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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT ...
by Juhn Dictrick

aa.

Best wishes and health for the new vear to all
of the 63rd Infantry Division family.
Inowr iy pe of Association a8 the membership

i depletes, the income deplefes and it is not replaced.
¢ The bulk of income is derived from the does paid (o

. the

Association, During the past vears our

¢ membership has decreased from a high of 3600

members to the present 1200 members.
Prinr to the drastic drop in membership,

- decreases were replaced by new members and
| Associate members.

To continue an excellent

~ operation, both income from annual dues and life

B

SRS

| EEIF!’L"’!F"I’IdE‘HEE!’i

membership was wsed to maintain operations and
quality., This income also was the major souree to
puhlish the Blood and Fire Magazine.

Through the past several vears annoal dues
of 51500 have ool been mcreased. During the years
I have seen several Unit Publications and none can
compare bt our Blood and Fire. The cost fo
sibsidize the Blood and Fire was reduced slightly
during the past several vears due to decreases in
membership. This was offset hy higher costs for
stamps, paper, publishing and other items. Even
though we have a n1r+.mhm"~:hip of about 1200, only
part of these members pay duoes since the
remainder are Life Members. Our membership
decreases about ten percent per vear, which will
increase drastically in the next few vears,

Vve are not asking for any increase in annual

| dues or additional money from Life Members, bul

wie are asking if vou are able and willing to make a
donation of a few dollars that can be included along
with dues, items senl to the Blood anmd Fire,
with the Bloed and Fire or
correspondences with the MNMational
Secretary/Treasurer and Editor. Checks can be

| made to: 63rd Infantry Division Association, Inc.

Please support the Ad Book for the 2008
Clonvention.

We hope vou will be able (o join ws in
Indianapolis, Indizna for our 6lth Anniversary
Convention in August 2008,

Plan Now to Attend
the 2008 Reunion
August 20 -

August 25
indianapolis, IN
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A Memo from the-SecrEtary - bl
Donma LaCosse

From the editor . . .

Do Lot oxse

I am rather sick of winter this year! It seems as
though we have had snow or rain forever and the wind
does not stop blowing. People have been telling me
spring is just around the corner, but they have not told
me which corner!!

I did not feel well in November and from the Iast
hall of December to the middle of January, | really
didu't care what anyone did as long as they left me
alone! Now [ am back to e my mean ald self and loving
everyonell 1 am also playing the game of 'catch-up.' a
game [ really don't like playing — anv season!!

Most everyone responded (o the dues notice | sent
out Late fall and the messages you sent, plus the money
for dues, were most weleome. 1 love receiving those
notes you take the fime to send with your checks. 1 wish
everyone would take the time fo tell me something!
Mow it is almost fime to send the second notice - to those
who did not respond the st time - and T am hoping for
MOFE PESOTISEE,

If you are in doubt about vour dues situation, just
ask me and then vou will know,

1 also want you to know that [ spent $17 of your
money this week!! Shame on me, but I needed astorage
file to store records in and not have to dig them op out
of an over-flowing drawer when L needed them, This
filing system is plastic, has two drawers with hanging
files amd the *thing"” is on wheels. When I got it home, 1
found out the hanging files did not come with it! Mayhe
next week | can spend some more of your money!

I also want to thank those who have already sent in
ads for the Ad Book. Those whoe send ads and can not
attend the rennion, will receive a copy of the book, so
keep the ads coming ~ this is our 60" anniversary and
we would like to have a nice full book for people to take
home with them.

Hupe you enjoy this issue of the newsletter and will
plan on attending the August rennion in Indianapolis.

RECEIVED TWO COPIES?

If vou received two copics of this issue of the Blaed
and Fire, please notify the editor as soon as possible.
You don’t need bwo copies and we don't need the added
expense.

Thank vou so much.
Donna LaCosse

Wow!! What a mess we had getting the Novemhber
issue of the Blood and Fire to all of you!! T am still not
sure they were all delivered!!

Movember is just not the month to be sending third
class mail. It just gets put on the “back burner™ at the
post office and the Christmas mail is delivered first. 1
don't have an answer for this problem unless it would
be sending the Blood and Fire out in October and (hat
sfill might not make a difference,

I do know that the publication gocs into the
Wabash post office as soon as It is printed and
addressed. From there on, T have no control over what
happens.

I need to be notified if you do not receive your issue
and then I can send one first class. Otherwise vou will
have to beal vour postmaster over the head with a wet
noodle to find out why your magazine is laying off in
one corner waiting until they have a “lall dayv™ so they
can send out the third ¢lass mail,

Many thanks to all of you who sent Christmas
cards and email grectings. They were all appreciated
and T am sorry | did not respond earlier but had a bit of
a health problem and when I felt like I was going o live,
it was ton late to send my cards!

1 will be celebrating B years of taking up space in
this world in a few weeks and the “kids™ are planning (o
havealuncheon in my honor, so T have that happy event
coming my way. It will be a happy occasion because not
every one reaches the age of B0 and 1 feel like one of the
chosen ones! Our second foster grandson is being
married the first of August, which will make that
maonth a busy ane with the reunion alse in August. Two
granddaughters were married recently — one the
Friday before Christmas and the other one on January
8. Our family just keeps growing!!

I hate to keep “harping” on this, but would vou
please send me vour war experiences so [ can publish
them in the Blood and Fire? | know there are stories out
there and I also Know some of you don't feel as though
you can write your own story, so why not tell someone
what you did and when voun did it so they can write vour
story for vou? I know it would be an effort to do this—1
live with an F-254"er who doesn't seem to have the time
o dictate his story to me! He has time to take me out to
lunch, work purzles with me, help me fipure oot
computer prohlems or watch television with me bat,
there is no time to talk about the war!! Maybe I am not
torceful enough — or don't know how to nog him into
talking to me!! '

Enough of my silliness — keep smiling — keep
healthy and keep my mailbox full fo overflowing with
your wonderful messapes!! ]
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The following deaths were veported after the November
issne of the Blood & Fire was prinied, Please nofify rhe
secrelary whlien you hear of the deatl of a person from the
63"

Louis B, Cammiarosana - H) 863, passed December
24, 2006, He lived at 16 Edgewood Drive, Katoanah,
MY 10536

Alfred P. Cialle — C 253; passed January 24, 2009 in
his home at 90 Crane Street, Fall River, MA 02721, He
is survived by his wife, Catherine.

Clarence A. Conklin — AT 254 — Life Member #5004,
passed June 7. 2007, He lived at 4643 Owl Creek Road.
Frankfort, (MT45628,

Clement E. Dasch — B 253 — Life Member #1693,
passed November 29, 2007, His wife, Betty, lives al 160
Montgomery Blvd., Mew Concord, (OH 43762,

William Egan — AT 861 - Life Member #633, passed
January 2007. His wife Catherine lives at %663 SE
Little Cluh Way 5., Tequesta, FL
33460-1373,

Luke T. Granier — E 253 — Life Member #1408,
passed July 2007. He lived at PO Box 400, 5t James, LA
TH0EG,

Leonard E. Harpst - HQ) 2254 - Life Member #1914,
passed November 30, 2007, His wife, Mary Louise, lives
at 10688 5. M., 5t Petersbure, FL 33716,

Roy W, Howard — HOY 863, passed December 9, 2IM7,
He lived at TROO E. 67" St. #£355, Tacoma, WA 98445,

Clarence E. Jack = E 255 = Life Member #63, passed
september 2007, He lived at 1035 Jackson Avenue,
Huntington, WY 25704,

Joseph & Mack - L 254; passed September 5, 2007.
His wile Joanne lives at 66392 TS 31. Lakeville, IN
46534,

Willey Newman — A 253 - Life Member #925, passed
Oetober 24, 2007, He lived s PO Box 222, Pigcon
Forge, TH 3TEB6E,

David W, Hedmayne — E I35, passed september 19,
20006, He lived at 4917 Croaks Road J-3, Roval Oak, MI
48073,

Frank A. Segredin - HC) 255 - Life Member #1243,
passed Cetober 30, 2iMM. Hixs last Blood and Fire was
returned. Mo address is available.

Faul Shandey — K 255 - Life Member 51715, passed
July 31, 2002, He had resided at 1406 Sopar Maple
Lane, Houghtomn, M1 494931,

William R. Slagale - Hq 2 Ba 253, passcd
Movember I, 1999, This was recently reported by his

orandson, Tim Mulvaney.

Irwin L. Smuith — HOY 255; passed March 19, 1997, Mo
further information was available,

Morman Walton — AT 862 — Life Member #1354,
passed Oetober 19, 2007, His wife Ardith lives at 1716
M Bummers Road, Lnkay City, MIL48444. '

Charles Weise - AT 862 — Life Member #1647, passed
October: 24, 2007, His wife, Emily, lives at 101
Meadowview Drive, E, Windsor, CT 06088,

Frederick O, Yauchzy — H 255 — Life Member #1494,
passed date unknown, Death was reported by the Posi
Office. He lived at PO Box 456, Silver Springs, NY
14550,

Edward Lareski — L 253 — Life Member #1555,
passed December 15, 2007, He lived at 419 Reservoir
Road, New Britian, CT o052,

Charles Dholski, C 253 — Life Member 1221, passed
away February 14, 2008, He lived at 25 Harbor Hoad,
Maorganville, NH 07751,

Robert Le Marbe, G 253 - Life Member 1459,
passed away January 20, 2008, His widow, Lucille, lives
at 6271 Jonguil, Waterford, MI 48327,

DEATH OFSPOUSE

Theresa Armbroster, widow of Rudolph Armbroster

M 255, passed June 2, 2007.

Virginia W, Cadle, wife of Charles L. Cadle - H)
154, passed December &, MW7, Charles lives af 143
Devonwood Drive, Marion, NC 28752,

Doris Cameron, wife of Herbert L. Cameron - FA
Be2, passed August 29, 2007, Herb lives at 117 W, Lee
Ave,, Rib, PO Box 3, Yadkinville, 3O 27033,

Kay Howard, wife of Roy Howard — HC) 863, passed
Oetober 17, 2007, He died December 9, 2007,

Jez Linscott, wife of Dr. John “Jack” Linscott - A 253,
passed December 5, 2007, Jack lives at 18290 Timber
Trail Drive, Marysyille, OF 430440,

sertrude Loucks, wife of Howard Loucks - I 254,
passed July 6, 2007, Howard lives at PO Box 107,
Heuvelton, MY 13654,

Lounora Turner, widow of Leon E, Turner — C 255,
passed February 2007,

Dovrothy “Dottie” Young, widow of Pop Young, died
MNovember 27, 2007,

Margery R. Hamblen, former wife of the late Arch
Hamblin, died Felbruary 1, 2008,
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INDIANAPOLIS MARRIOQOTT EAST
3173521231

The Indianapolis Marriott is located at 7202 East 21st Street, Indianapaolis, IN 46219, Please contact the Hotel
directly for accurate driving directions, Al the Marriott vou will discover a rare blend of elesant decor, midwestern
hospitality, and exceptional facilities and services. There are 255 goest rooms, which were completely remndeled in
20011, The Hotel is just six miles from downtown, ten minutes via the interstate, Al attractions & the airport are
casily aceessible doe to hotel proximity to interstates 1-700& 1-465 on the east side, There are indoor and outdoor
pools, a health club, sanna, whirlpool, and exercive room. Valet and dry cleaning services, safety deposit boxes, in-
room iron/irening bosrd, and morning complimentary coffee in the lobby are just a few of the services offered for
hotel puests’ convenience. Hotel parking is free and ample. Check-in time is 4:00pm and check-oul is 12:00noon.
The hotel offers handicapped accessible and nonsmoking rooms, which are based on availability. Please request
these special accommodations when making your reservation. Indy Steak & Hib serves American cuisine for
breakfast, lunch, and dinner in a cordial environment that invites relaxation. Room service is available,

Carrie Limousine Service provides Shuttle Service to and from the hotel. Please call {(317) 241-7 1040 for information
and reservations, The current fare is $31.00 per person one way, prices are subject to change, They are located
outside of the baggage claim arca at the airport.

RV parking is allowed for guests of the hotel. There are no hookups on the premises. Indianapolis KOA
Campground is approximately ten minutes from the Indianapolis Marriott. For information. please call (317) 894-
1397, For reservations, please call 1-300-562-0531 at least a month in advance. Indianapolis KOA §s located al 5896
Wiest 200 North Greenfield, 1N 46140,

Should vou need to rent a wheelchair for the reunion, ScootAround rents both manwal and power wheel chairs by
the day and weell. Please call their toll free number at (888) 441-T575 for defails, Al prices quoted include delivery

fees.
Yendors, scheduoles, and Prices are subject to change.
CUT HERE ANID MAIL TO THE HOTEL
63rd INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION — HOTEL RESERVATION FORM
REUNION DATES: AUGUST 20-24, 2008

NAME SHARING ROOMN WY
ADDRESS YTy FA L
TEL. NU "rllfll- R ; T MARRIOTTHONORED GUEST CARD®F
ARRIVALDATE APPROX, TIME DEPARTURE DATE
SOFROOMS HFOFPEOPLE IN M. HAMNDICAP ACCESS SMOKING
MNONEMOKING KING BED BEDS I room type réquesbed is not available, nearest

room tvpe will be assigned.
RATE: 594 +tax {currently 153%:). Kate honored 3 dayvs before/after official reunion dates, based on availability.
CUTOFF DATE: 071708, Alter this date, reservations will be processed on space & rate availability,
CANCELLATION POLICY: Deposit is refundable if reservation is canceled by 6pm on vour arrival dav. All
reservations must be guaranteed by eredit card or first night's deposit enclosed.

