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FRHM THE [}ESEEF THE PRESIDENT ...
= By Marsh Alten

W in the Pacific Northwest send gréetings to vou
fellow "HOTSHOTS." We also want to greet the
63rd BRRSC, (ARCOM), the cuorrent 63rd military
group we welcomed to join us at the last reanion,

We want to welcome you to our greal green
country here in Washington. We have many things
planned for you to do and see while you are here for
the 2007 Rennion; the 39th annual reunion for our
organization.

On Wednesday we will have our Necrology
Bervice at the Post Chapel on Ft, Lewis. We will
then have lnnch on the post. After lunch we will

. have a towr of FL Lewis, see and (alk (o the (roops,
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visif their equipment - Stryvkers, tanks, you nome if,
After our visit there we will bus to McCord AFB
where we will get to visit the various airplanes and
cguipment that suppord our roops. Should be a
great day.

Thursday will provide a tour of our famouws Mt,
Eaimer, an imactive voleanmo in owr backyard.
Beautiful scemery. The park has been closed
hecause of floods this past fall but the rangers
inform me that all will be in shape for oor visit
there.

Friday will be a trip to Seattle to board a boat to
oo b Blake lsland for a tour of the TILLICUM
VILLAGE, a Native American site, where we will
enjoy their delicious salmon bake, We return via
boat and bus to our beautiful hotel in Tacoma in the
twilight hours.

Saturday will be the men's meeting as well as the
Indies” continental hreakfast and social with their
fum program. That evening will be our hanguet and
dance.

Come prepared to stay and enjoy all there is (o see
and do here, We have an excellent zo0 and park for
young and old alike, We have nomerous musenms
and art galleries to see, The Glass Musenm is baf
short walk from the hotel. The Washingion History

| Museum and the Tacoma Art Museom are nest

door to that. The Fr. Lewis Military Museam is
located adjacent to the post just off 1-5. A water
winve park is just a short drive from Lacoma. Bring
the Kids and grandkids. There is much to enjoy for
all ages.

The plans for the reunion are included in this
issue of the Blood and Fire. We are working on
cetling the fares reduced. so waich for further
information concerning this in the May issoe of this
TnEEH?.IT.IL‘.

And, above all, SUPPORT OUR TROOPS!!
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A thn from the Secretary . .
Dunna Inﬂ!um

Today is Valentine's Day. Happy Day to all. As |
write this, we are snow bound!! Yesterday we had a
blizzard that lasted all dav - in fact it started in the
night on Monday - all the county roads were closed, no
one could pet here from there or there from here!! What
fun!! We had a nice warm home, plenty of food and
each other. What more could ome ask? The telephone
worked, the television gave us reports about the
weather elsewhere and we didn't have one fight!!
Today, the sun is shining but the drifis will keep
evervone inside again today and perhaps even
tomorrow.

I can also report that all is well in the office of the
secretary/treasurer. Last fall T sent out almost 300 dues
due letters and my mail box has been overflowing with
"checks" from the annual members, There are a foew
who have not responded but have probably misplaced
their reminder letter and will remember after reading
this message! Several of the Life members have sent
donations, and things are looking pood!!

Just think spring. and it won't be long coming!

F,rt::-m téu: ed:tﬂr i :

.ﬂdﬂw Mﬂewn

Wow! The mail has certainly brought me lots of
material for the Bfood and Firell 1 am so happy to
receive items from vou - then L can just stull the pages
full of fun and interesting things for you to read and
enjoy.

We did have a problem with the November issue of
the Biood and Fire and that is why some of you did not
receive a copy in the mail. If vou missed getting a copy,
please let me know and 1 can send vou one if 1 have
enough left. First come, first served! Thave a few copies
and will be happy toshare.

The problem? The labeler used the wrong mailing
list. Since the mailing list changes with each mailing, [
found myself in a roval mess! | have just spent the
higgest share ofeach day for over a week, going over the
miailing list io make sure evervone who is entitled will
be sent a copy of the Blood and Fire this month. | am not
saving vou will all receive a copy, T am soying you will
besentone. I can't voueh for the mail service!

Now, you know why the Bload ard Fire is late going to
press this month, Better late than not at all!

I wanit to thank those of vou who sent cards, emails
and made telephone calls with concern for me when 1
was ill all during the month of December. Those
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messages were all appreciated and I can now report
that I am all better.

Keep sending me messages for the magazine - some
of you are very lazy and can't be bothered writing your
story, but you all have one to tell and T am willing to
read it and print it for evervone else to enjoy. Let me
hear from vou!!

Visit Website to
find detailed history of
63rd Infantry Division

Visit the 63" Infantry Division Web Site page at
htt:/f'www.b3rdinfdiv.com to find a detafled history of
the 63™ Infantry Division. Included is a listing of unit
awards, descriptions of battles, a listing of battle and
non-hattle deaths, descriptions and views of all 63"
Infantry Division memorials.

There are also over 1L,OOO pictures of the men in
training, in combat, and on eccupation duty.

You will find a list of all memorabilia items for sale,
information abouwt reunions, and ingoiries from
members and relatives searching for information
ahout members or buddies, plus an alphabetical listing
by wnit of all 63" Infantry Division Association
members, a listing of related web sites and other
information of interest to veterans.

Webmaster Fred Clinton, I» 254, is seeking photos
and memorabilinimages tobe included on the web site.

Send photos by email to jovelinti@comeast.net or by
regular mail to Fred Clinton, 102 5. Jenkins Street,
Alexandria, VA 22304, Fred's phone number is T03-
T51-T548.

All items will be returned when processing has been
completed.

RECEIVED TWO COPIES?

If you received two copies of this issue of the Blood
and Fire. please notify the editor as soon as possible.
You donf need two copies aud we don’t need the added
eXpense.

Thank you so much.
Donna LaCosse

Why does someone believe you when you say there are
Sour billion stars, but check when you say the paint is
Wt



February 2007

The Danube Bridgehead

Company “A." 254" Infantry Regiment effected the
crossing of the Danube River. one mile south of
Reidbeim, Germany on April 25, 1945, The bridgehead
was violently selzed in a gallant thrust made by
forward elements of the company.

The 1" Battalion, 254" TInfantry Regiment,
spearheaded by company “A" departed from
Gerstetten, Germany at 0600 hours on 25 April 1945,
[t's mission - to cross the Danube, seize and hold the
bridgehead, which action would smash clear a path
over which reserve elements of the Regiment could
later pass, in a drive to the Danube Plain.

After traveling forty-six miles by foot, tanks and
trucks, the assault battalion early the same afternoon
reached an open plain, 1,000 vards long, that lay
between them and the river,'

Reconnaissance elements probing forward were
stapped by flak and accurate sniper fire. Directly,
Company “A™ was erdered to dismount and engage the
EHEmY,

Like a well-trained football team, this company
immediately deployed into its battle formation and,
with a platoon of attached armor, grimly proceeded
across the huge plain, towards the bridge site and the
enemy. Despite the intense German machine-gun and
sniper fire sireaking over the field, Company “A” men
advanced through it confidently, sweeping to the VEry
banks of the river. There stood the gateway — the 250-
yard concrete bridge that let into the town of Lelpheim,
the ultimate abjective that day for Company “A™ and
for the rest of the 1” Battalion that followed in its wake.
It was momentarily expected that the bridge would be
blown by the enemy, for according 1o prior
reconnaissance, the strategic span was mined,

Mot wishing to gamble on having his armor knocked
oul by these charges, the company commander ordered
the tanks to remain on the north side of the river and
lay down a hase of fire while the assault platoans, viz.,
the 1" and 2, were crossing the concrete structure to
selze the hridgebead. The 1" Platoon was ordered to
eross first. It was to be followed by Company
Headguarters and the 2 Platoon, with the 3" Platoon
in suppaort, to supplement the tanks’ base of fire.

Without a backward look, the twenty-odd men of the
17 Platoon, already weary from action of the past few
days, rushed into their bridge assault. The almost
sleepless battle-week that lay behind them was
forgotten as they surged with the force of a tidal wave
across the long span. hoaoting, shooting and, following
the example of their platoon leader, 2™ Lt. Earle K.

by Raymicnd Restand ard Herberth Sehneidermon
Kelch, who was running at their head, ripping loose
what mine-wires they could in their all-or-noihing
charge to the other bank of the Danube.
Other units of the company, shortly to follow the 1%

Platoon, watched every movement of the initial assault
closely, waiting tensely to see whether the hridge would
be blown before the first group got completely across.
The explosion did not occur just then, however, the 1%
Platoon did get over safely. But no sooncr had the last
man of that group cleared the span on the other side,
when the enemy set off his explosive charges and blew
the bridge,

Then temporarily cut off by itself in Teipheim, the 17
Platoon began vigorously to fight its way through an
area of civilian houses and town streets around the
river, and there successtully stood off two en cmy
counter-attacks. I'he bridgehead had been seired and it
wis holding.

Back at the north bank of the river, meanw hile,
battalion engineer elements had already started to
construct a ramp which they intended to eompensate
for the north end of the original bridge, fallen into the
Danube. Evidently, the enemy had done an in complete
job of setting and placing his demolition cha rees, hod
been caught off-guard by the surprisin gly  swift
advance of Company ~A."” ur Lt. Kelch and his men had
pulled loose and neutralized enough mine-wires. In any
case, except for the sunken north tip of the structu re, it
could still be useful. This was soon demonstrated when,
after about an haur of feverish work, the engineers told
the infantry that the renovated span was ready for
traffic.

Still remaining behind, the tanks continued with their

camtinued o page 3
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The Danube ....

base of fire, supplemented by fire from Company “1."
while the rest of “Able, that had until then been waiting
for the hridge to be repaired, sped across, fanned out
into the town according to previous plan and enlarged
the bridgehead, paving the way for “Baker™ to come
across and help the spearhead company clear the rest
of Leipheim. Company “A™ took the west half of the
town: “B" took the east side.

Just at nightfall, the Germans began storming
Leipheim at several different points in what later
proved to be, for them, a vain and very costly counter-

Colonel Tucker’s

T wolunteered
to he drafted in
January 1944, 1
was inducted in
the army at Fort
Douglas. Utah.
From there, T was
gent to Camp
Swift, Texas. 1
was ooly there
o two weeks before
| Twas sentto RTG
in Camp Van
g I o F B,
d Mississippi.
 Somelime in
il April, I was putin
{ the A&F platoon
& TIQ Company,
254th Infantry. 1
took my traiming as a light engineer sivinging bavbed
wire, building bridges, layving mine fields and tearing
them up. I went overseas with the company.

Two days hefore Hill 216, we moved our living
gquarters into a Champagne Brewery and the ammo
dump was a couple blocks away. At eight o'clock, Fate
Cole and 1 took our stand as guard at the dump. We
were told we would be there for two hours, then we
would he relieved, We were there until twelve and no
ane came to relieve us. We had heen husy isswing ammao
to the rifle companics so the time went fairly fast, but
then things got quict and we started getting cold. Ve
looked at our watches and discovered we had been on
duty four hours. Cole went to see why no one had come,
but he only found one person sober, Sergeant

B o
ol

L

L arelinte fra page 4

attack. Tweniy to thirty enemy tried to enter part of the
Company “A" sector under cover of darkness, but
thevwere quoickly driven back by a small but
determined clement of the company, that was situated
at ome point on the fown perimeter,

In its battle for the Danube bridgehead, Company “A”
suffered three casualties when two platoon runners
with Company Headguarters sustained leg injuries
during the bridge explosion and a rifleman of the 3
Platoon was killed by enemy small arms fire while
helping to clear the town.,

“Red Wireman”

By vl B Eveland

Bavmparden. The three of us took one-hour turns
gefting warm the rest of the night. At six o'clock,
Baumgarden got us relieved.

Daring a hot argoment between Cole and Sergeant
Barr over a hottle of champagne, Lt. Jordon came in
with a request from the wire section for four men (o
help them for a few days, 1 told him if my buddies would
o with me, T would go help them. Fate Cole, the little
guy from Tulsa, Claud Smith, a Cherokee from
Texarkana and two others said they would go. Another
kid was volunteered to go. Lindsy was on sick leave so
he couldnt go with us.

Mow listen fo this!] The three of us were all country
kids and had never lived in a house with a phone, Knew
nothing ahout stringing telephone wire and [ conldn't
ever remember talking on a phone. We were each
handed a pair of pliers, a Enife to bare the end of the
wire, a roll of tape and told "this is the way to splice
wire." We helped set up the switchboard in the
hasement of a house after carrving hundreds of bottles
of wine out to make room,

"Here are some rolls of wire! We need four lines
strung o the OF up oo the hill," waz a dirvect order.
With the help of one of the old gang, we strung those
four lines over a mile long so the Colone]l would have
communication with troops as they took Hill 216,

Claud Smith and I were told to stay in the hole with
the Colonel in case a line went out as the froops
advanced. Our frst trouble-shooting came when the
line to Able Company went out, We went down across
an apen field with Jerry Inoking at us as we carried wire
in our hands and 1 had a telephone on my back. We got
to the CF and found no broken wire but they couldn't
call the switchboard. A wire was broken someplace, 5o

. contimed on page {4



OUR HISTORY: THEN AND NOW

by Bill Scort, 11-Jan.-2007
e-mail: wjs631@ comeast.net

Recently 1 read a good article fitled MILITARY
HEADSTONES/MARKERS & FLAG HOLDERS
written by Donna Booth in the December
2006/ Tanuary 2007 issue of JOTS FROM THE POINT
newsletter of the Western Pennsylvania GGenealogical
Socicty, The editor is Barbara Braden Guffey who has
given me permission to copy from it, but I have copied
more from a YA publication that will be named in a
following paragraph. Their wehsite is
CWWWLWPHER. O,

I have consulted with several funeral directors,
our county Veterans Assistance Commission
superintendent, and federal sources. and found that
people are not at all well-informed about this subject
when they are faced with the fimal rites for o veteran.
The faciual differences with the WEGS article were
minor, mainky about the source of flag holders. The
sources that I contacted said that the VA did not give
them, but yon could get them from various veterans
organizations, although some of them may be low on
funds and the county, the funeral home, or family has to
furnish the flag holders. Tt is possible that there are
somme variations in how the flag holders are issued and
paid for in various states and localities around the
counlry.

[ would sugzest that vets and/or their Gimily get
a YA 2006, or later, copy of "Federal Benefits for
Veterans and Dependents™ VA Pamphlet §0-06-01,
P94663, and start by reading Chap. 7 on "Burial and
Memorial Benefits” as 1 will not try to quote every
issue¢ here. On the Internet vou can get more related
thinps from websites such as these for reading:
iwww.lunerals.org/Taqg/vet) and
iwww. funerals.org/pdfs/vets'pam.pdf) a contain lot of
information that can be printed.

Chapter 7 Quaotes: "ELIGIBILITY: Veterans
discharged from active duty under conditions other
than dishonorahle and service members who die while
on active duty, as well as spouses and dependent
children of veterans and active duty service members,
may be eligible for VA burial and memorial benefits,
The veteran does mot have to predecease a spouse or
dependent child for them to e eligible,

VA national cemetery directors verify eligibility
for burial in their cemeteries. A copy of the veteran’s
discharge document that specifies the period(s) of
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active duty and character of the discharge, along
with the deceased’s death certificate and proof of
relationship to the veteran (for eligible family
members) are all that are usually needed to determine
eligihility.

Headers with guestions shouwld contact the
nearest national cemetery, 1-BU0-XT7-1000 or
“WWW,CEIL VA, B0V,

VA NATIONAL CEMETERIES: Burial in a VA
natinnal cemetery is available for eligible wveterans,
their spouses and dependents at no cost to the family
and includes the pravesite, grave=liner, opening and
closing of the grave, a headstone or marker, and
perpetual care as part of a national shrine. For
velerans, benelits also include a burial flag (with case
for active duty) and military funeral homors, Family
members and other loved ones of deceased veterans
may request Presidential Memorial Certificates,

VA operates 122 national cemeteries, of which 83
are open for new interments and 21 of these accept only
cremated remains. Burial options  are limited to those
available at a specific cemetery but may include in-
pround casket, or inuwrement of cremated remains ina
columbariom, in groand or a geatter garden, Contact
the nearest national cemerery to determine if it is open
Tor new burial and which options are available,

The funeral director or the next of Kin makes
interment arrangements by contacting the national
cemetery in which borial is desired. YA normally does
not conduct burials on weekends, Gravesites cannot be
reserved, bowever YA will bonor reservations made
under previous programs.

HEADSTONES AND MARKERS: Velerans,
active duty members and retived reservisis and
MNational Guard memhbers are eligible for an inscribed
headsione or marker to mark their prave al any
cemetery, national, state veterans or private, delivered
at no cost, anywhere in the world. Spouses and
dependent children are eligible for 2 government
headstone or marker only if they are buried in &
national or state veterans cemetery.

