnm mai, 1hat-Rhowa Bad W'11DP~ Heilbronn & Stuttgut ......................................................................................... $S ea._ 
l :IOO,OOOllLLWANGl!NmapfromWaldenburg&SchwabischHalltoOberoobmg..,_ ............................................................................ SSea,_ 
1:25,000MOOOLINGENmapthows&omObo<g,O!lingentoOberboblnge,,._ ........................... _. ____ ._ .............................. , .. , .... -SSca._ 
8.S'x 14• 1:250,000IDipohoWlfromMlmib.:nntoRothenoe'llmdHoilbrom ................................. _ ................................................. .$1 ca._ 

-----------····· .. ••• .. •••• .. ••••••••••• .. JUSTORICAL OOCOMENTS---······· .. •••••• .. ············- .. ••••• 
2nc1en ... 2S3 4-12April 194S e_,ia, ro,un &Ptta. Unit CitalioaaMJd ·-..... - ....................... - .... - ............................ .. _ ..... -.-.Sl4 ea._ 
Rogi,nealal hiablml for Jano.aty .. MAy 1945 illbwlffl.oopledfrommoathly COIIIMtreports: 

2S3rd____. 254th~ 2SStb _ : .......................................................... .$13ca._ 
Gmc:ra1 Orde:rCopit11forawa:rdstiiltlividual1. such as badges aiYIJDMals .................. _ ............................................ , .. _, .............. ..NEW $2 ca. _ 
Rq,rint of 135•pago 1986 softcovtt boolc. "With 1M 63ril Tar.my Div. in WWD" 

by Col Jamc1 E. Hati:bcrof2541h and 25Sth ....................... ............................. $20 ea._ 
Unbcr.llldXerogn,pbic copy of 1945 hlstoly & ind4fbr "The Trail of:254 Thnl Blood & Flro" 

by Harri•Pee~ Vomooltil•,Algen,on Keilh&Jobn Sontag. ............ . ................. $7 ea._ 
UDbouad inkjet co lot copy or 1945 "'1ictory UL B:utopc,11 bookleL ....................................... , ....................... , ..................... , .............................. .$S ea. _ 
194µ5 combsthiato".YOf263rd:BngioecrCombat 8n. by BillS.oydc:r inbffldct ............................ .................. ............................................ ..... S6S ca._ 
Jm--Apr4SComba1Uni1JcwnalaofHqlatBn-254bychitc,hour,mimltclnbinclor. ......... ............................................................. s10 ... _ 
Ray R<4tani's Report of A•2S4Attac.lc a.tE,chriageo, (lermany, IS•Mu-45 In bl,,d,,r .......................................................................... .$3 ea._ 
SbOit 1.94'1-45 lliltcry ofl-lq 1 stBn-255 wi.tb "after action rcpo,t" in. binder .............................................................................................. , ... $8 ca._ 
Unbound. GmDany's SiegDiod Lino bhlto.ry, dcwb, dra.wriilgs, & photoJ .... ~ ............................................................................................. , ............. .$5 ca._ 
Uoboundllilto,y7ChU.S.Am,y, 15-0ec-44to2S-1ao-4S, "The0tt>crBulge" ...................................................................................... .$4ea._ 
Uabouad 1944 'lam• Oougbboy"booklet CDW. co. ,t plL equipmmt,,....,,, & trainii,g ....................................................... ............ .$4 ea._ 
-------------------PATCHBS,canoeircncdoncr$CWllon .. p,,jacke11,C10.-------
(A)3.S" x 2.3• 63rd lnfaatty Oiviaioa, for llnifonn .......................................................................................................................... ........ .$4 ca._ 
(B)2.S"x l.•s-63nllllfa.t>IIYDiV. with •aLOOD.tl'lRE' be!ow ............................................................................................................ .$3 ... _ 

(C) 2.66" x 2.3S" 63rdwr'BLOOD & FJRI!" aod "63rdlNI'ANTAYDN." bc\aw ...................................................................... ................ S4CL _ 
(0)2.25'" lughx. 3.S,.widc US Qag: .............. , ................................................................................................ , .................................................... , .............. $3 ea._ 
(E} 2.s· hls b x 3.S • wick: 63rd OivitiCl!I Siegfr.od Lioe1lgn pa.teh ..................................................................................................... .$S ca._ 
(F) 3.S"highx 3.S"w'.de 253td IDfam,y Regin=tw/mol1o "QUlNrAESSEN'11A" (Tb,, QumtesseDce) ................................................... SSea._ 
(G) 3. 6" hi&h x 3.4" wide 254th Tn.fanuy Regin=t w/motto ''l>EATH BllPOIUl DEFEAT" ........................................................................ $S ea._ 
(Ii) 3.s• hii;h x 3.o• wide25Sth ln&at,y Regimmtwithmotto •cOR FEAAEUM• (JicenofS!ecl) .................................... ... ............... .$5 ca._ 
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1.2• CREST PINS w/2 clu1cl!plns·---

May2009 
COST/EACH 

253rd lnmtry Rc,gi.mtct wub motto .. "QU1NT A BS:S~A 1' ([be Qi.tmtcsac:Du} .•.•.•••.•••..•. , ...... ,,., ................. ,, ..... , ................. , .•. , ....•.•.•••.•• , ..... ,.Not avail. 
254tb mfantry Regiment MthlllOUO .. "DEATfl BBFORBD~ ........................................................................................................... ..$5 ea._ 
2SSth InfatltryRcgimentMth motto .. "COR.PBRJtEI.JM" (J{cartofStccl) ............................................. ~, .............................................................. $5 ca._ 
Colon:dpindc8"ripllon w/boll01$&63rdDlv.cmblcml .............................................. 253n!_, 2.S4th_, 25Sth_ SI ca._ 

-----------···················HAr PINS& BOLA Tll!S-·····--··············-·············-·············-······ 
63rdlnf.Div.Patcbpin __ Combathtf'tnlcymanBadjjcpin __ CombatMcdicBadgcpin __ ........................................ S4e&._ 
Ranger Badge pin_, Silva Scat Medal pin___, Bron2t Siar Mtdalpill_ .......................................................................... S4 ea._ 
PwploHcartModal_pin~ Prcsl&:ruia!UaitC.'tatianBadgc_pin~ lnfaalrypin_ .......................................................... $4ca._ 

MPpiD _, POWJ-tcdillpin_, FieldArtille:ry pin__, Co:rps cf&.g:ineet1pin_ ................................................................. $4ea.. _ 

Quartcrmastc<pin_, S(analCo,popin_, R\lj)t1milDuckpin~ 7thAnnyl'alcbpi.a_ ..................................................... $4ca._ 
Bu.-opeAfricaMiddlcBa.1ipin_, WWIJV'u:tmyMcdalpin~ ArmyofOccupa~oopin _ ..................................................... S4ce._ 
Full Size upert,Jn&ntry Badge_, full Size Presidential UnitCitationBadge_ ........................................................................ $5 ea. _ 
63rdinf. Div. dclw« bola tie with black cord__, geld <:Old_ ..................................................................................................... $10 ce. _ 
------------------IJN1T1&0RGA.>m:AIIONAWARDSCOPU!;:s--------
Pteoldcntid Unit Clle!loll$ copy: 2e.d Jln,.2,S3rd~ ltt lln •• 254111 ~ 3rd Bn..2S4th _ ................................................... $2 ea. _ 

Pre&. Uoit.Ci.talioonmntivofor ltdBn. a:cd Co.A& B-253td.Inf ............................................... u .................... . . ............................................. .Sl ca. 
French Croix dcGucm: w/Palm fut 2S41b.lnf: ......................... s.s• x 11 • $5 ca.__. 11 · S/8" x 17" SlOce. __. 

--·········--········--··········--·····•COMPACTDISKSFOllMlCROSOFTWINDOWSSYSTEM.!1------
95 ofl943-45 Bwod .t Fwillsuea _, 63rdDiv. ~ Ordm fotm.odab, ~e. __,... ............................................................... SIOea. _ 
853 page upd8tcd "Cbrcolclc,. bi.ll0J:y book w/pbotoe, roeu:ro, alpha mt ..................... ........................................................................ ...... SIS co._ 
liiatocie& w/pbotot, r01teta, &ctbcr ia.fo:2S3rd----> 254th_ ................................................................................................................................ $12 ca. _ 
255th ~ AllArtillciy ~ 263rdEiigi.Mer&363ModlcalBns._ ........ .............................................................. - ........... $12ea._ 

Spocial'fioop<: HQ&HQCo., BIOld, MP, QM. Rfcon,Signll. Otdruo>.cc _ ••••••••• , . ............................................................... ........... $12 cL _ 

Comba1Momha UnitMomill&Repor!s 12/44· S/4S: 253rd ~ 2541h~ 2SSlh~ .................................................................... SIOce._ 
Artillciy __, 263rdllngincer&363 Mmical Bos._ ......... ... .................. ....................................... ...................................... $10ea._ 

SpocialTroops: HQ&HQCo. Bed, MP, QM, Rtl:011, Signll. OrdnOIICe _ ....................................................................................... SIOeL _ 
63-td.pjctO:riaJhi9t'OrY w/1,000+statCsidc. coroblt&()C)Cdp&tioo sccnce.. ...... , .. ............................................... ......................... ..................... .. $12 ce. _ 

-------------·····-··--- ---·····-CAPS-----------------
Brlgbt whftt.cap ,vith red. bill ~d.adjustablc red tea1'1tCt ........................ ~,-.. ,._ ....................... _.., .,_ •• ., ................................. - ........... ~ ...............•• .$10 ea._ 
Light blue cap and bill, with l<ijuotal>\c blue rcorn<t forspril!g, summer or fall .......................................................................................... $10 ca. _ 

Light bhlo cap al2d bill, with solid ligbl blue adjuslablerov !or iall orwinlct. ....................... , ..................................................................... SJ O ee. _ 
Tbonew 63rdpaleb cmblcmlw "BLOOD & FIRE• and •63rd INFANl"RYDrv,• limlhc "C" palchoo theatbcrpage. 

------------············-·····················CHALLENOBCOINtli---------------
1.S" 63ld lnfanuy DivisiooAnliquc BroMt ChalJ.cl)gc Coin with plastic btg ...................................................................................... $10 ca. _ 
1.s• 254th lm'illttY Rcgimcn!Aatique Br= ChaU,:nge Com Mlh plastic pocket case ........................................................................ .s Io ea._ 
l .S" 254th !milnll)-Regiment Brilliant Oo.lcl Cballeolgc Coin with pl.ulio po<l:et ease ............................................. . .....................• .SI O ea._ 

3 ,:S"' x 3.511 x. 1.25'' Dm.BJ:uc Coi.o.Prt1cntltion Cale ..................... _, .............. , ... , ................ , .............................. , . ., .................................. ., ................ SS CL_ 

April:2009 fom,il{iS Chock # __ 10TAL $ ___ _ 

Mall To:BJLLSCOTt 63llD ])JV. HJS'TO!UAN, 407 S. WAU.'UT ST, SYCAMORE, IL 60178•2234 
(Mab chock.,._ 0<1lcr U>: 63RD DlV. f!ISTORY l'tJND) • • • PLl!ASK us;; ADDRl!SS S'llCICBll O!I. PRINT CARBFULLY 

NAM:E: ____________________ UNJT(SF ___________ _ 

STRF.BT: ___________________ AYT. ________ P.0.BOX: _______ _ 
Cl'IY: STATE: _ ____ ZIP: _ _ 

SPOUSF.; TFJ.EPHONE:( __ ) ______ _ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS: PAX:,._ __ ....., ___ _ 

IAMTHE: OF ------------------- -----------------
(SON, GRANDSON, DAUGHTlil!, DR01HBll1) 63RD VBT'S NAMli 
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Ramada Inn 
Boston update 

The Ramada Inn 11 locatM atSOO Morrissey Blvd. 
111 Boston, Maseacbusettl 0212:2. The telephone 
number b 617-:287-9100 or 800-886--00S6. It ii located 
three mffes from the center of the City of Boston and 
five miles Crom Logan International Airport. It i• one 
mile from the Univenity of Mauachnaetts Campus 
and the John JI. Kennedy Library and Museum. 

It b in comb!Datlon with Comfort Inn in the nexl 
block. and both have a combined total of over three 
b11.Ddred deluxe accommodation rooms equipped with 
voice mail, 118fe11,iron1 and bairdrycn. 

Hyon are coming In to Logan Airport - after you 
have retrieved yonr luggage at the baggage area-pick 
op the direct telephone liJle to the Ramada I.Du at the 
same baggage area md let them know your airline 
terminal name/number. Ramada Inn will give you the 
hourly 1clledule of the nexl complimentary 1buttle bus 
that will transport you the Ove miles to the hoteL 

There 11 also free acbeduled shuttle bus auvice for 
the i:etarn trip back to the ahport. Make a return 
reservation 1hortly after signing at the Ramada Inn so 
there will be 1ullicient tranaportation for the large 
n11111bertbatwillreqalretranaportatlon. 

There is aJ,o free acbeduled shuttle bus aenice 
every half boor to the public transportation lines for 
access to the center of the dty and to the John JI. 
Kennedy Library and Museum. There Ill free on-1ltc 
puking, a family center, billiard, bowling, game room 
and outdoor pool 

Pree dehue continental bwikfl•t, with. an 
extended menu, h provided each day from 6:00 AM 
UJltll lO:OOAl\f, 00 die ffntfloor of the lllo. Free WlFI 
in each room, and free cable with HBO, fifty premium 
aod bualneo• chann<'Js, 

Plan Now to Attend 
the 2009 Reunion 

August 12 -15 
Boston, 

Massachusetts 
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Hold off on 
buying plane ticket 

On a news program 1everal days ago, It wu stated 
tllat Sonlhwe,t Alr Linea bad announced they wonld 
begin Dying into Boston ioatead of tlul remote location, 
they DOW Ule. 

Al of now, no date bal been &DDonnc.ed nor have 
any fares been announced. Usually when they enter a 
new market, they •et very allJ'active promotlollll rare, 
and the otoorcarrier1 u1ua1Jymeetthoaerant. 

I will beholding off on ourticketpun:hale until this 
thing shakes oat. Keep in mine, the prldng concemlng 
dates 111d fares is parely my own speculation and ii for 
Information only. 

Bob McCo/111, Flitt nee Prnilknt, 20Q9 mudon 

Lost Sheep 
Need To 
Be Found .1 

We need new a44resses for the fofJqwmg peopl& U,,u 
below an the last known addrnsa taan from the 
retumd Febnliuy 2009 mu of the Blood od Fire. If 
YD" c1111 hBlp, pleJUe call, write or artail the 
secrdllryltuasMur. 

Betty Balestrlell, As,oclate member, 88 
Leigltton Rd., Durham,ME04:222-S40S. 

Cbarle1 Caverly, SIG 563, 9 Oak St., 
WIDchester,MA01890-:2125. 

Robert W. Clayton, C 255, 8443 Travis Lane, 
OverlandPark,KS66212-1145. 

Hanfa Goldman, L 254, 1:2001 Old Columbia 
Pk., Silver Spring,, MD 20904. 

Ralph R. W. Moore, C 253, 202 Jacob Albright 
Dr.,JolwloWll,PA15904-2328, 

Ammon Shelley, E253,3435BeckettRd., York, 
PA17402-4304. 

Kenneth L. Shenk, HQ 861, 6151 Richmond 
Ave., Garden Grove, CA9l84S. 