AMEX DINERS VISA MASTER CARD DISCOVER

CREDIT CARD NUMBER EXFP.DATE

SIGMATURE (regardless of payment method)

Mail to: Indianapolis Marriott, 7202 East 2 Lst Street, Indianapolis, TN 46219, ** Arin; Reservations®*




OUR HISTORY: THEN AND NOW

by Bill Scoit, 31-Dee-2007
e-mail: wjs63 1@ comcast.net

I am still not caught up with all the 63rd things that |
wanted to do since the 2007 Tacoms reunion, T had
hoped (o get all the November 1944 unit morning
reports data recorded on the rosters hy now, hut with
the many data details T am only through the three
infantry regiments and starting on the 718th Artillery
units. It has been the most complex data insertion with
all the transfers in and out of the division then, plus the
many going between units, I hope to get the rest done
befure printing the unit rosters and alphabetical lists
for display at the 2008 reunion, There will still be much
editing to do after that,

At this time the total names on the 63rd rosters
and the attached unils is up to 70,252, and the 63rd
section now has 97.51% with serial numbers which
does not change easily.

You sec some interesting parterns of new men
that were transferved into the 63rd and then they were
moved around in a few units and then moved out. That
was done at Camp Van Dorn or around Christmas 1944
in France when many men who were mostly privates
wire moved fo the 3rd Army or to other divisions in the
Tth Army. They were likely viewed as marginal in use to
their units in combat, so it was a guick opportunity to
eliminate them by the unit COs. It would be interesting
to see how those men survived being with vet another
division in their first combat operations where they
knew no one, as their chance of being with another man
from the same 63rd onit was unlikely,

At that fime some of os were at Camp
d'Oberhoflen, France, where we were busy gelting
places to sleep cleaned up. Some of us got to have
showers and others were lucky to get some heer. T did
nol know that a great many men had been moved out of
the outfit there as [ had arrived at Van Dorn about 3
weeks before we left for New York. and | knew but very
few men in the platoon. | think that was a common
situation at that time,

It looks like there will soon be a new generation
wearing the Blood & Fire patch. The arganization will
be a Jrote unit at a high school in Virginia that will use
them to honor those that do the best in their training
there. They will alse be tested on their knowledge about
our division. They first contacted Fred Clinton on the
0drd website. 20 division patches and a history CD
were sent to the MSGT there. When Fred Clinton and 1
know more T will report more to vou, The website will
likely begin to get even more seckers of our history as
shown there to educate themselves about the division
and the various units.

Muore 63rd men and their relatives are research-
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ing their history, Alot of them are doing it after the man
has died since many of them did not talk about their
wir experiences and the various aspects of our history.
Some men are finally beginning to look into some of the
history items to see what they did not know before now.
It shows that others are often interested in our history,
but do not tell us about it until it is too late, Sometimes
the ones in the family tree don't care until it is too late. |
am noil being critical when [ sav that, as different
people ook at the genealogy research from different
views.

The website has proven to be an exeellent
attraction for many of those who are eurious about the
division and then find it. Some find it by accident or on
the advice of their friends whao roam the Internet. Fred
Clinton's efforts are now continuing v produce preat
results for us and the ones who look at the website. It is
often the first link in the chain that often leads them to
gel items that we now offer to help them in various
WHYS.

With new printers | am now forced to learn to
use some more computer programs that are designed
for use with the 1998 Windows aperating system that is
the [ast that lets one use DOS programs with it, It makes
lite a little more complicated, but Tean produce things
in a different way that we can like better in most cases,

The recording of morning reports and editing
has put the total number of men on the rosters at 70,252
with the 63rd group at 97.51% with serial numbers,
Editing often results in the elimination of 2 line which
had a name with the wrong spelling and/or no serial
number. This makes the number of lines less, and the
pereentage with serial numbers rises.

To this date there have been 24,009 history items
given to museums or sold to members, musenms, and
others sinee the start of the 1993 reanion.

On the order pages an item that has been on the
website for a long time is being added now. 1t is for a
copy of the General Order for an award to individuals,
such as the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Combat
Medic's Badge, Silver Star Medal, Soldier's Medal,
Bronze Star Medal, Purple Heart Medal, ete,
They are usually on legal-size paper and the cost will be
52 foreach award.

August 20 - August 25

2008 Reunion
Indianapolis, Indiana
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PARTIAL data compiled so far by f3rd Historizns and helpers from AVAILABLE records
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Ruy Bestani's Report ol 254 Autack at Eschringen, Gennany, 15-Mar-43 inbinder. ...

Shost 1943-45 History of Hg st Bn-235 with "after action report™ inbinder. i

Linbousd Germary's Siegfred Ling history, details, drawings, & photos. it

Unbound History Tih U8, Army, 15-Dec-dd o 25-Jan-45, "The Other Bulge".... e L o | L T T SRR

Umbound 1944 71 nm o Doeghbaoy® booklet on inf. so. & plt equipment. nﬂp&n&,&ﬂ:mmg S b
PATCHES, can be irened on or sewn on l.'-il'DﬂL]I-I-l:kr.'-'I-": .- sarsssesnn -

(A)3.5% x 23" 65nd [Infanery Dhivisson foruniform,. e o b T S R o T i L b i o $4ca.

(B32.57 £ 145" 630l Infandry Div. with “BLOOD & FIRE" lu:]-L'-w o 1T E [ L TR Ly T PO LM e e ; el

(Cp2pa" x 2,357 65ed w"BLOOD & FIRE" and “63rd E«.FA_'\.TR\" D["..' b::ln:uw o e T e e

(D) 2.25 highx 3.5" wide US flag e o R e e s e S aar

(L) 25" high x 3 5" wide 63nd Division Siegfried Line sipn |1'|r.|;|' o T T T T $h

(F) 3.5 highx 3.5" wids 253rd Infantry Regiment wimetto "(UTNT ."-.EESE[".TI..‘L" {Thu Qumhﬂm’lﬂ.b} G e s e R R e
(G} 36" highx 3.4" wide 2541k Infantry B egiment winiotio “DEATH BEFORE DEFEAT™.....ccocuimminnmmrmranmim e e bk Bil
(H}3.5" high x 30" wide 253 Infantry Regimens with mocto "COR FERREUM" (Heart of Seell oo 55ea
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COST/EACH
- L2° CRESTPINS w/Z clutch ping--—---r—r—eesenaaacii
253rd Infaniry Regiment with enolto,. "OUINTAESSENTIA" [The QUMMESSE0e). ...c.. v oooeesrcoesecass oo soeeeomsssmesessonss st snnsscce MG VAL,
Tidth [nfantry Regiment with motto. "DEATH BEFOREDEFEAT™............. oot seescesrssreons rrcsrmns v o TR s s PR
235th Infantry Reginentvath modte. "COR FERREUM" (Heart ol S1eel).. ... -, - i ssisss sniesise st et seessides e remes oo et S O
Colored pin description w/honors & 630d Div. emBleme... oo Zodnd- o I3dh L, 25Eth Giea
= HAT PINS & BOLATIESR : -
fi%rd Inf. Driv. Pateh pin CombaiInfaniyman Badgepin_ Combat Medic Badge pin T R e i | T D
Ranper Hadge pin_ | Silver Brar Meadal pin Brones SmeMednlpm: oo s e SR
Purple Heari Madal pin. | Presidentind Lnat Citation Badgepin, . InEry i e i i sesssasisiissiiess Sdea
MPpin__, POWMedalpm , FieldArtillerypin__, ComaofENGMBEmpm .o i e 588,
Quartermasterpin__,  Signal Corpspin . RupturedDuckpin__, TrhAmyPMehping_ oo L
Eurepe AfncaMiddle Eastpin . WWIL Victory Medalpin__ |, Armyof Occnpation pin e e et LA o o el e
Full Size Expert Infantry Badge ., Full Size Pregidential Unit Cootion Badge oo IR, 1
G3rd Inf Div deloxe bola Bewith hlask cond. |, poldeord e et Floea
e ErTEEE s LINIT S CHACANTAATION AW&RDS COPIES

Presidentinl Unit Ctations copy: Ind Bn-253nd |, 1stBo-254ch . 3ed Bn-254th .. o SRR i
Pres, Unit Citasion carrative for 3nd B anid U0, A BB IIE ... coocicimeemimies s rmsieysparie s nmsssis e fmdht et o st oAb Blen
Frecl Croix deCiuerre w/Palm for 254th Inf. . 85 x11"85ea.__ , 11-35"% 17 510en,

------ COMPACT [MEKS FOR MICROSOET WINDOWS SYSTEMS - e
@5 of 194345 Blood & Fireissues |, 63rd Div. General Orders for il ohe, i i i icmeressctesiess s eressns L0 BN
853 page updated "Clronicles" bistory bovk wiphotos, rosters, AlpBaLEE.. ..o sassessass R - LT
Hestories wiphotos, roaters, Soothermfor 25%ed  , 234ch L. s o ke A
285t . AllAnillery |, 263%dEngineer & 363 Medical Brs. oo T s B i D
Special Troops: HOSHQ Co., Band, MF, QM. Becon, Signal, ORIanee s i st edes oo eeteeeson b S
Combat Motths Unit Morming Reports 1244 - 5648: 253md |, 258h__, 255 oo 81088,
Adtillery . 263sd Engineer & 363 Medical Bos., i st i ; e e T
apecial Troops: HOEHD Co., Band, MF, (M, Recon, Signal, OrdBames. e T AR A s e Sl Elltea~
63rd Picaorial history w!l 000+ stataside, Coembot & ooCUPOtIon BOBEEE. ............ . ooveecesrosssvesrsssasemssessesiesecssessssrossessmnsssoesenssssmenrosesses, S T2 88, &
11111 CAPS.
Hug_h[wmh:cmw:hmdb]ll&nd&d,-uamhhm!rmrnm ....................................................................................................... $ilen.
Lightblue cap and ball, with adjusiable blue rear net fhts‘prlng.ﬁummqmﬁ;l.'ll L e e R e e
Light blue cap and il with solid light blioe adiustable rear e FALOT wWmIET. . .v..mu s sreissisebssssteesamosssss st sttt ees e Ellea .
Thenew 6ird patch emblem s “BLOOD & FIRE® ond "63rd INFANTRY DIV," like the "0 patch on the other page.

- CHALLENGE COING

1.5" 63rd Infantry Division Antique Branee Challenge Coin with plastic POCKEL GHSE. .oy s s e sesese o Fl0ea.
1.5" 2544k Infantry Regiment Antigue Bronee Challenge Coin with plastic pocket ¢a8¢...-.ov oo T e T R SR I3
1.5" 254th Infantry Regiment Brilliant Gold Challenge Cotn with plastic POCKETEEBR, ... oo oo ottt oo eeeeee S0,

NI I A Do B elond B Pres eorbatioq e o s siioalt i il e S S gt Rl b e S i wSan

Janvunry 2008 Fomm #63 Cheeli 8, TOTAL:  § el
Belail To: BILL SOOTT, 63RD DIV HISTORIAMN, 407 5 WALNUT ST, SYCAMORE, IL 601732212

| Pelaki: ik or momey order o: 63R0 DI HISTORY FUKND - - - PLEASE USE ADDRESS STICKER OF FRINT CAREFULLY
NAME: UNITiS):
STREET: ) i APT. d PO TN
CITY: __STATE: I
sSFOLISE: -~ _ TEEEPHONE:( - i bt
E-MAIL ADDRESS: . _ FAX:(, - 3 X
[AMTHE:, _ oF 3 Ut A

(50N, GRANDSON, DALKIHTER, BROTHERT) AR VET'S MAME
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TOUR DESCRIPTIONS

CITY TOUR

Thursday, August 21

Board bus for a deiving tour of Indianapolis, home to the American Legion since 1919 and the Amaleur Sporis
Capital of the World. The professional puides will give von an informed narration of the past and present as von
ride by the State House, the RCA Dome (home of the 2007 Superbowl] Champs), Lucas il Stadivm (the Colt's
future home), and Meridian Street, where the Governor's mansion is located. Also see the Indiana World War
Memaorial that payvs homage to the Indiana men killed in World War I, World War I1, Korea, and Vietnam. Also
Incated there is the Medal of Honor Memaorial. A stop will be made at the Scottish Rite Cathedral, judged in its early
days by the International Association of Architects to be one of the most beautiful buildings in the world, Enjoy free
fime and lunch on your own at Civele Center Mall, Proceed to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway Hall of Fame
Muscum with one of the world's largest and most varied collections of racing, classic, and antique passenger cars.
See thirty=two Ludy " 500" winoing cars on display and view the hall=hour Glin depicting the history of the irack.
For an extra charge you may board the Speedway buses for a spin around the track (weather and race schedule
permitting).

DiMam board bus, 3:30pm back at hotel
%42/Person includes bus, guide, and admission. Lanch on your own.

CONNER PRAIRIE

Friday, August 22
Today we'll leave the 21zt century behind, Arrive at Conner Prairie, a living history museum. The first stop is the
theater for an introduction and short film. Enjoy a boxed lunch at The Eatery, Conner Prairie's Restaurant, before
beginning vour tour of the re-created 1836 pioneer village, You'll be able to chat with the doclor, the innkeeper, the
hlacksmith or the baker about life, religion, or politics of their day. Don't miss the Pioneer Adventure area, where
vou can try vour hand ot 19th century activities such as candle dipping, weaving, or barn dancing! Visitors may
choose to tour the historic estate of William and Elizabeth Coaner for an additional charpe, The minimuoam for this
tour is 50 people.

10:30am board bus, 3:00pm back at hotel
$59/Person includes bus, guide, lunch, and admission.

Dyiver and guide gratuities are not included in the tour prices.
Please plan to be af the bus boarding area ai least five minaies prior to the scheduled Wme,
All trips reguire a minimum of thirty people, unless otherwise stated.

