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FROM THC DESK OF THE PllESIOENT ... 
hy Jolm Dietrkk 

In a recen t eo1wetsa(ion wilh (lur Vclcn 111s 
Affain Ser vice Director. i t was sur 1>risiog tho( 
.ornny veterans art not taking advantage of th e 
mi.ny 11nd Yaried servic.e,s avatlabl(' by the· 
Depa r tment of VetcransAffai rs. 

'l'hl' VA covers a wide. variety or servkes 
including: requests fo r Ser vice Record~, r<:,'Jucst 
for ·, 1mta ry Medals, Vetera n nomes, Mtdkal 
Facilities, Nun.ing Homes, l,.ife lns urnu('(', Burial 
Benefils, li(';\d.stoues, Pr~sl·riptions, Hea lth C:1re 
Benefits, To nsport:.1tion ro VA.Mt-.dknl Fad lit ios, 
Applications lo Vctcrun~ Nursing Homes :rnd 
m!lnJ' other sen ·ker. Abo 11n ilable is Financial 
Assistance fo r h a rd ship i:-ases in cl ud ing 
Rent/) ·tortgagc, t:tilltits, Food, MOOical C:cntcr:s 
ond othe r hc:n etits. 

T he VA ha.$ o. rc$!;iOnfll office in each Mate. M osl 
states :!ISO have VA offices in ll\r~l·r co uufh:-.s. Ohio, 
fo r u muplc, ha.s a V,\.,\.(fairs Office for e:1ch ofth e 
88 coundc.s. T heir office~ a n~ list.cd in the: local 
phooe book. You 1111.u-t sc-tk :u sist:mcc in your 
hom e countY. lf uon e is avait ,ablc, cull VA Rt:ndits 
at 1-800-S27-1000 for lnformariou. 

A Bookltt "Fed t r a.l Rcncfit" for Vetf'r-an1- -and 
n epe nde,nt1-" e:m be obrni.oed by \\ rit in~ t t1 the 
Department of Veter-ans Affafrs, Offict of J>ublk 
Affairs (80 0 ), 81 0 Ver1,11ont A\'e., .\ .\ V., 
Washlng1on, DC 20420 .. Additil)na l informa tion 
e.an be Obtained by rlsitini (he, VA wt'b site a t 
WWW . \·3.,,2..'!Y/ 

To spcntl ~t few minuf~ (which most of us h tWC 
:m1il~lbl<') conrnctfng ym,r local Councy, St::itc .-.r 
Ftilcrat VA Office m ay reap wor th "'hile b(•nd i t.s. 

Thoughts Jl;liile Shavi11gj1 
[ fopc ·that you l\ill be able to aUN1d ou r 60• 

Rtunion iu lndi3napolis, lndi:rna1 Au~u$f 20~24. 
B.ope that you will submit an tul in fhl~ 

l\nu,·cniriAd hooklet. 

Plan Now to Attend 
the 2008 Reunion 

August 20 -
August 24 

Indianapolis, IN 
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A Merno from the Secretary 
Donna J.aCPSu 

' f hank you ~o,1erymuch for• the bittbd:ty ca1·ds, !'bone 
calls :rnd ..-m~1ils. I feel so hlts!)ed to ha\'e so 01:tfi)' 
W()nd c"rful fricnd.s out tht)re in 63'"' Infantry-Land! 
It was a glorious b irthdny - J wilJ nc,·cr again be able 

to say "J aw 80 tod2y!" Our children h o~h:d a luncheon 
for me and for tbe ow:r sixty f:.1mUy il\('IUb<·rs and 
friends " 'h0 came to hdp mccclcbr-ate. 

As people wcrt b('l,,:in nini to Jenn·, I a5ked them i f we 
could d o tl1is again in 80 ye:1rs, bul tbal is oo( going to 
bappcu bt'causc our daughter said sh~ wlll nol be 
cooking fortbat party !! T here has to he a spc·,n-srort at 
lwen•pam·. 

\\'(: :tlso ~tltbrated our 60~ weddinn ano.h·crurv on • • 
March 12. We staytd home all '1lly nnd did our 
celebrating with our 63"' Indiana frieuds OL\ ~tard1 13. 
We mtl for hmd1 amt enjoyed the fclh,wship a.swell ~s 
t.hefood. 

Well, enough about rut - I nted to mo,,e along tu 63'" 
bmfocss. 
MtmbC'rs h ave been great about pa)•io.gtheir dues this 

)'tar, however then:• are a fe", who hnn not responded 
to the d ues-due letter I sent as a rt-minder. If you think 
Y<m are one of those who foreot. ple:1s-~.<cend m l' r.a rl•N·k 
rt.al soon. 

Tbe National Reunion will soon be htr-t. - ha\'C vou 
made your plans ro am·ud? This is a sp ~cial year-·(,011, 
anniversary for all you hotshots. Betkr phm on 
trave.liog to Iodfam• so you cao ct.lcbrfttc " 'iih nll yo1rr 
b uddics. lf you don't r.ome,you will be ruisse.d! ! 

l\fakt sur<• you check thl' daks for the reunion - the 
rC'uniou is u,•cr on Aui:::u~t H . not tb.e 25"'. Remember, 
we always g:.uher on Wedne-siday and leave on Sund ay. 
A tr icky finger goofed those dates op in the Februar y 
issul' oftbc IJ/oodand Fire. 

Also, bl' surl' you rt?.id the notice io th is issue 
c.onctrning trave.llng from tht a irport to the Marriott 
Kiut. Bring p hone mm1be.rs with you so you can take 
a(h·anfa$:<- of th at nrnde of travel. 
Aud. uJJtilAugus(, h:we. a g reat sum mer, stay well :rnd 

come he.Ip uscclcbrate! 

RECEIVED TWO COPIES'? 
Jfyou received two copies of this issue of the Bl,wd 

and Fire .. pica.st ootify the eclilor as soon as possible~ 
You doi1:1 nttd two cor,ics and we don1t need tht added 
expense. 

"f hank you so much. 
Oonn::i Lacosse 

From the edi tor . .. 

Someone once said. "'tlaert is a firsl time for 
ever) tbiu,: ... \Vell, l :un recovering from such ao e,•ent? 
It hapJ)eoed t:o me tb.rtt-weeks ago - J f<·Jl c,ut of hed, 
sound aslcl~p, landed on my belly and crushed a waste 
P-'l>C-r basktt with my face: Needless to say, I have uol 
b een a pretty sii;:h t? 1u fa i:l, I never h.ive b-een :l prett)• 
tiii;bt but oow 1 :unjust plain ugly!! 
My nose tonk a he:.1ring :ind I had a cue Just above my 

left eye Ol'l the lid, a mt j ust below my 1.ip, a fat lip, a 
scrape Qn my arw and bumps b('t(' and there. J aho 
have bruises all dow,, the left side of my facennd orhers 
wbe-.re I would nuhcr not IMk and T h urt in places I 
didn't know I bad. 

Howe\'et; law a.lh·e and I will rt-C.uptrate. TI.irold says 
he did not 1>u.sb me but 1 tbi.okhepr"ote.ns coo m uC'h. 
No\-..·, for SOJU(' good ncv.-s - mcmhcrs :ire beginning to 

r cmcmht:r to let me know when they mo,,r. I have been 
waitin~ for S<> hme for thi.s to happen! Only t ('O Blood 
and Fire m;1µ.azJnes wer<· rclurncd to rue with ••no 
ron ... ardiog addr'tss" ncross the -mrn,c Jahcl. .Several 
n ew :tddresses were forwarded by the \lariou.s post 
oflices1 whcr·c the forn•udin.g request b.ld not <•xpirtd. 
Tho~e: m:t1).:nin,~" w1•r1• rurwsirrlNI t11 th ~ m em.b(>t'S90 ...,.e 
<lid not h:we to J>:.'IY addition al po..Ha.g(' for that 
transaction, 

Mnny thanks to vou vi"l10 luwt sent me Your war 
stori!!.-.: 'l'hey are so i~tertstio~ - sona<· arc rather short, 
ot11crs more lengthy - but all need to be shored with 
other- members c1flhe 1usor.intion. Jf you h:we not sent 
your story to m(', please, d o so as ~oc,n as possible.. 
Pictures are always welcome. 1 tbiuk lots or picture!:I 
make a good uL\wspapcr!! 

l'Je:i.se t:1ke 3d, •antagc of Lcne.rS and Opinions so I 
k rrnw what you would like ro see iJl your m ngazinE:. If 
you don't write ·•stuff" for tbelJ/(nJd anrl Jr'ire, you 01:ty 

end up with rc::tdin~ a bunch of nonsense from me!! All 
you hotshots like to read A ,vord F r,,m Your Buddi~..s, 
s.o ht hclpful-~e.nrl mes.s:1ges as often a.s you wan t. 

I am (binkinjt about an earlier deadlloe for tl1(• 
Novewbei· issut.so I cau get lhis publh::1tion i.n t:hc m a.ii 
1.,efore the C hr istmas rush gets inco foll gear. r th ink th,: 
first day or Scptcmbe1· wouJd be a good time fo r this 
ne.xt deadline. Now you ha,·e all suo.tmer to tbfokabout 
what you a re 1:oi11~ to do Lu help make thi,s a better 
pul>lication. 

Enjoy this issue, ha\'C a good -.um mer and hoJ)efoUy 
we will see you :ii lbe rt union in lndianapolis i.oAugust. 

Wli.v do we press harder"" tlte remote (.()utrol whe11 
we kunw tlrf. batt,rit•$ ,,,.e gettbtJ: weak? 
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The /ollt>whrg deaths were rep11rted ,ifter tire Fehruar,v 
issue nfthe Blood & Fire H·as primed. Plea1e 11utify tlte 
secreta,:,1 w/1~11 )'Ou l,~ar of the death Qf o pttt1'1Jn frQm the 
63'', 

Alb('rt M. Ol!lin:;:er -J 254 - Killed in Action Januarv 
25.1945. . 

William Bo!Sht·ick - BQ 254 - L-lfe Member 4 70, dJed 
May 6, 2006. His w1dow, .Joan, li\·e, at 10 Nornich, 
Plca$ant rudg:e. !\'ll 48069. 
Sherman M . .Byrd -A 254 - Life Member 1812, died 

March 21 1 2008. He wai,; 89 years old. His widow, 
\Vilma, U,·c-~ a.129&7 W. 1000 N., Perrysville, IN 47974. 

Clartnc:e A. Coz..ui - MED 255 - Life Member 143, 
died ffocember4, 1984. l:le lived in Rockwell, ~ C. 

Rounld Ouuht.p - 8 86:. - T.ifc Meroh er 1522, djed 
September 2006. llis widow, Dorothy H,·cs In 
CQlumbn~ Grove. Ohio. 

,Joseph H. f..,er,mell - l 255 & E 25S. died Mare.b 25, 
2008. Hi.$ widow. treoe u,·es at 1904 lomao Drive, 
Anderson, SC 29625-2869. Hi$ daughter, l)ianc l.olli~ 
lh•cs at 134 Moreland Ave .• L--aurtns, SC 29360-2730. 

Harry H. ] leek - A'r (13 - U fe Member 1343, died 
f"ebru::u•y 191 2003. Jennie Hkk of C hapel HUI. ~C 
1·e1)orted bhi death. 

Ralph L. lmmingli - HQ 2SS - l,ife Member 738, died 
April 3, 2003. l-lis gnmddsughte,·. Souja \\'rii;:,bt, 
reportc·d bj.s death. Uc- U\'td at 3.18 North, Dike, lA 
50624. 
RobertJ . . T(ihn~0n - SV862-died ~larch I 0, 2008. He 

:ll'.ld h is family Uved at PO Dot S3, Glenn1 Ml 4941(,. 
Ralph l.a·ur-1> 254 - Life Meru.ber710, dit'd January 

11 , 2008. IJis widow, R.bea. Jh•es at 28914 J,aseo 
Carvell~ Mission Vicjo,CA 92692. 

Rowe W. Mat'"'·eU - B 2S4 - L ife !\·fcmbcr 1877 - died 
.June 16, 2007. .His widow S:ira~ lives at 1474 
Weatht'rricld Ct, Ccnten·ille:, 08 45459. 

George J. Milcbell Jr. - G 253 & HQ & F 254 - dicd 
Dccemher26, 199-1. His son,A n, reported 11is de:i1.h. 
Gcorit- Murc.hio- -0 254 - died Janua,·y3J, 200tL 
Jot Pankucci -G 254- dil'd 2005 
1\.Jkbael J. Jlillcrl - G 255 - Lire. Member 1411 - died 

March 24, 2CHl8. 
Jullins Ruffatola- K 255 lS de~ail'd as reported by 

the post office when they rtturuc-d the Fcbruan· issue 
ofthe.BloodandFirc. No dateglven.. • 

l\1nul"lce F... Sink-C 2:i,.- died "teb r1.1ary 22, 2008. His 
granddaughcerChasridy llubbard reported hi~ death. 

LesterSwaUwood - HlSS- died J.-iuuary9,2008. Elis 

widow, Harriet lh·cs at 5330 \""\-'chh Court. Orlando, FJ~i 
32821. 

Erulen 11. Tharp Jr. -A 363-MIU>-died J.i·ebruary 1, 
2006. His death was rc_port~d by his daughter, Jape 1 
)facL:1chJa.o. 

DEATII Of SPOUSE ' 
•• I 

Mrs. Lyle-Al,, uod, wlfeofLyle.HQ2-54,died 2006. • 
Neoln Cozort, widow or Clarence A. Cozart, di~d 

i\·farc.h 17, 1999. ,. 
.Jean .t. Heck. widow of J:larl'y H. Heck, di('d J une, 19, , 

2007. Jtnni• !lick of IS Weybridge Place, Chapel HII~ 
NCZ7517 reported her death. 
Mary<:. I .anfrit, "idow of John Lanfrit~ UQ 254, died , 

Febru:wy l S, John , Life Member· 1332, died Ju.ue 11, 
1994. De.-.tll ttpor(ed by ~istcr Cecile Saf)tisi of275 
Rina Ave., Millfown,~J 08850. ., 

Rose l':tnicucci, wife of tbe late Joe Paokucci, G 254, 
preccdl.-d him in death. 'J'heexactdate.is unknown. 

DoJvn Memory Lane 
by /JvbAndt•rson, B 255 

On April 21 1 1944 (?), after setting up our defense 
in t he towo ofWinzeue-iler, B Corup1my was ordered \o 
scud out a patrol t.o try to c:a1>ture :, prisoner. Lr. Velht . 
pic:kcd ruysquad for this missi(in, After K-Rations, we 
left ht.hi net our helmets, J)acks and anythina that w(luJd 
m;\kc a noise. Wt' a~e:mbled and started out We 
adva.uced a few bloeks into o~mans land, where we 1 

took up positions in doorways o.nd alleys. The men had 
t(I h (' alert ~nd know where the next man wai. After a 
few hours of quiet, the Lt. decided we had beeu the-re 
long euoui;:h. aud )i~ua h."<I for us to follow him out. ,1 
waited for ruy :.1.sslst:.1.nt squ:i.d le.ad('r to come by :1nd we 
left together. · 

ON THE BRIGHTER SIDE 
"A pcdtstrhrn is n person ,,•J1()shou1d be ~cen snd not 

hurt.» 

20(}8 Reunion 
August 20 -Au,:ust 24 
Indianapolis, l11dia11a 
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Association Reunion Locations 
1947 -1957 
April 19 - 1947 - New York, 'r-.~ - Bdqt.rs Rc-stnurn11t 
llo·lolown, l948;-Nt.wYork,NY- l,1;calMembers 
·unknown, t949- NtwYork, I\-Y- Loeal Members 
June 16-UI, 1950- Ntw-Yol'ktrin Nt-wYork Chy 
J uly6-8, 195l -NttberlaodPlaz~ in Chlcinnari, OJ-I 
Aug, 22-24, 1952 - Role) Sylvania in Philadelphia. PA 
June 12-14- 1953 - ,LaSalle Rote! in Chka~o, lL 
Aui;t,23-25, 1954- Ncw\'~>rkerin New York City 
July29-31, 1955-Sbtrntou Plaza io Bostoo.!t'!A 
Au.g. 3'"'5, 1956- Statlcr H<Ucl In Cleveland, O'A 
July 19-ll, 1957- Sberacon Hotel ln Philadelphia. PA 

• 

1958 - 1967 
Aug. J-3, 1958 - Statlerliotel lnDttroit.,Michiga.n 
July 24-261 .1959-Peon Sheraton in Pittsburgh 
July 29-31, 1960- Stafler Hotel in .New York City 
July28-30, 1961 - Emerson Hotel in Haiti more 
Ju1y27..:29, (962 - Sbtr'al0u Hotel in Chicago 
July 25-28, 1963-Seville HoteUn J\'lhuui Bt:u:h 
J u.ly 24,.261 1964 - Sbcralou Hotel in Pitfsb1lrgb 
,luly 30-Aug.1.1965- St:)tler Hotel in NtVt Vork City 
July 2$-31 , 1966 - Jlilton R<,tcl in \Vashini,on DC 
July 27-29, 1967 - Sh<'raton C8dillac in Oetroit 

1968 - 1977 
J ulyl.S-27, 1968-Uilt<1n 1-lotel in Jianfonl. Coun 
J uly25-27, 1969- Sher~tou Httkl in C(>lumbus, 0 
,July23-26, 1970- De.:w,·ille Hotel in Miami Bi'ach 
July30-Aug, I, l'n I - Pick Hooseveltin Pittsbut1,"!b 
July27-30, 1972-MardottMotor lnn. fhU:adelpWa 
Ju.ly27-29, 1973 - Shcrahm Motor Jnn1 Oakbrook, lll. 
J uly ZS-27.1974- Uo" :ml Johnson. Windsor l,ocks, Com,. 
July24--26, 1975-HuJid~,y Tnn in T,::i.nsi.og.,i1iehigao 
J u1y2-9-31, 1976 Sheraton In VnlleyForg<'. "PA 
,July27-30, 1977-l-:ITropic:ano.SaoAntonia, TX 

1978 - 1987 
July 26,,J0, 19?8 - Marriotrin SaddJl'brook, NJ 
July 26-29. -1.979-lOJJ>eri:d House South, Oil)' tou, Ott 
July 23-27, 1980-Wm . .PeunBotcl, Plttsburgh 
JU1y22 .. 2s, 1981 - Holiday Tun,.Jnckson., MS 
July 28•Aug. J, 1982 - 0uffalo llihon, lluffafo, NY 
J uly 27•31, J9to-HillonHote-L Vallt)' Forge, PA 
J uly2S·29.1984- Hil1on J nn,O.rlando. FL 
Aug. 7-10,1985 ,.,,. MnrrlottTwin, \Vashington DC 

Aug. 2-0-24, 1986- Tropicana in Las Vegas 
AuJ;:.19-22, 1987 - HyattR~tucy i11 Louisville,KY 

1988 -1997 
Aug.3•6.1988-Marrh,u.h,·iJjon,St.Louis, .'.\10 
Aug. 23-27, 1989 Airport l\farrfou, Rurlington~ CA 
Aug. 29-Scpt. 2, 1990 - A irportM:in-lolt, Orlnndo, f<L 
Aug. 14 .. JS, 1991 - Sheraton .\1usk City. Nash,·il1('. TN 
Aug. 23-27, 1992-Ball_y's Ca;iuu R~ort. R1:no. NV 
Aug. 25-29, 1993 - Arpt. ~1'1.rrlott, Bloomington, MN 
Sept. 29-0et. 3, 1994-0roni, Jarkson,ille,1 FL 
Sept. 6-10, 1995-Regal Hotel., Cincinnati, Ohiu 
Aug. I 9·23, 1996-FriarTuck Inn, Calsklll.1''Y 
Au:;:. 30--Sept.3, 1997- Town &Country, San Diego 

1998-2008 
Sept. 2-5, J 998-MarriottSoutbeast, Dl·n,·er~ CO 
AUs;!:, 11-15. J999-CrownePlaza1Rochc5ttr,NY 
Aug.15-20. 2000-The RU100, Cherry Hill, IX.I 
Sept. 28-0ct.1, 2001 - JloHday Inn, Virginia. VA 
Aug. 13-19, 2002-Lodge of'fheOzarkSi Bramon, ~IQ 
Aug. 13~17, 2003- Holiday Inn~ Columbus. Ohio 
Au,::. l l-16, 2004-f: Park Marriott, Falls Cbur~h. VA 
Aug 10-1 4, 2005-Westin C.rown., Kansas City, ·Mo 
Aug. l6w20, 1006- Drawbridge Inn. Ft. Mitchell KY 
Aug. 8-12, 2007- Sber.Hon lfotel, Tacoma, WA 
Au~. 20-24. 2008 -Marriott East, [11di:.1napoU.si IN 

Down Memory Lane 
..... .. .... ByBobAnd~rson, B-155 

On Mardi 29, 1944 (?). \'i hen my Se.rgeant was 
wounded, T became $quad leader of (he 2•" .squ:td, 2•• 
platoon, B Co. On April 3, a:,; we checked huuS(-S iu :t 
small town. my scout pointed to a hou.se \\here he could 
hear "'Oo.um talking. As I entel'<'d I called for him to 
follow me. I t.ntered the reJlar. Tbe women nnd an old 
man started sayin$t, .. Nix Soldat . ., 1 1)olic:td ~ pilt. of 
clothc11 and blankets in a coruer j u.st as J be:trd ;, voice 
s.-iy, " pul a round i.oto that pile." I looked ur> to sec 
LicotC1:rnnt Vfehl, lht Company Co., who b.ad foUowcd 
me downstairs. As I rals-~d my ritlt- toward th e eome1·. 
tbc women started shoutiu~ and as<1ldit!.rcameout with 
bu h;u1ds up. T t hl>t~ked the pile and took our p risoner 
uwa)·. My scout told me he i.tarted to follow m e but the 
lieutenant r u shed by and said he w<1uldgo in. 
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OUR HISTORY: THEN AND NOW= === 
hy Bill Scoll, 3.J-Mar-1008 
e .. mail: wjs63 l@comca.st.nct 

The lengthy years of rteordlng the 1.bUl from the 
available morn ing 1'epor1$ ()f fill the un..i t~ and 
headqu:,rkts of tht 63rd Infantry Oi\'i,.ion flf \\'WU 
are done. The editing of m any :1spects has st.Yrud v.;th 
J?,Oing through the alphabetic.al lbls :uHI COLllJ)ilcd 
rosters to find obvious errors and mo.tc hi.ngMtoes. The 
heavy loi1d of orders and th<• nttd to "t:1rt printing tht 
rosters and the alph.a list "';11 likely keep rne from 
gdting throu~h tht letter 11 scctiou lhlS SJ)ring. l·'nmUy 
and housing commitments also c,.b-r, a$ y1)u v.cll k1u:iw. 

At this time the toml n;,mcs nn the 63rd rosters ,rnd 
tbeat1act1ed units ;1re u p to 70,270, and tbe63rd sec:ti(tn 
now hi$ 97.60¾ wUb serial n umbt'r'S which will be 
likl'ly intre-:\sed as matches ore mnde. 

Some of the 1>r0ble01s cnmc from ord(•rs aod 
report'i, plus 194345 Blo1>d & Firt icem", that 1)nly 
sho-wed the last name of lhe m:rn. Men who th<'ll and 
now 11se their middle n:.-.me for their fi rsl uame :ti.so 
cause mnny ~apstn 1ogic::1I data rccordin~. 

Those who wot!.: on thrir gl'uealogy cnn ,·t-eognb:e 
th t p roblems of getHni; our informatic)n correct and 
togic:11. 

Historians in Fr:mcc fi nd Gtrro.1.ny are slunvin~ 
thC'ir u)terest in th(• items that we; l~an offer to our own 
fomilies and o1bl't' American pco1,k who a1·e interested 
in our history. T h t problems of ~ttting the cilSh 
payments hert are ~ometimts o. big barrier 1<1 geHinj! 
lhl'm furnished with iteins. \Ve a l.so ha,•e 10 keep our 
fio.;inci:d sysiem!I from being invaded .:u1d robbed. 

'Lalcr this ~•c;1r J bopc fo J;l'l b:1ck to send ing: th(' b ig 
volume of 194.1-45 unit morning reporl~ to (he Army 
H.istoric:tl and Education Ctnlcr in Cnrllsk, PA. T h at 
will free. a IOl of our storng:4.• sh<'lV<'S so rhat 'f can seo 
things tht1th1l\·e been in hie.ling for years. 

Thert '\\-ill he nth<:r mllitar,• history 1oca1iuns that 
niU get a lc,t oft ht koown pdntcd and copied Items tha t 
we c.an olltr uow. Some- of tht museum~ arc SLill in th<' 
known pJaoning, upansion, tinnneial, or hig 
consfructton efforts. 

T he prinrouts of fhe rMl<'rS, the. alpbabelical Lis-ts, 
and olh(•r ones for d ispl:\y at 63rd rcu nic)nfi, museums 
and pe-0ple who :tre not members will not haw <hlta on 
whose ucldre:Sses are known, WWU 63rd Inf. Oh ·. 
membtrshi J>, a nd those ,Yho drop ped tb('it 
tu<'tUbership. O nes with th:"tt d:,ta art on the old " lde 
g:reenbar 1>aptr :H se"'eral of the Arm)" museum s, and 
will ht~ rtl)ln~ed when the cdil iu" is com1>leted in th<' 
next fl'Wytnrs . 

Some h istor ical iten,s that have nOI been Ol'dered 
from me for some j'ears rh:u h:cwc data that is in need of 

addition or toffection arc ~oiu~ to be \lpdntecl soon. 
T hose who ha,·e ordered .some.of th ose items y.;U have a 
delay a.i. I get the C'hnnges done. The. ilcms of mos( 
concern are m e lllph:, listing and the C:.trup Bl:rncHng 
udrt list where I h:m~· found nnmcs with Che ,Yrong 
spelliog, asc.xpcdcll, 

Now it is time rn get this to Donna nud ,:et to·work on 
thl~ incOm('ta~ts. 

An open letter to 
the elected ojjicials 
and 1ne111bers of 
the Association 

JrJJrt!yA. ,\ 'eberman, Associate 

As the son of a 63"' Division inf11 11lryn1.-in. l read the 
IJ/uod and Fire from cov('r t<i cover whc-n they arrive. 
L:1si month howev,·r, r , \TftS shocked and appalled by on 
article by A.s)Odate Mem ber Keh, :trd l'hillil>S sol ieiting 
mturnry Uems (:ind c,ffcriui: to pu l'chase them ) from tht 
Second World "\\1ar (Prtscrvatioo of WW IJ millta.ry 
item": B/oo,I anti Eire; Vnl. 60, Nn J., February 2008. 
p;1~e2n. 

\\'hlle l n·u.st lhat )1r. Phillips bas honorable­
in{('ntions1 as n Museu m pr-0fe.ssional~ lam well awnre 
of the l'.u rrtnt collettors m:~rket for\VW2 items and lb.e 
o~cu fraud ulent m anner in which collectorii Attain 
rhem. l would strouglJ• reto.1,umend t hat th(• Asso(iri.tion 
:,dnpt a molution l\t the .August Rcuuiou fol'bidding 
non-actredite<I p.-i\•nte tltb,ens from solicltiog 
d ouatiou s t hroug h th<.• 8)ood and Fi re. The 
prt.servatlon c,f th(•. ph~sic:al item s and documents 
hrought home. from the war for future ,::tne-i•ations is of 
('qual hn por(:mcc with "prescrvh>g the o.ie ruOI')' c1f th(• 
falJen and. promotin~ e,verl:lsting pe:tlcl:. 
I ask the OMsion Officers t1> net ,m m)' p roposal at th e 

tarlil:Sl 1)(1sslble da1e, J am :tlsu submitting a separatt• 
ar6cle listing m useum~ \\'here any donated items would 
be held in perpetuity. 