Norman Wllilllmaon, C 862, R#l Box 1345, 
Onam.i.11,MN 563S9. 
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61st REUNION 

BOSTON -AUGUST 12 -15, 2009 

TOUR DESCRIPTIONS 

Tl11mdq, August 11, 2069 
(9:30 AM-3:30 PM) 

CityTourwitbHarborCruise(Boltonettablilbed 163-0) 

May2009 

Along the hlJtorlcal sights of the Freedom Trail,Bunlrer Bill Monument (:221-foot obeJllk) and mu,eum (battle 
w:lthBrlt!ahJune 17, 1775), Old North Chlll'Cb (oldest church bnUdl.ng 1723) (Lanteru In belltowerwamlngon 
how British were to march to Lexington), the Old State Howe where the Declaration of Independence wu flrat 
publlclyreadonJnly 18, 1776. 
US Constitution (Old Iron1idea) lau11clled October 21, 1797, a 44 gun frigate. Oldett commia!lioned thip In world. 
FaneuU Hall: Original building bull.tin 1742 where meetings were held. Includes North & Sou.th Market. and an 

adjacent Quincy Market, a renovated 19• century complex cootainiog over 70 specialty shop, & reatauants, 
produce stands 1111d retail pushcarts. Street performen entertaining continuously. 

Short Harbor Crulte of Boston Waterfront: Lunch on your own at Union Oyater Hou1e, America's oldest 
restaurant. 
Inda.des Bus and HarborCnlae, narrated touraud return to hotel by 3:30 P.M. 

Tluusday, August 11, 2fJfJ9 
(7:00 P.M. - 11:00 P.M.) 

Buffet Dimler at Hotel, Cub Bar,softMulic 1111dDanciug. 
Recreation comple:s: at adjoining bu.lkllng, lnclndlng bowling, billiard$ and galllff. 

Bu11ourPlymouth(40mUes) 

Friday, A 11gust 1 , , 2009 
(lOA.M, - 2P.M.) 

Plymouth Rock-pUgrlm1 laud~ Dece111ber 16:20. Rock II protetted by granite portico. Self guided tonn OD 

Pilgrim Path of:20 historical sites. Mayflower ll-a reproduction of 1bip that brought Pi1griml to AmeriCL Toms 
of the vessel and exhibition on tile doek. Lunch on your own; manyflneresiau.-ants on the dock area. 
Return to hotel by :2 p.m. 

Slloppl:ng andDl.nnerTour 

Friday, A ugrut I 4, 20()9 
(6P.M.-9P.M,) 

Bu• transportation to Copley Square in Bostoll. Prudential Center at Copley Square of 52-ltory, 18-ac.re 
romple:s: of shops, restaurants, plaza and covered walkway. Skywalk. Observatory at l'nldentlal Center on SO" 
floor panorama of City and sllburbt. 
Trinity Church of Romanesque In style consecrated In 1877. Dinner on yonrowa. Many fllle restaurants In the 

center. Return to hotel by!>p.m. 

St1turd;ry AjurMOn, Aug,ut 15, 20()9 
(:2 p.m. - 5 p.m.) 

Complimentary Shuttle from hotel every half hour to: 
JohnF.Kcnnedy(:3S'"presldcnt)Llbrary&muse111n.AdmlmonJ1SlO.Onemilefromhotel.NesttoUnlvcnityof 
Ma11achusett1campu.Lut0lmonehourandtenmlnntesbeforecloslng. 
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Fort Independence on Boston Harbor 

John F. Kennedy 
Presidential Library and Museum 

Rear of Building of 
J.F. Kennedy 

Library and Museum 
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WALKING 
TOUROF 

''FREEDOM TRAIL 
A walking tour of Boston's "Freedom Trail" begins 

at the Visitors Information Center in Boston Common 
near Tremont Street - the 44-acre park, bou.nded by 
Beacon, Charles, Boylston, Tremont and Park Streets. 
The trail leads through 23 or Boston's historic sites and 
follows most or the sites that are on our motor City 
Tour. 

It is simple to follow: red bricks or granite stones 
embedded Into the sidewalk form a line that guides you 
from place to place and in some places, the red line Is 
painted onto the sidewalk or street. Each stop 
represents a chapter in American history with vivid 
reminders of events that led to American 
independence. 

The Boston portion may take most of the day if you 
tour the attractions. 

Charlestown Portion: The Bunker Hill Monument 
and the Museum of the battle with the British on June 
17, 1775. The U.S. Constitution 44-gun frigate 
launched October 21, 1797, which bas a compliment of 
Navy personnel on board. 

The Charlestown portion may take a half-day if 
you tour tbe ship and take in the many sights In the 
Charlestown Navy Yard. 

AUTOMOBILE 
DRIVING 

TOURS 
It is a thirty-minute drive to the adjoining city of 

Quincy, with the house of the second president, John 
Adams; and the house of the sbth president, John 
Quincy Adams. 

It is a one-hour d.rive west to Lexington and 
Concord where the "Shot Heard Round The World" 
occurred on Apri.l 19, 1775. It was the first conflict with 
British - drove British back and forced retreat to 
Boston. 

A two-boor drive South leads to Cape Cod, with 
beaches, shops and sand dunes of Cape Cod National 

Seashore. 
It is a rn·o-hour drive North to the City of 

Gloucester (fishing center from 1623) and with the 
Sleeper-McCaun house of 40 rooms containing 18~ and 
19" century American and European decorative arts 
and furnishings; the City of Salem which was the 
capital of the Massachusetts Bay Colony from Its 
founding 1620-30, and where the witchcraft trials were 
held in 1692, and the City of Rockport with artists' 
colony and tbe oldest building on Cape Ann Built in 
1658. 

BOSTON 
BOAT TOURS 

Sight seeing cruises of Boston Harbor and the 
Boston Barbor Islands are available with 
transportation on your own from the Hotel to Long 
Wharf or Rowes Wharf. 

Boston Inner and Outer Harbor Cruise is a 90-
minute tour beginning at 11:00AM, 1:00 PM and 3:00 
PM. Cost ls SIS.00. 

Sunset Cruise at the Harbor at sunset with USS 
Constitution's sunset cannon serenade beginning at 
7:00 P.M. Cost is Sl5.00. 

A forty-five minute boat tour on the USS 
Constitution will begin at 10:30 A.M, and wlll take 
place each hour until 4:30 P.M. Cost is SI0.00. 

Liberty Fleet ofTaU Ships is a two-hour cruise on 
the 80-foot, 125-foot Liberty Clipper ship. Sightseeing 
fare is S35.00 to $70.00. 

Whale Watch tour is a four or five hour cruise to 
Stellwagen Bank Marine Sanctuary beginning at 10:30 
A.M. Cost Is S25.00. 

Lighthouse Cruises are on August 2, August 9 and 
August 16. Can see over ten of the oldest lighthouses on 
the coastline. Costis S36.00. 

A Lunch Cruise is available on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday at 11 :00 A.M. This two-hour 
cruise offers a plated, three-course menu and costs 
SSS.00. 

The Ferry service from Boston to Provincetown, 
Cape Cod is 90-minutes beginning at 8 A.M. From 
Boston the schedule is 1 P.M. and 5:30 P.M. and from 
Provincetown, 10 A.M., 3 P.M. and 7:30 P.M. Cost is 
$54.00. Atbrcc-hourferry cruise is $23.00. 
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JULY 
1: Ca.rolAnn &Jim Crllm- HQ253-1951 
3: Joyce& JohnJ. Best-L254-1953 

Irene&VemardO.Riggs- D2S5- 1946 
4:Melba&GeorgeDodson-K255-1951 
7:Mamie&DouglasShabeen-FA863-1946 
8: Rita& Louis Masllnoff-G253-1953 
9:Audrey & Fred Consolmagno- H 254- 1948 
13: Charlene & Gene Hollifield- Assoc. - 1991 
14: Mary&EmestH. Kllmek- D255- 1956 
15: Margery &Joseph01iade-H253-19S0 

Wanda & Harold G. Heavins-A254-1946 
16: Naomi& Gordon Rintout-L255-1983 
17: Jo & ThomasLazare- 1254-1948 
18: Jane& WDhurBrallbwalte- A253- 1952 
23: Carolyn & Sam Taylor-F254-1949 
26:Alberta&MelvinGobel-1254-1980 

Helen&RobertE.Parke-B254-1943 
??: Grace&JohnHarmon- MED363- 1947 

AUGUST 
S: Josephine & Harold D. Betts- HQ 253- 1943 
7: Helen & JohnBradley-A253-1954 
11: Helen&GeorgePutman-FA 718-1995 
12:Arlene&RobertW"dliams- F255- 1948 
13: Helen & Ma:i: Gourlcy- C 253-1948 

Deatra&JonpatriockAnderson- USAR- 1995 
14: Iona&JamesA. Gregg-1253-1947 

Helen & John H. Bradley-A2S3-1954 
1S: RaeAnn&DonaldL. Wirth-USAR-1958 
16: Gina&Scottlsemlnger-AS$0c.- 197S 
18: Betty & David Montgomery- E 253-1950 
19: JeAD &BIUJ. Moss-B254- 1946 

Janice&GlenRovenhagen- M2SS- 1951 
20: Lillian&DickMertes-I&R254-1949 

Marlon &Anthony Nargl- Band-1960 
22:Della&LewisDlshrow-E255- 1940 
23: Susan & William J. Stratton- Assoc. - 197S 
25: BillieJean&JackB.Haigbt- HQ255- 1956 
26:Dorothy&RobertL.May-K25S-1950 
27: Laura &ArthurW. Barckbam- HQ 253- 1949 
29: Gertrude& Ernest Morrell-L253-19S8 
30: Cele&BillScott-E 254- 1949 

SEPTEMBER 
l:Jaa & QuintinSeOa-F254-1977 
2:Jrene&SeymourKllD1s- F255- 1950 

Anna&RoccoF.Stango-RECON63-1950 
Jean&JohnW.Brown-K255- 1950 

3:Angela&CarmlneSoranno-K253- 1949 
Mariaane&RobertKoller- Assoe. - 1994 

5:Mayellen&JosephThoman-CN254-1941 
S:Anne&KennetbGreene-HQ63-1949 

Gayle & Richard A. Glazer-USAR-1970 
6: Viola & HaroldBlack- AT25S-1947 
7: Rose & Michael Cairo-L253- 1947 
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8: Germaine & Roland Dandurand- G 255- 1945 
Betty&BohAnderson- B25S- 1946 
Margaret&DonaldB.O'Neill-D254-1986 

9:Angellne& HowardDiepenborst- MED 253- 1947 
Patricia & Joseph B. MueUer-SV 861-1950 

10: Catherine & Frank Tedesso - E 25S- 1949 
11: Kathy&RichardFlaig- Associate -1965 
12:Eva&HaroldHibbs-HQ718-1948 
16: Villa & Harold BlackSr.- AT255- 1947 

J'ean&KentSchoU-BQ253-1950 
18: Peggy&RobertMichajla- FA 718- 1942 
20:Lois&LeeAuom-G2S3- 19S2 

Sue & GeorgeMclntosh- E 2S3- 2002 
21:Brenda&NlcholasPlazza-MED2S4-1989 
22: Cherri& Len Zlmmcrman-C 263-1943 
23:Nancy&RalphFink-AT254-1960 
27:Vugiaia&LeamonJ.Harvey- C254- 1952 

Maggie&RohertE. Herzler- SVlSS- 1946 
30: Janna & Edward Phillips- Assoeiate- 2000 

OCTOBER 
1: Louise&RuneJosepbson-FA 718-1950 
7: MarilyD&HenryComh- Assoe.-1961 

Cindy &Jimmy Montgomery-Assoc.- 1979 
8:Tobl&JackMayrsohn-QM63-1950 

Dorothy & HerhertB. Houghtallng-HQ 253-1949 
9: Mac &GarrcttHockscma-M25S-1946 

Bernice&CarttonPeck-K255-1949 
Viviaa&RobertCohimeyer- C363- 1948 
Peggy&JoeKems- E254-1948 

10: Betty & Rudy Lencioai-F254-1951 
AnnaLee &MurreDGrant-K2S3-1946 

11: Marleae&Antbony Dondona-H 2S5-1953 
12: Dorothy&ClaudcDcnlson-A253- 1940 
13: Elsie & Roy E. Sjoblad- BQ 253- 1945 
15: Flora Nell & Keaneth Gordon- Associate - 1948 
16:Jeaa&RusseUR.HUI-HQ253- 1949 

• CONTINUED ON PAGE H 
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A word from your buddies ... 
253Bll REGIMENT 

Jack T. Vierling, Company C, wrote: "I do tours 
with my 1939 Packard. It still bas the gas sticker on 
windshield from World War II." 

Thomas O'Farrell, Company E, sent a 
donation to help with the expenses of publishing the 
Blood and Fire. 

Ed Kelly, Company E, wrote: "Enclosed is a 
donation for the Association. I will always be proud to 
have served with the 63,. -a great Division." 

The Rev. Dr. William T. Schumaker, Company 
G, is 83 years old, in remarkable good health and bas a 
doctorate in Divinity. He has earned three master's 
degrees and has plans to attend college In the fall of 
2009 to earn another master's degree. 

254m REGIMENT 

" . Orvid~ Mallo, Company A, sent this message: 
,ve Just received the February issue of the Blood and 

Fire. Donna, you sure put a lot of time and effort in 
putting together the Issues of the Blood and Fire. I hope 
you llve to be one hundred and two years old so you can 
keep the good work going! I am 86 years old and 
Dorothy is 84 years old. We raised five boys and four 
girls and we will celebrate our 66" wedding 
anniversary the 1'" of August. Thank you for what you 
are doing and we hope to see you at the next reunion." 

Duane L. Franz, Company C, is keeping an 
open mind about the Boston Reunion and might see us 
there. 

Fieldiog R. Magness, Company C, wrote:" Just 
received my Blood and Fire. Enjoyed reading about the 
last reunion. I am writing about tbe stamps for veterans 
on the last page. My wife, Elizabeth, sent over 4,000 
stamps with seven dollars in postage and we received 
notice they could not use one stamp! I really don't know 
what they want. We are sending no more stamps." 

Grady Esco, Company K, sent this information 
about the ship Saturnla: "Received my B/()()d and Fire 
and as usual I enjoy what I can read. My sight is bad, 
bearing is bad and breathing is bad, but I am in no pain. 
Read the article about the ship Saturnia - I am not 
familiar with that ship, but when I wanted a picture of 
one I was on, I contacted Seaweed's Ships Histories, 
P.O. Box 154, Sistersville, W.V. 26175. That phone 
number is 1-800-732-9333. They sent me a picture of 

USAT Brazil, the one I went overseas on. Maybe they 
can help the gentleman looking for bis picture.'' 

Fred Consolmagno, Company M, wrote: "The 
Indianapolis re11nlon was great! We learned so much 
and enjoyed every minute. I am now 87 years young, 
still golfing and still kicking! Thanks to all who made 
the 60" memorable. Looking forward to Boston." 

255m REGIMENT 

Stanley E. Sulenski, Company A, wrote: "My 
wife died Palm Sunday, 2008 and then I came down 
with cancer. I went through a rough time - didn't 
recogolze any of my friends. At the age of 85, I started a 
new b11siness." 

Ray Miserendino, Company B, sent an email 
telling us that bis wife, Annette, tripped over a fo11r­
incb fire department hose on April 18 and broke her 
shoulder in three places. She underwent surgery on 
April 24, and Ray brought her home from the medical 
center April 29. She is feeling better day-by-day but will 
need therapy for the damage to her left shoulder. Please 
keep Annette in your prayers. 

William Bolak, Company D, wrote: "I was in 
the Machine Gun Sq11ad in combat. The last four 
months of the war, I played the accordion to help 
entertain the troops." 

Ernest H. Klimek, Company D, and wife Mary 
have plans to attend the reunion In Boston. 

Edmund J. Simmons, Company I, sent this 
message: "I am 85 years old and have Parkinson's. Are 
there any girls out there interested?" 