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY FOR ARMED FORCES REUNIONS, INC,

For attendees canceling reunion activities prior o the cat-off date, Armed Forees Reunions, Tne. { AFR) shall
process a full refund less the non-refundable AFR registration fee (87 per person). Attendees canceling reunion
activities aflter the cut-off date will be refunded to the fullest extent that AFR's vendor commitments and
puarantecs will allow, less the non-refundable AFR registration fee. Cancellations will anly be taken Monday
through Friday from 9:00am until 5:00pm Eastern Standard Time. excluding holidays. Please call (757) 625-6401
to cancel reunion activities and obtain a cancellation code. Refunds processed 4-6 weeks after reunion, Canceling
yvour hotel reservation does not cancel your reunion activities.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Tour descriptians a— CONTINUED FROM PAGE ¥

TIMELINE

CITY TOUR
August 21

9:00 — Board bus for a driving tour of Indianapolis - Please be sure to include time at the Medal of THonor
Memorial.
12:00 — Lunch on vour own and free time af Circle Center Mall. Please offer suggestions for lunch.
1:30 — Reboard bus for Indianapolis Motor Speedway Hall of Fame Museum. Please provide details for those
wanting to hoard the Specdway buses for a spin around the track (weather and race schedule permitting).
2 = Reboard bus to return to the hotel by 3:30pm.

CONNER PRAIRIE

August 22

1300 — Board bus for Conner Prairie,

1100 —Arrive at Conner Prairie.

11:30 - Enjoy a lunch at the Eatery.

12:30 - Tour the re-created 1836 pioneer village.
2:30— Reboard bus to return to the hotel by 3:00pm.

Headquarters - 2nd Battalion - 254

Taken at Wiekershiem, Germany

This picture, sent by John
C:ramolini, was printed in the
Noevember 2007 jssue of the
Blood and Fire.

Thomaz E. Glunt haz
identified Larry Johnson,
fourth from the left in the
back row; next to him is Sgt.
Hart. Mext to the Derban,
who is holding the fag, is
Ferd Mueller. Richard Zeese
i% the second man [rom the
left side of Mueller and Tom
Cilunt is the next person in
that row of men.




February 2008 = 11

63RD INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION
AUGUST 20-24, 2008
INDIANAPOLIS MARRIOTT EAST

Wednesday, August 20

2:00pm - T:00pm — Reunion Registration Open
2:pm — ispory Room: open during the duration of the reunion
Dinner oo vour own
T:00pm - 11:00pm — "Meet Your Buddics Reception® with cash bar, snacks, and soft listening music

Thursday, August 21

R:00am - 8:30am — Reunion Registration Open

9:00am - 3:30pm - CITY TOUR (description follows)

4:(Wpm - 5:00pm — Reunion Registration Open. Additional hours will be posted at the reanion, it necessary.
Meet vour Buddies Ready Hoom open

f:(Hpm — Cash Bar

T:00pm - 10:00pm ~ Group Dinner and entertainment

Friday, August 22

Boblbam - 10:30am — Board of Directors' Meeting
10:30am - 3:00pm - CONNER PRAIRIE (description follows)
Meet vour Buddies Ready Room open

Saturday, August 23

9:30am - 11:30am = Women's Social to include a Continental
9:30am - 12:00pm — Breakfast Men's Business Meeting
1:30pm - 2:15pm - Memorial Service

G:00pm - T:00pm — Cash Bar Reception

T:00pm - 11:00pm — Banguet begins, followed by dancing

Sunday, August 24

Farewells and departures
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August 20 - 24, 2008 - INDIANAPOLIS, IN
Listed below are all registration, tour, and meal costs for the reunion. Please enter how many people will be participating in
gach event and total the amount, Send that amount payable to ARMED FORCES REUNIONE, ING. in the form of check or
maoney crder. Your cancelled check will serve as your confirmation. Returned checks will be charged a $20 fee. You may also
register online and pay by credit card at wew armedforcesreunions comfElink, All registration forms and payments must be
received by mail on or before July 17, 2008. After that date, reservations will be accepted on a space available basis. We
suggest you make a copy of this form befnrr: mailing. Please do not staple or tape your payment fo this farm,

e Fores T Al | OFFICE USE ONLY
Norfolk, V A 23517 Check® . = [DatseHeceived
ATTN: 63™ INFANTRY DIVISION Inputied Mametag Completed
| $PER #OF TOTAL
CUT OFF DATE: JULY 17, 2008 FERSOM | PEOPLE
Join us in Indianapolis! | Far
REGISTRATION FOR 2008 REUNIOMN | Registration |
{(Widows of 63rd Vets do NOT have to pay the registration fee) | 535 [ $35
WEDHES[JA"I" !LUGUET e S e s s s 200pm =7 E[I]:lrrl
Reunion Registration
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20 .....cooooniiiniiininninieiiininieans 7:.00pm — 11:00pm # attending
Meel your Buddies, Cash bar, 5l'lﬂl:i'i5._ saft listening music FREE | FREE
THURSDAY, AUGUST 21 . ...B:00am - &8:30am & 4:00pm - 5-00pm|
Reunion Registration R~ Bl L],
THURSDAY, AUGUST 21..... o iiiviiieniiee i s S00AM - 3:30pm
City Tour | $42 ]
THURSDAY, AUGLUST 21 |
B o ] S R e PO e T e L e SR L 1 B:00pm - F:00pm |
GROUP DINNER (CHICKEN PICCATA} oo vessssseessans 7:00pm - 10:00pm | § 28 $
|_FR|DA‘|" AUGUST 22 BOARD MEETING ................ R 8:00am - 1'EI S0am
| FRIDAY, AUGUST 32 ........... - R T et o T p S Ll 10:30am - 3 I:ID|:I"|'|
| Conner Praine ! $ 50 | B
| SATURDAY, AUGUST 23 - _10 e
| MEN'S BUSINESS MEETING w...ooocooccccseeore.9:308m - 12:00pm | J.t
SATURDAY, ALUGUST 23 # attending
WOMEMN'S SOCIAL dnciucing Cortirgnlal Breakfae! and Endariaiime ....5:35:-_3!“-"1 1_:_3'}5”1_ _F_H_EE_ | ] FREE -
| SATURDAY, AUGUST 23
MEMORIAL SERVICE IN HOSPITALITY ROOM ..........occcceeiees 1:30pm-2:15pm
' SATURDAY (EVEMING), AUGUST 23 '
COCETAIL BAETY CASH BARL.....ciiiiiinnns s I I = T X0
DINNERDANCE [Assigred Sealng) oo L00pm - 1100pm
I .. Drima R | § 36 %
Saturday Banguet:  Grilled Salmon (£33 ]
GH‘AML‘J TOTAL due I:n»Arme:l Fnrnea Ft-eu nmn.a Im: i ]
MAME it s e B W WICK MAME LIMITACO:
SPOUSE NAME Ll Lk _ GEHESTMAMES. = i
STHREET ADCRESS FIRET TIME ATTERDEEY 7 YES 7 NO
CITY, 5T, ZIFP. i PH. HUMBER | 1 =

MUST ¥OU BE LIFTED HYDRAULICALLY GHTD THE BUS WHILE SEATED IN YOUR WHEELCHAIR IN ORDER TO
PARTICIPATE IM BLES TRIFS? 7 YES 7 NO (PLEASE NOTE THAT WE CANNOT GUARANTEE AVAILABILITY ).

EMERGENCY CONTACT PH. NUMBER | }

For refunds and cancellations, please refer to our policies outlined at the bottom of the reunion pmgrarn
CANCELLATIONS WILL OMLY EE TAKEN MOMNDAY-FRIDAY 3:00am-5:00pm EASTERMN TIME [excluding
holidays). Call (757) 625-6401 to cancal reunion activities and oblain a cancellation code. Refunds procassed 4-6
weeks after reunion.

Register onling and pay by credit card al www.armedforcesreunions.comi83inf
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March

2: Juanita & Richard Wanamaker - K 254 - 1945

June
: Ernestine & Allen Agnew —H 255 - 1950
s leda & John Domont - 63 - 1948
: el & Clare Gerity = C 253 - 1947
: Dolores & Bill Davis — (=254 1947
: Marjorie & Charles Ewart— AT 253 -
: Mary & Edgar Torrence — O 254 — 1942
sVera & James F. Jordan— HOY 254 — 1944
: Bonna & Edward Fowle— A B2 — 1944

e - S = =

13

: Rowene & Frederick Kroesen —F 254 - 1944
s do & Martin Beer - L 253 - 1944

s Susan & Dave Biba - Associate — 1977

: Barbara & Craig Ethier - Associate — 1951
§: Betty & Shorty Mvers— H() 253 - 1951

12; Donna & Harold LaCosse - 1N 254 - [948
12: Beryl & Pasguale Scoreelli — A 255 1946
14: Marjorie & Jacob Gesck - FARGT - 1953
14: Bertha & Walter F, Harmon— G 253 - 1947
18; Jacquelin & Charles King -5V 254 - 1946
22: Juanita & Junior McDaniel - G255~ 1947
30: Jovee & Paul Schwene — Associate — 1994

April
2: Jovee & Andrew Kidwell - ORD 763 - 1949
2: Leota & Johno J. Toom - FA 715~ 15941
i: Lucille & Levy O, Collier — ) 255 - 1950
8. Betty & Ralph J. Almstrom - 1 253 - 1962
9: Helen & Donald Ivie - USAR— 1947
13: Dale & Donald Lindstrom — FA 718 - 1957
14: Gwynn & Tom Malan - A 255 - 1946
19: Gloria & Mario Antoci - E 253 = 1947
24: Mary & Sam Fittante - RECOMN 63— 1954
30; Eleanor & Stanley Kozlowski—1 255 — 1949

-1 o de

May
: DV Arline & Charles Driemeyer—1253 - 1954
: Audrey & Ralph Alexander— G 253 - 1953
: Vertalee & Bill Pillshury - HQ 63 - 1946
: Marie & Joseph Pacelle - K 253 - 1944
s India & James Bathburn - 1 255 - 1951
sAntoinette & Robert Barnard - FA 861 - 1959
: Marlene & Walter Pucher— B 155
13. Lillian & Ernest D, Howard — H() 283 -
15: Jean & James 5, Settineri— H 254 — 1948
Li: Charlotte & Herb Schneiderman—AS 254 — 1949
16: Olga & Michael Grib - B 255 - 1933
Margo & Bill Shirer—MED 263 - 1947
24: Fannie & George Millis — HO} 63 — 1952
24; Marie & Benedicl Parenti—L 2551952
25: Lourene & Elmer Bellor - HOY 255 - 1946
28: Mary & Charles Dolan - A 254 — 1949
28: Marlene & Rav W. Peterson— H) 255 - 1947

N ods bd =

2 =1 L

T Gladys & Joe Perez -0 2533 <1952
7: Rachel & Donald Reents - FA K83 — 1969
7: Ruth & William Murray - AT 718 1944

il
11
12:
14:
|
21.
.7
22
L5
23
24
25
25,
26:
2
27
28:
28:
28
an;
3

acey & Melvin Stahl - E 255~ 1951

Elaine & Angelo Davis - F 254 - 1949
Catherine & Glen Foster —A 253 - 1944
Darothea & William Beckett - HOY 254 - 1942
Mancy & Tom Cone = Associate— 1974
Rosemary & Leo schlocker — LISAK - 1945

: Claire & Bill Hughson — Associate — 1947

Betty & Marvin E. Karr - C 253 - 1948
Joan & James Casev—1. 2551951
Helen & Linwood Fope— L 255 - 1950

s Gwynne & David Bonifield - Associate— 1978
: Marion & Albert Safranck - FASRG] - 1944

Marion & Charles H. Malloy - MED 255 - 1955
Dorothy & Robert Gross—HQ 253 - 1949
Florence & Sheldon Toder— CN 254 - 1952
Joan & Lewis Germain - 1254 - 1952

Kit & Carl Anderson — E 253 - 1947

Edith & Edward Karcheski—B 254 - 1941
Mae & Domenick Pecchin—H 255 - 1947

Iva & Richard Schulz - FATIH - 1956

Eileen & Robert Titterington — K 255 - 1948

Notice

DEADLINE FOR
THE MAY 2008

ISSUE OF THE

BLOOD AND FIRE

IS ON OR BEFORE
APRIL 1, 2008
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Tacoma Reunion Highlights

Martha iMaz, wife of Al Diag - USAR, with Ray Egan as
Wiy Boatman, He entertained the ladies s their

Suirrday Brunch in Tacoma., ik 5 : L1
Angelo A, Christopler - IV 254 - enjoped the Tacoma

reunion st Awgusi,

Rachael and Bill Rohinsopn =6 253
enjoved seeing ofd buddics ar the
Tacoma reamion.  Seen  behind
them are Dompa  and WHarold
LaCosse,
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A word from your buddies. ..

h

253 Regiment

Claude W, Denizon — A Company — sent this
messape: L had a bad heart attack on Cetober 25, ZINT
and was in the hospital for five weeks, [ am very much
hetter now but not able to do much. Dorothy aod T haye
been married 67 years.”

George O, Clark — B Company — wrote: *T am
working on an article for the newsletter. Will send it
soon. Hope it won't lose too much in editing. Keep up
the gond work and happy holidavs.”

Buster (:. Davenport — C Company - Said:
“Evervihing is v.k. My wile died ten vears ago. We
rafsed two children - s teacher and & lawyer judge.”™

Elliott W, Amon — E Company = sent this message:
“Sorry, | forgot to pay my dues. 1's hell to get old!™

Carl ¥, Anderson — E Company — had this to say:
“Kit and | had a great trip to Branson this fall. Saw
several great shows, We will be going 10 Indiana for
Christmas and see our great-grandson, who 15 a year
old already.™

Asa Patton — F Company — wrote he was looking
forward to fhe 2008 reunion in Indiana.

