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I FROM Tl IE DESK OF THE /'RESIDENT ... 
hJ· Mar.rd, Allen 

The S9'l ReuniolJ CoounHttt~ sends grc:t1ing.s nf 
welcome to you fellow ''Ilot Shoti;, (13,.._ IUtSC 
(ARCO"!), spouses, and families. The pl:t.nn in;; 
for lhc- reunion in' l'atouut iscnmiug:dong great. 

O ur ai;,:l'nda includes a M(•morio.J Scrvic(! at tht 
Fort 1.-twis Cho.pt) anrl n ";ndsbi<'ld tour of Fort 
Lewis and McChord Air F(u·ce .Base·. f'q r a 
N<1rthwe:,;t ad,•enturt we- selected a boat trip lO 

Blake [$land for :1 Na.tlvt.Americun style feast of 
salmon \\111, entertainment f('l'llurin~ Native 
Arner ir.an Cnltore. 

For thOS<· arriving by :tk al StaTac, col.lect. you.r 
luggage :t th l p rooced lo the .. Atrium" - our new 
airpor(e-r wafting lounge. l t is located pa~t 
Ragg!1g,, Carousel J at the .south end of tl1t 

terminnl. Look for i.uforrmn iou and scbeduJt.s for 
<..:.APITAL AEROPOR1.ER for :;ro u nd 
tr:rnsportatlon to Tncomn. 

Those arriYing hy ~::ir will get an early start oo 
"·iel\ing our btnutifu l Northwest ,1s )'(IU !lrrh·e. 
'l'he attractiom, iu our :1re.a a.n: many so you may 
want to Mrh•t .url;y or stny longer. Our hotel r-att$ 
at the T9coma Shtrato,, a rt· <Wnil:tble sta.rtiul: 
Angnst3 and i:ontinuing toAu.gu.sl 14. 
Thi! Tacoma .-rea hall wc,rld class museums (Art, 

Gl~i;s, and History. ~tarltlme), Sttttc llnd National 
Parks, zoo, 0<1unrium, 2a;rdens and botanical 
con,;ervatory, SC'<·nic d ri,·es: s:tlt'Yi':Utr- bc-ache.s; 
wntcr and amusNncnt pai:ks, casinos, hoi-sc 
racing, :wd mountahls, induding an :lCti'vc 
vokn.oo. Varic)u~ fn ms.port:n ion arrnnicments 
can he made. 

To take ad,•anta~e of a )pcci:tl discount on a 
ba.scb:dl g:uui.- wit·h hotdog, chips and drink fo r 
S9.SO, C-OllhlCl Marsh Allen before July JS, by 
telep h one: 253 - 851-3843 or- e- m ail 
mallcn2321(@juno.con_a Co.- reservations. Games 
al'e'fucsdaycvcning and Wednesday :H noon. 

A quick oott about Mt. Rainier national Park, 
d ue to winter noods we ~ould n<tt he a.ssul'ed that 
all aren.s will be open to tou rists. Find updated 
r·ec:ovc•ry infoi:-w.iti o n on-line at 
btt:!/www.nps.gov/r1oril or call 360-569·2177. 
A~ you can see, there is much to jCC and enjoy by 

a ll ages in your family. We hopt you will bring 
your kids. your ~ranllkids, and even your grtill­
grandkids. The reunion conuniutt looks forward 
to giving you und yourfauiily a hl~arty welcome to 
the 59"' Reunion of tbc 63rd$ fofantry OMslon in 
August 
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NOTICEFORRVTRAVELERS 
The Shrim: Temple will lc-t RVs st:,y there. A run 

hook u() Is $10.00 per day. Dry c;unp is no cbarg (' and 
y<1u can oseth edumpSt:ltion nt no ch:lfl;C. 

Tbe Elks Club will l('t RVR stay there IJ the_y, or a 
mt:mbcr of i.btir party, an· £lk rue,_nb,cr,;. 1"hst (('(' Is 
SIS,00. 

Majestic '\fanor RV Pars charg(-s S32 per n ight and 
Gig harbor RV is S34 per nig hL 

A l'vlemo fro,n the Secretary 
Du11,1t11 L~C'o:;.sc-

As 1 ,nitc this nott . to you oni\pril 16 1 am wondc6ng 
ifwe will c\·er hiwespr"ing! Tt has been so cold here iu 
l.odiana the past three week! I ant almost rl'i1dy, but not 
ciuitc:, co move Co a new loc;:ttiou where tbcrt is 110 cold 
weather!! 
.Not realJy-1 do like the cha.ngfog of the se--..1sons (bat 

lndiaua offers, but when \\inter is over, let it he spring 
until summer arrh·c-.s! 
This i$ the• last edition of 1 ~e Bloo,I ,md J:'ire befort lhe 

reunion in Tacoma. I hopr a locof you have the timc.and 
Ilic t nt!rg:_,, to attend tbis e ~ent chnt Marsh A llen, E d 
Bundick and Floyd Exeter han planned for your 
e njoyml·nt. It wilJ be a g r~at advtufure for us ht.'t.:tuse 
we ha,•c nt\'ertr:wdtd in Chatare.t. 

Also. a reminder that dues for 2008 can be paid 
rutytime now. T hc-y are due before December 31, 2007, 
b ut if )'Ou sondyourcbeck now, I won't ban to stud you 
a "dues due'' lctTcr in Scptcmberl! { al)J gefling rather 
lazyiumyold agt!! 

l f you h:h·(• o.ot dooe so, ptcusc consider sending an ad 
for the Reunion AcJ Rook. Tba( money will help defray 
lhc costs of the r~union, and is a W:t}' fo r you to send 
grtetings fo old friends or pa}' tribute co a lo\'ed c)ne­
wbo i_s no lon~er with u5. You will find a form for 
sencllnga mes.sage in the Blood und Fir~. 

For thost' whc, u n't ma.kc it to th{' rcuuioo~ bave a 
g,·eat summer (if it evu ~lrriV'M) and keep in toutb -
your uotes. cards. c~lUS and emails mean !} lot to me; 
k~p them coming! 

RECEf\'ED T\.VO COPIES? 

If you rt(ti\'e.d two copies of this issue of the Blt>ud 
tmd Fire, please notify th<' editor as soon as possible .. 
You don't neccJ two copil's :ind we don't m:e-d the added 

ex.11eose. 
·r hank you so mnch. 

Donna Lacosse 

3 

From the editor . .. 

Tl1erc is a lot of reading nrnterfal in this issue of the 
8/uQd (l11d /lire. I hope, ::tftt.r reading thestories of ocher 
''hol, shols,"' you will br ready to S('nd me ~-our on·n 
story, 

t look forward co the muilcach :tnd c.,·<•ry day, hoping l 
will _r<'cth•e more articles for the pages of this 
publication. L ately, there has b een less ::incl less mall 
and I wonder what you a.re all doing th:tt is so time 
consuming that you c:ttn't ti.U ,:oy mail bo.i:'t 1 k now 
thrn- arc s tories out rhrre thet should be shared w ith 
other members of this associ:trion1 s1, get busy and 
\\riCe, or d ictate \Vhal you want to say so your spouse, 
son, daughter or a grandchi ld c.au s.eud it to m l·. I 'm 
m1iti ng!! 

1 aro most unhappy a bout rhe incr<:asc in 1>ostage 
coming about tht: middle of May. 'l' hot me:ins extr:1 
npcns<: fo'r rhe 111:1lling of the Bluotl at1d Fire and it als() 
means that whc:n you mo,..·e and doo ' t sud me an 
addre:n chanJ!C. it Is an added ~train on the budge t. JJe 
sure ~·ou rc-meruber me when y()u are l't ady to move, 
and send me :ln addn:s~ tbaoge whe ll you nC1tify fa mily 
members of your mO\'C. 

Please remember to notify me when y()u be:lr of tbe 
death of a member of (be 63',$ Infantry Division 
A.ssocintion. T llecd th:-i t i.ofon:nathrn for the files :tnd 
al~,, fo r1he Ce.lebration otl,ifo colum o us,-.·eU as for tbc 
,ncmorialservice held during the tscun ion c-ach ycnr. 

I certainly lu>pc- to get tbe m:tiling list completely 
torrectt'd for IMs ma.mug, but it is a thue e-onsuming 
project It SU.rt takes 11 b ig hunk out of my day and 
Wl't:'k! i;:oio.g onr addresses, finding t hose pe.oplc wbo 
are lisled twice and mn..kiOg$ure tbt new ruei»ber'- will 
rccth·e their copy of the Rlmul and Fire. 1 don't know 
how lhe mailing list got so messed u p 1,ut whtu the 
labels are not corrtu, or COl'Yer.ted toch time, the 
pubUc:.ilion doc.-s uot reach its dcstiuatiou and y()u 
··guys" are un1rnppycamptrs! ! 

Enj oy thi!i is~uc and foci free to <.:on~d mt ,V"itb :.t 

problem you miSt;ht ban:. ,lu~t hear v.1th me and bo11c­
thi_og..'> c,·cn out n.nd become smooth "'mailing'' one clny 
real soon! 

Need to replace your .DD 214? 
A web~ih~ has been established to provide , ·t1.e1'ans 

inform:ttion on how to repl:tcc lost, destroyed. or oe,·cr­
i.ssued DD 214's. 

Thc website is: 
y.y,•w. mem hcn.nol.com/forvet.s/dd 214.h t m, 
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I was a survivor TM' pk111"' brl,:,,., ,....,,, 111:.·M "f TIS,:, .f11br,:>• 
R'Jg.-.n.· 1111J Car,111;,. Hllb Hi,t1J:llwri11J 111 ;ll'fJ· 
ltJ$ In Ttti.b,i/'1,1~1.·/ii.'itlf,GrumtnJ. 

br Ted, Sg, Aubrey .If Rogr:rs,Sgr .tfajo, /st 811, 25.r~ Fnf«111ry 

-' w::is draf tl'd into the Arwy J um\ 21. 1941 - ind ucted 
a t F't. J3enjaw.in J-1:irr is(m lodfana and SNlt 10 F l. Sill 
Oklahoma for 13 \t'('Cks of basic trainin~ in F ield 
ArtilJery, aft,:r 
which I w :1\, ,---,,.,.,,..~~~---- ~ 

assi~uc·d lo an r--- • 
Artillery 
Brigade (If the 
famed Fint 
C a v al ry 
Dh-ision, which 
happcnccl to he. 
o n tra in i n g 
mnne,n •('rS in 
PickeU County 
Louisisnil . 
·Picke(t Counry 
wns a d ismal 
plan, in fested 
with snakes, 
flea~ and ticks. 
Ge n er a l 
Krui::cr was io 
(;.Offiffi:llld or 
the unit.s t11al 

I 

bad horses. and M ajor Gcncrnl Gtorge P:.\Cton was in 
command of tbe mecha11l1.c.d units. Since it was in th(• 
J:lsl part of the. maneuvers when J ar rived there, they 
pul. me with the kitthcn c.r ew for lb('. n.'sl of the 
maneuvers. Under cover of darkness. Gene.rill Kruger 
quietly nun·cd ou.r horse artUlcry unit inlo :1 position 
whe1·e we could Ore nn one of Genc·ra! l)atton's tank 
bn ft:ilions . Jus t as da,•rn was breaki ng ou r 
('Ommand ing officers tired a green flan a.nd we fired all 
the <:;1uu ons - b l auk. ammo of cour~c. 'l'hc tankers, all 
a:.leeJ) io the.lr tanks, !iudilt~nh• sc1m·fod into action b ut . . . . . 
1t \\ os f(IO l:1te. ThC')1 conld n' t slip up aod s ur prise us 
tha t way bl.'causc oftbC' ter rible noise. 1he taoks made·. 

A jeep rolled up :ind ;1 t\·faj or1 \\' tOrin~ a hlack arm 
baod s tep ped out, ~urvryed the si tuation, and was 
miking with our 8 rl~ad.:- cc,mmande r. Some of llu.•guys 
ne., r me h;td seen this major before and sa id b e. w~, s the 
chief uwpirt. Abou t tha t ti.we another joop rollcri u1l 
and Gen Patlon stepped OuL Ht wa-. livid ~ilb an,2er 
:.rnd arguing with this i)·tajor. T he Major sa id to tbt 
General~ "Xow Geor·ge, you know dam n wtll 1f those 
caonons taad been t1ring live. ammo they would have 
wiped out your 1a11ks, and r.lrnt is my rulinj." We :lll 
thought the M::ijor would bt• disc.ip lined for addrt.•ssinu • 

a Gtnc:-r:tl officer b~• his fi rst narn.:-. It turned ou( Hie 
M:ljc)r was none otht'r than l>w igbt D. fi: isL1nhower. 
wh o was almo!lt 11nknowu a t tha t time and bad bttn 
:.lssigued then• :1s chief lmpir(' of the mane11\'crs. ne 
ca rue Ole.rt from th<: Phillipines whert lie w~is :m aid to 
Gcncrnl :\kAr'thur. I was sitting on ruy Jrnn:e, a r o:m 
mount by the o:uue of King, about 30~feet from Putton 
and Eist·nhower !10.d could hcnrwhst wa-. bcin~said. It 
"a$ light enough by then th:lt I could sec that famous 
•

1Jktc" grin a.!' he '-J)Oke lO Patton. Patton s;;iill. ;.I know 
yo1,1r rulini;:, is r ight Major. b ut we lt~we g ot to get rid of 
these horses. They 110 longer ban~ n J)lncc in mod ern 
warf:tre." £lstohow~r suid, ""You rrre 1>rObahly righ1 
George, and I exptct that will h:tJ)pen soou," Little <Ud 
any of us know where (b(' war would take thnt lowlv M*• . 
As the m:toeuvers ended a.II the units Wtrt n~adicd for 
return to 111<:ir regular posts. Mine would be Ft Bliss, 
'JCxas. After breakfast we Wtrt' ass1:mb led for roU c.nll. 
when a Lieucen,1111 gave the command, "All men wh0 
know how to drive o. fruck, two p:irts fon rnrd." I 
s uppost T have :tlways bt'tn somethiu.i;: of :rn 
opportu nist, Sn I !:tepp-ed out. Wt m:re given the 
t·ommand '"left fan·. fo rward m:u-eb." Soon we 
approached a nice neat Lint of hranri new GMC 4x4 
lrueks and w·ert given theordeY, "'J•au out and take tbt• 
truc.k nearest you.'' ' l'hcn came tht comma1.1el to back 
the trucks_ out and face thell) to the left. I couldn't get 
my truck 10 revtrsl.' and 1l1is T.icutrn:1nt r:-ime, rushing 
up aa~ said, "'\Vhot':. the matter with you'! .L thou~bt 
you -.a,ri you could drh·c 11 truck." l said. " J can sir. if 
you will j ust sbo,y m(' bow to ge.t H in rc•vcrsc." Ri~ 
t'tply was, .. Ohm) God," reached in th~ cab, p nllC'd u p 
on " Httlc- fe ... ·<:r of th<: gear shift and r,u t it in reverse. 
n ffer which I bad no trouhle. As 1 had :rnt il.'ip a1ed.1 
madt t he three-day triµ to Ft Rli$S in n lati,.·t tomfort 
sitriui:;. 011 leather St".:tts \\ ith n rclicf driver. I had 
officers riding in l h C- huck on woodt,l bench sca ts. 

llttk at fi't. Blis$ I ~vas falling ont for roll c :t ll aod 
ralisthenicsuch won1iui:;. 1111d pulling K.P Duty, C.\J:trd 
Dul) •md Latri.oe Orderly. I had heen there about two 
weeks when one mnming an o rder ly came in the 
h a r r ac.k-. and said, ·'ROJ?ers, the First Se•·l!caut wanls 
yoo to rtpcni to the Orderly Room.·· When I reported, 
he t.a id, "Ro~t·rs. you r strvke record Sh;\, vo1) know 
bow to n m :l type.writer. Row good can )·o,~ ty11e'!" l 
told h im pretty ~ood, so hl' told me to sit dov.u :d that 
desk and type sometl1i11:; ror hlln. J stnscd an 
opportu nity so T typed reaJ good a.nd ocl~urate. The S~I 

- mNl'IXI. •·n 011,· PAGf,S 
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Bf'luw ,m: 11',e J(IVJt" O<vi P li'J!./ift>' )'(.rtrt loir.r: u:.~rt 

c:Caru:rrt, .\'o,tk C,uoJr,,nt"IMayJ99J. 

called the Banery ('Ommandtr in :rnd said to me. "Type 
.somelbiu" for the Captain," ,~llich I dicl. The Cupttt1n 
so.id. !·'Th:it's 
C n o u g h 
soldier. Go rn 
the barracks 
:rnd l>rin~ aU 
yr1ur gear up 
ht-re and put 
it i n that 
room. You :11rt 
the B:UtU) 
~ l cr k :.'I nd 
w i I ? b e 
promoted to 
Co rpor;al. 
Yon arc: not to 
leave l hi s 
ordel'ly ,·oom 
fo r an)' 
reuon. The 
KP ' s w i l l 
br i ng yo u r 
me:.11$ here, and you are not to fa ll 1ml for any of the 
rormations or otber duties. You sU,) ri.gllt here nnd 
answer the phone and do whnt the Sgt. tell.s yc,u lo do." 
It tu rns out the First Sgt. wa-. a little smartc,r tb:,n the 
men in the ranks, but nut mm:.h. Ifo w.-is in ckep trouble: 
with his rl':(.ords kcl'piui: aud 1be Captain wus taking 
flak from h igher htadqunrten. l_n just a short foue 1 
h:ul tMSgt out of m:nihlc :ind h~d ,t made. 
t nt\·erdjd gctthQse Corporal $tri1>e~. On Oc-ccmhtr 7, 

1941 rhe Japs bomb('(! Pe.tr) Harbor. Whcn drttfted we 
would bC: in the service for onl)' (lllt year. I knew r ight 
:t\\l'W that I wa,; in few the duratfo11! Th('l'f.• w11s a rush at 
a ll rt'cruiling offic(•.S .since war h:td hccn dcelort.d. 
Ordtr:s came from tbt Adj ut:mt Gl'ncrals OC-J>Arhnent 
in \Vnshingtou O.C. to seled 820 (administrnti~·c 
s1)ed~lists) nnd u111,,ig11 them tempu.r-.ary d uty m 
,·ecruiting oflices ueartSt thr. ir home U)\\ n. I wns sent 
back home to Muncie, Indiana and m::tnnl!d the 
rcc.rultino office in the Mundt .Post Office for thrct 
monrhs. i1ie pi1iJtmn.stcr and 1 bcc.tme good rricnd~• 
and when that duty was o"er, hi! snid t() me, -'\\'hat n.re 
you ::,oiu~ to do \;·hen y<Ju get nut of the Army?., I 
rtpUC'd. "'Well, l m ay ju.st come back and ask for a job 
hc:rc ut y(lu r Post omce:• J::(esaid . "Good. )·uu do tbat." 
l ' "ns discbarged from 1h<' Arrny October S, 1945, and 
w<•1H to wo1·k at the f\'lunde Post Office :ts: a "'\Var 
Sen·kc Temporary C lerk .. to help thc:m through the 
C hristmas rush. I foll in I0\'e wi1h the PosLal Sen •ke­
took th <' Ch/41 Stnrii:e Tl'd :mfl made a cnrcc.· of i(. My 
~tartiu(: pay was 84 cents nu hour! I mo,•ecl up thrnugh 

the r :rnks :rnd 34 yc9rs ltlter I r l't ired ns Oirei.:tor of 
Adm ioistr:1t ic,n fnr the Mnndet lndi:ina Posto.I 
Di.strict. 
After OJ.V stiut io the recruitiu~ offitt'.1 \\o' l'IS sent again 

rn FL i:rOrrison to be rbe Cblef Clerk of the Army 
Ch111>lall1 School. We were occupying :a la.~e. brkk 
ban,u:-ks b uild ing. f t. ffa rr-isot1 was an inductic'm 
cente·r and il1ey n~dl'd tb:1t space for new inductees. 
Han•:trd Unh·tr~lty was ,u1 all m:lleschootat Lha t time. 
:1nd sine(• a lot of those young men were being dn1fied 
into the wi.litary, their dorms were half empty. ·rhc 
Army J>aid rent. so 1:laf'\1l\1'd otlicia ls were glad to ha,,~e 
us. I "'ns sent ahead \\oith an ad\'lmtc de-tail 10 get the 
two dorms anrl our Headquarters lu the GtrQ1anic 
.Museum ready. 
Tbe Chapluin School was not aboutT he11h)~'· Our job 

\\as to ce-.ach these new Ch~•t>l:tins map reading, 
111ilit:1ry cou rtc-..\iy and d isdplin<', sun +l\'al t.:actics, and 
mc,st of all, ~ct them in physical condition(() ~Cr\'t\\'ith 
c<1m1J:u uu its. Ji w:1.s a 13-wcc-k course. H you had a 
Bac.helor ofJ)ivinity 0t"g rtll you cniered these rvict" a.s a 
Cnpt:1in.A ~1tsterof 0Muityllegreebrou~ht the rank 
t,1f ~laj or, and a DoctorMe hrnught the rank of Lt. Col. 
Suddl~uly these 1>reachers found th<·mst'lves ::is offh-er,;. 
They didn't knQw how w " 'C.•ar tbeir ,mifo rms nr rl'tu rn 
sa luie:s, so this was our job. T bey fe ll cmt fur roll call 
l~:tth 1110Yn ing - wcrc gl\'cn calinhenlcs nnd dose order 
d1·iUjust li ke raw n•cruits. We had tv,·o tough regulor 
a.rn.w maste r scrJ;:C·nuts l0))ut rbem thrnugh ibis. 
T fi~ally got those Corporal stripes April 22. 1942; Sgt 

on July 22, 1942; S/SgtScptemher9: 1942. ~od °tech Sgt 
M :1,· 15, 1943. W(• wtrestaffed b~· t~n WACS and eight 
Ci,,J1 Scrvite office r lerk.s. T he instruciorS ,~·ere Army 
Onk~rs. l reported to ihe Adjuhmt. Major A.I ,. Casey. 
We cut the payroll chtt,ks tllld travel orders fo r ~lwsc 
student ehar,h1i11s, and produet:d all tht traudng 
matl.'rials for lbe faculty and students.. I was sining 
p retty living ofr campus in a r0Ol))ing h(Hl5e on 
lk:lcon Str(>Ct in Brookline uea.r where the Kliuncdy 
family lived, b\1t I didn't eH~n know wbo they were 
lhtn. T his all came to an end shortly :tftcr the 
~ormaody Oeach laudiu~s on D-Day. 
An or,icr came. down fo r aU able bodied pcrsunucl 1101 

(Ill c ritical assignments to he rea.').Signed to combat unlts 
11111.1 u:i:1de ready fo r n'-dC·p loymeot to the !>TO Or 
J>acHit • I rtported to the 63'" lUfautry Division at 
Camp V:in Oorn, \ fiss lssl,PJ)I 011 July 18. 1944. Captain 
Herbert .I. H c>uj:!htaUng, who w:1~ Adj ul.:rnt and S-1 of 
the 1·• 811. 253.-1 lnf . .Re;;., fo()k 0 11(' look at me and i;aid, 
'=Sgt. I do.n' t k now h o,., you got those stripes, bu t you've 
G,Ot just 30 d:irs t<• shO,_,. m e yoo can k« .Jl them in thts 

• c.:O-.."'rf,'{(fr.r) 0~ i•AGF. 9 
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0 UR IDS'fORY: THEN AND NOW==== 
by Bill St()II, 30-Mar-2007 
e .. maiJ: wjs6:31@-comcast.net 

Rec.to.Hy. there- ba.,·e beeo St\'tnll e-moih: and 
pl1onc cnll~ hnck and forth with a w<nn:-.i who is 
WOt'kin,:: Ott the hi.story of the troop!lhip M,'\RIJ\'E 
WOLF whi(':h car ried many military :rnd civilian 
people from nrnny cou ntrii:s betwttn the p<1rts of Le 
Mavre, 1'' ra.uc.e and Southurupton, F.ngl:lnd. T his 
shuttle ser,1ice-wi1s used from April th rough October 7. 
194S, then the ship wo~ also used for otbc-r trips for- a 
~r11nd total of over 230,000 pl"Ople. Rtr fatherscr\'td in 
theship's hos-pit::il as a sor~ic:aJ technician. 

The 63rd OivJs ioo's 254th ood 255th rtgiments 
appear on the copied 1945 list or shutlles io. fat<' 
September ond early October, 1945. The date of 15-
Scp-45 sl:tows Lbc. regiments and sonH' French fflta ling 
3,888 people ~oing 10 Enitand. T hat same d a le .shows 
on a t.'-Opied shtt'I oftrnin schedules with C::ipialns from 
,be companies se,-vine as tnti.n c.omm:ioders. None. of 
tbecotnpanics match the on ts in tht next Jlarag1':lpb, so 
they m ust lu: oi:t other pagc.s. Some rcse-:,rch on the 
September morning reporls s hOVt'S no refenmce to the 
M.ARlNE \VOLF, and mod of the September days al'e 
not shown on most o(tlic company morning reports. A 
p hot(> o f the MARINE WOLF is sbowu b<'low. ll is 
cur fous tha t a Vt'.I)' small amount of entries wert made 
on the morning1·eports iu tlmt time period. 

J d id fi nd se,·en 254tb companies that showed on 
t he morninJ: n.>(>0rts lb.at they bo!lrded the QUEEI'\ 
MARY o n the 22nd and 2Jrd of Septt mbc-r 1945. They 

to her. ' r headdrtss: 
Thl~'.\fARINE WOLF Projctt 
M ichele Writ.tel 

769 Rothrock <:irelc 
Copley. OH 44321 
'Phone: 330-666-Ci728 
icooart@mindspring.com 

Many nt•w hth.-s may resultfrc>m this u nderrakinj,? 
since we came home by many difftn.-nt w:.1ys. 
depeodiui;: c1n th.: iod1vldu:,1 situation and poi nt score. 

T he unit nu) n :i.in~ rtpnrts roi: the month of 
October 1944 h11ve been the focus or my research and 
there art m any mort weeks of work to finish Chat 
month :ind No,,cmbcr 1944. 'fben the detailed editing 
will continue to h yt<i get thewrongspellin}?ll con·ected. 
men who were 1.i.k ely attached uoassigned, and missini 
$('rial n umher~ fa ken c;rrt of if po~sible . .Mc-u wh~> now 
ust UJl'ir m iddle n~.mc:s or nicknnmcs as thdr first 
names C'aui;c a p roblem at times if we cannot nnd th e 
tonn ectlon wilh th,:: military re-cord~. 

At this lime tbere are 69,554 nnml's on the 
,·osiers nf the 63rd fen· 1943--4S for lt gain of 133 net 
mimes sinc.e tbt Inst Issue. 1·he percenta~e with anny 
serfa l numb ers i:n now 97 .-15¾ with ll gain ,wer the 
previous 97.38%,, \\;th three companies of the 363.rd 

MOO.ital 8 n. at 100% and the other two at 99.0% or 
berter. The ~rand total wllb the afta..:hed units is nov;, 

were Companies A, n,~---- -------- --- ------------ ----, 
CN, F, H, HQ & SV. I 

70,210 names. 

he.ve not had rime to 
rt.st:1rch forl.her to SC'e 
iftbe255th companies 
were also on tha t !lhip 
at t hat time . It 
l~very likc l_y that a u 
the companies were on 
the i;amcsbJps in those 
SC\-·('rSI days. 

If our O!:tders 
CO\llcl bet,, h<'r "';th 
some dc.taUsabout this 
project yo u c an 
eon t act her, n n d 
1>ossibly send me :, 
copy of what you stud 

~ 

" • 



May2007 ---- --- - ----- --- - ------ 7 
PARl"lAL d::lltl oompiled so far b}1 63rd l-lis1ori:.i.os :wd lielpc.-s frnm AVAIL4ULE record$ 

-··- ·-·-·---·-·-·--·-· ·-····- -···---· C0~1PUTER DATA PRINTOUTS AND COPLES --··--·•-H---·-·-··-·--·-·--·-·--
PLEASE PPJ)ffl U>UT#I Ut,.qT#2 COST/P.ACI-I 

1943-45 lJnil R0&1,ec of Men (wlrank, s::-rittl oo.. C'.ompany. battery. HQ? 
datcS:, mcd11Js, casuill ries. dc.3-lli,, e1.-::.) .................................................................. ___ _ ____ S4 ea. 

Today's Uoit Address-Phou~ list (for mc:nlx:rs only) ............................... ,............... _ ___ ____ S2 ,:a. 
1945 Unit Modnli: U:-t (w/WWLJ hOtne towns) .......................................................... ____ ___ S2 ca.. 
1944-45 Uu.i1 ltir11t1'afics (in 8 1,. group) ........ .............................................................. ____ ____ S3 ~1. 
Alphabetical List of CAJ\;[P 8LANDi!'-tG CADRE MEN with da~ .............................................................................. SS ea. _ 
Today's Address & Phone List of CAMP 01..ANOlNCi CADRE MUN (for members ooly) ......................................... 1>:Z ca. __ 
Today·sAddress & Phone l,,is1 by State (formt"mb1:1:; only) .................................... State ffl __ $1.:uc#2 __ $2ea, _ _ 
1,029 Killed in Action. Pied of Wound, & Kon-Battle Detlth -- t\L.PH.A .. ........ ..... .... ............................................. $5 ca. 
~DOW. NBD. -....1th uU known mm~how11 and sorted by •---Al,l,IJNTTS ........................................................ $Sea. _ _ 
KIA, OOW, Ntm. bc,;t viewpoint - Sorted by DATE. orglnizalion. unit ............................. ....... ....... .... ........ ... .. $5 ca. 
Casu.1lty SuU)Ol:~ry compiled to date tOr All, lrnits wi1h 8 categories ........................................................................... $3 ts. __ 
2005 Alphahctkol Lisi book (t+'33) with date on ca:;uahit.:s. dc;.'!ths, w1its, s::ctin.J numbers, c .. 1drc, whether m{'n's C)1' wid<>w's 

.;dd1C$S is known, d.1ta & c:1:s.u.illy summa;rics, etc . ...... 6?, l 79 LINES OF NAMES .............................................. $6) ta. _ _ 

-·---·-·--- ---~--... - -·---·----·-·-·-·--· - MAP COP I ES --·-·----·--·-- --·--••--·----·-·-----·--~·-·--·---
11" x 17" 1:1,000.000 ro~p of cn1ire area ofiBrd comOOl WITHOUT trail of63td units .............................................. $1 t'.U. __ 

1:200,000 1939 map of A.LSACE. LQffainc, & SAAR :uc:1.s thru Siegfried l,ioo arca. .................................................. $5 ea. __ 
J :.50,000 mBp of COLMAR Poc.kel & \.'o6ges Mh'.I. arcs in Fr.incc for 2S4lb guy:; ....................................................... . SS c11.. __ 
l :20.000 wap of SW 1/4 of COLMAR map .in.:;, w/Kaysc~l)Cfg, etc. for 2541.h guys .................................................... $5 ea. _ 
Three I :25K maps from S. of Sal'.reguemin'-\'S to Saarbnicktio w/g.rcat detail ...................................... .............. ........ $13 Se4 _ _ 

Two J :l:S,000 l945 map:; showmg the 63n1'i: STWFRiED U NE area wilh f0t1s, from l/45 aerial photos 
,...;lb legends ............................................................................................................................ ,. ................................ SI 3 !id _ _ 

1:25,000 BLIESKAS·1·1!l.. ,nr,p 11\M shows Kiri.el. wur,bach. & Biesiogen ..................................................... NF.W $5 ca. 
1:100.000 KAISERSLAUTERN rn:ip 1.ha~ shows Homburg, L;mgmc-il & Gtunscadt ....................................... NE\V 1,5 ca. 
1:100,000 K.ARLSRtJHE mop that shows Bad Wimpfco. Hi:iJbronn & Stuug;ut ............................................ NE\V $5 ca. 
J:J00.000 ELJ..W,\NGBN map from Wald-enbttrg & Schw11bisich Holl to Ob'-"'.l'bobingen ........................................... $S tXI. 

1:25,000 M()('iGUN'GEK map shows from Obcrgroningoo to Obc<bobinscn........................................................... SS ~ . 
SS' ,c 14" 1:250,000 map.shows from Mannheim 10 Rothenberg and Heilbroolll.'I ............................................ NEW Sl l!:'l. 

-·-·- - ---------·-·---·-·-··----·-·--·--· H IST()RICA.L OOCUf,,lENTS ---·~--•·-··---·--·---···-·- -· -----·---
2nd Un.-2 53 4-12 April 1945 event;., rosters & Pres. UnitCit;,'!tioo 3Ward .................................................................. S 14 ea. _ _ 
Regimental histories for JanooJy-M:i:y 1945 in binders. copied from 

TJl()nthJy oombe1 rcpons: 253rd __ , 254th _, 25Slh __ : .................................................................... $1 3 ..:a. __ 
Reprint or l35-pa,g1: 1986 s,oftcovcr book, "With th.,c 63,(( Infantry Oivision in WWU" 

by ('..ol. James J: .. flalcher of 254-tb and 255th .............................................................................. CHANGl:J) ...... 520 ca. 
Unbouod Xc,osraphic copy of )945 hi$tO,Y & index- for-The Trt'.lil of 254 Tlu\1 Blood & Fire" -

by 8l'lrris P~l. Vernon Kile. Algernon Kcilb & J()lin Soot:1g .................................................................................. S7 ea. _ 
Unbound inkjet color copy of 1945 "Vi<:;;ary in Europe·· booklet................................................................................ $S c,;3. _ _ 
1943•45 ccmbat history ofl63rd Eng.incctCombat Un. by Hill Snyder in bi1ulcr ......................................................... S-6S ea. _ 
Jun•Apr 4.5 C()mhtu Unit Journals of Hq Isl B.0•254 by dale. hour. m.inulc in binder ......... ........ ... ................... $10 ca. 
Ray Rcstani's Rcpo:1 of A-254 Amick at Esichringen, GCfflll.ll\y, 15-Mar-45 in binder ................................................. $8 t.'3. 