Edward W. Schane, Company I, wrote: "I just 
received the latest Blood and Fire and again it brought 
back old memories. In the news section for the 255", it 
was reported that Edmund Simmons, Company I is 
sllffering with Parkinson's and is having trouble 
writing. Eddie was a good friend when we both trained 
in Camp Van Dorn and on the trip across the Atlantic, 
and in the days following in France. He was always a 
source of f11n and a very good friend. The Christmas 
card I sent him last year was returned to me, so 
apparently he bas moved. If yo11 have a new address for 
him, please send it to me." 
(Editor's note: Simmons' letter came one day, Schane's 
letter arrived the next day! How cool is that? I sent 
Schane the new address for Simmons.) 

-CONTINUED ON PAGE 15 
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A word from your buddies ... 
• CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14 

Robert Titterington, Company K. wrote: 
"Enjoy reading tile newsletter-keep it coming!" 

MED363 

James A. Altlmarl, 363, bad this to say: 
"Thanks for reminding me to pay my dues. At my age of 
95, I am a little forgetful. I still drive a car and still go 
bunting. I recently shot a four-point buck iD New 
York.'' 

QUARTERMASTER 

RobertL. Wilson sent a Dice donation and said: 
"I think I paid for this year last January but am sending 
some extra money to belp out. You sbollld not have to be 
low on funds. Thanks for tile good work you do." 

HEADQUARTERS 

W"lllard Pollllds, Regiment 253, said: "Please 
change my address and accept tile donation enclosed. 
My outfit was AT, 1• Bat. 2S3,. Regiment from Camp 
Van Dorn to the end of the war. I am now 85 years old. 
Good luck in the future and may God Bless." 

Russ DeMar, Regiment 155, sent a donation 
and this message: "The February issue of the Blood and 
Fire brought tears to my eyes when I read of the 
flnandal threat to our newaletter. The Blood and Fire 
bas been my only contact with the 63,. and the IMOK 
Chapter for many, many months. Due to health 
problems, I can't travel any distance and the painful 
bursitis in my legs Is giviDg me great fun! The February 
issue is another one of your wonderful pieus of work." 

Art Keigb, Regiment 25S, sent this message: 
"Sweet Jo and I have been Life Members since forever. 
We read your memo In the February Issue of the Blood 
and Fire where you discussed malling fees and 
decreased assets. We want to donate a little "dab" to 
make up for the "free ride" Life Membership gives. 
Thanks for being such a super secretary. We know all 
too well the meaning of 'older I i:et the behinder I i:et.' 
Keep oo keeping on." 

JackHalgbt,Reglment2SS wrote: "Still amoog 
the living and doing quite well, all things considered. 
Thanks for the good workyou do." 

William D. Weller, 862, sent a donation and 
these remarks: "I am a Life Member of the Association 
and am happy to coot1'ibute to the funds. We trwy 
appreciate your being tbe secretary of the Association 
for all these years. Your dedication and service to the 
veterans included in the Association Is unequaled - we 
all salute you. Thanks for keeping It going." 

Before his death in November, Gordon 
"Shorty" Myers sent his dues for 2009 and his wlfe, 
Betty, enclosed a poem written by Martin A. Floon that 
was sent to her by l\farty's wife, Patty. Marty, who bad 
a big band in Pittsburgh prior to bis death a few years 
ago, was io the Carmen Show, Betty asked that the 
poem be included in the Blood and Fire so look for a 
copy in this issue. Betty also reported they received a 
great-gl"anddaugbter last June and now have a little 
princess and r..·o little princes. 

William Taylor, 1• Bo, 253 .. , asked: "Do you 
have a friend who will translate some articles from a 
German newspaper? There are several articles about 
conditions around the towns Tauberbischfohebn and 
Wertheim where some of the uoits of the 63,. were 
shltiooed fortbe Occupation. Some of the articles could 
be Interesting for the Blood and Fire." (EdiJqr's note: l 
do have a friend who is from Germany and Will 
translate the articles. Please send them to me at PO Boll 
86,Moroceo,IN 49763.) 

Ray w. Peterson, 255• , sent tbls message: "I 
will be glad to see 2008 end! It has not been a good year. 
Merlene lost her brother; our daughter was diagnosed 
with cancer and our granddaughter bas some serious 
bladder and kidney problem,. We remain optlml1tlc 
and are bauging in there." (Ray's article, My Clbse 
Encounter witlr Forty German Rocket Scientuts, 
appears on one of the pages of this Issue of the Blbod 
and Fire.) 

FIELD ARTILLERY 

Daniel O'Couner, 862, sent greetings for 2009 
and said all wasweU a t their house. 

ANTITANK 

Angelo J. Bartato, 154° Regiment, IJ planning 
to take a ride to McComb, Mississippi to visit the Camp 
Van Dorn mn1eum. He and Mary live lo Florida. 

• CONTINUED ON PAGE 16 



16------------------------- May2009 

Buddies. •• • CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15 

USAR 

Tbil met1agc came from our newest member, 
LTC Beverly Bonghton, who wrote: "I am cun-ently 
Vlce President of the 63'" Infantry Division, UBAR and 
hopetobeelectedPnsidentfortheneltyear." 

ASSOCIATE MEMBER 

Mildred Hendry sent this mes1age: "My 
husband puaed away on November 14, 1994, which 
was al,o Ids~ birthday. Bedld.a't know tberewu an 
AatoeiaUon nor did he know of the relllliom. I foud 
the informa1ion aftm-bil death, and aho fi>Wld a close 
armybnddyofhlsmllesaway." 

Syble W. Nails, widow of Buron Naill, FA 861, 
wrote: "It has been a bnsy year at naual -yard work, 
gardening and all the other that goea with It. I have 
lived Oil Ws 69-acre farm for 59 year, and it Is getting 
more than I can handle. We had some sickness In the 
familytll.iaynr- myBeckyhadheraecoad1urgeryfor 
C8Dter and her hWlband had five stints -It's been rough 
but we have been blesled again. I would love to go to 
Boston- never been the.re." 

Anniversaries ... 
• CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13 

17:Mardellya&RayL.AndenJr-SpTr63-1942 
18:Helen&CharJesRudibaughJr-SV253-1947 

LoulJe&LeclleD.Self- HQ255- 1941 
MaryLou&JackKeriu- D255-1947 

20: Patricla&JameaR.Pritchett- HQ254-1979 
Margaret&JohnJ.Morgan-ATZSS- 1951 

23:Carol&FrcdBing-HQ63-1983 
27:Georgee&AlbertKiduey- FA863- 1941 
30: Loil &CharletG.Sunyak- GZSS- 1983 
31:Evelyn&OlafE.Mlller- AT253-1945 

RECEIVED TWO COPIES? 
Hyo11 received two copies oftbil l1111e oftheBloo,I 

11114 Fin, please notify the editor •• soon a, possible. 
Yo11doll'toeedtwocoplesandwedon'tneedtheadded 
eirpeme. 

Tbaokyousomuch. 
Donna LaCosse 

Join the Army 
and have your 
dreams come true 

tyD..UQ'IV<lll 

Most of or. while 1mall boys dream of becoming a 
fireman, airpJane pilot, truck driver or locomottve 
eagineer.A&ra week in the Anny they gave me a half. 
ton truck to drive. It wu rather elderly and required 
doubleclutchlngto1hlfL 

Alao, it sometimes needed cranking becaue of a 
tempenlllental starter. My dmam wu short lived 
because it had to be wuhed every day before Retreat 
Formation. Another reason wu the tells designed by 
some 1adislk Englneen for Vehicle Operaton. We 
were aent to talte tfflll oa the Red, White and Blue 
torture tracb. The Red was fairly easy and most of 01 

got through tbe Wblte. But the Blu.e led us into a 
JWamp. I was winched out of mud holes four timff. 
Fiu1Jy only two and a half were left and I rode one•• 
extra labor. The truck wu on led off md we bogged 
down in three feet of water. The Engineer Major, clean, 
booted and polished stood on a nice dry platform. He 
ordered us to ,tay in the truck to better watch the 
Engineers at work. Two powerful winehes on solid 
ground mnltiplled their pull by pulley, aachoml to a 
large tree. Engines roared, tbewblcbes wound up cable 
and ourtnckdida'tbudge.1 waa puz:gled until I looked 
back and saw the uchor coming down right at the 
truck. We all jumped Into the water as the tree mined 
the truck, but drml:hed the Major In the mud. It made 
onrday! 

Mach later, we took the Herman Goering Steel 
Worb as part of our duh acros1 Germany to meettbe 
Ru11ia111. There were doirens of abandoned 
locomotives 1taadiag around. One G.I. built a roaring 
fire In the locomoUve cab to build up steam - It was a 
Dieael engine. Several of n1 got an elderly ewitch engine 
moving, but it had to be hastily abandnaed by jumping 
when we could not figure out how to stop lt before It 
rammed a boxcar. 

Next, we overran an airfield. By tinkering with a 
fighter plane, a Menencbmldt, I believe we got II to 
run. We Uled it to ta:d acroa1 the ficld from our billet to 
chow or jurt for fun. We rode a half doiren men 
straddling the fuselage or Oil the wings. At times we got 
the tail up before throttlillg back. It wu inevitable, one 
m.au taxing by hlm5elftookoff. When he ran out of gas, 
he came down. Ooe thing about flying, you never get 
•tu.ckupthei:e! 

Threedreamcametru.eoralmo1t. 
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- Letters and Opinions -
WILLNOTBEABLE 
TO ATTEND REUNION 

I have ncelved the February 1009 b1ue of 
Blood 11114 Fin and commend you, u the editor, for 
making Blood tutd Fin a uewsworthy publlcaliou, 
remfndblg us again and again of our friends and 
comrades who aerved our nation iD World War II and 
In the 63,. Imantry Divflion. I wu privileged to 
command Headquarten Battery of the 862"' Field 
ArtlIIery Battallou du.ring our engagemeut in Europe. 
The a11cces1 of the Div!l1o11 ID combat was due to the 
bravery, dedlcalioa and resourceflllneas of men like 
them. 

l\ly wife, Vu-ginia, and I will not be able to 
attead thereuulouluBootou lhb year. I amju•t o'l'l!l'90 
years of age and we don't travel much n.ow. lbe 
program looks very futereating and ii a worthy effort 
by the reunloa committee. The ,;3•• Division 
AJICC.ialion .ii a great organiza«oa. Tbauka for keeping 
it going. 

WllllamD. Weller 

WHATIDOREMEMBER 

For reasons unknown to me, I caaaot 
remember many of the details between our anival ill 
France lo early December and the night In early 
February when I stepped on a tdlu mine. However, I do 
remember a very heroic medic comlug to my aid tllat 
nigh LI don't eveu know bJ1 name, bnt he crawled into 
the area where I wu laying, took care ofmy wounds as 
bett he could, and crawled back out with me on hh 
back. Be Hterally saved my life and I can stlll 1ee blJ 
face. 

I hope the reunion ls a success. Boston la a great 
city. I spent my time for ree11peration in Camp 
Edwards on Cape Cod, l\lassachusetts, aad we visited 
Boston when we11-eregettlng our lep back. 

EdwardW. Sclwle.125S 

MAKING SCRAPBOOK 
OFSERVICE 

I am i&cbuling a check for mcmbcnhip to the 
63" lnfutry Dlvi1lon ANOdado11. My father Willia B. 
Tompkins, TS, wa1 a member of the 861" ud died ill 
1982. I am doing a scrapbookofhla mfiltary servkeand 
thia webcite ia wonderful I have learned ao m11ch and 
paned the hl1tory on to my 1l1ten. 

Chris TompklnJ 

SAWRECENT SHOW 
ON HISTORY CHANNEL 

I PW a •how recently OD the lllltory Cbunel. 
Confederate Gen, Van Dorn bad hit eye oo a doctor'• 
wife and the doctor killed the General and then beaded 
north to union territory, I served bl l\lorocco, North 
Mrica from Novembe:r1951 to December 1952 atan air 
baae called Sidi SH Mane. It wu run by the French Air 
Force but all were American troop,. We bad four 
Grumman SA-16-Amphibian Air Craft: to cover balf 
of Africa aud outlnto the Atlantic Oceaa. 

PhilLavorgna, AJICC.iate 

GRANDSON PROUD 
OF PURPLE HEART 

l\ly m -year old grandson is 10 proud of his 
grandpa Robert's Purple Heart that I got all the 
illformation together for him IO he can kcl:p it with the 
Purple Heart. My children, grandchildren u well as 
IIIYJelf, love to i:ead theBfoodtwlFIN. 

I also wollld like you to know that the Great 
Lakes Cemetery la Holly, Mkblgu la a wouderful 
cemetery for our beloved departed veterans. It doea 
remind us of Arlington. 

.Keep up the good work. I am 84 years old and 
we do tlow dOWD. God Blm you and God Blets 
America. 

LucllleLeMarbe, widow of Robert LeMarbe 

• CONTINUED ON PAGE 11 
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- Letters and Opinions -
• CONTINUED FROM PAOE 17 

DIFFERENT 
DMSIONPATCH 

lwas In the:2 .. Platoon otD Company, :255. I am 
very proud of havillg served in tke 63 .. Division and 
havillg ae"ed under Platoon leader .Jack Kerins. I abo 
keep in touch with Calvin MallOll in Morristown, 
Tennessee. I am sending you • patch, that I wulentand, 
they are wearing In Afghanistan and In Iraq, too. The 
patcb is tao with a bn>ffll flame aod the sword is tao 
with a broffll tip. I like the original better! 

While addrenlng your envelope, I notked the 
la at two numben or your zip code are 63. (How cool is 
that?) Keep up the great job that you are doing, 

Richard Gatlen-ez 

CHURCH 
WELCOMED 
RETURNING SOLDIERS 

(This item that appeud in tire June 25, 2008 isrue oftlu! 
Son Gabriel Volley Tribune was written by TluJ'IIUIII 
Binn, tUul sulnnittu by RJchrml Guderr¢ El Monu is 
onlytm1niksfro111 WMn RJcJuud lh&J 

Army Rnerve Master Sgt. Ceasar Tome and 
39 fellow soldiers, recently deployed in Afgluumtan 
with tbe 155" Combat Su1talnme1tt Support Battalion 
for mon than a year, were, guem of hooor at the New 
Hope Com111110lty Chnreb In El Monte last Tuesday, 
where they were greeted by eighty people holding 
welcomehome1iga1and throw"mg confetti. 

Eyes were fl.Ded with tears u troop• and their 
famili11t were later booored at an award• ceremony 
held in the Cburcb SGCial room. Following the final 
congratulatory •peech, Torres, hh wife Jpbel and four 
dlildren headed home. Torres is from this eommllllity; 
bis fellow soldlen bad yet to complete their journey 
home; one was going to Pboeob: to see hl, wife and 
three--yearoldaon. 

VISITS 
GREATLAKES 
NATIONAL CEMETERY 

I agree that mice are nniavited gaeall, but I 
would ratber deal witb mice than with the problem we 
have with skunks- espeelallywlleo my neighbor's dog 
tl!lakt the lll.llllkll are a playmate, then comes running 
to me to give him a bath! 

My daughter Ida, granddaughter Bella, alld I 
attealkdtbeVettran'aDayprogramattheGreatLakea 
Natio11al Cemetery in Holly, Mlchlgan on November 
11. Even though there was no raln or snow, the aervtce 
waa cold bat very beautiful 

My husband, Robert passed away In January 
:2008 but I have been very slow at going through hil 
things, especially bu booting and fishing stuff, hut am 
managing to get the Job done. And while dolog this, I 
roand aome lelters from Sam L, Redfield of 
Watsonville, California. There was a note In one of the 
2002 !sines ortbe Blood 11114 F1" that Sam'• wife had 
pused away. I am wondering If Sam la flill alive? If you 
Bnd any Info on Sam, please put It in the next Blood 11114 
Fin. 

LlldllcLcMube 
(Ed/to, ':s Note: I bave Sam Redfield, G :2S3, In my 
membership roster u living at 811 Delta Way, 
Wauonville, CA9S076.) 