Received this note from Sue Rock: *We areboth in
had health, Roy — G Company ~ had a stroke in March.
He was in the VA Hospital eleven days and in a2 nursing
home from March 19 until June 22, He also has eyve
problems and many other problems. He and 1 hoth
have to use a walker.

Robert Almstrom - 1 Company — sent this note:
“We have one sun, one daughier, two grandsens, one
eranddaughter, one great-grandson and one greai-
granddaughter and everyone is hﬂpp}'!!”

Raymond 1. Vallinger — 1 Company - said: “I am
still here!! Merey Christmas and Happy Mew Year to
all.”

Gaylord A. Betcher - K Company - wrate “1 will be
9 years old on March 17, 2008 and am & World War |
sibling, T am a 62-vear Charter member of the
Mazeppa, Minnesota Legion Post 588, 1 am also a
member of Zumbrota, Minnesota Veterans of Foreign
Wars 5727 and a member of the Mazeppa Honor
Guard, I still live on the Farm, cook my own meals but 1
do have a little problem walking very far. Otherwise, |
feel fine.”

Joseph F, Pacelle — K Company — wrote: “Enjoy the
Blood and Fire, Thank vou for vour loyalty. My regards
to all my 63" guys.”

Paul E. Killion - L Company — sent this message: =1
thank God for a healthy, happy vear. Our 5 o
prandehild, Emily Mary, arrived in June to Eileen, our
youngest of nine children, God's Blessings to all my
brother veterans and their families, Have a greatl
Zihiks."

Grerald A, Geuss — L C'ompany — wrote: “Susan and
I were married 60 vears in December. Not loo many left
from Camp Van Dorn, Mississippi in September 1943,
St March, Set. Madden, Cpl. Mecker and Cpl. Noto.™

Ernest D, Howard - H(} Company — sent this
message: “T joined the 63" at Camp Van Dorn,
Mississippd and was with the unit in Enrope and ontil it
dishanded.™

Harold Youngsma — HQ) Company - wrote: =1 lost
my spouse on Fehruary 3, 2007 and [ became 90 vears
old on April 30, 2007, T now live in Assisted Living
Whitcomb House. Thank you for caring. Yon must also
be @ servant of Jesus. A blessed Christmas and Happy
Mew Year.”

Ciondlon (Shortyy Myers = TG Company — was
short and to the peoint: “5till above ground and
s limg! ™

254 Regiment

Gerald R. Mattson — A Company — wrote: “Ramah
and I are caretakers of 60 aparfment units. That keeps
us busy, We were married 61 yvears July 1¥ and we are
hath in goml shape for our age. I hear and write to Col.
Raymond Restani. He was my Company Commander
in Combat W™

Helen Parke, wife of Kobert E. Parke —B Company

sent this note: “Despite his dementia, Kobert is in
ond health,”
 This greeting came from John and T etizia Lowther
— L Company: *Merry Christmas (o all the members of
the 63" Infaniry Division."

Carlton J. Naegele - C Company - sent a brief note
saving he and Betty celebrated their 607 wedding
anniversary on (e tober 25, 2007,

Joseph P. Matrale - C Company — is 81 years old
and he and Elizaheth have heen marricd 53 years.

Hugo Boettcher — D Company — sent this message:
“How time Mies, Yesterday 1 received pofice that my
Blood and Five dues were due! | sure do love to breese
through that paper. 1 will be 90 vears old on December

S CONTINUED O PAGE 16
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Tacoma Reunion

Highlights

0 Andrew Aarhus - AT 235 (lefi),
 chats with David "Mongty"
Montgomery - E 255, during a vest
period ai the Tucoma rennion,

A word from your buddies . ..

=CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

15. That 25 mile, eight-hour forced hike we toak at
Camp Van Dorn, Mississippi is showing its side effects -
al least T feel kinda stiff all over! Connie and 1 are doing
o.k. We are both like the old gray mare - not like we
used to be! Hello to all my baddies.™

Robert Williams Sr. — F Company — seni this
message: “Tam 81 vears old and married 59 vears, Did
you get the paper clipping of the 83" going over the
Sieglried Line [ sent you? 1 look forward to getting the
Blood and Fire Magazine. Hope the reunion comes East
nneof these vears.”

Sal Genova — G Company — sent this note: “Hi
Cruys! I am still hanging in there; my wife Edith is in a
Nursing Home and I visit her everyday. I am now living
with my son and his wife in my own extension on his
house and am doing good. | have not heen receiving any
editions of the Blood and Fire Magarine. The last one |
received was November 2006 and I would like to catch
up on the rest of the issues. | wonld like to hear from any
of Company G, 254" men. I am in touch with Verlin
Miller and Chuck Renner's widow, Carol. Happy
Holidays to all.*

James Settineri- I Company — said: *Hope to see

vou af the next meeting! ™
Richard J. Mertes — R & | Companies - wrote he
would see us all in Indianapolis in August.

Alf L. Crutehficld — T Company - said: “We
celebrated 60 years of marriage in Kansas City, MO.
Both Imogenc and [ are doing well. Thanks for
everyihing you and the others do to keep the
Association alive,”

Lewis 5. Germain - L Company — wrote: “0h, how
1 miss the conventions. but illness Keeps us home. Give
my best to Fred Clinton.”

Fred Consolmagnoe - G Company — had this to say:
*Sorry we couldn't make the Tacoma bash. Little too
much travel. Hope to make Indianapolis in 2008,
Audrey attended the Kentucky reunion but wasn't
listed with my name. I turned 86 years young on
October 31! We were married 58 vears on July 9, 2007!
Regards to all.™”

Venanzio Poceia — M Company —sent this message:
“Sorry I couldn’t make the Tacoma reunion but will
plan for Indianapolis and then Roston.™

James F. Jordan - HQ Company—wrote: “1 think

-CONTINUED O PAGE 17
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often about my platoon and wonder who might be
still with us.”

Lvle A. Atwood — HOQ) Company — had this to say, *I
was a Cadre member from the 98" Division to the 637
Infantry Division at Camp Blanding. Florida. [
received a commission when the Division was at Alsace,
France and assigned to the 29" Division ATasa 2" LT."

Edward Karcheski — FIC} 254 - sent this message:
“We are so far doing fine. We have celebrated our (1
wedding anniversary. We now have ten grandchildren,
ten preat-grandchildren and three great-great-
grandchildren. As for me, 1 have a hobhy of making
sailboat-cover wagon feeder bird houses. Life is good
here.”

255 Regiment

Franklin T. Hepner — A Company — said he was
doing well for an old guy! He sent holiday greetings to
EVEryime.

“Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! Sorry
we have not been able to attend the last two or three
reanions. Missed secing you all. God Bless!™ Michael
Grib— B Company.

Wilbur E. Ahlvers - B Company — wrote: “Doing
volunteer work with the VAMO Roscburg City Art
Center, County Arts and am painting designs and
pictures myself!!™

Ernest Klimek — I} Company — said he and Mary
had a very good time at Tacoma and are looking
forward to going to Indianapolis this August.

Frank R. Tedesco — E Company — would like to
know more about members of September 1, 1943 E
Company, 255" Regiment, 4" Platoon. His address Is
306 Cleveland Ave., West Berlin, N T 08091,

David . Montgomery = E Company — had this to
say: “Weare doing good for our ages. | am 32 and Betty
is 74. I joined the 637 in Julv 1944 at Camp Van Dorn,
Mississippi, went overseas with the 255" Regiment and
stayed with it until August 1945, T was a BAR man in
the 1" Platoon through the whole thing, We enjoyed
Tacoma and hope to see you in Indianapolis.”™

Allen Agnew - H Company — wrote “Thanks for all
the time and effort you are contributing.”

Leonard L. Kiang — | Company — senf thizs note:
“My brother-in-law, my niece. my nephew and their
families hosted an 86" Thanksgiving birthday dinner
in my honor! Upon leaving, I tripped in the parking lot

=CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

and landed on my right side, but went home for ice
cream and cake, T am still in limbo!! T am severely
crippled with Rhenmatoid Arthritis and have filled out
a new claim with the VA to up-grade my service-
connected disability, May (zod Bless all of you for the
year 208"

Rov W. Peterson — HO) Company — wrote: “5Sitill
fighting the daily battles, As one old fellow said, "getting
old is not for sissies.' We still have pretty good health
and are able to take care of ourselves. T had cataract
surgery and now have 2020 vision in both cyes. How
ahout that?! Reading vision is a problem and requires
some reading glasses. Have lost contact with platoon
members except Jack Bayer and his wife, Mickey and
with Al and Pat Binko, We talk regularly on the phone.
Appreciate all you do for the Association, so keep
smiling! Merlene's Macular Degeneration is about the
same.”

Paula, wile of Albert G, Smith - HO} Company -
senl this message: “1 am writing for my hushand, who
has been in a nursing home because of Alcheimer's and
bone cancer. He enjoys the Slood and Fire Magarine 50
verv much, He always smiles and reads it over and over,
because he foreets what he reads. On October 3, we
celebrated our 59 wedding anniversary.”

George Dodson — K Company — had this to say:
“Thanks for remembering about my dues. T will try and
keep records for the next membership dues. Please
keep our grandson and all the men and women in Traqg
in our thoughts and prayers.”

Benedict Parenti - L Company - sent this message:
“Marie and T are still hanging in there! Still able to get
around, in spite of all the aches and pains. Wave a happy
Christmas and a New vear.™

Elmer J. Bellor - HQ) Company — reporied: *1 went
to Traverse City and rode on the float with the WWII
viets. | am in good health ar the age of B8 years and on
the go every day. Lourene and [ will celebrate our 62
wedding anniversary in May.™

Vincenl Koch - M Company - said September 8,
2007 marked 64 vears since he had been assigned to the
63" at Camp Van Dorn, He was part of the 63" team
throngh the entire war,

Ralph K. Smith, Jr.— HQ} Company — wrote: “I am
shill in fouch with Joe Straka of Louisville, Kentucky
and Bobh Christman of Lake Charles, Louisana. Both
were great scout/observers with the 2. Battalion,”

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 18
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Kent L. Scholl - HQ Company - had this to sav:
“Thanks to all of you who keep the Association going,
You do a good job with publications, etc. I wish I could
do more.”

CN Company

Sheldon Toder — 254 - send this plea: T peed a
Bleod and Fire insignia to attach to my car's bumper.
The last one beeame unglued and fell off — the insignia,
ot the bumper! Please send me one! ™

( The decal ias been sent)

Leslie Anders - Special Troops - sent this message:
“Our 'main event' this vear consisted of our 653
wedding anniversary, The "event’ took place when [
married Mardellya Soles at her home near Windsor,
MO, during my time as a dispensary manager for the
Engineers at Fort Leonard Wood., We reared two
talented danphters, have five prandchildren and sis
reat-grandchildren.”

John F, Troy - 254 = gent a Merry Christmas and a
Happy, Healthy Mew Year wish to evervone,

Walter L. Stoner — 363 Company — wrote: ™1 jusi
broke the Guiness record for aches and pains!™

Jumes A, Altimari - 363 - sent this note: “Glad vou
reminded me to pay my ducs. At my age, 1 don't huy
oreen bananas! [ am 94 vears old, I'm in good health
and still driving my car.”

Engineer 263

Donald J. Liplak = B Company —wrote; “1t's been
an awful long time since Camp Van Dorn, Mississippi. 1
was only 19 vears old at that time; now 1 am &4 and still
soing, Just taking one day at a me.”

Field Artillery

Merlin L. Myers — 861 Company — would like io
hear from someone in Hy Btry 861 FA. His address is
115 Louchs Street, York, PA 17403,

Albert Safranek — 861 Company - and his wife,
Marion sent Merry Christmas and happy New Year

grectings to everyone,

Albert . Kidney — 863 Company — sent this brief
message: “MNathing new to report at this time.™

Richard P, Schulz — A Batry 718 — wrote: *1 was a
member of the Wire Communications Section of my
Battery A, We laid and maintained field wire between
our howitzers and the OLP. Our squad had about a
dozen men. | don't know of any of our men who are still
this “topside of the grass.” They were a great gang!™

Lrerald ). Bungert — C Company, 718 — had this te
say: “After VE Day, T was transferred to Military
Government in Stuttgart. Seven months later, 1 was
transferrved to the Field Artillery. Battery C to replace
Cpl. Gailo, Llefi for home in April 1946, was discharged
at Camp MeCoy, Wisconsin and went back into the
Insurance business. 1 sold my interest in the business in
1987, It has been 20 vears of golf, bowling and skating!
My health is good but not so for my wife, Dorine.”

Division Headguarters

Earl Dean Williams — 862 — sent this message: *1
sfill live st 912 Biljac Streel, Las Yegas, NV 839145 and
worahbd love hearing from anyone who remembers me. Ts
H. Simmes still iving? Also, William E, Borewell? He
was with the 253" but we shared an apartment with he
and his wife at McComb, Mississippi in 1944, We
sormichow Iost their address in owr last move,™

John F, Dumont — Div, Arty —wrote: =1 am 32 vears
old, a vetired school principal and an active amateor
radio operator (WEYML) and Military affiliate Radio
Station (Navy, Marine Corps; call sign NNNOKRQ).
Sincere thanks for the outstanding job vou do for our
association, Cod Bless.™

LUSAR

Leo M. Schlocker wrote: * 1 am a friend of Irve
Schlocker and next door lives Col. (retired) Don
Forden, another gond friend. T'm retired CSM E9, from
UsAK and an Ex-POW of WWIL T was caplured
January 7, 1945 in Belgium. 1 was with the 17" Air
Borne, 513" Co, D, T volunteer at the Loma Linda VA
Haospital and have approximately B0 hours now. |
retired from LAPD in 1968 and retired from LAX City
of LA In 1997, T am one-hondred percent disahility with
health problems,”
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WOULD LIKE TO
HEAR FROM BUDDIES

Liost three buddies— Jos Treola, Crus Sclatarmi and
John DeStefans, My other buddy, Ed £ariski and his
wife are in o nursing home.