Shon 1943-45 HistOf)· ofHq 1st Bu-255 "'ith ··atlcr action teporf · in bindc:t ................. ....... ... ......... ... ... .... ......... $8 l!<t, -

Uobw od Oennany•s Siegtii cd Linc his1ory. (ll~Ulils, dl'awings, & photos ........................................................... NBW $5 ~.a. 
Unbound Hl."101)' 7th U.S. Anny. 15-~c-44 fo 25..J:m..45. " l.hc Other Uulge'· ..................... ........................... KF.W S4 e:t.. _ 

Unbound 1944 - 1 am ~ n ~i,e;hbof' booklctoo inf. co. & plt. equipment, weapons. & u-aioiog .......................... NEW S4 CB. __ 

- ··--·-·-·----·-·----·-·---~·~·-----·-· PATCHES, can be iroi1t:::d on or sewn on caps,jnckets. etc. -··---··----····-
(A) 3.5" 1' 2:.3·• 63rd fnfanlry Division for UAifonn ....................................................................................................... S4 ca. 
(B) 2.s·· x l.4s·· 63rd lnfautty Div. with ··uwou & FrRE" below ............................................................................. $3 ca. == 
(C) 2.66'" 1' 2.35" 63rd w/ ·'8100D & FIRE" 31.;d "63rd INFANTRY DIV.'' bdow ........................................... NEW $4 ea. _ 
(D) 2:.2S"' lti.gh ,c 3.S" v.idc CS flng ................................................................................................................................ $3 ca. _ 
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(li) is• high x 3.5" wide 63rd Division Siesfried Line sign patch .............................................................................. $5 Cit. 

(l } 3.5'' hi.gb x 3S' wide 253rd lnfontty Rcg-imcnl wJmott.:> ' 'QUINTA ESS£>.'lr"rJA" (The Q(1in!essencc) .................. $5 ca. ~ 

(G) 3,6" high x 3.4"' wide 2S41b lofau11y lkg:imcm wfmotto ""DEATH BEFORE OEF'iiAT' ............... , ..................... $5 ca. 
(H) 3.5" high x 3.0" wide 2551h Infantry Rcg.imcnt with motto "COR FJ;R.R.EUM·· (Ht.-an of Steel) .......................... ,$5 ea. 
------------- ----- --------.-- - l.'2 CRESl PJNS wl1 cJuteb pins--·------------------- ·-- --·-----------~ 
253rd lnf.i.olry Regiml."nt with l.l>OtlO .... "QUINTA ESSF.NTIA" (The Qullucs,s,.:nce) ................................................... Nor ""-'lL 
254lb Infantry Regiment Y.-ith motto , ... .. DEATH BEFORE OEFE..\'.J··· ...................................................... , ................ SS ~1. _ _ 

255th lnfontr)' Rcgime,1t will.1. tlhlUO .... .. COR f £RRE'(Ryf (Hean of Steel) .................................... , .... , ....................... $5 ea. _ _ 
Cotor<:d pin desc1ipcio11 w/honors & 63rd Oiv. emblm1.s ... 253rd __ , '2$4tb __ , 2S5th _ _ ............................... .. Sl c.a. _ 
·-·- - --·---- -·--·--·-·-·---·----·-·-·---·-··HAT PINS & 0O1.A TIES--·--·-- - ·-·-- ·--·-·----··-·-·----·-·-·----
63rd luf. Oi\•. Patl::h pio _ . Combat Infantryman n,,dgc pin_, Comb:;! Medic .Oadg.:: pi.1.l _ .......................... $4 ea. 
Ranger Badge pio _ . S ilver Star ~1edal pio _ . Bronze SL'lf MedaJ pin _ ........................................................ $4 ea. = 
Putplc J-l,:"ri Medo.I pin _ , PresidenLial Unit Citruion 8 adge piu _, infantry pio _ ............................... , ....... S4 ca._ 
MP pin _ . POW Medal pin_. Ffold Artilkrypin _ . CorpsofEngine-ecspin_ ........................................ S4ca. _ _ 
Qu:1r11~nnas1cc pin _ , Sign31 C•tps pin_ . Ruprured Duck pm_, 7th ,\ITQ)' P.itcb pin _ .......................... S4 ca. __ 
Eusupe Africa \1.idd}e E..'lst pin __ \'i/Wll Vic:tory ~kdal pin Anuy (Jf Oocupatioo pin_ ......................... S4 ea. _ 
Full SiT.c Expert infantry Badge _ . foU Sitt l>residcnrial Unit Cital'ion Badge_ .............................................. }$ oo. _ 
63td Inf. Div. dclu.xc bol:l tie with black cord_. t;<>ld <:ord ................................................................................ $LO es. 
--- ··· ··---- ----·---·- ·· ·· ·····-·-·•- UNIT & ORGAN(l.ATION A WARDS COPIP..') --··--····-·· --· ... ---··- ····-· 
Prcsidc1Ui:~I Uoit Ci1ations eopy: 2nd B.o.•253rd _ . l$t Rn.•254111 _. 3rd Bn.•2.S4th ........................... ... $.2 ca. 
Pres. Vu.it Cirotion narrative for 3re1 no. tiod Co. A & B•253ul w.C .................................................................. Nl~W S I ca. 
F'n:ud:i <..'roix dcUucrrc w/P:llr\\ fo, 254th Inf.: 8 5" x ll" SS ca._, 11 •5:'8." ,c 17•· $10 <:a. _ , ..................................... _ _ 
-·-·---·-·---·-·-·---··-·----·-· cm<rACT OJSKS fOR ~1lCROSOFr WlNDOWS SYSTEMS ·--- -·- ·--·----- ---
95 or 1943-45 Blood & Hre issu~·s _ . 63rd Div. Oencr:1,1 Orders for m~-.l;i ls., c1c. __ .................................... $LO ~.i. _ 

853 p.ige updated ''Chn:,.n.ide.s" b.istOJy book w/pho1M, nl$fcr.s, atpha Lisi ................................................................... . 1,15 ~ __ 
llistorie:. w/pbotos, tolltt'1S, & oUtcr ioJO: 253rd __, 254th __, ....................................................................... 1,12 t;;, _ 

255th - All J\tljJJery _, 2fdrdF:nginccr&363 Medical Bu.s . __ . ....................................................... 5 1Zca. __ 
SpccitaJ T1\'IC)J1S: I IQ&I IQ Co., Band, ~1P, QM. Rec.on .. Sig:nal. Ordoa.uoe _ .................. ................................... S 12 ca. __ 
Com\)ilt Monlhs Voit Morning Rep¢rtS 12/44 • 5145: 253rd _, 254th ___, ................................................... SlOto.._ 
2-55lh _ . All A11illery _, 263rd Ens.inter & 363 Medi~~) Sn$. _ _ ............................... , ..................... $10 e:L. _ _ 
Special Troo,:,s: HQ&HQ C.o .. l3!1nd, Mr, QM. Rocon.. Signal, O,xin.1M.:e _ ........................................................ $10 ca. _ _ 
63rd Pictorial his1ory w/ 1,000+ stt1tcsidc. eombnt & occupation :.!Xtl~ ................................................................ .... $12 ca. _ _ 

·-·-··---····----·-•• - ..... ·-··--·····-- CA.PS ...... --····- ··--·-·-·----·--·--·-·-·•--H--•· --·-··- ......... ·-··-
Brighi whi1c. C3P with rt d bill ond adju$t:tblc red r<;llr net .................................................................................. .NEW SI0 ca. 
Light blue <::tp Md bill, with ,1djustable blue r.:ar ue1 for spring, sum.mer or fall ..................................... CHANGED SI I) e;,, __ 
Light bh11: cap aud biU. with solid light blue adjusmhtc re3r for fall or wimer ............. , ..................................... .NEW SJO ctt. _ _ 
The n<;·,v 63rd patch emblem tu1s .. ULOOO AND F'!JlE" ;.;od .. 63rd INPANTRYDCV." like the "C" patch <m the other page. 
-· -·--·--·-·----·- -·---···---- ·-·--•-•---·•CHALLENGE COrNS --- ·-·-·--·-·-·-·-----·-·---·-·-·-· •·•-·----------
1.S- 6Jtd Infantry Oiv;.,;ion Amiquc l)rom:e Challco.gl~ Coin wilh pla:;lk pockel case ...................................... r .. rew SJO ca. _ 
1.:S" 2S41h Infantry Reg.imcnl Ami4ue D.ronze Ch3l!enge C\,io, with plastk pocket ca.s: ,., ................................ NEW SI0 e.1. __ 
J.S l S4tb ln(anuy Rcgi.roo11 Brilliant Cold Challenge C<iio with plaslic 1>0Cl:et C.1$.e .. . ..... . .. ... .. .. .. . .. .......... ...... NEW St0 ea. _ _ 
l5 .. x 3.5" x 1.25' ' l'>ark Ulue Coin Prc:scm:Uion Case ....................................................................................... NEW$ Sea. __ 
Augu..<:t 2006 fono #61 Ctu:c:k # _ __ TOTAL s _ _ _ 

Mill To: ffl l.l,.SM 'r. 6JIU) OJV. IIISTORlAN, -'°1 $.. WALNUT ST .. SYCAM()R.a IL60l i'8: ·.?.?H 
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oulfit.." lle assign ed me tn the Anti 'rank Gu n l'larnon. 
Tbe men in tha t Jl latc,on wcr<.' a ll nice tom(• Rnd showed 
me th~ n>1,cs • .Ju ~( a bout lilt tio.1e 1 h;td le.-irued wy 
duties, the BattaUoo St,'1, ~fajor n'ceh •ed ordcr.s (O 
report to O Nkcr~ CandidotcSchciol at Ft. Benning, Ca. 
C:tp U<1ujthhilin~ ass~ned me to bt the Sgt. Maj or, 
\\ hicb held the rnnk of Tech Sgt So.1 ke1>f 01y $h'illC$ 
and wns again doing what I knew best- office routine. 

W t> ctepartc d Cari1p Vnn l>or n No,,.cmhcr 4) 1944 by 
troop train, and pttSi(•d ri,::bt tb1·ou~h my hoo.1etown., 
Mun cie, fodfaoa. 1 k new \H~ were going that route. so 
I.la d written my w i(e. She ,, as !d thc. depot wi1h s<wtral 
people: handing <mt doughnuts and sand"ichcs. The 
tn tin slowed dowo to a crawl. but dido'r stop so all I 
co uld do n ';'IS wave :1t her aud blow her a kii;s. Wt­
arrh·cd at Camp Sb:1ok.s, Ntw Yor k No,·emher 7, 1944 
:md .i;nilcd ,mM nrd tht U.S. Army transport T homas 
I L. Oa rrie Novewber 25. J.944. T here wer e tw(.:lvc .i;hipi; 
in tb:.,( uu,·oy, .Bver~·one was scrambling fo r u bottom 
bu.ok. l could j u~t envis ion somc.>ct)ne in the u pper bun ks 
,•omiting clown on me, so I grabbed the top b u nk near 
an tlirVt.•nt! 
Tbese bunks wt're eanvass stretched over p ipe framcs1 

sil' deep and 24-inches apa.rl You had to pu t your 
barrack$ bag in, and then kind of roll in. Jf the guy io 
the· bunk abon you w ns n big fd low. the canvass o n h is 
bunk nei:trl.y touch ed your nose. I was te r rified! T he 
corop a rt.menl l was iu wa.-: four d ecks below the water 
lino, a nd T knew if we rnok a torpedo, J wou ld ne,·er get 
oul alive. I was determ ined not to ~e• !l:e.ao;;ick. On thl~ 
see.o,ld day out I was u p on deck a nd this Major t t\m ~ 

n .1.nn.ini; around a b ulkb('atl - n m iulo w e - bou uc.t.d 
back, nnd ,•omite.d ~lU overmt' .. He· bad bis baod o,'t: r h.is 
month a nd mumb led :rn apology. l said .i.•rhat•~ OK 
Su.', 1 'Ujust join yon a l t he n'l il," at which p<1int I nearly 
vomited up my heels! From lhcn ou I w:t.s de,11Wy 
~CQ~ick! Tt \\'OS :1 fourte-0n-dny trip, and 1 UtcrnUy Hved 
off S;llti'ne ( rM kero;; and apples. T here ere no words to 
describe the !>te nch in thnt Compartment. Combined 
with body odor uf nbout 50 ruen, vomit, :Hl d the terrible 
~mcll from the kllcbell galley it was just unbt::irable ­
at least for me .. We were a llowed tngoupon d N~k for~0-
01ith1tes four times a day. I alwnys i1 fa'.',1C'd up t-h('rC' u ntil 
th e cleck offic1.1r rnn llll' uff. 
Those fourteen d :,ys, for me. were tbe worst 1>art ortht: 

wnr-. No one knew when: we were going. The.n 011C' night 
a bout mid niJ:!ht, the-re was a lot of ewiremt'nr. I l':m up 
on dcek :w e! lbert in the moooHgbt was the Rock of 
Gibraltar? \.Ye knew tbeo we were be~ded for the port 
or Mrtrsc-illes, Frnncc. We arrh•ed there D<:cc-mbcr S, 
1944. So happy to be· of£thatsbip, T "ot down :rnd kissed 
Hi t :;:.rou.od. So did a lot of other guys. I w ill never 

u ndcrsw.nd how anyone can enjoy trtklng n cruise! I 
certainly would MVt'rpay~oocl mon(')' to ~o on a r r uise. 
lt'5 j u1t wate r ; water in ever y d ir ection ai; far as you 
cau set~ \Vbat i.s p rcUy .-b ou( 1b:\l'! And, in w.-tfou-e. 
there is only one way to go oo tb e water - down ! On 
land I c.an d ig a fc):i. hole a nd getu liHlc p rotection. 

We wcR t<Jld that we would be staying in tht Della 
'Ra),in Sector St:lging Arca. Wc. cm·isioo('d lbis to bl~ .-i 
nke wann barracks and hot food. ~ ot so! Tur-os out it 
was nothing b ut a barrr.n froze n hillsirle. We were tc>ld 
to dig t-wo-ruan foxhoh-s and try fO k ('{'p ;ts wi-.-w as 
possible. 1 te.:i.tned up wHh Co1-por al Lyowood Cla r k, 
the .B:.1tt:llion clerk. \:Ve put o ne shelter h:'!lf t)n the 
gronnd to ward off thcdam pnesJ~ then p ut a blankcl on 
top or th at. \Ve p uf th e other b lank l~t on top of us, 
covered H with lbe otber s htl(r r balf - tr:twled iu and 
spent a totally miserable njgbt. fioaHy on December 
14, we board ed :l nice heated tntin en-rout<' to join the 
U.S. Sc,·t nth An ny somen·here i:n t't l)O"al France. We 
' " <'tt ,erved 1:1.ot food - 1oa5t, bacon. scramble.d eggs 
and hot toffee - re.all." li.\ri.f.lg it up. playing c.ards a nd 
blowing off. A short time, latt r se>mt•Oni.' yellrd, "Ticy, 
come luok at th is. 'fha1 is H1C' only kind ()f :::,ood Kraut 
there. is - a dead oue!"' T he tr:liJ.1 was movinc: slowly. 
and c,•ct1·ooe ran to the windows to look out. 'What they 
,-aw was o frozen body ha lf,.;:iy out of a fo',:hole-foct up 
- and weiu--in~ hob nail boots. A short time later we 
ume upon another frozen body in a foJ.hole, 01.1ly this 
one bad 0 1) bo1)1.$ just l ike our.$! En:ryone got r ea l quiet 
anrl r e.turned to their scars. TI,e r t'!ll ity of the s itu:irion 
ha (I hil hOme,andwasnot atall ftmny. 
At Sllrrebou,:g we lert the train and e n-trucked fo r the 

m ove to the front. We moved into dh •i.sinn rl'scn •c a nd 
oc-.e.u1,ied an old t.a\'&lry post, Camp Ollcrhoffon. The 
G-trmans auncked - we counte r anacked and rau them 
b.-ick.. We kepl on goi.ng a nd er,ded 111) a l S an ·eguem inci; 
:Fra.oce on J ao uary 4, 1945. \'le cro~sed theS:t:tr River 
and r:l n tht Ge.m um s out of the , ·lllage of 
Kleinblittersdorf, Gtr many on Febn1:1ry 20. We 
continuerl liben ting i;everal small villages and broke 
through t he Sei~fried Linc Mardi 20. \ Ve np vroachtd 
thc city of Rtidlch<-rg on Marc.h 31. H had becn 
deelared a o "'Open City'' beca ui;e Gene ral r'a tton's 3~ 
l'nfant.ry Oivisi<m had lakl•u it before we arriVl:l.l. Oo 
the nppronch mi,rch n lone sniper In a churc.b betfry 
tower shot and killed our F ield Artillc:ry fonn1rd 
obsc,rver Sl•rgl.•ant. O ur re turn firc ridd led the chur(h 
tClwtr nud the suipl'r. T his Ser;::.t'aut had a clown-tilled 
slecpiog roll which when openl'd took the sha1>e of a 
mu mmy. Jt rolled 11p inti) a ha ll no largt)r than a 
h:ukcthall and was fcalbcr-wdght. I too k that sleepini 

- Cn 'iT INUtm i 'IN l'A(:~ l fl 
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roll ond cnr rlc•d ti all the n·ay m the t 1ld of the war. T 
coo Id strip doWt'l to my lonj': john und<-rwear, craw1 in 
that thing, lay right out oo the snow co,·ered ground 
a mt shly \.\:lrm ~1.s h>asl . It bad :t panic 7.iJ>per. :rnd in 
c.1se of an eneW)' :ntack. b)' throwfog your elbows 
outw:u·d, it would pop open nnd a llow )'C)U to get out of 
it fast. 

l was a surv'l\'or! I "·owe.d I \\'as comiuJ:: back bome 
alh ·e.AU through c.ombnt whiJe.otherguys were loo ring 
nut silvcn,·:1reand nst'less thing" t hey l:1ter discarded, I 
was tootin ~ ckan u ndt"rwcnr from ab:tnd<1ncd farm 
boll.ses " 'e 0C(,upied.1 ,;,;•ore- this uuder my noc>Jt-u lou~ 
jc,hn.s, wh ich iu:ule the(ll r.non~ cor:ofort:.1ble. T his .:1lso 
kept me from getting irrihlfcd or 11s n e called ic, ".lock 
Itch/' \Ve only h ad one bot shower all th rou~h <"<>m bat 
They parked a sewi•traile-r equippt-d with hoc water 
sbowei: u oifs. T here '-'t1lS .i. rubber curtain down the 
middle: nrt11i~ stmi, and when the a ir rn(,Lit)n slapped up 
t1gai:nst your naked body, it was a real shocker! But we 
did ~et Glean unifo rms and unden,,earafte1· theshower. 
Onl' t iml', when ( coutdu' l find 1111y men's underwear, T 
)l)oted some \\omen's <"Otton hrfof.i, Guys in n1y u nit 
somehow heard about t his .1nd spread the word chat 
" the Sgt was :t c ross dresser." But 1 stayed cleaJ), :.HJd 
ntso kept my fttt dry. We had rubber ~hoe p:tckj wilh 
felt inserts. These i.oserts became ,-rec rlghr away from 
body moisture. I pulled m ine out - threw them away ­
lilltd my !ihne-1rncks :tt the l)(lttom with d ean straw or 
bay. With two pair of Sl)<:ks Oil, t ills kept my ft-ct rairly 
df)•. l tell people l w~lked across Fran<"t and Germany 
on straw. Actually, I wns r irl ing mc:,sr of the time in the 
S•l j ee-p wilh Capt. llou~htalini;.: :wd the- b~ittalicm field 
desk. 

Jn lhe v.•orsr fig ht tht 253"' c.QrnC' under fire was tat the 
smaU ,'illa~e- of KrtSsb~ch, Gtrmany. \Ve auacke-d 
there Qn Sunlht)',April 9 and 283 r.uen of (be 1" Bo. 253.-, 
R<"gfment were l..1llc.d - Q loc mort wounded. Tt was 
d u bbed "'Rloody Sunday." After tbe battle we 
e5timah·d we had killed approximate ly 700 <;erman 
troops, JI v.as ~iui::lc<lii;it n ('a(bcr, and we let Lhc bc,Jies 
st:ty a ll night where they fell. Word came down the next 
mnrning t ha t t he GnO's (Gl'nve Registra tion 
Orderlies) who normally evacuafed the dead were 
overn h(•l111cd by lo~sts that Gcmw~I Paltoo'ti tr-Oops lo 
our north bud taken. T hey nsked us to get th(' bodies 
IHH~k to the Gr:1Yt~~ ltcgistntion unit the be~t ,.,·ay we 
could, That job feU to mt. Thtr<· was a la rj:te Gtn m-ut 
st:.1ke--bed truck iu the village that w.;i.s powcrOO by 
ch:m::oal gas made by :, small wood~burning furnace. l 
asked Sl)mc German towns-- r cor le, .. , ~s (;1)(.>t'l'' Hight 
away camt• the an5wi:r, "Ya. lss Goot." l'hcy told me 
tb.et-e n·as ,rn old man lh'i.1lg ill the vill:1ge tha1 kuc.w all 

about that lrutk. l sent for him and we built a tire i:n the 
furnace and suon we had i t running. We brought f.ro:teo 
bodies to this tru~k by j eeps equlppc·d with stretchers 
hn th.:: hMd unci the rear !\cat. We could get s ix bodies 
e.a('h tri'p. Tl1tse -wert loadecl Onto lht• old tr utk and 
taken to the r ear· area. We could get about 80 bodit's 
each load, and we worked from d:tyl.i.gbt to d:1rk that 
day. The hhdies ,~ere rc:illly gro1~s,1uc.. fr o:r..tn in 
whate,·tr J)OS"itton tlley fell. Ont German soldier was 
frozen UI a uouctied pos-Wou nith his arms 1:~lcudc•d 
over h is he:td and his eyes were .troieo open nnd looked 
like glass. T here was b lood ooztng out of his ml)ulh. 
When thl~ orderly nr Craves Registration took hold of 
hii foct t () pull h im off the t ruck~ it tumbl.ed for•ward 
" 'i(l:t the frOLtu anu) cxtendl.'d and tl1e orderly le( out a 
sc.ream- droppe.d rhe body - :ind started running lO the 
rea r. As fo l' :1..s l lmow. h(' may stiU be- running. JI wa$ a 
2rutsomc sijtht! 
Wt .:-ndttl up al Hilltul'iu:,:cu, Ccrm:my Ap r il ·?7, 1945, 

:1nd were relieved from combat duty tbe next morning 
by the- 3'~ On, J4l• R~t., 36" Oi'i·ision, wbic.h was p :trt or 
Geoer:dPattou'sThirdAl'm)', We we-tt iu reserve- oftlae. 
254'~ Inf Regl th t1l liln~rn lcd lhc: Lnn d~burg 
Concentrariotl C:\mp foi- Jews at L11n ds burg 1 

Ge.-many. General Pau oo's troops c:Hue 1n aud took 
cr('dil for tha t. nut it w•.a.\ all O\'er by the lime they got 
there. Pntton's m<'n ne,·cr bad to fire a shot. T r usl me, T 
wa"~ther<.:! 
O nel)fthe saddest thin.gs th:tt hapJ>ened to my unit w:-ls 

the dc:11h of Staff St,>t. Albert Fincb frnm 'farrytowo, 
~ewYork. Hcwns a squod leader or th(' Anti Tank Gu n 
l'latoon t hat befrienclcirl m e a t Cam1> V:m Dorn. Tbt 
war was ovc1· and we were doing occupation duty at 
W1:ttheim., Gt-ro.uuty. T hing~ nerc~lill kind ofnuitl :.uni 
some troops didn't k now the wor was 01'C'r. This 
included Ge.rman troops, so we set up two-man 
outposts a round the village. About 3:00 _A,.,\l 1 was 
:w,,tken(•d by rnachiuc ~u n nn:.~. II \ V"J) unmislakablc 
fro1.11 :t Germ:10 ''Burp Gun.'' This w:ls follo,•red by 
-rerurn fire from our o,, n mtn. r gr-abbNI the phone :ind 
asked where the fire ume from. 1·hty s aid it was " 0 1" 
COlUJ>aoy aud Cb.lt Sgt.. Fincl.l h.ld beeu bit. The tuedk ;s 
r ushed to the outpost~ but Finc.b died shortly a fter the.y 
arrived.A Buri> Cun round ha ci hit his lh·t r and he d ied 
of internal bleedin14. No oue (•'i·er ht :trd J.'im:b use any 
profanity. If he became u pset ::ibout aoytbj.ui;:- he "'Ould 
simply lilly "M ucketts." \Ve asked him ir ii was spelled 
with oneortwo "t's-"' and 11e soid ic had two " t 's." \Yhe.r1 
we aliked him wh:1t i t meant, be S:li.d "auythin~ you 
want i t to meao." ' rbey said tbe fait tbi.ttg f'luc.h S~lid 
lha l night j u:5"( before he died "as, •ir\", M ucketts." 
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'l\1rns out thcrc w<'re fW() German soldiers who lived in 
\Vertheim ant! w<•r(' tr)ing to ge-t back home. When our 
guys In theoutposC ehallenged them. they paukked and 
fi red on the outpost. Our return fire killed ooe ofthem 
and woundt-<1 the orher. He was able to t<'ll us whnt 
happened. It wa.s a sad and t r·RiiC way for Finch to d ie 
after maklog il:.tl l th rou:;.h Hae war, 

My unit was on occupation duty .tlleroating bctw<'eu 
villages of Wertheim and Tauht>rl)iSchofsheim, 
Germany until 1 1·ecein?d orders scuding me back 
home. l lert Margurg., Gcnuauy Au~usi 8. 1945 on 
boo rd a freight tr:1Ul made up of 40 & 8 cars that wou1d 
accoromodat<' 40 men or 8 ho:rse.'11. They smelled like a 
horse S1.3blc. but we slept on nice clean straw. It didn't 

m:utcr, we ,,ere heitded home! I boarded the U.S.S. 
Claymont Victory ship on the E nglish <:hanncl at 
A.1.1 twe1·p, Belgium Scpfom ber 23 a bout 4 PM, got my 
bunk, took two ;1)pirio. and went to sleep, determined l 
would not get seasick thi5 time. 
Ahcmt eight l \\Oke up nauseated, ran up on de.ck to tbe 

rail~ and threw up on the clock! I suppose it W::L\i the 
mot.iou of lhe ship lo t i.le wate r tha t c:i,m id mt to :;?,e( 
sick. We didn't sail 1,101:i.l the next day about 4:00 PM 
and I wa~ 'icnsic.k the whole scYen days o f tbc tr'ip, but 
not as bad as on th e trip going ove1·. We a rrived at New 
York Octobeir 2 and I lt:ft by train ou October 3. I was 
discharged from the Arw~· at Camp Atterb1,1ry.lndiana 
on October 5, 1945. 

Dave Perko remembers what 
happened way back when 

.hy Donna UtCosse 
(111e fol/Qwing lnf(lrmati(ln t:am~Jrom an illlc.n·icw two high 
.tthool gir/1. l1ad H·i1h Dave P~rlu> £11 J003) 

l:lis name is Arnold Da\rid Perko, be-ncr knowns nave. 
He gradu ottd from Westnick High Sc-booJ in 
Clevela nd, Ohio inJu.ne 1944. al the age of 18. Wbeo be 
was seventeen, he hod taken a test? and passed It.for the 
Na.,-y \f-12 l'ro~ram, which meant he could go into the. 
Na.,·y. take a tbee-year college courst and miss World 
War U. His parenh, t.hinkini; tbe.y were doiog ll:l\'e a 
favo r, refused to sign the pa p c.rs. They bad lost ooe $On, 
:t bomber pilot. in North Afric.a in 1942 and w<'r t. g un. 
shy ab0ul signing papers fo r another son to enter any 
kind of sen1ic.e. 

So, he was drafted and hoped be would not bc­
t.la.ssified as +.F. It was l.ubor Day, 1944. Ht. was a 
skinny 130-pound kid with ribs showing and soon on 
bis w:.ty to Forl MtCltU:10. Alabama when.> the 
I nfantry Training Camp was loc~ted. Bere. he lcun u::d 
to shoot by practicing on the nring 1--a.nge, and he 
learned to disassembk a Bron uiu" a utom Mic rifle and 
p ut it back togetb(•r ag:1in. :lh.Oost in his slcC'p and 
blindfolded! He n:m emh ers the 25-milc. hikts. with full 
gea r, that they wert rt<ru ircd to take. as btin~ the 
toughest thing be c-verha.d to do iu bas ic. 

Hh home away from home w:is a one-~tq ry barrack 
made out of tarpaper with abqut eighletn rot:n iu t,tch 
little shack. The.re was a pt>t•t,cUied sron and a cot to 

sltcp on. lie wns also a '•scoundrel" wh_ilt in l rttiniug, 
and seemed to always bt~eningsomtonein trouble. 
He remcmhC'rs bavlnj,! to stay in camp one night while 

the 11011 .. como1issiooed officers decided to ha.,·c a ui" ht 
in town. Sin~ he dctc rmi ntd this- to bc Bn unfair :.tct, be 
suggested t hey put the· officers cots on the l'O0f of th e 
la trine. At u1iduii::,bt wbtn tbe '"celebr:mts" a rrh•ed 
back io c.:1mp, they bad no b eds to sleep in, whkh didu ' l 
m ake them very happy! Thty got the wholc unit oul of 
bed at midni~ht and expected S0nJ('Onc. to admit they 
bad done this "';twf-uf' prank. No one .. fcs.scd up" so 
everyone w.-.s p u.ols'bed. 

When the rints WCI"'(• Issued, tboy c.ame In he~")' 
tarpupcr and when they were opened. the container 
n :,s filfod ~,·ith :1 g:reasy .substance to kct p them from 
r usting. 'fhey burned lhC- grt:lS-C:cl t:.1rp,lper in l'he pot­
bellied sto.,·c and tha t c.re.ated a re:al problem 1,ecausc 
the stoves had ro be clf;nned c ,·c ry h'i'O or three days bl 
ordel' to get dd of the soot or thl" smoke ,fou1d not go 
out the chimney and would sJUoke up the barracks. 
l>nve thought of a way to get r id of that u nsa.,·ory tusk 
so be took >l can of rifle cleaner up on the roof and 
poured i t down the chimn(}-', 'fht idta was to send all 
the soot up into the air but it didn't work that way! 'f hc 
r e~'iult was unpleasant aod oeedless l't.• 1:.t)\ then- were 
quick orden to stop thi~ method of cleaning th e stove! 
lo stead of twenty-one weeks oCtraiuin~. be bad tiffeen 

w1..>e.tq; hefon.>.goiug home 011 a leave fol' one week. 'then 
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he went ro New J t .-rsey, boarded the Queen IW7..abetb.. a 
ship that had I 8,000 troops oo buanl and , ailed toward 
Europe. He r emembers weU the 8lll MauJdin C'Ortoon 
1 bat said "T'ravcUng to Euro,,e.hy r:.til" a nd showing nil 
th('guys ltani ngo,·crthe rail updludting. 
On lht boat~oing overseas~ they onJy bad hvo meals:, 

day and tb.ey N1durcd <me c.,f the worse storms the 
Queen [Lizabeth had e,•crgonc tl1rough. )le(:l11"eofthe 
cxlrcme movemel'.lt of tJ1e shi1>, all thl• fC1od had f () be 
~r~bbcd frnm the- table, and much ofil was mis$cd! H 
was not ('.asy for him tu nm.,·£' Lhrougb ankleMdt<'P food 
on both sides of the ship, but be was nc,•cr ~essick and 
htdldsun liw:! 