61 st Reunion 
August 12 thru 

August 15, 2009 
Boston, Mass. 

NOTICE 
It.is no longer•~ for Life Members to 

pay a sun:hlirge of five dollars annually. That 
_policy wu in effect for one year, and that year 
ended lb 2004. 
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My close encounter with 40 
German rocket scientists 

by R111 W. PdnJ,>n 

During WW n, I aerved with an Intdllgence 
and Reconn•f11ance (I&R) platoon, 25s"' Infantry 
Regiment, 63" Infantry Dlvlllion ID Fnince and 
Germany. 

In A11gust 1945, u the war ended, I WU 
tra:o.1!crrecl to the 29" Infantry Regiment stationed in 
Frankfurt. Germany. We were part of General 
Eilenhllll'er't Supreme Headquarters (SHAEF) at that 
time. 

On or abou.t October 11, 1945, I wu called into 
1• Sgt. Michael Mutrangelo'1 office. Be told lli I was 
to aceompany him and an Army medic on a highly 
clallified million called Openition Overcut. Be 1aid 
wewentotranaport-'OGermanDklnandthei.rr• mmea 
from the Frank111rt/Hanau area by trlill to Landlhut, 
Bavaria. He said they were to be llandled u dilplaced 
persons. 

On October 13, 1945, we loaded these so called 
DP'sinto twelve 40 it 8 boitcan •t Hanau, Germany and 
started our journey to Landnut, Bavaria. We 
encount:eNd many delays u a train carrying DP'• bad 
very low priority on the U.S. Anny operated railroad. 
My brief Journal show• we antved there late on the 14• 
day of October 1945. Upon our arrival, we turned them 
over to Military Government Offldals and started our 
JourneybacktoFrankfurt. 

I was totally conful!Cd •• to the identity of those 
lncUvlduala. Over tho nen 53 yearJ, I often thought 
about them aud wondered why the U.S. Army would 
single out 40 German men aud their families for special 
treatment when there were literally mllllou of DP's 
tryingtogethacktothclrhomesiDEnrope. 

!\like Mastrugelo and I have kept In touch 
with each other over th- many years. In a Chrlslmas 
card In 1998, Mlke sald, "I often thlok about our trip 
with Dr. von Bnum and the other ,dentists." I 
Immediately wrote to Mike and told b1m I didn't 
UJ1dentand what he WIit saying. He sent me a number 
of documents verifying that those 40 men were Indeed 
German tcie:ntists, who bad deaigned and built the VI 
aud the V2 rockeb that rained destruction on Eng]aud 
during the war. The,e iidentlstll came to the United 
Sta~ •• illegal immigrant, through Mexico and 
b.,,ame tbe nucleus for all our mluile and space 
uploratton at Fort BIiie, Tens. A total or 132 rocket 

1d11J1tlstaeventuallycamet0Amerka. 
The 1tory of Dr. Wernher von Braun and bla 

fellow acieutfdl goes bad; mauy yean prior to my 
encowter with them. Adolph filtler kept telliDg the 
Gumm people and his enem.iell that he wa1 developing 
secret weapons that would eventually win the war. 
Brfdsh intelligence personnel took those ihreats very 
1eriou1ly and tlln>ugll 1piet and aerial recoo1uuuance, 
discovered a facility called Peenelllonde. During 
August 1943, the British RAF bombed tlJJs facUlty and 
!on:ed the 1clentists oo move to mderground facilities 
In Southern Germany. In May 1945, they aurrendered 
tllemaelves oo U.S. troop1. The Russlana and other 
allied oationt were clamoring to capto.n these 
1dentltts and the oous of documents from the rocket 
development projects. Ibey much preferred going with 
the Americans, but many wen captured, by the 
Rusdaus, a.ad by other utlon1. 

When the Ru1aian1 lawcbed their Sputnik 
1ateWte in 1957, we in th.e U.S. realized just bow 
valuable Dr. vonBntllJl and bla usodates reallywei:-e In 
our apace program. Dr. von Braun wu a great 
vlalonary on space travel aod got our astronants to the 
moon before the Soviet Uulon. The Intercontinental 
Ballistic !\fissile (ICBM) be developed was 
lnttrumental tu defeating the Russians during the long 
"Cold War.'' 

Aa I look back on this experience, it is a bit 
frightening to think that the Army pla«d the 1afety 
and 11'ell being oftlle1e German sdentfm in the hands 
of three G.I.s and jeopardized the whole future o!the 
U.S. mJnlle and tpace programs. I am uot 1ure we 
could have protected them from former Nazi SS, 
Rusdans, or other nation, wbo desired their knowledge 
and document,, espedally when two of u, did not know 
how important they were to our cou11try'1 future. 

However, the gube of 1blpplng them to 
Landlhutas dillplaced penona obviously worked. I am 
very gntteful tllat I wu able to play a small part in 
protecting 40 of these original rocket scientfats prior to 
their comillg to the United Statet. 

------
Puhaps the best reason for hlll'ing 

C4lendan is tlutl the cycle itisdf offers hope. 
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A combat medics' escapes and escapades 
At the end of August and the beginning of 

September 1944, my fellow warriors and I completed 
our tchoolroom and book traiolDg. The warlike 
m•ueuven and ttvlng ln the field began: sleeping ln 
cold and wet ten1a, crawling through the mild to avoid 
1D.11chlne gwi fire over our head.a, enjoying meal• from 
trucks, and eating off'onr tin traya, I wu ldddlllg abont 
the enjoyment part because "war ia hcll," and the rest 
of the next twelve month, would prove ft to be true. 

With the completion of tbe field exerclse:s, I 
returned to camp to pack for two-weeu furlough at 
home. Captain Baker commended everyone for 
compldfog the tralnlng and posed witb m, and the 
Cadre for the company picture. I wut to note it here 
that these dJ:aftee, were from locatlom that had 
saturated the available yo1111g men to call np for 
service. One recruit wu blind in one eye; another bad 
one abort leg, and another wu tblrty-seveo yeal'J old, 
weighed 1Z5 pou.nds, plu1 bad seven children at bome, 
Some othen were older than I, being in their late 
twendet1 and early tb1rtla, but all of these persevered 
and were hoooroo for complelillg basic training, All 
recetved their ullgnments along with their farlongh 
papen. After tpendlng my time at home with my 
family, I headed for Centreville, Mis1is1ippi, to joill the 
63'" Dlvt•lon aa a medical replacement, God had 
answered my prayen bccallie now I won.Id not bave to 
carryaweaponofdeath, 

The 11ew adventure for me w• all thete train 
rides on my own. My lint was going home after basic 
training and then returning to duty at camp Van Dora, 
Mini11ippL As the train left Chicago, I found a seat 
next to a beautiful young woman by tbe name of Jean, 
who wu from Butler, Pennsylvania, and was seventeen 
yean old, but illy, I managed to get very friendly with 
Jean before we parted in Ju.boa, Mum•ippL I 
exchanged a few letters with her before I shtpped ont 
foroverseuduty,bntneverbeardfromheragain, 

The tnJn ,topped at McComb, Min111ippi, 
where I picked up a bu to complete my Journey to 
Camp Van Dorn la Centreville. My ungameat wu as 
an aJd man working with an ambulanee driver. For the 
am 1ix wecka, work con•iated of first aid trainillg and 
learning the anatomy, pins some overnight field trips 
where I wouJd sleep bl the ambulance If no one wu 
dleckiag, 

The recreation around fhia camp comi•ted of 
1torytell1ag, which Included bow ,everal soldlen died 
on bivouac when bitten by coral sllllkea that bad 
crawJed into tbeb' sleeping baga. 0th.er ttoriea dwelled 
on all of the deserten that numbered In the hundreds, 

including offlcen and even a ebaplala. Euly In 
November 1944, the6J"Div'11ioa packed and boarded a 
tralaforaPOElocatioaln upstate New York. 

The trip to tho POE,.., my fifth long train ride 
during the pall seven montha. The division left 
Minls1lppl and traveled through Alabama, then 
turned north to 'Iennenee and Kentllcky. At night, 
when the bunb were made up, rd lie there staring oat 
the window, grazing at the city Ugbts that paued before 
my eyee.AI usnal, tb.e troop train spent a lot oftimeo.n 
siding, to let b.igb priority trains get put our car. Attlds 
rate, tt took more tllan two daft to travel to Camp 
ShanksjunnorthofNewYorkCity, 

Camp Shank• wu a small camp on top of • 
medlam-slzed Appalachian peak overlooking the 
Bud1on River. The railroad followed the Hudson 
River's path right Into Penn Station In Manhattan, 
New York. Ollr acttvttles at camp were mlnbnal, Just 
enollgh to keep us busy 1111til the other troops and I 
would be beading for the New York Harbors. On 
Monday, November 13, 1944, when I wu ,opposed to 
be out IQ'OUDd camp keeping busy and fit, I weot back 
to mybarracblnstud. OneoftbeDlvblon offlcerawu 
Inspecting the barrack, and found me a1leep iD my 
bunl.Hemarchedmeo!Jtotbecommandant'sofficeto 
report my acttont. I wu ordered restricted to the 
immediate barracks area to haul :firewood and keep op 
tbettoveflreafortherestofstayatCampShanks, 

On Thunday, November 16, 1944, the omcer 
of the Day ordered me to cbeck with all penon.ael in our 
group to aee who would like to mw one wt trip into 
New York City. After checking with everyone, I wu 
returning the liJt to tbe company office wben I decided 
to add my name to the Hit. To my complete wrprue, 
being under clilcipliac, a pass for me wu available the 
next morning, 10 I took off for New York. Upoa arrival 
at Pean Station, I looked for dlrcctfont to the n-t 
Y.M.C.A. to reserve a bed for that algbt. My next ltop 
WU at the St. Nlcl1oluClub OD Well 43• Street, looking 
for tickets to Friday and Saturday 1bo'lfl or partiet. 
One of my ebolce.s wu the Victory Ceuter on West 42" 
Street and the U.S.O. dance late in the evening. On 
Saturday, I visited Rockefeller Ceater and the RCA 
building where I bad the opportwdty to get on a 
television transmiaion that appeared on trial 1V sett 
UOUDd the blllldlng. lbrougbout tbl1 entire 1V1!ekend, I 
don't remember when I ate or 1lept. Saturday night I 
bad a ticket for the Lincoln Sqnan, Center where the 
Dick Gates Orchedra started playing after 8:30 P,M. 
Myatay here luted jut over aahoarwllen some of the 
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other servicemen said lo lry lhe dance at Hnnler'1 
College. It wu being held al tbe Roosevelt Boue ID 
Upper Manhattan. This wu a beautiful old stone 
manoon that the Roosevelt Family loaned to the 
Collegeforthae1pecialocc1fion1a11ddance1. 

There were do.zea1 of young ladies, so beautiful 
thal the mere sight otlhem look my breath away! I wu 
introduced to one 1triJdogladywitbwhom I chatted for 
,ome time. But, true to form, I was too ti.mid to uk lrer 
for a dance. So Beth Myerson, wllo was Miu America 
m 1945, moved on to Wk with ,ome of the other 
senkemen. I once again, had a golden m<>ment get lost 
Into my put. Once qaln, my sbyaest arote, and 
another opportunity for a golden memory wn forever 
lost. 

Oil Smday, I returned lo Broadway visiting the 
different clabs and theaten. I checked oat the Jack 
Dempaey Bar and wenl ap to the top of the Empire 
State Building, then watdled tbe lkaters at Rockefeller 
Center ice rink. Late afternooa I caught the train back 
to Camp Shanks, and when I reached the gates, what a 
surprise! My squad leader and the platoon rergeant 
wen waiting for me, ud I wu quickly escorted to Che 
company headquarter,. Major Carbon and two other 
offieen were acro11 the table from me. They informed 
me that I wu being court-martlaled for desertion and 
asked me what I had to say on my bebaU: I es.plained 
that I bad a pa11 signed by tbe Major, glYillg me 
permu1lon to leave camp. They looked at me with 
qnlzzical. facet, and one officer stammered that I was 
told to stay in CAJDP and should bave honored the 
verbalorder,Myreplywuthatlllafewmontbs,lcould 
be killed, and I had decided to take my chances with one 
llltOlnglnNewYorkCity. 

The final outcome of my general court martial 
on November 19, 1944, was that I was a deterter, but I 
wollld retwn to my company and ship out whea they 
left 011 the following ,reek. Nothing was ever wd to me 
again about this day, and I do not even know If It wu 
Included ln my 1ervlre records. The following 
Thursday, November 23 .. , waa the one time ia our 
hiJtory that American, had two Thanksgiving dinners. 
The fint wa, for the Rep11blican1, and the aeeood was 
by the Roosevelt Democrats that l• still used to thls day, 
,rJlicb Is tlelaatThursday of November. 

Oil the following Thursday, I, along with the 
rut of the Divuioo, packed up and boarded the train 
ror New York Barbor. At the dock, I boarded the S.S. 
Tlromas H. Banu, which held the 253,. Regiment 
Headquarters Group. The balance of the regimental 
g,oupwas boarded on the S.S. Sea Robin, including the 

medical detadlment. The S.S. T/u,mM H. Barris wa, a 
converted prewar Caribbean cruise ship by the name 
of Orw that bad, among ill other Iuurics, a ,mall 
hospital section that Included two ,mall room, with 
fonr bllllk beds in each or them. The balance of the 
Divirionwuonothertroopsh!p1thatmadeupthetotal 
convoy. We sailed out Into the Atlantic the next 
morning where the eatire convoy u,embkd into 
formation and proceeded to head south the fint day. A 
large po111on of land Joven and l were seasick tlle 1irat 
couple days, b11t the bllllk bed held me fa1t and saved 
my stomach nntll I was able to maneuver out on deck. 
The convoy pused by Bermuda, then IWUDi eatt 
acron the middle Atlantic. Onrentire1tay 011 board the 
1blp wa, to hut fourteen days. Six days 0111 to 1ea, I bad 
my second Thanksgiving dinner Oil November 30, 1944. 
ltwu1ervedtomeo11alargedividedtraythatlcarried 
to a high bar Cable where we ltOOd to eat becaUJe there 
wasn't • chair or ltOol in aigh.t. Thank goodnc,s, I wu 
over the ielllicknea ud enjoyed every bite of turkey 
and trimming,, 

AB the convoy approached the Canary lalanda, 
our ship pulled away In a big circle followed by one or 
the destroyer e,corU. The S.S. 11,omasH. Bturie met ap 
with & mcn:bant ship for refueling that took several 
hOlU't to complete. I watched from the stern of tile ship 
with othen and quu.zed a aeama11 aboat being 
separated from theren of the convoy. I wa, told that a 
convoy only !ravels aboal nine knota an hour, and the 
S.S Tl,omas B. &um would catcb up easily, doiDg 28 
knots an hour. Thi, ,peed alto helped the 1blp to outrun 
anysub1thatmlglltcometntotbearea. Wecngbtupto 
the convoy just as we were palling the Straits of 
Gibraltar where the lights of the city ot Alglen were 
vt.lble to u,. The lut two days were tpent going 
through the Mediterranean Sea until we p111scd 
Conlca, then made a left tuni north, beaded to 
Marseille, France. We entered the harbor late 
afternoo11 on December 7, 1944, and waited until the 
nm morning to cll1embark. My walk down the 
gangplank wa1 with mixed emotion,, and the 
dreariness of the day did not help to calm the fear, of 
my tint step, on foreign sou. I carried my heavy dulfel 
bag to a waiting 1W1>-ancl-a-half ton truck that waa lo 
transport tile Division to a rural mountaintop north or 
the dty. It wa1 called the Delta Staging Area where we 
would wait until the entire Division had anembled 
beforemovlnguptotl&efrontline.. 