As for me, T am in fairly good health. T still play golf
once in a while and enjoy watching sports, mostly golf,

Rose and I were marcied sixly vears on September
T. We lost our only child, a daughter, and we have iwo
sreat-granddanghters.

If anyone remembers me, | would like to hear from
them. I was in Panama for twoe vears prior (o going to
Crermany.

Michacl Cairo, Company L, 253
231 5o, Repent 5t., Port Chester, NY 10573

LIVINGAT

Things are poing well for me here ot Friendship
Village. I have been here for one and a half vears now
and feel very much at home. 1 miss our old life,
especiallv Dayle, but feel very fortunate to have such a
nice place to continue my life.

Betty Bonificld, widow of Dayle Bonifield

HUSBAND PASSED
AT HOME WITH FAMILY

My hushand, Joseph 5. Mack, 1. 254 died on
September 5, 2007 at home with his family caring for
him. I suffered with prostate cancer and Alzheimer’s,
We were married fiftv-three and a half years when he
died. We were Dblessed with three sons and one
daughter. He loved getting the Blood and Fire and read
EVELY IS5IE.

Joanne K. Mack

FATHERSERVED
INKCOMPANY 253

I wm the oldest son of Rudelph Jandalk, K
Company, 253, who was shot by friendly fire on
Christmas Eve, 1944, He is sl iving and can be

contacted at Grand Viectorian, 12565 W.
Renaissance Circle, #307, Homer Glen, OL 60491,
Randy Jandak

MARIE GERBINO

My husband, Anthony Gerbino, H() 253, passed
away March 2000, As his wife, | am keeping up his dues.
Marie Gerbino

VISITCAMP
VAN DORN MUSEUM

Wish vou all could visit the Camp Van Dorn
Museum. We appreciate all of you and all you have
done.

Emma Lell Kinghton, bookkeeper

TOO LONG

The newsletter is very good, but some of the war
experiences are too long and only appeal to those in that
unit or in the area.

Harold 0. (VMeill - 51 563

NOTE MY
CHANGE OFADDRESS

I have moved to 2212 N, Kiowa Blvd. #1185, Lake
Havasn City, Arizona to be near my family. Please
change my address on the mailing label.

Bernice Verone, widow of Gilbert J. Verone, FA 862

GRANDSONIN MARINE CORPS

I had written about my hushand's death in 1998, 1
also told you our son served in the Marines during the
Viet Mam War and now our grandson has dooe two
tours in frag as a Marine,

Man Landers, widow of Ariton [N, Landers — Band

« CONTINUED % FAGE 28
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HUSBAND ENJOYED
BLOODAND FIRE

My hushand, Bill Van Cleve — MP 63 — died on
Angust 4, 2T, He enjoved receiving the newsletter. He
had a military funeral and it was very impressive. He
enjoved corresponding with Donna when he had his
computer gning.

Mary Van Cleve

WHITE REPORTS
DEATH OF FRIEND

My pood friend, Clarence Jack, Company E — 255,
died in Seplember 2007, Those who trained with him at
Camp Van Dorn will remember him as an expert
country music guitar plaver. He lost the nse of his legs
in comhbat and was confined to a wheel chair the rest of
his life. He never lost his cheerful spirit. He was 2 native
of West Virginia,

Wilson C, White, E 255

WILLSHAREARTICLE
FROM NEWSPAPER

Chur Incal newspaper did an article on my WWTI
service and [ am sending you a copy, if vou should want
astory,

Walter E. Harmon, (253
(rater story will be published when space permiis)

BROTHERKILLEDINACTION

My brother, Plc, Wavoe 5. Smieigh — E 253 — was
Killed in saction on April ¥, 1945 in Stein Germany.
William E. Smeigh Jr.

REPORTING
DEATH OF HUSBAND

My hushand, Rowe W, Maxwell
15, ZINK7,

M - died June

Sara Maxwell

THANKYOU FOR
THE PHOTO DISPLAY

Thank you for the photo spread in the November
issue of the Slood and Fire. | am sending a donation to
help with expenses,

John Gramolin

Q254

SENT DUES AND DONATION

Thanks so much for all vour work on the
newsletter. Along with my dues, | am sending a
donation to help in case more “machinery™ poes down.,
I am a former Junior High Social Stodies, Life Science
(or whatever else they needed) teacher. Charles was a
local school superintendent and then moved into the
Hardin County (Ohio) County School Education office
as a County Superintendent. He had a deep love for all
the guyvs he fought with and never forgat their names or
fricndships.

Carol A. Benner—widow of Charles Renner— (3 254

OLDAGEIS
CATCHING UPWITH ME

Tlove petting the Blood and Five magazine, (1d ape
is catching up with me — [ was 84 on September 5. But |
still drive. I am on a ladies” bowling league, which is fun
and I try to keep my house clean. My hands are shakv sn
don't write so good anymore. T sure do miss going to the
meetings, traveling to other towns and meeting some of
our old friends. Hope most old buddies are still gerting
around and are doing pretty good. Take care and happy
holidays,

Marjorie Prothero, widow of Clarence, A 253

SON FOLLOWED
INDAD'SFOOTSTEPS

I am the son of Frank Smania, E Company, 2" Bn,
254" Regiment of the 637 Infantry Division. T served
with the 1° Bn 81° FA, 56 FA . B&E. 7" Army at New
Ulm, Germany, 1971-1972, one of the towns Dad foughi
throughin 1945,

Eugene Stiamnia
- CONTINUED QN PAGE 11
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TACOMAREUNION
TOOFARTO TRAVEL

I finally met Donna in Kentucky and was glad.
Sorry we did not make it to Washington this year; it
was a little too far for ns to drive and T can'i fly, Ruth
Sundbrink said it was good but the crowd was off, ¥We
are all getting older!!! 1 am sending a picture taken in
2000 from Elis Island when we were there in August
before they (the towers) were destroyed on September
11.

Sybil Nails, widow of Buron Nails, B 861

REPORTING DEATH
OF HUSBAND

Please be advised of the death of my husband,
William Egan — A §61. He died in January 2007 of skin
cancer and heart complications, Bill was awarded two
Bronze Star for bravery in action.

Catherine Exan

HUSBAND OF 56 YEARS PASSES

Just wanted vou to know that Norman Walton
passed away on Octlober 19, 2007, He really lnoked
forward to each issue of the Blood and Fire, We were
the parents of two sons, the grandparents of five, and
the great-grandparents of two.

Ardith Walton

CHARLES WEISE PASSES

Please be advised that Charles Weise, 101
Meadowview Drive, E. Windsor, CT D608E, passed
away October 24, 2007, He looked forward to the
magarine and reads it cover to cover when it arrived.

Emily Weise, widow of Charles - AB62

WIFE PASSES DAY
AFTERANNIVERSARY

Sorry to have to inform you that my w ife. Gertrude
passed away July 6, 2007, the day after our 59° wedding
ANMIVETSATY.

D254

Howard Loncks

FORMER BOARD
MEMBER PASSES

James E. Sonneborn - C 253 — former board
member of the 63° Infantry Division Association,
passed awazy October 28, 2007, During the war, he was
awarded the Bronze Star, the Combat Infantry Badge,
and other service medals. Following the war, he was
commissioned an officerin the United States Army, was
assigned as an infantry officer and later as a public
information officer, He retired from the Army in 1965,
In 1966 he returned to government serviee as @
Department of the Avmy civilian at Walter Reed Army
ledical Center in Washington and relired from civil
service in 1987 as the Depaty Chief of Public Affairs.
Survivors include his wife, Sara of 63 years; one son,
James 1. Sonnchorn and wile Dianne; one daughter,
Suzunne MeGinn and hoshand Neil: and  three
grandsons, Jonathan MeGinn, Timothy and Zachary
Sonnechorn,

James I, Sonnchorn — Associate member

MOVED TOMAKE COMMENTS

Fhanks again for a very interesting issue of the
Blood & Fire: 1 am moved to make a few comments.

I share Bill Scott's thoughts about the series “The
War” and learned something, too. 1, too, felt very lucky
and must admit, teary watching it. 1 remember some
very hard battles but also long periods of watching and
waiting in cold, rain and snow. Then too. this was a
maovic and it s the action shots that hold viewers, [ was
orateful that I was not in the Pacific.

I found the fine details in Charlic Rhodes
continued story so moving, real to life, and the
homeenming.

It seems that Thal O'Neill's serviee with the 83"
Signal brought him all over Enrope and into the thick
of it before most of us. [ would say we were close only
one tme near Schwachiseh-Hall. When I first saw the
Beaches 1 was amazed about the scope and trials of
those landings. He tells of so many gems. T was amused
by the Revenge of the Creamed Oysters that apparently
creamed a lot of men In the company that night. 1
recalled my first meal in a mess hall in Benning - open
walls thick with “palmetto bugs™ during the day.
Thercafter, I always made sure not to sit next to a wall. T

CONTINUED (8% PAGE 22
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gness we were close al one time!

I think we ignored Patton's non-fraternizalion
order before it even came into effect. | do remember he
wis criticized for shaking Goering's hand so mavhe
this was his ill-considered reaction.

I can understand Hal's *“take no prisoners”™ stance.
He may consider himself lucky that he did not fall into
the hands of like-minded opponents. | contrast his
attitude with that of my boddy, John Pribram. John
had to flee Crechoslovakia as a youngster, subsist
southern France for a lime before coming to the States
and eventually to the 63", John sacrificed a leg in the
Colmar pocket vet came to reconciliation in a trulv
Christian response. | guess nof evervone can walk that
rocud,

I enjoyed the culinary triumphs of the Kitchen
Crew, How welcome hot meals were that winter! The
pictures at Weikersheim and elsewhere bring back
memories. Keep them coming,

Seeyou allin Tndy in August.
Edgar Moutoux — (253

INFORMATION REQUEST FOR
PFCMEDEDITH J. PHILLIPS,
CO1,255 REGIMENT

I am an Associate member and | am requesting
information concerning my cousin, Ple, Meredith J.
Phillips {also known as John M. Phillips). As 1
understand, based on a latter dated May 25, 1944 from
Adjutant General LW, Lippman, John M. Phillips and
Flc Meredith J. Phillips were the same person. It seems
at one point John Phillips may have attached to the HO
Co., 63" Division and he may had had a reduction in
rank.

Pfe. Phillips entered the service in 1944 ar Fr.
Oglethorpe, Ga. He was from (Miver Springs,
Tennessee and his parents were James M. Phillips and
Elsie 1). Phillips. At the time he entered combat he was a
member of Co, 1 255" Infantry Reciment and was a
combat engineer [(at least according o his grave
marker in Teonessee). He was Killed in aclion on
February 7. 1945 in the vicinity of Bliesbruck, France.
The cause of death was a single fatal wound to the head.
One of the persons who furnished information
concerning Pfe Phillips” death was Pvi, Joseph
Hupggiero.

I am inferested in o obtaining more  details

concerning my cousin, The search for information has
taken the better part of fwenty years and any
information that members of this Association can
provide is greatly appreciated.
Edward Phillips
713 Little Tail Way
Wake Forest, NC 27587
Telephone: 919-426-5254 (cell}
D19-562-1945( lome)
e-mail: ephillips3ie hotmail.com
or: Edward.pillips@ embarg.com

ABOUTMY FRIEND. JOE

This is in regard to my conversation with vou on the
telephone a few weeks ago.,

My friend, Joseph J. Mazei died August 23, 2007,
The November issue of the 8loed and Fire had his last
name spelled incorrectly and the vear of his death was
wrong, His wife, Rose, iz also deceased.

He was a faithful member of the St Aurustine
Church. Colleen Fopowicz, secretary of the St
Augustine Church gave the address of 500 N, 7%
Avenue, Roversford, PA 19468, attenfion of Diane
Gorrell, if someone should wish to contribute to a
memarizl.

Joe and T joined the 63" Division in July 1944, We
were in the 3" squad, 1" platoon, Company K, 3" Bn.
253 Repiment. He was a good soldier. Joe was
irreverent, sarcastic, funny and one of a kind.

With Joe by my side, or behind my back, 1 always
felt safer. He did his job well. I am glad 1 knew Joe
Vazel

James ™. Mauldin

DEATHOFFATHER REPORTED

I am saddencd to have to tell you that my father,
sgt. George Murchio, D) 254, died peacefully this past
Janoary 31. Dad was very proud of his service to his
country, and especially proud of the men he served
with. Among the names [ can never forget are: Lt Caol,
Tucker, Lt. Van Bockem, Sgt. Rose, Sgt. Estrella and
Sl Bionda,

Creorge Murchio

= CONTINDUED (% PAGE 23
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COLLECTING STORIES
ISMY PROJECT

In 1998, 1 began my project to collect stories from
World War 1T veterans and/or their families, for the
purposes of preserving and presentation to today's
vouth, adults and futwre generations before these
memories will one day no longer be available.

My collection of over 215 World WEWas [ stories
has received appreciation and recognition from the
General Patton Memorial Museum at Chiriaco
Summit in California where it is exhibited during
special events.

Please contact me to discuss the details of my
project. and how you can be an important source of
World War 11 history by telling your story about vour
personal military service and sacrifices. Please be
assured that all information is not sold or given out o
the public.

Participant references and testimonials regarding
my wark are available.

FPeter Tr Minix — pd mmm msn. com

NEED INFORMATION
ABOUT BROTHER

T would like any infermation concerning my
hrother, 5/8at. Alhert M. Bisinger who was a member
of the | Company of the 254" Regiment. Al was killed in
action on January 25, 1945 according to the
notification from the War Department. 1 would also
appreciate any information abont his complete
military history. I can't seem to get any official facts
from War Depuartment files. At the time of Al's death [
was fighting in the pacific theatre in the Army Infantry.