Flat markers are available in bronze, granite or
marhle. Lpright headstones come in granite or marhle.
In mnational cemeleries, the sivle chosen must be
consistent with existing monuments at the place of
burial, Miche markers are available to mark
eolumbaria used for inurement of cremated remains.

ronfisued o pape 9



February 2007 7
FARTIAL data CIJGI'I'I.]'.IIJGE[ 5o for by 63rd Histonans snd helpers from AVAILABLE records

e X = COMPUTER. DATA PREINTOUTS AND COPIES
PL]:A':.-L PRINT? UMIT #1 UNIT #2 COST/EACH
1942-45 Unit Roster of Men (w/rank, serial no., Company, battery, HQ?
dates, medals, casualhes, deaths, ete ) . i 54 e
Today's Unit Address-Phone hist (for ml:ml:u:cru -;mi:g'} —= Sled
|95 Unvit Medals List [ WWIT Rommee SIPWTIEY ©ooooiii o i bins e iasid ssaba it on R = 52 ca
194445 Uit Mineraries {in Bo. group) .. et Blga-—
Alphabetical Lizt of CAMP BL.-"."-]D!'NG C'!!.DRF "-'!'_E.]"-] u-'lih d:lta ............................................................................... 55 ca
Today's Address & Phone List of CAMP BLANDING CADRE MEN (for members anly) ..o 2o 80
Today's Addrezs & Phone List by State (for members ondy) .....commmimemmivese. State #1 _ State#2  Lren
1,029 Killed in Action, Died of Wound, & Non-Batile Death s== ALFHA ..o e s 59 S0
FIA, DOW, WBD, with all known men shown and sorted by —-—-— o B D | R N b L B ] o
E1A, DOW, HBILY, best viewpoint — Sorted by DATE, OFganiZabiom, WK .. oo oot it brsases e bbb Bt B
Casualty Summary compiled o date for ALL units with 3 categones . ... e 1 e
2005 Alphabetical list book (733) with date on casualties, deaths, umis. sermk nuuﬂ:lem. -:adrt uhn:thm THAN'S OF wuic:nw 5
address is known, data & J:aaualr_'.-' SUMITAIES, efe, oo 09179 LINES OF HAMES. ... o W O
mmnnmae M-'l.F"l.'.-'ﬂP]F'i ------------
L1 177 11,000,000 map of entire arca nfmnl u_:.mhﬂ.l WITHOUT trail of 63cd units... i e
F2200,000 1939 map of ALSACE, Lotruine, & SA AR areas (hru Sreplried Line ares.. Pl 55 =
150,000 map of COLMAR Pocket & Vosges Min. arca in France for 254th 1;1.11:'555 By il
1:20.000 map of SW 1/4 of COLMAR map area woKaysersherg, ete. for 254th guys..oooiiiiaiodunmeinandd et
Three 1:25K maps from 8. of Samreguemines 1o Searbrocken wigreat detail .. i R e L
Two 225,000 1945 maps showing the 63rd’s BIEGFRIED LIME aren with Fnrh:, fmm | 4‘? AT :l phﬁtu:-
with legends ... gl o e e e e R e $13 5et o
1-25,006 BLIE '_'rﬁ.."'l.b [E L map th.:l sh-;:-'«'.s H.:lrk.i.l "-'.I'ur-fl'rut'll ﬁ. le::hngvl:tl PR SRS | LR
1:1060,000 KAISERSLAUTERN map that shows Homburg, Langmeil & B cvvmrr e e NN RS0,
1:100, 000 KARLSRUHE map that shows Bad Wimpfien, Heilbronn & Stuttart. .o NEW 35 ea.
L: 100,00 ELLWANGEN map from Waldenburg & Schwabisch Hall to Oberbobingen .o, $iea
1225, 000 MOGGLIMGEN map shows from Obergroningen o Db-:ﬂ.'u:ll:lmgeﬂ fiea.
BA7 w147 1250000 map shows from Mannheim to Eothenberg and Heilbroonmn... A et e e B T |
s e - - HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS —rveer
7nd Bn.-253 4= |z,-..;-.n:| 1945 events, m.:.m;& PPres, Unit Citation award |, e T T
Fegimental histories for Janwary-May 1945 in binders, copied from
monthly combatreports; 253rd . 254th . 255th ;o A R T o k-
Beprimd of 135-page 1986 softcover book, Witk thl: H3nd Juj’anr_q Drivision in WW][
by Col. James E. Hatcher of 254th and 2558 (i s i s asin s massssassssmamis o LA NP E L e S 200 B8,
Linboannd Xerographic copy of 19435 history & irJu:lr.:x ﬁzur ""I.'h:'l'ra:l n:rt'ZF-li ']'I:u'u Hlmd -E: ]-'in:"
by Harris Peel, Vernon Kile, Algemon Keith & John SODLAE -..o.veeverecverenees i e | e
Unbound mkjet color copy of 1945 “Victory in Europe' bookles ., A R e = e R
1943-45 combut history of 263rd Engineer Combat Bo. by Bill ':'.-u} -;L:r in hmdl:r R e R,
Jan-Apr 45 Combat Unit Journals of Hg 15t Bn-254 by date. hour, minute in bmdn:r o N e L B e
Bayv Bestant's Beport of A-234 Attack al Exchrngen, Germany, 13-Mar-d5 o binder s S8ea,
Short 1943-45 History of Hq 18t Bn-255 with “after action report” in binder. ..o $8 6@,
Unbound Genpnany's Siegfried Line history, details, drawings, & phiolos ..o oeomimimeieem s mrsaceemssereee e LW 5 0.
Uobound History Tth ULS. Anmy, 13-Dec-44 10 23-Tan=435, “The Other Bulge” ... NEW 54 ea
Linbound 1944 ] am a Doughboy™ hooklet om inf co. & plt. equipment, weapons, & training..... ~NEW $dea
- PATCHES, can be ironed on or sewn on capes, l-i'l-'-'.-kk:lb I.,.|i.:
(A 3.5 x 2.3 63rd Infantry Division for uniform .. it T
(B) 2.5" x 1.45" 03nd Infaotry Div, with “BLOOD |5.. FIRE' b-e,il_m i e R R e ) g
(O 22667 x 2,357 63rd w' "BLOCTD & FIRE™ and “63rd IKEAN FR.‘Ir D]".." hLJr.Iﬂ.l ]h[‘i'l.- 34 ca.

(D) 2.25" high x 3.5” wide US flag S N R e e



8 February 2007

COST/EACH

{E) 2.5" high x 3.5 wide 63rd Division Siegfried Line sign patch ... s RS USRI
(I} 3.5" lgh » 3.5" wide 253rd Infantry Regiment wimatto ‘QU[N'I -'LLb-HE.N'I !-"'. I:Th': n.gum:es;-eme] . - B

{G) 3.6" high x 3.47 wide 254th Iﬂj:ﬂﬂ‘-"} Begiment wimolis “DEATH BEFORE DEFEAT" . i e L S

{H) 3.5" high x 3.0" wide 255th Tnfantry Regiment with motto “COR FERREUM™ (Heart uf Slee]‘] LA e L

e 1.2 CREST PIMS w2 clutch pins T
253rd Tnfantry Reciment with motts . "QUINTA ESSENTIA" [The Cuimiessemioz} v isei i siceniacinsiin P AN ETL
2adih lnfantry Regiment with motto ... "IREATH BEFURE 7]l A R e S A O L P, L (" * o h PR
255th Infantry Regiment with motto ... “COBR FERREUM (Heart of Smlj e St b R R R
Colored pin dc:l:npt:-l:ln wihomors & 630d Div, emblems ... 253rd. 254&1 '-'SSH.'I i e st L

= "lﬁTPTNqE-.H{J] AT]E-"I

fidrd Inf. Dhv. ]’:mhpm , Combat Infantryman Badge pin . Combat Medic 'Hur.!gi. PRI e L R
Ranger Badge pin _,  Silver Star Medal pin |, Bromee Star Medal pin . A e v B
Purple Heart Medal pin _,  Presidential Unit Citation Badge pin ___,  Infantry plﬂ o e R RO, - - R
MPpin _, POW Medalpin__, FieldArtillerypin __, Corps -ﬁ[l iy | N S R L | 3
Quarterrnaster pin |, Signal Corpspin . Ruptured Duck pin . TthArmy Palchpin e 54 22
Europe Africa Middle Eastpm_ , WWIT Victory Medalpim . Ammy of Oocupation in . 54 ea,
Full Size Expert Infantry Badpe  ,  Full Siee Presidential Unit Citatwon Badge ot 5o
&3rd Inf. v, deluxe bola fie with black cord —  2old ool e PR, 1 L | -t

A LIMIT & ORGANIEAT !HN A‘H.-A. F!]_’:IH LUPLI:.‘:.

Presidential Thnit Cimtions copy: 2nd Br-253rd. .  IstBa254th , 3edBo-28h e oiiini 1k ea

Pres. Unit Citation nareative for 3rd Bo. and Co. & & B-253nd Inf.. . I Ay ey Mot o | 2 S A BT X
French Croix deGuerre w/Palm for 254th Tnf: 8 57x 117385 ea. I'E-i"ﬂ x I? $1Uﬂ et i .
COMPACT DISES FOR MICROSOFT WINDOWS 'i"l""rTEM"'i -

95 of [943-45 Blood & Fire issues _, 63rd Div. General Orders for medals. et¢. e S0 28,
£53 page updated “Chronicles™ history book wiphotos, Tosters, alpha BEE ... e 31 5 €
Histories wophotos, rosters, & other infor 233ed . 254tk s R N R SR cal

355tk All Artillery . 263rd Engincer & 363 Medical Bns, A o et e rd i B R Ll
Specinl Troops: HOSHO Co., Band, MP, M, Becon, signal, Ordnance el et ta, BRI o N

Combat Months Unit Moming Beports 12584 - 543:2533rd ~ , Z54th e T e L S H e
2551th oAl Artillery o 203nd Engineer & 363 Medical Bns, A Ay e s iyt of D T

Special Troops: HQ&HQ Co., Band, MP, OM, Recon., Signal, Ordbance .o 1 80,
63rd Pictonal history w'l M stateside, combat & oocupalion SOEMSS .. i s 90 2 G

------ CAPS
Bright white cap with red bill and adjustable red rear net . e e R S e A A
Light blue cap and bill, with adjustable blue rear net for spring, summer or ol . vt OHANGED $10 0.
Light blue cap and hill, with solid light blue adjustable rear for fall or Winber.... .o NEW S10en.
The new G3rd patr.:h emblem has “BLOCEY ARND FIRE" and *63rd INFARNTREY DIV like the “C” patch on the other page.

P e S T R e AL ENGE OIS e e e e e v s S e e e
1.5 '['-.‘rn'.l Infantry J:Imxmn Antique Bronze Challenge Coin with plastic pocket case | s W R
1.57 254th Infaniry Beriment Antigue Bronge Challenge Coin will plastic pecket case . T s | it T e
1.5 254th Tnfantry Regiment Brilliant Gold Challenge Coin with plastic pocket 2288 ... i NEW S10ea,
3.57 x 3,57 x 1.25" Dark Blie Cobn Presentation Case ...t e mnir smistis e s e N BW & 3 88,
August 2006 form #61 Check # TOTAL §

Maal Tt ERILL SOOTT, 6300 DY, HISTORLAM, 407 5 WALNUT 5T, $YCAMORE, IL 60 T8-2234
(Make chick or mopey ander to: 63R0 DIV, HISTORY FUND - - - PLEASE USE ADDRESS STICKER OR PRINT CAREFULLY

NAME: a - UMIT{S):

STREET: : Y 1 PO, BORX s
5 1 - A || STALE: FA RS
EPOUSE: ' TELEFHOME: ( )

E-MAIL ADDRESS: - it ) ]| 1

VET'S RELATTVE: O

(H0N, GRANDEON, DAUGHTER, BROTHERT) GIEDVET 'S HAME



February 2007

Our history ...

et o a0

INSCRIPTION: Headstones and markers must
be inscribed with the name of the deceased, branch of
service, and year of hirth and death. They also may be
inscribed with other markings, including an
authorized emblem of belief and, space permitting,
additional text including military rank, war service
such as "World War 11" complete date of birth and
death, military awards, military organizations, civilian
or veteran affiliations and words of endearment.

PRIVATE CEMETERIES: to apply for a
headstone or marker for a private cemetery, mail a
completed VA Form 40-1330 (from
www.va.gov/vaforms/va/pdf/vad-1330.pdf).
Application for Standard Government Headstone or
Marker for Installation in a Private or Siate Veterans
Cemetery, and a copy of the veteran's military
discharge document and death eertificate to Memorial
Programs Service (41A1), Department of Yelerans
Affairs, 5109 Ruossell Rd., Quantico, VA 22134-3903, or
fax documents to 1-800-455-T143. VA will provide a
government headstone or marker even if the grave is
already marked with a privaie one. Before ordering,
check with the cemetery lo ensure that the additional
headstone or marker will be accepted, Any placement
fee will not be reimbursed by the VA, The foundation

must meet the YA standards for mwaterial and
depth.

PRESIDENTIAL MEMORIAL
CERTIFICATES:  Certificates are issmed upon

request to recognize the military service of honorahly
discharged deceased veterans. Mext of Kin, relatives
and friends may request them in person at any VA
regional office or by mail. Presidentinl Memorial
Certificates (41A1C), Department of Veterans Affairs,
Quantico, VA 22143-3H3, Or fax documents to 202-
SO5-BUS,

Mo form is required and there is no time limit for
requesting a certificate(s), but requests should include
a copy of the veteran's discharge document and death
certificate and clearly indicate to what address the
certificate(s) should be sent. Information and a sample
certificate cean bhe found al
[WwWw.cemLvaEovjpmehitm).

BURIAL FLAGS: VA will furnish a U.S, burial
flag for memorialization of:

1. Veterans who served during wartime or after
Jan. 31, 1955,

= 2

2. Veterans who were entitled to retired pay for
service in the reserves, or would have been entitled il
over age 6.

3. Members or former members of the Selected
Reserve who served their initial oblipation, or were
discharged for a disability incorred or aggravated in
line of duty, or died while 3 member of the Selected
Reserve,

BURIAL ALLOWANCE: VA will pay a 5300
burial and funeral allowance for veterans whao, at time
of death, were entitled to receive pension or
compensation or would have been entitled if they
weren't receiving military retirement pay. Eligibility
also may be established when death occors in a VA
facility, a VA-contracted nursing home, or a state
veterans nursing home. In non service-connected death
cases claims must be filed within two years after burial
or cremation.

PLOT ALLOWANCE: VA will pav a 5300 plot
allowance when a veteran Is buried in a cemetery not
under U.S. government jurisdiction if: the veteran was
discharged from asetive duty becanse of disability
incurred or aggravated in the line of duty, the veteran
was receiving compensation or pension or would have
been if they weren't recelving military retired pay, or
they died in a VA facility. (A receipt is required.)

The 2300 plot allowance may be paid to the state
for the cost of a plot or interment in a state-owned
cemetery reserved solely for veteran burials if the
veteran is buried without charge. Burial expenses paid
by the deceased's employer or a state agency will not be
reimbursed.

Those who were getting Secial Sceurity
pavments would also get another 3255 death beneft for
the family of the deceased.

Muost of the above issues can be taken care of
through the funeral director that the family has chosen.

Two more Camp Van Dorn era deaths are now
recorded. Ple, Joel Heysel of C-255 died at 1600 on 30-
Oct-44. No data on the canse of his death or location was
given, Pvi. William D, English of M-253 was killed in a
Combat Field Exercise at about 0930 on 11-0ct-44 per
the 12-0et-44 morning report.

Sinee the reunion in August 've added a net gain
of 136 names in the unit rosters, and those with known
serial numbers has gone from 97.35% 1o 97.38%. The
63rd names mow total 69.421 and with the atiached
combat unit names the grand total is now up to 70,077,

1LT Mary Kate Mclsaae, CO of the 35th

.. enrEnieT G page S
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Military History Detachment of the 63rd
Regional Readiness Command (RRC) is to create a
history of that organization and the previous ones:
63rd Infantry Division (US Army Reserve) (1952-
1965), 63rd Army Rceserve Command (ARCOM)
{1968-1995) and 63rd Regional Support Command
(RSC) 1995-2003). They all wore the same patch as
s,

The histery of those organizations has not been
in our undertaking all these vears, but there may be
bits and pieces that can be put together from
information that we might have in past 8leod & Fire

February 2007

 Cninmt o page §

other readers of this issue have some info that
would help her the copics conld be sent to her by mail, e-
miail, or by phone o the following addresses amd
numbers:
1LT Kate Melsaae, 35th Military History Detachmient,
5340 Bandini Blvd., Bldg 1, Bell, CA90201-6408
Phones: (323) 307-4497 & (562) 343-334% (Blackberry)
E-mail: Mcisaac, Mary K 1LT USAR 63RD RRC
<kate.meisanci@usararmy.mil>

Fred Clinton has mailed her a complete set of the
16 History CDs plus one that shows the Division
Memorials as a starting effort in helping her with the
project.
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Ramblings of a World War 11 soldier

Ist Squad, Is¢ Platoon, Co. A, 263rd Combar Enginecrs of 63rd
Infantry Division where we went throngh the Siegfried Line.
Right frong: (hven Dobdee, Retd Meredidh, ol Eynel (seated
i front with helrvet on lap) and Roy Casey, assistant squad
leader. Right rear, Horold Crose; Songl, our frack driver, Gilen
Mung, Gvovell and Koryra, the other twa are replacentenis,
Taken spring af {943,

When YVolume 58, Mo 1 of the Blood and Fire
magarine arrived, it was. like a breath of Spring.
Accolades to those responsible. 1 especially was
impressed by President Zimmerman'’s inpat, and his
observations about the Greater Generation and ouwr
waorld tour. It has been observed that the engineers of
the 263 have always had a poor showing. We were a
relatively small part in the make-up of an Infantry
[¥ivision.

Now, I will attempt to include a lot of “bamps in the
road™ from induction to discharge.

Inducted at Greensburg, PA., 1 was processed and
the same night, put aboard a railroad passenper car
and arrived at Fi. Meade, MDD, Breakfast consisted of
cold boiled cpes and already sugared coffee (take it and
like it).

After orientation and being told about the
importance of stepping off on the lefl foot and without
fuil saluting every officer and being further informed, it
was time to clean the barracks for an imporiamt
inspetion.

Back to getting ready Tor the while glove inspection.
Ed Lalliment of Beaver Fallz, PA and 1 were assigned to
clean windows, Ed became and remains a good buddy
of Len Zimmerman. He i still in Beaver Falls with
Velma, his wife of many vears, He is also a meniber of
the Blood and Fire Association.

When we went off duty, we had to stay on the

by Fofin b Lok

reservation. Don't go to Boom Town where the bars
and zirls mean trouble! Ed and T walked the strects
lnoking for officers to salute,

The Army doesn't tell the newly minted privates
anything. The next thing (o mention was being loaded
into an old Pullman car to 2o to “vonder” wherever that
mayv he.

Ed Lalliment, who was newly married and I were
assigned the same double berth. We talked 2 lot. He
about Yelma and 1 abowt Vi, whom T had Enown since
we mel at an Epworth Leaguoe party at her church.

Anyway, the trip to wherever was a new experience
for us, It was nice to be served in e dining car by white
coated porters. We had lots of speculation about the
destination.

The train would stop at a siding. Evervone out for
exercise! Coal fired engines moved the train. Every
morning there was a fresh coat of pollutants on the
windowsills.

Bovond Chicago we worked our way up to the Coreal
Northern Railroad tracks. Great expanses of very
lightly populated country and some spectacular
mountain scencery. At a couple of steep climbs we had
three engines. One in the middle of the train and a
pusher behind. On very sharp curves, we could see
them atwork.

We arrived at Tacoma and Ft. Lewis. On the way we
passed ncar the site where the famous bridge,
“Galloping Gertie™ had fallen in the high wind storm.
We were met by a convoy of trucks from the 202 Coasi
Artillery for the next experience. The 202 was a
Chicago Mational Guard outfit that had been for
training at Fort Bliss, Texas when they were called into
Federal service. A greal opporfunily to experience
English as spoken in the Chicago area! They regaled us
with the jovs of leave in Jaures, Mexicn.