"War ii cruel and you cUJ1.ot refine it." 
(William Tecumseh Sherman, 1864) 
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While the world anxiously awaited the 
Norm.udy Iavulon and the liberation or Parb, almost 
UllDotlced, thc.A1Jic1 illvadcd wutbern France to Opell a 
thJrd Crout agablst the Wehrmacht. Cornered on time 
1ides,theGerman1begantocrumble. 

My fellow media and I aat om top of the atone 
mountain, doing nothing but attempting to keep busy, I 
had a week of cold and wet mileriet without a bnlldiag, 
a cave, or a tent to get comfortable in during the bleak 
daytime boon. At uJgbt l Cl'awled tnto two large 
cardboard boxe1 I found in the nearby railroad yard. It 
was cramped Inside the box, and I was unable to fnlly 
stretch out Inside my aleeplDg bag. or course, tldi wu 
better than attempting to erect a pap tent when the pegs 
would not pierce the rock on which I was resting. 

The time came on Friday, December 15, when 
the entire lS:3" Regiment WU loaded OD trucks and 
1ome very old 411:1.8 raflroad boxcars, deeignated 411:1.8 
bccawe they would hold clther 40 people or 8 hones. 
We were aqneezed into the bo:rcar till all fortY were 
aboard and our duffle baga stacked at each end of the 
boxcar. My nuseries contillaed to mount beillg ill these 
m.heated hos.can in mid-December with 110 sanitary 
facilitie., 10 I did without and made do with whatever. 
During daylight houri, stops were made to eat, 1tretch, 
and relleveounelvet.At night we bad to Ueonoar11dea 
and face each other to have enough room for an fortY to 
lie down to get some deep. Those In front oftbe lildhlg 
doon bad even more misery when a GI needed to 
nlieve himlelfby crawling on top of everyone and then 
have the spray blow back Into their face.11. A couple of 
hours into the 6nt night, I got off the Ooor and cllmboo 
011 top of the doflle bags and fouad the lumpy bags 
much betterfordeeptng. 

I spent two days and two nigbta on thla leg of my 
odyuey. The one good thing that I liked on thil ride,ru 
Joining a gronp to form a singing quartet. We spent 
many houra harmonizing at night for u 1011g u 
potslble to avoid going to sleep. 

On day three, December 17, the Regiment 
arrived at Camp Oberhoffea, France. Week.a before I 
arrived In Fruce, thb camp held a Germ.an garrbon, 
but now it was completely abandoned and unoccupied. 
The bunk bed that I was urigned still had the old straw 
mattress on lt, which I covered with my bedroll. We 
spent two nights at this camp, then we were moved to 
Roppenhelm, France, where the medlc1 stayed, and the 
balance of the Regiment 1et up camp at Munchausen 
and Neuhaeuael, Frauce. I wu at thil location for one 
week, uatlJ December 19. It waa on the Rhine River, 
and the German• occupied the eaataide of the river. On 

CbriJtmu night, I conld look across 1he river and make 
out the German campfire, aa well at hearth em ringing 
Chriltmaa caroll. I thought to myself, "What a crazy 
war."' 

On Chrutm• day, the Catholic cbaplaill came 
around to see if aay of us wanted to attend Christmas 
Mus. I said, .. Ye11, I would like that." And so did PFC 
Dekeverwho walked with me to the Catholic Churdl in 
town. The chAplain and his jeep driver; who doubled u 
altar boy, Dekever and I made up what mn,t have been 
one of the smalleri ,enicee attended in bitto,:y. 

On the 19• of December, the regiment motored 
back to Camp Obcrhoffen for a couple or daya to 
regn,up, and then 011 New Year's Eve, we moved to 
Oermlmgem, Frauce. I wu at this location for three 
day•, then on to Sarreguemlnes, France, located in 
AJsace-Lorraine bat further up the Sure River 
(region) which I learned many years laterwu the home 
of my family forefathen autil 1709 when they migrated 
to Limerick, I.relllnd. The war at this moment reemed to 
be in limbo with no action anywhere along thil front. 
The civilians were returning and the clty bad some 
semblance of normalcy with some stores and thopJ 
openingap. 

I found a photography shop QPen and had a 
po1ed photo of myself In wartime uniform taken for my 
nineteenth. birthday that Wat the following month. 
Unknown to me at this time was the fut that 
Sarreguemlnes '11'89 the Jamplng polDt Into Germany 
on our final push to tabdue the euemy. lbete past 
week& were the Jut tokem of tranquility I would have 
to relish until the end of the war In Europe. 

Of coarse, there were someiJolated momenta of 
excltemeat wlthln my squad. As medic,, we usually 
commandeered some large home to atay in and uae it u 
living qu•rten as well a, a field m.ed.ical offiu- Being 
the low mau on the totem pole, I wu assigned the 
fireplace daty, but never bclng a boy scout, I did not 
know h.ow to start fires. I loaded the1e mamve done 
fireplaces with paper and wood and poured on 
gasoline. I was lucky eaough to 1urvive two large 
explollo111 that1hook the eatb.'e mansion. Clearly, I was 
notleamingmyletaon. 

At 3 A.M; on February 16, 1945, the squad 
leader came Into our second floor sleeping area and 
informed as to get ont of our aleeping bags, for it wu 
time to push off. Tbi1 was where emotion, kick illto 
action•• acltement and fear da1bed within me, but u 
I learned in the coming months, it Is better when our 
lnltlnm are followed. I had to push fear to the aide at all 
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times In order not to paralyze myaelf or to look 
cowardly. Thl1 probably wu the norm for all the Gl'1 
oo 1h11 adHloo to free all people. 

I w111 1111lgned u the balance of one litter­
bearing sqoad aod one field medic to B Company of the 
2S3 .. for the day'• action. I w111 the very lalf pertou. In 
the rlngJe.lble procealou. croulng tlle Sam Rtver on a 
hastily constructed pou.toou. bridge. We felt Olll' way 
along In the darkness oo the German side of the river, 
scrambled up the embank.meat to oar destination, the 
railroad trackl. We by-passed Banweiler, Germllly, 
and walked the tracb farther Into enemy territory. I 
was cautioned to atep on eM:h tie ud not in between,•• 
that wu where the foot mine, were planted. The 
darlmeu at 4 A.M. wu bad enough. to alow DI down, 
but there wu also low-lying fog with which to cooteod. 
l\ly nearslgblednea WIii a real problem, and I was 
faWng beb.lnd the column. Now my fear wu really 
growing. I thought I might lose the entire company in 
front ofme ud be left In lhia foreign land by myaett. I 
struggled to move along falter by beading o~er with my 
face closer to the railroad lies, bop log for a qui.ck dawn 
light. One lioar Into the march, I noticed a spot with a 
rail tie mitsillg. I attempted to atep to the ouulde of the 
rall to avoid the hole In the rail bed. 

That wu a bad move! Thia I later learned w~ 
I regained coudousoess from my fall into a ,mall, dry 
riverbed below the traclls. Now I wa, really terrt11ed u 
I ,crambled up the bank to get back onto the tracb 
above me. I had lo1t my helmet, and I don't know what 
else. All I wanted oow wu to caldl ap to my fellow 
troops as soon as poalble. J raced across the rail ties lo a 
desperate mind set, not cariilg ifl stayed oo the ties or 
In between. If I did not catch up, I would be dead 
lllyway.After Ill hour or so l1potted thelatt man in the 
column, which happened to be trom tile litter-bearing 
squad. Be didn't even know I wu mlaatngl About 6 
A.M., a 1liver of light appeared oo the horizon, bat allo 
ao eerie fog still lay low over the tracks, giving ut IODle 
cover. Not for Jong, u gunfire soon erupted. The entire 
company dove down between the 1nlcks for some 
protection. 

With my belmrt gone, I gtabbed a 3(ka]lber 
ammoeanimrtoholdovermybead. Yetanotherdumb 
move on mypartastheammo eanl8terwas foll, an done 
dircct1botwouldhavetakenmyheadoff.Machilleg11D 
fire raked over as for a half boor or so unW a aqaad 
moved In from the flank and captnred the location. 

The infllltry company left the tracks and 
beaded In to form a large ckcle, cuttbtg off au the 
German troops back to the Sarre River. Within the 11Ut 

boar that morning. my litter 1quad wu given our ftnt 
call to pick up a woonded GI at the oew front Hne. De 
was llltcd outoour litter,.Andlgrabbed abaadleoo the 
back a, an four of us picked him ap to start the long 
trek back to the aid station. I was e:&haullted before one 
hour had gone by. Tbe four of u would nub for thirty 
or forty feet, then 1et the Utter down for a few minntes. 
We attempted to move along the same area that wu 
covered by tbe advancing troop,. Unfortunately, tbia 
wu 11.igh and open groand. The next thlog I knew, we 
were spotted by German mortar gunuen who bad us 
zeroed In with two quick •bots. Before the third roand 
landed, we were up and runalng again and the spot 
where we wen: rcatiog bocwme II big crater. I ran with 
tile reJt of the team till we all dropped 'll'itll exhautlon 
again. The German gunoen were rtlll on WI, and again 
two rounds landed even closer. Ia terror, we leaped ap 
again to clear the spot we were resting In before rownd 
three lalt. Tb.iJ continued for a.early a qnarter mile till 
we cleared tbe open IIJ'ea and got back into tile woods 
nearby. All of the ti.me that I wat carrying tblt 200· 
pound pJu Iowan farm boy, he was pleading with us to 
Jutsetblmdownanduveoanelves. Tbroa.ghaDofbla 
pain from bis wounds that wouldn't even let him walk, 
be could see the qoa.y and pain in our faces ar we 
rtnlggled to save blm. 

When we arrived at the railroad trackl, we 
were over balfway back to the footbridge where we 
would _. back Into Fran« and the waiting 
am balance for OIIT WOIIDded GI. I learaed later tbat it 
took us sh: boon to cover two-and-a-half miles to save 
our patient, a• d for thlJ I, along with tbe rest of the 
litter squad wu awarded the Bronze Star. A follow-ap 
note to tbla adventure occnrred when • second Infantry 
compaay coming up the tracll.s to support Company B 
found my helmet wltll the large Red Cros, painted oa. lt, 
picked It oat of the river: bed, and returned it to me 
when told of my loslog It thatmomlng. 

After the division gained a hold on the German 
tide or the river, our 2.53,. Reglme11t pushed to the 
Siegfried lille, and we busted through with little 
opposition. 

My next adventure wu la St. Iogbert, 
Germany, wbere we set np the next aid station. The 
foilowtn&momlngl walked to the ceoteroftbedtyand 
looked around at the dilJerent stores and home, that 
were still intact, but deserted. I entered one mce 
looking home oo the main street and went rrom empty 
room to empty room. In a back bedroom, there was a 
ebest of drawers all by laelf wbleb I did not look Into, 

• COHTINUED ON PAGE 24 



24--------------------------- May2009 

A combat medics' escapes • • • • CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23 

bllt did notice 10methlng on a shelf In the closet. There around me wu blown off at the top. I then stood 11p and 
were two albums, eadl containing one hundred pborot looked down at the g,ound where I was lying. Ia a near 
with a special kaleidoscope lens i.11 a 1.lidi.ng bolder. The perfect ouliille on the gronnd was a liJle of 1plintet"ed 
photos and lem were In pocket, made in the front and wooden spikes from two to Ave feet long, It looked like a 
back co,·en with one slot for the viewing lem. A story cJaaJJc oatline of a murder victim. I jmt could not believe 
explahrlngeadipbotowasin the middle of each alb IUD. that there were so many 1pllnter1 and not oae bit any of 

I picked ap both album, plu1 some photos that 111. 
were loo,e without any cover, put them under my arm Once agalJI we pklr.cd up our wouuded patient 

and carried him to oar jeep on a road behind the woodl. 
We Blrappecl bim on the hood and jumped into the jeep 
Corourricle back to the ald station. 

and hnded back to the aid station. I wu again 
reminded by the sergeant, tbat picking llP IOllVenlrs 
wu dangerous because of all the booby trap mines that 
Germans left behind. N of one hour later a wo11nded GI 
wa, brought In with both budt mls1lng. Be told Ut that 
be was looking for souvenin in toW11 when he went i.ato 
a like home that lffll laad a chest of drawen In the 
bedroom. When he went to open. one of the drawen, it 
blew up in bis face taking his hands oft I knew then that 
I bad a guardian angel, and I wu protected from this 
duuter. 

In the coroing weekl, the othe~ medics and J 
bad manyeaD1intothe noman'1 land ofthl1war.Some 
of our caJII were routine, but othen were the horron 
endured by many in the line of duty. The calls at night 
made my blood run cold almo,t every time. 011 one 
such nm, I bad to lie on the hood oftbe jwp, and with 
only the dim light of the sJlll over the headlamps, I was 
suppolled to look for land mines ia the road or land 
depreulons to avoid. If they had known how bad my 
eyesight wa,, lam ture theywoald haveebose.n another 
forthujob. 

Tbe next real challenge for my guardian angel 
occurred on a call where the wounded GI wat In a 
loihole some ten yardl into no man's land. Acroa1 the 
on&-qnarter mile field, lay more woods filled with 
German troop, ud tallkl. Tbe other three medics In 
my litte.r sqnad and I crawled out to the foxhole on our 
rtomachJ, dragging tbe Jitter belalnd u. When we 
attempted to lift the woWlded GI out of the fomolc, he 
letoutoneheDof ascnam. Wequ.lcldypulledon him to 
get the GI out and ,et him on a litter jnst as fut u 
pow"llle, then atarted running for the protection of the 
woods belaind n1. Bis tcrnm had been heard across the 
meadow, and the Germana opened fire from tbef.r 
taab. We all dove for the groand in front of u1, leav"mg 
the poor wounded GI 011 (be litter ne:rt to us. I wu so 
rnre that thll wu my llnal hour that I took a small 
prayer book from my pocket and proceeded to reed it, 
although my face was only Inches from the ground. 
After what seemed like hours, but waa probably no 
more thu fifteen or twenty minutes, the barnge 
ended. When I looked 11p, the entire rorat or trees 

Theluttwo weebofMareb 1945 were spent In 
a fut-paced chare of the retreating Germans. I had 
minimal work in the field on my ride to th.e .Rllin.e River. 
Early one morning, the aid station recdved a call to pick 
up another wounded GI in the area inacceslible to our 
jeep. The litter team did get a ride to the trail close to a 
high ridge from whldl we started to walk. The fonrof na 
climbed thh alightly wooded ridge up abont twenty to 
thirty feet blgh and slid down the other side to a ~ 
open meadow. We all spread out to look for signs of 
where the forward troops were as we marched acrou 
thlJ meadow. We galned the woods on the other side and 
continued ou for uother tllirty mblutee or M> before 
coming across the forward position of our 253rd 
Reglment. They directed us tn our patient, and we 
proceeded to load him on our litter. After a few minutes 
rest, we picked up the GI ud started back through the 
woods and the meadow beyond. The fonr of u1 agalD 
straggled with the long haul and the heavy load. We 
stopped often to rest and catch our breaths. 

Al we exited the woodt, what we saw In front of ne 
really shook 111 up. The company engineen had come 
up behind u,, cleartng the area for wd mlae1. The 
entire meadow wu cria.scroelled witb white tape 
showing where each land mine wu located. We 
e:splalned that J111t hours btfoN that we had come that 
way on oar million or mercy. We were told that might 
be 10, but we woald have to go around the meadow 
through the wbite taped corridor the engiaeert had 
staked out. To this day, I am nnable to undentand how 
we clld not aet off one of the land mines. We safely made 
the ridge and started our climb. Halfway up, I M>mehow 
twisted my ankle and dropped to my bees. I struggled 
to keep the Utter level and the patient on It. The other 
team memben lowered their corn en qnickly to keep all 
of us from rolling back down to the bottom of the ridge. 
After a few minutes rest, I was able to step on the foot, 
although dill In some pain. We practlcaDy slid the Htttt 
down the far lide of the ridge to the waiting Jeep that 
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RAMADA INN -AUGUST 12 - 15, 2009 

------------------------------------- CUT HERE AND MAIL TO: 

Ramada Inn 
800 Morrissey Blvd 
Boston, MA 02122 

Attn: 63rd Division Association -Group Code INDI 

Name. ______________________________ _ 

Address ------------------------------
TelcphoneNo.( ) ___________ Sharingroomwilh __________ _ 

AnivalDate _________ Timc ______ AM/PM:DepDate ______ _ 

SPECIALREQUESTS: Wheelcbairaccessibleroom ____ Noosmoking ____ _ 

QocenBed ____ Twodoublcbeds _____ (Bedtypeootguar:anteed) 

RATE: $129.00+tax (currently 12.45%). Rate honored two~ beforeaodaftcrmmioo dates, based on availability. 