Edwin C. Bisinger
1239 Westchester Blvd.
Westchester, 1160154

SEEKING INFORMATION
FORTHESIS

| am currently working on my master's thesis at
Empire State College, a division of the State University
of New York, The subject of my thesis is the changes in
memary concerning Ww

My Marine father, who passed away in 2003, was
never al a loss to relate interesting, and often
humorouns, stories of his time in New Fealand and
Hawaii, but the only times he would speak of his
combal experiences was in his nightmares. T was
intensely interested in why it was that dad would wake
up sereaming and so, T spent the better part of my life
studving the war to better understand nol only his
experiences. but what it was that shaped the man who
raised me.

What I plan to do is study the ways in which the
memaory of the war has changed throughout the years. |
intend to oather information from news stories,
popular enteriainment inclading memoirs, novels,
movies and felevision, aopd from the participants
themselves. It is the latter to which | address my
refquest T von.

Post-World War 11 survey information T need
includes name, zip code, date of birth, service
information, post war information and comments. For
asurvey form. please contact me as soon as possible.

Ralph DeCarpio
PO Box 472
Round Top, NY 12473-0472

OUR PRESIDENT AGREAT GUY

Owr president, John Dietrick, crawled with me to
feel for, and to be sure that there were no booby trap
wires an the way to the river so that the boys would not
ret canght by the Shuh mine as they advanecd.

John Dietrick was a greal [riend to have and be
trusted during the war,

Curtis Delahoussaye

= CONTINUED O PAGE 15

NOTICE
Deadline Tor the May issue of the Slood and Fire is
an or before April 1, 2008,

NOTICE

It is mo longer necessary for Life Members to

pay a surcharge of five dollars annually. That
policy was in effect for one year, and that year
ended in 2004,
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REPORTING
HUSBAND'S DEATH

| am writing this note to let the Blood and Fire
{staff) know that Alfred P. Ciullo of 90 Crane Street,
Fall River, Mass, passed away January 20, 1008. He
was with Company C 153,
He was a very good man and wonderful hushand:
he will be missed a preat deal. We were married 57
vears and I have alotof good memories.
He was very proud of serving in the 115, Army and
woruld talk about if guite often fo me.
Catherine Ciullo

INFORMATION YOU
MIGHT NOT HAVE

Mav 1 offer one bit of information and that is to
properly identify the Combat Engineer Battalion and
the Medical Battalion?

The Combat Engineer Battalion's nnmber was 263
and the Medical Battalion's number was 363, Each

We need new addresses for the following people. Listed
below are the last known addresses faken from the
returned November ivsues of the Blood and Fire, If you
can help, please call, write or email the
SECTELry reusurer.

Alan Beck- Associate Life member #1861 257 Park
Place Way, Alabaster, AL 35007,
Clarence P. Eddy, Jr. - [ 254 - Life member #1295,
R#1, Box 279, New Port, PH 45768,
James E. Hug — I 255 — Life member #904; 1400
Wildwood Avenue, Blue Springs, MO 64015,
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battalion had four compaoies; A, B, O, and
Headguarters.
T am grateful for reeciving the Blood and Fire - it
has never been better!!
Ivan *sonny™ Charitan

LIFE MEMBER
RECENTLY PASSES

[ am writing to let you know that my hushand,
Robert Le Marbe passed away Janoary 20, 2008, He
was a very proud member of the 63" Division, C
Company 253,

Alzo | am wondering what I need to do fo confinue
to receive the Blood and Fire? My children and
grandchildren wonld read the magazine with Robert
and we would like to continue receiving if.

We were married 34 years and althongh Hobert
was in alot of pain the last couple of vears, he was a very
proud disabled WW IT veteran and will be missed by
all.

Lucille La Marbe

Mauriee D). Kahoe — F 253 - Life member #1109;
S018 5o hMain St ¥ L6, Cedar Falls, LA SIS,

Willard T. MeGuire — TA 822 — Life member 776;
1200 Ponderosa Street, Silver Cily, MM 38061,

Phyllis Nugent — Assoclate member; 721 Albany
Road, Lexingron, KY 40502, Hushand, Charles T.
Nupgent ~ B 863 — Life member 578, died December 5,
1989,

Joseph Panicucel -~ G 2584 - Life member #1743
11626 M. 107" Avenue, Sun City, A7 B5351.

Benjamin A. “Pat™ Patrozzio — HO} 63 - Life
member #431; 19847 N 91" Lane, Peoria, AX. 85382,

New Members

Carl N. McCarron has hecome an associate
member of the 63 Infantry Division Association. His
father was Hazen A. MeCarron - MED 363, He and his
wife, Wanda live at 7500 Whitewood Drive, Ft. Worth,
TX T6137-1442,

Jan C. Mennig is a new member from the USAR in

COMNTINLUED (3N Pall Th



26

February 2008

Molly Dey, Director of Operations,
announces new registration policy for members

Armed Forces Rewnion Planners is pleased to
announce that beginning in 2008 your members will be
able to register for your reunion online and pav by
credit card! We actually had the seftware created from
scratch and thus have complete ownership of onr
online registration format. When members register
they will be giving us information directly, instead of
through a third party provider (as with moast other
planners).

This ensures that AFR (Armed Forces Reunion)
will maintain (he highest integrity with data and the
ahility to customize the registration site to the needs of
each group. We will accept Master Card, VISA, and
Discover cards. We will be unable to accept credit card
payment over the phone or via the postal service,
Members, however, will be able to pay for activities on-
site with a credit card if an AFR full-time employee is
present at the reumion,,

Your Event Planner will provide yvou with the
specilic web address for vour group, and will alse place
this information on the reunion registration form and
reanion program. Aside from allowing online

New members ...
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California, He and his wife, Mary live at PO Box
1205, Mariposa, CA 95338-1205,

KEobhert (0, Wederath, I} and K 255, lives at 3050
W. Franklin Terrace, Franklin, WI 53131, Hix
daughter, Jacky Powell, sent his dues and said he was
planning to attend the August reunion in Indianapolis.

World War II Book
Project

Associate Member Ed Phillips is requoesting
volunteers for inlerviews, which are needed for his
honk project, The project has been underway since late
1949% and is focused on American invelvement in the
second World War starting with the Japanese attack
on the facilities at Pearl Harbor and ending with V.I-
Day.

The book will chronicle the effort of the individual
servicemen in both combat and support roles lHking
such action to the overall succoess of the war effort.
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registration, this is an entirely new registration

system for AFR. Forms received via the mail will he
entered into the same database as online registrations.
This will allow rewmnion chairmen to access live
registration reports al any time. Groups will be given
their own website links. '

AFR has alwavs strived to provide the best pricing
in the industry and we do not inflate activity prices. We
have not accepted credit cards in the past because we
did not want to increase costs to evervone in order Lo
cover the expense of credit card usage by a few, In
order to cover these user fee expenses we will therefore
be charging a modest “convenience fee™ of 56 per
registration form for those who register online, This fee
will ONLY apply to online registratinns. Subsequent
changes to an existing onling registration will not be
charged this fee. This is a one-time transaction lee, nod
a per person fee,

Should you have any guestions regarding this new
service, please don't hesitate to call 1-800-362-7226 (or
email ot mollydeyiwafri.com).

By
e NﬂTICE
H&ﬁsec mmmﬂfht reusion commitice
F:@ E’,{ﬂﬂmg an ad for the Souvenir Book.
: Wﬁ&*ﬂﬂ Ad BI:H:IIE Reservation Form in
_ Eﬂﬂnﬁ! of thmﬂkmidgd‘ Fire for you tﬂ..

Iliﬁsagm .i-s&mﬁaﬁun el their very ﬂrsl";
rgnnim!c Whut’ I:rectter reauun waulﬂ *_mn :

hﬁnnﬂhgihnsc Etill Hﬂng., 5 memnﬂa! o
those who have passed away andfor a
happy  tribute to ynur ﬁ'i:nr]ﬁ in th[-,-
- Association?

We have received several mﬂﬁngeﬂ
already and we expeet many more to come
vii snail mail in the next few weeks. Will
you help?
~ Our goal is to make the 2008 Ad Book
the largest in size than it has ever been and
in arder for this to happen, your help ‘is

\needed! .
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World War 11 project ...
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The individual stories will be fold in a manner that
maintains focus on historical accuracy, chronology and
the eblb and Mow of battle in the different theaters of
nperations.

Given his eousin's membership in the 2557, Ed is
especially interested in telling the story of the 637
Division,

If vou wish to volunteer for this project please feel
free to contact Ed as follows: Edward Phillips, 713
Little Tall Way, Yvake borest, NC 27587, Telephone is
U19-426-5254 (cell) and 919-562-1945 (home) and ihe
email address is ephillips3ichotmail.com or  at
edward, phillips @ embarg.com.

World War Two
in rural
America

By Harold €3 Nell

We did not bother with food rationing stamps
because each house and farm had a garden, poultry
and some had hogs or dairy cows. At fimes there were
shortages of coffee, tea, sugar and pepper. Spare parts
for farm machinery and cars were hard to get, along
with pas rationing.

Some Fertilizers became scarce along with fires,
City folls had food stamps, meatless Tuesdays, meai,
butter and other fonds rationed. Some people saved
their gas and drove sivty miles from the city to our area
to buy pouliry. bacon, dairy cattle beef, corn and some
vegetables.

An undertaker used his hearse to visit farms where
he bought old or sick eows that were cut up and pot in
the coffin for the trip back to the city. Police usually
stopped traffic and waved the hearse on. The meat was
stored along with “customers™ until it was sold to local
butchers. Someone talked and the hearse made no
mie frips.

The two local Boy Scouwl Troops bad regular
collections of lard for explosives, paper and scrap iron.
They went door to door at farmhouses with a hand
pulled trailer. During the night local graveyards lost
their cast iron fences and small bridges lost their
guardrails toscrap hunters,

A housewife gqualified for fond stamps because she
had no garden, poultry or a store of canneid foods, A few
weeks later she had a Kitchen fire and the cellar was
Nooded. Yhen the Fire Department pumped out the
water they found the cellar lined with shelves stocked
with canned goods. She not only lost her fond stamps,
bt the opening of a can became an adventure — the
water had washed oft most of the labels on the cans and
on the shelves!

During my one and only leave from the Army
hefore going overseas, [ helped sort mail as usual, sinee
my mather was the Postmaster. The weather was cold
and I put a sack of mail containing small packages and
letters by a radiator. The small packages contained
illegal butter shipments that melted and soaked the
letters. Two other parcels oored hlood and they were
illegal meat shipments. The family cat did not like the
odor of old cow meat so a Farm dog down the rosd —whoe
could digest anything - had another treat!

Church groups and social clubs made wool scarves,
mittens, and care packages for the troops. During the
Batile of the Bulge it was very cold, so 1 wrote hone
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Preservation
of WW II
military items

In addition to preserving veteran's stories for his
book, Associate Member Phillips also  preserves
military items lrom the Second World War, including
.8, and foreign uniforms (combat and dress)
equipment. web-gear, headgear, footwear, palches and
helmets, occupation money and the like,

If vou are interested in helping Ed with this effort if
will be greatly appreciated. All items donated are
retained for the purpose of sharing the history of the
war with the public on patriotic holidays and with lecal
school children during lectures on the history of the
W

Ed will cover expenses to package and ship any
donated items, Please let him Know il you have any
items vou wish to donate or sell. You may contact Ed as
follows: Edward Phillips, 713 Little Tall YWay, Wake
Forest, NC 27587, Cell phone is 919-426-5254; home
phone is P1U-562-1045,

Email will reach him at ephillips3i@hotmail, com or
al edward. phillipsiembarg.com
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Twin Towers ... August 2000

B,

Svbil Nails, widow of Buren Nails = B 86 1- cent thiv ploto faken of the twin towers in New York in August before they
were destroyed on September 11, 2000,

After
the
capture ...

This picture was taken on April 2, 19435, one day after the
caprure of Heidelbere and crossing the Neckar River.,

Submitted by Ralph Smith = Hg Company, 2nd Ba,
255,




February 2008 4

Anniversaries celebrated

Joseph T. Scales, HO)
"6, and Louree celchrated
their 65'" wedding
anniversary on November 2
with a family reunion. The
couple met in Fort Sumner.
They have five children,
N counting spouses, Josephine
1 and Leon Towell; Lenorn
Scales: Cecil and Duida
Scales; eight grandchildren:
eighteen great-
grandchildren and cight
greal=great=prandchildren.

Mr. and Mrs, Joseph Scales married 63 pears.

Couples celebrate 60 years of marriage
in 2007

Dolores and Bill Davis - G 254 - celebrated their 60th wedding
Charles C. Rudibaugh Jr. -5V 233 -and  gnniversary on June 6, 2007,
Helen celebrated their 6th wedding
anniversary on October 18, 2007,
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Enjoy
tour of
Indian

Village

Totem Pole ot the Tndian Village
wihere rewnion affendees visited
during the Tacoma rewnion. The
fotem pode 5 the barge steictore in
the center af the picture!! Featured
with the pole, left, Hurold LaCosse,
F 254y John Downs, P 254 and
Vince Liguori, I 253

This picture was also in the Movember issue of
the Blood and Fire, and was submitted by John
Crramolini.

Thomas Clunt has identified Ralph Lane as
being the first man in the row of kneeling soldiers
and directly belind him is Ferd Meuller.
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Cherry Festival highlights
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Michigan, July 20407,

on his shirt.