August 20 - August 24 
2008 Reunion 

Indianapolis, Indiana 
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1943-4SU1,it l«,~te1 oO.lt 11(Wh'a11l:,K'1ial 110., C'-0mpany. Bauery. flQ? 
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1:50.000 map of COLMAR. Pock<:1 & VosgtsMltl.~ ::i in !-"ranee fur 254thg1:)'ll ............................................................. -......................... S:s 1:11._ 
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History of The 63RD Infantry Division 

' fhe: proud ltgc:nd of the 63"' Infantry Oh•ision h3d it.-,: 
bt~innin~ at Casablanca in January 1943, wht-11 P r im(' 
l\liuish~r' ChurebiU of Great Uri ta in c<1i11cd the phrase 
that the A.tis pO\H!r.') \\ Quid 1''Rlel!d and Burn in 
e.vpiatitm 1Jftllefr ,:rin,e.t agu/,,st h11mtmiry. ' ' From that 
statem('nt, Dr'i~:'ldier Gen('r:tl Loni~ E. 1-libh~1 soon to 
become the d ivision's commandn, d('Sij'.?ne-d rhe 
shoulder insigni:t and tbes-log,rn "'Blood ;md Fire.,. 
On .June 1 S, 1943, the OMsion was acti,•:11.ed al Camp 

Olanding:,Florid::i. The cadre manning the nC\Y-div'L~fon 
c!lme fr(1m C:uup Br<'.c-khiridgc•. Kentuc.ky's 98"' 
fofanrrr Dh·fsion. Following initial c.:1dre training Llw 
division relocattd some 650 miles m Camp Van Dorn, 
Mississippi, urriviuji thtrt during the- latter Jlart of 
August 1943. 

During Che month of St1ltember 19431 men fro ru 
reception c(;ntt~ all over the country rapidly brought 
the divis ion u1> to streu~th and intensive basic t raining 
com menced. In No,,ember 1943 the men oft he di•.i~ion 
llad completed bask and sm:.tll•unit l rnining 1u1d w<·rt 
anticipating advant-e and larger u nit nurne11vc1·s. This. 
bowe,0 er. was not to be. 

ln December 1943, :tll prh·11tes, p rh•ate.s first t .Lass, 
aloog wilb some nonconrn1b:sitmt:-d aml j unior officers 
were rca.~signcd to other d ivisions ,llcl"ted for O\·erscas 
nuwcnHmt. The process of rcc<'h,;og replnccmc.nl$ nnd 
traiuiu:z thtru ouly to have them n:nuigncd ail fiJkrs for 
otbel' di\'isions :ilerted ror ovcrscas wo,'t ment wa5 
rCflCillC:d f\vicc again be for(!. t he division wa.s at loJ1;; last 
alerted as a unitfor-over~cns 11s~ignmcnL 

l)udug .March and April 1944 the dh1sion was 
brou,gbt to ru.11 ii: t rengtb , vilh rtpl.acemtnts: coming 
from trttining ccnlcrs. as well as m<'D from the Arwy 
Sp<•(iaUst Tr-ai.ning Program :ind the Army Air Corps 
Cadet ·1l":'lining Program. 'fhc httttr two programs hnd 
been cut bai.:k aml thcfr l);u•ck ipauts nle-a~ed for 
os.slgnment to the.Infantry. 

As tl1e division reached full strength t\gnin, (raining 
st3rfed anew. By Novembtr 1944 tht dhi.sion wns 
ready for movement to an OV'ers.eas area. On Nonm1ber 
6, 1944 the M" I nfantry l)ivision adv:111ccd party lefl 
Camp Vun Uorn by train for Camp Shanks, Nt'w York 
a ud u ltimatesbipmeot to fol'ance. The advance party or 
forn·:1rd e.temeot of the d.h•i.sion was k110\"·11 as Task 
Foree Harris and cons.isled of the three Infantry 
R<·,::iwl~nts: (lte 253"', 254'., and 255

1
~ plus a small 

supporting staff. Th e Task Force- wus couuuaudtd by 
llrigadicr Gcucnd Frederk.l{ 1\1. Harris. 

1·ask .l:'orce llarri~ a r r ived in Marseille, !"ranee ou 
Petl!n:tbn 8, 1944 ~tnd after a few days in a it:l~io.g :·1re:i. 
moved b~ road and rnil to Camp d'Obcrhoffen, Fr:mce 
locate-d about widwlly bNwef'n Colma r a n d 
SMrtgutmllies. lly the t nd of Occcmbcr 1944. Tnsk 
Force fl':,jrris W:!S dislJa ud<'cJ and till (lirec reWrutots 
were n."a$signcd to ,•ariouf. di-visions of the (i" Army 
G1·oup. Tht 253"' was att:u.-hed fo the 44'" I nfanfry 
Oh'1slon in Sarrcguemlnes-Riming ar-e.a; the 254• was 
att.:lc.bed to the y• 1nr:mtry O h·isiou in the Colm:\r 
Area, an d the 255" was attac.hed to the 100"' lnfantry 
Division oear Bitrhe. 

T hus th<' lhrc-e rt~iments. se.parat.td froo.1 1be 63,. 
Infantry Ojvisioo c.ootrol were dc~lincd to umkt· their 
O\\ n hi;lory u nlil reunited with the Di\'isloo in Mid• 
Fcbru:'u')' l94S. 

From m id•Februat)' 1945 until the end of the wur, the 
63" lnfnntry Dh•ision made a path of B/o(}d a,id Fire 
from Sarrcgutmi11es throo~h the Siegried I .ine to 
Worms, },bonbeiw. Heidtlbcrg, Cuuzburj! and 
ending in l,andlhtrg, Genuan~· at th('tnd of April 1945 
when t11e d iv-ision wa.s 1>uHecl from the l ine fo r a muc.h 
needed rest. 
By war's end Division units had partkipa.ted in three 

(3) b:1ttle campaigns and its lufan tr}' Rc-gim<'ll(S had 
been a,Y-arded seven (7) Distinguished Unit Awards 
(Now known ns Presidential u·nit <:it:ition~) and fl 

French C.:roix de G uerre with pitlm. 
During tbt' pl·riud of 0('tt.•rubtr 1944 IO ~b~• 1945 the 

division suffo1·cd over 1.000 killed, wore than S,000 
,Younded, over 1,000 m i~:,. ing in action, 63 cnpturtd hy 
the enemy and o,·cr 4,000 non-battle- casualties. 
Oh·ision forces capturt'U ov<•rll,000 eueruysold.iers. 
I n Septc.mber 1945 the Blood u11d Pire d.i, •.ision was re­

staffed with " high point men» frMn other d iv isions, 
r eturned to the lJnit('d States on Se1>teUJber 29. 1945 
and in:u:lh·att.~d. 

The- 63,. Infantry l)M~ion came bocl~ to lifo In :\larch 
of 1952 when it was :=irtivated in the Los A n_g(;)c;,5, 
Califorufa :u·t~1 :-ls a R C$erve Division. T he d ivi.\ ion was 
de.nc.tlvated again. in Dec.ember 1965, only lo return to 
life a:i:-tin as the 63'* t:S Ar-my nesen·t Command in 
.Feb1113t'Y 1968. 

Duri.o~ the period after dt·11dh ·a t i1u1 iu 196S and 
r-eactiv:ition i n 1968. elem cntS nf t h e: 63" 
Reinforceme.otTraining Unit~ (!(I CJ) became in,•ol'°ed 
in the .\il~lffing of thl° :--la1iom1I Rifle ~b(clles in C~lllJ> 

•CO"l(TU.l;"[ l)ONPA(:J: lfl 
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l'erry. Ohio In the Sprin g of 1966, The 6J" RTl' along 
\\ilh pt'nonnl'I from fht Olhtr l ~.AN dhi~.iollll Yoa, 
t:uk,•d 10 ~,arr lhe Nation11I IUtle Ma1ches i11 IIC'u of 
their l"o 11ocek, of Annu-11 Adhe OulJ. All rtsen ·e 
membrrsot,h,suppon tkmeol \\tred~iJ,tnatC'd ll) lbe 
r,3·• Oh· Jt'flJ RcscrV"e ~111wor1 lhUaliun and ,,·ere 
placed under rllt tonu:u2ud of :a 6J"' Ril" officn who 
d isplAyNI 1h1: 63'' lnfunrry Dhi~ion cc,lon, In the 
llatt:.liou's I fei:1dquarten. 

In 1961. thl' 63.,. IITl ~:as a~ein ni~l..l'd -nilh the 
ntis,ton of 11ro,idl11g sup1>or1 rn the 1':Hiouul Rine 
,f:ltchtll: in C:uop Perr). Ohio and 1;:.ain ~:as av .. igntd 
~1>011_\:ibility of c-ommand for all rtstrH c:omroneul 
clemcnu in the sup1>orl unit. As In 1966, the )Upport 
ek'mtnt w,,•a> commanded by a 63 ... RTL vffi«r end thl' 
colon Yoen.• 11gain dlsplay('d l.11 the llUl•11nrr c1emeni 
h<':i!.d4lU:lrh.'r". 

In 1963 ,.:ltb tht form11ion or the 63 .. l S \rm~· 
Rtstr,·e Conunand1 the 1n U m 1) ln:ictiv~led and the 
6.1'" I nfantn· Oh·bion colors ""ft' mnwd o,u lo the 
63 .. t tS .\rmy Restn t"("ommand. (63'• AKC0'1) 

T iu• 63"' AltCOI\I •·mbraced C1lifornin.Arbo1u1 snd 
r-;c,•da and " ·as 111:1.de HP of Combat St-nicf' ud 
Comhol ~e,vicc Su1)por1 u nits :uu l Ollt' lnuk ball!llion. 
Durini: Oc:tl'rl Shltld ant.I Ueserl Storm 22 units or 
ARCO)t "ttt mobili:1.ed. four1ttn (14) oflht'i.t units 
were tlc-p lo) rd to ~a udiA1':1bio.. 

In April 1995. fhl" t nhtd Main j\rm~ R~ent 
Command. In rrspons(• to a dcu\11.si14:d for<'l' a nd 
n.'tlcfl11ed rnh:d ou. :moounct.'1:1 i1' ll'lrJ!""' rtali5:11mcnl 
i.n drradn.. A)C a l'ts:ult th~ 6.,_\,. ws..s once again re­
desii:;n~led, this time as tht US Army fiJ~ .Re1:ion:1I 
Sup1>ort C'on,m:a.nd (RSC). lts ~cognphk bouudari~ 
W-frt rtali,:ncd to conform "ith the st:indnrd frdtral 
distl'ict ub11en1cd hr t he h.•J:cra l Emergency 
\1:amtgement Ag«'ncy ( t-'t .\L\) und othtr io,tnnnt-nl 
agtnrirs. ·1 bi!i Qf\\ •lignmcnt will l1t'lp tht· 63' ' Mtpporl 
naturnl d.is:1lllCr~ :ind ollwr rtaio11:il crhr, much mort 
quK'~I~. 
T he 6J .. RS C's nrnin mhtdon" ill ('0Hliuut' to IJc tha t of 

pnwlcHug corubal ,;upport :and tomh:111 support fO unit~ 
durini: dc1>loymen1~; ro suppo.r1 lroup projcctlon.s by 
filling i n ror rlt~J>loying :iclin• 1roo1>s: 1.11·n,ridin,: porl, 
r:iil and othtr tra1hporblloo supfit)rt: :and acl 1) lhc 
miiJ1lng bll11t• during full mobili1.:Hfon, TIit 6.l .. lHU 
com111t1nd and con1 rol or Qpprol.imatt l) 14,000 )old ien 
in approxim:utl.y 140 u.uib in lhf Statn ofC•tifornia, 
Arll(ma irnd ~c,11da, \\ith obligalion to control 
bUdjZ.ClS, 111~11:ige ,upplit'S :md pn,, ldt ptr«innt'I 
.sup1,on and J'lfannine. 1u 1tddition 1he6 l"1 RSl has the 
incr<:tm•d rt•~poo$lbility rn support fhc m;\jur ,·csen•e 
com1u11ndi loc:tled "1th in h s bound:l.ri~"). including tht 

• co1n1sUED t'ltO~I ••A(;t 11 

91"' Oh'ision (Eurtl.st). 104• 01,·l.slon ( Institutional 
t'ra.inlng) and the 31"' Support Com numd (Corps), 
~up 11ort inc lude:,. res.ource aod logistic msoa~cmcnt, 
p-tnonne1 fun«ioM, rtal prope-rl) m:101gemrnt, and 
rtjth>n:ll plannin~ rdared to rttllitar y s up1,or1 of dviliau 
authorities. 

I n 1003 the command "•• r t-dnignatc.-d a~ rhe 63 ... 
Rei,:,ion:d Rcocf iness Co nmrnnd (RRC), 

Tht 63.,. RRC i, cwnntly <"0mmanddl b) \lajor 
Cenentl Rob~ti 8. Oitcnl)t~ and is hcadq uartcr~d in 
Leh AlaruHo~, CaUfornia. 'fhe 63,. R RC (Ootinues lo 
1u.pport Ac-tin Army mission, bolh forirign 211d 
domtuic, i11cludl11g p11rticipa1io11 111 the peace 
impltwent:11lon furce i:.n Bosnia and the conflict in Iraq. 

TIit World War n HICr&.n!i of the 63 .. ln(:tnlr) 
DMiclon are proud Gr11ndpfJ.rt'll/.'f of the men and 
women of the 63,. RRC. 1 ban.b to tb.osc " ho strn our 
nation 1oday, and ror ket>plng tbc flloqd and Firealiw. 

Jt i,i expecttd tha t the c.urr~nt or2ani:1.atlon ~ill be rt,,, 

desi,:oated In 2008 as the 63 .. Regional Rtttdine.ss 
Su ~rthlmtnf Command suid s tationed nt Mo ff ell fie ld, 
caurornia. 

DIVISIONORGAN17.ATION: 
2S3~ I nfanlry Rtglmenc 
254"' ln.faocr y ReiJmr nt 
2SS1

' lnfan1ry RtgJmeot 
71S- field Artillery Battalion (155 mm) 
861"' J.'ield Artillery Rathtlion ( I 05mm) 
862" f ie-ldAnilltry Rana.lion (105mm) 
863~ Fkld Artillery BaU•llon (1 O~m ru) 
63'' K~onulilissancr T roop. )1ech::wiL.ed 
?63 .. EnginttrComba.t Battalion 
363,. ).1ed1cul 8attAllt>n 
63·• Countt.,..l11td1ig,eocc Deucbment 
763'• Or dn :tnre Llg h r Msi n h •n a nce-

Company 
63 .. QuarttnnuttrCompaey 
563,. Signal Co mp11ny 
63"' MiUtary Polict Platoon 
Htadqua.rttrs: a.11d Hendqua.r1trs Company. 

63"' l nfanh'V Oivblon . ~ 

8-eadquarttn and Hn.dquarttl"I 8alltry. 6J 
DhlrlonArtllltry 

BtadquarCers Spctlal Troops 
63 ... lnfan1ryDh·i1lonBand 
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OE'IACHM~:NTS - DIVISION UNITS ATTACHED 
TO OTHER UNITS: 

254"' Infantry to 3'' lnf:.rntry Oivbiou -
D«:to.tber 2K, 1944-February 9, 1<:>.-5 

255., Infantry to 100" lnfantty Ui\•ision 
Oet•.,~mbcrll , 1944 - Jaouary 19, 1945 

253,.j lnfantrr to 44111 l nfant rv Dh'ision 
OeceD.lb~r31, 1944-f~e-bru:1ry6, 1945 ~ 

255,. Infantry co 44" Infantry Di\'Mcm -
Janua1)' 19. l !,145-f+cbruarr 6, 1945 

2S4'' Infantry to 100'" lnfautr·y J)h-ilion -
February 9, 194!ii - Fth runry 17.1945 

63"' Division A rHllcl')' to 45• Infantry Division -
March 24, J945- Marth31.1945 

2'"' On, 254" Tnfantr)' to 6" Army Group -
.March 31, 1945-April S, 1945 

2"' n,,, 253'0 (nf:a_ntry to 35•• AA.<\ Br i~itde­
ApriJ 16~ 1945 - April 20, 1945 

Down 1l1.emory Lane 
by.8obAndt!r.,,,,,. H 1J5 

On April 7, 1944 (?), :n Cmupnu)' ad\':1.oced throuc,h 
Berlicben ~en. M) 1 platoon was in the le:id :.is we chased 
the enemy out of the wood.ii, hut wt wtr<' pinned down 
by a nrncbine ~uu. _From lu:hind us1 Lt. Viehl t;11m1• wilh 
a mach.lne gun crc,w. He pointed to a spC1t1 tht• tripod 
went down~ the gun w:1s :,ttached~ the bullet belt wa.s 
att:,chtd :\1HI i11 S<'<'ond~ they were firing across Lhe 
Ocld and !lilenced the enemy fire. Wtscontt:d nhc-o.d,set 
up our d cftnse for the uig.bt and seWed dowu \\'Ith our 
f<.rations. rt was getting dark when T Vtas lold to report 
to Ute company commande.r. The lieutenant had ~n 
acrfal of lhe area. A ud )·bowed me a map of where wt. 

were :.ind whl'rl' he w;,ute-d my squad to lend t he 
company. T was al~o told that ,,ur p latoon le.ader had 
bccu wou nded tbatd:ty s1) I.t. V1ehl would be with us as 
ph, toou leader. 'fhl.'n' w('re crossroads and firebreaks 
:1nd so with my sc-ouO lead ing the \vay, we adnneed, 
coundng the roads uod bn'Uks to keep tnu;k of whc·rc 
we were. 1 n a few hours, we were overlo-0ki11~ Oul' 
destin:tticm. Tbt.~ othet platoons wen~ ~l't1t to secui"-e the 
town. Their ~)J't.seoce was a comf>ktt surprise to the 
Germans and so they surrendcr(':tl without ::i lig ht. Lt 
Viehl th :mkerl th<: .s11uad for a job weU done. lk called 
me Sgt . l tl~d b in, 1 would like the stripes, but he 
chuckled and sa1d Utat he d id noc think there would be 
any more promoHons from uo,,•oo. 

II 

Oops! 
I Goofed!! 

F,,11<>wing are rorrt-cliQ11sfor the ''goofs" 111ilde in the 
February 2008 issm:Qftlle 8/Qod ,md Fire. 

The I art day ofrhe2001l n :u nion is on August 24, and 
uotAui usl 25. 

Bill S-.,ott.'s telephcmc nuwbe1· listed with the Board 
of l)ircr.for,; is iner,r~t-t. Tb:1t n umbt.·r should be 815· 
1$95-3967. 

Ou pa~e fotu\ in Celebration of Life, ,Joseph .J. 
Mazel dltd A11gu~t 23, 2007. llis last name wat spelled 
incorrc.Cll_yand lht)'C:"ll'Ofhis-deatb was not co,·rer.t. 

Tht R:lt R:u:.t', fc:iturtd in tht No•.,.eoo.btr hsue-of tbt 
Bfootl a11d Fire was not W'l'itten by Hal O'Neill. Who is­
fbe author? 

On 1>age 13 of the February issue of the. Bfood and 
Fire, Happy Annive1·sary column, did not bave the 
c.omplete informaticm for Margo and Rill Shier. Their 
wedding annh·(•i·sMy is May 21 and tl1ey were married 
in 1949. [\'CO their ht!'it 1uune was spelled inr.orrccOy! 
Sorry :shout th:u! 

Wiley N"c\,rman is listed ari dct.·<.'astd in Cclt.bration 
of Life und be- is very much alive! He called me :md 
vcrHied this. 

Helen and Ed,~n Sn1ith1 ENG 263, were- murrit.~d 
M:ty 9. 1948, ' f his information missed being printed io 
the :.1.unh1ttsllry colum n. 

My Comforting Formula 
ByJim,r1yBu1t,A.$6.(' PA Rn. 

It w·:u while J was under a siege of shtlling thnt I came 
up wirb my c.omfortiug for"mufa. I knew that due to 
weather, wincl, powdtr coodjtil)n,;, etc, that artillery 
p rojectiles t:tJ) , ,:iry as: muc.h as five yards left to right, 
and 20 yafdS o,·er or short. That's 40 ~ IO or 400 sg, 
\lards. \'tt T occupied: iu tn)' foxhole, only about h,·o 
yards. Thcrefort, 400/2=200; $0 my odds of uot being 
hit were 200 ro 11 ! Yt:ry comforting thought n hen the 
3bcllsal'e flying!! 

Wlv 1/() bank.._,; charge a fee on ;i;n,uffidr.n1 ftwds" 1,t,.ht11 
1/ley JmQt1• thuo~ ur~ m, jimds? 

Why do('~·,1 ·t glu~ $lick 10 tl1e bottle ? 
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fNfJIANAPOLfS MAHR/OTT EAST -317-352-1231 

The lndhmapoli.s Marriott ls located at 7202 East 215t Street Judiaoapolls, IN 46219. Please con1acf the Hotel ~ 
directly fol' ac.curate drh•ing direction~. At the Marriott you will disc.-o,·er a rare blend of c:ltga.nt decor, .. 
midwtth-rn hospit:dit>', and exceptfona.l fac lliUcs nnd services. 'rhe1·e are 255 ~uc-st rooms, which ,~c~ completely 
remodeled in 2001. The Hotel is j ust st~ oillesfrom dO\\nt(lwn, ten minutes "ii tbt ll1h:rstate.AU attrncdons & the 
airpor t are easily accCHihle due to ltotl'I p roJ.imity fO lntcr"'tates J -70 & 1-465 on the east side. There arc-Indoor • 
and outdonr pools, a health club, sau.ua, whirlpool. and c:tcrcisc room. Vale-t and dry deauin:; services, safoty ·. 
depo.slt botcs, in-room iron/ironing board. and morning C-OnlJ)1imcntary f.Offee in the lobb)" are ju.st a few of the. 
services offered for hotel ~ue.sts' com'cnience. Holcl par king is free :lnd ample. Check-in time is 4:00pm and 
chtc.k-out is 12:00ooon. The hotel offers handicapped ace1:ssible :md nonsmoking rooms, which a re based on 
availabilily. Please request these special accommodation$ whtll making your rcser,,ati,,n. l ndr Steak & Hib. 
stn•e5 American cuh.ine for b reakfast, Ju nth, anct d in ner In a cordial environment tbat Invites relaxation. Room 
sen-ice is available. 

Carrie Limousine Service pro,'ides Shuttle Scn1ec to and from the hotel. Please. call (317) 241-7100 for 
Information and n .senations. The current fare ls S31.00 per J>Crson one way, prices are subjt.>Ct to change. They 
arelof11tcd olltside of the baggage claim arts at the airport. 

RV parkJng Is allowed for r:uests of the hotel. There are no hookups on the premises. lnclfauapulis KOA 
Catupgrourid Is appro,:-imately ten m inute.,; froru tile Indianapolis Marriott. For information, please call (317) 
894~1397. For reservations, plca\ic caU l..S00-562-0531 at least a umnth. in :.1drance. Jndi:tnaJ>olis KOA is loc.:attd 
at 5896 West200 ISorth Gre.enflcld, TN 46140. 

Should you need to 1•ent a whctltha ir fortl1e r(•union. ScootArouud rt>nts both manual and powerwhec.-1 chairs by 
the day :rnd Wl>ek. Plctise ei.ll their toll free n um ber at (888) 441 -?575 for details, All prices quoted include 
delive ry ftt.s, 

vc-ndors, Schedule-.s, and Prices an sulJj~ct to change. 

·-- - CUT l lERF. ,\NO MAlL TO 1liE HOTET~------- ----··- --

63rd INFANTIIY OIVIS!Oi\" ASSOCIATION - HOTEL RESERVATION FORM 

REUNION f>,-1:l"ES: AUGUST 20-24, 2008 

NAME SHARINGIIOOMW/ 
ADllll""RS"'"S,---- --- --- - - - - - - -====:""'z""1P"" _-:_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-
TEL. NUMRliR( ~IARRIOITUONOREDGllliSTCAJU> #,===,.-----
ARIIIV,\I,DAT£, _ _ ~ ---:-Al'l'ROX. TTilfE== =-::-:- lll::l'ARTURE DATE 
#OFROOMS #OFPEOPLEINRM. l¼'IDICAP ACCESS SMOKING' _ ___ _ 
NONSMOKING KINGBE·D ___ B-KDS ___ If room~ requested is not ;n•ailable., 
nearest room type will be assigned. 
RATR:S94 +tax (cur-ret1tly 15%). Rate honored 3 day~ hcfore/aftet official i:eu.o.io.u dales, ban'(( on naUability. 
CUTOFF JJAT,1/; 07/17/08,Afterthis dnte, rtscrvations will be prnce-ssed ou spac~ & rate an1.ilnhHit~•. 
CANCl:.'LLATIQN POL/CY; Deposit i~ refundable if rrsen•ar-ion h c-anctded by 6p,u on you.- :trri"Val day. All 
reserv:;aUon~ n:aust be guaranteed by credit card or fir5t ui~bt's deposit enclosed. 

_AMEX __ DINERS VISA _ MASTERCARD __ DJSCOVEII 

CllEDITCARD ,'IOMBER _ ___ _ _____ ________ EXP.DATE _ _ _ 

SIGNATl.:RE(reg>rdlessofpaymcntmethod) 

MaU to: Indianapolis Marriott, 7202.tast 21st Street, Indianapolis, IN 46219, "* Attn: Reservations•• 
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TOUR DESCRIPTIONS 
CITY TOUR 

'fbursd:c\y, Augu st 2 1 

13 

Board bus for a driving tour oflndianapolis, home to the Amtric,,n Legion since 1919 and tht? Amat{'ur Sports 
C ,1p it~ of t h('. \ Vor ld . The profcssi<m;1J j:!,uide.s wi.11 jtive you :ln informed nar ration of the past and p rtse.nt ns you 
ride by the Stale l fou.sc. tbt RCA. Dorne (home of the- 2-007 SuptrbO\\'I Cham1>s), Lucas Oil Stadium (t he Colt'$ 
fu ton> home), irnd MerJdfan Stree4 whcl'I! tht: C ov<'rnor's mansion is loca ted . Also see the Ind ian:\ World War 
Memorial t h:11 pays Mrnagc to the. lndi.an:.l men killed in Worltl War I, World \Var U, Korea, and Vie.tn:nu. Ab o 
located there is the Mtd aloflJonor Memorfal.A~mp w"ill be mnde.a t the Scottish R.iteCatbedral,judged in its1:arly 
d.ay!i by the JnterualioualAssociation ofArchitl't rs to btoneof the most beautifu l h uildings in tht \\Orld. Enjoy frtc 
lime nnd lunch on your owo :it Cirde Center MaU. Proceed to the Indianapolis Motor Spee-dway Dall of Fame 
Muse.u m wirh one of the world's h\rg~t and most v:sried collcdions of racing, dit.ssk , and a.1l1ique passenger car:s. 
See thirty-two Indy "5001' winning cars on rlispluy und ,·ic•w tbt. half~bour mm d epktioi;: the hidory of the track. 
For an extra charge you m uy board Ute Speedway buses for a spin :1round th<: traek (wenther an d race se.lledule 
permitting). 

9:00am board bus, 3 :30pm back at hotel 
$42/Person Includes bus, guide. and ad mission. Lu nch on yo ur own. 

CONNER PRAIRIE 
Friday,Aug11st 22 

Today we'll Jean the 21 st century behind.Arrive at Conner J>rairie, a. li,;-in~ bislory museu m. The first stop is t he 
th e:itcr fo r an introduction and short filro.I:ojoy ~ bo~cd lunch at Tbt Eatery. Conner Pr airie's R<.-sbturao t, bcfort 
h\.<:ginnin g your tour of the re-created 18~6 piOn<'l't vilfoge. You'U be able to chat with the d octor, the, innkeeper. the 
b l3cksolith or th e baker about Life-, reli,iion, or politic$ of their dny. Don't mj.ss the Pioneer Ad n:ntllre a rea, when 
you can try your b:rnd a t 19th century activities such as candle d ipping, wc.al-·ing, or barn dancing! Visitors may 
e.boose to tou.r tbe histor ic c~tatt of William and £1.ixabeth Conner fo r an :lddilional eharj!.e. Tbe n\inin.mm for this 
tour is SO ptc,plc. 