CUT OFF DATE: .July 13, 2009. ~ervalions received after this dare will be processed on space available basis, at 
the prevailing public rate. 

GUARANTEE:R.cscrvationsmustbeguaranteedbycrcditcardforfimnightlodglng(nopcnonalchccksacccptcd) 

____ .MC ____ Visa ____ AMEll]lreSS ____ .Discover 

CreditCardNumber ________________ Expiraliondate: ______ _ 

CANCELLATION POLICY: Dcpositreftmdablcifreservation caDCclled twenty hours before amval date. 

SIGNATURE (same as CJeditcardholder) 
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RICHARD R.KRETSCHMER 

Dick Kretschmer was born in Chicago and 
lived in the vicinity of the St. Valentine's Day massacre 
during the depression and prohibition. Bad ankles 
forced b.im to give up bis dream of being a professional 
baseball player. Be enlisted io the Regular Army for 

twenty-one dollan a month. 
Following bis enlistment 

period, be continued to serve in 
the US Army National Guard 
until be retired as a Cblef 
Warrant officer In March of 
1982. He also worked 43 yean 
for San Diego Gu & Electric u 
anEmereencyCrew Dispatcher. 
He and his wife. Juanita, were 

married 65 years. They first met 
at the Palace skating rink in San Diego. They are the 
parents of Barbara Ann Brown and Georgiana Birch; 
two grandchildren, Todd Brown and his wife Lynne 
and Melisa Dnscbane and her husband Jeff; fourgreat­
grandchildren, Nathan and Lauren Brown and 
Gabriel and CarlyUe Duschane. Other survi,·ors 
Include son-Ill-Jaw Martlll Haase and son-In-law Greg 
Birch; one sister Georgie Henry and one sister-in-Jaw, 
Marge Kretschmer. 

EDGAR TORRENCE 
Edgar Torrence died December 3, 2008 from 

cancer related causes. He died in Eugene, Oregon after 
he and l\fary moved back from Black Mountain, N.C. 
to be near their daughter. 

He was 98 years old, active and in good health 
until bis cancer moved Into the advanced stage. 

He was a member of the 254• regiment at Camp 
Van Dorn but did not go overseas into combat with the 
regiment. Be remained in the Army Reserve for twenty 
years,retiriogas a Lt. Col. 

BJs career was with the YMCA for 42 years, 
part of bis job was with Work Services in several 
countries- Turkey, Egypt, Tangier and Sri Lanka. 

Survivors include his wife, Mary, three 
children and four grandchildren. 

ROBERTH. KELSEN 
Bob died September 14, 2008 after suffering 

with bad health ror several years. Be Is survived by his 
wife. Gloria. 

Be served with the C 255 as a replacement and 
saw front line action during that time. He was not able 
to attend many of the reuniou due to bis health, but 
was very proud to be a part of the Blood and Fire group, 
and always enjoyed receiving the magazine. 

mVING "FRED" KOFFMAN 
Fred died January S, 2009. He ls survived by his 

wife. Sophie; two daughters, Susan K. Rubin and 
husband, Carl and Judy Goldberg and husband, Mark, 
four grandchildren, Nicole and Allison Rubin and 
Adam and Samantha Goldberg. 

ALF CRUTCHFIELD 
Alf Crutehfleld, Weapons Platoon, Company I 

254 Regiment died at his home in Claremore, 
Oklahoma on Sunday April 26, 2009. Surviving 
memben ofl Company will remember "Crutch" as a 
memorable character. He attended at least one of the 
Company I reunions conducted by Charley Jenlclns 
and held at Fnmklin, North Carolina, tbe home oftbe 
Captain Coss, the company commander. 

A TRIBUTE TO LOUIS WARMOTH 
The late Louis Warmoth was the honored guest 

at a special program sponsored by the American 
Legl.on Post 15 in June 2008. He was recognized as a 
Leader Among Scouts, after volunteering over80 years 
to the Scouting program. 

Lou was twelve years old when he joined Boy 
Scouting in 1927.At that time, the scouts concentrated 
mostly on camping and tying knots. Since he joined the 
scouting program, there was not a time when he was 
not engaged in scouting activities. 

Be bad served as assistant troop leader, a troop 
leader, a Cub Master, a leader, and a trainer. During his 
scouting years, be trained "worlds and worlds" of 
people to do Scouting and enjoyed every minute ofit. 

Arter moving to Sumter where he worked for 
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Warmoth tribute • • • 
Carolina Coca-Cola Bottling Company for 4S years, 
he was asked to be the assistant Cub Master and it was 
not long before he became the Cub Master. Lou had a 
Cub Scout Pack at the Trinity United Methodist 
Church in Sumter for 17 years. 

In 1969, Coca-Cola transferred Lou back to 
Chester to operate the York and Chester plants, and he 
organized two packs there, one being the first 

• CONTINUED FROM PAGE 26 

integrated pack in the area, and worked with the Cub 
Scouts in Chester for the next 15 years. 

While he never attained the rank of Eagle 
Scout, be did receive the Silver Beaver, the God and 
Country Award, the Palmetto Award, the Outstanding 
Commissioner Award, the Spark Plug Award, the 
Trainer's Key, the Trainer's Award, and is in the Henry 
Shelor District Scouting Hall of Fame. 

Smitty's Fox Company reunion 
members meet in Baton Rouge 

Submjffed by Herman Fabiani, Fox Co. 253 Reg. 

Once again success bas prevaUed for the Hot 
Shots of Smitty's Fox Company 253 Regiment, by 
having such a fine camaraderie reunion. The 39"' mini 
reunion was held at the Ramada Inn Motel In Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana Monday, March lS to Saturday, 
March 21, 2009. 

Smitty's Fox Company, 253 Hot Shots started 
to arrive Monday, March 16 and the rest came in on the 
following day, Tuesday, March 17. 

On Wednesday morning the group was given a 
very Informative tour of Louisiana's capital building 
located in Baton Rouge. The tour guide was Elsie 
Holmes, who has been a tour guide for 26 years. She 
was also one of the faithful attendees at the U.S.O. 

dances held back in the Camp Van Dorn days. Thank 
you, Elsie. 

After the tour the group met at 
Druslllas Seafood Restaurant to indulge In 
oysters on the half shell or whatever the 
pallet desired. This was compliments of Joe 
Aguz.zi. Thankyou,Joe. 

A 25-passcngcr bus, and driver, was 
donated by Doug Traylor's son-in-law, Bruce 
Chittom, owner of a Limousine service. Our 
hats off to Bruce for his generosity. The 
driver shuttled 25 Hot Shots to Centreville, 
Mississippi where the Camp Van Dorn WW 
II Museum is located. We visited the museum 
and then went to the church hall to have our 

annual dinner with about 100 Centreville town folks. 
After dinner a Hot Shot courier, appointed by 

our leader Dr. Mack Castleberry, banded Vicki 
Nattervllle, Director of the Museum, a check for 
$1,000.00 as a token of appreciation for their fine 
southern hospitality. Compliments of Smitty's Hot 
Shots,. Mayor Olson also was given a certificate of our 
appreciation. 

Vicki Natterville, Director of the Museum and 
Emma Zell, volunteer worker, were made Honorary 
Members of Smitty's Hot Shots. They also each 
received a personalized clock with a plaque indicating 
so. We were then shuttled back to our Hospitality room. 

Thursday morning. The ladies did what they 
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know best (SHOP) and In the evening we had our banquet at Ruffino's Restaurant where we held a candle 
memorial for four of 
our departed 
comrades. The 
Invocation, written 
by Dr. Jerry Gilden, 
was read by Phyllis 
Bennett, doe to the 
illness and absence 
of Dr. Gilden. 
Twenty-eight 
members attended 
thedlnner. 

Friday 
morning we had a 
meeting to see where 

\ 

we wanted to have our2010 Mini Reunion. After moch discussion, it was voted to hold It In Branson, Missouri. At 
noon a lovely luncheon held In the Bospltallty Room, was hosted by Margaret Agu.zzl and Karen Fabiani. 
Following lunch. many of the Bot Shots sald their good-byes and departed for home. 

-

Sonday morning 
the rest of the 
group bid each 
other good-bye 
until next year, 
where the reunion 
will be held In 
Branson f rom 
March 22 to March 
27,2010. 

Branson Is a 
good, clean ==---~...._ ___________________ .:llj• Christian and 
patriotic fun town. 

All 63,. Hot Shots and friends are welcome to attend. Information can be obtained by calling Dr. Mack 
Castleberry at903-893-0937 or HermanFabianlat352-637-2290. 

Need to replace your DD 214? 
A website has been established to provide veterans 

Information on how to replace lost, destroyed, or never­
Issued DD 214's. 

The website is: 
www.members.aoLcom/forvets/dd214.htm. 

-Notice-
Please support the reunion committee by sending 
an ad for the Souvenir Book. There ls an Ad Book 
Reservation Form in this issue of the Blood and 
Fire for you to use and the address of Donna 
Lacosse. 

DEADLINE FOR 
THE 

NOVE ........ ER 2009 
ISSUE OF THE 

BLOOD £:JI....L D FIRE 
IS ON OR BEFORE 

OTOBER 1, 2009 
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John Elmovies and Carl B1"8$S on climbing ropes 

between barracks (1943) 2nd BN, 254 
Communications Platoon. 
-submitted by Carl Brass, 2ndBN-254 Communications 
Platoon 

2nd BN - 254 - Communications Platoon - starting 
with DclbeUo and coding witb Brass. Otber names are 
not known. 
- submitted by Carl Brass. 

Front row, L to R: Abboti, Grandi, Herring, Eddy 
and Kammermeier. 

Back row is Kero and Brass, 2nd BN, 254, 
Communications Platoon. 

-sub milted by Carl Brass. 

Left to right: Bob Nielsen, Ohio; Carl Brass, 
Pittsburgh and Roy Lermond, Mass. 

Picture, submitted by Carl Brass, was taken the 
day they attacked and broke the German Siegfried 
Lille. These three bad just liberated a tailor shop ill 
Escbrlnger, Germany,March 19, 1945. 

2nd BN - 254 Communications Platoon - Sgt. John 
Kramer, is In the front row, far right. - Submitted by 
Car/Brass. 
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BLOOD AND FIRE PHOTO GALLERY 

Lewis Disbrow, left, and David Montgomery, tour the 
500 Museum in Indianapolis, August 2008. - picture 
submitted by Lewis Disbrow Back row: Bill Byrnes, Barry Jacobson and Mike 

Jugan. 
Front row: Stanley Rusinekand Lewis Disbrow. 
- Picture submitted by Lewis Disbrow. 

Indianapolis Reunion 
Memories 

Left to right: Stanley Rusinek, Mike Jugan and Lewis 
Disbrow "laughing it up" during the Indianapolis 
reunion. -picture submitted by Lewis Disbrow 

A thorn between two rose$? Or, a rose between two 
thorns? Neitber,just a happy threesome. 

Jane and Mike Jugan and Peggy von Pentz enjoy 
each other during the Indianapolis reunion. - picture 
submitted by Lewis Disbrow 



May2009 -------------------------- 31 
A combat medics' escapes • • • • COHTlNL/20 FROM PAGE 2' 

drove DI •afdy back to the aid station. I was able to n:11 
my ankle for a coaple or daya before our nn:t move to 
thefroirtliaes. 

The couatryside In this area WU bllly and bad 
1ome small mouatalnous location, that we had to 
march through. In one such small villAge, • row of 
boaMS w .. next to the road on each aide and a second 
row of hou~ higher up the hillJide. All we ncarcd the 
halfway pohlt through the village, gunfire came at us 
from the second row ofho111ee on the left side. I dove to 
a deep gutter on my left to 1eek cover while the troops at 
the front of the column fflllng quicllJy to the left aide. 
They circled to the rear or the ho11ses to Bush ollt the 
Germans who wen, still raking 111 with gullfire and a 
few German grenades, called potato mashen. One of 
the grenade, rolled to the edge of the lldewalk near my 
head and exploded. The 1hrapnel bounced olf my 
helmet, leaving a rtngmg In my ears for aeveral hours. 
Soo11webadtbeallclearandco11tl.auedourmarc:h. 

We arrived at Heidelberg, Germany on April t, 
1945, Euter SuJlday. Before entering the dty, all the 
troops were informed that there would be 110 lhooti:ng 
In the dty. That WU 811 agttement reached OD both 
sides that Hddelberg had been lkllgnated u an open 
city. We karned that the city bad a medical coDcgc and 
many of the studentl were German 1oldlen In wdform 
as well u worken at the IChooL I spent the day lookillg 
over the city ID oar immediate area. The 1treet1 had 
many clvlllan1 out shopping, and they stared at us, and 
we atared right back at them. Tb.ii wu really an 
awkward 1ltuatlon for me, aad I thought to myself, 
"War lt hell, b11t 1h11 la really crazy." TblJ break gave 
me a chance to clean up and get my suppl.iet ready for 
the next day', puh further Into Germ.any. The next 
morning u we plllled out orBeldelberg, I noticed some 
of the jecpt and thne-quartcr ton trucb with their 
tnlien were weaving and movillg erralically. Later 
that day information filtered down to 111 that some or 
our troops had raided 1everal w!Deriea and replaced 
the trailer 111pplle1 wllJI thdr hoard of~otten bmn. 
The drunken drivers 1111d m1111y otben, illcludlog 
1everal officers and noncoms, wen, basted to a lower 
rank and chaJtlJedforlhelracttom. 

For the nut two weeks, our medical groap 
spent our time following the fut-movlDg compllllles, 
Jast cllulllg the Germans with very fe1¥ cuualtlea. Tbe 
weather wu improviDg every day, making the lighting 
easier for us. Early on Monday morning, April 16, Sgt. 
Archer Informed u that we had to leave right after 
breakfast to find Company B to pick up a wounded GI. 
The Utter leant IDO'VCd Into the Jeep aronnd 9 A.M., and 

to my surprise, the sergeant and 1• Lt. Jordan Joined 
u1. W-Jth tile driver, Corporal Phllllps, this made ,even 
of 01 crowded iDto the jeep. The area wu heavily 
roresttld and mountalnoua, and I hoped the driver 
knew where he wa1 going because I wu completely lolt 
In th.t. foreign counlrytlde. We were movlDg qnlckly 
along a narrow blacktx)pped road tbrongh tile woods 
when we came upon a large home that was several 
hundred feet off to our right side. The driver for some 
rea,on pulled to a qnick 1top. The reuon, it turned oat 
to be, wu the sight of four or live German soldiers 
wasb.lng up la a wateri.ag trough near the ho11se. They 
were half dressed and as IOOll as they l}lotted u, they 
all dulled In.to the hoase. Our short-llved convenation 
wu that tile medics were about to take 1ome more 
Gcnnan prisonen. To our 1arprile, tile German 
aoldlen came rulllllng out of the house foUowed by the 
reatoftlldrarmyaquad. 