William Marcus, left,
with Lourcne and Flmer
Bellor at the Cherry
Festival in Traverse City,
Michizan in July 2007,

Both men were in the
1551 Regiment and moet
in Washington, INC. when
they dedicated the WW 1
Monument.
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Sailed overseas on the SS Saturnia

I left the United States on November 24, 1944;
received my Rattlefield Commission on January 18,
1945 and was assigned (o the 313" Infantry of the 79"
Dvivision at the same time,

My first experience aboard a large Ocean Liner
wis when I was sent overseas during World War [1 At
the time 1 was ordered to Camp Shanks, NY for my
Port of Embarkation, and was put aboeard the 88
Saturnia, an [talian luxury liner.

This was a large ship, 600-feet long and LMk-feet
across the center. As we eased oul of New York harbor,
we found that we were headed east. That mcant
Europe. The Saturnia was the largest ship in the convov
of twelve, all loaded with combat troops. The sight of
the Atlantic Deean was awe inspiring Lo sav the least,
Especially for a country boy from Nicholas Run. Tt
being a cool fall day, I spent as much time as [ could on
deck to take in the sighits.

Itwas to fake seven days to reach southern Franee.
Along with us were six British Corvettes for protection.
During the day thev stayed a far distance from our
convoy but at night they eame in close. The Corvettes
had depth charges aboard and would deop them in case
of Crerman U Boats {(Submarines), Az the Statwe of
Liberty disappeared from our sight I more and more
realized that I was leaving my home in America,
withoul any knowledge of when [ might return, if ever
This leaves a very empty feeling in vour mind.
Thoughts of home and family come to the realization
that voun may never see them again.

As the trip continued there was much to do aond
your mind was occupied with the job at hand. 1 had a
platoon of men fo think about and take care of. The
table of organization called for at least a Second
Lieutenant or better (o take charge of the
communmnications for the Infantry Battalion, This had
not heen filled so T as a Staff Sergeant was in full charge.
I'liked my job and had a good compliment of men to
take care of the job at hand. They had been well rained
and were ready to go. | liked every one of them and 1
believed they trusted and liked me.

The Atlantic Ocean is 4 beautiful work of nature.
Some times it would be as calm as o soall pond, then it
could get as rough and dangerous as the worst wild
animal, putting the fear of God in yvour heart! A pretty
sight is to see the moon rise up out of the water in the
evening and just as exciting is the sun rising in the
morning. OF course the setting of each was just as
beautiful. The world is a wonderful work by God. 1
can't understand why there are so many wars, It seems

by Lyle Atviiad - Y 254

that men could get along with each other and enjoy
God's creations. Life could be so happy and good!
However, there was a world war going on and we were
on pur wiky 1o do our part to help and to stap it

Army units wsnally have a chaplain and ours had a
Jewish Rabbi. This is quite unusual because there are
more Cathelies than any other denomination in the
service.

Because of this the Rabhi was amiss as to what to do
regarding religious services for those not of his faith.
He camie to me one day and asked what could be done
and wondered if I wouald help. Not heing a man of the
cloth my first thought was to have the men say the
rosary. Phat is what Ddid and it worked, The Eabbi was
a very good person and was liked by all. I have thought
of him many times and wondered where he went and to
what area.

Afrer the war was over | was in a hilleting office in
Berlin waiting to be sssigned a room when a man
entered the office and T knew in a minute he was a
chaplain. At that moment he recognized me and even
remembered my name. He was that same Jewish Bahhi
that was the chaplain aboard the ship on our wayv to
Europe! Small world. I wish I knew what happened to
him.

Our trip was quite uneventful as far as any enemy
action. As we approached the continent of Europe we
entered the straight of Gilbralter. Tt is Fairly narrow so
the ships lined up and were readv to go throngh one at a
time, This was done under the cover of darkness. As we
went through the Straight of Gilbealter, we noticed that
Algiers, a city in Algeria, Northern Africa, had all of its
city Tights on. Of course they were not at war with
anyone, However. it was as strange sight as most of the
world was in darkness.

Tt was u clear night and the Rock of Gilhralter was
viery visible: Tt is a large land mark and a sioht that is
nat easy to forget, We entered the Mediterranean Sea
and turned north toward the coast of France, 1t is o toff
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Need to replace your DD 214?

A website has been established to provide veterans
information on how to replace lost, destroved, or never-
issued 1YY 21475,

The website is:

www.members.aol.eomforvets/'dd 2 14 hitm,
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Sailed overseas ...

very large body of water hut as calm and blue as a
lake. We were between Italy on the east and Spain on
the west, A very beaulilul experiencel As we entered the
harbor of Marseilles, France there were large ships on
their sides. They had been caught in dock and were
bombed and sunk. When we docked we unloaded
immediately and began moving inland and north.
When we were inland enough we stopped and made
camp. The next move was to send men hack and gef our
equipment off the ships and bring every thing to where
the troops were. With this having been done, the next
morning we moved along the boarder of France and
Ttaly. It was winter and it began to get cold,

Every night at preciscly 10 PM,, the Germans
would send a plane over and it would go down the coast
of France. Supposedly it went all the way down to the
coast of Africa. At least it seemed to be pone long
enough to make that flight. Then it would return and go
back to CGermany. | suppose it would return To
Framklort or Berlin, It was a little annoving at first;
then we realized it was a reconnaissance plane and
prohably would not do any harm except gain
information.

We began moving East along the Southern border
of France. As we approached the Vosges Mountains,
winter really began to set in. Snow was about two feet
deep. We were the 637 Infantry Division and we moved
along side of the 3™ Infantry Division on our right lank
and the Morracan French Division on our left. On the
right of the 3" Division was the 1° Infantry Division,
which bordered Switzerland. We were all moving
toward the Rhine River. The mountains were covered
with large trecs and at the high points of many
mountains there would be a castle at the very top. What
a view from thal vantage point! The Artillery
positioned themselves on as much of a high spot as
possibie and of course the Germans did the same thing.
So much of their time was spent firing hack and forth at
each other, Wir is crazy sometimes!

But pot for long. We went on line and began the
rigors of war. My job was to see to it that
communications between our Infantry Companics and
pthers in our Battalion were connected. We did this by
laying telephone lines between the Command Post and
each company. The lines were conmecied to a
switchhoard at Headguarters Company and it was
manned 24 hours a day. We also maintained radio
contact with the Company Commanders and Battalion
and Regiment and so on. 1t was a very good connection
with all the Commanders and it worked very well. The
men had been trained well and all did a good job. ¥ve
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also maintained a message center where we could
decode all messapes that eamie from the enemy. Al
messages were in code and had to he changed to plain
Message,

These messages came in as morse code and were in
five digits all jumbled up and through a decoding
devise, were put in sentence form and readable. We
moved forward through the mountains to the edge of
the Bhine River. Tt was still very cold and the patrols
from the German side wouold walk across the river al
night. The Americans sct up giant searchlights and
directed them to the clomds, the lights would then
reflect onto the ground, making artificial moonlight.
That made it tougher for the patrols (o come across.

It was while we were in Colmar that T was ordered
to the rear to receive a Battlefield Commission to
Second Liewtenant, Quite a reward for me, and one
that T was to cherish the rest of my life. To me, it was a
great honor. The great change was that T would not go
back to my troops and the 63 Division, 1 was assigned
to the 79" Infantry Division and back on line a little
father north. Something different for me was being
assigned to a Heavy Weapons Company, 81 MM
Mortars, The first night there, 1 talked to the men so
they would know who was giving them orders and
directing their mortar fire. They were a good group
and very knowledgeable about their duties.

We got along well and gave the Germans hell with
those 81 mm Mortars!

World War 2
in America ...

- DO TINUEDR FROM PALE 27
asking for mitrens and a scarf. They arrived the
following June! I did not wait. but traded my finger
gloves and some cigarettes to a German prisoner for his
Tur lined mittens and fur vest. He then told me he would
see the U.5.A, before I did hecause he was to be shipped
across the Atlantic!

Notice
Please support the reunion committee by sending
an ad for the Souvenir Book. There is an Ad Book
Reservation Form in this issue of the Blood and

Fire for you to use and the address of Donna
LaCosse.
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A Striking Comparison of Colmar, France

By Bob Capasso, I&R 254th

The battles of Colmar. France hy the 254th
Regiment while it was attached to the 3rd Infantry
I¥ivision in January 1945 and the City of Colmar todav
= is sct forth in the following:

Two reports — “Presidential Unit Cltation
Heceived, Colmar, France” and the “French Croix de
Guerre with Palm™ were taken in its entirety from the
a3drd Division website 63rd Enf Div, Com,

The newspaper report “the City of Colmar,
France Today™ was submitted by Robert G, Me Court
of the I&R 254th wha is the transportation coordinator
of the Massachusetts Committee.

I54th Infantry Regiment — Page 10

Presidential Unit Citations Received
Colmar, France
b

G
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By direction of the President of the United States
of America, the Presidential Unit Citation is awarded to
the Jrd Infantry Division with the following attached
units: 254th Infantry Regiment. 63rd Infantry
Division. Fighting incessanthy, from 22 Jan to 6 Feb
1945, in heavy snow storms, through enemy infested
marshes and woods and over a flat plain crisserossed
by numerosus small canals, irrigation ditches, and
unfordable streams, terrain ideally swited to the
defense, breached the German defense wall on the
northern perimeter of the Colmar bridgehead and
drove forward te iselale Colmar from the Rhine.
Crossing the Fecht River from Guemar, Alsace, by
stealth during the late hours of darkness of 22 January,
the aszanlt elements fought their way forward against
mounting resistance. Reaching the [ River, a bridgee
was thrown across, bul collapsed before armor could
pass io the support of twoe battalions of the 30ih
Infantry on the far side. Isolated and attached by a full
German Panzer brigade, swinwmbered and
outgunned, these valiant troops were forved back, yard
by vard. Wave afler wave of armor and infantry was

hurdled against them but despite hopeless ndds
the regiment held tenaciously to the bridgehead.
Driving forward in knee<deep snow, which masked
acres of densely sown mines, the 3rd Infantry Division
fought from house (o house and street to sireet in the
fortress towns of the Alsatian Plain. Under Turious
concentrations of supporting fire, assault troops
crossed the Colmar Canal in robber hoats during the
night of 29 January, Driving relentlessly forward, six
towns were caplured within 8 hours, 50 casualties
were inflicted on the encmy during the day, and large
quantities of ooty seized.

Slashing through to the Rhine-Rhone Canal, the
garrison at Colmar was cut off and the fall of the city
assured, Shifting the direction of attack, the division
moved south between the Rhine-Rhone Canal and the
Rhine toward Neuf Brisach and the Brisach Bridge.
Synchronizing the attacks, the bridge was seized and
Neuf Brisach captured by crossing the protecting moat
and scaling the medieval walls by ladder. In one of the
hardest fought and bloodiest campaigns of the war, the
Ard Infantry Division annihilated three ememy
divisions, partially destroved three otheérs and
captured over 4000 prisoners and inflicied more than
7500 casualties on the enemy.

254th Infantry Regiment— Page 13

French Croix de Guerre with Palm

254k Tnfaniry Regiment awvarded Fremck Croix
de Guerre, 41 years after battles took pluce.

Headguariers Department of the Army General
Dirders 43, 1950 awarded the French Croix de Guerre
with Palm to the 3rd Infantry Division and attached
units. T'he citation read as follows:

ARDINFANTREY IMYISTON

154th Infaniry Hegiment attached

FRENCH CROIX DE GUERRE WITH PALM,
awarded under Decision No. 508, 15 March 1945, by
the President of the Provisional Government of the
French Republic, with the following citation:

<CONTINUED ON FAGE 35
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A Striking Comparison a 8 @ = CONTIND ER FROM PAGIE 34

Amn elite Division which has remained faithiul to
the traditions of courage and sacrifice which it had
already made during the last war, when it won the
nickname “Rock of the Marne™. Under the vigorons
impetus of an cnergelic chief and skilled maneuverer,
General 0'Daniel, it fought without interruption for
169 days, from the Mediterranean heaches to the banks
of the Rhine, Placed under the command of the
Commanding General of the st French Army, for the
operations of the Alsace pocket, it contributed greatly,
by the power of its repeated attacks, to the victorious
battle of Colmar, During the nights of January 23 to 24
January 1945, it succeeded in crossing, by surprise, the
Fecht and I rivers and in taking the first enemy
position, in spite of a violent snowstorm and a field of
action sown with the ohstacles. Allowing the adversary
no respite and pushing its action harder and harder, it
crossed the Colmar Canal in order to circle and
congquer by sheer fighting, the city of Neul-Brisach,
thereby cutting one of the two remaining routes of
retreat left to the German troops still defending the
Colmar region. It captlured during these actions, more
than 4000 prisoners. thus concluding brilliantly the
series of glorious operations which toeok place from the
Mediterranean to the Rhine,

{In 1986, the Department of The Army General
Order 45 amended the 1950 order to add the 254th
Infantry Regiment as an attached unit for the period 28
December 1944 to & February 1945, thus making the
men of the 254th recipients of The French Croix de
Guerre with Palm_}

As Alsace is known for foie gras,
visitors can expect top restauranis to
feature the dish as an appetizer.

Do visit Colmar, but don’t rush
through this Alsatian gem

By Felicity Long

evotees of the Alsace region of France
know that Colmar is one of ifs most

heautiful cittes, and, as such, deserves

more than a rushed visit, But thanks to Colmar's
proximity to Strasbourg (50 miles separates the two
cities), it is an appealing side trip for these with even
justa day tosparc,

With this in mind, | recently visited the city for a
day, filled with great expectations. After all, Colmar’s
reputation is such that to miss it during a trip to Alsace
is akin to a first-time visitor to Taris passing up the
Eiffel Tower.