They were positioned in a tent city on aschool yard in
Bremerton. WA for Basic Training by a cadre of non-
coms from the various unils. Among ather things we
had to learn and recite the Guoard Order before we
could get a pass to go ont on the sireets.

When they were satisfied that 1 was not an
embarrassment to the operation, | was sent to site or
section #28 at a reservoir on a hill overlooking the
Bremerton Ship Repair Yard. There to remain for
many months, At that time, there were many Barrage-
Balloons sited around Bremerfon with cable shroud
lines hanging from them. Each balloon was tethered by
a cable to a winch in order to get them up and down.

vonfinued on pape 17
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They looked like poorly nowrished elephants all
bagpy and sapgy.

Battery HQ) was at Kitsap Take some miles away.
The various battery personnel went there for mess or
other duties like work details or K. P. One other guy on
guard stayed on guard and his throwo-logether meal in
his mess kit was brought back when the truck returned.
Night and day someone stayed by the field telephone
Just in case,

When it became apparent that the Japanese were ton
busy to be a threat, the defense of the vard was Llessened
and a new HO) was established st Chies between
Bremerton and the Maval Ammo facility, Someone said
we needed more infantry, the Quoeen of Batile!

I was moved to another tar-paper covered barracks
a short walk from HOY. Ed Lallement remained aif the
mountain site where he was initially placed, On the rare
occasion when anyone gof a pass to go to Seatile, il was
a ferry ride through the Coast Guard maintained
mavable under water net that was to trap submarines.
Don't overlonk any possibility in weak lines in the
defense. Originally, there were hattery locations on
Bainbridge Island, Whidby Island and Vashion Island.

The regiment sent us for training o the Yakima
Desert for night training so the radars conld direct the
anti aireralt guns to frack incoming enemy. Since we
only served our purpose al might, we were available
during the day to help the farmers get necessary work
done. For instance, thinning the growing apples on the
tree so they would produce the famous “Yakima™ grade
fruit. Another activity was (0 haul freshly harvested
bean plants to the mechanical pod threshers.

When there were no training exercises a pass to town
could he had. If yon were with someone in the know, a
taxi driver could bring something to make Coke better.
I went to town with a native of the area who had a lady
friend. He claimed to have been a sheepherder before
being inducted. His name was Stegman,

The unit went on several bivouacs. One at
snoquanmis on Ml Haimier, another fo oa civilizn
conservation camp in the rain forest of the Olvmpic
Peninsula and from there to the ocean beach area on
the west side of the Peninsula.

I went (o a rest and recreation camp on the Hood
Canal where 1 had my Orst lessen in salt water and
sunshine. Also, at the camp T met a native Oregonian
whase name was John Manning and whose father was
employed at the shipyard near Portland. We thumbed
trunsportation to Portland down Highway #1 and
visited his parents.

I had my first experience with Hamm's Beer, It was
not hard to get picked up on the road. The civilians that

February 2007

were always ready ta do for men in uniform. John had
been to Alaska and that made him an adveniurer lo me.
Sometime later, | went on pass with him to Seattle, Saw
an exotic dancer who had trained birds to assist in a
partial disrobe, Wild stuff? IMis mother wrote to my
mother that John brought a fellow soldier to visil.

Since a serious soowlall was rare in the Seattle arca,
we had one that they were not prepared for, and no-go
in the snow capability.

I drove one of the two-and-a-half ton trocks around
the nsual farm roule to pick up the cans and take them
to the dairy. The man who would have normally done it
treated me to a hungry man sized steak.

When it became time to leave Bremerton, 1, and a
medic Maorice Pontious gol permission to drive lo Van
Dorn. He had a 1940 Ford, Ye and our wives drove east
to his familv's home in St. Clond, Minnesota where
were made welcome by their extended families. Along
the route, we staved in some rather primitive motels as
compared to today's facilities. Great experience! No
interstates. After a few days in Minnesota we headed
for the Camp Dorn experience. We arrived on Friday
but were not due umtil Monday. We went to the
Spinning Wheel Motel in St Francisville, LA, The heat
was oppressive and the only reliel was the shower or
under a ceiling fan over the bed. Maurice and 1
reported for dutv on Monday morning. Our wives
stayed in the puest Facilities on the post. There was a
time limit on how long they could stav so they had to
loek for a place off past.

Some of the accommodations were not much. After |
ot permission (o go home at might we had one bedroom
that had been a back poreh. Access was through the
owners bedroom. Another was a small trailer that 1
thought might upset while I had bouts of hay fever
sneczing. Another was a room that had been created by
partilivning a room which pave us half a window above
a very active bar, The next move was to a four unit twao-
stary apartment where they had a small room heater
igos fircd ) which I turned on it's side to make a conking
surface,

My wife found a deli operation to work in where they
made sandwiches for the Post Exchange, The
restaurant fare was relatively inexpensive. A heaped
plate of shrimp was sixty-five cents. YWe drank a lot of
iced tea and another local refresher that used limes.
Laots of roaches were in evidence, which were never
seen hefore by us Yankees. A day out in the pine forest
exercises were liable to produce chippers, those little
red spiders that burrow in your pores and sometimes,
along with misery, can cause blood poisoning.

FPhen, more training. Some of the NOOYs who were to
make engineers of us were totallv unaware that just
because we were interested we had learned from some

CORRTITE (AT pp I3
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of our buddies in the 202, a lot of rigging tricks and
lashings. How to secure packages on the hack of a pack
animal and how to tie bales of estton on river boats
using plain rigs and lines. Being farm raised, | knew
about the use of dvoamite in forest clearing.

Our company commander was Captain Tunnesion, a
Civil Engincer from Jackson, Mississippi. One of the
sergeants was an ex-powder monkev who was full of
him self. He was a pretty good boxer but careless and
over confident about the charges that he prepared and
packed in his fatigue wniform hreast packets. For
training he would use his cigaretie to light the fuses of
the blocks of explosives before he threw them inio
predetermined haoles in the ground. One day he became
completely disseeted over the trees. Also causing soldier
Korvia aserious héearing problem.

When it came near lme o ship out of Yan Dorn we
were formed for a company picture as a souvenir, We
had time on Christmas for a mess of sorts. My wife left
the next day by train to return to her family bome. The
263" left by troop train for Camp Shanks. My wife and
my maother went to visit my aunt in New Jersewv, |
received a pass to po say a last poodbyve,

The next day we were marched on board a converted
luxury liner minus the luxury. I, and my worldly
possessions including duoffle bap, had a chain
suspended pipe frame bed, third from the foor in a
four level USA floating motel. Not a good spot for a Mal
e Mere sufferer.

Duty was tn make sure that at night there was no
light to indicate that we were there, A non-sufferer does
not know how bad a land-luhber can feel while exposed
to that duty. IL was felt that this limer could travel fast
enough to steer an erratic course that i was not
necessary to rravel in convoy,

My next experience was trying to wash and shower
with sea water. Some of the company had a good time
on deck during the day. It was a good place o play
cards and smoke. When we arrived in Marseilles,
France, the ship anchored in deep water and we were
taken off in liters to shuttle lrom ship to dock. Then we
were loaded on trucks and taken to a bald hill where we
erceted our pup tenfs, This area was for staging new
arrivals, It was known as [MNES or (alas,

Dhur next expericnce was Lo the portable showers bo
disrobe and scrub, The clothes that we received had
been recycled from some previous unit that the luck-of-
the-draw did not mean as good a fit as might be desired.

A pass o the city came with rather specilic
instructions and a couple of large pills. There was o
USO but 1 did not enjoy the visit. The weather was had

and the area turned into a mud hole. It was necessary
to pile up a levee to Keep the flood out. It got cold at
night. After secing some training films it was time to go
toward the action. We saw a lot of destroyed German
equipment that had fallen to action taken by those
fighting units that preceeded us, We had to leave some
tent pegs behind as they were frozen in the mud, On the
trip we stayed overnight at a camp that was maintained
for troops moving to the war zope, Trucks will never
replace Grevhound buses as a ride to enjoy!

U'pom arriving in Sarguemines, France in
preparation for taking on the Dragons Teeth, we
occupied houses that had been requisitioned from the
citizens. From there, there were patrals to he helped
across the Saar and Jogst rivers as the Cermans
defenses were to be tested, One night my assistant
squad leader took a bullet through his rank patch on
one of his arms. He was able to stay on duty. Twao ather
privates, Fagellv and Robert Carp from Texas, had
maore serions wounds and eventually were hospitalized
in England. The mentioned Purple Heart assistant
squad leader was Roy Casey of Darset, Vermont, whose
wife is a member of the Blood and Tire.

We put a pontoon bridge in place for the infantry
before we loaded up with explogives for the assault.
John Densley, a native from Oregon and one of my site
members from the Bremmerton days, was Killed. [ have
a close-up picture of my squad where we went into the
Siglried. Again, the army did some pre-planning and
made a sign proclaiming to all that passape was made
possible by the Blood and Fire 63 Division load amd
clear!

From there and moving toward victory, we
experienced a Int of the field conditions that General
Hibbs said in training at Van Dorn were necessary for
being successful in battle, Despite the “grumbling™ it
proved him right. Long cold nights in fox holes were
very uncomfortahle!

Iwas pranted a Bronze Medal for removal of a road
block one night. Another time it fell to the engineers to
destroy a tall factory smoke stack that the Germans
were using as an aiming stake to improve the accuracy
nf their heavy firearms, The sound of their multi-
barreled rocket barrages and moving Panezer tanks
were designed to be unsettling. It was good to see the
AlrForce fighter planes in command of the skies.

We came 1o a place where the area between the lanes
of the Auto Bahn had been paved and painted preen to
lvok like grass to provide for the take off and landing of
their Messerschmidtt fighters. The planes were parked
in pine forests hut the T8 planes had strafed them into
junk. The Germans liked the high ground. One place
wi staved was Altes Lager, a one-time cavalry camp.
When they were rising in power they treated

. confimued an pags 14
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themselves well.

We moved into the Neiderstattin Castle, which had
an enclosed courtyard. The rooms had built in heat that
in pormal times would have been tended by help in the
hallways. There were people in an attached building
who probably had ewnership before we arrived.

I came upon a real bathtub with an electrical water
tank and treated mysclf to a lefsurely bath probably too
hot which produced light headedness. A form of shock.

I had known nothing of Vice President Harry
Truman until Franklin D. Roosevelt died. The war
moved rather quickly to a favorable conclusion and we
became an army of occupation and added up our points
to determine if we could expect to return home or be
prepared for duty in the Orient.

As rumaors flew, we were told that we might be
wearing the Texas 36" Division T Patch or the 1007
Division, After a sudden collapse of Japan, the plans
were changed. Those with the most points would get on
priority. [ had three years stateside at a point 2 month
plus out of the country time at two points a month.

I was on a detail that received weapoens [or storage in
a town where there was a factory that made small
electric trains. T bought one and sent it home. One of
our somns has it and it still works.

At Bad Mergentheim we were entertained by the
troop wha toured as the company that put on the
“Carmen Show,” We were also entertained by the
Conn Brothers with a boxing exhibition, T had amn
opportunity for R&R leave to Paris but did not go.
However, T did go to Brussels and 1 have a souvenir
statue of one of their famous statues. T went to MNancy
for a few days and also had leave at Marseilles where
the hotel had a bird cage elevator. 1 also toured a
perfume factory at Alx. We were told that the casinos at
Monaco were off-limits so don't try that. Being no
gambler at all, they wasted that advise on me.

The travel to the Riviera was by as cargo plane with
seating against the walls in the hold. Sure beat the
army's 6u6's. As we flew over the Alps it was a new
thrill. It seemed like one conld almost towch the
beautiful peaks.

One of the duties was to ride shot gun on a train load
of refuges being taken to Linz, Austria. We stopped
short of the border to Tet them walk past the check
poinis because the Russians would have kept the train.

Another memorable experience was seeing the farm
wagons pulled by maybe an old horse or an ox. The
farm hands were mostly women who would physically
drag the wagon aside to let traffic pass. Many wagons
had hand applied hrakes. Both front and back. Many of
the motor vehicles had wood burner gas supplies to

.. Cowinien fmm page 11
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produce fuel. A heavy truck with the mechanism in
the carge box would lose their ability to make fuel on a
down grade and then have to rekindle before
proceeding. They carried wood blocks in burlap bags
as fuel. Abus might have the mechanism on a trailer.

When the happy day arrived to board a ship for
home we were marched aboard the Cody YVictory, My
duty there was to manage traffic in the mess hall that
had dining English style with no seating. Tables were
high and one stood to cat. That was easy duty and [ did
not suffer motion sickness.

After being back on US soil, we were taken to Camp
Kilmer and then I went to Indiantown Gap,
Pennsylvania for a mustering out. A smaooth talking
recruiter convinced me to enlist in the Inactive Reserve
to keep my rank and be a good patriot. The rest of the
trip home was on my own on the Pennsylvania
railroad.

I was happy to be reanited with Vi and our families.
At that point I went to work as a mechanic for a friend
of long standing.

In 1948, we wiere at my parents home and 1 heard
Walter Winchell report on the Balfour agreement and
he observed that the seed of World Yar 111 had just
heen planted. That did not make my day as 1 was still
onmy reserve colistment.

Colonel Tucker ...

crelinsaed o pore
hack we went, looking for the break.

Hey. now, Jerry is looking down our backs when we
got to the edge of the feld so we called the swilchboard
and all was fine there. But, we still couldn't get through
to the company, =0 hack to the other side we went and
now we could get the company but not the switchhoard!
We let the wire run through our hands and finely, out in
the middle of the field. we found where a bullet had
gone between the wires and cut the line. Then it didn't
take long to fix the prohlem.

Claud (Smithy) and I carried the phone and strung
the wire for Colonel Tucker on every attack in the
Colmar Pocket and to Armucker. then we were split up
and each was given a crew. 1 went with Tucker to
Fnsheim, and then we were back together until after
the Siegfried.

While we were at Armucker, Smithy and | went an a
looting tour. Smithy found a German flag and tore a
pivce of red out of it to make a scarf. I wasn't to be left
out, so I got a red papal scarf from a church and now we
looked like a pair of Boy Scouts! When we gol back, it
was chow time, so we got our mess Kits and when we got
in line, guess who was there? Yon guessed it no one hut

e Ol on page |
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My combat experiences

As 1 Ivok back wpon my World War IT combat
ecxperiences, | sometimes wonder whether 1 didn't
dream the whole thing up, (hat perhaps these events
were simply the result of a dreadful, hazily
remembered nightmare. But my shattered left leg and
the partially missing fingers of my right hand are
evidence thal this was all loo real an event,

1 was born in Brooklyvn In 1925 and rolsed in a
typical, multi-ethnic neighborhood. T sang and played
drums in high school, and my goal in life was to become
a professional musician. There was nothing especially
different aboul me - just another neighborhood kid,
and like the other Kids. T was mostly unaware of world
events, I knew who Adolph Hitler was, and that he
didn't like Jews, but my knowledge went no further
than that. In those dayvs, a neighborhood (at least the
ones in New York) was much more insulated than it is
today; it was not unusual for a person to spend his
entire life there without ever leaving it.

Upon my graduation from high school in June 1943,
I was drafted into the army. I was sent to Camp Upton,
on Long Island, for a day or so, then shipped to Camp
Wolters, Texas for basic training. While there, [ played
drums in a military band as a means of keeping a hand
{or two) in music. | would have been perfectly happy to
continue this for the rest of the war, But this was not to
be, as | was transferred yet again, this time to Camp
Van Dorn in Mississippl, for combal training. It was
here that Twas placed in Company E, 254" Regiment of
the 637 Infantry Division, my final address, so to speak.

Mississippi was unlike any other place T had been to

the dark side of the moon seemed more familiar to me.
It wasn't just the hot, humid climate that was different,
but the social climate as well. | was unprepared for the
rigid depree of racial segregation I had encountered. 1
had gotten a taste of it earlier in Texas, but it was worse
in Mississippi. I can barely imagine what went through
the minds of those Northern Blacks whe found
themselves victims of American Apartheid at its most
appalling. In retrospect, what was equaling appalling
was the fact that, at the time, it didn't bother me at all. T
was eighteen years old and couldn't be bothered with
such trivialities.

Lipon finishing combat fraining, my regiment was
sent te New York where, on November 25, 1944
(Thanksgiving Day), we sailed to France, arriving in
Marseilles on December 8%, The Batile of the Bulge
began aboul a week later, but T was not a part of that. It
was oot until early the next vear that I saw combat for
the first time. It was muoch different than portrayed in

Memairs ty Hill Grold - suberidted by Gordon Myers

the movies. For one thing, it was far more chaotic than
the well-choreographed battles produced by
Hollvwood. Everybody was simply trving to stay alive,
inclading me. There were no phony heroies or
recitations of the Getiysburg Address or any such
silliness. We were scared and cold, and we couldn't wait
for the war to end. The main goal - the only goal - was
survival.

As the war progressed and the Allies moved toward
Germany in the spring of 1945, the 63™ Division was
attempting to fight its way through the Siegfried Line,
Early on the morning of March 16” - St. Patrick's Day
— I found myvself part of a squad of men detailed o enter
the Siegfried Line through a maze of trenches near the
town of Jebsheim, Germany. We succeeded im
destroving the first pillbox by slinging hand grenades,
which we threw into the enemy gun areas. Moving
through the trenches to reach our second pillhox, we
were ambushed from the rear by Germans who flung
their own hand grenades into the area we occupied.
Several of my comrades were instantly blown to bits by
the explosions. Although | was successful in throwing
away several of these incoming grenades, one of them
blew up close to my hand, causing damage to my right
forearm. There was also loss of hearing to my left ear as
well as shrapnel in my eyes.