They were all carrying automatic wcapou and 
were blaatlng away at 111. In unison 1t-e all leaped from 
the jeep to the ditcll on our ldl aide. ~llracalomly, no 
ooe wu bit, but Sergeant Ardler did get 1kioaed u one 
bllllet p111ed between bis leg, and another between bis 
nose and the glaues hewu wearing. When the barrage 
ended, the jeep was almost cut ill half from the hail of 
!Ire. The Gtnoan, called out to 11, to sun-ender, so I pat 
my banda on my bead and marched out or the ditch 
wltll the other •Ix medks. 

The 'll'llr was winding down, and I collld think 
of no reuoa {or the Germans to keep us alive. I doa' t 
kDow what the other, were thinking, but I wu so 
terrified that it'• a wonder I didn't have a stroke, due to 
my high blood pressure. In a short time, the German 
soldlen had gathered their things and readied ns to 
march farther to the rear, but before we left, they bad 
CpL Plilllip• pull th.t. Jeep llllder the trees to bide II 
from aerial vll!'II'. We entered 1h11 amall village of 
~licbelbacb, aad the German aoldicn led u1 to a home 
that was their Company Beadqaarten. We wen, 
placed along a fence and were told to sit d.own. One by 
one they took us In lo be ln.terrogated. When the guards 
were not looking, I took some letten and other penonal 
itcma I had on me and buried them ill the dirt behind 
me. I did aot want to give any helpfal military 
hl.fonnat!on to the Germana. When my turn came, the 
guards marched me lnto a back room in the house and 
sat me on a kitchen chair. The German who did the 
lnterrogatlnc spoke lntdllglble Engtlah. De was qolck 
to point oat who I wu and with what divilloa and 
company I served. I thonght to myself, "I Just got rid of 
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some very preclolls letters, 1111d I don't remember what 
e1ae I burled." 

The interrogator conti11.ncd to 1eek 
lnfonnatlon from me, but I said I wu jnst a field medic 
1111d bad 110 access to military Information. I would 
continue to also give jut my l1llllle, ra.nk, and aerial 
number u we were all ln1tructed to do. At one point, 
the interrogator blurted out that the war -.-.. going 
badly for them and that they were losing a Jot of good 
toldlen. Without tlllnJdng, I replied, "Good," and for 
that the guard behind me gave a slug to the 1idc of my 
bead with a rifle butt. It stung for a momtnt, a.nd then I 
wa, pulled up and marched out or the house. The 
guards again stood all of 111 llp and started a second 
march back to what might have been their Dlvltlon 
Headqu.arters. Again all of us had to be re­
interrogated. This went jut u quickly, and soon we 
were on the march again. 

On thit leg of our march, we encountered a 
couple of P47'1 returning from a raid. At they dove 
down toward our column, everyone made a leap for 
cover to the side of the road. Fortunately for us, they 
appeared to be Ollt of ammunition, for the P47's then 
flew right back Into the Illy and kept on gotng. 

When darwsw arrived, we were led illto a 
barn and waited there for some time. The doors of the 
barn opened, and guards with Jaaterns came in with an 
officer who proceeded to read off names. The lint 
name called wu for 1• Lleutenlllt Jordan. Hewu led 
to the door behind the officer. The nm name calJed got 
no respoue because It ,vu not undentood. Again the 
name was calltd, and again 110 responee, •o one oftbe 
guards came over, grabbed me by the arm and shonted 
at me for 11ot understanding my own ume. Whatever 
he wa1 saying ill German j 111t did not sound like Shier 
to me. Lt. Jordan and I were taken away for further 
lnterrogatlona back to their Corpe and Army 
Headqurtera. I do•'t know where I slept that night, 
an.d I never heard what happeued to the med.let we left 
behlnd. (Ibey were all released at the war's end.) I later 
leamed that as a courtesy to all officers, an enlisted 
person was uslgned as an aid. On the following 
morning, Lt. Jordan, and I, were csc,orted to Army 
Headquarters by a German 10ldlerdrlving a Mercedes 
convertible. We were led Into a back room of this 
farmhouse that served u an office. A German general 
in a tatteral gray uniform proceeded to uk questions 
of LL Jordan through an Interpreter. It tuna out that 
the general was the ddef medical officer of this Corps 
area and only wanted to discuss the latest medical 
information. After this latett questioning, we were 

never bothered by any Germans seeking military 
Information. The comment I heard ,va1, "They are only 
medlca. What do they know?" 

That evening we were marched to a farmhoue 
leading out of town. Thlt was where we met up with a 
small company of German soldiers that escorted 
prbouer, back to the Prisoner of War camps. Lt. 
Jordan and I joined five other POW'• already traveling 
with about twenty-five Webrmacbt sold.Imo in th.ls 
small company. The other POW'• were a captain and 
lte1ttensnt from the Royal Air Force, two nonaim 
airmen from the 8" Air Fon,e, and one other GI from 
the 'f" Anny who had escaped from a POW camp and 
bad been ncaptured. 

The next two weekl were spent marching to the 
rear at night to avoid strafing by U.S. Anny planes. Our 
dayllpt boors wercspentln barns or any farm that Wa& 

along our path of retreat. This wu ,vhen I would try to 
cJeanllp and get some sleep. I ~-eled at how these old 
soldler1 of the Webrmacbt could keep up the nlgb.tly 
march and the little rest they received. My •man:ment 
of theae men wu that becanse they were 10 old, they 
were kept from the front ltnes. All of thm ,vere In tbelr 
early to late 4011. Some oftbem did not even bother to 
carry weapo111, and othen had rifle, with broken boltll 
and stocks. All their food and other 11tppUes were 
carried on a hone drawn flatbed carriage from World 
WarL 

When we marched at night, the German 
soldiers would take turns getting onto the c:arrlage for a 
rNt beuute once the troop• got started at night, there 
wu no stopping uatll morning daylight. On one such 
nlpt, I had the need to relieve myself and finally 
convinced the one Engltsb-epeaklng guard to let me 
drop out of the column and urinate dowa the aide of the 
mountain we were on. At bad u I bad to go, I wu still 
too 1low for the guard left behind to watch me. The 
guard wu losing light of the colunn in the darknes,, 
and he, like me, was afrafd to be left behind. So be 
poked me with bis rifle butt, and said, "March or ebe." 
Well,) W81111t flni.shed but wet pants were bettei:tbana 
bullettotbehe11d. 

Some nights it Wll 10 dark I was afraid to take 
one step In front of me, and. on other nights then might 
be. a full moon that lit up the valleys below or the 
mountain peaks on which I walked. Tbe area I wu in 
and the conditions around me would not even let me 
consider a posrible escape. To help ease the telllion of 
thfl!le nights, I started sinpng u I was being marched 
back, and for tome unknown reason, the guards never 
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told me to stop. My fellow prisoners and some or the 
German guards did commeat oa my singing, saying J 
waa flat or a miserable monotone, but aever directed 
me to atop. One l!Velling I wu croaillg over a large 
stone bridge that wat Btlil Intact, and I uked the 
English speaking guard .if he knew the aame of the 
large river, and I wu told it wa, the Danube. 

One evening after that cronlng, we bad to pae1 
through a city that was ,till active with a large 
population. The officers found a "breu haul" open and 
got the okay for the guards and priaonen to go in for a 
drink. Not m·eryone went In, but I did, and the tint 
thing I was uked wu If I was a "fileger" (air force 
member). I qui~ uid, "Nein" beeame we bad beard 
that at one lime or another if tile dri.lian, got to a 
downed air force penon fint, be might be killed on 
sight. The second question for me wu did I have any 
money to pay for a drink. I dug Into my pocket and 
pulled out aomc army markll issued to me, and to my 
surprise, the waitrH1 accepted them. "War Is 
hell" ••• and also very atraage. 

During the dayliglll houn, the Gttmans 
continued to hide out In various barns they 
commandeered from local rarmen. Since therewere,ao 
few of us, the German, fed u, whatever they were 
baving.Tblswuonemealadayofawateey'potatotoup 
with aome kind of greeaJ in it with a pork bone to give it 
a little flavor. They picked up loaves of black bread u 
we m.arclted along, bat I never saw from where. Each of 
us received a quarter loaf each day and thb I would 
munch on u the day wellt 011. One day the Germans 
found a 1tath of Swill chocolates and Sclmappt. 1 
received one piece of the chocolate. but they kept the 
drlnksCorthem1elve1. 

One of the hard1hlp1 the other pruonert and I 
had to endure .,. .• , the cool spring temperature, and 
bow to keep warm. One of the things to which we 
re1orted was sleeping near or on the manarepilealn the 
barns. Thlla, In the aftemoon when it warmed up a bit, 
the others and I would strip down to oar wabts, aJr oat 
Ollr dothea and check for tiw. We had foimd them on 
our bodies several times in the past. 

On. the fll'lt Sanday after my capture, I sighted 
a church near where we bad stopped for the day. I 
asked if It WU a Catholic church and WU told that It 
wa,. Solcontlnaedto lnqulrelfltwoald bepomble for 
me to attend a service there. The shocked respome wu 
they did not want to have the -my sitting ne1t to them 
in "their" church. Thil was strange and upsetting reply 
to me, but in retrospect I think I would feel the 1ame. 
The nnt week paued quickly, and tbe pace for 

German gnanls wu more Intense. This was due to the 
speedy advancement of allled troops deeper Into 
Germany. Now they feand capture tbemaelvet. I heard 
that teVeral time, la tbe put couple of days the 
Wehrmadlt officer who bad charge of us waa In coatKt 
with tome German SS toldlen. They inmted that all 
seven POW'• be tamed over to them forelCecadon. Oar 
officer guard wasjast u insiatutthat all of the POW'• 
were his responsibility, and be wu not giving them ap 
to anyone e:i:cept the Camp Commandant. I later 
learned that the real reason we were kept from the SS 
Nazi Speelal Police 1oldlers wa1 the officer guard 
wanted some security. All of as would be used as 
hostages to bargain with when we ru illto the Allied 
troops. 

OnMonday,April30, 19•5, the otberpritonen 
and I were told that this was the end of the nw. Our 
German guards learned the Russian troops were a 
1hort distance to the eut or our location and were 
making arrangements to 111rreader. Lt. Jordan and the 
Brltlth offlcen 1ald they would accept the surrender of 
the Germana. But the Gttman officer wanted more 
1ecurltyforhiammandhlm1el£. 

After 1ome dlscudlon, lt was agreed that a 
Polish POW that wu working lhil farm would go oat 
and make contact with the closet! Allied troops. This 
tamed oat to bethA?Tbird Division of the U.S • ..,.. Army. 
They arrived thenen morulng,. Tuesday,May J, 1945, 
to complete the 111rrender of our German guards to 
mywelf and the other POW'a. I know that the Germans 
would aotllUJffllder to the seven POW'• mtll the other 
Americans arrived to back us up, but the fear of being a 
Russian prisoner made the 1arrender a reality. I 
consider lhlll moment the crailest of the war In which I 
served. With great relief the troop• of tbe Third 
Division took the German• ntr our hands and marched 
them away. They alao provided us with a two-and-a­
balf ton army track to transportu• back to the nearut 
camp for repatriated prilonen. That Hlllp -• at 
Maaahdm, Germany. It would take us all day to drive 
the more than 100 mila from the amall village of 
Blberg, Germany, where I waa repatriated baek to the 
camp. Thia waa a boat thirty Dlile8 southeast of Munich 
that we drove through until we came to Dachau, the 
death camp northwest of MunJcb. The driver of the 
transport truck asked if it would be okay to atop there 
forafewmiaul:e!I. TbeDtthancampwujnstliberated 
the day before. 

The driver ttopped and parked on the street 
right In front of the main gate to the camp. Everyone 

• COIITINLIED ON PAGE 34 
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A combat medics' escapes • • • -CONTINUED FROM PAGE 33 

jumped out of the Cruck and 11111 into the camp. I was 
still too terrified by the war and my recent experiences 
to do as they were doing. The war luld not ended as yet, 
ud I wa1 alway, afraid of another detperate 
coQllterattack by the Germans. When my co111plllions 
did not come right out of the camp,lgot out myself and 
""•lked over near the gate. I looked down the iron fence 
to my left and saw arms banglni throngb, bnl barely 
moving. I moved over for a cloaer look and was 
horrified to ,ee that these skeletom were alive, but 
hardly able to move. My heart began to ache, and tean 
started to well in my eyes. To tllil day, I ,ee the •nnlren 
eyes in their meatte11 1knHs and wonder, "How could 
one human do thl• to another." The sight was so 
honifyhg to me that I tnrned right aro11Dd ud got 
back into the truck. There are some thing~ from tbiJ 
war experience that no hwnan should ever forget. 

After an hour or less, eveeyoue left the Dachau 
camp and returned to the per1011Del tnlck. We 
contillued our journey back to the Ex-POW camp at 
l\Jannheim. The fird order of b111ineA was to drip 
bat'Hlaked in a large tent where we were cleaned up, 
deloused, and issued an 11ew clothing. Everything that 
we were wearing wu taken smd bllJ"lled. I wu allowed 
to keep my dog tacs. Red Cl'Ofs armband, plasdc 
(Ovcred ID card and my bandage shears. I also kept my 
pnyerbookud medical folder. 

When we had completed drellillg, we were 
escorted to an old German barracks, where I took the 
first bunk, stored my belongings and beaded for the 
mesa halL The food wu great even though I don't 
recall wbt it wa1. The nn::t day, May l, the other new 
anivalJ and I bad cbeckupt foJ" our general health and 
a visit to the dentilL From tllil day forward, my time 
wu spent In the camp waiting for transportation 
assign men tr. Tbe war wu ,till on officially, so I stayed 
close to camp. 

Five days later 011 M•y 7, the camp was notified 
that the Germ.alls had 1IIJ'l'el1dered and the signing 
would be the nm day.All those in camp had their own 
little way of celebradng, but mO<tl oflt wu just a lot of 
hollering and whooping it up. The light1 came on in the 
cities and lit np the streets, and eiviliau appeared 
everywhere. 

It was the second week at camp. and I bad 
another brush with death. I wu carrying one of the 
1oovenlr <knnan plJtola I had acquired from my 
former guards after my liberation. I took it out of my 
poclcet in the me11, hall to show a new replAcement. 
When I let this gree11 kid hold the pistol, he pulled the 
trigger. A 25-allber lllug 111bi7ud right past my ear, bit 
the wall behind me, and then ricocheted around the 

dtnlng room.lgnbbed theplBtol back, rtood ud shook 
for a few minutes arul thanked God no one wu hiL On 
May 16, I puked my belongings and made ready b) 

leave camp. To lighten my load, I sold off five of the relic 
pistols l had picked up from the German guards that 
held me. There were penonnel troop tru.ckl ro 
trauportallof111leavingfortheairport. We boarded a 
DC3 cargo plane and took off for Le Havre, France. 
The plane wu only eqnlpped with metal bucket seats 
along cacll walL We bad a paradiute for a seat cu1bion. 
1'biJ waa to be my fint plane ride, and I experienced a 
ltttlebttofstomachqueaslllen. 

Soon into the flight, I fell nlecp and milacd the 
low Parta flyover, tlull the pilot provided. At IOOD U 'We 

landed in Le Havre, all were driven to the shipping 
docb where we boarded a con,verted ICaber liberty 
1hJp. The11ameofthe1hlpwutheWm. T.Berey,andft 
bad the appearance ofha'rillg survived the entire war. 
11•1 crew wu merchant marina, but had a small group 
of navy ,eaman tomantbegun1onboard. 

Visit Website to 
find detailed history of 
63rd Infantry Division 

Vu.it the 63" Infantry Division Web Site page at 
btt//www.63rdintdiv.com to find a detailed hWory of 
the 63" Infantry Divldon. Included lB a l11tlng of unit 
awards, dcscripdom of battla, a listing of battle and 
non-battle deaths, dercrlptfom and views of all 63" 
Infantry Division memo:riall. 

There are also over 1,000 pictures of the men in 
tralnlng,lD combat, and on oceupadon duty. 