J 0:30:tm board bus, 3:00pm back at hotel 
$59/Person includes bus. guide. lunch. a.nd admission. 

»,.;.,.~,. a,id g11idegrumitle.'i a.re n()t included in the tour prices. 
Please pion t() be a, tltc bus boarding area at h•ast Jfre mi11utes prit)r It) the s-e.hedi, /ed time. 

All trip;,· require u mir,imum of thirty people, m1/e,,.i otfrer"'·ise stat~d. 

CANC1il,l,tJTION ,J,YD RJ::F/JNP l'QJ.ICY FOR Afl,lfED FORCES REUNIONS. INC. 
For attend ee$ canceling reunion a.c-li\"ides J>rlor to rhe cut-off date, Armc-d F(lrtes Reuuioos, lne. (AFN:) shall 
procw a full 1·efuod less t he non-rcfundabl<' AFR ~istration fee ($7 per ptrson). Attendees ca.nceling reunion 
acth'itics after the eot-otT d~•«e wilJ t,~ r~fum.htd to the fullest e.s:tent that AFK's vend or c-omnlitm('llts and 
guarantees will all()w

1 
le.ss the non-refu ndable AFR registration fee. CancclJa tions will only )Jc taken )'louday 

through Friday from 9 :00iun uu(il 5:00pru East.em Standard Timt'. e x.d uding holidays. Plea~e c:1II (757) 625-6401 
to cancel reunion :t('.tivitics and obtain a eanccllntioo co(fr. Rt•funds p roce)'.sCd 4-6 weeks .-ner reu nion. Ca.oceling 
your hotel mer,·~tioo do-es not cane-el yourrc-union :-ltriviries. 

. CQSTINUEO ON l'AClt J• 
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Tour descriptions ••• 
Til\'IELl~E 

CITY TOUR 
Augustll 

9:00 - Bo:ird bus for a driving tour of 1nd.iannpolis • PIC:.lSC be s ure 10 indud(~ time a t the Medal of Honor 
Metnorial. 
12:00 - L uu<:h on you r 0l\n and frtttim~ atC in:lcCenter .l\iall. l'leaseoffersuggestions for lunch. 
1:30 - Rebo;1:rd bu$ fo,· lndfa,uapoli.s .Motor Spc~dway Htt.ll or Fa(ne Musi.mm. Plt:asc pro\'jde detniJs for those 
~·:1nt.ing to bo:ai:-d tbeSpcedw:iy b uses for a spin nround the track (weather and raccsch cilulc permitting). 
3:00- Rc,:,oard bus to rt:cum to the hotel by ~:30pm. 

CON1''ER PRA TRIE 
August 22 

10:30 - Board bus for Conner Prairie. 
11 :00- Arrive at Conner'f>rairll'. 
U :30- Enjoy a lunC'b at the Eatery. 
l2:30 - Tou r tbe re-created 1836 pioottr,•illage. 
2:30- Reboard bus toretu.rn to tht: hotel by 3:00pm. 

Bed check Charlie 
By Hui O'Neil~ 8J"t Slgnul 

T h e Normand}' in\:asfon had nrnssh·t :lir ('Over t hat 
dorninattd th<' ikie.~ by d:1y. JI:ach evening aftc1· dark, a 
Gero.uu.1 rtcon ai.rcrafl appt;lrtd h) tak<• µhotu s. Ou a 
clear nig ht, the p lane woo.Id swoop i.o :1od ou1 q uk.kly. 
hoping to avoid our fighter sircran. On cloudy night1-, 
the German pilot would dod~I." in and out of the clouds. 
Bed Check Char lie w.:is the nfokoaw<·- the C.L 's u!lc.-d 
aod we guessed th:1t ii was lbe samt· plane every night. 
Each time the p lane a111u:~ortd) a harrogc of anti­
airc raft guns opc.ned op, fiJli n,:t the niJ:.!IH \,ith tra(trs 
~nd moking lifc intensting forourfighter))ilots. 

\Vhal i:,:oes up must come do,"n, so we alJ wore ou.r 
helmets and some. got under trucks. J ne.v-er s1h\'" (he 
German p l:me get hit :-ts it fl ew from doud to ( loud. 
One nig ht the u nit next to us found a Germ an t1·i1>od 
mouuted. li14ltt uuu:hiuCl(:Ull willt :u n mo. When C har lje 
appe:1.red, they opened up n.nd odded their tracers to 
the nig ht Sky. 'f he Germans used a diffel'('nt <'Ofor 
trnctr than the Amtricans and the Division l)efense 
Plaloou of lhe Oh·isiou Headquarters Company 

assumtd th l'lt the Germans h11d infiltra ted our lines. 
Wh}' t he Gtr'nHlns would .iboot at tlwir own Jllane did 
not giYe them 1>ause.. A jeep ro=-rt·d lhrou~h uur area 
(o\, in;.: a 37nuu c:u-woo, u :suaU.y referred lo :."IS the 
popgun and lrnd not bctn used s ince we funded. 
\Vhi1-tlcs blew, officers yelled, ::tnd sleepfo_g G.I. 's awoke 
confused by au the up roar. Fo1-t11natd}'~oo on<' wassbol 
:wd tbc- Gtnuau phml' dis.appeared. No Germans were 
found on the grouJ)d aod we all went buck to~Jcep. 
'f he nut morning I went to an unused foxhole to dump 

ration ltft-o,·ers, and there in the h<>le was tb.e Genu~u 
Hg.hi machine jtuu, I look ou t Ute bolt and threw it far 
away. Then I filled in the fox.hole. Wh}"t Becnuse no one 
would g,M in frout.11l' and the inddent wou ld l)e 
fo rgon<'n, 
Uesides, i i was all B<-d Check Charlie's f:1ult. 

In Evanston, llliuois, if is u nlawrut (o chaoge cJoLbes 
"WJe inside " c.a r with the c.urtains drawn, c:xcc:11t 
during a fir<: . 
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63RD INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION 
AUGUST 20-24, 2008 

INDIANAPOLIS MARRIOTT EAST 

Wednesday, August 20 

2:00pm • 7 :00pm - lleunion l{cgistration Open 
l:00pm - lllstory Room open duriui;: lbt· duration of the reun ion 

Uinntr (HI your own 
7:00pm - 11 :00pm ~ "Meet Your Duddit.~s Rtttption " ,\;th cash bar-1 suaeks, :rnd soft li,;tcning m u.ilk-

Thursday, August 21 

8:00am - 3::l0am - Reunion Registration Open 
9:00:un • 3:301mi - Cl TY TOUR (description ro11o-ws) 
4:00pm - 5:00pm - R eu1Jion R"gistrt1tion Open. Addili<urnl bour"S \viii be posted a t lht rcunfo11, if ntcess;1ry. 

Mtet your Buddies H.c11<ly Room opeo 
6:00pm - Cash 6ar 
7:00pll\ • 10:00pm- Group Dinner and entcrfuinmcnt 

Friday, August 22 

8:00am - 10:30::uu- Board of Oirectors' Meetin2 
10:30:HU • J:00pm- CONNER PR.AlRft(descripticm folJO\t• s) 

Meet your Huddics Ready Room open 

Saturday, Augu.~t 23 

9:30am . J I :J 0am - Women 's Social to i.nclude a Cootineu1:i.l 
9 :30a111 - 12;00pm - Break fast Men's Business Mt:e.ting 
1:30pm - 2: 151,m Memorial Senk~ 
6:00po.1 - 7:00pm - CaSb Har Reception 
7:00pm - 11:00pm - Banquet btgins. followed by d :rndng 

Su11dav, August 24 

F:irewells and departures 

15 
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63rd Infantry Registration 

Moy 2008 
August 20 • 24, 2008 • INOIANA.POUS, IN 

Li$h1d below are all registration. tour. a.nd meal costs for the reunion. Please cnlc r how many pooplo will be partic ipating in 
each event a nd total tM i mount. Se nd th.i t .imol•nt payable to ARMED FORCES REUNIONS, INC. i1, lhe form of check or 
money order. Your cancelled check will serve as your eonflrmauon. Returned checks will be charged a $20 fee. You may al.so 
regl s-ter on line t,nd pny by credit c,c1rdat www,armedforoesreuoions.comJG31nf. All Mgistration forms and payment& must be 
received by mail on or before July 17, 2008. After t h3t date, rc.scrv-,tiont. will be accepted on a space avaUable basis. Wti 
suggest you make ~ copy of this formbeforo mail ing. Please do not staple or tape your payment to thi~ form. 

Armed Forces Reunions, Inc . 
OFFICE USE O NLY PO Box 11327 

Check II Date Received Norfolk, VA 23517 -
ATTN: 63"' INFANTRY DIVISION Inputted Nametag Completed -=: 

S P ER #OF TOTAL 
CUT OFF DATE: JULY 1 7 2008 PERSON PEOPLE 

Join us In Indianapolis! Per 
REGISTRATION FOR 2008 REUNION Regislrauon 
/Widows of 63rd Vets do NOT have to nav the registration feel S 35 $ 35 
W EDNESDAY, AUGUST 20 ..... .. ...... .. .. ............................. 2:00pm - 7:00pm 
Reunion Registration 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20 ... .... .. .. .. ... ....... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..... 7:00pm - 11 :OOpm # attending 
Meet ,,.....,r Buddias~ Cash bAr1 snacks, soft listening music FREE FREE 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 21 . .. .. .. .. .. ......... .. 8:00am • 8:30am & 4:00pm • 5:00pm 
Reunion Renistration 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 2~ . .. .. .. ... .... .. ...... .. .......... .......... ... 9:00am • 3:30pm 
CitvTour $42 s 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 21 • 

8~ti ~~ NNER (ciiici<eN Picci\ti<i.:::: : ... ::. . : : :. ::::.. : : ::::.lbi°t,;'. · 1 ~~cf.,~ S28 , S 
FRIDAY AUGUST 22 BOARD MEETI NG ............................ 8:00am . 10:30am 

' FRtnAV, AlJGU-ST 2-~ ........ 
Conner Prairie 

....... .......................................... 10:30am . 3:00pn, 
S59 s 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 2~ 
MEN'S BUSINESS MEETING ................................................ 9:30am • 12:002!11 ,-SATURDAY, AUGUST 23 # anendlng 
WOMEN 'S SOCIAL JMJ.,d""'C,o~l ~6~ &11M6.ffl~1f ..•• 9:30am-11:30am FREE FREE • 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 23 
MEMORIAL SERVICE IN HOSPITALITY ROOM .......... , ............ 1:30om-2: I 5 nml 
SATURDAY (EVENING), AUGUST 23 
COCKTAJL PARTY CASH BAR. .. ... .... ...•.•......•.. ,., ... ,., ..... 6:00pm - 7:00pm 
DINNER/DANCE (Assigne<I Seating) ........ ... ........ ........... 7:00pm - 11:00pm 

P,~ ~floose yoc,.-
Prime Rib S 36 $ '"'''"" ,,,,,, u.., 

-- S{lrutd~ B• nquft~ Gri!IE"d Salmon S36 $ 
_§_RA NO TOTAL du• to Ar med Forces Reunions, Inc. ' $ 
NAM~ ________________ ,NICK NAM~ ___ ____ uNm co. ____ _ 

SPOUSE NAME _______________ GUESTNM.!S:$, ______ _ 

STREET ADDRESS, ________ _ _______ FIRST TIME A:rTENOEE? I YES 11 NO 

CITY, ST. ZIP _____________ _____ PH. NUMBER.=.,=) __ ·==c--
MUSTYOU BE LIFTED HYDRAULICALLY ONTO THE BUS WHILE SEATED I N'fCUR WHEELCHAIR i,1 ORDER TO 
PARTICIPATE IN BUS TRIPS? 0 YES J NO (PLEASE NOTE THAT WE CANNOT GUARANTEE AVAILABILITY). 

EMERGENCY CONTACT _____________ ___ Pfl. NUl•BER ( ___ )_ ··----

For refunds and cancellations, p!ease refer to our poHc!es outlioed al lhe bottom of the reunion program. 
CANCELLATIONS Will ONLY BE TAKEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 9:00orn-S:OOpm EASTERN TIME (excluding 
holidays). Ca11 (757) 625-6401 to cancel l'eunion activities and obta'n a canoellation code. Refunds processed 4-6 
weeks after ceunl(ln. 

Register onllne and pay by a-edit card at www.armedforc:esreunions.com/63inf 
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P(lst Presidents 
1950: Frtd :\I. Harris 
1951: Lester ;'lfoel 
1952: Ed Cro1.1in 
J953: .Jerry Rollc.t1.btrt: 
1954: Tom .l::loctor 
1955: Robert Cs,passo 
1956: .Hm Smith 
1957: Pr:rnk E..~s:linger 
1958: Gil St('VCOS 
1959: Charlie Wea,,cr 

1960: Ed Sw.liv•u 
1961: Al D elll.iss 
l96?: Jerry Ro.~cnhcrg 
1963: Gerry Davidson 
1964: Ch~1rlie. Be•"•er 
1965: GrnntSiounonds 
1966: ·t.d \"V itt 
1967 : Ed SulU-\'an 
1968 : Ueniard Rroc1ks 
1969:Jerry .Da,•idsc)n 

1970: \ViUiam Martin 
1971: Jr,•inSchlocker 
1972: F..d Musia l 
1973: Ol\l Conroy 
1974: Phil l_,.aChnnct 
1975: Irvin Schlocktr 
1976: ,rohn Dehn 
1977: Charlie Stewart 
1978: Ed Fowle 
1979: Nile Douglas 

1980: E.rvln Yarbrou,g,h 
1981: Joe \!<Elroy 
1982.: Irvin Schlocktr 
1983: rrviu S<:blucker 
1984: Nate Spiegal 
1985: Arch Ffamhlcn 
198(,: Charlie Stewan: 
1987: Ma~ Froberg 
1988: "Gooe" Rombach 
1989: .lohn Snnt.angclo 

t 990: Hao k Gteenberg 
1991: Albert J. Conti 
1992: ,Joh n S!lntangelo 
1993: Fred Hal,,.erson 
l994: Thomas Cb3tham 
1995: Harry Woh·erton 
1996: GencS1u1gnoll 
1997: Albert J. Conti 

• 

1998: Harold Specktnr 
1999: £,d ward 1-'owk 

2000: Albert J. Conti 
2001: Gt-oe S1>a~nli 
2002 : Martin Beer 
2003: Li:.onud Zimwerwan 
Z004: Albert J. Conti 
"2005: Martin ]i('('r 
2006: Leonard 2.Juunerman 
2007: Marsh Alleu 
2008: .Joh n Dietrick 

Secretary I Tre,isurer 

1950: €d l'bompsqn, scu·tfary 
Al \Vidmn, trc~\SUter 

19s 1: nob Leiding, sc<:retary 
Al \Vi.droer} treasurer 

1952: Henry .\1cl\allcy, S(';trttary· 
Gran t Shnouds, treasurer 

Q ne member was t'lecttd 1o,JJU the position of ·both 
9 fticescoml)incd from here on,jn: 

1953: Jerry Ros\'nburg 
1954: Tom Hac.tC1r 
1955: Hobert Cap.lSSO 
1956: Robert Cap:.l.sso 
1957: Robert C:.1l>asso 
1953: ltohert Cll(Ht$SO 
l.?59: Robert Cnpnsso 

1960: Ed WIit 
1961: "Rd Witt 
1962: Ed\Vitt 
1963:.EdWitt 
1964:EdWHt 
1965: id Witt. 
1%6:EdWitt 
1967: Cb:utie Weaver 
1968: CharLie Weaver 
1969: Charlie Wcove.r 

1970: Cb:irl.ie Weaver 
1971: Ch:irLie \\'eavcr 
1972: C:httrlic \\'envcr 
1973: Cb:irlie Weaver 
1974: C harlie Wnwr 
1975: Rd Witt 
1976:RdWltt 
1977:EdWitt 
1978: t:d W itt 
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- Letters and Opinions -
HUSBAND HAS PASSED 

T his is t<> iufonn you of th(' death on ~cl\'ember .29
1 

2007, ofruy busbnnd, Cl<·ment E. Oasth, who scn•ed iu 
E Compony, 253..i llegitm~nl. He re:td thoroughly 1hc 
/Jlood uud Fire, which J :rnd our son.s would lik(' to 
tontin uc 1(1 rect!lve~ I could never gC't him to do An oral 
history. but those monrhs in lbt sen·icc were life- long 
mcmorits. 

BROTHEil WAS 
ROBER.T\VELCH 

Bcccy l>axch 

I am m, A..ssoci:lt(' Meml,er :.lnd tht brother of Robert 
Wckh, who w::i,; awarded H1l• Silver Star duriu :,: World 
\\'sr I I. He nas in the R11gir11:er B:.ntolion ofthc63 ... 

Cto~<' E. WC'lch 

FATHER HAS PASSED 

T his i-. tn inform you that my fa thel', Harry 1-1. l:Jetk. 
1HtSStd away fl°ebruary 19, 2003. ALso, my motJ,cr, J~an 
.J. littk, passed away June. 19. 2007. My dad had bttn 
with the 63"

1
nivi,~ion originally stationed al Cami> Van 

Dorn. He me-I my mother there - she. W:lS working for 
the Red Cross • iu 1943. 'fhey marrf<,d in 1944 itnd h:ld a 
Ion;;, happy life 10gtthcr. They had thr<'t children and 
two grondi;ons. P l('Mtdi.st6ntinue his rutLHbt•rsbip. 

Jennie. He.ck 

DECEASED. 1AM N<)T! 

MY friend, Bob Frai~.siner, rcccnrlyaskc-d 63,. l>ivisioo 
Jti.storion Bill Sc6H, for n lii;t of the ori,::iual Quarter 
Ma~itrs th11t a.ssembled HI C amp Breddnrfdge fi nd 
whe n he 1·ecciwd fhe li.st. ootk .ed thoL T hod heen listed 
as being dect.ased Kovember 16. 1989, and" !tli member 
ofthe 98"' Dh'ision, in which I ue,·trscn ·ed! laru lodecd 
still alive and would :tpprecfate the corrtction being 
made. 

t\'like-HalJcrm:tnn 

AllTICLES INTERESTING 

I ha,1e betu impressed reeendy with the quality o f t ht 
8/tJod and Ffre. '.\'ot <mly is it a sour-ct <'lfinfonnatiou 
about the old rimtrs but 1·hc articles on war e:q1crit nce) 
art p:-ir-ticular ly inte,-est.iug. AJtJrnug h 1 b:,ve only btcn 
abll•to attend ouc medin:;:, l b:.l\'t' followed the progress 
of (be Ass1.1ci:ttion and reg ret th:..it I d id not learn of its 
esiste.occ when it was - fi rst formed. J am musl 
itppn·eiati\'e of tht• hard wol'k Urnl ) 'OU :and tht leaders 
do to keep lbiui::s g.oin~. l!le~1se ~\tecpt 1hc enclosed 
domtlion to help with C.\'l)Cn~c.~. 

William A. fillshury, 
Ol.,·ision Hcad11uarters 

WI DOW ENJOYS l\1AGAZINE 

I MU sending :t donation for you to Hlit" anywhere it is 
1)etdt'tl. Than.k you for liNuling the 63" matztt:r.inc. Hill 
enjoyed It nnd T rtud it too. Bill hns been dead fo r lhrec 
ycor$. 

Madelin<' L(l\'t kin 

HUSBAND PASSED IN 2006 

l\'ly husband, Ronald OonlaJ)= passed away 
Scp1cn1hcr 2006. Tie- wni; a life mtmber of the 
Association and enjoyed n~aJ.ini; the Blo0tl tmtf Fire. 
We wiss hirn. Enclosed ts a donoti1ln to help with 
cxpE:0Stf. 

DISCONTINUE 
FUTURE ~1AILINCS 

Doro(hyOu nlaJ) 

Please be advistd my husband, Wlllhun B11stwick
1 

passed .\ml) ' Ma~· 6, 2006. I am Mrry I d i<I not inform 
you sooner. Plu~e d iscontin ue any fulurc mailings. 

Jmm Rost\,ick 
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- Letters and Opinions -

PLEASE CONTINUE 
SENDING l\1AGAZINE 

I am sorl"y to h:wc to writc. this to )'OU, but my 
twsband, Lcsfrr1 pass.ed :iway nn ,lanuury 9, 2008. He 
had hccn ailing for quite some time-, been on d i:lly~is for 
::..lmost tbl'ee years, in addition to tauce.r and a bean 
:rnd diabetes prohlc:n,, You lliltlle i t - be had it! It was 
his ded!!,ion to s-to1> dialysis. He was st• Hrcd orit all, His 
qua Ht) ' c,f lifo hall bt(.omepractically nil, be was in 'i\1ch 
a wcake.ned conclitioo an d lh~\re was oo ho1>c for 
h:npro,•emcnL 

We bad celebrated our 61 • anniver~ary in Nove.mb~-r. 
bad lwo wonderful t h.iJdrcn an d two beautiful 
granddaughters so life bas been g.ood to us, 1 wou ld l ike 
Co coutinuert ce iving thc ntoml IJtrd Fire~ 

H arrict Sv,·a lhr Md 

WIDOW 
_l\llAKES CORRECTIONS 

L am the widow of Rob<'rt Le ~hlrbc and I ,vant to 
th1rn k you for sctil)g that l gt:t I.he Blootl und Fire. On 
p 1112e 4 of "Ce.ll"hr-ation of Life," Robert is listed !ls a 
member of (b.e 63,.. Oi••ision. C Cow.J):m y and tha1 is 
fncon-tct • .l:le was a 1nc111IJ(•r of G <.:o,:up any, whkh he 
ah,,ay . ..: said, ;."rt.en I pass away, please put uu my stoue 
'G Company 253.'" nohcrt was b uried in the New 
Great Lakes National Cemete ry in llolly, Michigan. 
The last Blood and Fire I rt.ceived was addressed to 
J une and my name is L ucillc, 50 pl~a.w make that 
c-or rtetion. I am 83 years (1ld nnd1 T and my c.h lfdren 
au d grnn dc:b.ild rcn will ccm lillue to 1•tad the /Uoml tmd 
Fire. 

Lut-illc Le.Marbe 

DONATION TO 
HELPDEFRAYEXPENSES 

l<cceivc-d yout .Blood a1td Pire and enjoyed it :,s u~ual. 
Il b t .asy to uoden.tand why wt are b:n•ing financial 
problems. J am cnc-losi11i;: :l SOJ:ll.l check hopinii it ffi.11 
he.Ip. My husban d. Richard W. Joyce bas bcende.oea~ed 

SENDING ARTICLE 
FROl\'I LOCAL PAPER 

Theresa Joyce 

Enclosed lind a nt•ws article from <1ur local Star ,, aper 
pub liithcd io C1Hn brid~e, Minm':SUb. You mu.st be 
fomi.liar -.,ith Rny lt'}stani, who has c.ontributed to the 
63'" lofantr y Oh•ision Association. ne put this article in 
th,: January 25, 2003 Issue or the p:lJJ l:r. He. was my 
comma ndtrnt thetim c: T was 19and hewas23, l l hink­
that was a Ion}! time aj:t0! B'ut, we fought together till the 
war \ \3ii over. 1 thought you may want to p r int thi'i 
sometime. I ha,·en' l i ecn R.-y s ince we were toi;:i:th (•r in 
Germany. hut he W!ISOntoftb eb est I ever knew. 

Jer1·y Mattson 
(Editor'.\' 110/e; This article c1111 he fuuud i11 this ;ssue) 

Travel.from Airport 
lnforlll:\tioo oo tra,•eling from the airport in 

b1di:rnapotb tn the ·Mnrrlott Bost Hofe.I bat- been made. 
known to us by Bob l\·l(Cou rt that cab fore Is a m uch 
l(i~~ ci:peusive way tQ ti·a,•t•L Make your own tr tl\'CI 

plans ,,ith ths AIRPORT ' l"AX.l COMPANY. Their 
p hnnc- number I~ 3 1 7-839·0756. 

1tart ooe way fol' up tn fou·r (4) persons per c~b is 
$30, ,, hid is :l zone rare. T his rat(' in('lude .. ,;; any ta r and 
there is n<• addition:d hit1'J"!ilge c:bar~e. 

A honie cooked ,neat 
\\fhen tbe power failed at che ekmentary school, tit<:, 

cook couldn't sen·t a bot welll in th1: cafr.tcria,. So at 
the la~( minute ~he , ... b.ipJ)ed a great slack or 1>eanut• 
b uitcr-nnd-jclly sao<lwid 1<:s, As one littJe boy fi lled his 
plate, he!.aid, .. lt',- ohout time,At last - u homL"-1.:0(·1ked 
meal!"' 

Reunion dates: Aug. 20-24, 2008 
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A word from your buddies ... 

Marvin E. Karr - C Company~ sent a J:l_rOup picture 
that you will find elsewhe-rt in th is 4sue of Hu:- Blood 
and Fire. Is the editc,1' correct in assumin~ ·Murvln bas 9 
IWin, Melvin? ~fan in li\' t!S 1n Clinton, Tilinois, and has 
bten m arried t.oBc.rtyfor60ycars. 
Car,·oUJ. 8lnck - DCC)1n pany- sf1id : "I 'm not ascood 

as l would like to bt . l had knee rtplm:ement la.st 
Octobe r an d thco bad ~, bearl a ttack three days lah~r. T 
am up and doing wbat l want b ut not a.s st.ron,:: as I 
\';l)uld like. I am waiting on some warm weatberso 1 c.a1l 
start stir r ing up some iu>il, but it is sUU too cold . I st:•ycd 
in the hospital thrte wttk!<i but l feel Uke I am feeling 
p retty good," Cnr roUUves in South Carnlinn. 

Hen ry Sb:irtzer - AT Comp any - wrote: .. l was 94 
yen.rs old on Uccember 31 of this year (2007). I drive 
and atttnd church every week. I do sU my house-work 
and feel great I ,.as in the World War TT in C:cnuany.'" 
lknry Uves in Letlchficld, Kenh1cky. 
William P. Grcut:tner - HQ, 2'" 811 -sent :t brief nole: 

··Slmrty Myt.rs :itud I have been friends sine.(' day one, 
1943. We k(-ep in touch by p hone." WiJfo1 m liv,:s in 
8altimore,Mar}'Jand. 

IT.trnld l.,aCosse - F C(.>IUl)any and his wife, l>onn:l 
celebrated Cbcir60"'wt..-ddingnnniver1H1ry on Ma.-cb 12. 
·rhcy are du~ p:1rents of two sons, one <hw~blto.r and a 
fn~ter- son; two d aug hters .. in-law; one !500.Min•l:lw and 
one fo.,r;ter dau~ltl~rMi.nMlaw. E,•eryont ·is m:tr r ied, so 
t-hcy line a totul of ('jghl adult children, AU together. 
they have Sixteen grandc.hildrcn and tbrtt ,reatM 
grandsons:. T hcrt wilJ be a b:, by in July :and another 
wt'dding in ,.\ugu.st. 

Gf-Ortt' C. l\fo rpby - K Company, wrote: ';I am k-2 
years young, Not many of us old bird~ stiU alh'c-. 1 
moved from Uta.rt Fields to Agape Senior Center. I 
b:wt h\O daughte1·s in South CaroU.0:1." C<•orge li \ 'C!; in 
South CaroUn 9. 