He landed in France with l< C..:omJJaoy 254 on 
Gnnmdbog Day. Fcbruar)' 2, 1945. Re saw 77 d;1ys of 
acl'ioo aod received a pu rple heart for his crrorts. He 
rNnemhcrt the most signifieant arrion as being tht' 
initial Chrus-t lhrou~h the Sigfr ied Line that or.curred 
over a three--da)' period with dost- oom bal in,•olred, 
Tiu.- fir.s t nighl lbe engineers fried to b low out the 
dragon's tl'tfh , those ugly r.ement o·bst:1dcs me:.1nt to 
stop tanks fror:u hein2 successful in fo rward movement. 
They fio;:illy used a bulldoz.tr and co,·ered lbt' teeib 
with dirl. 
T he next morning there were SiY rnnk.s on one side of 

the dr:lgon's tttth; then thl~ men h:td a clea r vision into 
the firing mission. One rank. abou t fiftcen- fE'ct from 
Dave, was l1iL by :a 1>anzerf:111se. a Germ:tn roektt ahoul 
tbe slit of a hnskctholl l h1U tr:h·cls so slow through the 
:lir you can see ll1em movin~. T h..- crew j umped out of 
the tank a nd fell into tbe IJ'enrhc-s with O:tve :tnd h i$ 
compunions. Minutes 1,:tH:r. the t:tnk began co b low 
ap:,rt. spilling white I)hOSJ1horus through the a ir, thus 
.Shower ing $<.fi rty rain" over tbe n1c•n in the foxh<J ll'5. 

l>ttw was p laced into a li~llt 30-<nUbcr 111:,chinE' gun 
tt-i1m where two 1>eople a.re assigued to one. gu11. One 
c~1rrie-s the gun and the other (Inc cnrrics the nmmo. 
They w11lked nlongsideof the leadin,:t l~lcmt•nt and ga\'e 
them support of c<l"cr. On the second day ln row bat. bis 
guo.nel' W.ls killed by u sniper and then it was Dave's job 
to car ry the gun. Dave's conunc,u 9(1er this hlsk w:1s 
completed: "'I exper ienred the worst 1hat l could 
1>ossibll' experience and stiU l came ou1 withoul IJting a 
ba~kel c-ast•, ~ 

• Jl his d:1d's birthday~ Apt"il 19, a.,; they were 
ovtrlooking a town in Central Gtn.u:.1ny ·wbtrt t-be 
German's \\ere ghing them hen\')' n1achine gun and 
:irti1Je1·y 6.re. an iocomiug round e-x11loded near Dave 
aud be \\ :1s wounded just enough to he u1.ken lo the fi,:Jd 
ho;,pit11·1, :t t(:nt where one is trt.attd ancl cartd for until 
they l':tn be sent on to a lal'ger· hospilal. D::n•e's iuj ur)' 
w~s no1 tha t serious so h i~ hm,1,ifal sta.y w:.s for OJl..ly 

three days. f°rom April 19 until the end of the w~r on 
May R, Dove wa~ in a replacemenl "lm it until his unit 
could be-IO('l'lted so he could r eh1r n . 
~l\vo of the meu i1l FComp:uty 254 wE:reJ\.n.uy Scours; 

H \'-IS tbdr job to go on r.ul.ss-Joru behind cncrny lines 
:and determin<' where enc-my gu n p l ti cements wert' and 
where t he enemy was located. S:im Nye and Tommy 
0..-lion wer·e a Yel'Y ~ood scout tl.'am and ont: uighl on 
lhtir m ission to capture 11 C(•rman omccr :lnd take him 
to their base (',ftm p to be interrog~ted, th<'Y saw a li~ht 
coming from a Gtrmau h('ad quarters buildin.gso tbt')' 
thr<·w a hand g renad e i_nto tht.· b uilding :rnd theo 
en tert<J lhe lmilding where Ibey found th.rec. Naz.i S.S 
men who we.re de.ad. At Lhc timc of the attacki tl1e m<'n 
had hc:cn in the 1>rotess of squirre ling away fol' 
shipm..-nt, d iamonds. gold a.11d sih·E:r thal had bt•e,o 
Caken from fheJewisb people. 
Nye :llld Dellon took the ""1oOt" and boried it in rhe-ir 

foxhole , thinking that after the ,,,a r was over and iftbev 
sunrivtd, thc·y would r eturn and dig ii up. Ddion di;I 
not sunive Che nar hut N,>e diet He informed a " person 
in the koow .. about the- "1001" thc:y had b uried and 57 
ycnn: later, the items were found, $Old and the money 
J,'l:iVtn to Children's H:e lit f. 

Dave said bt sta:,·t'tl in touch witb Ws family v'ia V­
'.\l:til, w hich beseoi onC'C n Wt'('k and he received :, letter 
from Ms romily !lh(')ut once a week. :\-fail call was 
somethin g rn look forward to - he was ahrn:,·s loukinJ: 
for· a letter from bomc aud if he d idn'l gtt ooe~ he. fell it 
Iii.lie dowo but wb('n one d id come through, he was 
clntc-d. He did not lea\'(' a $WCt.theart at hOml' when be 
went to the servke- he ,aid he was too youo~ to th ink 
about girl$ a t that time! 
He. was in Ru rope fora )'t ar after the war wos (l\'Crnnd 

Urc-d h1 an tl}Hlr tml'nt hou-.c, j ust across the strN·t from 
cam p and the mess hall. ' l'be food was good and lht men 
entert:iined the:m..seh·es by playiui; l>Ok~r :u·ouod tbt 
dock. Sinc.-e poker ,~:,so't Oave'.s fo,•oritt' thing to do, he 
went to th<" movies rort njoyment. 

He: d id stt the movie sfar . .\-1:trlene Oiefl'icb. a 
German-born gal who (awe to lhe United Statts 
because ~he h.ated HitJer. After the Wir "as O\!Cr, 
se, ·ero.1 of tht :;,uys dressed up and put on playsso they 
could entertain the m<·n 11s well as'"kill t ime.·' 

Uavc d idn't have enou~h poiuh to 1:0 home wheo. the 
war was O\'er, so he \\'tlS transfl~rrcd to rhe 13• 
Mdinilncc company whose job it was to kecp all the 
vehiclc,s in repair. He didn't actually do an\•ihinu e.tcept . . . 
supervisesevcrul Ger m:tl\ mt n who wer<• paid to do Lhe 
work. During this time, O:we had a thr ee-<lay pa.ss to 
France :incl anot11n tbn~e--dny pass to Swit7.erl:tnd. 
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Dave Perko re1nembers ..... 
l3oth fu n trips btcnusc the wnrwas O\'er .-od the worries 
lcsi troulJlc·some. 

The A.merican troops were ilh~ays softhe.lrted and 
wuuld sa ve H sliCl" of b1•e:.1cl. a toll or :i biscuit from their 
1nenl ft1 the. mtss h:11) so they t'ould sba.re with ihe 
children in the area. The Germans didn't b:o ·e an 
abundance of food right af{er the m ir w:1s over so they 
relished c"cry bite of food given them. 1'hc children 
co.lied white bre.-id c:.-ike. :.u:ul looked fo r ward to 
receiving thcirtrcoL 

Om· of tht f:ither'S, a Mr. Hehl~ invited t he guys for 
Cbtistwas d inne.r and they all (•njoyed playing chess 
wil,l\ a former t'ntmy! The two little boys were experts 
on the vh'llin and rhc guys p aid for th~ir i•iol.in :rnd p iano 
lessons. Dave received letters from Lhe rarnHy for 
?i:e., ·tr :d yt:1rs - letten telling him tht bOJS: were doing 
g1·eat with their playiug,. lk th~mks God that be didn't 
have a hatred fo r the former eoemJ'1 b ut, he said: 
'"\.Vhen yon were there, you hsd to do what you bad to 
do." 'f hcrcwH a w1arto be fought aod fight they d id! 
\\'hen he did gc-1 back to the s tates, his fa ther met him 

a t the railroad· station. which was aboul twc·nly miles 
from tl:leil' home (nt that time) ii, Ashland, Ohio. His 
dad was not a huJU!C·r, burO,we got a h ug when they met 
uud wltcn he :,rrl\•ed h on1e. receiYed hu5tS from his 
sister :rnd motber. His you nger brotbe,r· w:1.s iu the Ajr 
Yon·,cso I.here \\':lS no homecoming with Wm llOtil later. 

Onvc Solid lie bad no regrets a bout being in the .scrvfoc. 
bu( ,t·ould not w:ll)t to ch, it ag:1int Every generation has 
to dosoroeLhing to maintain Ufo .. Libcrcy and the p u.rsuit 
of hap1,iness and c,•eryone has to be willing to do lbdr 
part, wb:lfew:r that happens 1'0 l>e. He thinks every 
generation has ti> n:.•disco,·<• r the reality of a lh-ing Goct, 
who ,, :mt.s c,·c r:,,·cntt to honor and respect Him and itU 

hum11nitv. 
Adjusri~~ to .. life a fh: r wnr" was not hard for Dan. He 

said there is always an adjustmtnl factor that one goc~ 
th rout ll 1ml e-vtt)'one. b.a:s to work throul:h tbllt 
lndividual1)1. ,\s rn ueh :ts une w<m hl like to see 1heend of 
war, war tan't end undl men's he.arts al1.! c.haoged. 
\\':trs a rt caused by man's inhu manity to man find a re 
cau!\td by 1)U.tl'S gl'eed. JJ one :.,Hows tlu.• conditions 
around thew to warp tht•i r think iu:;, th<·)' " 'ill ne,·t r be 
a t pear.e with themsch·e.'i. No matter what one bas been 
throu5th, tbt')' h;we to feel <'Onfident that they were port 
of somtth.ing that h~,d to be done and tbaokful t.bllf they 
d.id their p !trt. 

Ris father owned a fa rm where they Uv\?d .-ncr mo,·ing 
from Cltvtl:rnd. Dave workr.d nn the farm whh his 
fnchcr at oigbt \\>bile hi,S day job was in a nnluufacturing 
shop. Later, io 1957 h e wwkcd for a mappiut cow.1,a.oy 
whr.n~ they did 1>hotomctric mapping. While in their 
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emplo~'ment, be attended night school where hc took a 
r.(u1rsc in 1>ho10111ctric nrnpplng and passed wJth flying 
colors. 

The company w hl•n· ht was ntxt tmp1oyed went 
" bust- nbiJe- bC' nas on bis honeymoon. and the payroll 
cbec.ks bounced! Nioetee1) days l:ttcr, he went tu work 
for Unr.lt~ S am o t. the US Gcologi<:111 Sun'C)' 
department, where be stayed onril bl1; retireme.nt. The 
l:tsl twche yta r.s of eruploywe.ot be was LI) tbe ~ational 
Cardlo Craplllc lnfo1;matioo Cente r. One c,f the bcs'l 
prognims ht was engaged in was ot Boch>g, where they 
we.re building flying model,; of t he TP'X, and the 
helicopters that contrnllcd it He helped provide the 
ground co\'era~e " itb tbe TFX uud<•r-ueatb tbew ii\ 
modula r form - the fir-st of Its kJnd. They didn' t b uild it, 
they just supplied th e data fo r it. 

Dave is •·etfred from Topo .\tap Unit uses and lfres 
with his wife iu ViJ,;iu.ia~ ·'the btar'l of b.istoty laod.'' He 
attends church with Keo1 Hailey, n hose father was one 
of tht• r('j!imenlal oft1cers in the 254'' and he scn·cs on 
2S K-UROS (God's S1>ecial T ime) teanu: when· they 
cooduct,,,eekc.nds _in p r i.s(mli:- Re has aJso,.cn,<•d for the 
pnst thirty ;wars, and is still str\1ng, as a once-weekly 
, ·olunt<:cr M the Fail'faX Adu lt Dercnrion Center doing 
Jll('ntoring:111d prayerull. 

A few ye:trs :1go Dnvc rcturucd lo Germany OJl a 
b usine.'ls trft> where lie spent three or fo1.1.r djys going 
tl1ro11gh some of the p l:l C.CS where he had been during 
the war. ~"1ost he d id not rccog,11iz<'d- thcy ,•ftre totally 
moclerni~.ed and very diflcreut. 

Sine<' returning home a fter WorJd \\'ar TT, Da\'C, 
attended the 63"1 lufanfr)' Oirisio1) reun.ion th:1t w:u 
held in (he Nol'theru Virginia area, and he has kept in 
touc.h withst\'C-ntl oftbeuhot.slu)I.$." 

na,'e and llih'I Tmcn Van House were married 
Ko,1cmhcr 12, ! 962 iu 1he S1. Charte.s Cafholir. ( :hu rc.h 
in Arlington. Virgin1.1.Sbe sen·ed i.n the WAF'and spent 
some time io Sp.tin bef11rc they were umrrietl, They ate 
th e ()fl rents of two daughters and fourgr:mdcb.ildren. 

l\.far"y EU.i~beth i" manic.Ii to Hrnr.e "rid well and they 
ti,,·e in Charlotte, ."forth C:,trnlio:t with (btir two 
children Lau nm Gr::tcc, age ~i:\ trnd four ) e:11rold J ames 
Ot1vid. Kathrr11 Aun ond her husband, John Anthony 
Avtni Uv-e in £ as, Wind"o1-. New .fcro.f:y. They arc the 
pareots of Katie t: tcanor, thii1ct'n and Tiruothy Jaw es, 
Sl'\'Cn, 

D,westill does se,,.eoty percent o.f hi~ o" n yurd wurk. 
lib hobbi<'s an· staying 1,hyt:;icnlly, mentally ond 
spi.riwally activc :rnd to bt· thankful for fritnds:. 
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''Rambling'' Lynch had a life 
before and since the 63rd Infantry Division 

by/Q}ln S. Lynch 

After sending vou my obsen::itious in rt.-gard to Uncle 
Sam•~ ,,:,c:tt.ion· for tbe World War II foot soldie.rs. r 
thought Jt might be Lime: r ltlhl you about orhertvents in 
my H6 plus yc::irs. 

I am tht· oldt.>s t of four. l h:'H·e ~ brother who is $2; a 
deceased sis1t•r aut.l :l youngl'r 11·i.ster wbois81.1 grew up 
in rural Pe11Us,·h·•1nla on a d:dry form wh1~rc ~·e hnd the 
wl1olc opera I ion, inc;luding retail sa les and delivery of 
the product. 

We wtt'(• J..U.ilh from the vill:tge that we stn·cd nnd 
where l atu:oded high school. \ \'(: 9lso lh.-1•fl a hnlf m ile 
from thtonc-roomschool rhnt he.Id all eight :;:.rad1•s. 
When I got my firs-t furlough frnm the cOst:ll dtfcnst• of 

Puget !found, 1 ca.mt hom<• and married Vi oo March 4, 
1943. \Vhjle we were being married, a J>r:tcticc 
bladmut was c:allcd in town! 

I had first ml't Vi at an £pworth League Party ait the 
:\1cthodist Churc.h iu btr towu iu 1936. \Ve h:u,I 1.b,e high 
school yc·:m, to ~njoy. 

When the drnft \\:u: 1>ut into cffoct, 1 w:is deferred fo r 
:llmost fou rycnrs u ntil my brother (in isht:d high school. 
Many of my custoi:uerswo11dered bo\, I ll\oidcd goi.og 
off to bask tr:.1i11int:, but Uocle Sam sent for me only 
when 1 c.ould be spared at home. Ther<:fore I was 
seven I yen rs older than most o f Che men r scrYed wirh. 

Vi and I livc-d in Bremerton, W;;isbiu:;:ton unfil I was 
ordered to ~o rn C:.uup Van l>oro at CentrtvUJe, 
Mississippt 
After di-.chargc from the servkt, I wor ked as a 
mechanic until 1948 and then we OHn-<•d to Buhimore 
where Vi'ssistcr.s were cstahli.she-cl. 

r took a job at an Esso Stillion while waiting for 1111 
opcnit1g in vending. Then I hirt.<I on \Yitb Canh-cn 
Corpora tion whert I spc·nt the remaining yea,·s Ut)dJ 1 
retired in 1989. In 1953 we buu:;h1 :t hoi:ne iu Glen 
Burnie, aboul hm miles south of Balt:imorc and haYc 
done· many imprO\'l!men tssincethat time. 

We have two sons who a rc shooting enrbusfasts. The 
oldtr son is a Boi.lerm:tktr (\\'cider) with eoou,gh 
service to retire: if he chooses. Out' youngtr son is a 
Special J£'duc.:nion Teacher in We~t. Virgini:l. His hobby 
is Rlack ·Powder Shooters at Camp Shenandoah, 
Vir~inia and he has many2uus.iudutling a canno1). 

1 will be 87 on June 28, Vi will be 87 on October 8 and 
on \.farch 4, we celebrated our (,4'l wedding 

llllrti\·ers-ary. 
Postscript: Before stndio~ this 10 you, the latest issue 

of the B/ood,md Fire arrived and wt otn: dclii;hted to 
see JU)' time- with Unc.le Sam in print nlong with the 
p icture. 'l'b:mk )OU so rnuch. T 9m Ii Ure J :m Casey v.ill 
t110.nk you ror printing her letter on paic 37. Hlffe is a 
b rid' note about tht Cnst'y family. A ftN· htr husband 
Roy died, she bec.'lme lbe µo stm:tsfer in their town. 
Wben wt- lin,f visit,d Chem, Roy was a rural cttrdera.nd 
b~d the nrunc CASEY on the license plak of his J eep. 
T he,ir first born WM killed by nrnnin~ into a tcm enf 
head w:tll on a culvert 011 oul' or their local roads. Roy 
rttir(.-d aftcr28 ye-.ars :ts :t mall c~rr'icr. 

Visit Website to 
find detailed history of 
63rd Infantry Division 

Vhit tlrn 63'" Infa.otrv Olvlslon Web Sire page at 
btt://www.63rdinfdiv.eom· ro find a detaifod histciry of 
the 63"1 Infantry J)i\oision, lrlcluded is a listing of uolt 
awards. descripliuus or baUles, n listhlg of b:Utlc :and 
non-battle deuth:t~ dc-.eriptions and V'icws of all 63,. 
lnfantl"\' Dh'i$iOn memorials. 

Tliere ar(' also Ole'c r 1.000 pictures of the men in 
l rnining, i.n comb,lt. and on occu1,ati(U1 duty. 

You will 1ind 11 list of all memorabilia i t('ms for sale, 
information about n ·unions, 11nd inquirit) from 
ruemhers and relatives scan:bini; for ioJorwatloH 
about members or buddj1:s_ plus an 11lphabtfic.11l listing 
by unit of nll 63"' Infantry Di,·iSion Assodation 
members, a Ii.sting of rehttcd web sire, and other 
inform:Hiou c,finterest to veter~rns. 

Webmaster Fn:d Clin10n, r> 254, is seekini;: photos 
:1.nd mcmorahilia ima~es to bt' induded on theweb~ilt. 

Send p hotos by email to jnydfot(a:;tc:uuca¥t nl!t or by 
regular n1ail to Frc<l C lintoo. 102 S. Jenkins Stred, 
Alexandria, VA 22304. Fred's phone number is 703-
7SJ-754R. 

All items will be ret11rned when prnct~ in.g b~s been 
co,upltttd. 



Moy2007 15 

Who were those guys? 
by Bob Mccourt. I & R 154 

This is aoo1her ooe of those memories that had 
d ropped out o( my mind fo r many years. I don' t even 
recall t.he exact loc.adon or where 1hls occurttd, b ut l 
b<'lje,·t I ,fasn't doin~ much when I received:, message 
b)' run11er to r('po11 to regimental hc.adquartcrs 
im.mediattly, if oot S<JOner. S ince the invihHion was so 
dearly defined , T wtnt O\'er thcrt right GWII)'! AIJ the. 
cime r '"as wondering what l had done wrong. This 
en tire incidenrmust have been in Ccr many. 

Just as I arrivL\d, I w14.s md by a person 1 had uevet' 
seen before; he h,1d ::i Sil\'Cr eagle on bis c.oll:lr :dong 
with an insignia I d idn' r recognh:i:-. He told me h> ••Jake 
these 1''f0 men back to divi11ion headc1uartcrs." S ine(• I 
d idn't recognize this gu,·. 1 look('d :)round for somt-0Jl<' 
to confinn this order. At th:tt tlme the rtgirueot:d S2 
(Jntdligence Officer) .spoke up. He told me there was :l 
p l:mc waitin1,t Id division to tak(' these two men to 
Loudon. Aft('r dc-lh'c:·rio.(: thtse me1t, 1 was to b1t ng back 
n receipt. I inquired just what the bell was goi.og on and 
was told in "ery definite ter ms that ,\ :u none or my 
b usinl>s~. 
Tbt rwo men \,·ett emaciated , fil thy, un-shaven a nd to 

top it aU off. wen wearing 'the blue stripL"Ll pajamas. 
w hich w:ls lhc u niform or concentration C:.lmp 
prisoners. They weYe holding a tattered s:1ck which 
apparently contain ed their m eager possessions, und n 
b.:-at up bo.x containing who k nows what. They.sat in ti.Jc 
back scat of the jeep an d awny we- went! I had bttn 
supplied a map w hich wns marked with the lc,cntion o f 
d ivision hc-adquartcrs. 

The triJJ toC1k ~• little over nu hour in total bladwul 
conditiorlS so our speed wos minimal. All the \\ay we 
tried to t;1lk to these guys in lfoglish, Frcnt~h, German, 
and even high school Spnnish. Th<.·y would not 
acknowledge any or tbtst. T h,•y rc·w:d..11ed (ot:dly s iJe-nt 
for thM•ntirt tplsode. 

We cklh•cn:d them and got a rN,c-ipt as ordcrc·d fl nd 
hl•adl•d b:tc k to where we ea.me fl"()m. \Ve, of course, 
IJcc.amc mon.'\turious all tbe tllue. 

After ,ve got back to regiment, l went in a nd ha oded 
the r«eipt to the n...-gimcn tnl commander and asked irT 
was now <-'xcust•d , Ue told m<· to wait a fewminut('S, a nd 
then cleared 1.he rootlJ of all persons excep t him and me. 
Re expJ:ti.oed the reascm l was t:hoscu w:i~ that I had a 
Top Secret clcorance. He said b(' didn't k now where l 
rN:('i\ltd it but ic was still in foyce. 1 tolcl him it must 
h,we beeu a holdover from my eal'lier days in 
:rntfalrc~ft. He fu.rther elaborated T had officers 
truining as an avi!ltlon e.adct, ond I wns cxp<'ctcd to 

conduct myse-lf accordingly. That me:ios. keep your 
mouth shut! He a lso told me I w:U responsible for lhl' 
~tt.urityofmy driver. 

I-le told me these rn·o men were ltali:ms w ho were 
members c,f British .:\U-5) which was amt i.s their (the 
Br itish) supcr setrt·t foreign inttllige.acc ngency. The 
Br itish h:ld placed these two m('n into a concentration 
camp four years earlier and th ey daily sent ont rndic, 
reports tc, the Brit~. TbL\ fac.t UH•sc two u1c11 ha ll 
survi\lt.d W:lS astou.ndlng. The box t.hcy carried was 
their radio. 
I suspect there is far more to this scory, b ul ii probably 

will ue\ltr be told. 
1 came away with lbe np1>reci.1tlon oft.ht bravery of 

men who W(;I'(; :thlc; to ::u~c:omplish what these had rtnnc:. 

Koziolo 
seeks 
information 

Herr Michael S. Kc.n:i:tl is :.-tjourn:tlisl a nd 1111.'m l.,er of 
the staff or the Schn·acbisc.b Jfall Newspnpcr. He is 
sea1·ching fo r forme1· mcmben of the 63"' Infantry 
Division 255'" Infantry R1..-ginl<·nt 3" Btltt:tlion wbo 
might he at,lc t.o gi\'e him ,•nluahlc information. P:1rts 
of thh1 Oattnlion found art airplane assembly plant in 
the woods neal' Schw~ebi«h Hall on April 20. 194S. 
The :,rea is speclfied i.o. the war diary: "in the area 
h,:t-wcc.n .S 510585 :md S 5 10-S." At thi.s time thc:rc hud 
bc('n a lot of parts of lbe- air-plnn<•s in lhl' woods. 

1n the p;;i.st be has J)ublishecl two books about 
Schwaebisch Rall airfield in the subu rb Hesseu lal: 
:.Rusruog. Krieg t:uld Sklavcrci"' and "Flkgcrhorst -
Home 6::ise."The l.lst one is: in En~Ush :rnd in Cerman. 
Until L993 Scbwaebisch Uall airfield was tbe l:lome of 
GSArmyAir Foree Unjf.$. Ttwas their.request lo do so. 

The firSt German jN Mc 262 w:l.S mou nttd in 
Jlascnbuehl \Vood.s. Herr Ko1iol is hntrtsted in 
information and pichircs about thi~ fi na l as5embly 
plauf. It was rather imporhm t. IJL•i::..usc ubout 460 to 
1500 airplnncs"'ere builtln 1.he Schwaeblsch H tlll area. 
T he to\\·n ofSchwabisch Hllll Germnny is also trying 

to locate the US Officer who took action to save t heir 

• CO',1'111,U0 ON f',\(; t l(i 
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chu.rch during the attack on and oce111>:ition of 
SchwllhiSch H~II. This ::inack 0Hu rrcd on April l 9. 
Tht> buildi~ wa.s burning and the people or lhal t:i(y 
llskcd an u nlrnowo US Offic-A~r for h elp, and received 
the help utC'dctl by forming a fire,.brig_ndt. of th rte or 
four me.n thus sovtng Lhc: building. Now tl1ty would 
like ro loc:1tt that offie<'r and/or hi,s family. 
lfvou h:t\'e infor·matiou llrnt would hel.p Btl'r .Ko-.tial, 

plt~11e Write him at Zuw HoltJc S, 0-7452.3 
Stbw:.1eblsch ffoll. llcrr Kozi-al's em::iil addrtss is 
1\:fichucl.S. Ko7,i::tl@online.de 

Sc/ilegel needs lielp with 
history of Aclien, 
a village in Franc_e 

Sc:h1tsticn Schlcgc1 is looking for n'l'itten and 
photographic document's on tbe history of his 
vill:tgc, Achcn, France, and is: asking members of 
the 63"' Infantry Division for their hel·p. 

He is interested iu hearing from mcmhcrs of the 

l'ltc followln.g deflth,t were repnrt~ ufle.r the Februa,y 
i._,sue was p ri1tte,l, Please notify th e s1u:reiury whe-11 y ou 
lmsr of th e death ofaperso11 from the 6.'r. 

Leo Vc:rn Addin~ton, IIQ 254, died March J4, 2006. 
His widow, Lcmise, Jh·e5 at 3617 Vill:1ge Drive, 
Anderson. L'l 46011. 

C harles E. Ball - .M 254 - died Ju nc 4, 2006. He w:1s 
Lifo !\u in her 127M. 
WilliamJ. DNI -K 2S3-died Marcia 18, 2007. He li,•ed 

at 175 )tcKnij:ht Rd. :'I #11 6. SL!'aul.M:'155110. 
John G. '8n,1ce - HQ 254- dit.dJuly7, 2006nt his home 

in F:irnwillc, VA. t=re. was :1w:1rded th<' SiJVl'r Star, 
Pu rple He.art and Bronw Star. 

Dun Hulovicb - Mt> 63 - d itc.l J ulJ 18. 1972. This Is 
iuforurntion seot bv his son, Richard Brooks, who is· 
Ufr#l604. 
Kenneth L. Chnsc-A·r2sJ- dJed September 13, 2006. 

This information w:ts sen( by h.is 500., William 0. 

255'" Reghncnt troops who hBVC p ictures t hey took 
or drawings Oley made ut the rime Ibey moved into 
position at Ac hen, Frau cc on J::tuuary3, 1945. 

l>r:h\'lngs of Ach en Jhttlcs would also be a 
welcom e additio1J to bis h istory proj ect. 

A nother date he is interested in ha.,,UJ~ 
inform:1tion on is Jan uary 21, 1945 ,,·hen t he 63..a 
Infantry Dl\'isiou advanced throu~h Achen> 
France. 
If you have a nythinJ;! that will help Scbe:acl, with 

the history of his town, r>le.ase write hiin at 4, r ue de 
Cond $'1c, 57412 Acben, Frnncc 

Think It Over 
J am folly :,ware that my youlb bas been spent 
T hal your :;:t( Uf> :uul go h:1s got up and wtnt 
.But l really don't mind,,, h<:n I think ,,itb a ~rin 
Of all the grand 1>1::ices my ict up ha~ been. 

A IIOIIJ't/ll>US 

Chase, associale Ufe member #1900, who liw.s a t 5185 
Turkey Point l<rl., North ta.st, MD 2190 1. 
JohnT. Coni1rd J r- U 255 - died J.1uu:1ry 9, 2007. He 

lived at5-670ld Uuiuu Rd., Vnioo,SC29379. 
Richard I\'(. Elcb.ili. F 254- Lift mcmber#IS72 .. ditd 

Aprll 111 2005. Jlis wife Helen livts at 3 L 10 Mnnfcasr le 
Orivl', Aiken,SC29803. 
Richiml 1-.,agenstrorn - F.G,U 253-died Dec:emb<'r2J, 

2006. No furLher io.formaUoo was :wo.ih1.hle. 
Harold Fag:; - C ·255 - Ufe Mtmb<'r #1563 - d.ied 

March 4, 2002. JJis wifo lfrc:s a t PO .Boi 212,S('dcyvillt:, 
IN4 787S. 

Louis E. Plaig - C 254 - cUtd March 29, J 995,. No 
fu rther information wa." a,•ailahle. 

Norh<:rt S. Ji'orcheskit Sr - TI 155- died .Febru.ar.,, JS, 
2007. His daughter, Kathy Shanks liYes- .-iC 4070 County 
Lin e Rd .. \\'in.field1 PA17889. 
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Celebration of life ••• • continued from page 16 

-Stafford C. (Stevt) Gauldin -C 253 -dicd Scpttml,t.r 
14; 2000. No Iu.r'lher'ioforination was :nnilablt. 
Maurice ''Red" JI eudrkkson -AT 255- Ll.fe Me-mbe,r 

# 1400 - d ied Janun.ry 15. 2007. J::lis wife, J q:m, Jj\'l'$ a t 
PO Box 214,Shickly, 1''1-:6!1436 
Dar rell H. Hite- RE CONN 63 - died L972. No further 

ioforn:iation was a,·11ilablt, 
Uonalcl M. King Sr.- 1 ZS3- ffled Pebruai:y 12, 2007 of 

a h<·art nUack. lfis friend. As~ociatc )fombcr .James A. 
Grtgg • .rtporled hii; death. 

Chester W. J\1t1doronski - G 254 - uo death date, nor 
anyfurtberinform::tti,oo wa.sgin~n. 
Albert A. McCoy- B 263 - died Febru ary 5, 2006. He 

w:1.s Life !)'1.embl·r#9t7. llis ,rue l\':rncy, !ins at 127 15 
Grifilog Dl•·d., :-;<lrlll Mia ml. JIL33161. 

R<h\ftrd L.MeCratb K254 - dicd ~farch 26,2007, 
llis v.-ile. Janke live-s at :i02 l Am bc.- Pio.cc Drive, St. 
Loui.s,i\1063128. 

Harold Milh:t- AT 255 - died i\ovembcr 2006,jusl a 
few days b efore his 95'• birthdn}', Harold hud :.iUended 
:tll b ut tht firsi two l'\Mionlll Jteunion.". 

Willia.m G. ~m•phy - SV 253 - He waJ Life Member 
#589. His wife, Eu.nice, lin-:s al 7303 M~ple I'err~ce, 

Donald 0. King, Sr.1 81) 1>assed nwsy at his h<)me in 
Farmland. lndian.1 ou February 12, 2007. He i1Uended 
,---,::,,---=7 .,.,,,,.,., J?~1nnl:tud Schools and 

wtls honor:1b l y 
discharged from the U.S. 
Anny. Ue st:r\'td iu I 
Company 253 in the 63'-~ 
Infantry Di\Tision from 
MUrch 3, 1944 to fdny 6, 
1946, He received h ii 
b:,sic fr.aio.iog in Camp 
Wailers, Tc-"as and his 
OYCrseas tl"a ini n g tit 
Camp V an Do r n in 
lVfusi.s:-,ip1>i. 

aodretired in 198~. 

He worked as a ~bchioe 
Ope1·~tor :lt Bacon 
Americ.ln for 17 ptars, 
Westin_glu) usc. forl5 ye.u-s 

Su rvivors indude bis wif~ Wil:tdcan; two ~ons, 
Donald .Jr :illtd wife Peggy. Robert aud wife Mary: one 
daughter, Donna J. Petty anl.l huslnrnd Colin: thrte 
b rothel"'S: rhrec ~ister~; ~even grand.:hildrcn; s ix step­
grandchildn •n; four~rcat-j?randcbildren and fivc: ,"tcp 
grcul-i:;ntudchHdreo. 

Wou·wolosa, \Vl 53213·3152. 
T hom:ls E. Quinn -A 255 - died .Tunt 15, 1987. His 

son•in•law, Tc-renrt M. AuStj.'!tU of Munsrer, Indiana 
s1:ut llili notice. 

J:>::isco "Sam,. Roman- K 254-died Dtrt'luber9. 2006. 
R<: was Life Member #1683. His ,,1fe, \\'.md.1. lh·cs at 
6382 8..-eckeuriditeCircle., take Worth, li"l. 33467. 

Robert E.Sa_yles - H Q 254- diedApril 2007. Htlh-ed 
M4243 ''M" Drive. ivashough, \VA 98671. 

Way ne L. ScoU - M 254 - d ied August 20, 1976. No 
forfhcrinfonnation w:is aniln.blr . 
Robert W. Selton - C 253 - d ied Nov<•tuber 2-006. m s 

\\ ido'"'·• Rni1yn, Ii\ es at 15 Wagon Road, HiltoJ) Head, 
SC29928. 

Edward B. \\'al.ke.r JI 1-di~d April 28, 2006. No fu rthCY 
W<u·wation w:as available. 

J:1mes E. W ilson - Mf.D 263 - d ied January 2, 2006. 
His lust known address was 3512 Bev:1n Ruad, ~­
Versa illes, rA 1.5137. 

011.vid \V. liWlt - liq <.:o 3.,. llattalion, 254", died 
February l6, 2007. His d:rnghter,Sand)' Hunt r<'ported 
his de;ith. No further inforrno.tionwas available. 

Answered P,Aayer 
'PQl!Qwing ~· a1w1lter µcm Roma11 K<Jrct,ynski wrirtcn 111 
!tis wife while I,~ ,..,,s al Camp vn,, norh. 

tOoii;htm.y be a rt is loud~\ 
And my Llu;ug_hts :tllseeru togo 
Backanosstheendless miles 
To a e.erta.in 1>lace l k now. 
Where one~o rair and l<wtly 
Pnuk'i at 1ht close of d:.l>'· 
Aod clasping hand~ befort> her 
Ueginssilcntly to pray. 
She's praying for His bltssUlg 
On heronennd only love,. 
Aud I'm sure that He can hear her 
As.lie looks down from abo~•t. 
It.seems my l1cur1 grows lighter 
As I thinkofherb:,ck there, 
F'or I am su re ,-h ave 1he blc.1,slng 
T hat came in answer to heq, rayer. 
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A word from your buddies ... 
25.,' Rt2im~ 

·wuey .Ntwnrn11 -A Company info rmed u5 lb:ttbiszip 
cQdc had cb:rnged a11d iddcd that he really t njoyed 
rceieiving the R/Qqd a,,d Pire. He lh·cs In rig<'on Forge, 
T('nne&SCC. 