In a semi-conscious state, T applied my belt as a
tourniquet around my arm to prevent my bleeding to
death. I recall being dragged by some Germans into
concrete fortifications and placed on a metal bed. 1 was
one of three survivors the Germans took as hostages in
fear of their lives (they were probably aware of the
massacre of unarmed Americans at Malmedy, during
the Battle of the Bulge, and perhaps were looking for
some form of life insurance). In any case, shortly after 1
wis taken prisoner, T destroyed my dog tags to prevent
the Germans from learning I was Jewish = I worried
they would kill me if they saw the “H"” on mv dog tags
{H for Hebrew). Looking back, it surprised me that 1
had the presence of mind to do this, given the fact that 1
was only semi-conscious,

1 don't remember how long | remained their
prisonerin the pillbox. [ do know that 1 was freed elther
the next day, or perhaps two days later, by the
remaining members of my company, immediately
transferred by stretcher to the nearest aid station and
piven last rights by a priest who was unaware of my
religious affiliation. [ was then placed on an operating

. . . continued ow page 6
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Combat ...

table, still not fully conscious of what was happening.
The surgeons managed to stop the hemorrhage before |
bled to death. T was subsequently moved to an army
general hospital in France for a few days, then
transferred to a hospital in England for ahout a month.
It was here that I was placed in & body cast to be
shipped back to Fort Dix, New Jersey, at which point
the body cast was removed and some of the shrapnel
lodged in sensitive parts of my body was taken out by
surgeans. In an effort to save my injured left leg,
surgical bone grafting was later performed at Valley
Forge General Hospital in Pennsylvania, They also
worked on the partially amputated fingers of my right
hand, trying to salvage what was left of them. The leg
was ultimately saved, and I spent the next two vears in
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rehabilitation at Valley Forge,

AllTever wanted to do in life was sing songs and play
drums, but every time T looked at my mangled right
hand and equally mangled leg, 1, a would-he musician,
became deeply depressed. There were days, during my
rehabilitation, when 1 seriously questioned the
practicality of my returning to music. But, I somehow
stuck it out and completed the rehabilitation process,
In this regard, | was helped immensely by the doctors,
whao were able to piece things together to a degree such
that [ was able to pursue a career in music, I was even
able to play the drums, though I could not bend my left
leg. Still T was doing what I wanted to do, and for that I
will always be grateful.

The following deaths were reported after the November
issue was printed. Please notify the secretary when o
hear of the death af a person from the &3rd.

Robert Carey, 1253, died November 25, 2006, He
lived at 387 Bustleton Pike, Churchill, P A 18966,
Kenneth L. Chase, AT 253, died September 3,2006. He
lived at 11 Sam St., Winslow, ME 04901,

Darrell Daugherty - K 255, died December 1, 2006,
His wife Margaret lives at 707 Cottage, Adel, TA S0003-
2111.

Ernest J. DeCelles, Eng 263, died January 8, 2006.
MNoother informartion is available.

Richard E. Hunter, Band, died January 23, 2006. No
other information is available,

Leamon J. Harvey, ON 254, died December 9, 2006,
His wife Virginia lives at 3704 5. Camella Ave., Sioux
Falls, SD 571140,

F. Paul Huseman, D 253, died January 11,2006. His
wife Anne moved and left no forwarding address.
Richard F. Herdman, MED 253, died Oct. 26, 2006. He
lived with his daughter Barbara Cramer at 429 County
Highway 143, Northville, NY 12134,

Wesley 5. Heimer, A 254, died Jan. 20, 2007, He Lived
at 134 Colonial Ave., Norristown, PA 19403,

Frank lIzell, C 861, died January 23, 2007, His wife
Kathryn lives at 3539 Wright Road, Box 6, Port Payne,
AL 35968,

Robert H. Joseph Sr, HQ 253, died October 30,
2006. He lived at 255 Possum Park Road, Rm. 2200,
Newark, DE 19711-6146.

James Lyke, M 255, died March 2006. His wife,
Marjorie lives at 1014 E Churchwell Ave., Knoxville,
TN 3™917.

Francis Morin, Associate member, died in 2004, His
wife June lives at 24 Birchwood Terrace, Bristal, CT.
DAl 10-91 26,

Charles A. Marsch, HO) 253, died February 6, 2006,
He lived at Rehoboth Bay, Rehoboth Beach, DE 19977,

Rabert F. Newton, C 255, died December 2005, His
wife June lives at 26219 SW Pine Lodge Rd., Camp
Sherman, OR 97730,

Rev. George Plerdeort, SV 154, died Dcee. 42006,
His wife Lillian lives at 221-B Crocker Lane, Bel Air,
MD 21014,

Halkey K. Ross, HQ 63, died December 23, 2006, He
lived at 8649 Lovas Tri., Trinity, F1.34655,

Harry GG. Rouse, ORD 763, died December 31, 2006,
His wife Frances lives at 801 W, Martin St., Abingdon,
IL61410-1401.

Durehy 1. Shoats, 1,253, died October 19, 2006, His
wife Agnes lives at PO Box 336, Jennings, LA 70546,

Theodore Soderback. H 253, died March 2004, No
further information was available.

sonringed on page 19
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I started out as a scared
infantryman and learned to survive

o the morning of the April 28, we were up before
dawn again. Company B was sent by truck to check out
a town in the high country, The (ruck earrying the 2Znd
Platoon followed a road that teok us up into the clowds.
We were traveling very slowly and finally came out into
bright sunshine. In the distance we could see other
mountain peaks rising about the clowds.

The village we had to check was in the distance and
the road was narrow and very curvy, We approached a
covered bridge and the driver slowed down., but
continued on through it. The bridge was creaking and
groaning but we made it throngh. We finally reached
our destination and as we went through the town the
citizens greeted us with blank stares. T guess they were
shocked to see such a young group of soldiers. We were
mostly eighteen and nineteen vear olds,

We checked out the town, and finding nothing, we
refurned to our HBattalion. We were now at the Lech
River. All the bridges over the river had heen
destroyed. Company A had discovered a hydroelectric
dam and had gone through it and secured the area on
the other side. Company B was sent through next. 1
remember the experience. The turbines were humming
and it was very clean. It had been operated by a group
of Hungarian soldiers. I exited the tunnel leading from
the dam and saw a large group of Hungarian soldiers.
They had just been freed from a prison camp where
they had been held when they were not running the
plant. They must have been treated well as they lnoked
to be in good health.

Later thal day we entered a forest as we headed in
the direction of Landsberg, My squad was following a
road throogh the woods when my first scout motioned
for me to catch up. He pointed out some movement in
the trees ahead. We discovered it was men in striped
clothing. We advanced and came to a barbed wire fence
and an open gate. We discovered that this was a prison
work camp that was s hranch of Dachan
Copcentration Camp. As we went inside, we could see
that the people were homan skeletons, The men we had
seen in the woods had run off as soon as the Germans
had left. Most of the ones remaining did ool have the
energy o leave, We thonght we were helping when we
gave pur chocolate bars and erackers to a few of them.
Howewver, after being starved, their stomachs conldn't

by Babert B Andersen - B 255

handle the food and it soon came back up.

The Li. radiced Battalion Headguarters, when the
rest of the Platoon canght up with ns. He was ordered to
stay there, but my squad continued our advance, We
walked through miles of woods where there was no
underbrush. The Cermansg most have kept the
prisoners busy keeping it clesn. We reached an
assembly area near Landsberg and dug in. At chow that
night, we were told that we had findshed our last eombat
assiznment.

We were a HAPTY bunch on the morning of the
April 29. We had survived cven though at times it
hadn't seemed possible, 1 starfed owl as a scared
infantryman and learned to sorvive. The winter had
been cold and at limes the snow had been very deep. [
learned the ground was my friend and that keeping my
head down had been good advice. 1 also had to fecl
confident that nothing would happen to me. 1 had been
given many danperous assiznments, but had sained a
great deal of experience from them, When T was asked
to be squad leader 1 took the assipnment knowing that [
was now qualified to lead my men.

The toughest part of that position was starting each
day knowing that when I told someone to do something
they could get hurt or killed.

Colonel Tucker. ..

oo comtrued Fom pae T4

Colonel Tucker. He took one Iook at us and said,
"What the hell do yon think this is? This is the Army,
ol the Boy Scouts.”

"Sir, we are the red wire team = the best Jdaomn
wiremien in the Division," said Mr Smith, Colonel
Tucker responded with, *Guess you are right but they
may be good targets. You can wear them on the front to
show the others ap, but not near Headguarters." We
did wear them until the end of the war, Some of the rest
of our team found some to wear also.

Fate Cole was wounded on the Siegfreid. Smithy had
acrew and | had a crew as we crossed Germany chasing
the Krauts to the Danobe. Smithy, a low painter, left the
outfitin Jone, He had received the Silver Star and | had
a Bronece Star, Neither of us hoad been wounded, T lefi
the 254th the first of August and went (o the 36ih, then
came home with an Ach Ach outfit in Movember. [ was
discharged in Fort Douglas on December 3, 1945,
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ﬁow I learned to drive

by Mordecal Baurmman

I fearned how to drive on a mountaintop near Marseilles. As the 255th regiment prepared to go to the Theater
of Operations, it became apparent that the available special service classifications would be given to more senior
men in the company. "Senior"” meant men who were in the army longer. [ had not been in the outfit long enough to
qualify for my role as _
entertainment director
overseas. Une of my friendly
licutenants, a special service
officer, (cither MNadden or
Bond) offered me a chance to
stay with my outfit, listing me
a5 a trock driver. 1 lived in
New York all my life; my
family didn't need and could
not afford a car,

It amused me. | never
suspected that it was a real
classification, or that T would
actually be reguired 1o drive,
To he assipned te a different
outfit meant I would leave my
friends, no one in the army
wanted to do that! 5o [ apreed
to the classification: truck
driver,

Tt was December. My outfit
was hivouacked on a rocky
mountain in the Maritime Alps overlooking Aixen-Provence. It was freezing: no one could sleep. We were issued
tents, but I remember with no pleasure that it was impossible to hammer the wooden pees into the rock, We
huddled in inadequate sleeping bags and suffered for nights, waking in sunshine to look longingly down at Aix,

I didn’t realize that I could not see in the dark. When 1 was assigned night guard duty, another soldier had to
guide me to my post. I stayed there, "on guard"” for about four hours. When my replacement arrived | had to
inform him that | couldn't find my way hack. Still another soldier had to come and guide me back to my ontfir,

One morning an officer called me over and said: "Here's your truck. Drive it.” [ admitted that T didn't know
how to drive. "Lt's a big field, nothing's in vour w ay. Just drive," the sergeant told me. I ground the gears, Irving to
shift. The truck was an absolute mystery to me. | drove around and around but never really got the hang of it.

The truck was mine however, and 1 had to drive 2a Warrant Officer as he visited the troops. He couldnt stand
my driving and finally took over the wheel. It was more dangerous to drive with me than face the cnemy!

After | had the truck lor several weeks, the maintenance crew told me to bri ng it in for a check up. " Didn’i vou
check the oil?" the machinist asked me in horror when he realized the oil case was empty. T didn't understand the
first thing about cars. They took the truck awayv from me. The next chauffeur, really an expericnced driver,
cracked it up on an icy road the first day he took it out.

The cold sleepless nights, inedible army food, the noise of the planes sverhead and the cannons in the distance,
my army experience wasn't easy, but little different from my comrades'. One scene in particular that has not
appeared in any film about that war, as far as I know, is indelibly fixed in my mind. After weeks during which we
had not been able to get out of our clothes, mayhe not even our shoes, the army constrocted an enormons tent in
Saarburg, with a series of open hot water showers and bins of uniforms. Hundreds of soldiers lined up at one end,
dropped their clothes, showered, and picked up clean (not new) clothes at the other end.

When the war in Europe was over, the army was sending soldiers not vet eligible for discharge to the Pacific, 1
was sure that the Japanese conflict would be over before I was sent there, 50 [ volunteered to go to the eastern
front, hoping for a furlongh first, T was determined to get home to my family in a hurry and reasoned T would
never be sent to Japan, | wasn't.

After I arrived ata replacement depot in Paris to wait to be shipped home, the war with Japan was over. But
instead of coming home, [ was assipned to the Biarritz American Umiversity (BAL) to work in the entertainment
section. I taught singing, gave several recitals and enjoved the wonderful French Restaurants. It was an
unexpected and pleasant ending of mv war experience.

frad
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Not all transfers to the 63rd came from the infantry

By Wiilard Fhitraker - Field driillery 862

I read with preat interest Edward Fowle's account of Headguarters Battery,
B2 Field Artillery Batallion's history. His account is well arganized by date and
action. It appears to me that he was more “in the know" than the firing batteries.
Mot all of the transfers to the 63rd came from the infaniry.

. 1 came from an antl alreraft artillery outfit. Imagine my surprise when I
o went through an advanced infantry problem with live ammunition! Later, I vas

| assigned to (105) Battery A in the fire direction center. T'his was at Camp Van
Dorn. At the end of training, we were shipped to New York, where | remember
vividly pulling guard duty in the pouring rain.

1 can recall on the teip overseas on the Mt Vernon, that one day when the ship
was rocking a bit, the chow line was shorter than usual. Slecping accommodations
were a bit crowded. Actually, I received the same accommodations on my refurn
trip to the states,

O our first "march order,” 1 dug the deepest foxhole 1 had ever dug. I could
not tell the difference between incoming and outgoing rounds - 1 thought that
Saarguemines was a fine place to stay, since we were guartered in a barn with
plenty of hay.

We called Baby town the Baby Factory (Avermacher). somewhere about this
time, we ran into a clock factory. We, too, participated in freeing up the liquor
situation. On one march order, somehody gave me a bottle that he said contained
cider. | tnnk a good swig and almost choked to death - schnapps!!

We passed through the Siglried line. and we hiad a lot of admiration for the
o infantry in getting through it. We, too, had a corporal whao received a hattlefield
S commission. Another parallel event is that we went through a town with white
sheets hanging out the windows. We had to turn back because the infantry was
not there yvet. That was near the end of the war.

Battery A had an infusion of non coms from the Panama Canal zone, so there
was 1 real dearth of promaotions in our outfit. (None!) 1 spent two of my three
venars in the army as a buck private. In the states | got more than my fair share of
KP! I got my stripes after going overseas. As a private, I had the distinetion of
heing in the antiaireraft artillery, air corps, infantry, and feld artillery, As a buck
| sergeantin the service command, 1 worked in the recruiting station in France.

At this time, the low pointers were sent home to prepare for the invasion of
| Japan. The high pointers were sent home for discharge. We middle pointers

staved in Europe. | came out of the war with the greatest respect for the infantry.
My wife and | now reside in a retirement community. We have, on several nccasions, had dinner with a vetired Lt.
Cremeral! It is a small world.

Bilfard Wkitmker

. canfined frow page J¢

Celebration of life ...

Jess Benjamin Williams, F 254, died Movember
1.2006. His wife Lillian lives at 2800 Elnora St., Silver
Springs, MID 20902,

Frederick P Weber, 1. 253, died December 28, 2006.
His wife Anna lives at 11069 Ravenwood L.
Pickerington, (O 43147,

DEATH OF SPOUSE
Jenny Eighmy, wife of Howard Eighmy, 1 254, died
Januwary 7, 2007, Howard lives at 6151 Inverness D,

Banning, CA 92220,

Catherine Foster, wife of Glen Foster, A 253, died
July 18, 2006. Glen lives at 205 5. Bovaton Koad,
Layton, UTT.

Jane Neilson, wife of Donald Neilson, K 255, died
Aungust 10, 2006. Donald lives at 3520 W, State Road
238, Lake Butler, FI.

“odf God so loved us, we ougli also to love one another,”
~ I Jahnd:11



20 February 2007
SHERATON TACOMA HOTEL, TACOMA, WA

(253) 572-3200 or (888) 627-7044

Tha Sheralon Tacoma Hotal is locatad at 1320 Broadway Plaza, Tacoma, WA 98402, It's located in the heart of
Tacoma between Mount Rainier and Commencement Bay. adjacent to the Bicentennial Pavilion, and Just & short
walk to the theatre district and specialty shopping, alsa the scenic Tacoma waterfrant is about a fifteen minute walk
from the hotel. The Sheraton Tacoma Hotel has 319 rooms. Ha ndicapped and non-smoki ng rooms ars subject fo
avallabllity. Please request these spedial accommodations when making your hotel reservations. Each room
features a coffae maker, iron, roning board, hairdryer, AMFM alarm clock, and color TV with cable channels,
Guests may also enjoy the 24hr on-site fitness facility, gift shop, salon, and spa. Parking at the holel iz currently
$8.00 for overnight guests. Check-in is at 3:00 pm and check-out Is at 12 noan

The Broadway Grill erves hreakfast and lunch fealuring cuisine of the Pacific Northwest. The Altezzo Ristorante
serves dinner featuring authentic lalian cuisine with panoramic views of Commencement Bay and ML Rainier from
the top of the hotal,

The hotel does not provide transportation ta and from the Sea-Tac Alrporl. Once you've retrieved your luggage from
Baggage Claim, proceed lo the Ground Transportation Bocth on the 3" floor of the parking garage and arange for
ransportation.  The hotel suggests using Capital Asroporter Shutte Service, please call BOO-962-3579 to make
reservations and to receive deparlure fime infermation,  We suggest making advance reservations due to limited
availability. Currently rales are $25 per person one-way and 545 per person round-frip. Tax services are alsg
available at about 350 per taxi one-way.

The hotel has limited space available for guests with Vs If space is needed please contact Lisa Olzen at 253-501-
4134, Should you require full hook-up service, please call Majestic Mancr BY Park at (80:0) 348-3144, Gig Harbor
RV Resort at (253) 858-81238, or KOA Seatle'Tacoma at (253} BT2-BB52. Ask for information, reservations, and
directions to determine which is best for you. The parks recommend reservations be made immediately due to
limited space ard availability,

Should you need to rent a wheelchair for the reunion, ScootAround rents both manual and power wheelchairs by the
day and week. Please call their toll-free number at (888) 441-7575.

Vendors, Schedules, and Prices are subject to change.