,foseph W. Thoman - Cannon Compan y, wrote: "'law 
9Z ytar~ olf4 have betn married to MaryelJc.n fo r 56 
y('ars. I joined Ulc 63'", 25.t., September 194.l and 
ship ped out fur New York November 24, 1944 on the 
S.S. Saturnio. fo r Marst.ille, Ftttnce. 1 fough t iJ1 the 
Colmar Poeket, e ro~sed the Siegfried Line, went south 
to Danube Rh·er. After '""W [( ends, I entered the 
service in SRA.EF Headquarcers. Retu rned to the US 

Ap1il 1946. After the war 1 sen•ed in the (JS Foreian 
Stl'vicc until retirement in Tuc'ion,1\l'izona in 1970 and 
lam stiJJ her<'! Mary('llen and I bt\'lc fou r ehild rtn, ten 
grandchildren and four great-urandd1ildren.·• 

25511. J!ti!im<·nL 

\.\lindall Aj!uillard - F Comp9.n) sent this not<': ''Ms 
Flo and 1 a.re doing tt!5 well as can be tip crted for our 
age. Will fry and gtr in touch with the gentleman in 
Lake Charles, l .A. We ba\•t many friends aud ramily in 
Lake C har'les. You and tbt. rtst are doing a fine job. 
81e5,s \'ou. •• Wiud.aU Hves in Louh11na. 

John F. McKenna - M tomp:my bad this to say: 
"'T.nj oy kttpini:t up with 63"'. Ulform:Jtion. l stiU can' t 
find Woodhouse. Don'( llaV"C 11 clue as to wht'rt' he is or 
what h~ppcued {o h.im :ind hb ,-,:1fe." .Jnhn and Yolan da 
liveio Wythevlllt., Virginia. 
Rob('rtO. \Vederath -UQ and K Coo1p911y- wrotc: u1 

am retired from L.i.1Jht1 Coropany after 34 ye-a~. Fly a 
<.:essu~ 150 ror fun. Co ba.lln)om danl'i ng tbrtl." times 
per ,u!ek. I haw two daughters,fh' t ,:trandkids l.Od h"o 
gl"t1HMgrAndkids. Uop(• tc1 see old '<"(tr buddies in 
August."' Bob livl's in 'Franklin, Wiscon.sin. 

.fac.k R. Bnyer - HQ Company reporh.•d he wilJ be 83 
year~ old in May and ht and bis t;\ifo, Phyllis w·cre 
m:.lrric-d 60 yea1·s las( Non:mber. T he.y h:wc one son, 
one d.lu:;:hter and five gra.ndthildrc:n, who ;1r<-' :ill 
adults now. 

Ste11heo Shores • A CrirnpHy, sf.'nt a br1e.f note $a}'iu~ 
he gc.ts slCtwrr as the )'t'Urs pass and th.ti he enjors 
ni:tdingtheJJ/m,d and Fin: .. lie- !ins in Massnchust.Us. 

field Artillery 

John ,I. Toom - 253-718, wro1e: ~1 will he 86 this yea r 
and L<-Ma and l :1re still in ou.r home of 54 )'e:tn;. It's 
been ~ long winter and looking fon-tard to spr ing. I 
101.•k forwa.rd to <'9th isc,ue C)ftl1e Bloud tmd Fire. K<•ep 
up the good wm·I<!" J ohn livt>s in Iowa. 

F.n!Pneers 

Richllrd (Dick) Kretschme,· - C Coo.tpauy - 263 sept 
thi~ mes.sage-: ·•J was a $21.00 a day, once a month C l. I 
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A •vor,l from buddies ••• 

joined the 63"' Dhision, c(1ming from n Scare.Might Bn. 
:u n replactment, and put in the 263 "f'.ngi11ccr Bo, 
Company C :utd w:11.s djscharged Urtober7, 1945'' llick 
anil.T uanlta Uve!n Cal.if'ornia. 

21 

A"~nciatt :\ftmbtt 

Sybil Na ils wrote: '·J have oot bc~n fce-lini?, well lately. I' 
always enj oy tbeBt,,c,d and Fire. just don't know m:tny 
offhc people rrny rno:rt. St('WS to be only a few 861 FA 
left. Hope to S('<' tveryone in fndiana In August." Sybil 
live.sin Gcoq:Jn. 

1007 German prisoners 
by Jimmy B1111, Hdq. 81,tit''J', 86.r' F.A. 

At one point, I was plfn~ed in charge of :.1 convoy of 
lwcuty•tn·o, 2 1/2 ton trucks llnd told h> haul n load of 
prisoners: f'r<.1m an inadequate collection point to a mort 
sc..>curc c-ompound some 100 miltiaway. 

T he prisoners were herded onro the standing-n:iom• 
only trucks, otlicen aml soldiers mind togethc.r1 and 
rny detail consbtt>d ontr of 22 drivers, rue, and one 
armed ~oldicr In the Ja.-st truck. 1 signed for 1007 
p risoners. I had m.1t counted them. :ind r wa~ccmce,·ned 
th;,it I mi}?ht not hrin I 0(17 when l a rrived at the larJ:cr 
p rison r•ompound. 

Tt n•as c.hUly aod Lbc. Ctrmaus wen n:unptd intn a 
tigl1t s-pnce so after a few hours drivin~, lhe:,r wanted us 
t<>-b3ltfor :\ bu th room stop. I did n't dare let Cb.em off the 

rrucks, bot we ~topped for a while to a llo\f th<'lll to 
switch about and relieve themselves o,·er the sides of 
tht truck. Also, as we wou nd through towns and 
, -i.Ua.ges. cilU:ens, mc)stly women, '"·ould d:uh out ::md 
hand them water and food. Had they wanted, the 
prisoners could have overwhelmed us, b ut they wcrt 
gli1d to get thewarovcr. 

\Vhen we arrived at Lhi;. larger compound, the gu11rds 
opened 1 he I ruc.k gates and sbou led ut the-German~ f<1 

hit th<' J.! round running, into the- c.ompouCld. They fri1.•d, 
but after having stood in those trur.ks1 and in the cold. 
forsa.\le raJ boul's, their legs didn't work well. So most of 
them fell lnto piles. um;r.nuubled. then raced into the 
com pound. 

Nobody counted them so my worries ahout che receipt 
for100'7 n:1s&:uperfi11011s. 

Author needs information 
from 255th lnfantr.v Regiment 
M ichael Hirsh, is wrilin:;t :, book about the American 

military liberators of the t 0U¢entratiu11 and slave l:tbur 
camp~ during th e final weeks of World War n. T he 
book, witb the workin),! riOe The /,ad Liberators -
America's Pi11a/ WihieisllS to the Ffo/O('(IUSI, w ill he: 
puhlishc:d by Banrnm l)ell, a division of Jtand<nn 
Uousc. 

He.• u~ds to get in touch with m embers of the: 2551b 
rnfantry Regiment of the 63"1 Jnfa11try Ui,·ision "'ho 
pa.rtidpated in the llbcr:1tlon of the Landsberg 
c.oncentn1tion cnmp (s) in April 1945, and who would 
be willing to lJc inte,·vien·ed for h is book. He wonts LO 
talk with them :1boul t hfir c!l.pel'iences then, but i1ls.o 
a boot how that-.:vcntmay ha"c affected thtirlfressome 
Si.sty yean later. 

Thi~ is hls fifth noo-flcticm b(luk. lie was em bedded 
wit11 US Air Force "P:lrartscuc: u.o.its in Afghaui.st:.rn. 
l'akist:m and Uzbekistan to write NONE BRAVER- US 
Air Furce Panire1:Cl4~meu ;,, tl,e War (Jft Tcrrorfo,r. Tlc 
was an army comb.lt correspontlcnt " 'itb the 25'

1 

Infantry Oivislon 3t C u C~ Vicn11un for lllUtb of 1966, 
antl l':trued the <.:Ul f en· the dme he spent et)Y<:ring the. 
1 "121--1 nrantry and z*121U> lnf,mtry ·· WoUllOIIOds." 

ll(• nee-els informati,m from anyone who can hclµ biw 
lot;He liberators or Lands berg (Koufering), or aoy 
other ca m p. He ca n be rc•a(htd by e-mail 
mh{@.hirshnu::Ula.us or by " ·ririug, him :tt 2618{ 
Stilh vaterCirclc; Pu nUt Gorda, fl339S5. Jib; telephone 
nu1ub e,· i,5 941-639-3506 and his l;E:U phone number is 
941-916-0450 
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World War II veteran shares 
his World War II experiences 

(Edit1Jr.,' nut~: Mike scJJt we $11,.-0,·cr lecter explaining Wb)'. llt 
w,i,-.st<ndioi mr a !.'Op)' ofihe :a,·tklc be )t:U( to Lbe Octofml I 
thought it W11S iuh:restjnK r<"adini:. therefore I :uu lududiui; 
thilt ktterat the beginning c,(1111:' 11rtkh-.) 

You may wonde.rwby _I am tudosin$: ;-1 rnpy of:a letter 1 
sent to the e-dilor of lbe 9'' Oh•ision ~t:wsle.tter. Let me 
e.xplU;iu. Iu L\forch 19431 was inducted lnt() tl1t Army 
and scrn:d with the 63"' Qua:r-terwQSt<'r Cnmp:rny untiJ 
April 1944. 
Our ind utkc grc1u1> entraioed :1t ~ewark, Nc·w Jersey 

aod w~s sent to camp Breckinridge, f< entt1ck)·, when· 
Wt' formed part of the Qu1'rkrmastcr Comp~o:,- just 
being organi..ted in the 63'• Dh•ision. We complcte-d our 
basic training there wbJch, fo r ro<', meant !turning how 
to drh·e and sc-nricc• a two 1md a half ton (ruck. l 
mention t bis bttause lhis trnin ing beca me :.,11-
i.tuportant to me wbeu 1 joioed tht ~ Otvisicm in 
No,.mnndy, .Jum~ 1944. 

Afte.-r completin~ ou r basic training in Keotu~ky, our 
equipment was loaded on rnilrond can and we ended 
up at Camp 8 1:wding, J'lorida :111(1 u.oderwc~Jt a n?l~er 
p~ri<,d oftr:ilo.ing. Following 1his second b:im-: t1·:unmg 
period in the krriblc heat of Cenrral Florida. our unit 
one<' again was ~hifted. This time we. drcnit our trucks 
and equiprneut from Flor ida to Ciuup Van Dorn, 
l\Ussi~ ipJ>i. Agajn, we had 10 endure :i third traininJ?; 
period. 

8 v this ti.me I hnd l11~d it and fol.' a w.isdcwf.'uuur the 
caPtain shunted me oi·(•r lo nu Infantry Rifle Company 
au d, of cou rse, rel mining as <\ft lnfanl"ry rifleman. So I 
went through tha.t again, only to be soon se,,oratcd 
from t hat un.it and sent o,·cr~c:a"-. to be-co,:ue p~rt of Uie 
June Non.U:\))dy lnV'asiou. 

I lost contact with the friends- 1 had ma<le in the 63'\ 
although I nm delighted 10 say th at t hrough soroe odd 
so-oke of fate-, 1 met once :3gaio., sow(• fift:,· yt.•an; later, 
t he chaJ) \\ ho was my closes I p.al in the old 
Quartermastcl' C-0mpnny. We han: l;ontinuecl to set 
each 1)1.hcr e\'er sinCe ,1nd enjoy many uf the $ ll11Je 

in(erttts a nd c.xpedences. 
l am sendiu): you a ,nite•uJJ 1 pn:partd for the 

Nt\VSlettcr of the 9"' nivi .. ion in which T relace my luck 
in lhingthrou,zh th(' dtadtrcampaign in No,•m:rndy. 
A gre :,t Jl:nt of 1hat luck wa.s because J learned bow to 

hnudh.' a two and :.1. half ron rruck whc.n J wus ,, itti the 
63"-'. Whc.n I laoded on Utah neach and assembled n ith 
replacements. my name w:is t.:dh-d becau~e my recol'dS 

by Jilk<! H#l,rrmun" 

indir.a ted I kn ew how lo drive: :ind n,::iiot ::ii n -Sud1 a 
1ruck. I, among othtrs, was t<·srcd to dttennine: my 
ability to du .so. Tf happeoed that a d r iver hod j w.:t been 
killed nnd tht)' nL't'.dcd a rcplac<-ment. We n-C'n.· told to 
drivr a two and a b:df tou truck witb traile.i· behind it, 
turn it arouod on ;l u.u·1•un dirt road \\i1h sp«d nnd 
safely. nue to my 63"' Q u:clrterma'itcr trninin_g, I w,-.s 
:.iblc co do ii quickly. Result: ius(e;·1d of :;:.oiug int(> the 
line as a riflNu~m rct>lacemen t, 1 was ,1ssi~i:1ed ll two 
and a ha.JI (on uni( au d main l.:.iiof:d contact betwee n 
b!ltt.alion1 comp:rny and 1>la1oonSj ::i d:mg:crnus job bu( 
fa r less dangerous than that of=- r<·pl:icmmlt riJleo1::tJJ. 
So I think you can appn•cialc Ill!' tha n ks to the 63.., rind 

" 'lty 1 :uu !leruJing you a copy of rhe lttttr l wrote to the 
Ott,ifoi/ ncw<ilcttcr oft he 9" Di.,·ision, 

There are ahn 1ys a series of i.ncidents in Army l ift: 
wortb recalling~111t1 I wtrnt to dt'M'.ribese\'tr a l of them. 

\Vhen r was $<:Med in the train th~,t took 11s to Cami> 
Breckinridge, I :isked th<' fellow next to me whefe he• 
came from and hi.s nao1e. l \\ !IS surpr-i.scd when he 8:t.id 
h is name w_...s Bob FrnissintL r told him l kn1;w Tad 
Frahsinet, who wa.s a c.lassmate of m ine at a Pre1> 
Sc.hool. Tad wr.s Bob'.\ b rnthtr :ind we bet:uu,· close 
friends u ntil I was st1,ondcd and ~ent to fau•op<'. I lo:st 
contact wHb him, allbough I Mten woodcred how he. 
wtLs n1:.1king out. L:ucr l tried to cont.net him tht'()ugh 
bis brother T:td. who nftcr the W:lr went iuto Cornell. 
Sometime in 1991. the so•- yi::1r Reunion or Prep S1:hool 
aluw.ui. 1 surcbcd for hi.s oaruc 0.11 the. inltrnct. 'Ry 
.!iiht:er luck. Bob's runnc ~howcd up. I natu.-al1y 
tonUtclC:d him :1t once and we renewed ()ur long lost 
friendship tics with the 63...i. Both of us we.I"(' tutd remain 
delighled th~t our friendship hn'i hccn l'Cnewed and 
strtngthened. I urged Huh to get in to11d1 with tlu· 63'" 
Olfwd 1J11d Fire Nen ·)fo(lcr. which he did a.od in foct he 
sent l.n :1 p born oChimM"lfin E urope with men of the 63'". 
Anothtr incident i·elate-d to the 63,. h.tpp~11cd oo Ut.ab 

Be.a c.h when I lauded. 'Then ? at the top of the so.ud dune 
of the bt;ach was a wounded S(1hlh•r, ngain ooe of my 
friends from th e 63"'" ()ua..terrnastt.J' CoutJUtn)'• a , ·er y 
unlikely mel"tiu}:. We greeted e:tch other, :i.mnz<'d at the 
uuu,sual coinc.ideu ct .. nnd wished each (1fhl~rgoorl luc.k ! 

Another one-in-a-million mcetin~s took ,,1:1cc :tt a 
hospitnl tt.n1 11tar Chcrhourg, Normandy, During my 
rccuperntion in Notn1nudy. J w:..s ~iuing on the hospital 
bed when I rccogni~.,c(I :mother friend from the 63 ... 
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Qu:lderwaster Company. lk hnd J,("ett wou.oded in 
Britt~nv where he M:rvcd " ilh :.1 uuit of .Pat:fo-o'.s 
a r morC'(l rank corps! We chatted and rec:.10ed many 
incidents (row our bask trainin~ J)eri(lrl with the 63 .... 
lk soo11 dis;ippeared. prob:tbly sent b :u:k to bis 
Armored Unit. f ni:ver heard rrotu hhn :1gain. 

I alwU) s look forw:lr (I to receiving the 63"' T>Msfon'!i 
ncwSl('lte1· and read it with plcasun·. II n:caUs cl1ose 
"old days" ag:.ii nt 
(Following is the ~trdde Mikt· st•ul iu n~ 1,<.10~~ t (I Oper:11iou 
Cobr~ ll<:\'h:itt:,l b~· Or. ),fa,·dn Gross, publishC'cl in th,· 
Oetl)fuil publki:itionj 

1 receired the mQst recent O~tufoil, \'l'hich l found 
cxcell~nl~ pt:rhaps fhc bt'St hsuc of the OcliJ/Uil l have 
received so fal". To me, it w::is 1•clc.v:1nt bCC!l11se T \\a.-; 
"itb lhe 39t> lufantr·y Keg imtnt from the third " ' tt.k in 
June until lhc middlL' of Au~u$l " 'ht'-il the Non.1.1:rndy 
Camptlign Cl'.ldcd. 
This iuue. i..~ particula r!~ movl'ng btcnuse I n:ad th:H 

Dau Quinn JH1sscd :.,way. I frequently talked \\>ith him 
~uid wrOlt' him. so 1 w3S very much afrcctcd. A..lso, I 
notice th~n among tho1,e rtt-eiving taps were quite :l 

n umber c1f men from the 39·" lnfant,-y, m:1ny o f th em 
born iu 1922 the same year that I was born. So. ,•ou 
oen:r l.:no" what is going to happ(•uor n'hto. 

Tn 1ny cnsc. I r'e-i1d ilbout "'0per3tion Cobrn 
Revisited" by l>r. I\lartin C r,..s~ and his dest.ription of 
Operation Cobra pandlels- mine. lt sttms to me th:lf wt• 
were ne.urby, aJtbougll ooC in the s ame fleld. _In any case, 
T '"anted to add to what Miuiy s:tid in bli; account and 
~ive more dttails about my c;-.:p<:ricncc. 

I an-ived in 1£ng l:tnd in April .1944 and WMi taken to the 
pit·r to ~o (O ~orrua.ody about three days after tht June 
inv.asion. Thtre nas a bh-! ~torm o,..er th<• th:tnutl at the 
tim<:. As a rt~ult, ,,c, were sent bock to a temporary 
camp w:, itin~ fo r the storm to subside. I th~n hmdtJI (m 
Vt:dt Beach tady Hie thil'd week of June. 
1 went in as :in lnfa.otry re-placement, which is uo( tbt 

(tifost way tn go into h o.ttlc,. We W('re then taken LO an 
assembly ~rt!\ .:iod while there, my name wa.~ collcd 
tbl'ee t iooes. Tbethird timcfhc Scrccaul askt.d lft could 
drl,·e :t two and a hair ton trutk ,, it.It a I railer o n i i. I 
sa id yes T could. I knew how bec3use l b:.id had my 
p reliminary basic tr:,ining in a Quarter Master 
<·<m1pauy and bad drin:n n two and a half ton truck. 
T hert! were. scvenil rnudid:H(':S for lhe s:,me 1u:,i it ion. 
\Ve had to dr'i:ve down :) n:1rrow laue wilh a trailer iu 
tow ancl back it u p :rnd Un)und . \Vhen 1 rC'Curncd the 
Ser·geant 5aid that I bad don.:- iL the best. So I got the 
position. As far .as l'm coucerned it saved my life 
hccause tlu: truck was- then used between batt::tlion 
he::idqu:1rters nnd rompnny httdquartcrs and I did not 

ha\-'e to go into (he line as an Infantry rcplacc.rocnt 
1 car ritd troo1>s. al'm'i a nrl m:,H:ri:d~ in the (r ailer 

from battalion hcadquartt·rs fo iudh-idu.11 com1>:10.ies 
:rnd plu(oom, ArHUcrJ' )belli w·ould be t l'OSS'ing abot•e. 

In any case. I drove up to Cherhvurg; ~oiu:; thr-Ouj."!h 
tcrrihly destroyed to,, ns, ,•fhk h affected me grt.atly. I 
got to C hcrbour,:c j us( about the tii:ne the Gfr mans 
surrendered. From there, the 9-' dh•i.sion workt.d its 
way down the whole C ottntin Peninsula very, very 
ii:towly, H> tbt- road between St-1.Q and Pc-rirNi. Kitc.h 
fitJd, SUJ'J'Ou nded h)' a hcd~crnw, \'ri,t.s an iudt-pendt-ul 
1,:1tlleneld and was vcr)', ,·ei-y tou gh ~oin~. 1( tool• us 
from the th ird o r fourth week in Juoe :1U th~ w:1y I.O the 
eud or July to :1dv:uwc that sh(,rt tlistance: in the face of 
ven· lierce German n •si.stant·t. As Marty says, 
Operation C olJra Lo 1,n:ak ou( was tbt•n decided upon 
by th~ alllcd high command. 

G~nrr·al Rl'adlcy decided to thron' five thousand tons 
of bomb s in10 :1 small arc-:i, only fo1.1r miles deep :md a 
mile and a h3ff wide-. T hl' 9'" division. of nibkh tbt 39" 
lnfantry was part~ wns on the right t1onk; th e- 4" 
division w:1s in the tl'ntt r :uHI the 30_. n :1s oo tht left 
!lank. T he-sc ,,·ere (ht spearhead djvjjions, to bee 
foll6wed a fte,·wiu-(1( hy ~,·m,wt>d 1Hvi,;i,rn..: o f I h,·. tlli rrl 
:trmyQnce the bum bin:;: h1\d bet~ll COIIIJ)leted. 
The o.1orn..ing or July 25'--' we pulk d into :1 big field. ln 

that ,,ortion of Kormandy, the fields ,\CJ'C li1rger and 
wider and che trees on the hedgerows talle r. In fact, T 
t'tmtmber looking down :ind SL"Cing a wllk i.wccp of 
hedgerow fields bigger than "I had st-c-n befon:-.1 p:,rked 
my truck utongsidc 9 hc-dgerow. T here were Ove or six 
fe:llon·s \ \i(h me on the truck. and I plac,:d u~ in a sr1M 
facing the (Jerman lines about 500 ~ards LtJ front of tht 
target zone-. 'When n<' pulled i tl.to this particular field 
that morning, 11one of the men I was with bothc-rc tl lo 
d ig foxholc-s. 

Soon the bomber·,; began to come O\'Cr. They started 
\\ ith n-·25's and B-26's a ud Ollitr ;lll'craft that d ropped 
the.Jr bombs onto th(' German 1>osit ion~. T he- phmcs 
m:ir king thl" tlrop were 'P-38 1Jghtni1ig's. They hnd fl 

two-tail fuselaj!t and ·\~'e watched them asther clroppc•d 
their O;u•<·s. 
·when the big bomber~ the 8 - J 7's. t:tmL' over at about 

7,501) to 10,000 rect, they h cgin to bomb ,be snrn.1.1 
target a rta in front of os. The bombing w:15 so inten~c 
(he earth shook and we bounctd up and do\\ n . 1'h<· 
sound was absolutelv tremcntlous. ' J'h(• llu.st 1b:\l C:lm(' 
up from the liornhin'g b~nn to drift towards us.. and 1 
told the other follows something was going to happ(:n. 
T ht·n l looktd up and J saw the 1'-38',; d rnf>pin)! th t-i r 
o~n.s closer:.iod closer Lo us. 
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Al that moment, I turned arou nd 11m1 saw hnodnds 

of bombs. JHcrally hu ndreds. comhlg up the field. Huge 
red nas-bes on the ground wt:re rnc.ing ri~h t across tlu• 
fi<•lds . n radley originally _had ph11111N-I fur the bombers 
to bomb 1>a rallel to the St-Lo, Perie1• l'Oad, whkh Wfil> io 
front of us. Somthow tl1t Air f(lrte de..-Ided othcr,,1sc 
an d thc B-17 's new righ t o,·tr us.As l lhoked 11roun d, r 
saw hundred s nr bombs coming at me like giant 
footsteps~ all firi.' and tlnme. I took oue sh.·p and said, 
·•l'm de.ad. 'f bere is uo way I'm going to H,•c Hrrough 
tWs.'' I took :rnol her step or rwo nnd !.udd,:nly I was 
thrown to th e ground. lt w11s as thou~h a horse h:.td 
kicked me in the hcnd, in the Chest, and in the fatt:, l lost 
my brt-ttth and was half butitd iu Uu.· ~round. 

Wht-u tl1e closesL bomb exploded, it W8$ lw,:nty ynrds­
::1wav at the vcr'1 most. T he shrapnel Wtnt o,·cr my he-ad 
and :S1:un me<1 iUto the truck. One ofmy friends bad bis 
hands up and hi1 hand w~.s t ut ofr by Lhat 5111:.aptll'-I. 1 
·was .s1.1.101 llt.red iu dirt and dust and my whole un iform 
was burnt. I l'eaUy dld.011 know where I wns; J ~,,as 
com plc.tely dau•d. l h:id suffere-d a concuss-ion without 
even realizinJ! it. r r emember looking up and set!iog ooe 
oft be feUo,l'S nearbv. llis neck was red. Jn the 11u)ml~nt 
of confusfon, J s::iid Co myself, ••·what a i; illy thin:::, to ch>, 
to be "earing 11 red scarf l1ere in the m iddle of a 
bombing raid.'' Ofcc"iur5c, he had bee11 bit bu( I didn't 
realize tlrnt until much later. 

I was extremely lucky because instead of turning :ind 
running toward the front of my truck, I ran ion ards the 
bac:k. I took one step and wa!l knocktd donu. But later 
on, after I c::u.ue to. 1 was p ulled out :and reeowrcd. J 
w:dk<'d towards the froot ofthc trud< and there w:u: an 
u ncxp.loded bomb maybe ten feet in f11ont of t.lte truck. 
Jt had made a big hole! I l)elfon· the bombs were 250 
po\lndtrs btt:tusl' if they b~d bt(•n 500 11c1u1U)ers, Chey 
u.ndoubtedly would ha,'c k.i.Ucd me. 

E,,1m tu:11Jy the me-dies c-ame and I wa.$ takeu <~was, I 
do rcmcmher looking a('ross tht' l'ield and thel'e w:1s a 
gl"t:lt rush of soldil'rs. On th~tside, Lhe lrl'l'S were faUer. 
the bombs bi( iu the trt-1.-s: :.md sbrnpnel came straig ht 
down ~md struck the men bcnetuh the tree'-. I l:>elih•e 
sixteen of our men were kill t>-d at that partkular· tioH~.1 
r eally don' t lou>" e:iadls. but 1 beal'd ii ,.,.as bchH~ttn 
twelve and sixteen. 

Ju :my c!l.sc, tbc:,e men had hecn in the in"a~iol'.I in 
Africa, they hacl foug ht in Tunis and in Skily trnd then 
they had invaded No1·maudy :tt Utah lle.-icl1. Aud lu.'rt?, 
they were killed in this very unfortunate iC1cide11t. ( 
rellleruber one yc.mng fellow running around the field 
oot only da,;cd but, p rndically crazy. lie was shouting, 
"'T hey we.re my best friends. We :ill we.nc thn.1Ugh 
Afrki1. we Jh·ed through Sicily :rnd come bere to ht 

kilJcd byou.r own borubcn."' 
\\'hen the medics reviYed m ~ and l began to look 

around, r saw thut the truck was prtlty 1uuch int.tel 
txccpt fo r some boles 011 the s-idcs. A s~r~eant c.amc 1111 
to we aud said1 ••Mo,•e lb;1t truck.'" I replied, '°I 'm not 
going to mow tha.t truck! Not with that unexploded 
bomb maybe eighl co (tu fot-t away." Jle tried (O order 
me to move the h •uck bu( I told hi m be could do iL 
hilll.s(•lfbc-c~<1use ( was not going to do ii, and l neverdid . 

Tbe Germ :.ms had h cr.11 trrmcndously l>ombl'd in that 
larger area b ut as the 39"' was ou lbe r i;.:ht flank. aftel' 
the bC1mhard1.1)eu1. German a rt illery beg,rn to fire at u~ 
aj:iliu. Thal p::1rticulnr Gtrman orca had not l>een 
bombed hecousc it was jusr ouuidc t he target Z.OJlt. 