Clement E. Capasso - C Company, sent this note: 
"We aJ'e doiu~ t;Ood. I recently hatl surgery for n:ctal 
cancer. Am lo remission now ilnd foe.ling well." Re and 
Ct1m1eln 1ivca1~fom•~ River, New .fe.r-$'.!f-

Max<'y Orooks Pattenon - I Company, wrote: 
"~thte(•J) :wd r nill celebrute our 57'• wedding 
a».o.iversary onAprll 1, 2007. I am St yen rs old :1nrl dill 
play ing golf. We h.1ve not missed a reunion since 
Cindnu.Hi iu 1995. t have wrilteo a book about the 2..., 
PJatoon, Co I, of the 253,. Regiment. The tiUe, of the­
book is '•I\Jt-n of th..- Second Platoon." .M.any pich1tes 
from U1(: bc.,ok cao be s1.-eo on tbe 63"' Dh·ision website 
al @ rw,63rdinfdiv.com. 14, sec thc!ie t hree p:.igcs of 
pich1m, scroll down 10 lbe bottom e1f the rrnge and p ut 
in "miscpbotospa~e86'• then t hl"tk p ngc 8:7 :rnd then 
pa:;;,c 88. Enjoy? Maxcy and Kathleen Jj-.,,e in C lemson, 
South Carolina. 

Nicholas r . K ::ipes·is - M com1,aay - wrote-: •·Lo!it my 
h<1me in Katrina .llurricane. Am trylnt: to ~ct r id I)( 

colon c:unccr. Was radio mun for forward observers 
:wd wHb tb e Division from beginning te1 the e nd. Cod 
lUcs.s nil.,. Nicholas lives in C o,ing ton, Loui.siun0. 

254 Re~!.!!J£.!!1 
John N. Owen - L Comp:1ny1 sent a h ricf note .saying 

he w::is moving :md not to send the Ma)" issue or the 
Blood um/ Fire until he has a new address. 
Art Clau(cr -Service Comp:my wrote: "X\'e have bee n 

m:arrled 65 years, have three childrtn a nd six 
grandchildren. Health is reasonabt~ ::zood. Wt spend 
our summtrs in a mQuntain cabin :U au altitude of 
1 L,000 feet. l p:lrtkuJ:.rly Like: the articles in the latest 
ls.sut of the 8/o,,d and Fire frnm two ofrhc 63"' Oivision 
m embers whost military urc p11rallclcd mine. S i.nee 1 
am the ed.itor for a lilHe $ix-page-paper tha t ;;oes oul 
twice a year. I know bow much time you muS'( put in lt) 
hnve It all ran togcthc.r. Thanks for :1 gre:it ,,a.,er!'' 
They live in Gene."l·a, flli uoi..s. 

Robert T. Ziemke - l) Comp:rny sent this utl.'ssagl': 
'·Thank you for 1,rinfiug those t>ictures 1 took at the 
reunion lo Kentucl.·y. In my b()0k, a p ich1rc is worth a 
tho11~and words;:, birdie in j?0lf is worth u Int; a n eagle 
i.s worth a fortui:te. Jam worth a lot b u( nut rt for tuul' l I 
am sending a copy or Ille n t\\S 1 ,mjoyed 1n our loc.al 

new~papcr last J u ly. Perhaps J'Ou could use it in the 
Blood am/ Fire." Bob Ji,•e~ in MrKeesJ)or-1, P,1. (editor's 
,wti': l.,ook fc,r this stor:r elsewhere in 1llis is.sue. of th~ 
IJ/ond and Fire. 11 is tided Old T'iml'n. In l..e~gue of 
T heir Own.) 

Harold P. Miller - L <:nmpany bad this to say: ")ly 
<'hildl"tll pa ht my Life Membenhi1J as did lhethildl"('n 
of R. Peter Uansen. but I never rcc.elved the 63'" 
maga.zine.. Peter Is my brothcr-in-lsw and we were io 
the sao.1.e 'iquad of tweh•e men in the 63"1 Oi\lisioo 254. 
l:lowever. fe ter n:1s in Lhc OM~ion in Mississippi b ut 1 
was shipped over as a replaccmc.nt and sailed on the 
Qottn Mary in ,l:rnuary 1945. Pete .:.od 1 wtrc from the 
5ame hometown it1 [ow:t. l joined the 63'• and wn.s 
assig ned to lbe same Squad tha t Pete was in just p rior 
to the drive to the Siegfri<:d line. I won Id like to rt-c-ciyc 
the m aga.tine a nd mig ht try to make fhe oesl reuniou if 
possible and if my health bolds out" He lives i i:t Suo 
Cit~ Wcsl,A ri l.OIJ:l. 

J ohn Gramt)lini - H,:~1dq u:1rtcrs - sent this me.ssagc: 
"I was with the 2541

• from whtn it w~u ()rg::ml'ted at 
C:unp Van Dorn, Mississippi llDtil tbe wd, then l went 
home on points from Brtrncrhnvcn, Germany. I ain 
sending pictures for you lo usc wht·u thC'rc io; !ipace for 
them." 

255 ac'l!im_cnt 
1-~dmund J . Siol..o:t<uas - I Company, sent this brief 

me-.ss:i.ge: ''T :i.m 81 years old nnd have- Pa r kinson•.~ h ut 
othcrwJsc in good h call;h. We have been married 62 
years and h:we two da ughters.'' ·11c and \'edon2 ljve in 
Mcs:t. Ali.U>O:"I. 

Wayne A r m..stroog - C Compauy - had this to say: 
"'The mystery pk.turn on page38 oft he 1\'ovember2006 
issu'.: oft he Blocnl <uul Fire is me with m y!ion. Toll.I from 
Oewitt. Michigan, 20 associate mt.w.l>rr. lie was k.ind 
euou~h to briui; all hh c.olh.>.Ctio.o of WWII gear to the 
Columbus, Ohio reunion fort\·Crybodyto e xaminea.od 
ga1,c upon. He got lots oh·ery nkc· commc.nts.'' Wayl)e 
lives in Westerville. Obfo, 

Remu~ (Ruy) M b:1ereodi.oo - B Company - sent this 
o.ot.t: "An11ette and J ,, ill he married 57 yea rs this 
coming June 11. We have four c hildri.'n, fi,,e 
~nmdd1Udrtu imd two gr·eat-g,·andchildteu. Bo(ho f us 
are in good heallb - J .i.m 81 andAn n~lte is just :l kJd ~t 

17. Ta,•.oma ls a bit for for us but I hope it is a very 
succc.s~ful n-union. I still keep il'li ( lose- contact with 
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A word from your buddies ... 
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about six Compaoyi,t\1ys. T hank (;od for computers!!" 
Audr ('.,,· easel.la - C Co mpany - is stiJJ livin~ in 

Yorktown, NY. 

Med.Tech. 
Sherman E. Phi11i.ps Comp:m y 253 sent this 111,te.: ~1 

am 85 years old and han my drivers lktt1.se fo r n,·e 
1.n ore )'t'ars. I uin lhc YJedk oo lhejcep with l.t . .Jordan 
in the pkture showo in the May 2-005 js,sut of the Blood 
a1id Fire~ Thao.ks for a gulu.l nu-..gaziue ... lie ao.d 
Catherine lh·c in l ,ymnn, South Carolina. 
l)a\-'id Mark TortcU - Compl'lny 363 wrote: "'May th<' 
59'"' 63" Jnfa(ltry Division Reunion b~ vcl'y successful 
anrl u d ting ror all rhoscwho are able tu :ttteud." 

fMd Artillen : 
GiJbert J. Pasquini - 861 C.:ompaoy ·w1·ote: ·•'l'his 

coming Nonmbcr will make fo r 65 years ()f 1,ciog 
mnrrit.•d, Lillfan and I r.njoy the graml<'hildrtn and 
:;reat~gr:wdchildren. We sold our motor home, a~ 
t r:.1\•Cling for Jong distancts was no longer possible. 
)Jany thanks fo r rhe good work on th<' BfoQd and Fire. 
J' ru sure ther·e are many times when there is so much to 
do. aod so litLI~ lime to do it!. Thanks again." He and 
l .illi::111 live In Hinsd:de-1 Illinois. 

Shirley C:arl Kjmmcrlin:;r, - 63'" Compnny ~ent this 
message: "December 10, 2004 1 became hlind in my 
r ig.ht eye. After th·e lazer surgeries it bt:camc d ear 1 
would never sec light ,~ith my r ·ig hteye. l ban: bad only 
a little tun nel \'ision in my left eye for yen rs. l have no 
deplh perct µtiou and conld not d rive a wht<'lchair 
through a doorway. ! eo_joy rc:ad in:; tl1e Btoo,I u11d Fire 
but sometimes it is a hard thfog to do." Carl lives in 
Anderson= Indiana. 

SIGNAL 
Harold O'Kcill - 563 Company sent thi$ messitgc: " I 

still h:n·e contact with onl)· two former 63"' soldier!,. 
One never joined the. A~soda(ioo and l do oot know 
about che other. Rudy Zam ula wa..(l 1n the 563"" Signal 
with ml' and at 1>r~ent is President of tbt· 83"" Ch'. 
Assoc.iation. He is hu:i.y s.crtiug u1> :1. reunion in 
W:1shington, D.C. Tam in m y fourth year a~ Cha.irmau 
of the VFW Post Bons Fo1'Trnops prc1ject \Vcc!idmatc 
w(' h ih 't scot boxes to over 1800 indiV"idu:d s and over 
l\YO h undred secvnd boxes and st.hool supplies. Our 
daughter, 11atricio, a Navy Captain, is retiring after 26 

ye.1rs. J\ Na,·y (:uptltin is equal to :in Army Bil'd 
Colonrl. Sht out:ranks me,since I only mnde Maj or!" 
Tr<•aey Gibboru - 563 Company, sent this note: "lju!it 

noticed tbe zip code on my ad tln.-ss label is , ery old. 1 
Lh ·e in the s:1me place b ut the zip code has changed, so 
tha t needs to he eorrtcted. I also want to tc.11 you thot 
my :;rcut•graodfather, James f rankJin C ibbcms. a 
Civil War \'t-1.tnm, lived in Clay Couuly. l udfaoa. He 
wa.s abo a lfoosicr!'tl'rc~cy lives i.o Kaples.florid~ 

Ene,ineers 
ban (Sonny) Churirnu - Comp:rny 263 wrote: "'.My 

wife, Or. Carol Cohen Cbaritnn passed ,·cry suddenly 
follon1n Q: suri;:.ery fo r a h~rt c(lndition on l"ebru1rry 6, 
2007. l\'ly addrc1s h m,w 955 f><•bbl<· Dea(b Road, 
Besumonl, CA 92223." 

What if-
by l/11rold O 'lfr.ill, IJJ"" Signal 

Wh:U if th<' Germ,"tnS in the 1:1:ittlc: of the Rulgc had 
re.;iched the sea cutting off the Hritish andAmerk,'tnS to 
tbenor th in Holland aull Gtrmi1uy? 

" :ould the ,·nst air superiority of the 1\JJies ha\·c 
bombe.d the Gen n ans clay uni! night ancl helped s upply 
tbecut-c:,ffh·oopi;? 

Would th£- addilioual fron t liues of on r 300 m iles 
strained Ccrman rtsources·t 

Would an Allied attack from the north and south In 
eastern Belgiu m cutoff the Germans in Belgiu m'! 
Would U1e Allies ha,·(• been bogged dow11 in i:;·rnuce? 
W hat if theAoo.eric.aos h::id de,•elo11ed thc-Awm Bomb 

in 19J4? \ Vould we hl'l\''C bombed the Rhur factories 
:ind German dties? \Voold it ha1-·e led to new attempts: 
to kill Hiller·? 
W hat if the Cenuans bad th\: :1tom bomlJ Ont'! Would 

IJilter ha'>'e homh cd Moscow, London and sen( one­
way bombcn to New York and Wa5hington? 
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SHERATON TACOMA HOTEL, TACOMA, WA 

(253) 572-3200 or (888) 627 •7044 

Moy2007 

The Sheralon Tacoma Hotel is located at 1320 Sroatlway Pl aza. Tacoma, WA 98402. ti's located in the heart ot 
Tacoma betweM Mount Rainier and Commencemenl Bay, adjacen! to the Slcontennlal Pavilion, ancl just a short 
walk to the theatre distncl and specialty shopping, also the scenic Tacoma w3terfront rs about a fiftAen minvte wa!k 
from the hotel. The Sheraton Tacoma Hotel has 319 rooms. Handk:apped and non~smokl ng rooms are SI.Jbject 10 
avallablUty. Please request these special accommodations when making your ho!el reserv:.'ltiom~. EaOh room 
features a cotfoo mak8r, iron, ironing board. hairdryer, AM/FM alarm clock, a11d color TV wflh cable channels. 
Guests may also enjoy tho 24hr on-si1e fitness facility, gift shop, salon, and spa. Pafking a l the ho1el is CtJrrently 
$8.00 for overnight guests. Ch.eek-in is at 3:00 pm and check•out Is al 12 noon. 

The Broadway Grill serves breakfast and lunch reah.iring cuisine of the Pacific Northwest. The Altezzo Ristorantc 
serves d inner featuring authentic ltallan cuisine with panoramic views of Commencement Bay and Mt. Rainier ftom 
the top of th& hotel. 

'I he hote1 does not provide transPQrtation lo a nd from the Sea--Tac Airport. Onoo yov·ve retrieved your luggage from 
Bagg.ago Claim, proceed to the Ground Transportation Booth on the 3rd floot of the parking garage and al'fange for 
transportation. The hotel suggests using Capitol Aeroporter Shuttle Service. please c:;all 800-962·3579 to make 
reservations and to receive departure time information. We suggest making advtlnca reservations due to llmilcd 
availability. Ct1~ntty rates are $25 per person on~way and $45 per person round-trip. Taxi ser lioes are also 
available at about SSO per taxi one-way. 

Th.e hot01 has limited space available fot guests with RV's, if space is needed please contact Lisa Olsen at 253-591· 
4134. Should you r&quire full hook•up service, please call Majestic Manor RV Park at (800) 348-3144 . Gig Harbor 
RV Resort ai (253) 858-8138. or KOA Seattle/Tacoma at (253) 872-8652. Ask for information. re:servations. and 
directions to determl.no which is best for you. The part<:s recommend reservations be mado immediately due to 
l imi1ed $pace and availabillty. 

Should you need to rent a wheelchair for the reunion, Scoo1Around rents both manual and power wheelch.li!S by lhe 
day and week. Please call their loll-free number at (888) 441-7575. 

Vendors, Sche-dules, and Prices aro subject to change . 
............. ····-•-••·•••······-••·•·-···-••• .. Clll HERE AN"O MAIL TO n 1E HO'IEt ........................ ·••••••••• .. ••••••• .. •••••••·..-••• .. ••"••···· 

63"' INFANTRY DIVISION - HOTEL RESERVATIONS 
REUNION: AUGUST 7-12, 2007 

NAME, _____ _______ ___ _ ____ _ __________ _ 

ADDRESS, _ _ _ _______________________ ___ ZIP __ _ 

EMAIL ADDRESS Of avaUablo) ___ ________ _ _ TEU;PHONE # ( 

ARRIVAL DATE ________ TIME ____ , . M/PM OE.P. DATE, ____ ____ ___ _ 

NUMBER OF ROOMS NEEDED ____ _.NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN EACH ROOM _______ _ 

SPECIAL REQUESTS: Wheelchair aooesslble room ___ Nonsmoking room _ _ __ King Bed ___ _ 
Two Double Beds ___ Bed types are not guaranteed 
RATe $99 + t3x (currently 13.5%) SingleJDouble occupancy. 
CUT OFF DATE: 07/05/07. Reservations reoelved ofter mis date will be proce...$$-ecl on t1 $ptlce available basis, ;:il lho 
prevailing pobl tC rate. 
CANCELLATION POLICY: Deposit 1$ refundable if reservation is cancelled by 6:00pm one dsy prior to arrival date. 
Record your cancellation numl>CI. CoJI (253} 572-3200 or (888) 62 '1 •7044 
GUARANTEE: Resel'lations must be gumanteed by <::fedlt catd or first nighfs deposit, encl0$ed. 

MC _VISA _ AM.EXPRESS _ CARTEBLAl'ICHE/DINERS _ DISCOVER _ _ 

CREDIT CARDNUMBER _____ ~ ___ ____ EXP. DATE ____ _ 
SIGNATURE (regardless of payment method} 

Mail to: Sheraton Tacoma Hotel. 1320 a,oadvtay Plaza, Taooma. WA984-02 Attn : Raservations 
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63"1 INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION 
AUGUST 8-12, 2007 

SHERATON TACOMA, WA 

2:00pm - 7:00pm 

Wednesday, August 8 

Reunion Registration Open 
2:00pm History Room open during the duration of the reunion 

Dinner on your own 
7:00pm - 11 :OOpm "Meet Your Buddies Reception" with cash bar, 

snacks. and soft listening music 

Thursday. August 9 

12:30pm - 2:30pm Reunion Registration Open. Additional hours will 
be posted at the reunion, if necessary. 

3:00pm 9:30pm TILLICUM VILLAGE (description follows) 
Meet your Buddies Ready Room open 

Friday, August 10 

9:00am - 4 :00pm FT. LEWIS & McCHORD AFB TOUR AND 
NECROLOGY (description follows) 

9:00am 

8:00am 
10:15am 
6:00pm 
7:00pm 

Meet your Buddies Ready Room open 

Saturday, August 11 

11 :30am Women's Social 
to include a Continental Breakfast 

1 O:OOam Board Meeting 
12:00pm Men's Business Meeting 

7 :OOpm Cash Bar Reception 
11 :OOpm Banquet begins, followed by dancing 

Sunday, August 12 

Farewells and departures 
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TOUR DESCRIPTIONS 

TILLICUM VILLAGE 
Thursday, August 9 

Our advenlure begins at Pier 56 on Seattle's waterfront, where you will board a boal for a narrated 
harbor cruise lhrough Ellioll Bay lo Blake Island. Once there, enjoy clam appetizers before enter ing 
the great cedar longhouse for a delicious Native American style salmon feast with all of the 
accompaniments. VVhile dining, be entertained by a magical stage presentation featuring Northwest 
Native American Culture. A fterwards, reboard the boat to return to Seattle, and than back to the 
hotel. 

3pm board bus, 9:30pm back at hotel 
$93/Person includes bus, c.scort, cruise, and dinner. 

FT. LEWIS & McCHORD AFB TOUR AND NECROLOGY 
Friday, August 10 

The first stop will be the Ft Lewis Chapel for a Memorial Service honoring the members of the 63 rd 

Infantry Division. Then we will pick up an escort officer and enjoy a windshield tour of the Fort. This 
is a closed Post for I Corps, Ranger Battalion, and Special Forces. It is known as the best Mast Unit 
west of the Mississippi. Lunch will be at the American Lake Community Club. After lunch we will visit 
the training facility and meet some of the troops, as well as see some of the base's renowned static 
displays. The group will then head to McChord Air Force Base for a driv ing tour before returning to 
the hotel. 

9:00am board bus, 4:00pm back at hotel 
S451Porson includes bus, guide, and lunch. 

Driver and guide gratt1t'tles oro nol jrtc{uded in the toor (>fl'ces. 
PJctJSC pJM to be ot the bus boNding art~ at ft1ast five mi!lures pn'or to 1/J() schedulsd t{mr,. 

Alf trips f6q11ire 8 m!111mum or lhirty pecple, unfe!is Qll'}(JrwiS9 stated. 

CANCELLATION AND R EfUIIO POLICY F-OR ARMED FORCES REUNIONS, me. 
For ;ittencl88S cancelhlg te<.mion l#t.'livi tio:; prior to tho cot-on dste. A~ FOf't.Cs Roonions, Inc. (AFR) llh111J prcx:ess a fut refund less 
1110 11on-1elundabla AFR reg1wa11on rco ($5 per ~en.on). Attendees eane~!ins 11),;oicn acU-.i"tle-s 3!lertho o.,:-Off date 'M!I bo relunde-d II> 
tl'lc f\Jllcst exton1 lhat AFR's \le:ldor r.ommitmenls and gus,-.anlevs w:11 <•llv-o,; less the notWefurtdt"ltfc AFR regls1rMio11 Mt!. 
Cancoll11tion& wlll only be taken Mon d;ay through Friday from 9:00/!m until 5:0()pm Eastem S !and 11td Time, ,xclvdi.ng holid"l'lys . 
P~se call (757} 625-6401 ¢r cm:iil r;inrol@afn,GOm 10 caooel tr.u.nioci ~,c:tivities and obtain a <:a11001l;;i~on cOOO. R.efunde proe¢$~d 4-. 
6 weeks afte, retinion. Canceling yo~ir hotel resef\'8liot\- does nol <:ancel )'our reunion aaMties. 
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63rd Infantry Registration for the 59th Reunion 

August 8-12, 2007 Tacoma, WA 
Lisled beb\v are all regi~tration, tour. ~nd m.ea1 costs tor <he reun.ion. Please enter how many PO®IC wlll be portlotp~tlng il 
each event and total the amoont Send that amount payable to ARMED FORCES REUNIONS, INC. in tha form of check CH 
fnoney order (no ctedit cards or pr.one rese,v~tion3 socepted). Your cancelled check will se<ve as Y(lur confirmation. 
Returned cttecks will be charged a $20 fea. All rv9itd.1t1tion forms and payments mu!>I be reoeMld by mail on or before JULY 
10, 2007. After th.it d-11ec, tese,vat!ons will be accepted on a SJ)<lce ;)veiilal')le ba$!$. We suggest you make a copy or lhit 

form before mailing. P!eastJ do nol .Maple or tape yoor paym~;.:•:;.":;.";.:oc;lh;.;;.:.•;.:i>:..•m=. -------------~ 

Armed Forces Reunions. Inc. 
PO Box 11327 
Norfolk, VA 23517 
ATTN: 63"' INFANTRY DIVISION 

OFFICE USE ONLY 
Check# ____ Date Received ____ _ 
Inputted Nametag Completed _ 

SPER #OF TOTAL 
CUT OFF DATE: JULY 10 2007 PERSON PEOPLE 

Join us inTacomal Per -
REGISTRATION FOR 2006 REUNION $35.00 Regisl1alion $35.00 
WEDNESDAY, AU GUST 8 ...... ............. .... ... ....... ........... 2:00pm - 7:00pm 
Reunion Registration 
WEDNESDAY, AU GUST 8 . ... .. .... ..... .. .. ... ......•.............. 7:00pm - 11 :OOpm 
Meet vn.,r Buddies, Cash bar, snacks sort liste:nint1 music 

# attending 
FREE FREE 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 9 ..... .. .. ....... ... 8:00am - 10:00am & 2:00pm - 2:20pm 
Reunion Registration 
THURSDAY. AUGUST 9 . .. , . .. ... ...... .. ... .. .. .. ...... .. .. ...... .. ... 3:00pm - 9:30pm 
Tilllct1m Vil!aae Tour $93 i 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 10, .. .. .... .. ....•.•.•... , ....... ... .. .. ....... ..... 9:00am-4:00pm 
Ft Lewis Tour and Necrol--· $45 s 
SATURDAY., AUGUST 11 BOARD MEETING .. , .. , .. , .. . , .... 8:00om - 10:00am 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 11 
MEN'S BUSINESS MEETING .... .. ... .... .. .. .. .. ... .... .... ... ... 10:15am - 12:0o--
SATURDAY, AUGUST 11 
WOMEN'S SOCIAL l11elvd:r'if/ Con6'l,,t.,•!al'~.1SlOlld Er'IIOrt'111lmonl •• 9.00am - 11:3Qam FREE 

# attending 
FREE 

SATURDAY (EVENING), AUGUST 11 
COCKTAIL PARTY CASH BAR ... .. .. .. ..... .. .. .. .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .... 6:00pm - 7:00pm 
DINNER/DANCE (Assigned Seal;ng) . ...... .... ... .. .. .. .. ..... ... 7·00pm- 11:00pm 
Please choose your entrCe for the Saturday Banquet: 

.__!~~Sirloin •36.00 $ 
Chicken Marsala $36.00 $ 
Children's Plale {Chicken Fingers and Fries} $15.00 $ 

GRAND TOTAL due to Armed Forces Reunions, Inc. s 
NAME. _ _ _______________ NICK NAME, _______ UNITiCO, ____ _ 

SPOUSE NAME ______ _____ _ GUEST NAMES, ____________ _ 

STREET ADDRESS, __________________ FIRSTTIMEATTENDEE? ? YES ? NO 

CITY,ST. ZIP _________ ________ PH.NUMBER1-_) __ ·:==c--
MUST YOU ae LIFTED HYDRAULICALLY ONTO THE BUS WHILE SEATED IN YOUR WHEELCHAJR I,i ORDER TO 
PARTICIPATE IN BUS TRIPS? ? YES ? NO (PLEASE NOTET HAT WE CANNOT GUARANTEE AVAILABILITY}. 

EMERGENCY CONTACT _____ ___________ PH. NUMBERL_) __ •• _ __ _ 

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY FOR ARMEO FORCES REUNIONS. INC, 
Fe, e1tendee& canceling r()tmiQn i,ct,;•.•Jti~ prior to th& cut-off <fate. Armed Ft;100:; Ro1.1nion$, lt1e. (AFR) dial! procese a full refund !Eli.s thi 
no,wef\incable AFR r119istrulit111 ~ ($5 J)er ~ ). Attendoe! C<1ncofng roonion ,,cth-ilic$ t1fle1 the cu~ daw will be refunded \'Otho 
f\AeS,j ext Ml Owl AFR·s \'enf.01' commllmenls and 9,1araftlffl$ \ \ill a'low, IU\1$ lht: fl(ln-tt:rundable AFA 1'89.Stra-.ion fee. Can~t1t'tiOM$ will 
only b$ t.ikcn Mond:iy through Friday trom 9:00am until 5:00pm E:,stcrn St:uid3rd Time. cxeludlng h<lllday5,. Please c:;,.11 (757) 62$-
6401 <X' email <.:&fl(ll?fofilaf1'1,cgm to cane.el rets1ion ~vilic:l?J nnd obttlin " C8ncer..lsllon code. R ofund's procosood ~ WQ(lk$ Mtor Mul'liotl. 
CMcel!ngyout hO(ol reservallon 0Qe1; r1Q1 c.i,w yoi. 1e1.1moo a~MUes. 
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- Letters and Opinions -
LOOKING FOR INFORMATION 

I am looking fo r inforwatioo abou t my gruodf:ttber, 
P.ti<.: Stafford C. (Sh!\'I!) Guu.ldin. According to a Siln~r 
Srnr Citation~ be ·was iu C Company of the 253~J 
lufantry Regiment du.rin~ tbt fighting .it Rublogen, 
(;erro . .toy in .Murch 1945. lf anyone out then:- can help 
me, 11lcasl! contact me at tmh,Z@virgin ia .edu. Or his 
d::iughtcr J ulic- at tmhall(~adelphia.net Tbank.s. 

Maxi/all 

HONORING ARMY SERVICE 

Thou~bt this migbf be interestiug lo veterans and 
theirfa.miJfo.s. Tbls c9.me from the VfW l\fag:.w.inc. 

Tl1c US Army h:1st.mbarked on a campaign to thank 
all Army ve-ter-un.$ from :111 genennion.s. Called the 
Freedt.m, Team Salute Co11une11duti<m, ii pro'1idcs a frte 
package of mattrh,b lh:tt i_s 1.10w nv.-1.ilnble~ T he 
pcrscmal.i.ied package includl'S a lap el p in, decal, a 
certi.fic.a te of ttpp recfaticm and a thank-you letter. J.t 
takes four to sixwel'ks- to rceie.ive these werueutos. Seud 
11 letter t Q U.S. Army, Free,lonr Team Salure, 251 J 
Jeffer:um 1/i'glm-'a)', Arlbtgto11, VA 22202 containing 
yollr 1):Hn<", :.ldd·ress, fo r m er rnnk and sta<in,: that you 
received an honorable discharge 

Submit1ed byh'd.K.clly 

PLEASE RENE\ V MY l\,fEl\fllEl;I.SH IP 
My daddy was \Varner .. F'r enc by" Ksue::.uU a nd a 

member of tbt Forty Tbicn:s under Louis Wnrmc>uth, 
O:,dtly d ied March 18, 2003 nnd Ills wife, \\l:1rilyn died 
April 7, 1996. 

Plea.~e renew m y membership fo r another ye.~r. 
Ji fu ry EuJJ.41orris 

ANE\VMEl\ff!F;K.FOUND 
J met $gt. T bolllpsoo in a d rug ste,1re after he noticed 

the 63'"' Division cop f was wearing. Tl1ere is a majc1r 
1.w it of th1.• 63"' here in Mesa .-,1 th e Old \Villi:n.t:1$.AJtB. 
Sgt . Thom1>.son v.:u in tha t command and saw ttNion in 
Bosnia, Ke,1so"o and lnq. He recently left the service. 
Enc.Jc>sed a r e d ues for h vo yea rs memb('rship fo r him. 

fired Clinton and r we re in the Motor Pla tc,(111 togclher 
in O Company 254. 

Jack Sim mote 

UNCLE "BUJ>" CONARD PASSES 
I wouJd like to inform yr,u M 1hc p:is.~in~ or one or the 

6:1"'' s own, wr u.r1clc John Thomas "Bud" Conard Jr. 
He d ied on J :rnuary 9, 2007 at Wnllaee Thomp~on 
Hos11ital i.o Union, South Cftrolin:i. My u ncle WM very 
J>rlvat<' obout hi!. milirary tl:pl~ri<:nc" until just :.'I few 
yea r$ before b(• passed a,,,a)'. J:lt h:u.l w(' look up lhc 
infornrnUou un the 63,. ror him and he contacted 
se,,e r:d of bJs b uddies ond !tome family merub('n:. lie 
kept all the k iters, pictures and ioJormntfou h<' 
receh·ed. 
11 wasn't uotil afterhjs chm th that I had the privilege of 

gcfling a tool{ at the 8 ronzc Star Medal Citation he 
rete.ived from General F.M. Har r is. I knew he ti.ad 
received tbe Bronze Sta r> but 1 didn'( know :my oftbe 
d dail.s mJfiJ t i.le paslonc:id the cit;.1Uoo ;tt h is fune ra l. 

Uudc Rud w:1$ .ilwnys h<'lping his family. He l~fc 
be.bind hirnvife, Helen. T hey were married for 51 ye;trs. 
My husband i.s retired mil.ilary, aud my sun is cur rf:ntl.)1 

SCn ' ing in !o,·ely clownl'Own n:.1gbd:.1d, so [ know how 
dttJ> the roou or m.ilit.:i..ry fomUy g,)c11. Anrl they newr 
die. 

Ginger McKnight, ,Wece 

ASK READKBS,.FOR CONTRIJ}UTIONS 
Y(lu might consid er a.sking your r<'udcn; for 

contributions on lhefoU0"'in:; topk~ 
MyJ\ 1im -Comhat WurExpcrienu: happen ing:<, at hnsic 

t r aio.i.o.g, the US, ehu rch soc.i:t l1o:~ w:,rtimeB-ritain -their 
food und t,thcr odd customs. 

lrf ... v Ocmpari,>it..'1 J)uys: sorting out ~:ti.is. moving 
refugees. eolkcliug weapons. 

i\.fj' }IJiiilorySero,•lc.e After rl,e War: in the Army, N:tv)., 
Air Foree, T he ncsc.n•es, Nationid Cua rd. 

My Milit111y Ft1111Uy: Son in N :im .• d:-1u~hkr in \\'esl 
l'oint, grnndson o,·erse:u . 

/low I Support 011r Trru,ps Tt,day Ar HtJme ,md 
o~w'StlJf,·: part ies for Units or individua ls lea ,~i.o.~ or 
reh1roing, cart packages, JNters. E-m:tihi. p botos, 
hospital visilS. 

llaro/d O'Nr.i/1,Signt,/ 563 

TRYING TO OBTAIN MEDAL FOR 
FRIEND 

I have been attewptinl: to obtain a Purple m~art 
• (.'.() /\"I lr.t;,m ON l'>,(ar !.5 
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- Letters and Opinions -
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Medal for a man in my comp::iny n'hO was OYCrlooked 
wheo wounded. My eonrn.ct has bten: De.pt. of the 
Army, OS Army Human Resource Command, l 
ne~cn·c W:iy, St. Louis, MO 63132-5200. 

'J'bc soldier has furni!iherl ::ill clucuments and 
iuforwa(ion o n requested forms promptly. My 
inquirl i;:s ban been ~uu,;o,tred six ,.u onth5 after stn1 or 
not :U all. My lusC trace letter r l!'sulttd io a forr.u 
document sot ting that all records were lost 

1f :anyone in our assodation could furn ish ::i name, or 
itidicak a n:uut, ,;o,·ewou.ld appreciate tht help. 

Tl:anlis ~·erymuch,Jusepl, B. O/J11de 
6725 Pikes T .ant, Baton Rouge, L\. 70808 

BLOOD & FIRE.C.OJ!,[ES WELCOi\1ED 
T hnn ks so m ut h for the. C'Opics of theB/Qod and Fire. 

Jl;nn th1meb we have been unnhlc to attend the rcuolon 
for SC\'t.ral years due to health p roblcms1 ·we enjoy 
reading about the fun .. y a' lr' h,we. Wt live in a small 
town. popuhtlion 600 plus a fow old soi:e beads1 and do 
not haw door- lo-<loor mail d,e.livcry. And sin ct we b tt\'e 
a ntw postmaste r, ifth<' rc is uo ro Box number on our 
wail. we don't gel it. T his can be a pain in tbe-yOu• 
lmow•whai! 