From first glance, the town, with its Hansel-and-
Gretel architecture, cobblestone streels and colorful
tile roofs, did not disappoint. Photo apportunitics were
abundant. including picturesque squares; a
surprisingly large pedestrian zone surrounded by
medieval and Renaissance buildings: and fower-
covered, tiny bridges over a network of mirror-like
canals,

Considering that Colmar is in Alsace, a region
that has changed hands many times, often violently,
hetween Franee and Germany, the city is remarkably
well preserved. That’s despite having seen action in
both world wars.

Back in time

I'he £Hd Town, or La Vieielle Yille, is the place to
start any serivus exploration of Colmar, ¥isitors can
s the sights just by wandering this section of the city,
but if von have time to sec one historical building, the
one to choose has to be le Maison des Tetes on Rue des
Tetes, u century home that, as its name implies, is
decorgted with more than 100 statwes of heads, It now
serves as i hoiel.

Nexat door is the premier art venue in the eity, the
Unterlinden Musenm, situated in 8 Dominican convent
that dates back to the 13th cemtury. The convent was a
hothed of Rhine mysticism in the Middle Ages, During
the French Revolution, its nuns fled and the building
fell into ruin for a century and a half,

The Unterlinden was saved in the mid-1%th
century by local scholar Louis Hugot and has been in
operation as a museum since 1953, While there is a nice
selection of decorative arts and sculptures in the
museum, those pressed for time should head directly to
the Isenheim Altarpiece, an eerie Toth century work by
painter Mathias Grunewald and scolptor Nicolas de
Haguenau. The multipaneled picce depicts the
crucilixion of Jesus Christ in grim detail when closed
and his resurrection in bright colors when open.

To preserve the work and Keep people from
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A striking comparison . . . oo

opening and closing the panels, the panels are
exhibited separately for easier viewing.

Another top attraction in the city is the Bartholdi
Museum in the birthplace of favorite son Auguste
Bartholdi, famous for creating the Statoe of Liberty,
The museum exhibits statues, busts and sriginal
models of the artist’s works.,

Another well-known Barvtholdi work, a statue of
a young bov, graces the Schwendi Fountain in
Colmar’s Old Town.

Dining in Colmar

Like any Alsatian city worth its salt, Colmar
takes euisine seriously, and I made time during my stay
to pay homage to the regional fare.

As Alsace is known for foie gras, you can expeect
top restaurants to featnre the dish as an appetizer.

In Alsace, there is a German influence in cooking
and in the names of dishes. A local specially is
baeckeoffe, a hearly meat-and-potato stew.
Kougelhopl is a cake made with raisins, almaonds and
cherry brandy.

I dined al Le Rendez-Youx de Chasse, a one-
Michelin-star restaurant in the Best Western Grand
Hotel Bristol across from the rail station.

Sure enough, my appetizer was foie gras served
with apricot chutney, but 1 could also have tried the
venison starter with celery and walnut salad or frog
and wild mushroom ravisli.

Main course choices included lobster ravioli,
pheasant with braised cabbage or a rack of lamb with a
tomato tart.

For dessert 1 had the rhuharh confit with orange
rest and mascarpone with strawberry sorbet, but 1
could also have chosen creme brulee or fresh figs
stuffed with pistachio cream,

Because Alsace is serions wine country, all this
bounty was accompanicd by regional wines, in my case
a Pinot Grris Grand Cru Hatschbourg 2003 and a Pinot
Moir Roupge d’Alsace C. Lorentz' Berghetim 2003,

Fand lovers who want to buy local products will
find shops in Colmar designed for just thatl purpose,
including foie gras at La Ferme on Hue dex Tetes and
Munster and farmer cheeses at La Fromagerie Saint-
Nicolas on Rue Saint-Nicholas.

But given ifs leeation on the Alsace Wine Boute,
the shops catering to eenophiles abound, including Au
Coeur du Vienx Colmar on Rue Schwendi, Maison
Muartin Jund on Rue de I'Ange and Vins et Cremants
d* Alsace on Rue du Stauflen.

¥Yisitors to the wine shops, known in France as
caveanx, can taste various vintages and purchase
hottles packaged for travel.

Anyone visiting Colmar who can stay overnight
should make every effort to do so, as the architectural
treasures of the city are illuminated af night.

Even better, plan a stay during the Colmar
International Music Festival, which takes place in July
and draws international musicians for several days of
performances.

In winter, the top event is the Christmas Market
from the end of November to Dec, 31, featuring music,
dining and an open-air ice skating rink.

For more on teurism in Colimar, visil www.of-
colmar.dr. or www.inurisme-alsace, com.
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History is interesting sub]ect

Hiztory is such an imteresting subject! 1 was
commissioned asa 27 LL on Febroary 27, 1945; almost
simultaneous, before T was discharged as a Stafl
Sergeant, However, the date is February 13, 1945,

In August of 1945, 1 was in the hospital at Bad
Mergantheim, Germany to have a piece of metal
removied from my cheek, a souvenie of woonds received
in Mock Muhl, Germany on April 5, 1945.

At the hospital I was offered a Purple Heart. but |
declined, saying T had recelved one when I got the
original wound in April. “Well, vou can have another.™
I declined. The hasis of this long tirade, 1 contacted
Fred Clinton asking him o follow up on the hospital
record regarding this incident. The reply was - T was
there for Trench Food?!

From our landing at Marseillaise on December 8,
1944 until the end of the war on May 8, 1945, there were
five, mavbe six, Battle Field Commissions in K
Company 3" Bn,, 253 Regiment, 63" Division. There
was one where the man left K Company? [ was
commissioned on Febroary 17, 1945 and there were
three athers after that. I mention in that myself and the
other three remained with the company.

[his secms unusual, How many others were there
in the Diviston? Wonder what the percentage might be
for the many Divisions that were on the Continent at
that time?

While we landed on May 8, we were recognized asa
Division in Fehruarv (I think). The 3" BN or 253
attached to the 44" Division and the 254 {o the 45" ar
36", The 100" Division in there somewhere,

Regarding History, In the November issue of the
Bloed and Fire, Harokl (FMeill mentioned that
General Patton was the originator of the non-
fratermization order. That issee was more compound
than that, it probably oviginated in the States and the
origin went back hefore the landing on the continent,

Ope consideration that was proposed
(eonsidered?) about Germany for the period affer the
war was to make them an Agricabiural nation. I scem o
recall this reportedly came from the Secretary of War
Woodring. With Mr. O"Neill. I apreed — it was an
unworkable plan that was doomed to failuore.

In our Division we had a Major who was on the
Court Marshal Board and his one verdict, regardless,
was 20 vears; and let someone up above review,

One sueh incident, our Platoon was hilleted in a
Post Office in this small Village and about 200 feet from
the Tauber River. The voung Frauleins, well aware of

by Sames N Mawldin - K 253

the non-frat rule, would gather on the banlk, on our
side of the river, disrobe and put on a bathing swit. L
wits May, the birds were singing, the flowers were
blooming and the hormones were raging. .. guess,

Omne day. the above mentioned Major came to our
Platoon to inspect. Dovm! We walked around the Post
OfMice and the rail cars loaded with ammo we were
suarding, and then he spotted the girls in the river. 1
inwardly wept. Here this poor devil had gone through
e war withowt being serionsly wounded or Killed, and
was now facing 20 vears of hard labor!

The Major said: “Soldicr, come up here. "Teh
YVerstehe Micht, Verstehen Side English? Neil! Women
Side Her)'

The guy stood up and I thought oh dear God he will
have nn Khaki shorts! Thank the gond Lord he had on
civilian bathing trunks! To this day T do not Know
where e gol (hem!

As we walked sway the Major said to me, “He sure
Inoks familiar. Are vou sure vou don't know him?" 1
answered, “Major, 1 have never seen this guy in my
lifie.” I never doubted that the good Lord forgayve me for
that lic.

We had a Captain in Company K who was
wiunded the same day T was - more seriously and now
deceased, onece remarked to me after we had observed
some incidences: “There are three things vou can do
with the American G, you can look at him: you can
laugh at him; and you can ery.”

When I ook at that kast sentence | feel like doing
the same,

I will be 88 years old on my birthday and T feel very
fortunate, I am most times reduced to: Pray for Peace —
Keep the Faith — and drink scolch whiskey!

Misunderstanding?

Hitler and Goering were riding in a limo throngh
farm country when the car hit and killed a pig. Hitler
told Goering to go fo the farmhouse and offer to pay for
the pig.

Goering returned five minutes later with a puzzled
look and carrving two large sausages and four hottles
of beer.

Hitler said, “Tell me exactly what vou said.”

Coering replicd, °T told the farmer, Heil Hitler, the
pig is dead.™
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replacement in 254th Regiment, Company C

Visit Website to
find detailed history of
63rd Infantry Division

Visit the 63" Infantry Division Web Site page at
btz www.bdrdinfdivieom to find a detailed history of
the 637 Infantry Division. Included is a listing of unit
awards, descriptions of battles, s listing of battle and
non-battle deaths, descriptions and views of all 63"
Imfantry Division memorials.

There are also over L0 pictures of the men in

1 joined the 254" Regiment, Company C on April 1,
1945, as a replacement. We were pulled off the front
lines about April 29. Toward the end of May 1 was sent
to the 100" Infantry Division, because 1 did not have
enough poinis to be sent home,

VWhen the war was over in September 1945, [ was
gent to Headguarters Company, SHAEF, in Frankfort,
ermany as a file clerk, Within three months, 1 was
chief file clerk.

We were given an opportunity to go to Switzerland
for a week. My visit was in Lucerse, Switzerland.

In April | had enough points to be shipped home
and was discharged in May 1946, The Caplain of our
company at SHAEF said he would make me a Master
S ifT would stay in. [ declined!

Harvey 8, Miller = U 254 — taken November 1945 while on
Teave in Switzerfand.

n i
fop &

traiming, in combat, and on occupation duaty.

You will find a list of all memorabilis items for sale,
information about reunions, and inguiries from
members and relatives searching for information about
members or buddies, plus an alphabetical Listing by
unit of all 63" Infantry Division Association members, 2
listimg of related web sites and other information of
interest to veterans,

Webmaster Fred Clinton, D 254, is secking photos
and memaorabilia images to be included on the web site,

Send photos by email to joyelint@ comeastnet or by
regular mail to Fred Clinton, 102 8, Jenkinsg Street,
Alexandria, VA 22304, Fred's phone number is 703-
T51-7548.

Allitems will e refurned when processing has been
completed.
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STAMPS FOR VETERANS
Tear off 21l stamps - ves, the cancelled ones from emvelopes,
etc, and save them inabag.
When you have a pouch of postage, mail it toc “Stamps for
Veterans™ send to:

before you move: wlutjll:lur new

SO. ARIZONA VAHEALTH
address will be. Be sure to supply CARE SYSTEM VETERANS
El;‘;';]: x‘m‘; maﬁ&fm MATIONAL STAMEP & COIN CLLUE 8C 4135
niot b delmrt;i F:rj-',illﬁf'ﬂst ﬁﬂit‘-': and s So6thAve, Tuscon, AZEST23
we must pay 70¢ for ecach retumed
Riood & Fire, snd ﬁa}’EiJﬁk}mﬂﬂu -
et 60th Reunion
Please mwembm@nﬂmﬁwﬁhﬁnﬁm A“g“SI 20 ﬂ'll‘ll
when yon send out your
Clianged) Mibee ok August 25, 2008 &¥
Imporianls o e lic . . . ek
Change of Address, ete. Indianapolis, Indiana
Jqﬁﬂmm :
adiiress. zip, phone, death nofice r-——-g:"t-— ———————————————— =
e nrrd'duwumua'ﬂ'm&ﬁ:, I HELPFUI I
i) to: = e S
Dona LaCosse, RO, Box 86, i TELEPHONE I
_-Hﬂrémr.:.r IN 47963 ; NUMBERS I
k & I
Did You s % DEPT. OF VETERANS AFFATRS I
1 VA BENEFITS - 1-800-827-1000
Remember To Pay | |
ety | VA LIFE INSURANCE |
Your Dues? | 1-800-829-8477 § i
LT e e e T e -l
B B | L e S
oaT 63rd DIVISION ASSOCIATION DUES FORM

PLEASE PRINT OR USE MAILING LABEL
TO: DOMMNA LaCOSSE, P. 0. BOX 86, MOROCCO, IMN 47963

| Mame G3rd Linit - Rank
Sireel = P.C. Box Senal Mo (" SFLl
ity Slate Zip Pl — o
Wile's Name __ Phone | i E-Mail —

Annueal Dues $15.00 _]

Tell ws aboul yoursell

$30.00 2yra. ] DUE OM OR BEFORE JANUARY 1 EACH YEAR
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Enjoy some of the different sites
in Indianapolis during the 2008 Reunion

~The USS Indianapolis CA-35 National Memorial
~ The Civil War Museum

~ The Congressional Medal of Honor Memorial

~ Beef & Boards Dinner & Theatre

~ Indianapolis Zoo & White River Gardens

~ Fountain Square

~The Children’s Museum of Indianapolis

~ Conner Prairie

~ Hall of Fame Museum

~ NCAA Hall of Champions

~ White River State Park

~ Easley Winery

~ Indiana World War Memorial and Veteran’s Memorial Plaza
~ American Legion Mall

~ University Park

~ Soldiers® and Sailors® Monument

2008 Reunion to be held at
Marriott East Hotel, Indianapolis. Indiana

August 20 - August 25

PRSRET STD
NOM-PROFIT OREG,
LS POETAGE

63rd Division Association PAID

WABASH, IN
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED PERMIT M. 233
Donna LaCosse, Secretary Treasurer
Fost (MTice Box 86

Morocen, Indiana 47963

THANGE OF ADDRESS
To erewen prompl dalasry of tha: 63 Blood and Fing and
i mal, paess 2ovies Kalona! Secelany of 22y changa