One of the men 5aid, •1Go!i:h, wt nou't lu: ablf.l to make a 
break through Mttr a ll. .. Hu1 of course, we did. Tt took 
may be !l day or h\'O to ge t thi ngs organi1,ed; th('n we 
wenc down tl1c whole soorhern Normundy coast of 
Fn111cc bcvond tl1e town of .\tortai.n. Th(•rc: were 
German b~dics aU o,•er the place, German horsts 
k illed. German carts O\-·erturned nnd many bodies on 
the road. I nu o ,·er sc.,me of ihem since i t was 
hnpos:sihlc to avoid 1h<'m. 8ehind us P.i1tc>n's third 
armv 1hen :tttadied aud swc.•p( into Hritl!tny. 

\\'ben we go( Lo the ol-ber side or Mortain, the 
G<'r mans counte r nnac-kcd and isol:ttcd the v illage of 
~fort:tin. The 30"" division was holed up there :.rnd 
su r rc,unded b ut they fought their way out of it n ftc.r a 
very famous :,iege. The Canadian und 6ritish armies 
then c.am e down from Caen a1HI Fala ise to close tbt g:.1p 
where the Gc·rm~m annjes hl."ld pcuctr:lfed. T he 
G,:rm:111 army took a terrible btlltiog. l remember th e 
US Air Force, 1h e .British Air Force and rheir 
Tomahawks and our P-47''- flyin, o,•(•r Omt area 
s mashing c,,e rythi:u:;:. in site. I wa$ sevel'ely shaken hy :.1 

Gtn u;1n shell thal c~me very, ,·cry c lose to me. I twas al 
that point I l\'!1$ taken back to a hC1sp ital near 
Cberbourgbcfore hcing sentfo a hospital in f nJ,tland. 

J thought I would add t his to ihe accoun t that Dr. 
Gross :::,ave.· in the re<:tJl t Oi..'Wfuil. Reciting it now my 
haod.:, areslHtklng, j u!it th_inkingofit. But f 1houghtyo11 
W(1uld be loterestc.d In using it or any parl of it for yC1ur 
publiution. 

'isit the l SS ludlanapolht 
C \ -33-:\aflonal ~len,orfal 
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Rush City soldier earns entry 
into ''Greatest Generation'' 
by R.ayn1oml R~tan~ A 2$4 • 
( Tlttt f(IIJ0>1·ing urticl~ )l'flS k'ritten itt J{)(lj ond tJpprared m 
//,e Swr Wi:ek.'.111/ s1:c:ti1Jn 1Jj u local llett'!:paperj 

.Jc1TY Mattson and 1 sbart .d l1urd nghting in. Compa.ny 
,\., 254" Infantry Reg,1rncnt of the. 63~. Infantry 
Olvision. lhavc noti.een him siMl" that time. 

Nineie-eu ye~r old .Jerry wali 01).e of.-. fa rgt- g roup of 
repJace.wents .-ssigncd lu Comp:.iuy A.in mJd-Fcbruary, 
1945. Their arrival brought us hack to fuU sh·en,ttb 
a fLcr s most bitter catnf);'ti:;:_u of the entin w~u· in 
EnropC':Thv Colmar J'o(!ket. 

l>urillg th<· l;\Sl we.ck in Fehru:1ry aod the first two 
weeks in Mar('h, the 254., lnfann-y occupied ,,n itrca 
near Sarreg:uemfoes. Fra1u:c, hn·nty miles soutlt of 
Saubrucken. J~Jteusive 1>:Hrollhi:, againl)I. the enemy 
proYidcd n ew men exc.elknt cornl,:n t r::, in ing. 
Cooeurrcntly, Cc,mpany A p rc1>artd for a mission 
which was soon to tOml\ the hreachiog of th<' Sit~fril'd 
Linc. 
'l' llis \' 1,s a rc,rtified belt cJtcodiog from flollund to the 

Swis$ border-.Americtrns knew it ns the SicitWcd Line. 
Germans r.allcd it the Wesr Wall. In our sector. the- pill 
boxes which studded the r ldg<•s were mufu:JIJy 
.sur>porling. T h at i,s. eveo though si~ m i:;:,ht he 
desu·oved. tll<' oll1e.-s eou1d still lny down fire to scop a u 
attack~ T he grolmcl between pill box~ was houey­
eombed wit-h nchn>rk~ of b arbed-wictd (n:nchc-s. 1'he 
Wed Wall w:is protected from ou r tanks by ~;drngon 
tcl'lh," curious objects that were pyrnmid-s:hnp<'d 
rcinforcc:d l'.1)m~rcte blocks. If these Obitadcs were not 
e nouj?h1 seve-ral mile!> in froo t wert hl·a, ily fortified 
village.s, which woulc.l lirsl h:n1e to be engaged. 

Mattson was :tSsigocd to th<' third pl:ttoon and 
recch·cd sptti:tl training in :m assaull squad desiJl.n cd 
for attncksagainst pill boxc.s. 

0-hcmr had come! Seventh Army beg:u.1 fo wove ttns 
of tliousands of men forward to crack the Sh•gfriocf 
Line, At 12:30 in the morning of Manh 1S, 1945, a 
tremendous arcHltry bllrra2e, w hose flash<·S m:tc.le 
niJ;:.ht .seem like day. 'and ·hbO-S<' terrible n,ar rendered 
beariu~ im pos:sible crnsb.ed down to "soflcn u1)'' the 
enemy. 

The 63"' Division, chosen to make- Hll' init i~11 :lS$:tU.lt~ 
d irt-dt-d the 254'~ Infantry to fil})<'ilrhr.:td the drivt. Its 
flrsc batUt1ion was p icked to lead th1.• t'ntirc 1·egiment.. 
The battalion would strike the enemy wifl.J spt't'd ~md 

fo r y so tb:1c all fortifications :.tnd outposts would he 
LOH

0

1: of a..:tioo. l'here we~ three " ell garr isoned, and 
fortified towns - Escl1 rin~tn , E11s heiw :1od 
H :i rtingshof. 

l'hc k e\.· t o SUCC<'SS WltS UH' im medi:He capture of 
Jtschtiu~;n. l .()cated there were cwo hd dge-. ac.ross the 
F~chriogco Rh' t.r - o,·cr which on(' of our tanks and 
supJJlics h:1d to cross. Loc:dcd a t opposite tods or tc1wn, 
they h11d to be seized iutact. Companr A was 01·de.rcd to 
:lttack E:u;hringen and seize th<' two b ridges. Com1nmy 
lJ and C would ftS1m ult Ensh('im a nd Uartinr;shoe 
rC.'\fl l.'CCivc.ly. 

At one o'clock in the m<H·ulu~ of .\.l:trcb 15. 1945, 
Compan )' A dt )J:trfed th e 8.ioterwnld WMdS 1md 
:tdv:rnce.d bv stealth toward F.schr ingen, abour a m ile 
nWA\.'. Scv,~~th Arnw me.an while ttmpornri.ly b.a1k d its 
p rot'terh·c, homhar;lment. Tiu· t olumn had can:fully 
and o.oisel('ssly dt:'ared the" oods wh~n two ('.j p losion~ 
nea r the re:.1r of the column shM1k the -.ilence of the 
early morning. Men froze in phtc<.·. J'wo meo of 
-,httson's p l:'ltoou had stepped on bidden Schu-m ines-. 
An aide wau (medic:) was left \\itb Cwo c.asunlties. The 
Company 5ped on, fe.aring that surr1rise had now been 
lost. 

Adv:1ncin,:: an additional 800 yar ds. tbt company 
came u pon b:wbed wire entauglcmenls.As (:.Utte.rs were 
being ~1pplied, Lhe third phttOOII leader fire,d :lt a n 
enem"· officer Mddc:n in th(' tree line bord<.'1-ing the 
F.sch;ingen Rh·er. A fie ld telephone was at bis siile. 
Win.•s were cut Unmtdiatcly. 

A(:, µoi nt- 400 yards from Esthring:cn, thr. company 
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comnrnndcr dirccttd nssaull ·platoons to attack. The 

.\'.1.-;:t, ,tt, .f1.-(Jan ,qui>,I (,,.,IIH 
Pf ) ,-;f pl,i/,oq,r, 1<11,,., ;,, 
TJ,1,,1,.,,.d,, G<'""'"'"); lfUS.. 

fu'st J)lat-oon to tbe eastern 
bridgE.' and the second ltlatocm 
co the western btidgc. 

T he enemy w:,~ surpri.wd and 
shockl-d by the violence M the 
attacks-. It tC1ok ~t·••er:d miuuks 
bc·fo~ thdr m::tc.hine gu1)S ~od 
smalJ ::lrms began to fin; on us. 
·rhl'n artillery ~•nd 88milimcfl'r 
t:mk guns C.lrut SCl'e~mi.og loto 
tOW(l from our re:ir. However, 
so rn iftly and d!'lrin;;ly had 1he 
platoons (":\rried 0 11( tlu:ir 
ath)Cks th:H both bl'idges ,,et'f 
quickJy secured. Bt~vily m.i n<:d 
wirc.s were quitkly Sh'Crtd SCI 

thM tl1e eMrny ('OU Id not ~et off 
the detc,m:tters. 

Enemy fn>Ql)S ilt pu:sitiun U(>-tOH'll luld now ht<'1l 
urc,us('-d. T h~ Lhird platoon now phlycd its dcsi~Jl:lt<'d 
rol<·, a11d began 10 figbt its way up~town. tn1.:.mr 
;u•tiller)' bec;1me woi:e actin . But the third E•l:ttoon 
continued M :uha111:·e :-. lcadily, dcplo~eJ 011 t,o(h l!i·id<·~ 
of rhc ml'tin streer. &"cry man in thnt plntoon ga\'c :1 

~olid perform~mc~·. 
At duyli;::_bl tht: op1>ositiou bad been effectively 

neutralized. Some 40 prisoners were fak,.o. 
/\ t 6 :1~m, rhc h:1tfalie)n cc)mmnndcr l:nf.C.rtd 

f!;schringcn. I le alerted Company A to prcpari.' to assist 
iu the fi1,: bt for Enllhtiw., loca(('-(1 thrt(' kilomtttrs 
oor'tb.At 1:30 p.m., Cooop:iny h proceeded to End1~im 
wh,:rc COm(>uny C: W:l.S l!lttting sliff rtsisttmce. Jt had 
rtplatt:d Coinpnuy 8. diverted ('lsewherc .. 

Now supported by a platoon of tanks, which had j ust 
cros.scd tbe. bridges :i( £schringen, both comp:mies 
reh~~1~cd a ru riou~ :,11ack to tlimi nare the lnsl to,~n I) i ng, 
iu our 1nuh b<·fort Hie SiC<f{fried Lin('. The tov.1) \Y:'IS 
ou.rs :.1s darkoess :tJ)pr<>ached. ' r he way wa.'i now pa,•ed 
for :1 regimented ns~:1ull on thcSicgfri~d Lint itself. 
On March 17) 1945, the 254" w~ts mo,·cd and poi-.cd to 

attack the Siegfr ied Lim•. There: wa.s only on<· ,my tht 
rc-tlm:liou of tbi~ ffl:tt.C of Sled find COJlcret t' touhl be 
mad(' by mo\'ing straight into all tbe fire tbey eou.lcl 
thniw at u~. rakl· our caurnlificj a~ they c.amc, a nd 
rt>duc:c: the pill bnXl'S on<· by out:. Jt was iu chis wauntr 
(b a t Cum1>•my A 1·educed tb.e 23 pill boxes io its-ioue 
action. It was in tbis fa~hion tbnt tbe 2541rh lofancry 
hccnnw the first un i1· in the Seventh Anny(() b last a 
path throui;:.h the Sie~frfod Linl'. 

1n Ove d:.l) 'S. fbe 254" Jnfantry ,\as ttw:.1rd~d h~O 
Presidenrinl Cirnlions fo r c·xcraordh1:1r)' J1crolsm In 

••• .(:c,t,; fl\ lJU) I JI.OM PA(a .. :s 

.r,,.,.,.,. lfurru,n- ,·,.J'l"·IMrr.l i•ttlh,,. d,;h1. H ,-,.•.,Vltt-"fr,•..,.-mt,,,,,, 11,, n11n-rr. "J°fi,~ 
ulh,·r'P./ll,li~n. 

m ilil:lry openll:ions a~~Yinsl ~H, arni<'d e n.:-rny. 
Gerald Matr.c;on had ea1·ned enh·y into the G re:1test 

The War and tlie 
Vetera,is History project 

TH[ WAR is :ls much a bou1 stUl')'t<•Uing, about 
sharing unique (Wpcricn«-s, as it is about Wor ld War 
11. ' rbc film provides only a .sm:dl wiudowinto the much 
litrJ:C·r <·xpcricucl: or lhc h uudn:d.s of tboustmd.s HhO 
h:l\'t scn·<'d d ul'iog ti 1)) l".S of w~r. 

1'hC" story or W(.)lfl.l) \"\~\lt n is a ~tory sh:.ir(-d by 
ruilUon.s or Am<'r i<-au.s. but as fim<' goes by. mauy of 
tbtst storie.s :tr<' btiu~ lost. For lbost who ser.,·ed our 
oa1 i.on, from Che baltlefrun1 1.0 the home fro1.1 1., e\'ery 
storydl:.~erve-s to be ht a r d, That is whtrt")(H1 Nin help, 

PUS aod FLORE!\"f~E FILMS have 1>ar1otred witll 
lbe Veterans History Project (VJ:il') iu a wassive effort 
to ca1Hurc the ~tories Qf ml.m ~,nd \H)m en ,\Ito 
c.x1>cricnced t hl' \YOr first-hond before the gcnc-rotion 
th:ltwirnt.ssed WORLD \\'J-\ _R ll ha$ passed. 
The Veterans .liislory .l'rojecl is 11ali or the .!,.,jbi:ary o r 

Cunt;rt!.i:;S and honors American was n•tnun-. and 
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JULY 
1: CorolAnn&JUnCmw - IlQ253 1951 
3: Jovce& Jnbo ,I. 8 e.\<- L254- 1953 

lr~oc & Vrrnard O. Rigg.:,; -0 255 -19-16 
4: Melt,a & Geo~e Oc,ds(ln- K ?S5- 19$1 
6; Pat ,.'t;, C'lark Utlc-y--G 253- 1992 
7: l\!Jlmie::& U(1ogl;i$f1i1httn - l~A !'i63- I Y46 
8: Rita& l ,ouis Maslinoff- G 25.~ l?S., 
9:~udrev& Frl'!4l Consolmagno ll 254 1948 
14: M 1u1:& Erni::il H. Klimtk-0255-1956 
IS: M:trgtl';it' & JOSt':llh ()liucl~ H 253- 1.950 

\ \o'anda & Hamid G. J lc1nins-A 254 - 1946 
16: Naomi & Corel on Rintonl- l.255- 1983 
17: Jo & 1'h()ma~ t .,w.art - 1 ?54- l<J4N 
18: Janc& WilburBrnithwnitc- ,\ 25.l - 1952 
23: C11rolvn & Sam Taylor F154 1949 
26: Allx•ria .,.1,;;: Md\·i.u Cobd - 1254- J 980 

Helen & Rohel't E. P:irte- 82S4 - 1943 
rt: Grace& J ohn llarmon-M.1£.1) 363-1947 

AUr.tJST 
S: lmogc11c&AJJL.Crutchlid d - l 254 - l947 

.rosephlne & H'lrold D. Re.us HQ2$3 1943 
7: lMeu &Joho .OraUJcy-AZ-53-1954 
10: t:lis b & Grtj! 8onifield -Assoc.-199 1 
11 : lleh•n& Georgc l'ut mH FA 718 - 1?95 
12:ArJt.ne & RohertWiUinms- F ?SS~ "!? 
13: Helen & Max Gourlcy- C2SJ- 1948 

Dc-.fl(ri & Jonp~triockAndc.rson - USAR.- 1995 
14: Iona & Ja nu•$A. G 1'1!j!j!- T 253 - 1947 
1$: J<:1n:u & Pckr-Do11a)d-Auo1;.-2003 

RatAnn& Donald L. Wirth-USAR- 195$ 
16: (;inn ,'(i.Sc;oll l •H•miu,ger - A~S(it.- 1975 
18: Betty& Ouid Montgomrry- F.1:5.l - 195-0 
19: J tlW & UillJ. Moss - U 254 - 1946 

Junic:e& GlenRove11h:1gen M 255 J951 
20:Aoo & .Jim Pa)'lll'-f'2S4 • 1948 

l,illi:.tn .. ~ Okk Ml•r h:lli - 254 - 1,49 
22: Della & LewisOUbrow-£2SS-19-10 

JQ:111 & lle.nn· W. ~l':ill'!t•r1- M25J - 1945 
2.l: Susan & William J .Strntton - A,soc.- 1 ?75 
25:BillleJe:l.o&Jatt::U.Datgbt BQ255 1956 
26: Dorothy& Robert L.M~) - K 2SS- 1950 

11ie War and Vet ... 
• Ct)Nl l;\ t. f..l) ~' ROM 1'A(;f l li 

d vill:.'1.u work<'rs ,, ho supporle-d lhC'm by prestrvfo~ 
stories of their strvice lo o,u- country. VHP collects aod 
archh•ts the one-of-a-kind SlOrk~ thal n ~p rcsc.nt the 
dlv('rSity of thC' vetcr:ws \\ ho l:t1-,·cd our country -
,•C'teraus from all touflie(s, from all brauchcs of the 
mililary. all ranks. ill races and t th.o.icities. 

27: Dorine& Cerll.ld B unge.rt - Fi\ 718- 1949 
Laur~ &.ArthurW. Harc.kham- HQ2S3- 1949 

29: Cf'rtrud\•& £ rm'$:! Morn:11- L2S3-195S 
30:Cd~& 8ill Scot1- £ 2~- 1949 

S€t•T ~.M OE;U 
1 : Jan & Quintin Sell1 - F 254- 1977 
2: Irene & Sermour K11.nts- F 255 1.950 

Auna & Rocco E Stao~o-RIOC()~ 63 - 19~ 
3: Augd::. & C armine Sor:iunu- K 253- 1949 

Mar ianne& Robert Koller- As~oc.- 19.94 
5: MayclJen & JoscphTbornan-CN 254""'.1941 
S:Anne.~ Ken11eth Cr.:-ene:- llQ 63- Jt'.J49 

Ga,·lc & Richard A. Gl11.xer- USAR- 1970 
6: Vi01a & Htu'(lld Rlad: - AT255- 1947 
7: Ro$c: & Mfrltat'LCairo-1.2S3-1947 
8: Cal'ol & R-Oj!,tt' R(lnifidd- A.s, oc. - 1973 

Germaine& Roland Dandur11n d-G 255- 1945 
l)c;fl)' & ltobAndrrson- U 2S5- 1946 
Margaret & Oanald 1). O'Neill - O254- 198' 

9:Aogclinc.& Hon·ard Oicpcnhorst - MF.D 2$.l - 1947 
Patric.in& JoseJ)I• B. MueUei: SV 861 - 1.950 

J l: E,•14 & .Ua rold Hibbs-UQ 718-1948 
I S: Corine& Hu11h 8ol'Ud1l'1'-0254- 1946 
16 : VIiia & I b ro Id ltlm:k~r. - AT 255- 1947 
18: P~gy& Roht.rtMlthajl:i - FA 7 18 - 1942 
20: Lois& LccAxsom - G25.l- 19S2 
2J: Bre:n(hl & NkhOIJ'IS Piftz:t11. - M!-:O 254- 1989 
2·2: Cherri & I.en Zlmmc.rmuo - C 263 - l 9.t3 
27: Virg.infa & L,•Jttut10 J . flsa rvty-C 2S4- 19S2 

f\laJtizil'& Robei·t E. Ht1~er -SV2SS- 1946 

OCTORF.R 
1: Lou.ls.e& ltuncJostph.soo-FA 718- 1950 
7: Marllyn&JftnryComb - Assoe. 1961 

Cindy & Jimmy t\tonti:ome-ry- Assoe. - 1979 
8 : T~11Ji & .bc;k M:11yoobu- QM 63- 1.950 

Oorothv & Herbert B. Houj?bt:dinJl- HQ 253 - 1949 
9: Mac & Garn-:u t h)l;.k'len:i :1 -~1\1 2-55- 1946 

lk r nicc& Carlton Pttk- K 255- 1?49 
_1 O: :Rmy & RudyLtnC"loul- f 254 - 1951 

An.nit Lee & Murrell Gnni- K 233 - 1946 
11: l\farl,:ue& Anthony Oondona -H 2S5-1953 
12: D-Ol'othy & Claud(' o~uisou - A 253 - 1940 
13: EI.J-ic & Roy!;, Sjoblad-HQ2SJ- 194S 
16: Jean & Ru.sst.llR Olll - UQ253-194? 
17: M.llrddh·a& Ray l.AndcrsJr- SpTr-6.l - 1942 
18: Heleo &·c 1111rlcs Rud.lbaughJr - SV 253 - 1?47 

Louise& Ledle,D.Si-lr - HQ2$S- 1941 
20: P:,Mdi & J i1wes-R. l>rit tbt<U -HQZS4-1979 
23: C 11roJ& 1-'rtd Biug-HQ63- 1910 
,?4: l•'rani:<',"- & Jo,t ph Ut'Cltrk-C 25S- 1953 
27: Grorgec &Alb('rtKidney- FA863- 1 ?4 1 
JO: Lois& CharlN C. Sun)'ak - G 255 - 1983 
3 1: r,,,d yn & 0Jaff..MU1tr- AT1S3 -1945 

Alll>ITIONALANNIVERSAIUES 

Mays (948- Ilelen& Edw'in Sm.itb- ENG 263 
M.a)·2~1, 1949 - Margo & BillSbier- MEO 263 
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We nattd new llddressa for the follt>willg peop/4~. Listed 
be/Qw are il,e. last known addresses Ink.en frvm lhe 
returned Febmary 2008 i~·ue 1,jthe Bltmd and Fire. ff 
)'OU ca11 J,elp, pleasr. call, write or emaU the 
sec:re.la ryl treas11 rer, 

R.alph Oond-SV 255- Life Member 72 - 29144 Ridge 
Ro.-d, Wickl.lfft, OH44092. 

Donald L. Cbarter,; - ENG 263 - Life 1495 - 12778 
Charters-I.one, Redding, CA 96003. 

En~lyn Coopcr-Assodatc Mtmbcr- Tk•Toc F~1rm 
Box ltS. Chalfont, PA 18914. Her busbnnd Theodore r: 
Cooper,l:IQ 253,LlfeMe,uber died December 12.1997. 
CJarenceP. Eddy .Jr. - J 254-l.ifc Member 1295 - R#t 

Oox-279, New Port, 01145768. 
ftkh9rd A. Ji'o.s~u·m-A'f 254 - 1130 l='lowercl; Helena 

MTS9601. ' 
Evelrn H11rtney .. Associate MeOJber . 874 Manitou 

Ave., A k••?n, OH 44305--2250. Her husband w;is Roy 
lfartncy~ U 254, Lift- Member 111, who died f'eb ruary 
1992. 
Jock E. J:lenshow- RQ 862- LlfeMerober 126- 2538 

Lakeland Dr., Nash,1He, TN 37214. 
Charlts F. Jones - C 263 - Life 746 - 174 Calle 

DeLogos, Ft. Pier«, 1"LJ4951. 
Georgc N. l{ru.n.ic- ll253 - LifeMerober ll49- 38200 

Countf Road 439, Eypds, FI.32726. 
M~ry R<"iti .. Assod:.te Member • 515 Plltke.r: 

Sunbury, PA 178-01. Iler h u11band William ~v 25,' . . . ~ .... 
L1foMcmbcl' 179, died Oc-ttmbcr30, 1994. 

Charles O11,1d Strawn .. K 253 .. Life Mtmher 447 .. 
7677 C ountry Club flond,Athcm., OH 45701 . 

It i:s twl good mamter.-, to add c-ream a11d $Ugar to ),'{)ur 
,·ojfee-ufleryou ha•~ puurl!d it in 11, your suucer. 

When I H'QS in Hol(~'K'O<!d Madlyn MQtrrOeaSked mt(Jlit 

twfoe- 1 was in her Jwme at the time. 

New members 
.. -'?yce Watson Miller of BoJ' I 646, Red Lodi;:<·, MT 
:,9U68 is :! Ut!W 
assochtte. member'. r,,""'===--,.,--­
Hu hushan d i~ 
Phillip Miller, '"'"·ho 
sel'\'ecl in Ch e Navy 
during Che Korean 
War. He is nnw 
rctir<'d from Syscc, 
Jtood Sen•ices. 

Her brnther,Arlhur 
A. Warson, wtts a 
member of the 63"' 
In fan Cry Oivision. Be 
died Stptcmhcr 24, 
1945 and is burled in 
Manaille, J,'r·ance. 
He and h h wife, 
.Frances, were 
married M tlr ch 
I 938. She h"s $ince 
rt.m :\rried and 

,\rlt,ur Adrfa11 \'\"ilt.-.o• 
2 11,. ?55 

c.n rrics the last n:.lmt of ,J:.lnscn. 

Want to preserve 
WWII military items? 

Jt;ffrcy A. Nebennan,A11·.-.ociate Member 

Thos" or you " 'ho art! considt-ring the don:1tion of 
you~ _mil!tary Items should con,;icler the lang-tc.rm 
ram1tications of dooatiurt, to an accrtdi11.~d museum 
There i.s no guanntee tb:11 ilews domttcd to non: 
acen.-dited indi.,idu,als will ei·H be. presen·cd or used 
for educ.atlonnl purpos<'~. ln fact, the.v become the 
p.-iYate property of the individn:ll you <iou:.ll(> (bt1n co 
and ca.a be sold im mediately. 
. lfyou n'ally want to preserve ,·our ,·vw n milit:u-y 
items, h<'rt Ort t\)'0 IOCt\CiOl'I!. whtrc there is it 
re:,sooable guarantee that your items "'ill be p~served 
aod bt a,,:1ilablefor public study forever: 

The Camp Va n T>orn World War UMuseum 
!38 E.1\1:tin 
Centrcvillt, MS3963 I 
iofoc.anvand91:!!&[2 
(601) 645-9000 

• <.:UN l'INUU> 0 .-. I'AG.t: 2') 
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Want to preserve ••• 
~ CONTl)."tif.U f l~OM l',\c;t;.:!-8 

Thi.' Army Hidorical .Fou11d11tfon 
242S WIL<on Blvd. 
Arlington, \.;\2220 
Phone: 703-.S22•790J 
Fa,: 703-S22•7929 
Toll F ree: 800-506-2672 
NOTt : This Anny Museum is schedu led to open in 
2013. 

. Hoth of tb1!'$t mustums a.re accepting donations. 
Additionally, there art numerous accredited military 
museu,ms throughout the country. f:\'en local museum$ 
in your home town will in most enses preserve and 
d isplay it.ems io 1>erpetu:ity. 
(Editt,r'~· nqte: An)'one wlrt> n·lshes 111 dif;cu,t.s t!,ae 
matters fi111/1er, m ay c,mtact the cdlwr und your 11ame 
and address wlfl be/(}rwarded to ,1/r. NE'brrma1t.) 