You will find a lirt of all memorabilia items for sale, 
information about reunions, and lnqll.lriea fro111 
memben and relatives searchlng for informaUoa 
about memben or buddies, plus an alphabetical llitillg 
by unit of all 63,. Infaatry Divillon ABIOCiaUon 
members, a listillg of related web sites and other 
Information of Interest to veterans. 

Webmaster Fred Clinton, D l54, ia aeeking pbotot 
and memo111biliaimages to be included on the web tile. 

Sendphotosbyemalltojoydlnt@oomcut,netorby 
regular mall to Fred Clinton, 102 S. Jenkins Street, 
Alexandria, VA 2l304. Fred's phone number It 703-
751-7548. 

All ite1111 will be returned whea procea,ing has been 
completed. 
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Music 
Ir there were no more mnslc 
To soothe the •chlng "'orld 
Sin would be multiplied thousand fold 
And a devil's Oag unfnrled. 

"Bow Down," thla devil wollld ci>mmand 
"Close ean to all but me" 
Stop all this chorda and rhythm 
And swell the misery. 

"Give all your thought to 1aclne81 
Give a.p your soul to gloom" 
Nature would. nbel and came 
The flowen not to bloom. 

Bu.t this can never happen 
This can never be 
Murie must be in this world 
To chue out muery. 

There'• mu1lc when the sun comes up 
A fll"ey ball ID the eut 
The birds are 8lnging cbcerf'ully 
To every man and beast. 

Tbe birds sillg gaily all day long 
As the dew sb.akes hands with tile su 
When wind ling, melodys through the gru1 
This is natunl run. 
At even' birds sing a song of aleep 
Tbe ·,mull rock 
The cradle of ,lumber 
And starts her watch to keep. 

The wind "'atdles over 
The birds and the beet 
And plaYJ melody, through 
The leaves of the treea. 

Music 1, part of nature 
Part of everything that lives 
So enjoy It to the fnllest 
For looll. at the Joy it gtvet. 

Written byMlll'tittA. Floott qnA11gun 15, 1940 
He was nineteen ycan old 

'Carentan 0 
Carentan 

. • . . • . . .. . . . . . . ,,, """" Slll,p#lt 

Tnesintheoldday1asedtostaad,And1bapea1badylme 
Whert !oven wandertd band in band, Wllo came from 
Camatu. 

Tbla wa• the 1blnlng green conal, Where we came nro by 
two 
Walking at combat-Interval, Such tnff we never knew. 

Tbe day wa• early Jane, Ille ground, Wu soft and bright 
withd£w 
Far away the ga.n• did 1ouod, Bnt here the 1ky wu blue. 

The llky wu blue, but there I mok:e, Hug 1tlll above the -Whert tile saips togetller JPOkc, To town, we could not see. 

Could )'OIi have r.een ot lhrough a glaaa, Yo11 would have 
18ldawalk 
Of farmers ont to tum the gra•t, Each 10ith bla own bay­
fork. 

The watcben in their leopard rllils, Wailed tiD it wu time 
Auel aimed l>ehl'eell the belt and boot, And let file bund 
climb. 

I mu,t ne down at once, There It• hllllffler at my knee 
And call it death or cowardice, Don't COUil! ag• m on me. 

Evmrything'1 an right, Mother, Everyone get• the 1a111e 
At one time or onother, ll'a an iJI tbe pme. 

I never tll'Olled, nor ever thtll, Down 111th a leafy sane 
I never drank In a canal, Nor ever shall again 

There ii a whistlillg In 111.e leaves, ADd it la IIAlt the wind 
The twig•.,.. &Ding from the kaiv.., That cut men to Ille 
gr&Wld. 

'.Ml~ Mutc:r-SergeaJLt, The way to tum aod 1boot 
But lhe Sergellnt'a silent, Tbat taught me how to do It. 

0 Captain, lllow u qllickly, Our plsee upon the map 
But the Captain'• uddy,And taldog a long nap. 

Ueoicnaor, what'• my dnty, My place In the platoon? 
Be too'• a aleeplq beauty, Charmed by that strange tun~ 

Cue.ntao O Carentan, Before we met with you 
We never yet bad •~• a man, Or known what death could 
clo. 

Sllbt1tllled by h"1 'l'enrJ/llold 
(C_,, Is • sedlolt of F,..,,e,e ""4 t1u.J JH'Ofl 18 aboat dw 
c,,IIUHd ""1 ;,. the inl'&Sio11) 
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Members of /MOK Chapter gather 
in Michigan for fall mini reunion 

From left to right: Kil Anderson, Joan Dietrick, Howard Van Schoo,, 
Judy Dietrick and Carl Anderson enjoy breakfast and each other's company 
during the fall meeting In Kalamazoo. 

Eighteen members of the IMOK Chapter 
traveled to Kalamazoo, Michigan on October 21, 22 
and 23, 2008 for their fall mini reunion. Alberta and 
l\1el Gobet,Jan and Quint Sella hosted the affair. 

After arriving on Tuesday afternoon, members 
gathered in the Hospitality Room for snacks and 
drinks; gossip and laughter until it was time for dinner 
in the dining room of the host hotel, the Fairfield Inn 
l\1arriott. 

Follo\\ing dinner, Ed Fowle presided over a 
business meeting held in the Hospitality Room. The 
National Reunion beld In Indianapolis last August was 
discussed and deemed a great success - except for the 
miles and miles of walking!! The 2009 reunion will take 
place In Boston, with Bob Capasso making the 
arrangements, after which the ll\10K group will host 
the 2010 reunion in Dayton, Ohio. Armed Forces 
Reunion Planners will be in charge. 

\Vcdnesday morning members car-pooled to 
the Gil.more Car Museum, where the men enjoyed 
looking at the many antique cars and the ladles 
browsed in the House of Miniatures. They all enjoyed 
lunch at the Blue Moon Diner. A tour of the Kellogg 
Manor House and a drive-through of the Fort Custer 
National Cemetery completed the day of busyness for a 
group of old people! 

Dinner was a welcome "event" In the dining 
room of the hotel, after which they all returned to the 

Hospitality Room, where everyone enjoyed more 
snacks and liquid refreshments before retiring for the 
night. 

Breakfast on Thursday found members packed 
and ready for their return trip home. Representing the 
Chapter were members from Indiana, Michigan, Ohio 
and Kentucky. 

One couple decided that since It was only a 
three-hour drive from Morocco to Kalamazoo, they 
would take the scenic route; travel the country roads so 
they would have less traffic, less road construction and 
less wasted time. They arrived in Kalamazoo six hours 
after leaving home! The "man of the house" planned 
the trip. The "woman of the house" planned the return 
trip and it took three hours.AU this traveling since June 
2008 - three trips to Indianapolis, one to Kalamazoo 
and numerous jaunts to Lafayette - was all done on an 
expired license. 

61 st Reunion 
August 12 thru 6 

August 15, 2009 ~-~ 
Boston, Mass. 
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The following deaths were reported after the February 
2009 issue of the Blood & Fire was printed. Please notify 
the secretary when you hear of the death of a person from 
the63". 

Frederick L. Burger, 1254, passed away March 
4, 2009. No further information was available. 

Steven Bernat, FA 718, passed away March 7, 
2009. No further information was available. 

Louis Campbell, QM 63 and Life Member 1517, 
passed April 11 , 2009 at the age of 83. No further 
information was available. 

Alf Crutchfield, I 254, passed away April 26, 
2009. (for more information see In Memoriam in this 
issue) 

Willlam S. Hopps, SV 253, passed away January 
20, 2009. No further information was available. 

Robert H. Kelsen, C 255, passed September 14, 
2008. He was Life Member# I 423. His widow Gloria Jives 
at 4007 S. Hempstead Cir., San Diego, CA 92116. 

Irving "Fred" Koffman, MED 253 passed away 
January 5, 2009. No further information is available. 

Richard R. Kretschmer, ENG. 263, passed away 
February 14, 2009. His widow Juanita lives at 6005 
Albemarle St, San Diego, CA92139. 

Henry L. Markley, FA63, passed March 7, 2008. 
He was Life Member# 503.His widow Grace lives at 300 
Pleasure Road, Lancaster, PA 17601. 

Joseph M. Martillotti, F 255, passed away April 
2009. No further information was available. 

Orville Oehler, F 254, passed December 29, 
2008. His wife, Helen Louise, died in 2007. They were the 
parents of three children and lived in Iowa. 

John Reid, FA 863, passed away November 24, 
2008. No further information was available. 

William B. Robinson, G 253, passed away April 
16, 2009. He was Life Member# 1147. His widow Raebel, 
livesat4117N.29~St, Tacoma, WA98704 

Daniel Skiba, HQ 863, passed June 12, 2007. He 
was Life Member# l425. His widow Diane lives at 5818 
Bullard St., Fenton, MI 48430. 

Paul B. Taylor, B 255, passed away March 7, 
2009. No further information was available. 

Edgar Torrence, G 254, passed December 3, 
2008. For more information see In Memoriam in this issue. 

ClarkD. Utley, G 253,passedawayFebruary 17, 
2009. His widow Patricia lives at 5217 Cedar Lake Rd., 
Oscada, MT 48750-1504. 

SPOUSE DEATH 

Norma Tenney, wife of Frank E. Tenney, 
Associate Member, died February 19, 2009. She suffered 
with Alzheimer's disease for a lengthy time. Her husband, 
Frank, lives 5204 Telford Lane, Louisville, KY 40241. 

LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR • 

DO YOU REMEMBER Tms MAN? 

S/Sgt. Vincent J. Collins was born in 
Pennsylvania and lived in Trenton, New Jersey with my 
Aunt Wilma. Uncle Vince was a bus driver for the 
Trenton Transit Company and enjoyed bunting and 
fishing. He served in the 63" Infantry Division and was 
killed In Germany on Tuesday, l\farcb S, 1945 by 
sniper fire. His platoon buddy bad the nickname of 
"Spud." I would greatly appreciate any information I 
can get about my Uncle Vince. Write me at 500 W. 
Hoffecker Rd., Pottstown, PA 19465. 

Harry A. Hall, Army ret. 

MAKING PLANS 
FOR BOSTON REUNION 

As a past president (1974), I am maklng plans 
to be in Boston this summer. I believe this is the fourth 
one to be held In New England. So I won't miss this one! 
The first one was in Hartford when I was vice 
president; the second one was in Windsor Locks, CT., 
when I was the president, and now Boston. 

I am 84 years young and feel like I am 34 years 
old. Except for having three operations to get 
circulation back in my legs and one heart attack, I still 
feel good. I don't need a cane or a wheel chair! 

I was just re-elected Post Commander of my 
VFW Post for the 28" time. We believe this Is a record 
for one member to be elected this many times. I have 
been a member of the VFW for 62 years 

I joined the 63" Association in 1967. My 
daughter Is coming to the reunion with me. 

Delbert Conroy 
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AD BOOK RESERVATION FORM .. , --- \ -· ' -· ~ _.,. - oP--1: ' p...,.,---~ .. ofl" ?..c:Jfo ____ ,, 
c\J ... ,~", _.,,,.,,..,,. ' _)\)\"' _.,.-

' -· \ ••••• PRINTED BOOK SIZE ( 5-1/2" x 8-1/2") , .. 
FULL PACE .... ,, .. , ................... , ....... , .. ,, ........ ,.,,. $60.00 

1/2 PAGE ......................... ................................. S35.00 

I/~ PAGE ................. .. 

FULL PAGE ~ $60.00 
HALF PAGE= $35.00 
1/4 PAGE= S25.00 
1/8 PAGE - $20.00 

1/8 PAGE 
$20.00 

25.00 
(4¼" x7¼") 
(4¾" X J¾") 
(4¼" X J'/4") 
(2-3/8" X I¼") 

3LINE 
BOOSTER 

S10.00 

SPONSOR 
NAME 

(EACH) 
$2.00 

August 12 thru 15, 2009 
2009 Boston, Massachusetts 

63rd Division 
Association aLOOo...sFIRE 

"HOT SHOTS" 
WE NEED YOUR HELP 

As you may know, the money collected from the Ads 
in the Souvenir/Ad Book is used to helpoff•setsome of 
the reunion expenses. 

Most of the money defrays the cost of lhe band, free 
beer, soda and entertainment during the reunion. 
Wilh prices constantly increasing, we are asking for 

your support to help us keep the reunion cost down for 
our retired members. 

So would you please place an ad In the Souvenir Ad 
Book? 

Make cbeck(s) payable to: 
61ST REUNION 63rd DIVISION ASS'N. 
and mail to: 

Donna LaCosse 
Post Office Box 86 
Morocco, Indiana 47963 

N-. __________________ UtitS.!'WICIWr'tr. -----------

~tOGO,: __________________ ""°"''--------------
Cfy. __________ .... , ___ ZiJ), ___ E·U'.al: _____________ _ 

Au!holtzedBy: _____________ _ SV,nin):. __________ """'----

] 
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!'Wfl8.e ~•"!t'f.!J.fitikJl!e, .Qditqt 
, IJ.li.m >"1,1f'sfaijl,t1rn,011r 

"C/slllfgt,ofAtlilress'!;Cards,. 

Tmp_onant."' 
-~ -'eofiiltldiesi· ~ 
>I" l; ., .. "l ,, . ~ - - -. 

' . , . . ~ ·, ; . ' 
Pluse-~~WJ.r.CHANGBS, 
:(IIUr~;:iJ!,'piµJli~,~allj 119'tlce, · 
.~ liM·~1ilJn.,ii4,~'ff¢1jlp, . 
!de,) to; - . .. 
!J.r1,ii«1!-"-Coa"e; P.'f,>.41o!cli; 
'lf~i INYf,79,6!; 

Did You • • • , > , • V • 

. ,:__\.; -

B!!m.eJnb.~r· .TQ Ray 
Y0,,ur, Bues:? 

( ·'-· .. ,J. •• , • 

STAMPS FOR VETERANS 
Tear off'all S1anips • yes, the cancelled ones from envelopes, 

etc. andsavetheminabag. 
When you have a J)OllCh of postage, mail it to: "Stamps for 

Veterans" send to:· · 
SO.ARIZONA VAHEALTii 
CARESYSTEMVETERANS . . . 
NATIONALSTMfP&C01NCLUBSC#l35 
3601 S. 6thAve., Tuseoll, AZ.85723 

61 st Reunion 
August 12 thru 

August 15, 2009 
Boston, Mass. 

r--~g:,....;:i•<--------------------
HELPFUL. 

TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

DEPT •. OFVETERANSAFFAIRS 
VABENEFITS-1-800-827-1000 

VA LIFE INSURANCE 

---------~~~~~~~~---UITM ·mtt~-. ------63~·0·-,-VI-S-,o-N-~-ssociATIO_N_D_U_.E_S FORM,_,,_, ____ ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,_ 
PLEASE PRINT OR.USE MAILING LABei. 

TO: DONNA LaCOSSE, P. 0. BOX 86, MOROCCO, IN 47963 

Name _______________ 63rdUnit ___ ~Rank _____ _ 

S1reel _______________ P.O. Box Serial No. ___ _ 

City __________ State ____ Zip _____ Date _____ _ 

Wife's Name Ph011e ( ___ } ______ E•MaO ____ _ 

Annual Dues $15.00 Q $30.00 2 yrs. Q DUE ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 1 EACH YEAR 

·re11 usabootyoui:self -------------------------

.......................................... ___ ...................................................... , __ ,._ ................................................ .._ .. _ ...................................................... _ .. __ ......................... . 
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BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

AUGUST 12 THRU AUGUST 15, 2009 

63rd Division Association 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
Donna LaCosse, Secretaryffreasurer 
Post Office Box 86 
Morocco, Indiana 47963 

CHAHGE OF ADDRESS 
To ensoro pm<nlll dei,e,y of !he 63111 Blood and Fin, Md 
all mail. pooaso advisa llaional Sooelaly of any change. 
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