CLT HERE AND MAIL TO THE HOTEL E—

63" INFANTRY DIVISION — HOTEL RESERVATIONS
REUNION: AUGUST 7-12, 2007

NAME
ADDRESS y e _2IP
EMAIL ADDRESS (if availablz) : TELEPHONE # |

ARRIVAL DATE NME__ AMPM DEP DATE

NUMBER OF ROOMS NEEDED __NUMBER OF PEQPLE IN EACH ROOM —
SPECIAL REQUESTS: Wheelchair sccessible room _Noramoking ream KingBed

Two Double Beds Bed types are not guaranteed
RATE: 589 + fax (currently 13.5%) Single/Double eceupancy.
CUT OFF DATE: 07T/05/07. Reservations received affer this date will be processed on 2 space available basis, al te
prawailing public rate,
CANCELLATION POLICY: Depositis refundabils if reservation is cancedled by 6:00pm one day prior to arrival date.
Record your cancellation number, Call (253) 572-3200 of (B88) 527-T044
GUARANTEE: Reservalions must be guaranteed by credit card or first night's deposil. enclosed.
MC __ VISA__ AM.EXPRESS _ CARTE BELANCHE/DINERS _ DISCOVER.___

CREDIT CARD NUMBER s __EXP DATE

== ==
Mail lo: Sharaton Tacoma Hotel, 1320 Broadway Plaza, Tacoma, WA SH402  Aftn: Reservations
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63" INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION

2:00pm
2:00pm

7:00pm

12:30pm

3:00pm

9:00am

9:00am

8:00am
10:15am
6:00pm
7:00pm

7:00pm

11:00pm

2:30pm

9:30pm

4:00pm

11:30am

10:00am
12:00pm

7:00pm
11:00pm

AUGUST 8-12, 2007
SHERATON TACOMA, WA

Wednesday, August 8

Reunion Registration Open

History Room open during the duration of the reunion
Dinner on your own

“Meet Your Buddies Reception” with cash bar,
snacks, and soft listening music

Thursday, August 9

Reunion Registration Open. Additional hours will
be posted at the reunion, if necessary.

TILLICUM VILLAGE (description follows)
Meet your Buddies Ready Room open

Friday, Auqust 10

FT. LEWIS & McCHORD AFB TOUR AND
NECROLOGY (description follows)
Meet your Buddies Ready Room open

Saturday, Augqust 11

Women's Social

fo include a Continental Breakfast
Board Meeting

Men's Business Meeting

Cash Bar Reception

Banguet begins, followed by dancing

Sunday, August 12

Farewells and depariures
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TOUR DESCRIPTIONS

TILLICUM VILLAGE

Thursday, August 9
Qur adventura begins at Pier 56 on Seattle’'s waterfront, where you will board a boat for a narrated
harbor cruise through Elliott Bay to Blake Island. Once there, enjoy clam appetizers before entering
the great cedar longhouse for a delicious Nalive American style salmon feast with all of the
accompanimeants. While dining, be entertained by a magical stage presentation featuring Northwest
Mative American Culture. Afterwards, reboard the boat to return to Seattle, and then back to the
hotel,

Jpm board bus, 3:30pm back at hotel
$93/Person includes bus, escort, cruise, and dinner.

FT. LEWIS & McCHORD AFB TOUR AND NECROLOGY
Friday, August 10
The first stop will be the Ft. Lewis Chapel for 2 Memorial Service honoring the members of the 63"
Infantry Division. Then we will pick up an escort officer and enjoy a windshield tour of the Fort. This
is a closed Post for | Corps, Ranger Baltalion, and Special Forces. It is known as the best Mast Unit
west of the Mississippl. Lunch will be at the American Lake Community Club. After lunch we will visit
the training facility and meet some of the troops, as well as see some of the base's renowned static
displays. The group will then head to McChord Air Force Base for a driving tour before returning to
the hotel.
9:00am board bus, 4:00pm back at hotel
$45/Person includes bus, guide, and lunch.

Oriver and guide grafuilies are fol included in [ lour paces,
Flesze plan to be af the bus boarding area al leas! five minutes pnor to the schediled hme
AN trips reguire a minimunm of thidy peopls, unless offeneise stalod

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY FOR ARMED FORCES H.ELFM'% NC.
For attendess cancaling reunion activilios prior 1o the cutoff date, Armed Forces Rounions, ns, (AFR) shall process a full mofund loss
ihe non-refundable AFR registradion fee (35 per person), Allentess canceling reunion activibes afer the cub-off cae will be refunded o
tha fullest sxiand that AFR's vendor commilments and guarsniess will alow, less the non-relundable AFR regisiralion fee
Cancaliations will only ba taken Monday through Friday from 9:00am untll 5:00pm Esstorn Standard Time, excluding holldays |
Piesase call (767 B25-6401 or amail rgn%‘r.‘ri com to cancal reunion activiias and oblain & cancallalion aode Kefunds processed 4-
G woeks after reundon. Cancsling your holel reservation doas nol cancel yoar reunion adivibes,
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63™ Infantry Registration for the 50" Reunion

August 8-12, 2007 Tacoma, WA
Ligted Doy are all registration, tour, and meal costs for the raunion, Please enter how many people will be participating in
each evapl and total the amount. Send that amount payable 1o ARMED FORCES REUNIONS, INC. in the form of check or
money arder NG credil cards or phone reservations accepted). Your cancelled check will serve as your confirmation.
Returned checks will be charged a 320 fee, Al registration forms and payments must be received by mail on or before JULY
10, 2007. After that date, reservations will be accepied on a space available basss. We suggest you make a copy of this
form before mailing. Please donot staple or tape your payment fo this form.

Armed Forces Reunions, Inc. OFFICE USE ONLY
PO Box 11327 Check # Date Received
Norfolk, VA 23517 Inputted Nametag Completed
ATTN: 63™ INFANTRY DIVISION L= i
. | SFPER # OF TOTAL |
CUT OFF DATE: JULY 10, 2007 | PERSON | PEOPLE
Join us in Tacoma! | Par
REGISTRATION FOR Eﬂ_ﬂﬁ REUNION et by e E ' $35.00 | Registration | $35.00
WEDNESDAY, AU GUST 8. e SR DT — R
Reunion Registration e
| WEDNESDAY, AU GUST 8. .. 7:00pm — 11:00pm # atlending
Meet your Buddies, Cash I::-ﬂn snacks, soft Ilﬁtenlng music | FREE FREE
THURSDAY , AUGUST 9... ..8:00am — 10:00am & 2:00pm — 2:20pm |
Reunion F!eglstrath::n ...... = -
THURSDAY , AUGUST ... b e s 3:00pm — 2:30pm
Tillicum Village Tour o $92 1%
PRI BT T T e a1 oot s 2:00am — 4:00pm
Fi. Lewis Tour and Mel::r-::l.ugy a5 1§
| SATURDAY , AUGUST 11 BOARD MEETING... .....B:00am — 10:00am
' SATUR DA"I" AUGUST 11 gt 1]
MEN'S BUSINESS MEETING.........co0ismmmaimnins .. 10:18am — 12:00pm | =
SATUR DAY , AUGUST 11 # attending
WOMEN'S E-DEIJ'_IL_L Inchuding Cordisantal Broatost and Entartanment ..9:00am — 11:30am | FREE | FREE
SATURDAY (EVENING), AUGUST 11
| COCKTAIL PARTY CASH BAR... s errrransrsens s nenenec OO PM = 7:00pm
DINNER/DANCE [Assigned EEﬂ!H'Ig} o £ ke W e e L r00pm — 11:00om
Please choose your entrée for the Saturday Banguet: "
Top Sirloin T $36.00 3 5
" Chicken Marsala $36.00 e
Children’z Plate {Chicken Fingers and Fries) £15.00 —_— L
GRAND TOTAL due to Armed Forces Reunions, Inc. g |
NAME L = MICH NAME ___UNITACO
SPOUSE NAME o e A T ARIE Bl i A R T s
STREET ADDRESS o it __FIRST TIME ATTENDEE? 7 YES 7 NO
CITY. ST ZIP____ PH.NUMBER( ) -

MUSTYOU BE LIFTED HYDRALLICALLY ONTOTHE BUS 1.l".l'HILE SEATED | N YOUR WHEELCHAIR IN ORDER TU
PARTICIPATE IN BUS TRIPS? ? YES T NO (PLEASE NOTE THAT WE CANNOT GUARANTEE AVAILABILITY).

EMERGEMCY COMTACT PH.MUMBER {____} -

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY FOR ARMED FORCES REUMIOMNS, INC.
For atiendees cancelng reunion actvilies prar 1o the cul-off date, Armed Forces Reunions, nc, (AFRY shall process & full refund lass the
nan-refimdabés AFF reglsbration fee (35 par person). Afendeas canceling reunion aclivites afler the cul-olf dabe wl ba refundad to the
fullssd exterd that AFR's wendor commilments and guararioss will allow, less the nonrefundstle AFR reglstration fee, Cancellations will
only be taken Monday through Friday from 8:00am until 5:00pm Eastern Standard Time, excluding holideys. Pleass call [T57) 625
G201 ¢r omail canceli@ain com to cancal reunon &cdivites and oblam a cancellation coda, R efunds processed 4-B weess alter reunsan.
Canoaling your hotel reservaion doss not cancel your reunion activites.
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A word from your buddies. ..

253 Kegiment

Gavlord Betcher, K Company: "1 was recently
pwarded a certificate for 60 plus yvears of continuous
membership in the American Legion Post. 1 am still
hanging in there = I will be 8% yvears old on March 17.1
sfill live on the farm and there are mo meals on wheels
for me - only the zood, home made stuff?™ He lives in
Maozeppa, MN.

Carroll J. Black, IV Company senf this message:
Well except for asore knee, But it is much better now. 1
think after about a week, 1 will be going as wvsual
apain." He lives in Spartanburg, SC.

Alfred P Ciullo, C Company: "1 was very sorry to
hear about the passing of Hod Backus, We were good
friends and he dido't Live very far from me. He was o
witnderful person and had a beautiful family." Alfred
liwes in Tall River, Mass,

Claude Denison, A Company wrobe this: "1 will be
BB years old on February 19, 2IM7, Dorothy and 1 have
been married 67 years and have been retired 21 vears. |
play golf when Tean," They live in Sipourney, Towa,

Michael J. Cairo, L. Company, sent this message: "I
went 1o visit Eddie Zanski, who was in the 63rd
Division. He and his wife are in the Plainville
Community Nursing Home. He and 1 met on board the
ship poing to Germany. If anyone knows him please,
send him a card. We remained friends with him and his
family and have a long-going friendship. We go see him
as much as possible.” Michael and Rose live at 231 5.
Hegent 56, Port Chester, NY 10573, (Wrire fo Michao!
Jow an address for Eddic)

Gerald A. Geass, L. Company: "1 was a replacement
for ik Division 357 Infantry Company G I was
frained in Yan Dorm, Mississippi in September and
October of 1943, 1 was just 18 years old at that time and
I am mow Bl yvears old, Are there any men s6ill alive
from L Company 253 Kegiment, 1st Platoon? I wonld
like to hear from them.” Gerald amd Susan live in
Kingston, MY,

James A, Gregg, | Company, and his wife Tona sent
Holiday Lireetings to everyone in the Association, amd
to all our servicemen and women. They live in Bend,
DR,

Wilbur T. Braithwaite, A Company, wrote: "It
seems fike all of us are showing our age. I just bad a
successful heart surgery. Probably the poriion of every
servicemen's life remembered most vividly is the time
serving, especially the combat troaps.” He and .Janc
live in Manti, UT.

Carl ¥, Anderson, E Company, tells us: "Kil and T
will celebrate our 60th anniversary on June 28, 2007.
ur grandson and hizs wife, Amanda now live in
[acoma, Washington. How convenient for the reunion
in August! They have also presented us with our first
great-prandehild. A boy named William Anderson
Hobhs, Great-grandma can hardly wait to get that litte
guy in her arms!"”

William Taylor, H(} Company, wrote: " Missed the
reunion because of schedule conflicts and last minute
sickness in family. We are still in pretty good health and
most of the body parts operate within the aceeptable
pain threshold, I am sl doing airplane restoration
work at the New England Alr Museum. six hours a day,
twice a week. Hope to see you all again at the next
reunion.” Bill and Mary Lon live in Manchester, CT.

Roy E. Sjoblad, Head Quarters Company:
"Recently celebrated 61 years together. | appreciated
reminder to pay my dues - | wouldn't want to miss any
Blood and Fire issues! 1 am always looking for names
pitached to HO) Co., 3rd Bn, 253rd Regr. Whatever
happened to all of them?” Roy and Elsie live in
Boviston, MA,

John C. Harth, B Company, sent this brief note: 1
have a change of address, T still lve with my wife Joann
and help my nephews some with the farm work.” He
and Joann live in Hickley, MN.

Cordon "Shorty"™ Myers, HQY Company, sent this
message: " was in the hospital on my birthday August
17. 1 had to have my Carotid Artery opened up. 1 had
the left side dome three years ago - mow [ have a
matching pair! Had my gallbladder removed on
November 15th. | don't wish that pain on anyone!
MNever experienced pain like that in my life. All ix well
now and om the road to mending, Hope fo make the
Tacoma reunion. Robert Carey, 1 253, passed away on
Movember 25, 2006 after a very long illness, His wife
Marge lives in Holland, ML" Shorty and Betty live in
Levittown, PA.

Clapde Mayfield, B Company, wrote: "1 am 84
vears old amd siill in pretiy good healih, My wile, Hazel,
is 84 vears old and also in good health.” They live in
Harwich Port, MA.

Harry E, Maxwell, Cannon Company: "'T will be 94
years old in April. 1 still have {as they sav) all my
marbles! | was once a four-sport athlete but now 1
watch sporis the Crhio State Buckeves from my home

vl on mape 25
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A word from your buddies. ..

Coninmed S Hip b

town of Columbuos, Ohio.

254 Regiment

Fdward L. McGrath, K Company: "1 am getting
older and a little slower. Do enjoy the magazine. Tt is
bigger than a pamphlet!” He and his wife, Janice, live
im St. Lewis, MO,

Robert 1. Ziemke, I Company sent pictures for use
in the Bfoed and Fire. He said: "Photography and golf
are my hobbies. Bill Pink and Ray Wise are my
buddies.” Baob lives in McKeesport, PA. (Latfors note:
pictures will be used as space permies, in this isswe and
the next ixsue).

Sal Genova, G Company sent this message: "My
pood buddy, Charles (Chuck) Renner passed away. He
was in G Company, 254th Weapons Plaloon, He is
survived by his wife, Carol and family. Chuck is from
Ohio. 'l miss him." %al and Edith live at Franklin
Square, NY,

Rudy Lencioni, F Company reports: "We had our
55th wedding anniversary on October 20. Betty and 1
have four sons. ten grandchildren and three-and-a-half
oreat-grandehildren. We are doing well.” He and Betty
live in Dver, Indiana.

Harold K. LaCosse, F Company, is taking
advantage of the editor by using a little space in this
column. He is semi-retived now and getting slower by
the day! He and Donna will be married 59 years an
March 12. They are the parents of two sons and one
daughter and they have one foster som. Their
grandchildren, including foster grandsons and a
granddaughter-in-law comes to the grand sum of
thirteen. One grandson is in the army stationed in Iraug:
one grandson is a minister and one grandson recently
accepted a position at the New England Conservatory
in Boston. They also have two great-grandsons and
another great-grandbaby is expected in May, And, a
foster granddaughter will join the family in July.
Christmas is a heap of fun in the LaCosse "House of
Confusion.”

Ben Wyatt, F Company, had this to say: ""'We had to
cancel the Kentucky reunion. I'm trying to remember
this is the Golden years! At 81, | hit a few medical
problems that had to be taken care of. Evelyn and Lare
sorry to have missed it. We enjoy the reunions and
meeting the bunch we've gotten to know. [am doing ok
now and looking forward to next year."”

Lewis S, Germain, L Company wrote: "At my age, |

send in one year's dues at a time! am %1 years old
and that is a long fime!! Sure miss the conventions, Say
"Hi' to Fred Clinton and his wife." Lewis and Joan live
in Millbrae, CA.

Joseph "Bill" W, Thoman, B Company sent this
message: "1 became 91 years old on September 13, 2006
and Maryellen, my wife of 65 years, will be 91 on
December 22, 2006. We have four children, ten
erandchildren and two great-grandchildren. Our
health has been good hut is now declining. 1 have
chronic leukemia and she has cancer and is taking
chemo. We still live in our home and have lots of family
and friends here. Best wishes to any Company B 254
duffs still out there!" Bill and Maryellen live in Tucson,
AL

Herb Schneiderman, A Company wrote: "1 hope
vou have room for my wee message - it is less tham 30
words! Charlotte still line dances twice a week, New for
us is having no car, only hus and taxi for shopping. She
is 81 and 1 am past 89, Write, please HotshotsL." They
live at 1185 Washington St.. Bath, ME 045302837,

Joseph P. Matrale, C Company, sent this brief
miessage: &0 vears old - married 52 years." He and
Elizabeth live in Caldwell, MNJ.

AIfL. Crutchficld, I Company wrote: "VWe enjoy the
magazine very much as well as all the History of the
Division. T am £1 years old this November (2006) and in
fairly good health. Flave been batitling eye problems -
olaucoma - but we think it is under control now." All
and Imogene live in Claremore, (/K.

Sheldon Toder, Cannon Company, asks this: "As
there are so few of us, would il be possible to list
members by company and regiment? 1 could access the
information on the internet.”

Hugo Boettcher, B Company, wrote: "1 wish Corine
and T could attend the reunion next summer but we
can't travel that far any more. Received the Blood and
Fire last week and saw where Maurice Eicheson had
passed away last February. T'll sure miss my old buddy.
We visited each other several times during the last 60
vears. Ftch was a soldier's soldier: he had the respect of
hoth the officers and the enlisted men. A salute to
Maurice and a big hello to all my buddies.” Hugo and
Corine live in Frohma, VL.

Harold . Heavin, A Company, and Wanda live in
Lawton, OK. He is a man of few words! "Wanda and |
just celebrated our 60th wedding anniversary in June
2006."

. comiinued or pape 20
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Edward Karcheski, B Company, sent the [ollowing
message: "When I lived on the south side of Chicagn, n
group of us would pile inte my car and we would 2o o
Morocceo or Hobart, Indiana to pick mushrooms! Edith
and 1 just eclehrated our 65th w edding anniversary in
June and we just became great-great-grandparents!
We are both doing fine here.” They livein King, WI.