Honor Flight 
April 2008 

By J,'m Sr«plle11s, f' 153 

I just go1 hon:,e from a wonderful txperience ~hared 
with a troup of \.\W II vetel'ans! T h<' l rip was 
sponsored by Honor Flight, an 01·;}rnilatloo foni1cd to 
honor W\\-' Il Vttcrans with a fr~ tri(> to Washington, 
D.C. to tour the WW 11 Memor'iat All upenses. 
includinf! Oi~l\t, hc,tr.l, and meals are pajd for by 
Bonc.> r l-Ugbtorg, They :arc funded by gr::iots and 
don11Uon,s :rnd do not ncc.tpt any monies from t he 
p:trtit.i p:\ti ng Vcltrll nli. 
We flew from San Oie,::o h> Baltimore, were p ic.ked up 

b)' tbt botelihuttJe, b:1d d1uncr. and spent the n.igbtin a 
n .ry nke hotel. \Ve were met by Honor Flight uaff, 
pre!ieoted "ith an Honor Flight T•sbi.rt wbkh was to 
Identify us on the. tour ~:nd to allow free meals when 
worn at tbt hotel. I wqre mine bome n11d got fots of 
a ttention, m,u1y kiud comments, and considerate 
q ucstion, by other ulrlinc tru•elers. 

My daughter l"H~companied mt as my ~unrdian. f:acb 
Yeteran may choost a guardian to ac.c.ot11pno)' him or 
her, or Honor .fl.it'ht v.ill pro,·id~ a.sdst:mce if needed . 
Tbt guardian d~.s ma.ke a monetary donntion to cover 

costs; bowc,·er1 it i.-. much lower than achial costs would 
ht. to make tht trip independenHy. M)• d:tughter mtt 
several other 'kids' ,111d they S:el'med to l'Lljoy the rnur 
a.ml nc.w friendships as much ns the vetcrnns. 
T b" next ruorning wc had a delicious buffet breakfast 

and sociali7,,:d while waitint fo r our tour bus. I 
discovertd that fou r of our -,::roup had done bask 
training in Camp Cron der at the same time:, th,mgh we 
did not know CQe.h othtr tlicn. Our ~roup was 
comprised M individuals from across the uatio11 
includinJ? California. 'Wisconsin. New Yc>rk, i\'e\'ilda, 
\Vnsbington, etc. Other tour groups were mndc up 
en tirely from one community and rnnny a lready knew 
each other . 

Onr p lan ned tour indudt d Arlincfou Cemetery, the 
C han~iu~ of the Guard ~t the. Tomb of th e Unknown 
Soldie.r, the. W\V l1 Memorial, the Korean War 
Meroorinl, Vfot Nam Memorial, Lincoln Meworhtl, 
fwo J ima .Memorial, and the new Air •·orce Ml'tu(Jrial. 
We ~Jso had a narrated tour as we drove through the 
city, poinrlu~ ou t the. Capital building, Wush ington 
_:\fonumeot, \\'hitc Hot1s c., ma n y importa n t 
govcrnmtnt buildings, museums1 ~ind the repall's dout. 
to tht Pentagon. Wb.ile ridlng tl1e bus to and from our 
hotel. we w.:rc sho treated to the PRS video of the 
making of t he WWtJ Memorial. 'J'hat video ~•a.s io well 
done that l b0UJ!ht :I copy fo r lll}'Stlf :111tl my fonilly. 

After boardiniz o ur bus., wllith was dtlaytd d ue. to 
mechanical problems, wt hnd to mi.ss Arlinttou and 
went dlrectlv 10 thc WW n M<'morial. On tbat dav. 
Senator Doie wa.,; there personally greeting e,•e~y 
veteran :1nd V"isile'>r he ~-OU.Id. lie willingly pnsed for 
pictum1 and took time. tO flpcak with el't r)•0n(• who 
wantfd to talk with h im . 
Thl~ 'WW II Memorial ii :1rrangedso that yuu can walk 

tht entire c;jrcle and stop to rc..sl whene,·tr ne('dtd. Our 
gronp h~d one n ter:m on oxygr.n and in n wheel chair, 
and be didn't miss anything. There were C':xtrn wheel 
chaif$.i wit h guardiam to push them, provided for 
an:vonc who needed one at any pointduri.ogt.hetour. 

We c.arue hou,c llilh tons ofplcturts and cn n more 
wonderful memories, Talking and sharing helped all of 
us to retognize our memor"ies wi1h nur families :lS W(•U 

as each other. 
'fhjs is a ouce 1n i:t lifetirne opportunicy tha.1 F.Vt:'t{Y 

Vc.ttran deservts. J urge you tn participate as soon as 
possible. You won't regret it! 

Contact: Honor i:'lii;:ht Inc. 300 E. Auburn Ave., 
Sprin~fi•ld. Olt 45S05-4703. Office wlephone is 937-
521•2400. Jim McLaughlin is the. president and his 
phone number is 614-558-6220. 

Web Address: ww;n·.IlonorFli1ht-or2. and (he ei-mail 
addreu is: info@bouorlligbt.orJ; 
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Walter ''Bo'' Harmon carried Bible 
in wrong pocket but the right pocket 
(1'h e fu/Jowlnl( iufono11rion ... "'-~ ,ake11 /-rom an ,mid<' 
wrinen by Bill Archer~ a reporter for the Bluefield D11il)' 
TeJ~g,aph who inten,iewed W11/1er "Bo·" Harmon for a 
Veteran~ Da.v sped,,/ nr,,,,spaper feature Nnvemher 11, 
2007) 

in April of 1945., no Uarmou was still puzzled by the 
nnrn;,.e. Star medal be l'eCel\'ed a 111onth earlil!r for 
heroism in ground r.omhal. "But he wa.sn'f Olinklng 
about that when a Ctrman bullet fragment r ipped 
through the pages of the i:ovenu:uent. issued Ui.ble he 
carried in his r·ig htshlrt pocket a.od pu.nctund his lung. 

Constant combat had become part or his day-to-day 
life from (;hri.,tmas day of 1944 ul'l til April 15, 1945, 
wbcu tbt b uUti fragwt.ot took hir,n outofthewar. 
"'l c.arrie.d :l couplegnnadt!-s on m y j nckt-t like soldiers 

d id back then," H armon, 82, sa:id. " I guess the bullet 
must ba,·c bi( ont of the grenades first before it broke 
npttrt and wcut through the 8ible."Severalof his foUow 
soldiers teitsed biro :1boutcarrying the BibJe in his r igb1 
pocket. '"The)' said I didn't even know wb;"tt s ide my 
heart was on,'' hes.aid. 
He didn' t feel anything 11t first He was acdngassquad 

leader that day btc.11.uit ht was t.he roost experienced. 
He had just turned 19 in Jaoua11·, but the twel, 'e g uys in 
his squad were a JI new kids ~ just in from th estates. 

'"Our objective wu to take a hill," be said. '"We did 
that vdth(lul too mud1 trouble. and we were walking 
down the other side when I got hit.After I n:u.lizcd I n s1s 
hit, I told one of the othrr guys I had b('eH shot, then 1 
sat down by a s.ftck of poles to rest until someone r.11mc 
alou~ to help me.·· 

AIIDost :1s soon as be sat d<1wn1 twu Gtr(nau soldiers 
t-food up cm the other side of the pol<'s waving :1 white 
ilai;:,. The- i;:uys in his sqmld wanted him tc., lthoot t he 
Geruu.u soldiers but when Harmon put hi, riflt lo his 
shouldrr and had one-. of them in bis sights. he couldn't 
pull the friAAcr. He said :ill the German soldiers had 
white tla,:s ataboutthat time o(thc war, but hccooldn't 
see k illing another man. 

'WaU"r E. "Bo" Haru100 bad .oever been fHrthe r than 
30 miles away from hls Abbs Valley home whtu he 
turned 18, rt.'<.'dvt:d his draft notk<' and was told wbe.n 
to go to Bluefield tot.atth a bus to Ab ingdon, Virginia to 
get bis draft physicaJ. He caught the old black Oi.amond 
Bus that ra t1 daily from War to Blue fit Id and s ptt1t his 
first night away from home in the city. 

llt bad to spe-nd the nitht i_n the old Matz Hotd in 
order to catch the bus to Abingdon the next moruin;:t, 

and wil~ \~'0rried thfll ht ,,ou ldn't h<' able to get up in 
timt , so be askt-d the-girl :.l t the cksJ.: if she would w11kc 
him u p :H 6 .-.m.., tbe next morning. 1:-or some rca11e1n, 

llar m on 
thought that 
thr hntel du~k 
derk would 
come up to hi., 
roo m and 
sh::tkc hh n on 
the Sh0\)ldt-r t~ 
wa.kt h..i.lll up. 
As :1 resu14 he 
was surprised 
w h e n t h e 
tcl<:phcmc in his 
room rang at 6 
a.m . the 
f ol l o ,-,,i n g 
nwrniuJ!. 

"\V(, did11' t 
lurvt a ltlcphooc in home," he s:1id. '· We d idn't httn a 
ear. T imes we.rt pretty htird hatk tht•n." E,·entuany, he 
figu red out the tclc:phon ... • was rini::in,:: in his room and 
:1nswered it ll was Ll1c desk derk ;!i\•lu;:t him .1 wake-u1> 
call. 
Altl1011ih he. wa!i still a little: ~roggy, Anrmon bathed, 

dr~st-d :tnd j:Ot on the cl<·nttor 10 cbetk out, have 
b rcakfosl 1H1d e:1ltb his b us. "'Whto 1 got off the 
elevator, it was kind of d:1rk. "'hen fhc l'IOvaLor Joe)r 
opc:ned, there wft,;; a fuTI-leng_th mirror on Che wall 
acros!I fl'O m it. I s:1w il, and Cb.Ol~:::,ht i t w:1.s my brother, 
W impy. I said, Hc•y Wimpy. Wb:.tt arc )'Ou doing up 
bere·., My brother and l looked a lot alikc. Whl'n I 
rcalizcd it wits ju.st o mirr(lr1 I looked a.round and hoped 
that uoone Imel setn me.'' 

tfarmon J>assed his 1,hysical exam n·ith mi pn>blcms: 
was st.>nt bden_,., l O Fort ,'\,lct1d, Md., tbtn ou to For't 
Rood, Texas for basic training. He ,,·as at Fort Mead io 
May of 1944. They were- needing guys h:id hack thcn,so 
tbey we1·e mo\'ing everyone al0UJt quickly. After he 
eiornp h.>tetl h a.sic lrninin~. be w(•111, to Mhiii.ssippi wbere 
ht wa~ :t~ig ncrl ro the 6:r~ lnfanlr~ Division . He got a 
lc11vc lei go humt j ust before he was (O be shipped out to 
Eu ro_pe. 

"I dMn' t have any money," be said. "The pay for a 
~old ier b11r.k then wa.s $50 ~l ruon lh and 1 stnl S35 of It 

• CON I INUl;I) I)-. l'ACf: l l 
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Harmon ct1rried. • • • CON'l t /\1 t I> f'RO.\1 J',\Gl, .lil 

borne l O mr m Mhcr liO ~he could }'!<'l by.'" fie was able to 
huy a rr:ain ticktt to llr L-.tol. Virgio i:t. bul ha d to ride on 
(hr s-fl'ps of a 1>ass<-n:;:cr car. lie gol a bus tkkcf from 
o ,•istol loAhin:;cJon, aod llld behind a llta1 so the driver 
~1.mldn' t see hJm. Ry doing thilt, hf' could rid(• free the 
rest of the wny ro Rluefield. "'I think he .saw uu:. but he 
didn't kkk me off," hes.aid. 

T he wost touchi ng moment oo th.:u trip occurred 
during the fi rst day \\htn lh<' train lrnd a brief lay-01.-er 
:)( Rc.;;scmt>r, ,\l:ibama. Oy th:u time Harmon wa) rc:tlly 
hun~r:v and :,lmost J)e n n.iJt"..S.s ... , v. ent inio a 
\Vooh'\'(>l' th's Stor(• and stc,te ab-Ox of C lari< Bao," he: 
said. ··Thal was alll hnd to ('8.1 on rny entire h'i )) home." 
Afttr he tomplc;te;d his rchabilirntion from bis nound 
:rnd <ai;ue bnck home, he fotWd tbc address for the 
Woolworth') in New Yori, City ,rnd scnc Lhrm mnncy to 
c<1vcrll1e prke of the caody. 

"J' , •c alwt))'S tried to he honest in en-rything l',•e dout· 
in my life,'' rtarmon ,,;aid. •· n1e.y \\'(•r(• nkk('l c:111dJ' 
bars. 1 sent them a letter explaining w hat I h:id done 

Visit Website to 
find detailed history of 
63rd Infantry Division 

Visit the 63" Jnfanlry Oh·isioo Web Site (lO.gt :11 
bU://www.63nJiofdj v,ccuu to find l1 dctuih·rl hisro.-y of 
th e' 63"' I nfantry O i\ 'ision . Included i.5 a lislin}: o f unil 
awnrds) dC'Scriptiom; of battles. a listing of b:1ttJe and 
uou-h:Ulle deaths, dcscr11,cion:. n nd ,·ie,-..s of ~u 63'" 
lnfont'rv Oivi.!lion memoria b , 

Th
0

tr<• a r c al)\:o over· 1.000 p it:lun "$ of I he ruen in 
tr·aiuio.g, iJl cc>UJll!ll, :111d on occupation du 1y. 

Yuu will fin d a Use of au ml·mon:1bilfa items l'or sale, 
information about rtunfon.s, :rnd ioqukies from 
members ,1.nd r('Jative$ se..a.n:h.iug rnr i11form:1tion 
about meui btrs 01· buddie.s. 11lus :rn ::itpbabcdcal listing 
by unit of all 63~ Infantry Dtvisi,m A5.SOci;"ttfou 
mcmhl"rs, a llstiu ~ of rt: l:1ted wel) sitt-s and of.her 
info rmation ofint('r(•!lt to n-kr:tns. 

Wcbm:t!>fer f red Clinton, T) 2~4, i" sr.-kiUJ? p hotos 
and memorabilia irnti,gl·~ fi) b( inc-luded on the web site. 

Send photos b)' em:til to joyclint(~~C-Jlmt:asi.11~1 or by 
re~ular ma.ii t.o J:' rt,d Clirllvn, 102 S. Jenkins S trtt-t., 
Afe)..audrht, \ii\ 22304. Fred's plH)nC num ber is 703~ 
751-7548. 

A ll itl"m s will bc- returned" heo pro~:<'J1.sing ha.s been 
<Ornplctcd. 

ond telling them 1 wanted to J):l )' fo r the l!ao.dy bars I 
took. Unne!'ltyis sowcthin;.: that J.'n~ thoughl of as h('ing 
, ·e,·r im porta nt i.n Uft." Ile never h('ard back f"rnm 
Woolwonh's. 

flt shipped out of N e-w York on Th:"Ulk!IJ:frin i; 1)ay 
19"4, 11rriwd in Mt11•still<·. Fnmcc, where. h(' tu11l lhc; 
soldiers h<• was sen ing "itb were l<\arlc;f1 on r.lilro;id 
bo;(e!lrs and \Vent strnight to rhe Santjl1wmines :_\r(•a. 
They urrh·td on Christmas Uay aod w('r<.· .sent strnight 
ro the front line$. He will l11:,,e,· f"nrge t the fil'S l night 
they were i..u action. 'f'heir weather was a bout th(' c.ame 
in Umt ~l:trt of f'rnMe as the wcnther is around his 
home, but thut wn" the tout)ltSt wiuh'r F,·auc(' hatJ had 
in"t \'('r;llye:c,rs.'' · 
D uring his firsl nithC in combat, Harn1(m s:1id he-came 

to the rea.li.l.1tion rh:H if :JII pnlit ici:lns were.· rcquirecl to 
spelld A few days in c-ombl'1I, fh('y would be lbs likely le, 
send h'OOJ>S into battle. "TIit.)' s.bould talk i t out, ... h<' 
said. '"None oflny m~i;.thbor'.s kno" what I Wl'JH through 
thert. J'v<- nc,1er f-lllked abouc it until right no\,, but I 
thought it impurt:rnt . for my ~randson • . Mk Imel 
8 eu\·crs, ro hear my story. He .is seven yc~1r-s old. f\'ln.ybc. 
his ~cncrat io,l won't ha,'(' to go to w:w ... 

Almost tlS soon us t he 6J"" lnfautry urd,·ed on line. 
scvcir:11 of the tl'Ot•1)s w(•r(' sent to fJW-tt the Cerman 
offensive known as tht 8:aute of thl1 Bulge• but 
llarmon's unil n-nHtinc.-:1 oo line in the Sorn·guemines 
t1rea. On flcbru~ry 17, 194:', fonr Germ:111 tanks and a 
cornr,a nyof soldiers o,·t r rnn their 1>osilion. 
"I wt1s j ust :1 lazy old country boy," be confessed. "'We 

wete otdrn:-d lo dii; foxholes tbot morning, l)ut I did n ' t 
w::au t to <Ug :any more foxhole!i. We had ;1Jrc.-~dy d ug so 
nrnny. \\'ht•n I hc:ird the German t:tuks corning, l 
star ted di1(i;:ini;: right.a w~)', bul ubcml ev.:ryonc where l 
was feU b:1ek. W hen r looked up, tl1eonl) one I ~aw n as 
u lituleoant who was laying in a ditd1. Ile-wa,,; ta lkiog to 
somMnc on th e radio. Usualtv thtte \\:.-t.S another 
!iOldier wHh him to catry tl1(• IJatt<:rie~ but he w:as there 
a.lone.'' 

He went over to the lleutemmt fo ~ee if h<• cou ld help, 
aod was mid to go up to tbt t<1p ol the bill and tell l1i111 
where. the $woke shell l~ude-U. Ht1r111011 did as he ,-..as 

0 l.,\)1, l l.Nt!EO ON P.\Gf: .U 

NOTICE 
It is no longer ni.::cessary for Lifo \(.,.mbcrs to 

puy a surcharge of five dollars aonuall~._ That 
polic~• was in effect for one year, and that ye-ar 
ended in 2004. 
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FULL l'AOE • !60.00 
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"HOTSHOTS" 
WE NEED YOUR HELP 

l 

As you may know, the money ool!ected from the Ads 
s'llll8 Swvooi1/Ad Bookis used tohelpoff-sel some of 
the reunion expenses. 

MOS1 of the money defr::iys the 0081 of the bancJ. free 
-bee,. soela and enterta.Jnrnent during the reunion. 
With pl'i¢Cs consro,ntty lncrea~lng, we are sek!ng f01 

your suppon to help us keep the reunion cost oown fO' 
our ro!i,cd mombCr'$, 

So would youpJeasa place anad in the souvenir Ad 
lloo1<1 

Mala~ chtt.k(s) payable to: 
60TII REUNION 63,d OIVJST01' ASS'N. 
and mall to: 

homw luC011$1t 
Post Offiee Box 86 
,IJqrm:t·o, Indiana 47963 -------

, ____________________ urr.So•x.,ww,• -----------

·------------------- -•--------------
c.,. __________ s~u,: _ __ ,_, _ __ r-\1 ... _____________ _ 

..Ull>f\lltCl8y. - -------------
:<!,...,...,.. __ _ ____ .. ,. ___ _ 

] 
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Harmon carried . • • 
told :md after lbt fir.st shell hjt, be told the lieutenant it 
was too short and corrccl1()nS were made. \Vhtn the 
scc.oud shell hit, Hannoo told him the distance ,t.1.s 
right, but Lht)' ntt'dcd to aim more lO l ln~ ri.i,:.ht " ( hear d 
him chan~e the COOl'dimHl'S :uu.l 3':a y, 'lire for C'ffcct!' 
said Uunnnn a nd ii w;is the most rrwfu l thing I c,'('t 
s:1w.1t '\\-flS Like 11,e whole artillc:l'y opened up on them 
at 1.ht~ame time. Tliey~ot twot:tn ks ,·ight awny. but all 
I could think about was au of Chose German soldiers. l 
bad bt.~u in plenty of fights wich 9 lot of peopk 
shooting, but in the whole t ime I was th<•r<· I ncnr 
nirncd It ~hor and firt<l at another person. J YeaUy fc:lt 
bad about au Mtho.,c soldiers who died thaf day." Tbe 
lieutenant told thtrmon he had don<· n swtll joh uncl 
had $:tn:d everyone's life but un he e-ould thfok about 
was all the ~oldiers who had died. 

Less than a month later. Harmon W:t$ :i. squad Jcnder. 
After be n:·1s hit. lhe squ:td to-Ok prisoners a nd mon:cl 
on. ne as~u.med that tbe.ywould send a medic to ~N him 
help. "I got Sh(1t at around noon, but rwhody came .fol" 
me. I t mis getting d8rk, l!tnd f must h:,\·e drifted off lo 
sleep. Sometime in the ni:;ht, a Yoice came to me a nd 
said: 'Y(1u' re going to be all right.' A nd thnt was au. 
\\'hen da,ylight came the ne,-t morning, the same voice 
woke me up, only ii was louder lhestC'<md fimc." ' I told 
you ~·ou'rc gong to be ;di r i;:ht, ' the voice s2id. It was 
:!bout nfoe o'clock and l woke up to see- five or six birds 
right thel'e on t lrnt Slack of poles. Two or tllrte were 
cl1irping :ind two or three \\'(' rt' singing.J r ea.litt:d then I 
,Yas J_;:1)ing to ha,·e to try co ~et back t(, my u nH." 
lie stripped off his fleld jackec, d ropped his rifle and 

st:1rttd bl\<:k u1> the hill hi.s squad bad taken over the 
1>rc~<ious 1hty. l·ie .;ould only make two or tb.ret steps at 
a time before he had to ,.es4 so it took ubout aU h is 
l'nergy to climb buck lO the top of the hi.II, h ue after 
gctt..in i.; there, it wasn't long before he made ir b:::ttk to 
his unil. 

Wheo ht .saw hill lieuteoa.ut. b<• :t.Skt'd why they bad 
not se1Jt som..-onc- to gd him :i.nd was told that a.nothcr 
guy in lheout(il named J a fllHH) h:ld gotten k ill.eel tb.al 
d:iy, and there- was confusion \,ich the name i.ssue. 
'When he got brick to tilt- :tid lit:ttion, tht. wedk tuhl l1irn 
tlu.• llihle had s:t,·t•J his lire. H ttnuoo had rilwof$ 
(:anicd the nible in his l'ight shlrl ~)(1ckct and rbe J?ll)'S 
used to t1b him nbour rhat, hul1 "l ,::ut):S I h:td my Bible 
in the r ig hr poC'kec after all," s:tid H.a rwon. 
llt wall transported to ,1. fldd ho~1>il!il (iUed with two 

rows of t1111Ya.s cots first and chcn sent to a better 
ra<:ility wbc.re he \\&S in a regular hospit:, J bed. A 
surgeon l"i'.Ol(lve.cl the buUcl from hi5 chest but whoever 
deaned tbe room also lh.tcw the bulJel aw~y. He did 
ma.o:lgt to hold on to the blood-soaked Bible that also 
c:()nt:tincd a le tter from his brother. 

Aft('r he rctvrned home, ht.~ went to work in the 
Pocahontas Fuel Company store In RMsscvain, and 
urn.rried bls C'hildhood ~wr:c-thtart, 8erth:f. on M:lrcb 
14. 1945. i\loncy was short at t he C'l)mpauy slorc. iO 
lhrmon worktd :tt the Pocaho111ots Fuel co:il mloe at 
Jenkinjones for tbn:e years so be could snvc enough 
montylo buyabomeinAbbsVa.llcywith a G.J. loan. 

Rt! rcaHy didn't ha,·t the strenJ::lh to work i.o tl:n~ coal 
m ines but felt he had to do sowctltluJ: so he could e:::irn 
enough mooey lo pu l n dqwn paymtn( on 01c hems~. He 
we111 IJack t(, the company stor e fo r a ~hort rime. 1111d 
e,·e n though his f11rmal ccfrn::lriQ1l t ndcd in eig,bth 
grade, he c:1rned his GED and passed lbt Cjvi( Service 
test. l fe ~ot a job as poslwa.stcr o f the Bol.sse"nin Post 
Office. :111d reti red from tb:lt poslrfon :1r1<:rth ir1)1 yNl l'S 
(l(service. 

T:l:1.Cwdl Count)• mappinj! per:\onnel c.:dh-d the stret:t 
where he a nd Bertba h~vt lfrt'd for 60 \'Cart. "'lfo 
Street.,., T h.:-i.r tl:tu:;:hters, BrcJ)d~ Cnlc H~rmo~ and 
Diam· 8e:i.,•ers • .-nd their grandson, Mithncl Hy~rn 
Beavers, tlll liw thcrt as welJ. flarmon th iJ)ks thty eall 
it Ro Strett b<'t:tusc they h:!d tbeflrst liou~e lhere. 

llo said he served i11 the mil.it:tf)' ror IS month-.. bur 
ne.\•er tc,ld his story to an~ ofhb ncighbOt'S. Ht tc)ld thi5 
story bocaust.' he thought his grandson should kuow 
w hat he d id durin~ World War I 1.. 
Harmon'li r:tbric,.,c.ove1·ed Bible W:tS published in l942, 

where ou the cover 11age it s.1ys, "'rrrcrmrt'-d for use or 
Protestant Ptrso11ntl of the Army o f lht- United Siates •· 
On a t.·c)ld d::iy in A1>ril just 22 days before Ger rnany 
surrtndcn:ct, l:l:lrwo11's lilllc G.l. Bible meant the 
d ilJtteucc bttween life and death fo r a 19-year..old 
1een:1gt'r from Abbs Valley. 

Robert P. Daly 
trained in field battles 

Hy D0'1NO Gilmli, for- Jhe Wi.1$l1i11t,:ton WW lf Memorial 

R obert P. Daly was drnftt...'ft from r ·11:widen,e, l:lbode 
Island on Februar y 12, 1944 ar ForL lkvans., 
Mass:tc.hu~ctts. Ue pr<·p:,rt.·d fo r lnfa111t-y Combat d uty 
:1s u riO~m:1n a t Camp Vara Dorn in M ississippi. Uc wa$ 
assigned to the 63rd LlJantry Oi,•i.sion, Compa ny L, 
Rt:gimcnt 253, w htrn he was ll'ahu:d cxtensh'ely in fidd 
b2ttles. Spl~cd mar<:h\!S a nd intiltrotion cour:\:es. 

He reported lo C anJp Shanks iu New York 01.1 
November 4, {944 :.)Sa f> rh:ate Finl Cl:tss and traveled 

• CONTINU•:o o .~ l',\(.a; JI! 
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1979: (d Witt 2002: Oonn:l LaCosst 

1980: Ed W irt 
198 1: l'~dWiH 
1982: Ed Witt 
1983: lid Witt 
1984: F.dWiu 
1985: F.d Witt 
1986: M nrray Moott 
198i: Murr.-i~• Moore 
1988: Tom Li\11-k:1 
1989: Tom Llazkn 

I 990: LJ•dia Liszka 
1991: L~'dht Lis.Gkl'l 
1992: Lydia Liszka 
J993: l..ydi:t Us-zka 
1994: L_ydia Lisdm 
1995: Lydia Liuka 
1996: LydiaLis:tka 
1997: r .ydia J.is~ka 
1998: Lydin Uszka 
1999: L~'d.ia Liszka 

2000: T.ydin l .b1:ka 
200 l: Lydi:l Liukn 

2003; Oon1)a La.Cos11-t 
2004: Donn:• Lacosse 
2005: l)cinn:t LaCo:s~ 
2006: Donn:. LllCOSSt' 
2007: J)onJJ:1 L:.1Cosse 
2008: Oonn:1 l.;jCosSl\ 

Editors o.l Blood,~ Fire 

1951 - 1953: 'f ,t-stcr Noel 
1954•1959: Rob(•rtCapabo 
1960-1970: ll•ruic Brooks 
1971-1979: turl Kipp 
1980: Bernie llrooks 
1981-1984: \Villj:\m Mnrtin 
1985-1995: .\'ateSpigel 
1996-2005: Albl'rl .l. C()nli 
20054~2008: Donna La COSS(' 

NOTR A b<>oklct, size 6'' ."J 9''. "'"'aS distributed to 
members from 1949 until 1951. No ed itor w:1$ 
id<'.ndficd. 