We're not sure we wiU he !Ible lo get t<> T2com~ io 
August b ut Hsounds fun. Very few oftbe olrl (: 254 guys 
Left, or not :.iblc to ilth:.ud. 
Thanks for~·ou.r ha.rd w(lrk and lu,·c forou.r ruen - it i,~ 

:lJ)predated. 
Sue,md£r•·iltA. farhnmgl,Jr. 

MISSED DOG\VOOD ·rREE TN BLOO~I 
Tbaok yc,u for s.t.•ndin~ Edward's d nes paid ea.rds fo r 

2008 :md 2009. 1 wa(lted you t<1 know IDJ' frieod and 
lover of 58 ~·ear.s went ho1n(• March 26, 2007 
surrounded by hts sons and fomily. Be-j uSl " '(•Ill to 
sleep - wns w:ry tited and rcndy to see his Lord. He 
missed )etiug our beau tiful OojtwOod tl"ee- in b loom 
beforethc.frost#ot it Peace :wd L-0\·e. 

Mrs. Ed~·ard !,. McGrath 

ASSOCl.,:).TfON IMPORTANTTO JlA l> 
MY dad; Ar'innnd R. Alioto is a member o f the 

as,ociatfon. Unfortu.oarely he passed on December 2.S, 
2006. Wc-lO!ll -OIII' wot her on fkceruber 2S~ 20041 which 
was nlso Mom's b irth day. Cbristm:ls " 'ill never he the 
s.amefor c,ur family. 

\Ve \',1lntyou to know how important your .1ssociation 
l'l/15 to my 0.ld and how proud he was to ha1,·cscrYtd his 
coun try. I-le looked forwal"d to receh-fog your 
publication- lH~ \\Uuld sbal'e the new$ with au of us and 
siC ,\1th my sons and t:.11kabo111 the war :ind his IJuddics. 
Oec:.ause of h im1 my sons hn\'c :l great respect ror the 
ruilit."IQ' and rcali:t.t how lucky they ~re to be 
Americans. Dad,, :•s 1.mrfod witb an lfonor c;uard and 
our country's flag was J)re$ented to me. Hun proud I 
:im of his accnmplishmcnL'i, 

l wou1d be ,·ery gratf: ful if you could send his 
uen·stttter to we at 34 Ashwood Court. Staten lsl:.rnd, 
NY 10308. 

Susu11 Orlat1di 

FRIBNDSIIIP F01ID1F.D EOR EVER 
I :im sending a notic.e about the J)ilSSi.Dg of Red 

flcndrh'kson, ~•ho Jost his battle with canctr on 
Jauuar,• 15, 2007.1 :H.O also st:nding a copy of tbe poem 
written by Bonnie Erickson, wife ufRL•d'sArrny buddy, 
Kenneth •~rickson M\\'allnce, Ntbrt\Ska. She wrote the 
poem n hile tl'aveling the 150 m fk s t<t ,,is'il the 
Hendt'icksoo family. i t M is the story or friends hip 
fon:t.1ed and exi.sling throughout their lives. Kenneth 
and Red were both mcmbcr'.i. of the 63"' fofontrv. 255 
Al' Company. We thou~ht the poem WM grc:lt and is i.o 
significant or all Hie soldiers in World War 11. 

J,,an llemlrkk.wm 
(A co,,yof tltepoem cat, be found ln thispubllcati.tm) 

SEND BLOOD & FIRE TO~.l03lfE.Jl 
My Dad, Pasco (Sam) Romnn, K 254, passed away 

J)ecembcr 9, 2006 in l ':dmS prin,:ts, Floricla . My mothc~ 
is nu" Uvi.og " 'ith me so please update her mailin~ 
addrC$s to hc,r new one .. Dad's 63H bascbaU ~ll \\ itlt 
CIB pinned on it w:.1s hi" fnvoritc artidc of tlothing. He 
wore it with g1·eat pride - you are all lu~roes like my 
fa ther. 

Tom and ff-'a.11da R<Jmtui 

{{ES.EARCffiNG J\11LITARY HISTORY 
With the a$Sitot.ance of my Lroib(•r~foafaw. }+'rank 

Rine ht)', l om rc."eanhlng my father's military hh:tory, 
ha,'iu~ rectnHy d iscoYC1·cd a s.ignifictlnt amount of 
material relali.ng fo that scrvict- in our family arcbjves. 
My father, Louis F,. Fhtig, dit-d March 29. 1995 .-.c tb e 
age of 80 in Cincinnati, Ohio. I wish to connect witb 

• C01'71N\JE'.ll ()N l'A(;C l(, 
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l h d Clinton aml Bill Scott 10 pursue addltinnal 
iuform!ltion. 1 han• a good nu mhr,r of photos taken 
durillg hi.s !IC-n•ke in Europe chat may be of inter·est to 
you r nrganin1tion. 

l<i d,urd Flaig 

ll~FOSOUGH1'0N U.S.SOLDIERS 
O::wid Atkiuson, suptrinhmdco( of the Henri­

Chapelle American Cemetery in Hornh11rg1 Belgium is 
requcstiug as.o; istance in obtaini'ni,t obiluarics= photos, 
and backgrou nd informnt itu1 (HJ Mississ ippi 
servicemen from WWU who an: bu ried i~• th:lt 
cemetery. I( is n burial ground for tbeAmer ican llatttc 
) 1onuoJent Commission, 

Alkinson se('J;s this information so that futurt 
generations will mo.re fully ~tppn:d:tlc the natu re of 
these herot)' s:u.:rifi1..-e~, under-stand what wn.s Inst 
t.hrou~h tbeir deaths, and see the impact tb:u lheir 
dc.lths caused bm:k home. 
rfyou have inloJ'mation (m ::inyoftheservit(•mc-n liSttd 

below, p le:ase coatat-l your couoty vete.r-ans sen•ke­
officer. 

Sen1cemen from Copfa b Counly an d surn>UJHliJll? 
countie5 who Url' 1.md ed in the Hcuri-Clutpclk: 
Amc-rican Cer.uetet')' lncJude: 

Copiah County : Wesler L. Lowery, Pl·t. 276 Kf'liGR 
COMllAT fl'<, DOD 3-17-45. 

nind11 < ·•mnty: \\<'illfam P. Crnig, CPL, 40 TRK B~ 7 
ARMD DJV, l>OD 10-28-44; Thom"S J. Forte. S SGT, 
333 FA BN, DOD 12-17-44; William A. l) rkc, PVT. 8 
1NF 4 "lllV, 000 J 1-2 l-44; J uliu11 I,. W.illshln\ l)VT

1 
28 

INF8DlV. U()ll \2•14-44. 
Lincoln County : ~faflbt:w B utle.r, PVT. 3193 Q\t SV 

CO DOD 10-17-44. 
Simpson County: Il3rold U. Shorter·, T.EC 5. 4 RCN 

TRP4 DIV. U()ll )2,7-44. 
St1tunit«:d bJ' Bubble.Gates ffflllace 

"My Darling" 
Ft1ffmw',1g is a potm Roman J. Kqrc1,,r11ski, H 251 wrote 
IQ Ms '"ife wltile Ire wusut Cump Yim l>cm• in late 1943 or 
curlJ· 1944. Tire p(1em mentions th~Jr.firstc:hild, a11d mrfJ' 
chi/ti at dra, tim~. Rtmnie wa.~ tire aldt"$I <>,(jive du'l,lreu. 
Roma11 died Ma)'?, 2QOJ. 

I n 111ydreal))S!Sl"C)''OU 
A.ti )'our day drnws to a close, 
Your face is th1.•re be fort me, 
As bel'l11tif11la11 a rose. 

J set ~nu cnrry Ronnie, 
Tuck him neatlyloto bell, 
His day is douc, he's sleeping. 
You ki3'S h im softly on his ht .. J d. 

Vou turn looldng ou the d r esser, 
At a p itture-5-tauding (here. 
Ifs il piclun: of you r lo, ·cd one, 
Then )'Ou S!lY your e,·enin,z prayer. 

God. always walk beside him~ 
W~tc-.b him boU1 d ay :ind niglll. 
Rriog him home agnin to us 
At the cnd ingoftbef~bt. 

Youl' lo,·dy cytsgrow misty, 
T hen te-.ars begi n to fall. 
J.lowwell .l knowyoursorrow, 
For l tOOtJlO through it:iU. 

Oarling,J am there beside. you, 
Even thou gh I'm so far ,n~•ay. 
ln SJ>irit and io hcart.1 ' ll be uca.r. 
UntiJ lco.i.uehuuh: c., :-.Luy. 

Sogo to sletp my darling. 
Sfct:p peacefully Lhtn.: with ou.rson. 
Aguodnit;ht k.lssyou •11 bttvt ti) m iss-, 
Untll this '"'ar is wnn. 

Buddies 
bJ•il«.rold O'JVeUI, $I' Sig11al 

The fieldsarcgn-cn 11nd t besk-yis blue 
And the orchards arc in bli,11.som, too. 

..Bu( death ill in 1he perfume.cl air 
For i, sniper's bullet doe-so 't care. 

If younjt or old or wise 
As H eoftr"$ hctwct:n the.eyes. 

I t:.ikc Btrt'~ wallet and personal 11tuff 
And on his cig.s J 'JJ s~cUy pulT. 

For he would havechmcth e11ameyou St't' 
lflhesni1wr had dr~wn a bead cm me. 
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we were not acquainted 

Til we worked for Uncle Sam 

We learned war games together 
And grew up to be a man 

We went to basic training 

Learned to be a soldier tall 

For World War II was raging 
Proud to serve our country's call 

Rode the ship-

The great Queen Mary 

Across the big wide ocean blue 
On to England where we landed 

Then to France for all of you 

Joined the 63rd d ivision 

Many stories we could tell 

How we fought for peace and freedom 

In this war that sure was Hell 

It was cold for it was w inter 

Foxholes w as our place of rest 

Feet w ere cold there was no shelter 

Sure gave all us the test 

Red has told to us the story 

How the flak w as coming down 

Red and one of his great buddies 

Were digging in the cold hard ground 

Red was t ure since he wa.s smaller 

He'd be first to fill t he hole 

But h is buddy beat him to it 
Scared they were in m ind and soul 

Fought the battle of a lifetime 

Bridges, houses blown to b its 

Battle of th e Bulge th ey called it 

Lots of Devastating Hits 

Many stories filled their lifetime 

Families raised. friends galore 

But their friendship n ever f a ltered 

For each other evermore 

Traveled many miJes together 

The 63rd reu nion called 

V isited often w ith eac:h other 

life's too short to not recall 

Now Red's on his final j ourney 

No Queen Mary f~r the trip 

But w e know God's arms arc w aiting 

Welcome home my soldier friend. 

By Bonnie Erickson 

January 17, 2007 

W ritten for R~d ·s funeral on January 20, 2007 

M!tuiicc ' 'Rc:d" Hendrickson 
AT,255 
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,J ULY, 
l: Cs:.rolAn11&Jim Crum-HQ2~'.\- I ?~ I 
3: ,Jo,·ce & J<iho J. Bcs.t- LZ54- l95.\ 

lr~·11i.>& Vernard (). RJggs D 255 - 1946 
4: MdlJ.i & Ct·or;:eOodson- K 255 - 1951 
5: G('rtl'ude& Ho":ird Wm·ks - - 19,18 
6: l' fll &Cl11rk Ctkv--G253 -1992 
7: M amie & Doug1:.·.;;- I-IAK6..l - 1946 
8: Wt~ & Louis)1nslinofT- G 25.l - I Q53 
9:Am.lrey& Fred Col'.l.sobo.nguo- Jl254 - 1948 
14: ~bry&l!.rue.st H. Kllmek- 0 255 1956 
IS: Maf'gtry &Jv11('1Jb0liudt'-H253-195-0 

W1tnd 11 & Harold G. Hf':1vi11s-A254- 1946 
16: Na(lmi & Gordon Rintoul-L?SS- 1983 
17: Jo &Thoma.< 1.a),:)r(' - I 2!-4 - I 948 
18: Jane& Wilbur-Brnilhwaitc - A 2$3- 195? 
13: C:trolyn & SamTa)'IOr F254- 1949 
26: Albcr-111 & l\h-h·i11 Culud-1254 - 1930 

Lkku & Robert K P:1rl.c - :8254- 1943 
·~?: Gr:lcc .. ~ John Uarn1cm - MR03-63- 1.947 

AUGUST 
5: Jmogcrt~ & Alf 1 .... (.,'rlllthficsld-1254- 1947 

J1>s~phine& Harold n. n en~- -11Q ?53 - 19.aJ 
7: Helen &JobnUrndl<·\' - A253- L?54 
10: £.Lish & Crl'j:: Bonlfield Assoc. 1991 
11: Heh•n & GwrtePutman - FA 718 - 1.995 
12:Arltnt& Rol1 ~1'l Willi:11m-F255- '?"'t 
13: llt:ltn & M u Gourlty-C2S3 • 19-48 

Dt-atr3 & JQ11p3trioc:k Anclcrs •m- t:SAR- 1995 
14: Jolin &Jamc~A. Grt;:;g- 1 25.l- 1947 
15: Kai-en & Pt: terDOll!lld- ASsoc.- 200.l 

8.:1tAna&Oon:1ldl..W lrfh t;SA.R- 1958 
16: Gfo::t ,i:c Si.:oU ht·min~1:r-Ass1,c-.- t975 
J8: Ottty & D1n-id Mo11tt:0111t:ry ... €2.53-19S0 
19-: .lean & Uill J . Moss-825-1-1946 

J anict & Glen n(l,·tnh:·1g1;11 - M 2S5- 195J 
20: t\ no.&.)'iJll P9')-ll<'- F 254 - 1948 

UJJfan & Diel. Merll'-$ 254 1949 
22: 0dl:l & Lewis Disbrow- f:2S5 - 1940 

Joan & I lt:ury \V, Talbl·rt-l\lH3-19•·tS 
23: Su1mn & WillfamJ.Sh'111t(ln- A,ssoc.-1975 
2-5: Rillie, .t(:Jln &Jac:k ll. lJ:tij!ht- HQ 255-19-56 
2:6: Dorothy& lloherl L. M:-.y- K 25,5- 1950 
27: OOt'IJ'.lt &Cera.Id Hungt'rt - FA 7ffl - 1949 

l..aul':l & ArthurW. Har(l:bfllJJ HQ 153 - 1949 
29: Gt:1 crude & £ r utst MorrelJ - L2S3 - 1.958 
30: Crlt& Ui.lJ St:(1tt - l>."; 254- 1949 

SEPTEMBER 
l:Jan & Quintin Sella - F 2S4- 1977 
2: l rt1Je &Sr,)mOur Kunis- J:'255 - 11)5(1 

AJt11a & RoctoF.S1ftngo- R f,COV,k\ - 1<)50 
3:Aut-d~ & C1trmlneSorum.1() K2.S3- 1?49 

Mari111111c& RobC'l1 KuUtr-:Uso~. - 1994 
5: Mayellcn &JOSl'l)II ')11(1ma11- CN 254- 1941 
5: Anne& Ktnnrlh f;r('tnt- - 11Q63-1949 

Gayle& lUcha rdA.G l111.cr-USAR- 1'170 
6: Viol:3 & H:ll"O)d 0Jatk- AT255 - 1947 
7: Rose:,&- M id1.:te-l Cairo L2SJ- l941 
8: C a r()I & Ro!,!tr lllloifield - AS."iOC- 1973 

Grrm:due & ll.ol:1ull Ollllduntod-G 2.S5 - l945 
ft,•1ry& UobAndtn-ou -B 2SS- 1946 
Margar(t& nnnnld It O"'kill- 0254-1986 

9:Angeline&lloward Oirpc.nhor~t- ,nm 253 - l'U? 
Palrida &JosepbB. Mutller- S \ '861 - 195() 

12: Ev::, .. ~ llarold Hibbs- FfQ 718 1948 
15: Corine& H ui;:,h 6octtchrr -0254- 1946 
16: Vilfa & llarold Rl:-tckSr. - AT25S- l 947 
18: Pegg,y -.\;,. Robert Mic:hajl.a - fA 7 18- 1941 
2:0: Lois& l cCA'.'il>(UU- (; 25J- J•J5? 
2 1: Rrendo &:S-ichOIIIS Pia:r.zo.- MF.O H .. - I 91C9 
22: Cherri& l.t-nZfmnu.ir(lJllll C2:63 - 1?4.1 
27: Vlr~iuia & lA•amonJ. Haney- C254 19!-? 

M~AA"ie & R,1hr.,.1 K. U~•rl.lcr-SV 255- 1946 

OCTORER 
I: l,0ui'-t ;,_\;c l{on<:-Josepbsou - FA i 18- t9S0 
7: ~arilyn & flt nr)•Comb- As~oc.-1961 

ClnCI,) &Jimmy Montgonu.' r) - ,\;,:~.:~- 1979 
8:111hl & Jack'--lci) rs«:>bn - QM 63 - 1?50 

Doruth~• & Herl)erl 8. Hol)gtlhlllug- HQ ?5:1 - f9 .. 9 
9: Mae & G:arr\'lt Uocksem:1- M 25.5- 1946 

lkr-nke & Cadtl)u Ptc;k- K255- l9-19 
10: Rt>U) &. Rt1dyLtndoni- F 2S4- 1951 

Anna L:<:c& '---Turrell G ranr- K?SJ - 1946 
11-: Murleoe&AnlhonyDondona - H25S- 1953 
12: Oorothy & Cl:iudeDen1Sc111- A25.\ - 1940 
13: Blsic & Ro)•£.SJt>hlad BQ253 - 1945 
16: Jean & RuneUR.Oill-HQ2S3- 1_949 
17: )1~rdeUya & Ray 1 ... Aod1m, J r -Sp'l'r63- 1942 
IS: T-T<:l ru & C'h:trk~ H.udiba11~l1 .Jr - SV253- t947 

Loui~& L«ilr n. S.rlf- I 1Ql55 - 1941 
20: P:tlrkli:a&Jam<-s Jt. Pritchett- HQ 2,,. _ 197'1 
?3: Cnrol& Fred 8 1ng- HQ 63- 1983 
24: Franct:iS.: Josl·ph1xClerk- C255 1953 
27:Gt-orgtt&All)t:rl Kill11t'y-f,'A86J - 19<11 
30: I.AU& CharltsG. Su11.\i1'1l.:- G 2SS- 1~83 
.\I: fi:W l)"ll &.Ot~n:.Millcr-AT253- 1945 

59TH 'REUNION AUGUST 7-11, 2007 
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Lost Sheep Need To Be Found 
We 11et!d 11ew nddres.us l"r tlre/ollowillx peoplf'. l isted 
below (ITC the /(l,-.f lwu,v11 uddrt--SSt'S. If )'Qt, i.•,m help, 
please call, write qr email tlrf! ~·,u:ret,11'),Jfre11.mrer. 

L:tMar Allbright, A 253, Life # 1037, 3628 De-lAmo 
Rlvd, T .akcwood, CA 90712. 

Louis .J. Dan~"i S-r, II 253, l,ifo#l5?l, 6557 
\.Velli.u~too Dl'ive. J)e.-by, NY l 4U47. 

Albe.rt J'. l)a,·i.s. F'255, 4502 PiH S l rc:t l • • .\..ndt rsoo, .LN 
46013. 

I .ucille Heck, At-i,-odatc, 910 Non,'<'St Orin•, 
Carbondnlc, IL 62901. Her husband was Armel Heck, 
L 255. Lifc.#113 t, dt."t-C-:IM.:'d. 
Chlrcncc E.J n<:~ E253.Lifc 63, 103!-Jackson/\"enue. 

Uunrin~ton, WV25704. 
Josephine Jacko. Ailsociatc, JJ384 N. White RQnd, 

F'cutou. MJ 4~30. 
Ceo,.ge K:11.\1,,'ll.S, Toledo, Oh. 

~_A.lwin-d P. l<nN:ht~ T, 255, Ufc #1752, 2920 Cl:l)' 
Whaley Road,S1. C loud, FL34772. 

Alvin Korngold, HQ 255. Life #1505, 27S I Ol~C::ln 
l>riv..-, rtollywood,J?L330l9. 

Hudson Leshilaar. ll 255, l.ife ff 1782, PO Box 97. 
Toylor,TX76574. 

Noh<:11 C. Vitchcr, L254, Life 909, 1210 ,v. Progress 
Oriv..-, fiayden Lake, JD 83835. 
8(1y<l E. Staudra. 0 2.54, Life #1359. 12132 liack:1more 

Road, G-al'dt.11 Grove. CA92640. 
Jumi.~ l .. 'f homl', C 253, IS Augustine Lane, Fnfrficld 

Glade TN. 
.Uarry £.. Zink, AT 255, Life #J.a6 1, l-'0 Hnx 79, 129 

Second Stre,et., Oain1,ridgl', PA 17502. 

FOUND LOST SHEEP 
P rank l 'adula, A 253, has bt'ot"n found! Paul VerwUlioo 

s-e.nt the follo"'ing llddrcss for Frank and C:.1r1·i_{;: J820 
RTE 197. Woosd~tor.k. CT06281, 

I .ouis Warmoth sent tht notkt that Robert W. Seltoo, 
C 253 of I-Iii ton llcild, SC.,died N<)\'Nnber2006. 

Brothyj'aniily en,joys Kentucky reu11ion 

L('O Bro thy, f 254, in ll.lc ceoter, his S()U5 and their wives po!>c for this picture whih• 
they coj()y the Saturday nlgttt fcsth1ilie,s during the Ke.ntuck)' r t:'u 11ion Inst August. 
lijs daughter and hrr hm hand wen~ unable t(1 l'lltr.nd. 
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Can you identify any of these men? 

Bottom Row, left to right: #1, Calvin C. Bonner and #9 is Elmer Larson from Iowa. 
Middle row, left to right: #1, J:,mes Ganor from New Jersey; #4, Gnle Hill, i\'linnesota; #6, 
Katiin:icr from Pcru1syh•ania; #7, fr:locis l\1cfadcn fror.o Qbjo; #8, Smith frot0 Texas; #9. J:1ck 
Verli11g from Iowa; #12, I ,ce Cotrol. t he tt. 
Top Row. left to r ight: #1, M_orris(Mootes) from \Vashington and #7 is Gene Johnson from Obio. 

Cale R. Hillselltthe above pi~turt. He w~~s in Communicatio11s platoon t" Bf\', 153 lnfanlry HQ Companj', 
He won Id like to hea r from anyone in this picture who is still nlive. He is #4 in the m idd le row. He is :i retired 
letter carrier frc,m a H.ochcster, .:\linncsota port office. He and hill wife will be married 59 years in 
Seph:wbcr. T lt(•Y Hw on tht Mississippi ru,·('r IJeCnt-en \\'abash:1 :uul Kelloi:i;.. Miunc)'.Ota at 67820 Count)· 
Rd. 76, Wabasha, .'lN 55981-7568. 

Censoring the mail 
by m,rold OWe.iJJ. 83" Signal 

Re:idiDg the mail for pQrposts of censorship was a 
boring jnh rotattd among the j unior offi-.~e'i or 
permanently auie;ncd to S<tmc ufficer the CO disliked. 
J\fauy tt-usors opcr"al<•d uud<•r the, priudplc. ,:\\i'Ju:u in 
doubt, cut i t out!" Oo V-M:iil, this meant bl:lck it out 
,;,.•Ith ink. 

Some meo had s imple codes to keep th<'ir frirlfricnds, 
,.,;ves or· parents informed of their whereabouts. For 
u::11.nple - ff your JeUer :1sl.,ecl. "'How isAu.ot Eturo:t?" ii 
meant F.ngtand. Aunl \'Vilma for " ' lu\lc;., Sora fo r 
Stotbnd, etc.Another man" 1-ote about- bu)"in~ il piec:t 
of 1>roperty. The din1el)s i(ms were the loog:itude :rnd 

Jalitudt• of bis pn:st-nl loc:lliou. He bad high J.Q. 
girlfriends! 

A few ,~ensors- ~nw secret mes!'S:tges hidden in every 
letter. f wrote a friend nbo ut :t book on the Macedonian 
pba l:uu: amt the t'l.'n.•mr wm1kd In know " ·hat it re:1lly 
me.ant'' I soon discovered he knew nothing !lbouc 
.Anci(;nt History or .Alexttncle r the Gr-e11t. Another 
officC'r bal'kC'd m(' up; that censor nc,•1:r liked me after 
that ! One e,e-usor c:ut ou t most of my Iehcr but let the 
enclosed postcards ofLuemburg go th.rough! 

Al time~ some censor:! drnftcd a couple o f F.'\1 to help 
ctn.i;or ltt1<-ri. T his was 1tl!alnst r(1!uJatfons, but helped 
a t.eusur tatch up wilb 1be mKil or· bet.au st ht wa.s lazy. 

• ('.()t,."T'l~Tfl'h ()~ PA<:f. Jl 
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Old timers in a league of their own 

TlfUW 9l0 T)Mf.RS 

HOLf LEAlill E ~ ­~~ 

Bub Ziemke, D 254, is,, mernbel" of the Thursday Old­
Timers Le:1gue :1t.BuOcr's GolfCounai in McKeesporl, 
Pennsylvania. His golfi ng buddies arc Rol:md 
Rcynolds1 Al :Marko,'lchi Uarry Beresfor<' and Tom 
Otliuty, Ziemke lsou lbt right. 

Censoring ... 
• COSTIXUl-":D "NtOM PACF. 33 

.Many cen.son; d id notrc1td the lt'ttc.rs, 1hey jus-t b lacked 
out the words aud stnltne-es on il random basis in case 
(he CO checked. 

One censor hnd a fixation on weather- any rcfcrN1cc 
to weather 'ft·as to be censored. 'J.'ht n;fty eotmy 
intellii;1:ucc could pinpoint • ..:u•s :\ uke d.t~•·" Another 
worried about food as a gh·eaway - ·•we went to towo 
:lnd nte h lue cheese in a local puh." He tMk out the 
cheese and left in the p ub. One i(l('alistic younj.'? officer 
was uµsc t by '"you art w y 0111)' Io,,t" to three differeot 
girls from the same soldier. 

L,.1t c in the war, parct-h were Ouor()sco1>td on a 
rnndc)m basis. T ht newspaper, S111rs aud S1ripes 
repol'led one G.1. was caugh t mailing home a jeep piece 
by piece. A M •Ho-bright officer in ou r unit wus cau:;:ltl 
sending civilian shotguns home. Uc did not remove the 
Ccrm;ln owntr's nameplates from the stocks. 

NOTICE 
It is no 1002:er n«e-ssary for T,ife i\femhcr~ to 

poy a surcharge of five dollars an11u:1Uy. Thal 

1,olicy was h1 effect for one year. and that year 
ended in 2004. 

T his "band of brothers" makes their m,y to the golf 
course at six o'clock each r:oorni»g i.o nU k.inds of 
weather1 bt il rain, ~lc<:t or sun~hinc, ond u nm ahout 
t if{JH thirty, tbeJ' do their best to see who ~ally i,; the 
best golfer. 'fhe old-timer, play a d ifferent ninc--bolc 
course c, (•ry week whcu they go out a11d cbnllto."t.t.11<:h 
other. 

They love to play the g:lnJC an(I they l.ike being ''out 
(here .. with each other. T hey get along weU together 
and like p laying" iLh Lhes,m1<: follcms !tll the lime. They 
Just llketosecwhocan 1>ct1twhom!! 

In the past two yea rs the, league ha~ not miim:d 11 day of 
.i;:oJf and Huit is ('xactly Ju)\\ they like, it -in foct. they are 
all out on the coui•st. for the same• reason - to pfay golf 
and to have fun. 

Pn•..s ident of the lcagur. is l\far kovic.h, w ho s11id, .. a~ 
long as we can swinjt the clubs wC'' ll bt out here. We all 
co(ne out l<> play ~olf bec,1use wt love it and nothing is 
going to cb:togethat. We are not going uny\\·htre!I" 

'Roh Zitrnke, c,n tho left. with 61'' b uddies la.ken nt tbe. 
K('ntucky reunion h1sc August. Ooh McCoort is the 
nun in tilt center wilb Ray Wise on ltis left. Can 
someone put a niime Lo the other i:nen? 