233 Regiment

Vincent Tramuta, K Company: "1 am almost 88
vears old and having a tough time getting around. [ am
a diabetic and have trouble with my legs due to poor
circulation. I miss going to the reunions.” He and
Josephine live in West Babylon, NY,

Robert Williams, F Company had this io say: "1
look forward to the Biood and Fire new look! Keep up
the good work. Afrer the war was over, T was sent o
Berlin as an MP. I served seven years and left ihe army
as a Sgt. Ist Class." Bob lives in Ca mp Hill, PA,

Leonard 1. Kiang, T and HQ Companies, of
Uakland, California wrote: “T am a retired sowial
worker and am 85 years old. I' am disabled hy
rheumatoid arthritis, am single and dote on my niece,
two nephews and their families. T quit driving due to
poor vision and hearing. Just hanging on and enjoying
life one day at a time. Best regards to evervone nfvow,"

Vernard O, Riggs, D Company: "Retired from the
{now) Bank of America in 1988, Trene and 1 have been
miarried 64 vears as of July 3, 2006, We have two sons
and one daughter, Enjoy the Blood and Fire.™ They live
in Mavsville, NC,

James V. Rathburn, | Company wrote: " India and 1
are enjoying reasonable health, | celebrated my 8lst
birthday November 10, 2006, Enjoying our children
and grandchildren very much, Always looking forward
for the Blood and Fire to arrive. Thanks for all vou do."
Vernand Indialive in Easley, SC,

John Needham, Service Company, sent this
message: "I retired after 30 years serviee with the
Chicago Police Department, | enjoy reading the Blood
and Fire and would like to hear from anvone whi
served with me in Service Company, 255th Infantry.
My address is 162 Hummingbird Hill Dr, Orland Park,
1L 60467. My email address is jQI ljav6514i@ laol.com
Hope to hear from someone.”

Lecile D. Self, HQ Company, wrote that he and
Loulse celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary on

February 2007

October 18, 2006, They have two sons, four
grandchildren and four great-grandehildren. Th ey live
in Pinson, AL,

Ray W. Peterson, HQ Company, sent this message:
"We are both deing fine. Our health is good and we are
able to take care of ourselves. | had some hernia repair
surgery and recovery has been good, We will celebrate
our ilth wedding anniversary on May 28, 2007, Have
lost contact with platoon members except Jack Bover
in Ohio and Al Binko in Maryland. Appreciate all yonr
zood work for the Association.” Ray and Merlene five
in Ogden, Utah.

Ernest Klimek, D Company and Mary live in
Livonia, Michigan, He wrote: "We really enjoyed the
reunion in Kentucky this vear and hope to Join you next
vear. We have forgotten the date and would appreciate
any information you could send uws." (@l rewnion
information is in this ivsue af the Blood and Fire),

Robert Titterington, K Company, had this to SAY:
"Looking forward to the reanion in 2007 in Tacoma,
That's right in my back yard! My wile and I are in pood
health. T tanght school for 35 vears and then worked
with seniors in my chureh.”" Robert and Eileen live in
Seattle, WA,

John McKenna, M Company, wrote: "Just talked to
Marjorie Lyke a short while ago and she told me that
Jimmy (James Lyke) had passed away in March, His
daughter was supposed to let me know bui she forgot.
Jim was a member of M 255 and had been in a nursing
bhome in Knoxville, TN.” John and Yolanda live in
Wytheville, VA,

George M. Silovich, T Company, had very few words
in his message: "T remembered! Still ondy 18 vears old,
zoing on might patrol behind German lines!™ He liyes
inAlliance, Ohio,

Pasquale W. Cappiapouti, C Company, sent this
brief message: " I um 89 vears old and my wife and I are
still good friends.” "They live in Webster, MA,

Anti Tank

Ralph Warriner, 254 wrote: " After the war ended, |
was re-assigned constabulary duty in Nerthern
Germany. Returned to the USA in March 1946, Re-
inlisted in the US Army Air Corp in 1947, Received
medical discharge in March 1948, 1 retired from TS
National Park Service in 1984." He and Anns live in
Hanson, WV,

Med, Tech
Benjamin F. Butler Jr, A Company lives with his
wife, Dorathy, in Greenshors, NC. His Message was
brief: "Lam 95 years old and walk two miles a day."
Juhn F. Troy, 254 Regiment, wrote: "Thrilled when
I receive cach edition of the Blood asnd Fire. Thanks a

condped or pape 27
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lot and keep op the good work.” John lives in
Atkinson, MNH.

Ficld Artillery

Herbert L. Cameron, 862, sent this message: "1
received the Blood and Fire vesterday and really
enjoyed it. Doris and T arc looking forward to the
convention in Tacoma and hope to see everyone there
in August. We are well and busy most of the time."
Herh and Daoris live in Yadkinville, WC.

This note came from Edward Stolpa, T18: "We
had our third great-pranddanghter in Angust 2006."
He and Alice live in Megquon, WT.

"Bud" Breeding, 863rd, lives in Oklahoma City,
OK. He wrote: "1 missed the 2006 reunion and will
prohably miss it again in 2007. Hopefully, I'll he able
to make the scene in 2008, Thank vou for everything
you do to keep the 63rd spirit alive and well. Teouldn’
have served with a better bunch of men if [ had hand-
picked "em."

Gerald J. Bungert, 718th Company lives in
Morton Grove, [llinois, He sent this briel message:
"Any thought of a convention in Chicago or
Washington DC?

Head Quarters

Rov 1. Rock wrote: "We both are in bad health. T
fall. even in the house. | was injured in the war and
have lots of problems with my health. But 1 am
thankful to be 81. My wife, Sue, and I are on a lot of
medication. We don't go places excepl to the doctors
and to church.” He and Sue live in Hodgenville, KY.

Joscph T. Scales, 862, also sent a brief message:
"On November 2, 2006 Louree and I had our 64th
vears of marviage.” They live in Farmingtin, NM.

Quarter Master
Jack Mayrsohn wrote: "We had a great trip to our
National Parks out west for our 56th wedding
anmiversary on October 8" He and Tobi live in
Delray Beach, FL.

byl L
Harry J. Bevignani. 253: "1 am now 8% years old
and semi-retired as a Bapk Director. 1 have no
children but have two sisters so have lots of nephews!
1 am in relatively good health and have a conde in
Pualm Beach, Florida," Harry lives in Westmont,

Ilimeis.

Engineers

Melvin E. Risley, C Company, made this comment:
*I never see anything of anyone in the Blood and Five
from O Company 308 Engineers. Are they all dead?™™
Melvin lives in Twisp, WA,

Donald J, Liptak, H & S Company, wrote: "1 was
with the original Cadre at Camp Blanding, Florida and
Camp Van Dorn in Mississippi. | worked in Battalion
Headguarters for Capt. Harry Wire, who was onr
Intelligence Officer - 5-2. After training period was
over. 1 was sent to Camp Beale, California for a short
time and then sent out to the PT.CL as a replacement.”
Don lives in Streator. Hlinois,

Associate Member

Ginny Sokelowski sent this note: "My hushand,
Joseph, HQ 254, died on April 25, 2006. We were
married for 57 years. While he was well and able to
travel, he loved attending the 63rd reunions and
receiving the Blood and Fire and catching up with
{news of) his buddies." Ginny lives in Iselin, CT.

Florence Rome, widow of Edward J. Rome, H 253
would like to hear from any member who remembers
her hushand, Sergeant Eddie Rome. Her address is
14202 Marcella Road, Cleveland, OH 44119,

Mildred Hendry, widow of Jay R. Hendry,
Company L, 254 sends this message: "My hushand
never knew there was a 63rd Llofantry reunion or of the
Biood and Five. T found out after his death and have
received it every year. 1 also found one of his real close
huddies and communicate with him and his wife. Not
anly is your name (LaCosse) getting an extra letter, my
hometown 5 missing one. It's the omly known
Greeneville with the middle E." Mildred lives in
Greeneville, TN, (she has reference of people putting an
R in owr lust name of Lalosse)

Nan Landers, widow of Arlton D. Landers, Band,
sent this message: "1 do enjoy getting the Blood and
Fire. Al always enjoyed it and I always hope lo see
something about the band and his buddies. Also, the
Woodville girls, including me, loved the dances! The
ones in Van Dorn and also in Woodville. Met a lot of
nice bovs! Al and T were married 53 years when 1 lost
him. We have 2 son who was in the Marines and fought
in Viet Nam and we now have a grandson in the
Marines doing his second tour in Irag, Hopefully he
will be back home in January - maybe.” Nan lives in
Woodville, M5,

Marie P. Gerbino, widow of Tony Gerbino, wrote:
"My husband, Tony, passed away at the age of T8 on
March 9, 2001, He was with HQ CO. 253, He also d the
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traveled with the "Carmen Show" after the war as a
member of the cast and Dance Director from June 1945
until Fehruary 1946. Upon his separation from the
service, he received the American Service Medal,
Kurapean-African-Middle Eastern Service Medal,
Good Conduct Medal, World War [1 Victary Medal,
Purple Heart and Bronze Star. If any of his friends are
still around, they can get in touch with me, 1'd be glad to
hear from them, You (Donna) have my address,” Marie
lives in Titusville, FL.

June Newion, widow of Robert P. Newton, C 254,
sent this message: "My husband passed away in
December 2005, He will be missed forever by his family,
We have seven children, 18 grandchildren and five
great-grandchildren. He felt hlessed and thankful to
spend time in the fall at the World War 11 Memorial.

February 2007
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Junelivesin Camp Sherman, OR.

Brenda Manning, daughter of Robert H. Joseph Sr.,
Head Quarters 253, wrote to inform us of her father's
passing. "Dad passed away October 30, 2006 at the age
of 2. He was the father of one son and one daughter
and four grandchildren. We, without a doubt, are sll
blessed for having known this remuarkable man, wha
had such a profound influence on all of our lives."
Brendalives in Newark, DE and is now a member of the
63rd Infantry Division Association.

Agnes Shoats, widow of Durphy Shoats, L 253, sent
wori of his passing: "My husband died October 19,
2006 while a patient in the VA Home that was newly
built in 2004. It is a beautiful place and they took good
care of him. We have good people running the Home."
Agnes lives in Jennings, LA,

Ham operator I am

Iregret to report that Tam very limited in my ability
to participate in national, regional or local Association
eveuls. However, please note that my interest in the
Association and its members continues unabated as
my future unfiolds.

I want fo stress how much I appreciate vour
dedication and that of Fred Clinton and others who
continue to carry on the activities of the Association. 1
am indeed grateful for the fricndship of Russ DeMar
whio lives in Maderia.

Rest assured that 1 am indeed proud to have- heen a
member of the 63rd Division and want to be kept
abreast of the activities and special information about
its members, This being the case, | am submitting a bit
mare personal information that may help me locate
some ol my colleagues of years long past.

I am a retired school principal whose retirement
days are filled with a variety of activities. T help my
dear wife, Clodna, of 58 years im her mission of
providing toys and items of personal and household
nse to needy families locally as well as in the
Appalachian Region of Kentucky. Summers are filled
with gardening,

I am also an active Amateur Radio Operator,
“Ham," devoted to helping others via "Ham" radio. In
addition to emergency communication service, | take
pride in being a member of Navy-Marine Corps
MARS ( Military Affiliate Radio System) providing

By Fokn Dumond

phone patch communication between deployed
personnel at sen and loved ones at home. The motto of
Navy-Marine Corps MARS is "Serving those who
serve, "

Alter basic training with the 63rd Infantry Division,
since I was a licensed radio operator from my high
school days, 1 was given permanent assignment with
Hq. Biry, 63rd Div Arty. In Furope until the 63rd
returned to the USA. Lacking enough points to return
with the Division, I said "goodbye" to my Div. Arty.
friends and left to join other units for occupation duty
until my discharge in May, 1946,

Since I am still a very active "Ham" operator, I hope
te be able to contact some of my old radio operator
buddies who may have followed their military service
by becoming "Ham"™ operators, If so, I would really
like to contact them by radio and "rag chew" with them
on the air, My amateur eall sign is WSYML with
information abhout my station readily accessible
through "Ham" radio channels.

I would be grateful if this information could be
made accessible in order for me to link-up by amateur
radin with my old buddies,

Once again. I am grateful for the opportunity to
continue (o be a part of the Association and, God
willing, to continue to be so for many vears in the
future,
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Found in the drawers of Fred Weber’s desk

{Fred Weber, H 253, began "housecleaning” and
down-sizing the contenis of his desk and files following
the Kentucky reunion. He sent the following letters for
publication in the Blood and Vire becanse ke thought
there was background information and combar
experiences in them that would be of an inferest o the
"huddies” in the 63,4 Infuntey Division Association. I
told him his arficles wonld appear in the Blood and Fire
bepinning in February. Lven though Fred passed away
in December, Fam keeping my promise to fiim. — Editor)

The first letter was dated Movember 15, 1995 and was
from Faul and Rosemary Yermillion.

Drear Fred and Anna,

I'hank you very much for your eard, photos and kind
words. Appreciate that! Glad you have whipped the
cancer, Anna.

Eill Scott just mailed me another big list of new men
to search for. Mot enough hours in the day or year!

Enclosed are two articles | wrote about Van Dorn
and combat. Also some info on some ways to search for
"lost sheep,"” but the CD-Rom phone discs are the best
WEAPO.

Thanks again.
Best Regards,
Paul and Rosemary

LIFE AND DEATH I A
MACHINE GUN SQUAD - WW2
By Paul Vermillion

I arrived at Camp Van Darn, MS. Early September
1943 and was placed in Hifle Company "A" 253
Infantry Regiment, 63rd "Blood and Fire" Division in
one of the two machine gon squads where [ remained a
machine gunner until the 63rd started breaking up in
August 1945, Of all the 4th platoon men who were
originals, T was the only man (T was 18 years old) who
managed to stick around and go overseas with the
company. Most of the others went in on the Normandy
Invasion - or shortly after. 1 remained at ¥an Dorn 14
months until the 63rd went overseas into combat. At
that time I was a Syl and squad leader. We went into
combat during December 1944 along the Rhine River
in France. Company "A" held a one mile front along
the Rhine Dike, 1 was the only member of my squad to
remain in combat until war's end and ooly two of us in
the section.

Our company's worst day in combat occurred on
April 6, 1945 when our 253rd Regiment attacked one of
Hitler's best Divisions - the famous 17th Panser 8.5,
Division - plus other German Units. They were dug in

and waiting for us on choice real estate - high ground
and open terrain. (A machine gunner's dream - [F - you
were the one in defense). Company " A" attacked right
down the middle of their defenses on the highest
ground. We were fortunate to have five M-4 tanks
attached to our company that day. QOur company "A"
objective was about three miles distance from Unter-
Greisheim, towards a small farming village with about
T0 papulation, called Kresshach, Germany. We started
gt dawn and took Kressbach just before dark - the
hattle lasted all day - and then - on imto the nighe! We
lost most of our Company and officers and three of the
tanks. 1 lost my enfire machine gun squad plus one
replacement on that day. We six men received wounds
nine different times that day. 1 was wounded two limes
{unreported) and ended up being the entire machine
pun squad. We lost Kressbach during the night and had
to take it again the next day. Frank Sinerius (deceased)
was wonnded for the 3rd time before he was taken to
the hospital. Einer Fide, Jim Cole and John Smith (all
deceased) were wounded and hospitalized. The
replacement, Don Boehm, only lasted a short time
before he was wounded and hospitalized.

Several different officers commanded our company
that day, the first one, [st L. Louis Magin only lasted a
few minutes until he was shot in the head and killed by a
sniper. Another was Li Jumes Robinson, who was our
attached Artillery Observer, was hit in the neck and
died later that day. He received the Congressional
Medal of Honor for his leadership and actions that day.
He was only one of two men in the 63rd to receive the
C.M_H. Captain Charles Young (later General) was
Robinson's Battery Commander, Late in the afternoon
of April 6, Captain Young followed the path of Co. "A"
attack loaking for one of his missing men, General
Young's conclusion of the battle field - was that this
action may have heen one of the most brutal, bloodiest,
continuous, prolonged battles encountered by a single
rifle company during the war in German.

Lt. Anthony F. Daskevich (later General), who
commanded the five tanks attached to Co. "A", came
to a similar conclusion as Gen. Young in making the
following written statement about this action: "In
conclusion, I must say that the battle for Kresshach was
the toughest and longest [ have ever encountered. [ was
a veteran of Sicily, Italy, France and Germany. I have
been in many hattles, but none compared with what we
went through in trying to take Kresshach. Every man
that lived through the ordeal should have been
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decorated for bravery and courage beyond the eall of
duty. A very few people, like Lt. Robinson, held
together a sitmation that could have resulied in
complete chaos and defeat - instead of chaos and defeat
- I understand that Company "A", with its tanks and
arfillery was the only force to penetrate the German
Defenses on the 6th and Tth day of April 1945,

For the men of Company "A", living and dead, the
battle for Kresshachis a prolonged nightmare which is
not casily forgotten. Therefore - to the men of Rifle
Company " A" -"A Salote"

ASALUTE
By Paul Vermillion

This story can never fully explain or convey the
harrible feelings and experiences a front line Infantry
Soldier goes through in combat, day after day.

Hundreds of split second decisions can end your life
or those around you, Seeing men of your company
wounded, killed or go crazy (called Battle Ratile),
grates on a person and leaves an indelible place in vour
MEmory.

The first time you look at another Human Being
through the sights of 2 weapon, squeeze the trigger and
realize vou are sending another Soul into Eternity,
stays with vou for the rest of vour life.

[¥itches, slit trenches, Foxholes, K-rations and D-
Bars are not a very good way to exist. As you live, eat,
and sleep out in the elements, whether it is freezing,
snowing or raining - the war must go on!

The continual guard duty goes on day and night,
whether you sleep or not. until in the darkness you
imagine things that may, or may not be out there, and
hope they are not - but sometimes - vou are wrong.

In the attack, you may throw away a blanket and 1
raincoat, you wish you had that night, when your teeth
start chattering uncontrolled, with the cold, snow or
rain - or all three!

Your clothes get so slick from the dirt, they can't hold
anymore!

Can you imagine taking only three baths in a five
month period? One bath, we stripped down noked and
waited our turn in about six inches of snow - just to take
i three minute shower. One of those poes a long ways!

In short - a person can never really convey what the
front line Infantryman goes through in combat, unless
you experience it all- and then - if - vou Live through it
all- you will never be the same person again.

5o here is a Salule o the men of Rifle Company "A",
who gave their lives and their blood!
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Today - some of us still endure the pain and carry the
physical scars of battle, all of us still carry the mental
scars and mental agony. A Sulute to the brave, not so
brave and even the cowards, because every man has his
own breaking paint. Bevond which, the human mind
refuses to go,

MeArthur gquoted an old military ballad that says:
O soldiers never die, they just fade awav.” So, before
we fade away, we believe Rifle Company "A", 253rd
Infantry Regiment, 63rd "Blood and Fire” Division
deserves something in writing.

SEARCHING FOR 63RD LOST SHEEP

Co. A, 153 used most of the following methods to locate
447 men out of 51% men - or B6-percent - of those who
were overseas with us in combat, More than half are
deceased. With more effort, we could have located some
of the 72 other men, but most of them joined ns late in
the war.