C COMPANY 2.53 - Bock row, from the left: Pi_p<'r, 19 of Alab1una; P:antcline, l 9 of New ,Jersey; Marvin Karr, 20 
<,fllli110is; Melvin K:irr,20 ofl.Uinois; O Limski, 19 of New Jersey. 
Pronr Row, from the left: \Vright, 26 Qf Virginia; Gregg. '!; G~osen, '!; Souck, 19 of Illinois and Stowe. 3S of 
()rcg•.m. 
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For our new Con,pany Commander Lt. Harold 0'1Veill 

S.u~a:!fflti(ms for 9nt,, ... Jinc c;v3lu;1ti,111s: 

Among ev:1luaHoru of sulJordilmtc ufritcrs included in 
annua l mililary etliciency ratings - 01) \,hi1;b (":tr(•('rs 
hinge - wt.rt (he follo"·iui;, l'.Ompiled by PAJtAOE, 
S•ptewber28, 1958: 
He ba~n•t~1ny mi:ntal tr:li~. 

Nl'td.s c:.,.~rul wa1ching $ince he bordeJ's on tbC" 
briUia111. 

A particularly nnc np1Mla.rancc- " hen JFlinting at th e 
blackboard. 

Belitvt>s sinctrdy iu the t•owcr of Prnyer :rnd if .is 
astonishing to note how m,rny tl11u.~ his 11n1ye~ art 
answered. 
OpNt to sugg1$ticins hut ne,·crfollow~~:lme. 
Ne,•tr m .tkcs thes,uuc mistake twice but i.tse-erus to rue 

be l1as Jllade t hl~m all at ka~( on Ct>, 
If any change in 1>olicy or prowdure, he can be rtlic-d 

upo11 h> produt<' fhe im1,r(lbOble hyJu1th<·tical ,itu:ttion 

Tlie year 1943 at 
Camp Van Dorn 

T his picture wa~ taken :at Cami> Van Ooru, Mjssi.ssippi 
iu 1943. lfarol1I 1·H:1I" O'Nem is dri\'ing (he jctp nnd 
Case)' Is In the 1>0.sscngtr stat; 'Rthind him i~ Trostle 
and Taylor is ,;tnnding behind Jfal. 

Did Um K,ww? k 1,oste~' eamwt crow if they can't ji,lly 
e..xfeml their 11eck't 

on which the new policy will not wol'k. 
Is stable unde.r pressu11e and is not influcntOO by 

su periors. 
Is li;c('11Jy a naly t iea1 and hi.s highly de\'elo1>t-d 

mc notlity could best be uti.llz.td in lb t.• rl':l'l'a.rch and 
devtlopuu:nt field. l ie lacks commoo. stJl.St. 
Teods lo ovtr-csthn:.HC hims(•lf a ud under-e~i"imntc his 

p rohlews, being surprised :.lnd con fused by the 
rcsu ltin g situ nti n n s. 
A ni11dtpc.•11dcnt thinker with a mediocrewe.ulality, 
l\'faint:.tius ~ood relations u II ihttcntlly. 
An exc<:ptiOnally well-qualified teach('r w"ilh a broad 

base. 
Tend$ to ere.ate thl• impn•ssfo u of un-p Qi;it ive 

p-.-rsunality through u cedlc.ss :rnd u ndisctrning 
gtu tility and sof1 -.s1)ol.,:enoess. 
Of average intelligence exGcpt for lack ofj u di;:;meut o u 

nne occ-:.ision in attcwptiuJ: to capture a rattle inake. for 
w hich he was hospH.aliu<I, 

T his officer, by stayin::; in tbe OJilifary. bns dcprl\!(•d 
some,,illage ofao idiot. 
Tried him drunk. Tr i e.d him sober. No ,:tood t ithc., r way. 

-Notice-
Please support the reunion connnittce by send.ing 
au ad for the Souvenir Book. There is an Ad Book 
Rese rvation form in this is-sue of tbc Blood und 
flre for you to use and the address of f>ono~ 
LaCosse. 

Notice 
DEADLINE FOR 

THE NOVE1\1BER 2008 
ISSUE OF THE 

BLOOD AND FIRE 
IS ON OR BEFORE 

SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 _ 
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William Frank Arket publishes 
The First Born, story of his life 

(fllefo/lo"''ing U,fi1rn1u1;qn WRS takcmfrom t/re. Jlousfrm 
Cl1ronide, Neighborltood Ne,c,s. Credit ),tiveu to Kim 
M,>rgan) 

Wllllam "Frank" Arktt beg~n writing down bu lift 
history, tbe h.isto.ry of his family, hi$ military family, 
and what was p lannl~ to be a keepsake fo r his children, 
be-came a m)\·el and was published through BookSuri;c-, 
n s11h-sidiary of Amnton In 2003. Arket, 90, said he 
dld•'t c,a11 It an autobiography because it is o story and 
he.wanted to tell it :11511 story. 
Ile began ,.1th his parent's courtsbJp in 1917, to their 

marriage and to their deaths when Arket wns eleven. It 
al.so inc.luda h isttrugglcs to e!u:ape life in the iteel milb 
of Pcnnsylnnia and to hlf Army and milllary 
intcJligenct careers. 

Arter bb parents died within sh: m()nths of each Qtbe.r 
in 1929, Frank ~'as ra.bed by his gTandpan::nts. His 
molhc-r was acc:.identally shot while w()rk.ing iu ;, 
spontng goods 1tore and his fath r.r died from a thr(' l'­
slory raJJ after jumping from a window to escape with 
his gambling winnings. 
This changed Frank from a street kid to a good kid • 

h is grand_pannts were peopl(' of faith, therefon> Ft,wk 
went 10 mornlnt Sunday scbool and ev,ming church 
sen1ces every week. 

lie worked in the steel mill following hi.11 graduation 
from high llchool until he was d raftM shortly bcfor-e 
Worht \Var 1J in 1941. He was a mtmbcr of the original 
cadres of the 9th, 8·2,Dd, 84th and 63rd lnfautrr 
Division in France where he fought in the Battle of 
Colmar Pocket. Arket received the Combat 
lnfantryman Badgt., Rronie Star and the Oak Leaf 
Cluster. 

After being diKbarged, he worked in a sfrtl mill in 
mlwood C-tty for l6s than a year before. returning 10 Lht­
ar11.1y ttnd trainittg us u spet"-htl ag<·nt in 1uilitary 
intelligence fo r the Coun ter luttlli~encl' Corp (Cle). Ile 
was asslgne-d to a detachment In Munk.Ii, Cerrtl:lny 
"'btn he worked on projects to counter <.:old Wa.r 
objt (tiw.s-by eorumnnists again~ the U.S. Army. 

Later he m•s assigned to the Pentagon :15 ao Anny 
Security Oetac.hrue.nt. during wb.icb time he earoed a 

-·--·· -·--·----------

lmthelor's dl--gn·e in military sci<•ucc from the 
University or (\brylaod. He retir<--d from the army in 
198.1 with a nmkof chiefwarrnnton1t•.er 1v. 

Prnnk :rnd h is high schodl sll·('dbcart. Oorothy Hill, 
were married be-fore 1,e- left for Lht- \'far nnd hocJ more 
tbnn 50 ycari fogethcr before her dt-alh iu 1993. Th C)' 
bad four-ch ildren. Their tirst~born son. Bill, d ied at age 
Z-7 lo a 1971 hunting.related rttddcnt in California, 
.\od .Bill's six-year· old sou died two wttks fater in a c;,ir 
nccide.nt in El Paso . 

Recau!$e the famil.y g rew up io a mnit~ry family, tbe 
k.ids only had occasicm:tl , •isih of a very shu11 duration 
, v'ith their re.lafi\'<S, i:O lh(')' had always htcn curious 
uhuuL thl.' family aud ih history. 

Frank's second sou, J im, a W('St Uulvt-rsity Plact 
resident, encouraged hisfathe-rto wrUeCh<' book which 
took abouL three ye~.rs (o finish what be began i.u 2000. 
"\Ve ada:d him to sit rtown and put e,·eryth ing on 
JJaper," s:iid Jtm. F rank did, ~nd the p roj 1.>ct bec:i.me a 
book, which included thing.\: he h:tdn' I btlke-d about 
whtn h is children were younger. 

Fnrnk, "Im n o:sidl'.lS iu Houston, Tuns, now spends 
time ,1sit~ bis children aud p hl)'ini brid,;te, 

Nei·er break )'lmr bread (Jr l'()U in your soup. 
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IMOK Chapter members hold fall 
mini reunion in Springfield, Ohio 

lMOK C hapter memben m<'l i1t the Fairfield Inn In 
Spr lngflcld1 Ohio on October 91 JO :md I I, 2007 for 
their faU mini ti'uninn. Donna ::iod Ed Fowle h()ii tcd the 
tffa.lr. 
After arriving on Tuesday afternoon and checking 

into their rooms, members eathc-red roi: eocktnils nnd 
, ,1s1t1ng hdo~ hll\'ing diner ar Ry&n's Steak Howe. A 
businessructling followed with Ed F()n'le presiding. 

Since IMOK will be hostinu tht: Nutional Reu.nJon in 
August, 2008, business \!entered 11round plans for the 
r l.'union. Thi$ included nami ng the offlctrs fo r the 
National Reun ion \\-ith John Dietrick as pl'esidt nt; 
Carl Anderson. first , ,Jte prcsidtnf; Jack Linscott, 
SN'Oud vice p r esident; Clair<' Gcrity, tre.1surer, tllld Ed 
FowJe.'WiU serve as advisor. 
J udy Schaeffer w:is appointed :u chairmnn of tbt' 

Women's M<·tting, ·with lthoud;1 \VoJ,,.c r ton and Gina 
JsemiJ•~er assisting, Donntl. J .aCosse~ill be in charge of 
the Ad/Souvenir Book. 
Sc,,cral s uggestions, inc-luding a city tour. Sµcedway 

and Mu.stum tour, 11 visit W Conner Prairie, plus other 
points of interest Wt'r(' made by 1ht members. Th i~ 
information will be gi\'e11 lo the Anny Rt-u nion 
Planners. 
Tlie 2008 Nntional Reunion wiU ta.kt: f>htce al the 

Marriott East in lndi:Ul:tpQlis, Indiana Au,;::ust 20 to 
August 24 \\ith the Armed Forces Reunion P1£inncrs 
making the.11rran,zemtub. 
T he sp r ing chzaptcr meeting will take. place at the 

Marriott l~ust on May 20, 21 arn.t 221 2008. This w ill be a 
workruetdng; nti !lctivitics have bt:tu planned. 

L,aCosse ,mggt.-sttd each member of the Chapter b uy 
an ad to be1>lact'd in the Ad/Souvenir Boo k. Since this ls 
the 60th ,mnlvc,rsary fortheA~<H~iation>sht would li ke 
to see thick pai::,I.'$ of htm(irl), memorlllls andfor 
c.ongratulatinns in this bookie! that is pres<'oted to 
everyone aLtendiog the re.u.ofon and tn those who 
suppor ted the ad hook but~·e unable m ath:nd . 
1-ollowlog breakfast at the Inn on \Vcd nesday, the 

group car-pooled to their first tour of the Fran k L-loyd 
W right Home> aflcr which they enjoyed lu nch at The 
Family Restaurant, and thtn tour~d the Pennsylvania 
House. Down time followed at th~ Inn aod it w"s off to 
Slmon..Kcnton.J.nn fn.r. dinnPr. 

f?ollowi11j? b ru kfa5t a t the h lll on Thursday, tbtr<' 
were g;ood~b ye. h ug.,; and last minute "s:,abbing" befo re 
me:mbers began theirjourm:y hon1e. 

Finds coat in 
aid station pile 

H arold "Hal'1 O'Ntill wearina a Iona toat he took from 
a p Ut of clothioa: at the Aid Station. lie thought U a b ig 
improvement over the mackinaw! This p icture ~·u 
taken after the:.Bllttfe. ottbe Buh!e w3• 6v~ 
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Robert P. Daly • • • • CONTISL t:O FROM rAG~ 16 

by Troop Shl1> convoy on N<wembe.r 25, 1944 for 
Mars.e.illts, France. a rriving nn Dc-ctwber 8, 1944, 
where he continued on the fron t line to 
Sarrenqliemines, Franc<:, arr'lvh:ig on December 16, 
1944 for combat. 
He was wounded on January 23, 1945 from s hrapnel 

by an fl3 Gern1a11 to.nk sbeU in the 8attlt' of tbe 
R hineland. Tbt t,·oops were pinned d1,wn on the Hill 
for J 6 hours in the bittl~r cold. 

Suffcriilg froru Shrapnel wounds aud frosibile, he 

International 
Relations 

By Har1Jld O'Neill, 83rd Sigmt! 

We con Id see P:tr is in the distance, but we had orders 
to stay pul and It.I theFn:och troops take il. E,·cnluall)', 
a column of trucks appeared carrying French 
Sen<,:lcse. 'rl1ey all seemed to be i,ix foot plus, wort big 
s miles, and lt' Crc carrying \Vol'ld War I riOcs with two­
root baso1u:rs. Later, we bi.vouacktd in a fie ld near a 
swall ail'sh'ip and found so·m<'. Seneg,lese al.ready 
camped there. 

When off d uty, the black J\fric:am; were'! friendly and 
htlpful, C'Ven though they d.ld notspe.ak Frtntl1. Wbtn 
.a~mall ph1nc needed gasolfoe to be poun:d in from five­
gallon caus, t"'O Sene~lcse pkkt--d up a fifly-fh'e gallon 
drum with a hose :ind held it unirb<•ad to fill t.he tank. 
A.ilothcr time, one of our j teps had a Oat and we lacked 
a jack. ·rwo g·rinn1ng Senegltsc took turns holding the 
jeep level until t he wheel was·cban ged. 

At nii::bt we had a prnh lcm. ·rhcy patrolled the 
perimeter nntto our latrine afca. Jtw11s a thrill lo s-ee a 
O.a.sb uf teeth in tbe dark and find a two.foot bayonet at 
your throat. When nature cnllcd1 some of u s learned to 
walk into a f'Md away' from the Jatr ines can·ying a 
shovel. Others j ust becaooe C'.onstipated . 

Rem,•mber- Be 11ice to people until you make a mill/on. 
After lhaJ pt!Ople ~'ill he nice fo.1,:011. --------

w:ts brough t Lo :tu Aide Statfou, tbeo tnnsferrtd to 
Ue-ims, franc,• where he W:lS :lW:trded the Cnmhilt 
l nf9ntry Iladg(':, the rurpll• Head and the f.uroptan 
African MiJ.illt: Eastern T beater ltibhon \\'ith onc­
nn·1n:,;tSrnr. 

'ffo was r<:rurned to the United States to a 
Conv:des<:en.l IIO$l)ital a t Camp Durner- in North 
C:tn)lina, where he remained uoHI ho norably 
d tscharged on Scµil'm1J e-t•6, 1945. 

O'Neill in 1943 

Huold •·nal" O'Neill in 1943 nt Comp Vail Dorn, 
Mississippi. 'fht matk:in:lw was worn by the Signet 
during the .BattltoftheBuJge. 
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My dad - James L. Bender 
served in the Single Company 

hp J. l>ermis Brn,li:r 

Arte,· watcbi114: Kl'fl Ourn~• "11n~ Ww:" ii gave QlC a 
much better idea CJf nh.il things musl bavt been like in 
the l nfaulry fi1;,h(in;;. in .f ran\'c ::ind Germany. 

My rather, ,fames T.. Ht~n<kr, a Technical '.',cr$!ean 1 
(Terh nkllln 4" CJ:u.s-Cry1>(ogl'aphic Technician), had 
been d esignal<•d to :'lllend OCS b ut the Uh,; .,;io1J 
Corn1.1:1:wder nixed it hccaus<' th(' llMsicna ":1s about to 
h<' shippcrl out to Frauc<- and refused lo release llim for 
OCS. Ot1d said that the ad\•:mtai;e of btlng a 
n-r ptographer 0 11 (he t roop ship wni: that they w<'re 
housed in specia l q ua-rt cr ~ g ual'd in~ the ir 
cryptog:rn1,hk machine. much like the German 
£11ign1a ma('binc.As such, b e did not tu1,·c f () w:tH in the 
long never•elldiug, chow lines abo~lrd lht troop ~hip. 
Dad earned :l r~ni ng of 1•"f.:\pcli" fo r the .30 cal. :\·J-1 
:.md tla~ .30 enl. Cnrbine be carried all d uring the war. 

My father S('rvtd in the foUowin~ c:unp:1igos :rnd 
bauil•s: GO (GentraJ Onlcr) 33 & 40 WT) (War 
Dep:trtmcut) 45 (1945) Rhim:lnnd Central E uropt. 
Servi<'e schools included Basic 1'raioing a t fort Ord, 
Ca lifo rnia: German lntelligenc.e School :1L C:.imp Van 
Oorn . .MJssL'Ssipp i; Mc~~ge Cente r School; St·.hool of 
Cryptography ::ind Voeaci,; 11ul Cn11ns.elors SthooL 
His acth'itie:- comisted of super, ising h,·elni (U) w<•u 

in th e 63 ... Di\'i.sioo's )lesn~c Center in ihe E.uropean 
T beater ofOpcrntions {ETO). He wa.s r c~ponsible for 
the j r c.on t ro l tt n d coordi natio n aud 
cntiplu:n:d/deci1>h<'rtd da.ssified messa;:.cs u~ing au 
tr1u.•.s nf c r~·ptograpbic sy~tcms a1Jd equipmc•nt u,;,ed by 
1 be Army. lfr h:1odltd secrt-L t<)mmunications a nd 
m:1iohtined Ulc cr~ptr,grnphk files a fl<·r being tlear til 
by Army I nfelligence for such wor k. 

Fortun a rclv. he was ne-,·er wuunded but h<.· ,-..·as , ·cry 
d isa ppoint Ni that lw b:1d be('1) _prC'\'Cnlcd frnm going: to 
OCS. He. ,,as awon·lcd lhe Good Conduct Med aJ: 
American Campai;::,n .Mt!dal; Eu1•op<'a11 African 
i\·tidd le Eastern Cawpai;::,u )'!cd:tl wi1b two b rortzt 
stars; WW 11 Victory ited:d: and tht ASH Scort 59 
(Adv:t1H~ed Service. Roting ~ure) La1>tl Dutton at 
d isd,argt. 

O:id had a really wond,•rfu l collection of Ccrman 
mem e.otos that I re:tUy wishe.d he. hod ktpt hut he. was 
:tpp:1reJJUy prtssorcd into stllin~ a n of them by a 
relative who v.-a.~ a1,pareu tly ' '('I')' anti-war. 

Onec,fmy conelusion.s a bout Che don nside of b is bci,1g 
away du.ring tlu.•. _ycar11 l w~s tl\ O and thrcc W:'I~ that f 
thiok I bonded mo~ closely with my Mother and 
Gr:rndparet'lt!,;, with whom I tben lh·l'd, tha n l did with 
him, thr ough tlO fauJt of his own. 
Prior to \ \'orld Woil' U , m~· parents l i\ ed in C lcweland, 

Ob.to. l was horo i\•lar<-h 16, 1942. l\ly fr1 ther bad 
g rnd uattd from Wooi.ter C'ollc,~.;- with a 8.S. iu 
C hc mistl'y aud \\:ts placed 011 tbt- Rosier or Scil'ntific 
and Specialized Pt'r~onncl b)' the War Monpo,-..·N· 
<.:ommission. He was working for my Grnn(l fa(ht•,·'s 
WesL End Lumbe.r Comp an~, wh('n be wt1s drnt1e-d into 
theArmJ' o n Feb ruary 19, L 94-1. I was IJO( yN two years 
old. He reet·h-cd his fir:st st101s: '.\forch 2, 1944; str\'Cd in 
the t:S for 15 m onths and io Eurvpe fo r seven months 
u ntiJ h.is honnrahle dischnl'ge 011 Oc,cember IJ, 1945, 
j usl in t imefor Chri)tmas. 

I can .stiU ,·emtmbt·r lh-ing in C lt•vel:uid, ~Had l 
re member lh'ing with my .Mother and Grnnrlpnl'ents 
0 11 Foresl Ro:td in Lak ewood, O hio. I tan :tlso 
remembe r my Mother reading his leltcrs from 
Germany. includ in~ oue "rittcn <,n a million~Murk 
German ba uknc)le . 

My p l:1ymat<' ucrch~ the street was the d~ugb ter of 
Vernon Stouffer, the founders and owutn o f S touffers 
Corpor:ufon. Little did J know I hat J \\Oul.d be li:vlng on 
Stouffers froztu dinners during tbeSum mt-r Sci,sion in 
.-\.m1 A rbor while In C.roduu1c S~hool! O ne thin2 I 
cle.uJy re.mtmher about my Crandpareut') bouu,\ in 
1.,111.::ewood was 1he orieota l c.aq.11.'fs. W hen you :tr<' Olat 
age, a nd spt•ud a lot oftirue d ose tn 1he. carpets, you 
n ·mcmber! 
Jhu n·as h <mor:lhl'f d i!-char}!<·d cm December 13, 1945 

at the se1>a-r.1tion · center :u the l ndi:rnto,,·u G~1p 
M ilitar.)' Restn;1tiuu in p __.n osylv.tnin a nd w(~ m1n-ed to 
S t C l1:.-trl~ Strtt•tin L:1ke:,voorl, Ohio. 

My fnthe:r never talked about his war· exp(•ril'UCI.'~ 
w hilf: my brother and 1 "('re ;:r(m in;; up a1ul. 
unfortunately. lrn,·ing de"e:lo1>ed S[ul fi-infuct 
deillc•1Hia. ;rnd being 87 years t,lfl. it wa<. -no lon~cr 
possible to ta lk to him :,bout thos.c- txpcd ences prior to 
hi~ passing, though he had ap1)artutl) occasionally 
.:-ommented oo tb<'m to fo l.k.s at his nursing_ hnme in 
)Juut:111:t. 
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Smitty's 38th Fox Company Hot Shots 
mini reunion held in Baton Rouge 

Smifly' s 38th Fox CornJHIOy Hot S hots .Mini f{eunion 
was hC'ld at tl1e Ram:ida Inn in lb ton Roog<·, Louisian::l 
from Ma.rth 10 to Marc.h 15.2008. 

Or. )1ark CaOeberry, 01u- leader, informed us th11t 
forty Hot Shots were signed up to attend; but flS D·dfl~ 
ap1>1·0:ecbed. ten had to c:uu:t>I due to lu::d(ll µrobltllLS. 

Hot Shot! stttrted (O arrh•e on :\1:lrch IO. The 
sc\"'Cntccn prcs<'nt had dinner ~• Don's Se.afood 
Reshturunl that tv(•11i11~. 

The followin~ day the mt.n reminisced, telling old 
Stories fn t11c hospitality 1'00Dl wh.ilt the WOUU.'ll did 
nll;ll (hey kuow best. S~That cvcninj!;, hn-:nty of us 
wenr ro Bnmet's for dinner. 
Oo \V~dn~sday, six or us m.•r<· d.inut-1' "uests of the 

Centreville town folk$, ·we ar·rived <'It Ccntrtwille Van 
l)nrn World Wtrr II Museum :U S:30 p.m. und was 
~reele.d by .\1usl'um Di.rtt:lOI', Vkki Nat1el'ville a.od 
staff. Wt h>url'-(1 the museum, the-ti pro('t<'ded to thr 
chu rch h11II where Or. Fields and towo folklJ: greeted us 
fo r our aunual d inner. \\'c I lot Shots wii.h to l.'xpressour 
sinc:crc dccpc5t ::ipprcciMion for the t1n(' hospitality 

bestowed up on U.\i to all who partk ipult.'ll, 
T he next dny, T hu rsday, wi.' had our banqoet at 

rtuffi n<1' s 'four St:n Rtsrnur:rnt. re began by PllyLUs 
Bennett n~dtiu;.: the im•oc:ufon wrirtt l) by Dr. Jerry 
Gilden, due to bis bcini :1bsent for hei1lth rc.:1~ons. We 

My dad .... 

"More titan 16 million Ame.rka11s sened in 1.he armed 
fQr«s dJ1riJ1g ,he war. Fewer tlt,m a millio11 evet saw 
serious combat. The i1{(ttt1try represt,itedj11s1 14 J.,erccnr 
of /J,e lrtJQ~· overScus. Rut n•Jw,·ew:r they /QUR,l,t • iu 
North Africa (Jr rile S(mtlt Pacif,c Qr Western Eun,pe -
the infantry: ht>re rlu:. hrunt t,fthef,ghti,rg ffll the gr1mnd -
a11d se11e11 out of te" s,~[feutl eas1111/1ie:s. 

Those iu the inftwtr_v - ht tire Ar1t1)' nnd .'1at-1lles -
e11durttd hardship$ mu/ Jwrr11rs fl,r wl,idt m, tr"i,,b,g 
could e\•er lun·c prepared them. Tire ,'n/allfry wa.s r/u: 
wurkl,orseiJ/ themililflry; 111)/ 011~i;faced with hollliug the 
1.memy bM u/sc, r>Jieu asked tQ do phy$i<:al labor a; the 
/rout litres 1ramp11rtill[; the/Qod, d(Jt/1i11g. ""'"flous mu/ 
medicine needed to wi11 the war. TltCJ' e.xpc.rknced the 
w1,.ro:, 1it>t.m eelsedid. ' ' 

--------.. ... ,,. 
! - ~ -

l/emw11 and K11re,r Fahilmi pos.e wlt/1 Emma Zt'/1 
Ki11Kslt111 «:.· she we-k,mu!S them IQ the tmuuu/ Camp Ytu, 
Dr>m ,-Uuscum dinner. 

1hen be.Id a candle memorial for four of our d eparted 
comrades. 

Afttr diuuer we were suq>d~~d by Cynthia Landry. 
daugh ter· of Agne5 Shont~ :ind the late Durphy Shouts 
hy gh•ing c:ot~h m:rn a ll!tss P re, Cap ::.nd Lhe \\Omen !l 

Bass Pro Cofrcc Mug. 
Friday was an open da~•. Lunch was served in rhe 

hospitality room and then some of the Bot Shots st;trted 
for home. The rest of the group said their good byes and 
Saturdayrmd thiscondudcd thee,·e.nt. 
The. rtunloo In 2009 "lU be held :1t the sawe plai.:.e: 

Ramada Inn llotel, 10045 Gwrnndck A,·t, Baton 
rtougl~ l .A 7(1.!l 16. 
[ n :ryuue is wckmue. If iul<'rtstl~d in joiu.i.tlg the 

gnmp, call Hcrm,m Fabiani, 352.637•2290, or write 
him atS20 81dmor:U Ct., lm·erness,J.~L34453. 

Need to replace your DD 214? 
A website ho$ been cst:lhlishc-d to provide verer:in.s 

inform:Ufon on how to replace lost, dcstroyed, or never-­
issued 00214's, 

Tbe website is: 
"'w-W. me m be:rS.o ol.tom/fon•c-tsld dl 14.htm. 
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Stephens will once 
again be treated like a bJIJ. .. ~CP 
(lnformario11 ft>r this arrid.e came frtim a neK•Spapc•r 

iniervi.cw done by Garth Warth fur NortJ, Cmm~,• Times 
.Marclt 1.1, Wo."f) 

.fumes Stephens, F Comp:.tny. 253. tr:i.ioed in 
tfottrouk$ a.ud 1;,.unmuuica[ions after enlisting in tht 
Army in l942. He wa.~ shipped (1\·e~ca . .;; in 1945 and his 
first tl(j!ht In combat was SJ)tJJt in :.t foxhole with 
:uu:itbt-r new soldier: being paired \'rith a , ·rteran 
soldkr was imposs:ih lt• ht-cause of the lack ()f mc,n, so 
friends were made q uickly. 