-Notice -
Please support the reunion committt,,e by sending 
an ad for t he S ouvenir Book. There is au Ad B ook 
Rr.scrvation Form in this- issue or (ht 8/o(ul and 
F;re ror you to use a ud tl!c addrc~s or llonna 
Lacosse. 

~~~~~ ~ ~ 
If is. 11(}/ [:iJQd I1Iu111utrs 10 udd c,•r~am and 51,gar 10 rour 
cojJCe- aftcr you l,a~·e pour et! ii in IQ ) 'fJUT saucttr. 
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[ 1\D BOOK RESERVATION FORl\'l 
••• •• • •• • 

---- .-.-.... -:.:~ f!J1 '--------­
........ off "'...,,.?. ...... 
e,~· ;u'-' •• -· 

~ ~op,."<, ........ 
' r--~\} ...... 
\$,,. .......... PRINTED BOOK SlZE( 5-112" x 8.-1/2") •• 

FOLL PAGE ............................... ·- ···· ... ········-··· $60.00 

I/~ PACt .................. . 25.00 
YUi.i. PAGE - ioo.oo 
HALF PAGE - S:35.00 
1/4 PAGE - 525,00 
l/S PACE- S20.0-0 

t/8 PAGE 
$:!:0.00 

(4¼' X 7¾') 
(·I¾" X '3¼~) 
(4W'x I¾") 
(2--3.i&' X 11/,") 

3 LL'l;E 
H(X)STt: R 

$10,00 

SPO-SSOk 
NAME 

(EAC II) 
:Sl,00 

M()<qe(V.lff,.,.,...,_I:>..,'?'-----------

AugrL<;t 7 thru 11, 2007 

i 
2007 Tacoma, Washington 
63rd Division 
Assoc.iation 6t.00Dunc1r,uw 

~ &'<~ • .t.wc,.,_,;;:s • Cl!.o/Tl'..il.Sl.lkOJ'£ • //.'m;u.1,, 7> ) 

"HOTSHOTS" 
WE NEED YOUR HELP 

A$ you may 1o)Ow, tM rnOfley co'lacted ltom the Ads 
in tha Souverir/Ad Book is used to help ofl-set $Cme of 
the reunion eiq>enses. 

Mo6l of tho monoyOOl'tays tile co:-;t or 111e band. free 
bOor, sOda and ent8rt.ainmant during the reuniM. 
With prices coostantly iocfeasing, we are as.king to, 

your support to help \1$ keep the reunion coot down tot 
our retired membe<$. 

Sowc'-'dyot.J please ptace an ad in-the Souvenir Ad 
Book.'? 

Ma.kt chcf:k(S) 1>ayablc tu: 
59TH RJ\Ul\J.ON 63ro DIVISION ASS' N. 
11nd mail to: 

Donna LnCosu 
l )o~1 Office B ox 86 
,tf<>rOCcfJ, Tndlunu 4196J 

"'"" ---------------

t.t. ..... ___________________ 1,Hl~'II ,.,. ___________ _ 

•-------------------~ : _____________ _ 
.., __________ .,. _____ ., ____ 11.11..it, ____________ _ _ 

,....,.,,~!Jt'; _____________ _ ........... __________ ·-·----

J 
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Student - Soldier - Survivor 

,1y 1" Lt. Cl,arles D. Rlwrle\' .fr. Rctiri!d 

I grndunh-d from Fair Park A'i~h Sch<iol~ Shreveport, 
La .. in 1941. As were m::tny ~uys b 3Ck th('O, I wa~ in the 
ROTC program. Lillie did l realize then thlll llOTC 
wns only the· first of m~· ntlljt:try trainiu~. l was 
awarded !\ scl1olarsh ip to the Louislan:1 State 
Uuh·trsily in U:1ton ltcm2c·, C'nrolled there in the fall of 
1941. and as :rn u ndcri:radu.-itt., I was automntfr:dly in 
the: ROTC. I-fort tb~ll na~ the scc<1nd of 01ilitar:r 
trainingforme. 

1 was in the fie ld house at 1.SU on the morning of 
December 7, 1941 n•hen the n1dio blared out 1he news-of 
the ouack on Pearl Harbor. I wa.s all of 1, years old. 
The significance of that d:ly didn't sink In immediately, 
but as the days pnssed, regardless of age, tbC' 
scriousnl'S.S of our counh·y's sceu r ity and the 
thre::itco.ing ptr il toAuterk:l ~rnd our way oflife swelled 
ro :1 lc.,•cl (If conc.trn. There were three ROTC military 
branches a l LSU - infant~·, cngineerS an d artillery. 
Throui;_houl 1942. there wa.-. inel"('nsing inten$ity in 
tro.infog. We were 1oJd that a~ ROTC we wert being 
groomed a-. c;nndidntcs for Ofl1c.ers C;1odjcJate School. 
In early 1943 tht entire ROTC was loaded on military 

tru ck~ and convoyed (o Camp Be:rn.re:;:ard in 
Aleiaodrfa. Loni~iana. We wcr<: inducted en mossehuo 
the a rmy. F'ollowing i'11doction the entire ROTC was 
con\'0)"Cd ba('k to LSU where, nur tr:i ining was furtbe.r 
intensified. Now I really w:1.s a sohlitr. serial number 
38381623, sir'. 

Ultimately ord<'rs were received for each ltOTC 
b r:md1 to l,e si:-ut to their r es))ecth•e brudc i-rninin~ 
locales. I w;1s ln tbe i.o.f:1ntry1 so went by tr.tin to Cami> 
Rober~, Colifornin. The original t1;aio.lng period a l 
that lime was for 13 weeks. Ah(lu t half way through. 
basic the t1·aining period was inereased to 17 weeks. We 
,,ere told thi.s was fcU uCCl".$S:liry to helJ> f;n.niliari1.t' us 
u ith the over impro, ing number of we:11>•>os. Not only 
,, as th<' t:rainin~ period h;ngthe.ncd. it was a ,,eriod of 
~rading aU the l(OTC. ' l"Mrt was lot of pn:'ssure. We 
knew that cn -.rythin>: wt dicl was monitored - not just 
writtc·u tests or m:11;k.si:n:1nship wilh the numerous 
wei1pons, but our c,·ery mo,·t, our rtactions, our :,,eal, 
the w:ty wl• h1111tUecl ou:rsth·es in moments or uch•e rsity. 
We s:iw many of our ROTC "washed out. 11 

Fin all)-, ln late sururoer. basic. trniniu;:: Wa.$ ('Ompleted 
11nd we. were: return~d to LSU, \\"e were phlced in the 
Ac:tdl•mi(" Sp~ial TYaining Program. Thii program 
didn'I stl'ess physic~d adh•ity or weaponry skills; ir was 
designed to introduet' u.s to tactics and the qualities of 
leadership. Herc ng11ln the evei:-present groumiUJ: 
\~·arch '\f-'S eonstant as we were being 1,rcparcd to go to 
O01cer Candidate Sch<iol at Fort Benning> Ceo.-gia. 

- CO!\"'Tr.ilfRI) OJ', P;\GE 3~ 
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We wttt fiMlly sent to Georgia but first to wh:it was 
lt!rmcd Pre-OCS. This was o nly for a few weeks but 
h 'Cn lhcn we had sevtral "wash-outs." 1 n~mernl.u:r 
heing asked, ··Are you a n i.ot:ro,•crt or exln,vert'!" J 
w;1sn' t .5ure wb:u ii antunL, a.ml l was :ifr:.l.id of gi'1'ing the 
w:tong fm~wer but I had to say something. ·•Extrovert.'· 
T he intcrrogttt<,r looked at we. nudded and tlll'H 

walked away. l :::,ues5ed r ight. 
At last we wert offici:1Hy in OCS. Thctt we.re scwer:11 

other university ROTC unics that merged with us a nd 
,,..-e were divided into p laroons. Each platoon bad u 
Technical Officer assi~ncd to it. We n~forrcll lO them as 
Ta(k Offic1trs. T he 'fack <:-arr icll :1 little book In wl1ich 
be w:is :dwa.ys rn:.1kfog ootcs. We: didn't know who or 
what he was wrhing about. Tilt prtssur e was tben:-
1.we ryday, not jus! to keep UJ) Of perfor m in an 
acctpf:tble way but bop,·fulJy esc::ape any entrit$ that 
wou.ld advcrstly affect us in SU('CC-SSfu lly c()mplefo•~ 
4.>ur goal o f getting our commission. Lt Alic> was our 
platoon Tar_k Oftker. The days a nd W('tks finally 
passed :rnd about halJ of our original ROTC unit ·was 
co111missioncd as officers. Herc l stood. a 2 .. Licutt:na nl 
in the U.S. Army. Ir was au eit rcmely p.roud momen t r 
was g fren ordt-rs :•s:signing me to the 63'• fo fantry 
Di vision al C 11mp V::in Dorn, Mis:,issipp i. I, l1ad bl•cn 
trained and traint•d a nd trained ! Now it was time- to 
1110\'e to a real combat u nit. I was abJt to go home :tod 
showoff my bars fo r :dJ of fo urday!S beforereportlllg. 

When J arrived :lt Camp Van Dorn, and reJ>orted as 
ordered, J was assiJ:l_n('(I h> the 253'" Rt,::ime-11½ 2•• 
Rattalion, Company 1:1., b t.:h ·y weapons.! was given the 
2'" pl:ttoon, heavy nrncbiue guns b)' Lt. Roland $t. 
Clair. N0\1/ T wllS to :tssist in the ntver-endiog ~.riud of 
trnining. T his ,,·a.s quite ao adjuSlwenl for ine fo r the 
first t im e l \,as gi,..en r~ponslbiHty ror lives and 
efftcliveness of :i. plntoon of men. I ,..,.as very fortunate 
to btW<• SgL Shoulde rs as my platoon Stt., both 
compere nt ancl experienced. Our ~oal wm; an AMOnc 
Combat Un it. 

T heo c.a m~ U1e d:.iy we bad bC'en prcp11ring for - the 
da·• we knew wuuM C(lme. Orders wer e rectivc,d 
oui'lining rhc s leps in preparatioo for nun'en1en1 (o tbe 
ETO (f:ur·opeao. T hl•ater (If Oper :itions). T w:tJ give n 
1be task of ge1tiog tbt. 1·cquir<:d <:ompany equ ipment 
and ~ear properly prcp:iredt <-rated and labeled for 
saili'ng. ln dlH,: c.ourse w(• were tr·anspur(td tu C:mtp 
S hanks to board ship. We s~ilC'd Nove-1.1.tbtr24~ 1944 on 
the Sea Robin, 

T he e;rosslng lasted 14 days. Liberty ~hips weren' t 
d rsignerl :li. erni.se s hips. '!'hey 1>it(hed a ud rolled io the 
Atl.lnlk winter m ontbs. Se::uickness Wdo't spare rnQny 
of us. But wc arrived safoly In l\faNdll(S, Franct 

Dt!cember 81 1944. The wtather was railly, cold :.rnd 
dreary. \Ve we-rt shuttled to ~ )l:~gin:; urea about 20 
miles NW of Marstilles wbtrt we c.leaocd ou·r gear a nd 
runde ready lo move iolaod. It Is difficult to rememb er 
l'b(' e.xud events in lhc order rhat ll1c•y cam e. l do 
remember thsit ba r e knoll tmd was gh:1d when it wns 
time to leave thes-lagi.og an-a. We mo,·ed north to Camp 
d 'Ober boffou, u.bout 5 miles cn..111 ofRaguenllu. F rance. 
The n::11:nes of rhe ro"1l'" we passt-d were nume1·ou~; 
many ~een from tbe- 40&8 boxcars used (Ill F re nch 
railways. I looked up some of the 11:unes on a mop of 
Fl"~ncc and tractd 0 1l'm p re lty much from Mnrsc.ille to 
Camp d 'O hero(fen. 
W hen we finally got tbe-·ewe speut a couple of days to 

furthr-r cJe.1n our l'quipmeu1 ,rnd prcp:1re to move into 
dtfcnsin position ou the froot U.oe. \.V(' were mo,,ed by 
motor w a 1,0.sit.ion on th e west hank ofrbe Rhine HiYer. 
T h e feeling a nd the knowled~t of that first time 
exposure was sonu:-thing entirely new. But, 1 fell 
confidt'Jlt a nd justi.fiable so because of tbe prtpnration 
:tnd train ing. We were here to fate the enemy and htre 
Lo win tbe war! T here was no doubt in a n:,,· of our minds 
t hat we ,,·<mid win it l 'he 253 ... Regio:itot was deployed 
on a 1)orlb/soutb line from l\tanchaus(•n to Neub.atusal, 
fmucc, and th e chief enemy ncth·ity we fac.ed were 
p::itrols, s nipers and comb11t cmtJ>osts oo the ea$l bank 
of the RMne Rh-er. T hese were cold, wiJ.111•y days prior 
lO and following ChriSf1u,,s 1944 - not c irnctly the 
illeny day$ usu:dly associa ted with Christmas. 

fo the official b rief bis 1orv of the Bloo,I and Fire 
Dfrisiou, t he Rer:lruenb of lb; 63" . fb(' 2S3"', 254"' a nd 
25'\ were introduced in piece.me-al fashion to towbi:at 
conditions in the A.ls;\('(" Distr ict of :Frn.ntt. The 253 .. , 
my regiw(•ut, was to occupy dcftniih-'c positions in the 
SarreguemJnes: area. T h e hen,')' s now and extreme (Old 
limited mohility but~n• had to le.aru to deal with it. 
l\.1yJ>la toon occupied a train sfatioi:i on Chrlst'm:.t..:. t,,,c. 

~ 'c had our machine guns hl strttlC'f:,ic posirions to 
coutJJLiuumt Lhe deployment nf rifle Company "(J.'' 1 
mad e periodic r,rn nds ro (heck our outposts the whole 
of Christmas E ve. ~l'his was not like any Cbrlstmo.s Eve 
J h:td e,·er Jmo,, u. While the.y wertn't d esign:ited as 
Chrish.U:.l.S gifts, we. were isi;,ned a oew style boot. It 
came with inner sole pnds to be cha nged d::&.ilf tc, a,·oid 
the rlnnger- or frostbite. Comb11t wc,rlbloe..ss wns 
essential a nd preveultw c:tre was :l neccssnry prncti('C, 
be it frostbitl", toolha( .he, sol"'t thro9tnrwbate:-,,er. 

It seemtd '"c wc:re ('Onstantly impro,1in2 dc-fcnsivc 
poi.itions. In th is lim ited cours.e of house keeph1g n·e 
learned how 10 make a foxhole somewhat more 
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comfortable using items "'borrowed" from the debri.s of 
buildinJ,: and homes In the arell, 1 had f i) keep moving 
atOutld ou.r peritueters chcckin~ any aud all t-lt-ments 
again~t c::trelessucs..'I, Tht. ru.-ehllle g uns of m~· p latoon 
provided an integral part of defense und the. d1oke of 
their placement wa.~ to create the greatest use of 
firepower with the rifl~ compimie-s beiu;:1. supported. 
E\'t:O lo tbfa )J~r ioui- considc,r.:.Jioo we nmerubered 
certain non-combattvc events. Ooe day 1 was in a foresl 
an:a <becking po~ition:.. For whatc\'Cr reason \\.'C didn't 
get our rc-gularchow. Fortu:oatdy, in my jeep, we found 
some eo11deosed milk :and made , now ict- cn:-am. Jc 
wasn't the best or roo.sl nutr itious meal I ever bnd but it 
sur·c beat going hungry! 

Ultimately the company \'t:ilS moved to whatw:t~ left of 
1Juildiug rtnmt11Hs in Sarn·gmn.ines fronting on the 
Saar Rinr. The riHrr l\':.t!; fr<11:en V"Cr :u1d then:~ were no 
more thnn ~hc11s oOrnildings left standing. Yet, a s mall 
bakC'r)' somel1ow managed t o continue: ha king brtad. A 
number of the guy:s did buy a loaf or two. T he fresh 
smell w::i.s even bette r than the tnste.Acouplt <>f tb.e guylj: 
found an old motor<::i'dC-llnd nftcr tinkering with i l, got 
it started . Riding it in the snow and on <kbris-ricldcn 
.streets 8Wlftly kiJled the d c.-. in· to keep ridi11~ it, not 
witb:standing lhe obvious 'possibility of attracting 
cncnw nre as welt. Ne\•erthclc:ss it bad been a welcome 
dh·erSion from total war cc:ntt'rt: .. -d lMug:t,ts, Tt had a 
posjril1e effect on morale. 
Sometimes we got in 11 s.ort oflnck-a .. dai-so-cal mood­

our minds dr"iftcd free on a calm day. So it was "·ith me. 
one day, when from a point ju~l outside of Saargutiues, 
I found myself gazing at the distanr enemy lines-. 
Suddc-uly there n·e1•e bullets dancing around me:. 
Obviously I 111.t 1he ground and d id a belly cnml lo a 
lowcrelevation. lt upset me thal T should be an example 
and here I had l1cttd in s och a foolhardy way, :1 misfake 
I vowed to ut'\<'tl' lll.ake again. J mad e my way to an 
observ:)tiOO. tower and with lhc a id or biuocub.rs, bad a 
c.l c1-.1 r view of the area where the shots came froro. J was 
one more lucl..--y cfay pigeon and equally fo r1J1natt or a 
Gtrfm-\11 soldier's JlOOT marksmanship. 

RegiU1eowl patrol acth-il-y was b(•iu~ ,:t teally 
inc.reused . Compnny II, was ord ered to ph1ce ou r 
machine -'tuns in positions more. supporti \'C to the unit.~ 
oo 1>att·ol. Jn late Janu:t~\ pntrols we-at out e ,·ery night. 
I I did ~l(>pl.'!lr ib:tl the ar(•~ immed iately in front of us 
brought tht most attention. T'bere was 2 houseurfto <rnr 
riglit, son of by its('lf, nnd we cc>Uld go in and ouc of It 
without being seen. That ,1t-ry fa<'t wns C()nsoling and 
Chough we couldn't have a Ore, j mf bc-iue; inside 1\'as 
grtat. And, to top this o ff t·here w;1s ~ cdlar with a 

sub~tantial 1>tock Qf potatoc-s that the owner b;id 
han·este:d beforewec.ame a loog. The n.-suJtoftbat goQd 
fortu ne wa~ r·eal pntatc1cs to .supplement c)ur ration~. 
Later th<· houK' si."'rved ;"IS t1I(' launt'hfog poinr for a 
Ui.tjor a ttack. 
As th e p ace Qf patrols i.ncreased il 1Jcc:m1c.c:,·idc-11t tho( 

rhe high ground we 'o\C.rt facing would be( om e t('rrain 
we would cross and beyond. Tbt (hiugs of gre-atest 
co nccirn v,crc fool mines bid by the Germ:ws. AJmo5"t 
nightty one of our guys in a patrol would slop ou uu0. 
' fhc te-chnical name w11s Claymore. 1'hcy lot>ked like 
1111Ie wooden chee.se box-es, anrl \•.-e could sec them goorr 
from our position. '!'here was a d cnn•d space in the- tre-e 
line Jjke a fire cut in a rorcst. A potrol bad t() cross from 
one ~i<lc of th ese la:rg<' (UU to the. other ~rnd therein was 
the awful but very effective foot mine. Th<:y were 
:.tlmos( im possible to dctcct, particularly in th e hNtV)' 
snow .-nd thty d idn' t need mu<·h pressutt to deto1,ate 
tlltm.A m an'S\\ C.igbt w:1s roore than 1:oou.i.;_b. 

At t his point a grc:11t dc:ll Mshu£0ing l\ lU going on. 
Our 2"-' BaW1Uou Cl> w:u located ii,1 a town named 
Souffitohci.o.t. W<' were put io re~l~rvl' u ntil ord er c-d to 
rclic,•e the 1• OanaHon. 0-u-r Regiment was moved into 
c:unp at Oe-rmingen. Fraoce. We marched iu10 a line 
runologgt.ne,·allye.a.~t and wc:d from Winring tbrou~h 
Sil1,hcim to Rambaeh, where we were in,,.ol\•e(I in 
m1.D.1e1·ous skirmishes. Tl1c 253'' Re~imcnl CP was 
loc:ated ~ uthcast ofSnrre~u(•lllincs. 
The month of January was mainly spent i.o l'.OOtiouiog 

hnprovement of our defonsivc posilinns, stnding out 
pa trots and generally bans.sing tht eutmy. It was cold 
with s-now Ouni<-s tb:u ccn·ertd tbe grou nd .,.,;th an 
estimated d('ptb of h,·eln: iocbe)'. l guess y outh as much 
as :lllytbing helped usc·nclurcthc cold. 
Ou the fint of Febt'uar-y the 253"' Regiment solidific-d 

Its defensive position south or Lhe Saar River o n a Hue 
th nt was running more or l<'SS east and west from 
Sarre,:tuemints through t\curkirchen, Pram~c. Again 
nuwtrous patrols crossed into Ccrmany s..-an:bin~ for 
:rnd obtaining info rmatio11 011 tuem_y s(rcui;::tb ::wd 
cli.~positi11n. Around the firsco f February wt. rtcth·td a 
warning order from 63"' Uh"ision that the 253" 
n:gimt nt wa5 soon to he:td au aunck iuw Ccrw <Hl)'· As 
,~e !ltu di<'d maps of the arta we were assigned i t I urned 
out rhc sector we were rn attack was .similar t<i th<' high 
grnund we had curlier observed " 'ilh a ,•fide c le:-tring in 
th..- (rte lint . Ilk<• a fire cut ti·rom e:tperience we knew 
th ey would hav(' he:.wily mined it with Clay more ruot 
mines. "II '' Comp imy, 2 ,J platoon ,~as to su1>port '"G'' 

• CO/'n 1,N\Jt'I) ()N l'A{;)~J(, 
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Company. We wt~re tn be a clh·ersionary tactic initi:llly 
while other elemeoiS o l' the 2-53"' "'en.! the main 
aU:H:kin,: fore..-. 

Corop,rny "G'" lound1cd an a1t:1ck with my platoon 
supponin;; curly in the morriiu,g. Wt' were to capture 
the two woodtd hills in front of us loc:tltd beh,·eeo 
Bliesgersweiltr and tl1e nues Rh'tr. Oui· machine gun,; 
bega.n l::t)'iog down enfilade fin:. \Ve contioued this fo r 
:1hout ~O m inutes, distrttctfog t:nc-m)' fire a nd ho1>1:fuUy 
succ<"Ssful iu nrnkini the enemy tbJuk this w:ts tb.e 
thrust ofthe main a(lack. T his :;ave '•G" Company file 
support they needed tCJ 1>roceed with m inimal 
resistanct. Also, 01crt wa~ some ljmited arriHi.'ry fire 
hrought to bear. When i t was time to c-.eas<- all 
~upportin firinf:, we b(•g,au (o move forw:lrd ~ls I led 
my plat<1on t<1watd our assigned objtctin: 

To tt-ath that objective: ''""e htid to cross one of tho~e 
wide cleared areas th al I knc.·w would be laced nith foo l 
·mim~s. llut, we had to cross now: then.- W:tlin't time 10 go 
:another way. Com1l:rny "G" w:,s, dcpendir1g, on our 
machine guns for support. Snow completely co,•en•d 
Lhe ground; thtl"('. was no way to detect a mint. I said a 
l)rayer and started ac,·oss usin~ Lhl~ sbtnd:trd i.o.fa.otry 
motto - "follow ml':' I 11u1 my loot down, toe firSt. Thad 
th<1lle big snow boots on a.rad :u my root eased down ic 
left a large imprint in the su ow. H seemed to take 
forewr to cross that a r e~t; it must have bt<-n ::1t lem,L 40 
feet across. When I s-afcly reached I.be other side, I IN 
out a heayy sigh and turn ed around to loC1k back as m)' 
platoon \'O.'- fnllo"ing in m}' footsteps. T here- was only 
one 'itt or foorJ)rtnts in tht• snow. I h.::t \-'e ahv-ays foll the 
Good Lord was watchi.H.J:: ovc-rus in lho.:;e women1s. 

As n '<' 11111de ou r way up to tbe top of the hill to r.11.11• 

designllt<'d ohjcc1h·c, th,~rc w:1s eon siderabl<- small 
arm~ and mortar fi"rt. I nmdc immediate co11tact with 
<'lt'tncnts of <.:ornpauy ;,.G" an d we ~el up defensh·c 
r>ositious. Oi:,:gin:; _in was- ,·try difficult d ue to the heavy 
mor1.:11· fire on :i.11 occupied 1u>~ilions. I set my l>OSilfon 
up os for fonn1rd as T d:t.l"('d i11 order lo observe the 
terr3in in front of us. I c(mld see el<-1m~uts of the enemy 
in tbe distance and l Su1ew they always counter­
auacktd. We ft lt our posili(ln was well prep.lred for 
chat cvcntwllity but thert ,:,·as <·Yidt•nce things ,-.,-e,a•e 1101 
~oin~ well on our left flank. We couhl hc:.1r the but11e 
raging iu tbed('U)'.(' fon.-sl and I ba~tily nrnde the round~ 
of each gun placement, satisfying mystlf we had left 
nothing undone. 
A.sit turned Oul <n1r ccmcern was l"ifl,lll. Eucu,y forces 

d id attaek tht left Oank wUb a .sizt:1ble force c.scinu'tlcd 
at 200 men with rnnk support We later learned tht 
eounter-:Hti.lt~k ovcrrlln one hea,•y machine ~tttion and 

a c.ouple of r ifle $Quads . .Mean while we faced another 
force wiih h111ks couoter-atu.cklng our front. There 
was bea,)' small ~ums flrt ond occur11te mortro· fir(• on 
our froru, It 0111,c-arcd the en~my fo rces had gained the 
upper hand on the lt•ft O:tnk and "ith tbt pressure of 
that and the frontal assaull. we h:uJ a tough fight on our 
bauds. I fded 10 keep up a lot of patter with the guys, 
both in my p li1t(1(1n and thej,!uysof rifle compaoy''G ... l 
":mtecl to dtf<'ftt foir with dete.rrni.n.:uion. 

I was lookina: tb.roui;:h my binocul:irs when a mortor 
shell t:xplOdl'tl ri~l11 in front of me. Fortunntely the 
b inoculars sa,·cd my s-ight, but were of no fu rt her 
, ·a luc! Olhl:r than sm3II shell fr:•J!me.nt.s on my fac.('. J 
was okay, It is harrl to remember exactly how 10ng th.is 
battle wenl on. At the lime Wt' felt it would nc,·cr end. 
We were contC'rn ed about the battle on or1r left n:mk. I f 
the enemy prevail('d thtrt we \H're in big rroubl(•. J us t 
before dark the enemy on on1· ld1 flunk seeroed less 
nggres$ive. We lt-11011."d later that the Ccrmot1s had 
come close to ::i m::ijor breakthrough h ut :m artill('r)' 
forward observt:'r wa!. ::1bl(' to d irect m :issed :trtWel'V 
fire on their left flank. T hat action along witj) 
rc-inforcemeols from "E" CotUJ):10.)' rept.llc·d the 
couutcr-att:tck ending th(' tbrc·at. 

We gr~1dunlly became am111e ofwha1 was happening 
ovtr there and knowin~ the.- 200d re:rnHs thc-y were 
havin $!_~ we called for a similar barrage in fron t of our 
JJOsition. This n.-su11td iu the. entlll)' fore~ pulling up 
5"lakes and withdrowing all a loni the line. Follo"ing 
this J went :tn:mncl d 1eckin5:: each of our d(•fousive 
positions1 both machine guns and Hie riOemen dug In 
ai·ound them a~ well. r had to leon'e my platoon Sgt. in 
charge $0 l cou.Jd go back and report to my CO as wdl 
as get ~ome neerfed medical trtiltment fo r my face. I 
a l~o took two 2uy~ io my J)bHoou, J>fc Sl..eri:l and 
Corporal ~011011. who had minor wou11ds \vfth me. Wt 
made. our na)' back to the company CP :rnd when he 
saw lll<', he was obvious!}' stunned. lie stood there 
loc)king at rue aod thrn said he had bet~u 1old I was 
wounded and had died up Lhen.i. I asked If ht hod 
already reported me dc-~d? li<' said ht hacl :md 1 asked 
him to pleosc have thnt e rror stra.igl11ent-d out - l sur'e 
dirln't want my dtl1th to be repo1·ted lo my fa11.1il,y. Be 
nodded, turned to his Adjut:tnl, Lt. llr'f.slcr, 1.nd told 
him to ~ct cm il immediately. Then he srniltd, turned 
arqur:id and Sllid: ·•Y(lu know yoo h:n'e Nlrn td n l'urple 
Hear(." We talked a t l('ugth about what had bappeucd 
and probably the reason \,'by I had been re.ported 
killed, 

Re paused a second, putted me on the shoulder and 
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th<'u said he wa.~ going to r cc:omm<'ncl me for a IJrom:c 
Star. I wasn't UJ>Ct liu~ tlml but l d id :lJ)preciatc i t. Uc 
Mid me to get the wou.ncls on my r:,cc tn.>at(•d so 1 went 
back to get first aid t r ea1mc.nt. With th:11 done. J. to<1k 
time <mt f(lr cofftt ~rnd a little rtst h<:fore mflking my 
way back uµ to my 1>laroon. A~ I remember 1101 chow 
WB~ brought up to tbe line, :rn c,,cut that was always 
,..,·etcom<". Done then an acli(H1 Ollc.d dnyof prcp;iratioo, 
conmct. confu~fon and c:ondusiou! Oonen cl:l:'' ofwnr! 
'fhe t.r uc- fad i.s wHr is a oeve,·•ending complication of 
coil fusion. frust.r:tLion, fc~1r. ,, itriuess. C:OJ)rradiction 
and a gcncr(lull JU)r tion of ccrtaln unc.-trtai1Hies. Oeath 
il; :ill o,·cr the 11l:~tt1 riding so it seems, on 1)ur shoulders. 
And. th<•rc is Urnt p~uliar odor produced only on 
bntUcficlds :.1 hellish :m.> 11.1a cxtntltd from t.be flesh of 
h umans and all the 1hit1gs ofwnr made by bum:1os. 

We lookl'd fornard to those pcrson!II things -
momtuLs likl.' nrniJ call 01· good hnt cho"'.Atld, i f on the 
front Line.., ooe really luuks fo rw:lrd to being ,·elic,·cd 
nnd sent hack rn ll rtllritrca. Ont: a l.so :.-1cc1uin.'tl ct-r tt1in 
skilJs nnd know·led~e - like how to look ac :l "K" ration 
IJu~ froru ten feet :nYay and tell whtthtr it is a b reakfast 
me~\I or :l diDJJer· meaJ. \Ve t:-:u·r-itd a l.ittle sto,·e-likl' 
gndgcc und heat to.blcts to us\! with ii tb:t l made 
pn1ctitally no smoke. T he flame wt.~ nett to impossible 
to dete-ct, a neccl,sar)' requirtment to limit revcaliflg 
our loe:ttion. These HHII.' .stcn•e:s were great for hentint 
.:.c"' rations or anything edible lbat iasfOO l,('UCr when 
heated. We a lso learned to he invcnth·e in other w:l)'S, 
au io au atlempt to improve our stale of mind a nd in 
some s mall way. satisfy our bodies with i oml' minimal 
comforts. 

The remaincle1· of 1-<cbruary ,, as mort o f the ~awe -
another hill. anothl't· fo rts{, .-.nothtr p l:m, a no1h~r 
altack, :rnd the inc-vil;able counter-attack And> 
tsuihlishing strong defensive 11ositious. As we 
ad,·anced through town~ und ,1llagcs with lbose 
un})ron ounceablc foreign oarnes, w hite sheet~, towels 
or white ,, ti,never hung from wind(IWS or were 
alrnched to doors. Ne,·erthele$s our i:uys had to check 
out e,•('~· b uilding h) be sure there ,.,,ere no ,:nemy 
troops insirle as m:11 as d isarm any booby t1·:1ps tl1ey 
could 0 nd . Musl of the citizens were pr~tty docile but 
occoslonnlly we ran acro~s a han l ca:,.e. unt who n·ore a 
lapcl pin w ith the Na.z1 s-wastikn and hAd a belligerent 
look. 

In tb.e tunrhrned routine of mo,•ement the re~mcnt 
wus ordered to pr~p:m~ for u uuij or cIT01•1. My platoon 
was to ~mpport ri0e uniL'i hl o proposed attack to 
c.apture an area described as:.\ rock qu:irry ilm) thtn 
p rot:ct'd foribl.'r oo to sei7,.e some hiJ,::h ,:?round that 
would sc.:n·e :1s an adv:rnta~e JJOiut. 1 ,·ecall rhe1·e was n 

lot of rtSistnncc ut I he (1uo.rrr w•ith henvy ~\rdllery :rnd 
small anns fire from surroundinj.'!woocled lll'C:lS a~ well. 
SmncLimes- we wished we could crawl into our m<-tal 
htlruets! farticula r ly wht'n the souu ds of bulJets were 
swi~hing h y, The figh ring Wtot cm into the night u ntil 
cnem~ rtsist3t)CC was thought eJiminoted. Ho\\'c,•cr, 
just before daybrea k enemy n--tnforcements we.re 
brought in :rnd fighlin~ lasfc.tl well info the mornini,i. As 
the e nemy i,cgun falli ng back the UH.its we were 
supportin;:: and my platoon m:u,fo om· wny up (I) the 
hi.i;:_h i=,round objective. Oncl' lhtrt, \\ t btj,?an setting up 
defentii\'e positious. k.now"iog_ they would countcr­
auoek o.nd in this case. thev re:11Jv d id come al us. lu Hu~ 
thick of banlc. rhe Germ:1~s disPIO.)'l'd a white nag 1rnd 
a ll fi.r ll12sto1>ped . 

lbe G~rman carrying the wh.i1e Oat;, made his way 
tow::ird us and one of our ri.Oe t·.ompany ofTkcrs llfc)()d 
111, :rnd walked towud the Ccrmlln. As ic rurocd out tht-. 
Gem1ans had a numbt-r of woun ded with no mcnns to 
lrl'al them, It "as :lf:J'eed that we wou ld :tcctpf the 
wounded a od move thew 10 our rear area for medfral 
aid. The Cerm:rn medics wore long rutncont type CO:\tS 
and canied a t'laK with n Red C 1·oss on :i white fi eld. "l·hc 
n1, i~e nf ln1lUo w,1s s ilf'need and for a few unreal 
mo men cs. the warp;1used. 

Some of our guys helped gC't their wounded. All 
figh ting stopped fo r q11ite :l long time during thi'­
unbdicvablt d.t':lilla . . Finally thi.s tntt:e came fl) nn e ncl 
and che fightiJ1g l'esumt:d :tli lhou:;h nothin~ ha d <•,•er 
h:ippened. ·fhe buttle d idn't la.st m uch longer :1st.be 
enemy fortd withdrew. It seemed necessary 1h1'1t Lhis 
unusual ewn( be reco,·dcd. He rc in the m idd le of a 
fle,·ce batUe. w here killini; Wit.\ 1bc rule. an excep1 ion 
wa~ made - wiLlu)uf :111 officio.I order ,rnd life W:tti 
granted p riority ovet death. 

The old ad,·1~e thA( A1:lrch comes in like a lion pr<'tl)' 
lllU(b m.1(cbed tbc way March hatl started for us- in a n 
aggressive modt. Now e\'try minute of every day was 
ban:2,111~ away. We needed time for (l(:rSOn:11 hygfonc, 
1io.J.e to clean weapons- :tnd time to both ~,·-rite a nd re:id 
letters. Everybody 1hinks about home. ill Other. ct:1d, the 
rest or the fami ly a.nd a swct.the.11.rt. Even w beo we were 
fi2htinc w"itb a IHirshness necessary fo r sun iv::tl there 