Address with WW2 letters: Usinga4"x 9 1/2" envelape,
make a long slash mark on each side of the WWw?2
address and above the first slash (/) write "WW2 Army
Buddy" and below the other slash () write "or
relative.” In small towns, many times this gets results.
You can even get zip codes at the post office.

Phone Information Operator: Dial WW?2 address area
1 - (area code)-555-1212 and ask operator to search
town and surrounding ares. Ask for address.

Obtain Name and Army Serial Number: Middle initial
is very helpful. Bill Scott has computer print outs vou
can order for yvour Unit i Company, ete). There is a fee
Tor this service,

Your local State Veterans Administration Regional
Office: May be called at 1-800-827-1000 to get
information. American_Legion Members: Can have
five (5} letters per vear forwarded to buddies if they are
also members. You need to send for a blank form at:
Library, The American Legion, National Hdq., PO Box
1035, Indianapolis, IN 46206-1055. No charge.
Cd-Rom "Phonefiche: Large libraries have computer
dise you can use in the library which has many names,
addresses and phone numbers. The dise is divided
hetween Eastern and YWestern U5,

State Drivers License Search: If vou know which state
the persen lived in before or after the war, chances are
they still live in that same state.
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State Where Buddy Entered Service: I you have a
person’s Army Serial Number, we can tell yeu from
which state they entered the service. They may still live
inthat state.

Best Book On The Subject; "How To Locate Anyone
Wha Is Or Has Been In the Military.” Total cost (when 1
was doing my research) was $23.00. 1 ordered it from
MIE Publishing, PO Box 5143, Burlington, NOC 27216,

This letter was dated November 23, 1995 and was Irom
Jim Ernster, who was alsoin H 253,
Dear Fred.

Thanks for the letter, pictures, and an updating. After
50 years it seems like vesterday. You were and still are
the same age as [ am. A few weeks ago I received a lefter
from Richard Franson, I remember him. too, He was a
great Spt. Anvone who had kind words for us was great.

After | got out of service in 1946, T went to Marquette
University in Milwaokee. 1 praduated in 194% from
Business Administration. Most of the students were
G.1s 1 worked nights at a department store thru
Marguette, After that I went to the Seminary at St
Francis. T was ordained a Roman Catholic priest in
1955, As a diocesan priest, | served at five parishes. Tn
June 1995, 1 retired. | now live in 2 small house with my
dog, Alfic. Tam getting adjusted to retirement. At first
it was hard to realize Ididn't have to be anywhere. Now
| am getting used to it.

Too had I didn't know vour whereabouts a few vears
ago. | had a sabbatical at Notre Dame for four months.

You did well in your promotions, A Lt. C is guite a
jump from where we were. 1 got so far as Sgt. 1 de
remember Joe FEcksteine. He was ahout my size. He
talked about becoming a minister after the war. Sure 1
remember Chock Waolter, 1 sort of forgot our code
names wofil vowm refreshed my memory.
KurtlHans/Karl/Fritz.

I really appreciated vour letter after all these vears. It
all started when 1 got on the mailing list after 1
responded to the initial letter from Texas when 1 sent
my 55,

NOTICE

Tt is no langer necessary for Life Members to

pay a uurchar:'ge of five dollars annually. That
policy was in effect for one year, and that year |
ended in 2004, ;
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I am enclosing the pictures you sent as you reguested
them hack. There is also a pictore taken recently, Fred,
thanks for writing.

With warm regards,

Jim Ernsier

I 5. I remember Joe Ecksteine writing lots of letters,
Mo wonder vou had a long letter,

O April 5, 1996, Daron Vanghn wrote the following
letter to Fred:
Dear Fred,

Your Bugler lerter of April 199 was very intercsting
reading about a different people while serving with the
BElood and Fire,

In reference to the Saar River erossing, yvou
mentioned in yvour letfer, 1 was BAR team leader
(nickname Frenchie) in 3rd squad of 2nd PIt. Was very
mnch imvolved in that river erossing. Two GIs from the
15t or 3vd P, came to puide the 2od PIE in crossing the
river and to a small town approx. 1/2 mile or so across
the river. They had heen there the previous night on
patrol.

We got to the river after sundown, The Engineers
had set up a guide line from onc side of the river to the
other side of the river. There was a very swift current.
We crossed in two boats by holding and pulling on the
line. It was a very dark night. The two guides showed us
the town. Li. Rich, our PIE leader, divided the men on
each side of the street o form a cross fire. We were
informed there was a movement of German seldiers at
night.

Lt. Rich gave an order for me and another G1{l don't
remember whom) to take the two guides back to the
river and eross them over, and come back to the town.
We got back to the river and in a few minutes. We
couldn't find the guldeline, somebody had cut it or
unticd it. The two gnides wanted us to cross them over
without the guidelines. I flatly refused, informed them
we would never make the other side with the swift
current by paddling the hoat.

Confinned Lm e kR

— Notice —

Please support the reunion committee by sending
an ad for the Souvenir Book. There is an Ad Book
Reservation Form in this issue of the Blood and
Fire for you to use and the address of Donna
LaCosse,
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We procecded to go back and meet 1L Rich and men.
We had pre-arranged a password between L. Rich and
mysell. As said before, it was a very dark nite and was
waorried for me to come back with three men instead of
one, 1 was scared we might get shot hy nur own mon,
Anyway, the password worked and reported to Lt. Rich
what had happened at the river.

We stayed in the town almost all nite and didn't
encounter any Germans, We left early enough to cross
the river before daylight.

There were approx. 11 men in the first boat that tried
to eross the river by paddling. It overturned and heard
some of the GIs cry for help, There was nothing that we
could do due to the swift current and derkness, Two or
ihree of the men caught on to some free limbs and was
saved. We never heard about the rest of the men that
overiurned.

By that time it was daylight. Lt. Rush contacted
Engineers and they came and crossed us with a rope
with two slings. We crossed two at a time in the freezing
water. Evidently the Germans didn't see us as we didn't
draw any fire,

When you mentioned the Saar River crossing in your
letter it brought back memories I'll never forget.

Hope you can vse some of this info in your next
Bugler, maybe somebody can fill in some more of the
pieces.

Sincercly Yours,
Daron Vaughn

The following letter was also from Daron Vaughn, H
253 and dated May 15,1996,
Dear Fred,

Was glad to hear from you. | did get both issues ol the
Bugler this year.

In vour letter of April 10, 1996, you asked if I
remember when and what place Li. Rich was KIA. [
don't remember place or date. 1 don't think Andy
Fortura was in the 2nd Plt. Have a picture of the 2Znd Plt
we took in Mississippl. It's kind of discolored; studied
the faces and remember some of the men.

Don't know if my wife and | will attend the rennion in
N.Y. I don't care to fly with all the accidents that's
accruing with airlines. You mentioned in your letter
that McKeon was a Machine Gunner in heavy weapon
Plt. As I mentioned before, 1 was a BAR Team Leader
in 3rd sq. of 2nd Plt. I was also a Machine Guaner for a
Tew days.

Do you remember a quarry we defended just before
the big Tth army push in March or April 19457 Late one
afternoon we replaced a unit who had suffered heavy

casualties. We were offered (wo choices, string up
harb wire at the hottom of the quarry or carry dead
German bodies te a mass grave, It toak us mast of the
night 1o dig in, due to the hard ground. Two men from
Heavy Weapon Plt. Came by my foxhole and handed
me a 30-cal. machine gun and ammunition; informed
me that the Lt. wanted me to sel up the machine gun as
there was nobody available to operate it They knew |
had taken training in all infantry weapons. Morning
came, it was a bright day, our foxhole was at the edge of
the quarry where vou could see several hundred yards.
The Germans started to shell us with S0-mm moroars,
Before we realized it, we were drawing most of the
shelling due to the machine gun.

Chow truck would set up behind the quarry. One of
us would go eat, one at a time. While alone in foxhole, 1
had a 50-mm mortar shell hit approx. three-feet from
the end of the foxhole. Thanks to the hard ground. 1 was
lving down in foxhale with my hands over my ears as |
had heard when they release three-rounds in their
mator tube. For some reason, both of us had gone to eat
at the same time. We came back to the foxhole and
found that we had a direct hit - most probably with a 58
or larger. | gness we are lucKy to be alive.

Fred, I kind of got carrvied awav with my story!
Sincerely yours,
aron Yaueho
PS. Looked at personnel list of Co. L that Lyvdia Liszka
sent me. [t shows L1, Rich was KIA April 8, 15945,

Notice

DEADLINE FOR
THE MAY

ISSUE OF THE
BLOOD AND FIRE
IS ON OR BEFORE

APRIL 1, 2007
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John J. Burney Highway U.S. 17

Bypass opened June 30, 2006

John Jay Burney Jr. with his wife Betty and other family members, take part in the ribbon cutting
ceremony at the highway dedication.

By Donna LaCosse, using information from twe local
North Caroling newspapers

The John Jay Burney Jr. Highway was opened on
June 3, 2006 with the Burncy family in attendance
when John cat the ribbon announcing the opening of
the 7.5 mile section of the new U.S. 17 Bypass. The
Wilminglon Bypass connecis Highway 17 near Osden
with Highway 421, thus cnabling motorisis to hypass
all of Wilmington.

Along with his military service in Germany and his

New members

Cpt. Jonpairick Anderson, Ph.I), lives in Dvallas,
Texas, with his wife, Deatra, He is a life member of the
fdrd Infanmiry Division Association, USAHR, and is now
a member of the original WWTI Association, Welcome!

Joseph "Don™ Gunning and his wile live in Lebanon
Junction, KY. He was with the 254 Battalion, 63rd
Division. He enlisted in 1944 and was discharged in
1946. He is interested in getting in touch with any
surviving men in his Division. Sgt. Robanik was the
squad leader. His good friend, Redwine from
Maoorhead, KY was Killed in action. We welcome him to
the Association!

Col. Minor K. White, Company C, 15th Infantry,

political work in Raleigh, Burney served as New
Hanover's district attorney and on the board of
trustees for the University of North Carolina,
Wilmington, He is a member of the 63rd Infaniry
Division Association and has also served the state of
North Caroling as an attorney and as a senator. He is
known as a “pillar of the community.”

At the ribhon cutting, Burney said, “the best thing
this road can do is relieve traffic congestion, and il it
does that, my name will go dewn in history.”

[USAR is a new member and we welcome him to the
Association. He lives in Columbus. GA.

Dean Langrall is joining the Association as an
Associate member. His father is H. Orland Langrall, Co
H 255, Dean lives in Ocean City, MD. Welcome to Dean!

Andrew Thompson, USAR, lives in Mesa, Arizona.
He has secn active duty in Bosnia, Kosovo and Irag and
has recently left the service. Welcome!

Walter L. Howell, A 255 is a new member. His son,
James Howell, whao lives in Branson, Florida, paid his
membership dues as a Christmas present, Walter lives

woore COTETRE O page F5
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Lost Sheep Need To Be Found

We need new addresses for the following people. Listed below
are the last known addresses, Ifyou can kelp, please call, write
er email ihe secretary ireasirer,

Lewis W. Anderson, F 254, 328 Ficldstone Ct.,
Wellington, (VH. 44090,
Mrs. Bernard Bast, Associate, 1105 Park Row Blvd.,
Manitowoc, W 54220,
Keith 5. Brimhall, ENG 263, 611 Adams Place, ML
Pleasant, LA.
John E. Convey, H 255, 1 Dustin Street, Spencer, MA
1562,
F.J. Cross, Associate member, 1 Spruce Lane #4,
Georgetown, MA D1833,
Daorathy von Dietsch, Associate, PO Box 35082, Palm
Coast, FL32135.
Mrs, Clifford R. Ditzel, Associate, 12 Strokes St.,
Frechold, NJO7TI8.
Julius T. Edmonds, A 255, 5918 Sellers Hd., Lot 48,
Hanahan, SC 294006,
Robert T. Follick, © 255, 7055 Clover Mook Ave,,
Cincinnati, OH 45239,
Yernon C. Fredson, M 255, 3006 Easi Shore Place,
Heno, MY 89504,
Charles W. Hemann, H 255, Phoenix. AZ 85013,
Walter R. Howell, F 253, PO Box 56, Osprey, FL
33559,
Joseph A. Kosin, MP 63, 7318 Bayberry Lane, Darien,
TL 60561,
Edward J. Mang, 1 255, 11 Cobb Street, Tonawanda,
NY 14150,
Jackie Martin, Associate, 949 College Ave, Modesta,
CA95350.
Ada Matthews, Associate, 2458 Church Street, Baker
City, OR 97814,
Clarence . Noble, ORD 763, 712 Sunset Rt. 5,
Wheelers burg, (dH 45654,
Olga Oznowich, Associate, 1013 Barkston Drive,
Highland Heights, OH 44143,
Frank J. Padula, A 253, 13 Old Village Road, Star
bridge. MA 01566,
Morris D, Parker, ENG 263, 3104 Chestnur Street,
Lufkin, TX 75901.
Yvone Pepe, Associate, 218 South St. #14, Waltham,
MLA 02453,
Blair R. Richards, K 254, 5400 Burling Road,
Bethesda, MDD 20814.
La ¥Yerne Rintoul,
Libertyville, IL 60048,
Robert W, Selton, HO 63,300 Woodhaven Dir. Apt

Associate, PO} Box 0606,

3496, Hilton Head, SC 29926-7516. Jumes L. Thome, C
253, 15 Augustine Lane, Fairficld Glade TN.

Ernest J. Van Mark, G 255, 10853 Prairie Drive, Dude
City, FL 33515,

James T. Watson, I 254, 25 N, Roberts Ave., Dotham,
Al3a303,

June Yost, Associate, 6919 10th 5t., Cuyahoga Falls,
OH 44221-2447.

Raymond R. Zavacki, K 2556255 M. Uak Ave.,
Chicago, IL 60631,

Maurice Zinker, AT 255, 16-44 200th Strect, Bayside,
NY 11360,

yout
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in Willard, Ovhio. Welcome,

Henry H. Combs of West Alexandria, Ohio is a new
Associate member of the Association. He is the cousin
to Arthur Russell, IT 254. Henry, his wife Marilyn and
Arthur attended the Kentucky reunion Iast August,
Wieleome to the Association !

Barbara Crameris an Associate member, Her father,
Richard F. Herdman, who looked forward ta receiving
the Blood and Fire each time, passed away October 26,
20006, Welcome to Barhara.
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You mentioned lost sheep in the November issue of
the Blood and Fire and 1 took note of the name William
W. Rodberg of Colorade Springs. Sinee my son lives in
Colorado Springs, | asked him to check if a person by
name lived there. He did a thorough job of cheeking but
caould find no one by that name in the city.

I am wondering if you ever hear anvthing from
members of M company, 1st and Ind platoon of the
253rd Infantry?

My wile and | are both retired and will be celebrating
our 58th wedding anniversary on December 18, 2006.
We have spent the last 15 years in Winter Park,
Colorado - a guaranteed white Christmas! Bot there
comes a time when one has to hang the ski's on the wall,
s0 this year we will probably have a brown Christmas
inLincoln!

Harold A, Steffens

TONY BENNETTSLEPTNEXT DOOR

I was on the front with (z Company, 254 every day
except for three davs of R&R somewhere between
Jebshiem and Siepfried Line. About a month before |
was iransferred to the 36th Division, 2 voung guv by the
namc of Anthony Benadito joined GG Company.

That was Lony Bennett and he slept in a bunk bed just
oulside my little room where T had the Company
switchboard. 5o, Tony, remember the old 26 vear old
man on the switchboard in Frasudenbalk, Germanyv? A
couple of names comes to mind that may confirm this -
John Williams from Home, NY and Steve Radar, a
replacement who helped us set up the switchboard, 1
kEnow Tony was there = 1 listened to him creon a lot, He
and Lwere good buddies before Tleft for the 36th.

I have been down fighting a bladder tumor and the
last report was good. Perhaps I can read a few more
copies of the Blood and Fire.

Vernon Worster

ITISAVERY SMALLWORLD

Recently I had a chanee to talk to Alan Romanoff,
wha lives near onr son. We helong to the Philadelphia
Chapter. My son is a dentist and one of his patients
asked him about his last name and asked him if T was
his dad. And, of course Alan found out where T was and
called mye. We didn't et a chance to meet at that fime,

but I will visit him when I get a chance. Alan said he
remembered me from our combat davs.

My wife and 1 are well and enjoying our little five
year old granddaughter, who lives in the Boothwyn
section of Pennsylvania. I haven't had much of a chance
in the last few wvears to meet the fellows of the
Philadelphia Chapter. My wile has a tough time going
on trips and [ hate to go without her. They plan some
very nice affairs, trips cte. and we have always had a
good time. Tt's always good to meet some of our friends
and share our experiences.” I served in Company L,
255.

Benedict Parenti

HIGHLIGHTOFTHE REUNION

While we were at the Kentucky reunion, 1 visited
with Ed Green. He and | were in the same squad and
trained together at Camp Van Dorn. We served in E
Company, 155, went overseas together and staved
together until after the war was over. He made Sergeant
while we were on the front and I never made it above
PFC. 1 was the Bar Man in onr squad. We were both
very lucky to make it through the war

Ed was in the VA Hospital at Ft. Thomas, Kentucky
and we hadn't seen cach other since the summer of 1945
- 61 vears. He Knew who [ was when [ walked into his
room. We had a good visit and that was the highlight of
the reunion for me, He has been in the VA Hospital five
VEArs.

My wifie, Betty and 1 live in Derby, Kansas. We are
doing good for our ages, Getting a litte slower as fime
gees by and it goes by so fast! We have cnjoyved the
reunions that we have attended. | didn't know for a long
time that there was an Association. Son Jim found it on
the internet and we jolned right away. I feel very lucky
to still be going. We plan to go to Tacoma if we are able
and hope to see von all there.”

David Monigomery

WE KEEP IN TOUCH WITH EACH
OTHER

Hecenily I received a letter from, Walter Johnsomn.
who was Section Chief in our Howitzer Group and we
keep in touch with each other. He sent me also a couple
of dises 50 T conld look up various things | might be
interested in and my daughter made a copy of what 1
wanted. I am on the roster of A Battery and 861 from
Our group.

cvaalimusd an prge 37
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1 was in A Battery from September of 1944 all the
way till the end of the war and then was tra nsferred into
different outfit. 1 started with being shipped to the
695th Ficld Artillery, which was mechanized artillery,
en to the Quartermaster sorting mail, then transferred
to the MP's to guard prisoners of war and ended up the
Ordinance. 1 was shipped back to the states in April
1946 and discharged May 1946.