'l 'hc fithtinj? WAS part of the 8 ::ntle of th<: Rulg<:, 

Dcc<'m bC'r l6, 1944 to Jaou!lry 26, 1945. This m as the 
last major Gt.rman offtnse on the westt:rn frnnt. A fow 
days later1 the Germans st:n-tcd shelling 1hem and 
,,•hen SccphtJlS hC':1rd the ~heUs coming in, he OaUcned 
Wrusdf ou l io a p lowfur rnw. T he ntort:,r hit three fret 
from his hr.ad nnd C:l:plodtd; the sJtrapnel going r i.gbt 
0\'l'r his back. 00(' oearby buddy was killed and 
Stcpbt·us was deaffor the r('st of the dny. He nc,·,:r fully 
regained his ht.a ring. 

After Stw<•n,I d:,ys of fighH.ug. tbey crossL>d the 
D:tnube RJv<"r, entered C u nzburg, Germany and had 
the enemy on tbe nu,, how1.wtr they all SUcS}le:ded the 
(;ennans were up to no ~ood. The A.1.uer'itan soldien 
were r ighl! Farly thnt e\•('ning, they got word that it 
looked like ~• couulc ratiack was orgaui.ziog just past 
one ()f the platoons th:-lt was 011 stturity. Srepht•ns s:tid 
it would have rN1lly h~.n rough had the)' coroe io ~ u 
cSurprise. 

Under sniper fil'e and m·tillcry shtlling, Ste1>hcns and 
aootber sol<.Her w:tlked ~•hout a m ile to look fo r 
irupel'i.led Ame1icans. With no Li;:thts anyw·btl'e1 it w;i.'§ 

vc1·y dark, and the only thing they could go on was 
inslincl. They arrivt:d :1t a hou.s(• \\!here 1,b.ey I.bought 
the soldi.crs wt'rt nud1 asking: llis partner to covr.r him. 
htmadcabreakfor 
tht do(u·. ~ven though it was frightening) Sfcphtu.s did 
what was e1pected of him - he h ad a job to do and he did 
it. His actions earut•cl him a Bromr.e Star for ,:dor, lhe 
fouxt b bjg.heit combat award g.i\'CU. 

Step h~n11 also helped capture n disguls<"d Ccrnrnn 
soldit:'.r in Gun:,.bur~ after he 2nd hls buddy o.otic.ed 

somNhing str;:u1ge aboul the man they saw ship into :t 
street about 50-fet:f ahead of tht'm. 'fht· m:\n wor~ 
c,i\•ilian clothe'-, h ut his heels mode o hl.lC>-ttll spark of 
ihe hobna il boots worn t,y Gt:1'U1au solditl'S. Ste1>beos 
and his buddy had on 11Jbbc.r-hl!l' led boots and cm1hl 
sne.ak up behind h im without beiu;; deteded. They 
s tutk a riflt in Jti.s b.-ck al)d told him to ha lt. He threw 
np both hands and was taken pl'i~nner. 

On April 29, 1945, they rl'ached the Dachau 
concentration camp whc-rc thl' prisonrrs w<•rt mostlj' 
skin a nd b ont'S, A fC\\ wert still stl'ong eoougb to gc-t 
~trouud, aml out Jtllow .SJ)Okt Yery good tngli,:,h. The 
Americans ~aw them all the foc,d th¢y had, cn:n 
though they did 11ot know froru where th eir oe~I meal 
would c.owt. )1edks ttuded to the 11risoners, but some 
d ied before they could be treated. Sh'ph(•n.s rtmcmbc-rs 
seeing g:1.$ ch~mbers used h, kill prisoucrs tmd II<' s:,w a 
room filled with piles of shoes and dothing. A day was 
spent at Dachau and tl1t.n Steph<"-D.S :rnd bis compa ny 
rnovl-d lo a notl:tcr 101:ation. 

Adolph Hitler commiUed suiddt on April 30, 1945. 
and ,•ic,rnry in Europe Day " :,s eelebrnted oo May 8. 
S let>b.eus b ~d advanced fo t h e tow n of 
Tuuhcrhi~hof.-.heim, after which 11e -\\'QS serll to Poris 
where he w(lrked u11 c(1111munie.:ufon lllitCbhws fol' the 
m ilitary ncwsp:,per St"rta,,d Strip~.s. 

As a chtfllon1 Stephens npaired teletype machines fo r 
Tire A.~·11d "ted Pre;\ .. ~ aud lfJs A1,gt,fos Times before 
retirin~ iu 1979. Ue :rnd bis ,,ife, Vc,;ta. m:rc nrnrried 
December5.1944 

After sL.,:ty-threc years, Stcphl•ns looked forward to 
one mori' trip - one ,~·here he would once ogain he 
tre:1U.>d like :1 hero. Re Jen l1is Car lsbad bo01e on Aptil 
18. w ith his d~lURhh-r, Su<- Jenkins. and Oew to 
Ualtirnorc where he met with other veterans on their 
,\ay rn the c.-pilal. J:le bas now seen tbe Wof'ld War II 
l\l<"moria1! A dream come true. 

Tbe trip to W:tsbing:lon D.C. was org~rni,.cd and 
fu.oded by J:tooor 1-;'light, a nonprnfit program created 
by Rarl Mnn.:e, a phy11idnn us~istant and retired Air 

• CO~'TLXUt:D Ol\' f'AGt•U 
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Stephens ••• 
• co~,,~lfi::I) ~O.M PAC:[ ,U 

f\"or-ce car>ta.i.o. While- wnrking, :n a :,U1all d ink in 
Springfield, Ohio, 1\lorsC' askt(I veterans ,,·ho wert b is 
patients if the:-,· p la nned to h 'tr j('(• lht. l\'fernori:11 and 
hcnrd them say they would likt to ~o lf tlll'Y had lbe 
money aJ:11.l the streogtb. A private f)ilot, Morst 
Yolui\tttrtd to Oy some of bis 1>:nieuts to Wushingtoo to 
sec the mcmor hd t1n11 was ~oon ,·erruirfo;;:. Otlll'r pi lots 
todo thesawe. 

O n the fi rst fli~h t, J2 WorJd \Var II veterans saw th<• 
mcmuri:.d in 2005. 'Within three rntmthli, the progrllm 
h:ld flown 300 veterans to thac s\ilt. Siirne tlum, :1bout 
7,000 VNeran~ h:1n~ visit("(( the memodaL 'l'he ,·eU:ra11s 
do uo1 J>ay lo make this trip, however- their cJ.c-m·h ~ 
rhrte for evt.•ry eight veterans .. :u·c ;\Skl•tl lo pay no 
more than $300 to accompany tht·m. \ fon('y is rnist'd 

privately, " i1· ti. fund l'.tiscn oflt'n indudiog sc hool nod 
church c,•cnts such as b:1by..sitti11~, s-now sbo,·eling :rnd 
b:,kc sales. Flights t~1ke pliltt April through Nowmb('r, 
wilh fou r flight days :i mooib. 

W(frld " 'urn Vetc1·:1ns a re- ~h·en p ri,>rify, h<>we,er 
veter:uu of tmy w~ir who h:we ~ t('n:oinul d i,..cus,· :arc­
movcd to rhe front of the lint•. T he 11·ips to tbe- ru(•n10ri:.1I 
an- a w:.iy ofs:.iyiug tha nks to the vctcrnns ofW<>rld War 
U - somd hing tb:lt islou"o, erduc. 

Soldier played 
letter carrier 

b.l/.J:icl-.8.lhycr 

W Ll"n I was i.o Cel'mnny \\ iLh the 6.l"' Infantry 
D ivision my fo thl:r workl~rl with a man lVho was horn 
und rnisOO in Ger many. Cramme r would pel'fodh:a.lly 
ask myfuthtr ifhe knewwb(•rt J was. 
When the wnrendc-d, the 2ss·• fle:ldqoarr('rs rnon•d to 

Kun1,cls::lll :lS a n Occupation:,,I Force and whl'n 
Crammer found out l was srntioucd th ere he I.Old my 
fa r her he :"11u.l b is rd,•nd Holock er were from Lhcrt and 
still bad r ~l:nh·ts in thnt town they had not he.:ird from 
bccause:ofthcw:ir. 

Crjmmer nskl•d my father if I \,·ould tak.: lctLers to 
their familits :md my f:tt he r wrote ro(', :.lsking iff w()Ulcl 
do th i$. Of course I said T ,..,hulil. I kni?w we wert not 10 
frntcrni,.e \\ ith the Germans but l\llS ~orry that they 

hadu ' t heard fror.u them au tho~eyear:,. 
T didn't know Uuu 1)ur 25-11!, was tht unit that took 

Kunzcl~au . 
Cr:unmer's Hutcbtr Shov WS-'i heavily d amaged. 

Holocker':, f!kctric Sture was on Ch<' f'in.t floor a nd 
lh·ing c1uartcrs on the second tlcwr. The build.in):: d idn't 
s uffer any dAm:1g€ a lthon1?.b the Gt•nu:tn$ ble" up th<' 
bridge owr the J<uchei- 1-1.inr not h>o fa r from tbeir 
home. 
.\ty rather sent me th<' 1NICr~ tmd I ask<'d m y buddy, 

Ray PrC('r-SOn. i f hf> wouJd ,:to \\ith mt'. ,\ fter J1e s:\id hl' 
wo1.1ld, l :iskM J'i llm:rn. w ho spokr Gl'rmai:i, if he 
would ~o and lh" lbn•~ uf u.s wt:nl lo delj\'er t ile lc·tcers. 

l kilot.k('d on the door ~nd a woman opened it. 1 
bt!lil'\oCSbewas quh.c frig,ht('ncd ~eeit1i:t t'brtl•Amcrican 
soldiers ar her door, After T ilhnau t3.plaiucll t h a l \H,: 

had k tter·~ frow C.:iutimiit li, Ohiu, sbe was r<' licvtd 
and iu,•iktl u~ in but Tillman dcclim•rl. It woul(I have 
been much hNter 10 haw an inte-rt>•·etrr with Ray aod 
m<·. hut·t mman l'emained ou tside. 

Ra~· :lnd I t'ollnwed her upst:tirs ~1 11d went iolo the 
kitclte n, wlu:tt lbCn~ we re youog childr('n and on old 
umu. I :1.s)ume she told thc-m w hy we were then: fmd 
they n1,pcared more relaied. She motioned us IO sit 
d0\\71 at n larj'.!e roun.d rnble tuul she pl!iced gt:lss 
j iggers fo front or us. She len the room and rc lu rncd 
with a new bottle of cog,rnc. She ffllcd our jigg<'rs :m d 
:is soon aswe d rank them down, she would refill tbem. 

l he y<1t111gste.rs knew some t:1JgJ.isb \\'hich hel1,e<1 
wbik the old man kept lc:tf'ing through a Germa n 
£~ti.sh d id ion:iry. 
1 doo' t kno~, how long we stayed but !be woruan g~ve 

Ray a nd me each a bottle ofG1'ape Srhnapp!'.-. l told her 
I would c<nne b:u:.k and gel lt-Uel'S to scud M 
Ciuciu.n:ilfi. Sh~ n:.1.s wry thankful fM thf! news of 
rehiti,•e.s. 
The nut morn int I wtnt fo r breakfast and didn'l $el' 

Ray, so I n.sked the fello" s wll,:rc he was. .tod was told 
.Rar \\:t!>sick in bed.As soon as I fin isht,l breakfast, I 
went to check on him. \\•h,·n I :l'-k<'d him how he felt, he 
s,lid 1ho:H' pi:oplr were trrinJ.t to pob101.1 us! ! 1 ~.iid l 
g1.1ess r <lidn1t drink as muc:b poison a.s ht• had! 

After h\O wtt•ks I went back to get the lcl1Cri4 ::md 
ag~tin the wom:tn ttskcd me in. W hi::n I said not sh<· went 
upstnirs to gl't th<:m and when she came down s ht had 
tea rs in hertycs. S heth:m k('d mt m any times. 

After geitin$? IJa..:k to the s1.:ite), Holoc.kc-r invited my 
mother. nt) t':.llb.e1~ my girlfriend and me to his hOut<· 
nbtre "c- hod lln tnjoyahle e ,·<·ning. He came ro the 
'ihttt•,; :lf nin(' ft'<lrS of ag;c: hutonJy weut bnck two t io.1es 
when he was oldl~I'. He showed us mo,·les and picturts 
of Kunul.sau. 

He was gnuc:ful for the e,;ch:rn_:;i(• of ktte,·s a11d gave 
me; :i set ofl('athtr Ju,o:age as a gift. 
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Out on the range 
Part of 011.r 1-Vmy basic (rainin)t iuvoh•td skill in 

bandli.og various wc:ipons. Afltf hours or dry r un 
prac.-tice (no live ammo) on safei)', firing t>o~itious -
srandint, kneeling, s<]untting and ,,.-one, we wtrc 
matt.bed (o t.he firing range. We worked in p:li,·s, on e 
flrlng a.od the olht?r ham.lliug tbe .-Jllwo aod sco,·e card. 
Ot(>tndlng on the wc:~poo we fired from I 01) UIJ lo 500 
yards. After firing, we cleaned weapons) poUc,cd the 
bnus and took our turn in the targ.:-t pits, pulling. 
patching and sc.oriug targets. We ftn.-d .:arbiues. 
granadt.s, T h omps on sub- m:.ich inc 1;:.uns a n d 
Springfield bolt actions. Ba.ch sc<:tion staytd :u the 
r aoge until all qualified (mini 1)H11n score.) m· it gnt d:trk. 

T here were mnl-functions - jams. misfin•s.:, t~rbiM 
that turned into a machine guu a ud 1:ruptied tifleen 
rounds, fingers taug ht in the bolt, fnce burn,; frum tl 
rcmnd (:hat fired with the bolt pa1ii:11ly c,1,c:n, etc. 
In the pits we had problems when two men fli'<'d rit the 

s~\llH! target or tbcioe1>t wh(I misse-d with ever )' shot. ·n, 

o,• Harold O'N11ill. 8Jrd Sis11uf 

prcn:nt r t-..firing and delaying our r-cturn to Ou.: 
b:u-r:i('k :1od c how, wt p:ts.~cd thNn all. Once durJng a 
lin.~~.llliilule break. a rabbit ran for the C/\1'~et p it and 
fi fty mco opened fi re~ T he range control officer had a 
tit, mostly hccuus(! no one hit if. Bur then it had four 
r-:tbbi t'!l fo:i for lurk! 

T he Thompsc.m sub-m:lt"biue gtui, Che gan~lanrl 
f:n·urite, wilh 100 rouud d l'un.1 a lways tired up a nd to 
the right. Therefore, you aimed low and tu th(• left. !I 
worked or I wa~ lucky and T made expert the hig besl 
qualification. 

We wen: l1eld up oue.cold ,1nernoon bya le.me lirer­
:l 2-' I ,t. nnt for a perfect SC.()rt. Tie \\'l\S nor popular aod 
the pit cn:w ).!nvc him a l\hggic'~ Dnnn~rs n ag (ll 
<·<uu1,1ltte m.bs) ooce oul of every st'1tu or eigh! shot.$ 
C\'en though a ll were bulb l.'}'t:s, He bec~tme furiou,. 
char,gNI ,,,tapon.s, changed the pil crew and finally 
,::a,•e up. 

11 madt our deJay wor thwhile. 

Tllis picture was 
submitted by ,Joseph 
7,einer. It was taken in 
August 1944 ai Camp 
Van llnr n, M i-.si~si(>tJi. 
These an.- enlisted mtn 
who were .-lssi~oed 
Artlllety 
1-leadquart<:rs. 

Row 1: Ltft lo right: 
Cpl. John :So rris; 
\1/Sgt Hic1JI Lein; T/4 
C.S. Zei11er a nd TIS 
Ch:,s, Rorueo. 

flow· 2: T / 4 Milo 
Srnrnes; MIS~ " yron 
MackJand; Sgt li"rank 
Sunseri and TIS M.J. 
MU::rno. 
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Top Secret hy ffar(l ld 0'Ntill, 563 Sijtoal 

T his would be a r eali.stic traiuiu.i;: txtrcb:e iu the re-0 
cfay hilts :rnd swamps of Mississippi with the Blues 
u:;:aiust the Wh1tes. ft would be A secret operation \\'1th 
codt.cl ordcrS, hlar.kouts and blank ammo. A U night we 
stum bled t lrrough woods and sinallstrt-arus Sttking tbc 
foe.. Our bigi;tes-t worry mu the unJjJJed fox.holes from 
prc,·ious training mlssfons. One could only hr~,k a leg, 
but sonic holes were now home to local s nakl'S. Some 
found their blankets shared by a loneso1.ue skuuk .iud 
the host found himSelf a sodal outca~t. 

Al dawu the mosquitoes left and the fll('S rnok over. 
)1any men were now carrying ticks that ha<l to he 
bncked ont of the skin with a lighted cigarette. Our 
patrol ¥.115 tirtd: stra.ggUn:;: and had not yet ~cen tbc 
tuemy. T he Men 1'ruck got lost or stuck somewhere 
and we were h ungry, The t .t. in command sighted thr­
b ig h ill that was our objective. lt was sure to be held by 
the foe . I was sent out alone to scout the hi.II :1114 report 

back l had hopes ofbeiug ~:.iptun-d a nd fed.A,l:.trgetree 
ttia( 1 dim bed :,::n-e me:t vjewoftbe hilltop. 

fatreka! We. nere saved! T wcn1 hack and spread the 
word thut n;sulted in the enrin• patrol ru:iihi_1tg up the 
hill without taking co,·el' ~.ud wak..iu :.;. lnts (1fnoise. The 
Lt. bad a fit a.nd ke1>1 blowing his whistle. On to11 of the 
hill there wos :l Swanky Franky Hot 0og truck with a 
grinning clrh·er, w ho asktd " 'hy it took so long fo1• us to 
ge.r there. Ile charged 10 cents for 11 5 ceut lwtdo:.;., I.ml 
we bought them anyway. By Lb.is ti.me the eoe.my had 
arrh·ed 3Jong ,Yith a few umpire~ and we shared o ur 
food , f lth t h~m. How had the d rh>er k nown where to 
go? [\·erything was a bia: stc.rtt according to our LL 
Tbe driver slll.lkd. It wa~ ea.sy - his sister was o clerk lit 
DMsion Headquarte rs. 
So much for Top Secret. 

Fishing for dinner. • • 

'l'ir\"d or Army food, t ough chit.l:{fon , ~od '"ca.ru.pt'd"' ht a 
-small vf.Uage near lhis Stream, Sam Spenm1.a1 I~ 2541 wt:nt 
fishing ror t rout u.slng his rifle. Aftr.r much shooting, he 
n:1.sitlJJt lUgtti.:noug.b fish fortwomeo. The next day, they 
wauled :i goo$~ but oo dfo~. tbt.:)' were. too aggressh1e. Sam 
spo(1td a y°"'n,::reoster, thal madt :a go<td mtlll fo r th~ tw,, 
nf them l1ul ltie {11rmtr w11.s oot Vtl)' l1app:,,! Thh 1•Jcilln! 
wiu taken ht G ermanyi11 1945. 

Sam S1>ersin.:t11. £: 154 • .sent in this piccure rakt n o(bim wit.h 
mou2h fl.sh h>fetd ruurelb11ujus1 two! This photo wts l~ktn 
in 1960 while-Sport Pb!1i11gh.aSlilndy Nook. New,remy, 



May2008 ---------------- - ---- ----45 

Are we old? by Harold O'Nd.ll, 83,_ Signal 

T he fifth grade at a lo-ea l efomen1ary school in,•ih.'d 
\V\\' n "ctcrnns frnm scwral VFW Pos,ts to attend a 
World W.\r lJ USO.sli0\\ aud a replica of a lJSO C lub.A 
USO club mt..;rnt to me - doughnuts, girls and d.ancing. 
Jfl WQS to dance w ith fifth grade girls J would Jike a tall 
one. The maiUng was late :md only eight ,·eterans 
attended, six of them from my Post. AU ,,,or~ suof:ms 
uni.fonns except for mys elfin dress greens. 

Tbe thenter w·as decorated with po!iter,, photos, 
Mauldin cartoons :in d drawings of Kil r0J'. 'Tht'rt' "as 
an American flag with a color gu:1rd and \\.t f::ll\'L' tbe. 
Pledge of All11gjance:, The hu.oclred plus students had a 
slJdc prcscntalion , \Tith many studcn,t narrators 
co, .. erin~ from Pearl Jlarbor to theJapnnc~e surrender. 
They $ang, Kilroy Was He-re.. Rosie th<· Rivitt r and 
Hello, USO. About twt>nl)' did an arm-w:n1ug dance to 
Jltterbugm11slc. 

T he USO C lub had doughnu ts and other food, home 
made banners a_nd old W\\' ll Hems - helmets. web 
equipment, a field telephone whose leather c:ise w~s 
black with a~t, pich1r(l!I of Betty C rable t111d nthr.r~. 
T here we~ n\,enty pairs ofst11d('nt.s \,'itb tliJ>bOtll'd.S to 
i11t<•n·itw us. I was intc1"\'icwed about fifteen times. 
partly becallSt oftht diffcr<'nt unifonu. E:1ch pair h:td 
questions written in adv:rnce as wtll as off th<' cuff 
questions. 

Some of the questions - h Major your 6.rst (l.:tme'! 
\\lhy ,1ten1t you :1 s ~rgtant? \\'hy tlo you ha,•e that 
colored :stuff O\'tr ~'our Pocket? \\'hnt is the rc:d ribbon 
for? The Good Ccmducr Medal fo r i.taying 011. t (>f 

trouble for a yea r. W hy doe.so'I tbt Sgt o ,·cr tbt·rt have 

one'( What hobbies did you ha,·c in the military? W here 
you •,H)uudctl or inj ured? l was hurt playing soec.cr. 
They b:id soccer bnck tht.n? \Vhat ws$ your favorite 
n:tdio prog ram hefor('. the war? Bergan and McC9rty. 
\Vas Charlie an carty Sesame Strett Mupptt? \Vh:il 
m usic d.id you listen to during the war? \Vbat Js Glenn 
Miller ? l llsteucd to Axis So.Uy. You mean the Germans 
played mu:tic for the enem.y? Why did Ctneral 
MacArthur walk in all that water? llido' t he. have. 
hoots'? Ask the Sgt. o,·er there~ be was with him. \Vh:1t 
did you do aft.er the war? Used tbe Cl 8111. \ Vhe:t was 
that? Wl1crc did you .slctp? Anywbere would do. How 
did a pup tent ,:i:et it'i. name? Whe.re did you bide wheu 
bu I.lets were shot at you'! Far 1ht'ayl If you did not have 
a fox.hole with you. what d.ld )'OU do? Got u.ndera truck. 
T hat.Sgt. says an o fRccr j hould not be in a USO. Don't 
tell any body. Where wer~ yon when you beard the war 
t ndt l.l'l I was swim.mi.ng in t.be Danub e, { lhhik. That 
Sgt. , aitl Lhc war ended with music. "that ls because tic• 
W:.lS in 1\-taniln at the Kay Kyser ccmc-ert. How come 
none of you flew a plane or drove a tank. \ Ve were not 
asked. 
Afinl for ull Mus- we l'tcrc lUked f"or oor uu1ographs 

with i::.1nk Oll clipboards and books, If they shcmld ha,·e 
\'::t1uc ~c.,mL-day we wHI put sbetts with our sign:Hurc.s 
with our\\' ills- lo cnrich ourotrspriug. 
A h.'iH:bcr thanked us for con.ling aod said th e sn ,dCllts 

were thrilled to be able to talk with p('oplc from hack 
when. Shl~ r eminded u~ that ifwe returned in lhl' FaH, 
th e.y ha cl ·,,.'be-elchair ramps. 

. ' 

Photo from 
December 1944 

This p hoto was seut by Bernie Horowitz, 
who identifil'd ogly the 3-oldler in the 
m.iddJe us Fergie. The pkture was taken 
OC'ccmbtr I ft , 1944. 

• • 

• 
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Members of F Company 255 

Bernie Horowitz. F 255, wbmitted 
tbjs photo. He ls the flfih m.Qn from 
lhc righf. 

fi Comp:m_y 2 55. Phoio stut bj• 
l'krnie Hor(lwit~. who is not in 
tile picture. At the time this 
p hciro W:.lS taken, Btrnie ~-as in 
the Camp Polk Hospital with a 
b roke.a auklt:. 

Field Artillery liberates bus 

Picture. submitfrd by 
Joseph .Zdner, was taken In 
(;crstcttc:n, Cerm:my April 
25, 1945, wht•n the .. 'ield 
Artillery liberal<•d the bus. 
$ landing I tor; Major?, 53 
SC-ction; C.ol. ~lark, scic,md 
in tom mand lllldtr Hibb s; 
and ~\1/Sg1 Hkol Licn. 
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? 

Please lei us know six -.vccb 
before you move what your new 
address wiJJ be. Be !>Ure to i-,1pply 

u.s with both your old and n..:w addres~. 
Copie~ we mail 10 yow· old add.re$:; will 
nol be ddive.re.d by thC' f>ost Office and 
,vc mus1 pay 70" for each returned 
Blvod & Fire, and pay S 1.36 to mails 
copy to your newodd.lt"eSs. 

Pleaw: rt:member to untifj• tile Rditfir 
whe11 y ou semi <ml your 

··C/1«11JJe of A,l,lre:;,\·" C,mls. 

(mportunt -
Chauge of Addl'ess, etc. 

Please sc11d IJT,l CHANGES.) 
(ud,lress, ;,ip, phO"'!, ,lcttfh 11r>1ice, 
ne,11 and diseontim,etl n,an,b('rship, 
eu:.) to: 
1>1m11a l.aCo.~·,:,, l'.0. Box .~6. 
'/,{Qr0Ct.·t1, T.V 47963 

Did You 
Reme,nber To Pay 

STAMPS FOR VETERANS 
Te.a1 off all stamps ~ yes. the cancelled ones ftom e1.I\ dop1:s. 

etc. ~nd save tbem in a bag. 
When you have a po\1¢h of 1xisI.age, mail it to. "S1a1u1>S li)1 

Vctcrans··i;cnd to: 
SO.ARIZONA VAfffiALTII 
CARE SYSTEM VETERANS 
NATIONAL STAMP& COINCLUBSC #L35 
3601 S.6thAvc,,. T\1scon. AZ85723 

60th Reunion 
August 20 thru 

August 24, 2008 ~'"""""' 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

r--~},...,•c-------------------1 
HELPP'UL 

TELEPHONE 
1''Ul\1BERS 

OE.PT. 0.F VET ERA 'IS 1\ FFA IRS 
VA llllNEFITS -1-800-827-1000 

Your Dues? v,u .rF•: 1Nsu1uNc1, 

&W~ ········· .,;,·oMs;C::O~:,-;.~~-~::.~:~:~'-~ ---, 
PLEASE PRINT OR USE MAILING LABEL 

TO: OONNA LaCOSSE. P. 0. BOX 86, MOROCCO, IN 47963 
Name _________________ _ 

63rd Uni! R.~nk 
Street _________________ _ 

P.O. Box Serial No. 
City __________ _ 

State Zip Oatc 

Wife's Name _________ _ Phone ( _ l E•Mail 

Annual Dues $15.00Q $30.00 2 ~rs. 1:i DUE ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 1 EACH YEAR 

Tell 0$ .:ibovl )'001'$011 ------------------------------

......... +>••·····-······················-······················-·················· ............ ~······························-····················••<+•--····-·······, 



48------- ------------------
Maps & Transportation 

2008 Reunion to be held at 
Marriott East Hotel , Indianapolis, Indiana 
August 20 - August 24 · 

63rd Division Association 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
D-oi:111:t LaCth'St. StcN?lary/Treas urer 
Posl Office Box 86 
i\forOl'.CO, Indiana 47963 

CHANGE OF AOOil.ESS 
To en,u,e l'fl>ltl!I ddM'.!iy d the 63m 01ood end Frc cno 
oi mJil 1>"'ta::c 00'11$8 Nst>o..'lal SIICJ\'l!'.ar, <I! any eh!nge. 
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