w:il.s :i (toden less there motiv:1tcd by meruor·ies and 
fan.ntd by ihe fuel of love i.u letters fro111 home. 

My b roth er had a Germa.u S ht1>herd clog uantl·d 
LucJ..1· ch:H he loved a nd 1) n <' cfay T <tpened a lcn e r from 
l1im and inside was some- dog hair. m s le1ter said that 
Lucky h :ld been a ccepted into (b.c Cauiue Corp. I le 
1hnughf M mut.h of Lhat dog that ht wao(ed me I0 kJlOW 
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i t and share rhat d('Cp frtlin~ with him. 
Those idle n1om('ots wtr(• ~ctliug fewer as there was 

plenty of acticm. We ket>t moving forward Olld to the 
fool sold1er. it always seemed m(,rc upwa,·d than 
dO\"nwtml. High grou nd is always an ad~ant11~c and 
capnn·in~ them is a military necessity. So e\'N'Y timl~ \\'(' 
took aootber of ihcs.t objedins the Germ:los struck 
back.At first \ \' C--thought they would lnsc; thcird~.sir'('. to 
continue fighting bul W<' bad to admit t ht•y still had 
plenty of determination. Even wbeu tllC'y surrtudtrtd 
they a1>peattd \H~II li!,ro11mctl. We c,ame lo .reeognize 
ibal from tlu:i.r po.Ult of , •lcw they Wtrt defending their 
homeland. At any rat,:, we could not abrmdon bcin:;:, 
cautious. The sJ..1Ds dl•veloped in war h:oproves lbe 
odds ofsunival but ouc must cxpeci tbe u.nexpe<-ttd. 

T here w:a.s ;rn unusually hard bonlc on anothe1· of 
those h igh wooded hills. My pl:itoon wns fo dost 
support of the riOt companies ll'ading the attack.As we 
neared what a1>pe,u-ed 10 Ut.• a b unker, all thundei:­
brc)kc loose! One of the point guys ste pped on one- of 
those fo(,r mines while <:ntre.nched enemy machine 
guns l:1id down heavy fi.rt. With help of protective fire 
by the r itle C(UUl);rny. we sel up our m:tchine guns and 
began ~ tu rning (ire :.it tb.e bunker. Suddenly onC' of the 
rlfleruen jumped up and raced tow:trd the bunker. We 
hud to stop fii-ingto :n·oid hi trio:::, him with friend ly tire. 
lit was yclJing something as be b urled ~r('nndes :t i the 
bunker. J saw l1im fall, theo get up a.od throw a couple. 
more grenades. That d id it- the Germans soi-rendered . 
That hc:rr.iie ritlem;1n, ::it r'ifle point, had the Gern1ani1 
out disarming those fo()t m ines. You could S<•<' them 
picki:ne them oul of Ute :;round and Uioglo.g th em ,,side. 
\Ve learoed later thnt the rlnc.man who earlier hnd 
ste11ped on a foot mine was tht pal of tbt hernic 
rin eman. You can' t nccinate g nysto create ,•alor-)'Ou 
just train to do you r hit. 
ln one of those somewhat inttc.tJve t>tric,ds, T wa.s given 

pcrruission to C" h a,•.k tn the re:trfor some.dental v;·ork. 
r left the platoon In cbar~e nfSgt. Shoulders and made 
my way back to the rear, hookiu,:: :tj(•(•p ride J>:trt ofthe 
way. J must ad.mil I did enjoy the mort". rtla:xc:d and 
safer feeling! T h::ul my dtnt:11 work clone, c.ertafol-y 110, 
the most comfortabk aspect ofmy rear a rea visit, buf 
to offset that e.lemMt 1 got tu .sleep in a comfortable cot 
in :l lar1:e h:nt. :1 had a couple of great hot mCillS w'ith 
both coffee.and cold milk. T otso cnj11y~d the p lessurc of 
real toilet firh1 rts mt her th::iu a field slit trench ! All in 
an it was a ,,acatir.in. When 1 wasprl.'paring to leave, for 
no particular rea.soo. I ootked ~l very big barn.Jik<' 
building. It mu$t hll\'e bc:cn a~ long as n foo tball field 
and at least 50 fO 60 feet \Yid<'. My curioi1ity led me to go 
'inildl.'. Once in, my curiosity stappNI rut in lb(' face. 

I nside, ou both sides of the building. ,;rere the bodit.-s of 
dead soldiers lying sidt? by side! The sight was torn.Uy 
s11bl1r i11g. l wm never forg('t the sn-1cll of d eath that 
filled the building. \Vhilc r was not n straogn to death,' 
the shoc.k of st.einf!, a ll (hose ;:!uys was i1ometbing 1 w:lS 
not prepared for. I t was a si~bl I will m••;er forget. 
Tbos~ were our guys. every single one of them. T h e 
prkt of this war wtts r ight there be.fore tu<'. A whole 
bnm full of soldil•rs who had paid the su1>1•emt pdte. I 
rin aUygathered my wits, stood at altentic,n, l;aluCe.d, did 
au about face and eJ.if.ed the building with chat sight 
fore,·er i.o .my ruemor)'. 
S ho-r1ly afti;:r -r retu rned followinJ;,? my dental work. all 

officers Wtrt sum moned to britfin.i;ts ,,·bett plans for 
each eltrul·nt or the Division were Jaid out to hrcnk 
tbrougb the Siegfried Linc. Ponowing the session rbat 
invoh·ed th<' 253''\ we broke down b~• t(unp:my to g(1 
over our role in this maj or u mlcrl:.ik.iog. We were to be 
in din'<-t 5u11portof rille companies "'P' and ''G." T here 
bad already been c.1)n-.id~r:tblt activity as a j!enernl 
movement :don g the entire line toward rile Siei;:fri('d 
L ine . . For·ays by pal:rols bad fH: ncfral.td it at various 
poinls but t he big push would fm•oll'e all uniti; in ::i 

conc.cntro.tc-d !llt:lck. 'Ry the time th<' auack wai1 
~cheduled to begin., Vi'C were actually at the leadfo2 
ed~l· of the Siegfried Lint. I 1·emNubcr sitting oo o_c,e of 
the SO•taUed dragoo teeth, :l reinforced c.oncrMt object 
shaped like. t\ gi!lnc tMth. Tt ,~M intended to limir, iJnoc 
impair, :in enemy's mobile ability to pcnetnte it. Pl"ior 
to thl• actual attac.k befLi_uniu;;:.. l lookl'd back. at Che 
e levatl'd terrain where we bad :l solid Un(' of artillery 
a od 1.mks. Ne\'et bcfort or since hih ·c I seen that much 
concentrated firepower. It was npp,lrcnt that we were 
g,oin~ lo break thr·ougb fbis defense :md open the d oor 
into G('rmany. 
'fh e Sigfried Une IHtd hell :tftcr h,~11 of pillbo~es and 

bunkers. T knew the Mtnck would be heavily d efended 
so when tht time came to begin th(' ass:rnlt. the 
deafening tbunde.rof a.II tbat artill.ery aod lank tlr(, wns 
wdcC1ml1. I cao' t remtrub<-r e,•e.r henring noise of such 
mngnitude. f t went nn and on and on. Finally it lifted 
:md W('; bt,:{au our ad,•ance. T he,·e wasn't U('.\r as much 
enemy resistauct as cxpcc,fed at first. :it lust oor in our 
:trea. I gues$ 1.bepounding byartillt-r y and uink fire w:is 
the re.a.son. \Vt m :.1.tk: our w:1y through mrm<·rous- bl'lts 
of tht• Linc, endinJ;.? n-1> near a little towo nawed Sl. 
On~bert. We were ordertd to movt in and occupy H. 
'fh<·rc was d cbri~ e,·el'ywbere. Wes<'turtd the town anil 
the roads in and ou t,cnshling ourarmortd and calv:try 
u nits to fu rcher e:tploit brc.ac.hing the Sie2fried Linc. 



May2007 ------ ---------------------- 39 
Student - soldier • • • • continued from page 38 

\Vt also took a great nu mhc·r of prisoners and seized 
much enemy mnt..-rial as '"ell.Twas happy to learn t h::lt 
our cump:wy h ~1(1 a ui,inimum of .:.asualtics and deaths. 
.My 1>l:ltoon was nry fortunatt.~ in (h;:a( n•e bad only had 
one n'<iundcd, Pfc. Or-i.scoll, but no d eal hs. Con~idcriu~ 
the op1>ornmities open to h::irm ,rn were. extremely 
fortuna(t . i\·Jy hope was thu1 we wou1d ('Ontinuc to fa re 
to such a degree. 

Following t he hrenktbrougb of the Siegfried Line, the 
2"" 6attalion man:hcd from St. foi;i:bert into the vidnity 
of ffomb u rg_, CcrU1:wy. Fl'om fhat point we i.omrtimcs: 
mo,·cd b>· motor; 1.1:u,.st of the timl' m• w:dk<·d. T here 
was the ('.\'try pr<:~tntdar1gcr of being luU<'d to slt'ep by 
t he la c.k of e m·my rt sistan(<'. l TC('1'0 one such time. We 
were ortll'rl:'d lo h:d l our ad\'an(:t, dig in, rest ~md dean 
our weapons, Digging io. with the sm:111 ,;huv1ilS carded 
by e,·tryone w:1s n(,t the casiesl thing to do.1·L1e ground 
was frozen and we Wt'rt a lready tired, but knew from 
cxpcric·uce tba1 a o.ice deep foxhole was one of, if not 
our best a.sset when enemy fi rt ca.mt d:lllcing over, 
around and at us. Tl1e shrill sound of ao iocomin;; 
German 88 w:uorninous, reason enough to dig nice ond 
deep! 

In the early morning we beard that rumbtiog, 
squeaking sound m:1dc by , ft Cermao Tiger t.ank. 
Suddc•nLr wt wel'"e u nder a desperate nunck by a 
Sb.table am1ored enemy force. We· bnd not pro1>erly 
prtpand a d efeosh•e positiuu. ('tU up .-iud hying to get 
our nrnt'.hinc i;u ns operfl.tional and thtn· was real 
ccmfusion as the enemy pressed tow11rd us. One of the 
tauks was coming d irectly a t my position. T dove into 
the foxhole and (ril~d to wake myself invhiblc by 
getting down in it as for as l cou ld. As the tauk 
appro:\c-hed my position, it ,:ontinuNI lO adjust tht 
bei~bt of it's gun in nn effort to see il's targer. But, by 
ibe oalure or lhl' fl•rrain it was un:i.ble to lo,'"·c r it 
enough rn dfc<:tively Ort. I d ue.keel up amt dowu as th(• 
tank came forwnrrl then haclrward, obviously 
determined to ~l~t a ••iable shot at my position. While 
t.his was ~oin,:: ou some of the other clements or our 
Battalion gained a latHal positic,u on th(' tank. T hey 
fired off sevcr:11 h:nooka rounds, hitting and dlsablioi; 
it.Alie<ond tank off to ourlefl flank then bt gan a ho.sty 
withdrawal as our fire oo the enemy infantry 
supporting 11:l.e taok took hca,•r ca,;uaUies on their 
forct. 

Followin,t this battle we were granted some r t'Sf thuc 
btfol'e 1•esmuing our monment deeper into Gernwny. 
It was readily app:mmt we could uot c.xpec-t the enemy 
to j u~t roll o,·cr - wc we.rt going to h:n-c to do it the bard 
way. Our lesson? Be alert whether in a fores t, 9 Vtl11ey, (l 

bi.II or some sm:tll vill:t,::c. Occasionall"' an C'll li re ('.nem\.' 
forte would surrcndt'-~ In mass. OthCr tlmes a J)es1 Or 
fonaticSS led enc:my wns intent on OghLinl'; rego.rdless 
ofthl'futilityohueh Aetion. 

Haviu~ dured the massh'e Siegfr ied Line defenses, 
we were ordered to roove by nrntur wheu possible. As a 
matter of comparis,, n, if 01,e ust<I chc speed of our 
previous mu,·tmC'nt as a stand::trd, we: were n.•a lly 
spet'din)! aloni:. Proiress wasn 't being mcal,urcd in fl·ct 
or 1n y,,rds. but in o.1iJe~. \Ve advanced somctbiu~ lik,• 
40 milct to the viciuicy ofVlerhcU:U. We pru;sed 1 brough 
sc-enk 11.nd be.autiful c.o\mtry that reminded me of Lhc 
couutrysid c back home, only it \\' :\S far more 
mountainous. T luire w,•r(• s0111.:- othtr ~ood things 
ha.1,pr.ning ns we :1dvanctd in this mode we got hot 
chow and h .\d the opportunity to cat under 
considel'able less stressful conditi<m~. 

'The entire Rei;imcut 1110,·ed io.1o b ivouac :.lt some 
C.cnna1l barracks. It bad beeo ~ long tilne since 
cnjoyin~ cht luxory of sl<=tping insidt'-a struc.rurt, The 
thrill wa5n' t extended howe,' t"r - the Re~iment wai; m 
:ttlack l·leidclbcr~. My platoon was to support 
<:oinpa.ny "C" again. We were orde.red t.o cross the 
Neckar Ri\'<:r and ndvnncc on into Rcidclbcrg. \Vt 
immediately ran into tht 1,roblem of Cl'":.lft to cros.~ t he 
river. Tbt1·c• wtrt no assault boats, only civilinn type 
wooden boats usually ,m.•d for fishing ur maybt 
pncld ling around. Wt t,,catc.d SClmt paddles n11d ,ritb :1 

grea t deal of iood fortone made it safely across.. 
Forluuuh::ly lhtre was a Lllini.nmm oftnemy small :.,rms 
fire, Ooce 0\'er we began making our way down .strett 
aftf: r street. There were po<:kccs of fl.rt from isofated 
positions, so we set up otn• m:,chine gu n;; to pro,·ide 
covtriu~ fit'e as our ri,tle guys darted in and out of 
buildings. 

We were making what we thought was- good he:.'ldw:ty, 
ha,•ini d tared seYt'ral blocks, when we rccein:d cirdtn. 
to(ea.se the operation and come b :,ck across thl• Nc-ckar 
R iver. We qul'$ticmcd lbc ord(•r to bt SuJ'e there W :l.$ no 
misu1kt, and then we did as onl~red. usin~ those same 
boats. \Yhcn we finally did get b!tck 9tross we ~,·ere 
u:hausled. We had been cxtr..-mdy fo rtunat(' with 
.mini.mu.en of casualties. Wt made our way b:lck to an 
usscmhly nrca where we grabbed a tittle r~t. We had 
hoped to rem:.lin the~ overnight hut lute chat 
afternoon, to cnir surpr"ise, ,,,e were ordered tn resume 
the uri;::imd pl;1.u. O ur battalion re-cr(m;ed the Nci:kar 
Ri\'cr ::ind this time t.-here was no sluJrlai;l' M proptr 
:-tssault b n:its . We ad,·a.nccd into nnd through 
.Heidelberg, ccmrdinatinj the attac-k with other 
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elcrucntsofthc6.1"'. 
Thcl"'C was liUle rtsitt:mc·l' as we moved to some hii:h 

ground u~t of Heidelber~ where wc.- s.i•curcd a ,•i.l.la.ge 
named KohJhuf. \Ve were linaUy allowed to stop1 rcsc 
and re-group. Howcvc.r: the rCS(>ilc d id n' t la5t very 
long! Tn short or der the Regimen( was on the mcrre. 
advandne rnpidly. Numerous towns werc .scc.ured and 
cleared. In Lhi!i speeded 111> ReglmeotaJ process nr 
ad\'aoce we llnd crossed the Ncl~kar and Rhine Ri,•er-s 
and sccun.'fl Htidelberg. \Ve <'tb·r uptlysloppcd whe n we 
came .-icros~ a small cam1> ultimately fypcd :n 
concentration or laborc:tmps.. U was a 1ickeoiogsight 
what with JJeopleso thJn thc·lr bod.ies \\'Oulcl hurdly cast 
a. shod<iw. ·for fear of disease and harm we might 
i,rnocently du, we weren' t allowed to 1ui11J:I(• wifb them. 
We 1(-ft whin wt cciuld :it the g:ites of thC f<- nced area. 
The decision or what 10 do \..-1u hastily decided by 
higherup bra1\s. 

T hey decided to briu~ in medical and le~;\I uWt.s to 
deal "itb what lV.lS obviously awn :.ttrncity. It was the 
first t i.roe any of us had .seen or even been Qwarc of such 
pince/\. Tf Any of 1,1s e"er needed a rtas.on to quickly 
defeat this mcrnlitrou ... , evil enemy force. " 'Ci sun:- had 
one 1,ow! We fii;:.ured lhcrc must be olber camps where 
this same type.oflnhumane trc:lfm'cnt was going on. We 
nl0l·ed out nf the area :1~ orcttrcd bearin~ memories 
that would ahvA)'~ be ther e. We sort of felt 'i'fe had a 
more noble 1-eas,m lO LH~ 0gbting U.1:10. we had btfol'e, 
not just.against ;rn enemy h urng1lnst the inhumani'tyof 
t.ncncm~. 

The 2~ Battalion was ordered to bivouac ueur the 
sm u ll village of Neck.argmuJld~ sou chc:lst or 
Heidelberg, We learned we would be motorin~ more 1 

using our Jeeps to sr)c·ed u1> the pace of our advantt. ln 
ord er to keep ('Ontacc amt maiuhl.in :.t rea:sonahle level 
of s:tfety when we were lo such ::i fast m()de M!ldva nce 
we wouJd be d<:pendent fin our radio foT timely a nd 
accurate l'Cports of enemy movement~ :tnd any 
indications of resistance build ups. 

1 hHt r found a r eference book that comp il<'d a n Ol'Cr 
l'i<:w of the 63"' Infantry Ofr·ision a nd the 253'4 
Regime nt in particular. A l Otis point in t ime we were 
wiudiui,: up actions th rou.gh l\farcb, 1945, One nf LhC 
figurci. · recorded hy the 253..i Regim<•nt shnwed 994 
prisoners wtn· takt'n. ' rhe Regiment a t this point h:ld 
suffe red 41 killtd iu acliuu, 235 wo1.1nded and 30 
mi.ssing. We h:td now adrnnccd tth out 60 m iles 
eastward info (;ermany. 

Oere it was April I. 1945 . .AJ>ril .Fool's Day. ~Hid we 
were tojO) in}: a nl~dcd r est. Tb.ere w2S a somcwhar 
rdaxed n1ood, a llttlt short of being jo,·iul hu t with 

pu ns and jokes assodau•d with April fool's Day. Thtrt 
was a lol M motori~ed :.tcUvlt)' going on \\'bich indic:atc:d 
rei.ofo..-cemeots w('re being br,.,ught intn the Regimtnt. 
There were dcment$ of both tank and eu£inL-cr ontfit.s 
sn·eUing our rtmk.s. Ob, •iously aootber b ig push was io 
the works. We had :t b riefin;; 3lJou1 upc.oming rno.jor 
objectives 2nd were gi\'r.n :1 m:mdate requirini 
movement be :lS ra1,id as possihh.- while maintaio.iuJ:: 
contact by radio a t a ll times, Tli:tt ulune would be 
difticuH in the. billy. cnn 111Qu1,taioous t<"rrnlll. ,ve h:ld 
sufficient JH"'OVislons s towed 011 both l)ur per1\ons and 
,·cbiclcs. I maintained a ~ubstllntfal S-IOtk of rntic,ms

1 

candy, Uquors, ti_2arcttcs, sugar. etc, in a lotktr kept in 
the trailer to·wed bcbiud my Jeep. My platoon rccch,cd 
its usual WQDtW~· su_ppl) ' or roli0n.$ April I, which onl~• 
added to the al~dy bnlgin,:? mobile warrhou~e. We 
were al!:O ~iwn extra ammo and sevenll of the uewl).' 
introduc.ed Burp Guu.s, T his guy looked like :1 stamped 
oul toy b ut ruoct.ioned Uken T hompson Suh-Muchine 
Gun. Most ofnttrs car r ied a Ca r bine :rnd a sidearm of 
some kind but the Bu r p c,;un beume a must. Us 
comfort was tbefir<-powcr. 

O n the moro.ing of A pr i.1 2 we set our c'lock ... fonYar d 
0Jle hour. My phum:in londed u p 11bout da~brc:.lk and 
headed south aud c-ast~ following t he route lhal ltatl 
been plotted on the maps fo Uo\\ in:; <mr briefing. lo my 
J t<"p, I had Pfc. JQhnson kttping t11c r!ldifl ..:ontad as­
bes1 Ile cou1d w•ith the Cnmp:rny. Sgt. Shoulders was in 
the third Jeep and we were constantly in cool.act us. a 
unit. We were able to proceed a f an :tcceptuble speed 
and made no coni.acl wil:h the cne-my tl ll morning. \Ve 
s-1oppcd about n()on 10 e::11<-1.11:-ne. our exact pos'irion rind 
estim ated we had b<·en dose to 35 miles :lS the crow 
flic~. We took a s hort b reak to e~<1~ smoke a cig:.:ircne 
and tend tQ wbateve.r. then loade-d up and 1Mk o ff. 

We \ \ ('.re to meet up with the rest of the cornpimy and 
other elem ents oflhe battalion later in the :trterooon iu 
the vidnity of a town named Guudl'lsheim. We neitber 
noted nor we re we advised of any particula.r t nCm) 
activi1y as l\'C con fidently d1·m·e on a sleep 
mountainside road ne-aring a !'mall ,;11age u:lm<'d 
Untcrgimpern. \Ve sit::bled b uildiui;s or the village as 
lhe road c urved around the mountain. orr 10 the left 
was :l Ughlly grassed :tr(•a hnrdcrcd by a n~1r row 
fil'rC-flm. It caught my eye sevtrul milt--s h:,ck, rnnnh)g 
sort of parallel to the 1·oad Uke wountaiu slrt:-ams do. 
Suddenly the se.ITnity of the J:tudsea1>e e,·aporattd as 
bttllel.$ raJocd down on onr colu mn. We ·wen the prty 
of a hellish ambush! 

My driver, Pfc, .Myei·s, rt~acltd l ike any sta rtled 
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1>crson would, stomping do" o hard (m the br r1k1Js 11s" e 
(' tune to a scl'eec:hing halt. T he Ct'rnums had set up ::i 
strong fortified position that was 11ndetectahlc until we 
lH!rC ri~IH uude1· Uu:ir gun:sc. ' 1'111:)1 wen.• 011 lhe hi.i;ther 
l_cvel t(1 ou r right, luuk.in:; straight dov,o (HI us. As my 
jeer, ·was coming to a halt. l jumped out :md do, t o,·(!r 
(be hitch betwe.e n the jrt·r, nmi the trailer, hitting the 
f{.I"Ound as 1 scooted to a position whl're I (Ou.Id hj' to be 
less vi.siblc and hc,1,efolly figure ou( what <-<mld be done. 
M yt-rs 10y de-ad to my left. I stiU Hod if difficull to 
uudtrshrnd how I was able to ,;afdy get out of the j eep, 
tu_rn ~rnd dive betwcl'tt the j('tp i-i od rr:lilerwhile :\ly~rs 
w:1s <m the more shielded left side and was killed. 
Nevertheless. tb:1tis the wa) it wa~. 

Fr·om m:,· pMiticm <m the ground behind the jeep , T 
looked back ut the eoluru.n ,,·here the serond jeer lhat 
currktl our medic:d supJ)lies- was on tire. To m,,ke 
matters worse, .rrc. l\'fitchcH, th(! driver. was 
ap(lart'ntly se,.·crcly wounded and nppe:ncd u nahle HI 
£Cl out of t11e jttp . Sgt. Shc,uldcrs a nd Lht' OlhCtr j eeps 
were not totally trn11pcd like our first two jttps. I bcg:rn 
boUering at him to get oul, ~o back, gel out, go bac.k l 
Whether ht' could hear me or nol O\'er the noise :tnd 
ccmfusio,1 was question:1hlc hut he could see che 
situation and both of the jeeps 1)):lll:lf!Cd to i;afcly 
escapl'. I (cit coufideu1 Shbulders would c1mt1tCt 
Cornpaoynncl help would u llimalclycomc. 

Meanwhile I had 10 do somcthin~ nhom M itchell. He 
was sittin!,! strai;:thl u1, in ibe drinrs se:1t. hurting 
e nough lo try out at tiwes. 'rbe fire wa.s ~l'ttin ~ worse 
by the second :incl so1oke wa~ incn:usiu~ly boillu~ up .ts 
th e flame~ lickcd nl the trnlkr. 1 h.._d to gel him out 
somehow or he woold b,irn in the n:,mes. T sra rtcd 
cr:,wllu~ towal'd h im, probably ubout 25 or 30 feet~ 
when about haJrway there, 1 felt sornetWni:: like a bee: 
sting. l kepi t.r:h, ling, the smoke limiting vi.sibiHty to 
some d<·i;trec·. ,vhen t finnlly gnt to him, f rcoehcd u p 
illld pullt-cl h im out. As he dropped to the ,zround I 
continued lo JIUU him b;·1ck from ihe jeep. Hoth of us 
needed to gc.t f urtl1l1r :nvay from the names bccaust-. (b e 
jeep was ~oing to h lnw up ...,hen the nnmes C'ngulfl'id it 
a.od tbe spare gas cans itnired. 
The s-ituation <:()uld lrnr<IJy be \\ OJ"Se. Smoke filled the 

oi r1 bullMs were still pelting everything in sight. O r so it 
scem<'d. I told Mit<'hcll " e had to get ovtr to the. strea.m 
·wh en· we could J:<:t some de-cent cover. He could hurd ly 
UHi\'(• audit w:1s about that time th;\t I bc:~an to lrnrt. l 
ran m,y left b and acn,s.s my rig ht ~id\• and fel t b lood . I 
knew the n wh nt that he:e- ~ting r fclteartlcrwas - :.1 b11JJet 
wound. Somehow, some \\'try, I ~ot u s to the c.dgc of the 
str l':1111. I was huffiu~ :-1 lot ::uJd M.itchell said lw c11uld n'l 
go ~\I\)' furthtr.1 slid o,•er the bank into (h(• s(rt ;tm. U 

"as jce cold and deeper thl'lt1 I thought it would bt. lt 
crosstd my m ind Ibid I 1:uight drcnrn, so l hooked :.1n 
a rm O\·tr n root or some kind of g rowth on the ban.k. ,\s 
J m ore or lc~s hung thcr-t\, my helmet fell ofr. As 1 
w:.ltt:hed i t movinit with the rurreot, rhe Lt. ha1' on it 
1·01ated ;,round aod al'ound, nun·ing cm down tbt­
stre~m. We knew we Wen,>. in bigt big t r<1ubll.'.' l l n•;;i.s 
having incrt11sing difnculty hreathing nnd 1 knew l was 
losing blc,od. not to mention my mental attif11de in the 
pli~C o f my p l:1toou. T his was the low point of my lire 
and tbefe djdn't :tppintr to be a (bin.i; I could tfo it bout IL 

T don't know how long I d u ng there. The paJn kept 
gerrin~ ,1.-orse a nd I either could n't hear Mitchell 
any1.1.1ore or I was bcginnin,: to pass in and out. IJe was 
just above me. on the tdge. of the. stnam aod io my 5fate 
of mind 1 reasoned that ht probably wa.s dead. The eqld 
water seemed to get c:c1ld cr and my body start<'d 
shaking uncontrolhtbl(•. At tb:U poi-Ot my life was not 
mine. to eootrol. lf l was to sun•in this demand on my 
life i1 would co roe froo1 a 1mwcr greater tlmu auy in this 
world. I didn't havt the s trength to tUove myself up, 
down, or $ide,, a )'St bm I felt nn odd sense of peace; a 
sensation th~t seemed to as.sure me that I would be au 
right despite tbee.ntirely ucgafh•c s-iluatiou, 

l' foll someth ing rugging at me - struggling to pull mt 
out of the srre.:m.1. 1 was so:1king wd, which obviously 
wade it bard to gr:th my slippery uniform. Too, l must 
have fe lt pl"l'tt:i,· muth Li.kc li..ulp dead weight IO them. It's 
d iffkult if tlOt n ext to impos.sib.le to reme mber c:rnctly 
what was going on when t"·o Cerman soldle.rs finally 
got 01c out of the w~tl'r. l , ·aiueI)' recall them stl':iining 
to p ull mi: out. I be-i·u:d tbeo.1 talking back and forth b ut 
I didn't speak German. l hne trietl over lbl' }'tars to 
rcmemh,~r if th<:rc were gcsrum or menacing actions 
made by them that indkated we were in fo r violent or 
brutal trt-atmeut. T heir unifo rms appeart'd lo bt thc 
st:lildard b.ssic k.i.ocl we bad Sl"l' II many times before, 
and I dc.t,:rmined chcywcrenot SS. 
E "·cn in this sordid m:1yhem, I kepttt'yingto a~k about 

l't'lilebel.l. T hey didn't ipcak l!ntl.ish. so m)' efforts i.n 
th.is area achieved 110 rtsponse. Tht)' ruoi•e or leJS 
d ragged me toward the little town. A ppareotly they got 
John sou and Shepherd from t he~econd jet(, to hcl1> me 
most of tbe way. l was just about cml c,f it. "finally I was 
take{I i.nto a lrnm~c where. myi;:uys w(•rt able to strip me .. 
Th<'y p ulled irnd jerked u ntil they gqt all my culd, wci 
clothc~off' . .Someonc mnnngNl to get one of our sleeping 
bags a nd (IUt mt inside. I c.ou.td tell there were c.i"ilhms­
in the house with aU the foreign talk going on. Sumcone 
found n.vo straw filled comforters and 1>ut me iu 
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l,elw~1) th.em bec.luseJ nted<'d the :lddit.inn:d warmth. 
I didn' t hih't 9ny clothing on inside the sl<·CJ)in~ baj!. 
F.ither Shephtr-d Or Johnson told me that Mitchell W::tS 

ju.st ac.-01,s the room from me, KnowiuJ: tu.• was ath·e 
was :, rc•aJ comfort- something l. w:is ruon.ing a might 
sborton. 

As m · ~lipped ioto tht early hours or night, ,Jr,hnson 
came in and said the towu's pt<>ple had discu\•e~d the 
locktr in the trailer behi.o.d wy jeep and wert. hrn ·ing :l 
c:maJval-llke celcbrntl(ln. T can lc)ok h:1ck in n!h 'OSJ)CCt 
and imag.inc how thtyfelr,,·heo they found candy, food, 
liq11ol" and American d g:trcttes in the locker. Who 
knQWS bow long it had betu siuct lhey had fre:its like 
those? Wl,eo I woke. up l.\ter, o tall German man w11,;,; 

standing hy me. Hl~ looked rlown atmt and indicaled he 
,..,.anted to St<' th(• c-xttnt of my ,, .. ounds. Sorueho"' w<· 
comnmnica1td. a( lt:ast to lite poin t of me 
uudl'rsl~utding b.is motive. It became ob,' ious thl'l.t he 
w:,s ,, doctor. Wl,ilt he had no medica l supp Ues 
wh~f'i:ot~ver and aJJ oul"'S Wtrt los;r in the j eep tire, he 
:;:inJ;!crly c hecked we as bt-st be 1:ould with me in the 
s-le,e-piug bug. Ht, they, or someone eamc up with 
OJiHttfal b e placed (IVtr the wcmnd on my side. Poking: 
around on my chest, side and back whiJe noting my 
h'tbored bn-nthin:; he used facial,expresslons 1md body 
geshirts to ttll rue I bad u problem with my .dgbt luog. 
He h3d next to oothiog to sterilize the\,ou nd Mhtrthan 
tht> con ten I$ of the first a id pncktt :.lll Gls carried on 
their a mmo bells. lie dose-d the sleeping b:1g up aud 
hel1Jed anist ror guys in pullini; me back between tht. 
h~u ~tra'4 Ollecl comforters. He.turnl'd and left and that 
was the last and only time T saw him. 

I mmr have passed in and out of conr.cfouso.ess 
numerous times duriui;: t:he tes1 <>f Uw 11ight The paio 
gre,,· wtmre- witb Ciwe, :and as daylighc replaced the 
darkness, I heard a mix Mshouting a,. well :.as tht ooists 
of people sc:tmperin.)? 11bout. I IH•a.rd the $OUnd of a 
vebkh- nwfor, which tu.rl)ed out to bl, Luy j<'l'p. I \\ as 
bodily picked up IJy (wo Gero:ian soldiers, taken 
ou t.side :1od l:lid on top of chc tar·p eo,·cring the trailer 
acrn.cht.d to my jeep. S hortly M..itche,U was put on the 
tarp bt.•sidl' nw. J1~or tlle ti.rst ti.Jne a Gtriua11 soldier 
weari1lg an SS uniform ();J$Sed by where I was laying, 
'Re lookl-"(I at me and chen disar>11l'"arcd. I heard what 1 
kn(',;.,.. ·wercAml~rkim ta n ks in the distance. 

In wbll.t se<·mcd likl- shurt order, there wel'e bulleLS 
careening all arouild . .Sudden)~· the SS soldier 
rtu1>peartlll, ju.mp4.-"d in th e drircr sea t of the jeep, 
started lhe motr.ir and :ittcmpted to drh·e o ff. lie either 
didn't know the emergency brake w.-i.s on o r lu:-. llidn' l 
k.now how to ttlt11sc ii. \Ve t..'Ouhl smeU a bot broke 
Uningc,dor!ts tbcjeep hardly moved. He fina lly turned 

the wolor off, walked back to me .. pulled out hi~ l .ug,:r, 
stood there b l"icfly, Lhen tur m':(f :ind r:m orr. r b :h·t 
tl1011ght about that moment ma.ny time, since. Did he 
intend to shoot J\fitcbcll and me? J)id he fl"el Hrnt if he 
killed uJ ~itb Americ:lu fort:-l '-S th:tt close he would be 
i:,:iveu the s:u.ue lreatme.nt when e.optul'Cd? Or, with 
bullets tilling th e a ir, \\-a<; i t not mort.stnsible r·o }!Ct the 
ht.c k oul of there? l'll ncve1· know the a.uswt.~r s3vt' h~ 
didn' t use bis Lu~cr :md 1 haw lived to teU the story! 

I don't kl_1ow bow ~UtcbeU a nd I survived laying fhe-re 
on tbQ.t tarµ totally cxp<·•scd to both friendly and en<·my 
Ort. Reing wounded for such u Ion}!; time didn' t endo"· 
me with d ear mind butitwascltatly csscut.ial that both 
of us uet.--dc-d to get down co ground le,·c l, :.lnd 
iOJJJ1ed.iately. l dJdn 'L hnvc enough strength to shout to 
Milchell but with what tnCr"1 J could mm,ter. 1 told 
him that we had t.o roll off the tarp and gel on tbe 
grou.ud rii;:bt now or we we.re i;o.in.g to be ld.Llc-d b)' our 
cmn fi re.I knew ii w::is going to h urt; Mitchell's legs and 
my chest, s ide und h:1ck but when I said •·tct•s- d1, it" we 
both r olled off. I cues.s we had to d ro1> al least three feel, 
maybe a littlt mort. The only gol)d tbiog ii bout the fall 
was we were .o:rnc.b sa.fer- 011 tJ1c gmund. I hurt real bad 
:wd Mite,hcll was moaning badly again. I must have 
passed ont moments :lft<·r the fa ll because i.:ht Jle.tt thing 
J r(•member was lookiug at :lll .;-\merican helmet wilb a 
Red Cross on a white (ield. The medic under tl1e helmet 
asked if l would like something fo r pain. I don't know 
how quickly or loudly I 1aid " YRS,'1 but b.is qul".stfon 
WAS Onl' I didn't wail to 211swer! I nskcd him to look 
aftel' Mitdu:11 tou, :tnd l feel sure he did but 1 was so out 
()fi t lcao't remembc.r. 

J hS'l\'C tried tn piece together tbtua:i•ri.ad of things that 
ha1>1>e-11ed to me in the hours and days folio,\ i111:: the 
ambush al Uotc.rgimt>Crn. On the day we were rc­
c.:Jptured l was loaded In an ombulnncc. These big g\1ys 
weren' t designed for cr·e:tture comfort but they were 
sturdy aud capable of guingjust abouC ao,· pl~lce. lf you 
were ever wounded,) ou wcrcglud they c.:ould c.ome and 
ge.t you! They transported me to a Field lto~pital but I 
don 't recall rnuch ahnut the 1·ide. l was ,::lad wheo we 
got there and the b umping arou.od sloppt-d! Fi,•ld 
Ho!St>il!lls :lrto' t permau,mt facilities but the,• have the 
wltercwithaJ to do what's got to be done to· keep you 
alive nnd ins;urc lhnt you will sun·h·e until you do reach 
a permanent fa('.ility. 
T hty came u11 w ith a few c.sseothtls th(tt I "as g rateful 
fol'. like something to wc.:1r. I d idn't want to be moving 
hen.•. a nd there in the huff! Thcr cleaned my wounds. 
removing dead and dnm:tgcd tissue aod filled me ,.,ith 
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Penicillin, a newly dc\•cloped :1ntibiotk to th" a rt 
infettion. J also n.-tl'ived a ~cnerou~ portion of blood to 
replace !lc>me I usn:d ly produ('t 1,y Ul'.\'stlr. The)' didn't 
waut to Optr~lc 011 my lung there, l~avlng that to 
:iUq!WO.S with the best equlpmc.nl, t ime and rt•hah 
f:lci lilie11. They wanted ttiejob doneproperly. 

ln my llh)'ikal cc)ndition at that tiwe, C'-Onsciousul'.'b 
w:::is a toutl' :rnd go thing, l feel certain 1 was mewed 
directly from rhe field hospital lo on nirficld but I h:we 
nr, idta howfaritwa~ or when twas mo~·td. To the best 
of my knowltdj,!t, I ,nts transported there 1be ~we day 
but that is uo( a certainty. I du remember bearing 
airplane motors. sometimes just idling and 01hcr Limes 
rcvvc-d up until the.ir5(111 nd died out, like a dying echo. I 
was on a cot or litter right next fo the side of the teut 
The wlud 01ust b~\·t bct'u blowing preU)• b.arcl b ecawc 
the curh1in side of the h.•nt kept flopping aeros-s the end 
of my cot sod h itting my ex-posed feet. \Vhen J was 
awnre thnt someone was: ne-arby, I would a!'lk the1.o fo 
pull the blanket dowo over my cold foet I rngucly 
remttubcr this 5cenario h:tppeo.ing SC\'tral t imes, ft 
was like the rccnncnnertt of a hit pla)' :ind repetitious 
curtain t ... 1lls! l really don'( know how long J lar there 
bul cvcnlually I was aware of being Jo;1dcd into an 
ai.rplant. 

T guess 1 was periodically gi"1cn something for both 
pain as well as infection. I h:we always mort or h.-ss- 1wrr 
rtacted to 111edk:1tion~; e, ·en wbeo taking ;l simple. 
sleepin~ pill my body would wanl to sleep for d:.:iys and 
d.ays . .Ne,·erthcless whatever they govt me or wh11tcver 
tbe frec1ucnc:,·, l c.an't s:,y I had ren-ible pain, )1)' 
grearest problem ,, ai brt'athinl,! and l was so weak 1 
didn't feel Uke 1 could lift 1be bhmkl't c.o,·erin.; me. One 
llliu:; for sure, J djdo'f wake up when we took off or 
during the flight. 

1 ~uppose the sound or rtlatin: 5ilence woke we oc the 
fact we had lauded 2.ud there wus: 1m mo,·cmenL T d id 
re:ditc· lher~ was a fol going on :iro und me. My eyes 
b:irely opene.d, linJe more than a slit. They ~cemecl to 
burn and the light made my h<'nd ache.-. Several 
somebody15 u n-strapped my titter as 1 tried to see,, ho 
and wh:u wits i;c.,ing on. As l was lifted up there was a 
Cerman uniform at the crid of the litter. My mind spun 
in a ~tate nfweil'd c.onfusio11 - w;,s 1 still a prisoner'? Am 
I drtamin~·,> As I was carried to tbe ex.it door of tlu:. 
pl:1ne the Ger11Ht11 M)ldier lurntd ii round and wbeo be 
did, there were great big PW letters Sl<'ndlcd c)n bis 
shirt. R11picily the emotion and rrauma 1 had 
experieuced moments before re,·trted lo a eompltl(' 
oppos-ite ~h1h.-.1,f rl'lid. T he world st.-emed r ight again, 
even io tbe tangles manufactured b~· war. I was awakf: 

to knuwmy bodywasi1i USAhauds~,ml ma yb e I would 
be able to rejoin my outfil again, T hen trcrything went 
dark again I WflSOUl ofil! 
l ho.re no memory nfwh:1t was hap1>C'nini to me in the 

time perfod from bcinjt c.arrit.'<I off the p l:rne to waking 
up and tiodini;: mysdf on an 11pera1ing table ln Verdun, 
France. l rec;11l bc:trlng a ,·oicc say thi~ may hurt a 
liUle, rtfcrring to the anesrbeticiDjeclion I was :tbout to 
r-eceive. l , ·aJ::ucly remember ve1•y bri,::ht lii;.bb :111d 
what I 110w koO\\ wa) tlw white masked surgeon as he. 
leaned over me. 1 \\:IS fini:i.Uy genfng my right lung 
rtpair"OO nod inflated us wc:11 as other injnrie.s Ch21t 
rc(111ired th(' h::rnds of a .skilkd su rgeon. I didn' t k1u>w 
up to th:,t point bO\l' serious my wounds were. In the 
course c,f recovery l was told that the bullet th:lt h it me 
appMtn(Jy '"*S "hut we c::i llcd n dum d um bullet. It 
wa~n•t like a poi1Htd armor piercing bulle1 b 111 W:l.s 
round. T h is type of shell c:iusi>d ton~iderable more 
dam-'~e lo my body in that il ruore or less bounced 
around r~tber tllfm passh1g straight through. In my 
cast, t1l\ I w:,s c1·::iwlin~ it entertd my upper back, 
sl.ighOy chipped my spi.ne. went acl'O!iS and d(1wnward, 
s triking in illy rib :ir e-a, pierciu g and deOatin~ my lung 
and lheo exited going upward, karing away m uscle 
and Odh on my right side beneath m y nrm. 
When I fi n:111,y wokr up I was in a comfortable bo~pitaJ 

bed wilh cle:~n wWte sbect.s and J could f.recly b~the 
again! The doctor c2me. around sbortl)' after T c~1me to 
and told mt wh11t they h:td to do. He told me I should 
c,·cnn1:-tUy reton;ir ~ith som..- remaioing dis:tbtUry but 
by and large 1 was fortuu,1te to iitill be alive. 1 
r(•JUtmbcr him gh•ing me :.1 b~odful of small paper bags 
to blow up when T felt like it. 'fhis would strenjl.tlleu my 
rc:p11ired lung. Wbel'l I :LSkt.-d ulmut returniog to my 
unit he looked at we with a s<>rl of u~ga1h·e grin a.od 
said: "110 wn~ J.L,you will begoiog home as soon as :i,·ou 
arc able :ind we <'An fl r rungc n ~tatc side ride for you."' I 
should have hetn elared o,'er w"hat he jaid but I sf-iJ.l 
wanted to i:tct back fo my outfit. With tbnt roadblock 
6.rwl)· i.JI pl:.tc.e, I sh1rkd blowirlg up p:1per bags and 
rtg!li.nfog strength. 

Ccmsider ing both rhe fory .-ind active habits of :.l 
vetcrtin Sl)Jdic.-r. when you are $uddtnly sto,·c U[> io :.t 

bed lbel'e'lli :l certain panic lhat c.omes over you. All 
lhm,e little things you nomrnlly do s.o e:a~ily hecome 
tough, if not imp(1.ss-ihle: to do by yourself. I foll I had to 
write r:ny fo lks and let them know 1 w:is ok;1~·. By now 
they wou.ld bne tecch•etl n tch.-gram teUiog: them that I 
had been wouoded or mayb~ they were told I h:td been 
cn1Hurtd or maybe even ki.Ued. I :tsked for and wa.s 
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given some writin~ paper :wd a pen. I wa~ $0 we;-ik it 
took me tno days to wrlle that lcUer. J wa.~ determined 
to mnk<' my l1andwriting apprar :l~ norm:11 :.u p0$si.blt· 
\\hilc I a~sured them I really was okay. Getting the 
letter off lo thl'm mndc me teer better. )1y uot kmm·ing 
what they bad b(•t·u told nas <.>b,·iou1>.ly 001 oo the same 
lt!\'el of their cooc.t·rn b ut the iff!JU)rlOnt thing,,,.:,~ tha t 
we shnml and C:tl"('.(I in our low~ for 011<• another. 

I kept blowing up those linle. papt:•r IJitg~; J nas 
tew.pl(-.:1 st••l'rnl lim~ to blow ooe up ,md pop it buc 
somehow 1 resisted the temptation! Tn tht l~arly rl f1ys of 
my rccovc.ry, bh,wing up paper bags was the bi~h point 
nf my day nnd if J had popped one they jud might ba,,e 
tuktn this momentous timt away from me. Aod, 1 
v,a.sn'l too sure that I was strong c11ough yet to pop one 
And besides the wh<•h~ idci, was to SO'e ngthen my lu n,:z. 

One day, to my sur prise, I rccch1cd a JeUel' frow J .B. 
Olindc. He wa.s one of om· orii;:imd LSU ROTC who. 
wHb m<'. wns assigned to Comp,-.ny '·H.'' He was givl'n 
an 81mm mortar platoon. 1-lis ll'tftr wa~ mostly about 
the compnny :md unfor tunartl}' d id not have m uch 
good ne,u. He djd sa~• I had been promoted to L" Lt. 
T he leUerwent on msny they found my jt'cp a nd trailer, 
full of bullet hnli.>.~ a~ well as ll1e jeep and trnik.r that 
burned. Ht was now the CO in tbat St. Clair w1b 

wounded a dav or so e-:1l"Uer. Frnm Lhe I.one of b.is letter 
it seemed our Company and the cnrire 25Jn1W:lS takinj? a 
bcnting. I read that letler so many times it's a wo11de-r 
the ,, rit i ng didn ' t fall om 
A:s tbeday~ p~se(l l begi» to fCel much srrouger. There 

was one thing thnl l was rl'ally tinul of - :l bed1u111. 
"hich I wn~ fon"ed fO PS<' beou.s(• J didn't have the 
stttni;:.th LO ;;:ctcmt of bed by wyself. Oue.lli~ht J 1.h:citled 
1 was going to gtl up uutl go down to I bat toilet closet by 
myself.As J got out of bed I fol l pretty ccmfidcnt I could 
make thb: m'<'es~ary rrip. Well, I J:!01 then· okay bul 
whtu I tri.:d fo gt.'t up I just couldn't a nd lhis prese.uh.'-41 
problems. First. ~,t uJght Ute mcdil:.:ll st:.10' was 01ostly 
French Nuns ,~ith big white headpiccc-s. J sat tht'.r(• for 
quite a while and finully had to knock 0 1) the door. 
lking: it was ru~ht and not :m expected problem, to say 
the least. I had to knock scvtr:d t ime$ until one of those 
fi11c fomall!s stood outside the door speaking in Frcnc.h. 
She flnollj•.surmiscd the ~ihiation and appeared shorUy 
with wheelchair :rnd mah• ordtr ly. With the-ir bel1> 1 
stru~ltd to :;et in the chajr so she touhl wh~l 111 t.> back 
t.o my bed. There ha~ ne,·tir bt't!n :t more embar-rasslng 
moment in my lift~ 

'When my doctor camt doiu~ hi~ morning thiog be 
really put ii down on me, Today that ~pisode is 
b umorvus l.,ul buck then that impetuous net didn't ht-Ir> 
my reco,·ery one hit. I .it11c by little my body .-e1)airtd 

it.self :md as I mended my doctor fth•or<'d me by loosfo2 
me from what ,;etmtd an tterulty <>f sta)•ing lo btd b) 
m1ttin%! me on a liiht eurci$e rou tfo1.•, !fo kepi a p retty 
dose eye on Lll) 1n·o,::r<·ss. frc4ucntly checkfog my 
breatbiu~. obviously concerned about imt,r,wemt·nt in 
(ll)' rlg.br lung. S:ui~Oc:d th!tt ·1 ,,,.·as doi·n,.-:: well, he 
txpanrled his l)erm.i$sfon ::)nd a<"tually in.sistNI tbr.t1 I 
walk a little mort- each da)', uoL limiting o>ys-elfjusl to 
lhe un:ll around (he hospital but ns I grfw urnnger, to 
go slghtsee.ing in thi~ old histm·ic. town of Verdun. I 
fully intended to follO\'i' bis directions hut as i,s usu::.Uy 
the <ase, l lc-arned that I was dt1e to bt 1n111sported to a 
dc~ignated re-co,,er area close- to ManeJU~ whc.r-e J 
wnuld reooaio under mcdic::il supcrvi11hm u ntil such 
t ime a~ lhc hn~pital ship would become ~w:tila ble to 
transport me, and lots of i:;u ys likt mt" IJack to thl' O.S. 
of A . 

I 111:rnaged w do !L littlcsightsl'cing. T h9ri read a hoot 
V,,wduo mony times. It J)lnyed a prom:in(•nt role in 
\\rv-'J :rnd there was :t kind of mystic :d.r about ii, l 
d id n't hrwe •·be lu~ury of tlddilional tim e fo,- aoy 
purpose tl1cre, so J 11,1(( the sit<· of my rN:upcration, 
beadlng to another medical ha,1en. I was 1Je2i1111ing to 
feel n:nlly R-OOd; l could take deep breaths withoul 
('0ut:bing :rnd my stre,ogth \\CIS continuing to im prnve 
dally, Tbt ~oiug home 0:awe w:1s Startin~ ((I burn in a 
big w:1y. ~ ot that Lhen: was 11s secret about ")"l'bca we 
might sa il, the fact was no one knew. l\ly inu)Je(lj:ite 
interest cente red now in the-pre-.stnl. We a r rived a l Lbe 
reco\'tt)· :\rta near ~1:.in:;eiUes whkh was a <:iry uamcd 
Ah:. \Ve nrnre Ol' less sh uttlcd he-tween tvto ~ite$, tbt 
hospiml and what h.ld been :i f:u.1(')' botd . .M:m,eilles 
was only aboul 40 o r 50 mile5 away bnl lbt: ",aH in Ai.\ 
turned ou l to be .\O OK Fre.nch tr~Jt. 
For the first Orne I had the opportunity :mil t im e to see 

aud get a fc:cl of w h:t t war~free France was likl'. I was 
fct•ling pl'e1ty ~ood a nd after the doclOJ') :H lilt hospilal 
clll'<'kt"d me out io tbt ro.omiog.s I w:ts free tu get up and 
go <h ruu<:b as f \\anted tu. J ob,·iouslywom'rphysieally 
:.1blc to go prancing around hut by pnd ng myself. l 
C(lu)d leisu rely stroll around ~nd 1.·njoy wh:tt Au had lO 
oner. A fe llo" 63'( OMsion or.l'icer, Captnin Pilla., lhc 
recc111 CO 1)f C"omp:my .. E'' 253"" Rc,.timcnt, like 1.ue. 
w:1s capabh.- nf ronming a round b ut on .i mor~ Hmil t!d 
b:tsi~ th:w Ille. li(• h:td bc,1.•11 )ll(>t in the thro:it a nd could 
lnw.lly talk. T h,~ guys in his company called thcmsclve~ 
"l'ill:l's Cuerrilla..,i.•· 'nc doc·to~ asml'ed W:m hl' would 
cvcntualJy mllke a substantial rccol'ery and be abll? to 
speak i,n a 01alliler that w(,uldn't u odul" attract 
attention. °'"'ewe.re both from I,oulsi:1n:1. H 1: ,~·:,s .i true 
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Cajun from tbe southern pnrt of the . .st:uc and we 
<Juickly btt~amc goon friend~. !.haring the many things 
\H!· had iu common. 

A ratl1er un iq ue tbfog we enjoyt-d "·:u (he sidt-u:tlk 
cufcs, T hey pl:u:ed t:Jble1, and chairs on theside,\ alklu 
front of the. pcrmnncnt h uilding, ond ~.-.me hod h right 
\ttnbrellas to offer shade from tbe sun \.,..h<·n it was 
d('.twed practicablt .• We Jtarued prt.tly fast n ha l tlriuk 
to order! 1'bey even b,1d a form of ice crca114 but we 
d id n't feel com(C)r t::ih lc coting civili:tn food: f)c!,irlCl. Wl' 

hnd t he best chow at both the hospit31 and the hOlel. We 
d id nttl'mpt to rQ1w er.i;e ";th the towns1,eo1lle bul ll.lOSt 
sµOkt\ wry tittll' English and we $pc,ke ,·ery little 
French. An-.twnv. ourt-fforcs were rcwnrdcd \\ ith smiles 
a nd hnrdy· ha~dslrnkts. We relt cornforrnble in 1he 
m iddle of a town 1hat eihibiled (rieodshil' e, en thoui;:h 
we wt'rE-n'( d1.1ing the i;reatest job i1J Lbe •ll'l~a of 
l;111gungeeommu,1ki)cion, 

\Ve were told there '"as music and dancing S<'"tral 
u i)!hts of lht- week at a l::tr :,?c arb(ir~like huilrling 1Jear 
the- be,.rl of town. Aflcr eating our evening meal, Pilla 
:rnd I m11de oor wa~• there. Herc was the ~ide of tl1(' 
1=·rench that sig na led the ,·eleMe of pent Ul> emotfons 
that had smolde red under the heels qf rhe German 
-0et.up:1tiou. Then: w~rc l!C\'trnl groups that nltcrnatcd 
ph1ylog wbat resulted l.n the continuous flow of rnosk. 
There didn't appear tc, be any slc,w ballads 01· Ion~ 
son~s, rather al111U)Vi11}! Will l7.CS ur iitntalh:in}! lilti.. T he 
accordion u•as far and away Lhe p r cdc)minatc 
inslru.weot ln fact, 1 cou nted three or four in 011eof d1c 
gYoups. l'hcrc were '"iolins, string ha~s~, harmonica_,. 
and t\'tU out or two flutes. 'rhl•re was an oltl uprii:ht 
piano o.u the ele,•;ittd st;ii;e tb.-i( was uSl>d b) ~c.n :rnl 
groups. The p1;.'0plc danced :md occasionau,, th(' ,1ast 
majority of thtm w,nlld b reakout singing a ~ong that 
seemed to b:h·(• .some spedal meanin,: fo a f nnchma n. 
This w:1s the .Fr:rnce ! bad ah"I\) ~ pit.tun:id : the ,::uitty~ 
lhc m~ic thuf to me hud tb:11 (ypk..al fr<l.'.o.ch sound 
mixed with their s miles and n special kind of c.arcfrcc 
air. I W3$ J?l:td L had the 01>por1unjty to be thtr(• at thal 
time - t<> 5ee their faces a nd e,·en sb.-n- their s<•nsc of 
cc,untry. 

( strutk out on my own cmcc in a while, wnndt.' ring 
thro11gh the n:1rrow Sh"<'t(S tb:11 remiodt•d me- of UH• 
French Q uarlers in New Orleans where the automobile 
bad 10 :,:.hie\\ a) to 11Je slrcl'l..:ar ()n lhe m1rrow ~tr et;!(s. 
Mcrch:ants in Aix dido't have extensive invencories, 
and what they did have to selJ would h:we to bt termtd 
shelf worn. Nevertheless there :use some things ~, c-. b:td 
to h:n•c, uml a dated soroefbjng is- better t lrnn nothing. 
American Cl's ar't a. cbnritnhle bunth~,;haring m uch of 
the wt:alth t hey possesr.ed. parricularly with ch.i.ldr'('o. 

T hey h.ad J't':lSOn:iblt~ ~1ccess lO ihc kiJ 'i, b ig Lime 
fa,·or ite - c hot·olate c.aody. bul 11:ld co be cnrdUI noL tO 
b('come a Pi«I P ip l'r. Cig::in:-tLt:~ were another wanted 
it,:m .-.nprtmcly :tpprecfoted hy the popuhlcc. They 
\\Cl"\' far and awny more naluable than eu.n·eucy. !f we 
s(umlJIL•d cm ~omeihing we wan(ed to bu.), I.be prke ttas 
usually dc-tcrmincd byeigorcu e ox.;-:hnngc. 
It wn,. qui,e ob,1ous tba1 it was goin'1. to be some time 

until the noro.i.-1l suppl) of civilfa.n ~oods coulJ be 
<·s.tabli..i.hcd. so unlil th:H limec:ime lo p:J.s~ Cl's bu) ing 
:.w.d sdllng was mostly h)' barte r. How tho JlC)flulacr 
condud,~d hu)'ing :md t.clling a mong themseh>es "as 
a uothl"r matter. ' l'hcr.- was little, if any. manufac l u.tini;: 
of goods so if wa.\ like a holJiug paUern with t, ~ryone 
participating. As I made my way around I Own, l camr 
to man·cl :,t the s tnm ina a nd more rhan ever was ~lad 
we wt·rc ~111ics. T h.-y had been througl1 the fire l'IUd 
withstood au the t•,•ib .suffon.'d IJy :c conquered nation. 
T hrough it alJ lbe~· b:,d become s:tro1lger and more 
resolute in preserving the dignity of m:rn. no( with 
ml'lterial lhinJ;tS b ut in lbt' .\anctity (lffhe h umnn sou.I 
a1)cl the ,·:lluc of life. Thtl"t' I was in ihc middle fl t' i l, in :J 
fron t row Sl":tt. J saw ,, peop le lllshcd by war say --' \tt 
livtd throu;;h i t and wi· licked if." 
About rht m id dle of J m1<• f lt~ order c:une- a mixhire 

ol' a m bulances ~nd trucks made it's way lo M11ncille'.\; 
winding th rough the sln•ets to lbe doeki ng :lr-t.a whe.re 
we bor1rded a liospilal .!i:hip. T rcgn' t I don't remember 
the name o fi t. 1 "'as periniU<-d to sf:md at an :idrnntage 
poin t toward tbe froot where! was :~ble rn watch i1S our 
1_;U)'.\ gingt?r l) • made Lheir w:Jy on, or w,:re carried on 
and J could not help bm Think back to th11t cold 
Dl~tl•mbcr it mc.>1·ning whe n the 6-3" Division landed 
1htrt. In the . .sC\ 'l'.'n 111v11ths since th:.1 t morning I bad 
lived n lifetime. Many of my friends, ineluding all tno 
m:tny ofth~ old 1..SU ROTC j?U)'S, ·nouJd nh·tr sec tbc 
li!lht o f day :1~:tin. m ud 1 less i.ee home.1 touldu'( help 
but <t)k w~·sclf wby 1 nu) SliJI a.lh·(' anJ th~J' wE:ren't. 
t,•er~·ooc who goes to war and survives hnd to learn to 
deal \\ith tha1·1.~<1u:itfrm in his own way. 
I ( conk the-J.tre11tcr part of the ru(U·ning fo complete the 

lo::tdfog ~nd fiJrnU~ get uadtn..,ay.11 d idn't tak1.• long Co 
note the vast d ifference between chis ho!.pirnl ship and 
the: Liberty-type i.hip:.. we c-am<.: owr on. As ne maclt 
Wit\ 0111 of lb(' h :u·bor, J n·maincd at mv ach :rnt:1ge 
(><int lookiJ1g b;1ck :U J\fars('illes:b it .\IOwl; f:tded in the 
d i,;lance. When we were oo our own. the ship didn't 
pitch and roll cwn nn n not too ca lm otean. Tb ere was a 
bi.it iide bent'fit - little or no seai;ickness golug home. 
Thel'e nas already more l imn a n 11mplc supply of 
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sidrness aboard (his vessel. 
T hroughout rhe r est of t he d :,y we ~of :icqmiin1c-d with 

c1ur quarlers as wl·ll :ts me<'liu:;: our nt-w shipmates plus 
we donned life vests lo an t l)Jergency drill. A$ it turnc<l 
ou t., C:ipt. Pilla were o~sig ncd t i) !l. cabin with Captain 
kc,~cn from Califor n ia. ne had a severe 10,ver bru;k 
iuj ury that required bis weado:;:. a b race. Our 
p<.'rsonnlit1ts j elled which made the ntun:i Yoy:ige a 
p le:1sllnt CYperirnce. ThlJrl" w:is a nice, comfortahlc 
d ininJ? art':, and unlik(• the trip cominj,? ow.,. the food 
was ei:ttlleu1. T he oo.ly thing boiled fo eat was an egg. if 
that. wa.s what vou wanted. 'n11.•rc wa~ small exercise· 
room tluH R.,.;;Crs made good us(' of. We eould h;1rdJy 
,,i sh for beuerweather. T he war had com e to an end in 
~tayand 1he-r'(' w:1s no fear of submarines. T heremun' t 
:l whole lot to do on board :.1nd cousequcnUy. [ wa.~ 
u11ked to sen•ca.s t1H.' shit>'§ en tcrrnin ment oftktr. 

I a(tualJ)' S(rounged 11p what I ~alled n "!.horty'' 
piano. It didn't ha"~ the com·entiona l 88 k<·y b()arcl and 
was shor t a fu ll 1>ch1.,·l'. Wt found the sound system. 
iud udtng a mk.rophone, a passable rurntablt and a 
considerable rt.('Ol"d library. \Ve h:1d a bu0etin hon.rd 
where ·we posted a dail)' :tdivity sch€'dule ind udin~ 
Lalcn( show h ·)·uub . We ~et a )p(•dfo: time for the d aily 
morning nnd nfreroooo rest periods \\heo tb.e musii; 
, ·otcd as favorites were played th roug,Mut the shit), 
Hallots were p;1sstd out and collt-cted each day. 
Unfurtu1mlcly "e didn't have r<•(0l'dS of every request 
but we lrnd mrrny of them. We ended up wi1 h :.1 lot or 
tale.nt gleaned from the tryout-. un,l the dnily talent 
show provided ,1 bi;:,:. \'tri('ry of doings. Tht,r(' were 
\ 'O('alist, t'ilp daoce,·s, 'lfhis:tle,-s. comics and p ianist. 
Thet·ewere quite a ou.wberoo board who 1,layed m usic 
in~tru mtnts 1h:11. ,ve clidn'I h:wt , hut the talent shows 
were bi~ bib with a llil)'0ff of t:\1Hl)' b:'lrS to the clni.ly 
wiuu{•r. 
lfouCld myself ,mg.rossed in lhli! nu merous clrnrl's l had 

created for myself, To one sense o f the wotd, I over 
exttr~ded myself; on the other hnnd my activity didn't 
allow boredom and I fe lt I wa" dninJ? S:Om('thi11~ 
worth while. I d id find l ime h,1 b uild on my rtla tiousbjp 
with both Pill::. and Rogers, particularly ,~ith PUla. His 
voite- see-med to bt impro,ting: b ut it mlly h:we been r 
was just getting 115eci f Q it. A5 "'ith eve,l')·<mc on board, 
there were periodical ml'tlical d 1cckupi. 1 s\iU bad 
som e difficulty lo breathing. l Jearned to co(l1pern;ale 
for thi._ by the simple iltt of going ill o (HlC:C 

com men$ur-at€' "'ith my ability to breathe. \\-'be-u I 
toured around the ship. ,,Uiliug ttud dutltiui;,: with ~u1s 
far Jess fonunnre thnn me, it wasn't too hard to accept 
myphysic~I imp:lirme.nt. 
We were told wt• would be land iui::,in New York on July 

2. O ther than Jrn,·in~ to µr opc.-rly !>l()r c 1bc 
t.otertnin ment genr there wasn•t very much 
preparation rc,1uire:d. l don't kno"' if tht) actually 
planned co arrh·e In the morning. but that is what 
happened. We were passing the statue of Lil>erty in the 
early d:.mo . aod I \\as o,,~rcume emolfonatly. 'f11ere 
wa~ o $tn'it of patri()thm - a feeling th ::tt Amcriea 
ackuowlcdj!€'d the sacrifices made by the men on th is 
hospiral ship. Thtn 1bfog,s got eveu more emotional! As 
the ship fOO\'ed i.o fu rther and further the sounds uf 
whistle,s, horns and bells r'kochctcd ovtr every i.ach of 
the Y:ISt h;rrbor, bounc-in~ off -.hip~ buildings and 
e,·erything in sight. 
Then before we bad a chance to c:dch our breath, hui;e 

rountains or water apptarcd :tll arou nd us. There were 
dozens of b-Oat.s around os SJ>outing enormous water 
s prnys in the :,ir. lt was like the 4" or July' l rouk-1\Uy it 
n->;.lS July 2 two days eal'ly. This hom~omlng event 
wa" something "fll~ial tom·. Our 1c.-.s ,u)1mdcd htlJ>('d 
J?t't thost topsidt• \\ ho wtre not ab1e to make ii ,,ithool 
help. T his was the bi~~es:i salute a soldie-r would e.ver 
receive nod tvery Gl .tbo.trd d1:served the honor to 
both sec and be ~ccn. T he sound~ and tht water i;prays 
melded w·i1b the music of ,vhat must have bcM a 200· 
pittt band at the pier where we ulti.matel_y docked. My 
eyes must have been tot:tlly rrd by th:tl lime, al' were 
thMc of t,·tt yonc there. The band cootlnucd playing 
fo r tbt lonitst time and we :di stayed, watching: :'Ind 
listenjug unriJ theym;"tr ched off. 

A d ifferent sound wasn't long in cmning as miHt:try 
a1,1b ulnncc.s :rnd truc.k§ arrived to transport us to our 
respective insralfations. Pi.Ila, nogcr~ :rnd r were "ent to 
<.:amp $ h:tnk5. We got there in the lnte after noon and 
went through the usu:1.I p:tperpr,,ccs~in~ mill and, wtrt 
give.n bilte.c as§lgnments., then told we \\ C-rt free to do 
p1"i:tty much anythinj! we wanted t<1 du on .luly 411

• 

llowcHr. w<• h~1d (I) be batk al t\;\rup July 5 .-ac which 
time we would receiYe departure orden; .SJ>ecilic to our 
d{'1.tina1ion. T h e three of ull mo.de our w·ny over to tl1e 
PX to pkk up s.ome e-ssentia.ls, 1 louted a tel('1>hone and 
p laced a call home. Mom answered and was so excited 
she could hardl')' speak. 1 :,ssured her l was o~y and 
cagr.r to get home. I pn,mi-.cd to call when l got ti) 

wbat(•,·er my final destiuarion ,,;as. Thtn we made our 
way 10 the officer's q1.1arters and s11bseq11ently enjoyed 
t be taste of a meal. J)rep:ired on American soil for the 
first time in a long time. \Ye decided to rest thc· ne.xl day, 
n.1ake, it n threesome and go into ~ew York City on th e 
4'\ We had a great deal to celebrnte and tbe 4" of J uly 
seemed most tlppropriatt. 

TO BE CONTThV'ED WITll THE xmrr ISSVF,. OF 
THtULOOO& 1r1RF, 
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? 

Please let us know ~ix week.~ 
hcfor~ you n1<,Wij: whar your n<'I,\, 
addN...,'I wiUbe. De surCt-to ::mpply 

us wi.th both )'O\lr old Mid l)Cw cj,JJ.r~s1 
Copies w~ mail~ y,,urold :1ddress will 
not be delivered by tht Po~t.Offioc ~nd 
we must -pay 10; f!);r 1."-ach n:t.imed 
/Jlo,>d & Fire. aod pay'$l.36 to mail a 
c-Opy to your new addci.:ss. 

Please remember W MdJV the Ed,'tUr 
wl1t!ll yousen.d Qlll")1oyr 

"Cltan~e of.4ddre.<c;i.··• C:ards. 

lmportant-
Cha11ge o/Address, etc. 

Pl,a.<e send tJL.(,£,84,NGJ::3, 
(add~s,t, 1,{p_, phtme, death nnlice, 
new alfd di$t(Jnrinul!d ,,:,m1b'e13·/1lp, 
etc,) tq: 
Donna l.aCl)sse, P.O. $()x 86. 
l'l/orocco, IN 47963 

Did You 
Re,nentber To Pay 

STAMPS FOR VETERr\NS 
T('.ar off all stamps • yes.. the cancelted one~ f'rom envelopes, 

etc. a.."1dsave Lhcm inn bag. 
Wheu you have a pouch of posrnge, mail it 10: "Stamps for 

VC«:rans"sendto: ...... 
SO. ARIZONA VA 11..EALTH 
CARESYSTF,M VEl'F.RAKS 
NAIIONALSTAMP & COIN CLUB SC ft 135 
3601 S. 6tbA\'C., TtL-.con, AZ8S723 

59th Reunion 
August 7 thru 

August 11 , 2007 ~.,.~ 
Tacoma, ,vashington 

r-- ~< -----------------7 
HELPFUL 

TELEP.HONE 
NU~1BERS 

DEPT. OF V~'.TERAl'S Al!FAIRS 
VA BWEf'fl'S - 1-800-827- 1000 

IZO D S? VA LIFE INSURA.\"Ci1 
.1, ur ue . . 1-soo-829-8477 ,_.,J> 

_ffl.l ~·-························-···············=·=·=:::::.:.:::::.::::::.:.:::::::::.::::::::::::=.~.:.:_: ... 
OCJT@""S 63rd DIVISION ASSOCIATION DUES FORM ! 

PLEASC PRINT OR USE MA.lllNG LABEL l 

TO: DONNA Lacosse, P. 0. BOX 86, MOROCCO, IN 47963 ! 
Name ____ ______ _ _ ____ _ 

63rd Unit Rank " • ---- , 
Street ________________ _ P.0 . Box Serial No. 
City _ _ _____ _ __ _ 

State Zip Dato 

Wife's Name Pl\cne ( ) E-Mail 

An.nual Dues $1$.00 0 $30.00 2 >'"-· 0 DUE ON OR BEFORE JAl-lUARY 1 EACH YEAR 

Ten us abou1 yourself 

··••·••······ ........•.•......... ·····-············· ....... ··-········ ............... ·········-··· ......... ··-·······-··· .............. ·······-· ................ .. 
I 
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•= t·tat\H'Slf SEzt E ,I I 

Plan No\.Y To Attend The 59th Reunion To 
Be Held-In ·Tacon1a, Washington Aug. 7 - 11, 2007 

63rd Division Association 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
Donna L.tCosse, Secrctary/l'reasm·er 
Post Office Jlo, 86 
Morocco, l ndiana 47963 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
lo Enl1.n l)tOl!l:,l dil!Yel'f !II N 6j.:,d 8:000 ;n,I Fir9 ;rd 
al mlil. t~ 00\~ No:i-;,ml So:tll!~t)· Cl !Ytj ( hll1'if 

PRSRTSTD 
t lON-flROAT OR(t 

US. POSTA.GE 
PAID 

WAIJA,.',l-i, IN 
?ERMli N"0 .233 