Marion and I were married June 25, 1944 and six
months later on December 25, 1 left to go overseas and
ended up in France.

One day Tillett and | were headed for chow when
some sniper in the church steeple shot at us. Thankfully
he missed! The Sgt. and a couple of other guys went to
the church and found a lot of shell casings from rifles
that had been used up there, That's when we found out
we were that close to the enemy!

This year Marion and T will be married 63 years. |
would enjoy hearing from some of the guys from A
Battery, 861 st. FA, 4th Section.

cinned froum puye A

Albert Saffanck

1CAN'TREMEMBER MUCHANYMORE

Thank vou so much for reminding me of the dues, I
simply can't remember a lot of things at this ild age of
nearly 871! I have always been so thankful for Roy and
what he did our the freedom of our country. He was
such a good man and was fall of humor, Fle was a rural
mail carrier for 28 years after his time in the army. 1
still miss him, of course.

Janet Casey

WANT CONTACT WITH BEST PALS

My brother, Walter Hughson, 253 B Company, was
best pals with Bert Hildehrand. He was also close to
Charlic Southhoof. 1 would be most pleased to
reestablish contact with these two gentlemen. My
address is 9399 Martingham Circle, PO Box 955, 5t
Michaels, M1 21663,

William J.C. Hughson

MISSED SEEING

FRIENDS OF THE 63RD

could make it to the reunion in Kentucky but it just did
not work out. I am unable to drive that far and the kids
had all given up so much of their time when I moved, 1
just could not ask them for another favor.

1 am very content here at Friendship Village, Itis a
great place to live if you can't have your own home, and
I didn't like living alone in our townhouse.

My health has stayed pretty good - just a couple "old
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ape" problems. | think of vou all so often and will never

forget all the good friends we have made in the 63rd.
Betty Bonifield

I FOUND ANEW MEMBER

1 met Sgt. Andrew Thompson in a Drug Store. He saw
my 63rd Division cap and we struck up a conversation.

There is a major unit of the 63rd here in Mesa at the
old Willlams AFB.

Sgt. Thompson was in that command and saw service
in Bosnia, Kosovo and Iraq. He only recently left the
service. Please add him te your mailing list.

HAPPY TOREPORTIAM
ALIVEANDWELL
Waymond H, Fischer, K255

It is with great pleasure that I tell you Tam very much
alive!

On page 15 of the November issue of the Bload and
Fire, | have been listed as deceased, and that is MNOT
true. L am still a Life Member of the Association.

Please correct your records, so we will all know that |
am alive and well!

| WASNOT LISTED AS

ATTENDING REUNION
Lewis B, Dishrow, E 253

My npame was missing from the roster of those
attending the reunion in Ft. Mitchell, Kentucky in
Angust 2006.

Attending with me were my wife, Bernice, my som,
Rob and his wife, Jessica.

STILLACTIVEAND STILLDRIVING
Henry Shartzer, AT 253

I was 93 vears young on December 31, 2006. 1 still
drive every day and am active with Bingo and visiting
the nursing homes weekly. I am also a deacon in my
church.

EMBLEMON COVER
Helen Parke, wife

My husband, Robert E. Parke, B 254, has Alzhelmers
but knows the Blood and Fire emblem on the
magazine, He keeps all the copies by his chair and looks
through them a lot.
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2: Ernestine & Allen Agnew - H 255 -1950)
3: Catherine & Alfred Circullo - C 253 <1950
5: Cleda & John Dumont - HQ 63 - 1948
5: Carol & Charles Renner - G 254 - 1950
6: Clare & Del Gerity - C 253 -1947
M ARCH 6: Dolores & Bill Davis - (5 254 -1947
2 6: Marjoric & Charles Ewart - AT 253 - 194§
2: Juanita & Richard Wanamaker - K 254 -1945 &: “ari, & Fdgar Torrence - G 254 - 1942
4: Rowene & Frederick Kroesen - E 254 -1944 6: Vera & James Jordan - HOQ 254 -1944
5: Jo and Martin Reer - L. 253 - 1948 7: Donna & Edward Fowle - FA 862 -1944
5: Nusan & Dave Ribe - Associate - 1977 T: Gladvs & Joe Perez - € 753 1952
7: Barbara & {.‘I'ﬂ.ig Ethier - Associate - 1981 - RH-EII'El & Donald Reenis - FA 863 =] 950
& Detty & Shorty Myers - HQ 253 - 1952 7: Ruth & William Murray - AT 718 - 1944
12: Donna & Harold LaCosse - F 254 -1948 7: Lacev & Melvin Stahl- E 255 - 195]
12: Beryl & Pasquale Scorzelli - A 255 - 1946 10: Elaine & An gelo Duvis - F 254 - 1949
14: Marjorie & Jacob Gesek - FA 861 - 1953 12: Dorothen & Willinm Beckett - HQ 254 -1942
14: Bertha & Walier Ilar[l.l-l}Il - (5 253 - 194? 15: NHIIE}' & Tom Cone - Associate - 1974
I8: Jacquelin & Charles King - 8V 254 - 1946 20: Carol & Tvan Charitan - ENG 263 - 1999
22: Juanita & Junior McDankel- G 255 -1947 22: Claire & William Hughson - Association -1947
30 Joyce & Paul Schwene - Associate - 1944 22: Betty & Marvin Karr - C 253 -]948
23 Joan & James Casey - L 255 - 1951
24: Gwynne & David Bonifield - Associate - 1978
APRIL 25: Marion & Albert Safranek - FA 861 - 1944
. 26: Doroth Robert Gross - H() 253 - 1949
2 J'U}'Cl: s Andrew Kidwell- CHEDY Tl -1t Th: F'Iurmé:ﬁ E-Etlliﬁﬂ ;:I;:!" = {"_:._.:‘1 154 - 1952
6: Lucille & Levy Collier - ) 255 - 1950 27: Joan & Lewis Germain - 1. 254 -1952
9: Helen & Donald Ivie - USAR - 1947 8: Kit & Carl Anderson - E 253 - 1947
13: Dhale & l]ﬂ.l'lﬂlﬂ Lindstrom - FA 718 -1957 28: Edith & Fdward Karcheski - B 254 - 1041
14: Gwynn & Tom Malan - A 255 - 1946 28: Mae & Domenick Pecchia - H 255 - 1947
19: Gloria & Mario Antoci - E 253 - 1947 30: Iva & Richard Schulz - FA 718 - 1956
24: Mary & Sam Fittanti - RECON 63 - 1954 30: Eileen & Robert Titterington - K 255 -1948

30: Eleanor & Stanley Kozlowski - 1 255 - 1949

MAY

D'Arline & Charles Driemeyer - 1 253 - 1954

Audrey & Ralph Alexander - G 253 -1953

Vertalee & William Pillsbury - HQ) 63 -1046

Marie & Joseph Pacells - K 253 - 1944

:Imdia & James V. Hathbuarn - T 255 - 1951
T:Antoinette & Robert Barnard - FA 861 - 1959

B: Marlene & Walter Pocher - B 255 - 1954

15: Jean & James Scttineri - H 254 - 1948

16: Charlotte & Herb Schneiderman -A 254- 1949

16: Olga & Michael Gribb - B 255 - 1953

24: Fannie & George Millis - HQ 63 <1952

24: Marie & Bencdict Parenti - L. 255 - 1952

235: Lourene & Elmer Bellow - HO) 255 - [946

26: Jez & Jack Linscott - A 253 - 1951

28: Mary & Charles Dolan - A 254 - 1949
28: Marlene & Ray Peterson - HQ 255 - 1947 F. Calvin Futch was in Co. D., 363rd Med Bn. during

World War 11,
The abuve picture is the mature version of Futch!
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Melvin Goebel, 1 254 displays the pla
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F owle family at 2006 reunion

Pictured above are Judy Fowle Schaefer, on the lefi, her mother Don i, center fromt, and dad, Edward,
Down in the corneris Stacy, a representative from Armed Forees Reunion Planners.

Enjoyed the November issue of the Blood and Fire,
One of the best! Also the Kentucky reunion was
awinner. | am looking forward to Tacoma buot that is a
long way off for an old man! I was also pleased 1o give
my pictures to the 63rd. T am sure they can use some. 1
have no one leftin my Gumily.

Now, about your mystery picture. My memory is
shot - gone, ete. but | am sure the fellow in white shirt is
me. However. 1 don't remember the young fellow with
me, or having my picture taken, T did have a goatee
from June to October 2006, and | am sare Bill (Davis)
didn't. Also, he is much better loaking!

I made quite a round robin trip this year. Bought a
new 2006 Jeep April 21. Had a stint put in the artery
next to my heart. Left for Omaha on July 10 in 110
degrees temperature and drove over to Kentucky for
the reunion, After that stop, 1 drove to Wisconsin
Rapids, across Wyoming to Sand Point, Idaho, then
home on September 19 and it was still 110 degrees, 1
drove 8,573 miles. Next year, Tacoma is muach closer.
around 1100 miles,

Wayne Crosser, FA 863

Mystery picture
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Reporting death of member

Art Kinger

1 am writing to report the passing of one of your
members, Darrell Dangherty. K 255, 2nd platoon. My
father was Art Singer, K 255, 2nd platoan.

Darrell lived in Adel, Towa and when [ was in the war
in Viet Nam, Darrell and my father found each other
through yvour newsletter. Darrell had been trying to
find my father for vears.

Darrell was shol under the eyve by a German in
December 1944, He gave my father credit for saving his
life, keeping him from going into shock and keeping
him warm on night he was wounded in action. My dad
did not know Darrell survived his wound until 1966,

My dad passed in April 1987 and after his passing, 1
lost track of Darrell Hill a few vears ago, T read his name
in the Blood and Fire, I contacted him and we wrote

back and forth for the last several years.,

My dad and Darrell were proud members of the 63rd,
so | feel as though I grew in the 63rd, especially K
Company 255.

My dad had a purple heart and a bronze star.

1 am a combat wounded disabled veteran who served
with the 2nd Bat. Tth Marines in Viet Nam in 1966 and
1967. L used to be a Spl. Like my dad.

Pretty much now my close relationship with the 63rd
is over, But Knowing vou guys from the truly "Greatest
Generation” made me a better man and a befter
Infaniry Marine.

Why is that whenever you attempt fo catch something
that's falling off the table, you always manage to knock
soneething else over?

B

Huw come you never hear father-in-law jokes?

Wayne Crosser — taken on the bank of the Ohio River in Kentucky, 2006.



My Denmark experience

Fincent W. Fealy

I want to tell you about an experience 1 had last
February while on a visit to Denmark to see my
granddaughter, Jennifer.

With the help of the Blood and Fire, my son-in-law,
Tom got in tonch with General Harris' grandson,
Major Fred Harris. Fred was a Flight Surgeon
stationed in Germany after spending some time in lrag.

There were seven in my family, the major and his
wile, who was with child. We had dinner in Rothenberg
atthe Major's suggestion,

The npext day we visited Heidleberg and
Tauberhischofsheim. After sixty-odd years, I had no
trouble finding the house 1 lived in for two months. 1
believe this was the Mayor's house - nothing but the

February 2007

best. Then we went to visit the church where T was an
altar boy for Father Fourmir during several Masscs.

We trivd to locate the swimming hole we had used in
1945 but was not successful. In fact we even got stuck in
the mud and all of us had to get out of the car and push,

It was a lot of fun showing my daughter, Flaine and
Tom and my four grandehildren where their Poppy was
mamy years ago. These grandchildren are all older than
Iwas at the time!! As a side-note, I met Sully™ Yonkers
also from Yonkers, New York. He was also in the 253rd.
He earned a battlefield commission and the Silver Star
befare being hit and sent to England.

Our wives died a day apart so we, and pur families
saw a lot of one another at the hospital and funeral
home.

The Maguire Sisters sang at the U.5.0. Show presented at the reunion in Kentucky.
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59th Reunion
Tacoma, WA
August 7 - 11, 2007

Need to replace your DD 214?

A website has been established to provide veterans
information on how to replace lost, destroyed, or never-
issued DD 2145,

The website is:

www, mem bers.aol.com/forvels/dd214. htm.

ity
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Alittle bit about who I am

Harold Davis- F4A863

I started in the Army in the 98th Division in Camp
Breckinbridge, Kentucky in November 1942, 1 Cadred
to the 63rd in 1943 at Camp Blanding, Florida. From
there I went to Camp YVan Dorn, Mississippi.

I also did some duty as school troops in Fort, Sill,
Oklahoma, T went overseas in December 1944 and
returned to the United States in March 1945,

I worked for the Davison Chemical Corporation,
which was phased into W.R. Grace Inc, Company in
1954, from February 1946 until refirement in 1980, 1
became a CPA in 1951, starting as office hoy and
retiring as Treasurer of the Division. 1t was a good 39
vears of emplovment.

Life has been real good - working and serving with the
best men cver.
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Purple Heart Hall of Honor

Submitted by " Pegey " von Penrz

The House of Representatives recently passed
legislation introduced by LS, Congresswoman Sue
Kelly that calls for federal support of New York State's
efforts to develop the National Purple Heart Hall of
Haonorin MNew Windsor, New York.

She recognizes that the Porple Heart is the oldest and
one of the most prestigious honors bestowed upon an
American zoldier.

The National Purple Heart Hall of Honor in New
Windsor will highlight the stories of Purple Heart
veterans - stories that need 1o be told, The stories that
will be echoed within the walls of the National Purple
Heart Hall of Honor should inspive the nation to

preservie the legacy of the military heroes, and to
better appreciate the freedom for which they fought.

The Hall will be located at the New Windsor
Cantonment site of the last encampment of the
Continental Army where General George Washington
presented the first Badge of Military Merit in 1782,
Since then, more than 800,000 members of the armed
forces bave been awarded the Purple Heart, It is an
honor reserved for those soldiers who are wounded or
killed in batile.”

Even though the Hall OF Honor will be built in Mew
York, it is important to remember that this is a national
institution that will recognize the sacrifices of soldiers
and veterans who have lived in all areas of the conntry.
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Mule Train Charley

By Pawl Vermillivn

At one of oar 63rd Infanitry Division Reunions,
during one of our Company A, 253 Regiment meetings,
a man from Florida, named Charlie, attended. Charlie
related a story aboul his service in Lialy before he came
to our Company as a replacement.

He had served in a Unit that wsed pack mules, or
donkevs, 1 don't remember which, These animals
carried supplies to the frontline troops fighting in the
mountains of Ttaly. He said these were very stubborn
animals to work with. Sometimes they would simpliy

balk and lay down. No amount of coaxing, prodding
ar beating seemed to change the animal's mind until it
decided to pel up and go again,

But, in the military, where there is a will, there is a
way. 50, here is what they would do to get them up and
{roing A,

They would gather a handful of dried leaves, grass,
or paper, raise their tail, place the material under their
tail and set it on fire. This sction immediately changed
the animal’s stubborn ways. T suppose , if the animal
ever balked again, all they would have to do, was raise
their tail and pretend to light a fire.

Wenamed this man: “Mule Train Charlie.”
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L ife , s fri e n d S sihmitted by Bill Scott

“T mow know why men who have been to war vearn o reunite, Mot to tell stories or look at old pictures. Mot to
laugh or weep. Comrades gather becanse they long to be with the men who once acted at their best: men whao
suffered and sacrificed, who were stripped of their humanity. T did not pick these men. They were delivered by
fate and the military, But | know them in a way [ know no other men. [ have never given anyone such trust. They
were willing (o guard something more precious that my life. They would have carried my reputation, the memory
of me. [t was part of the bargain we all made, the reason we were so willing to die for one another. As long ax T have
memory, | will think of them all, every day. T am sure that when T leave this world, my last thought will be of my
family and my comrades ...... Such good men.” - Author Unknowsn
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: _ STAMPS FOR VETERANS
M ? ; Tear off all stamps - ves, the cancelled ones from envelopes,
; : ete. and save them in a bag,

ek When vou have a pouch of postaze, mail it o “Stamps for
: lease let us know six . woeks Veterans” ;m?dm; P il pe
* belore you move what your sl S0, ARIZONAVA HEALTH
Hildiesk s s e SN S CARESYSTEM VETERANS

ith bath vour wibdress. e :
EZ::HW el gﬁﬂ;ﬂhm il NATIONAL STAMP & COINCLUBSC #135

ot be delivered by the Post Office and 3601 8. fith Ave., Tuscon, AZ 83723

we must pay T0¢ for each returned

e 59th Reunion
Please remember mnmﬁj—' I'-'ihf‘ E:t:w Allgllsi 7 thl'll
i witen you send out your :

"L“.Fmﬂaff of Address” Cards. Auguﬁt l ] ; 2007 , ¥ 4
Importani - ; . i g
Eﬁug& of Address, etc. ' Tacoma, Wﬂﬁhlngmll
Pﬁfﬂéi‘dﬂﬂ&[ﬂ&rﬂjmﬁ Sty
r’mi'd'rm a:,':,p.l‘muz. ﬂeﬂhﬁﬂﬁrﬁ, r__*———'—- ___________ =
ﬂmushﬁ"m& Ei Bﬂrﬂﬁ | TELEPHONE I
Mims ol | NUMBERS |
Did You | i DEPT, OF VETERANS AFFALRS =
Romein bw_El‘ To Pﬂy I VA BENEFITS - 1-B00-827-1000 1
F. g D 9 {5 ] VA LIFE INSURAMNCE |

our Dues: | 1-800-829-8477 2 |
i et e i o An—

63rd DIVISION AESDCIATIDH DUES FCIRM

PLEASE PRINT OR USE MAILING LABEL
TO: DONMNA LaCOSSE, P. O. BOX 86, MOROCCO, IN 47963

Mamea S CE3rdUnit__ Rank
Strest__ PO, Box_ Sarial Mo, _
: City Slale Zip ___ Date
Wile's Mame Phone | Zeh - E-Mall —

{ Annual Dues $15.00 0 $30.00 2yrs. () DUE ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 1 EACH YEAR

t Tall ws about yourself
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Plan Now To Attend The 59th Reunion

Be Held In Tacoma, Washington Aug. 7 - 11, 2007

63rd Division Association

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Donna LaCozsse, Secretary Treasurer
Post Office Box 86

Muoroceo, Indiana 47963

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
T gnsme prompt defvery of the 83rd Blood and Fire and
al mail, pheasa advisa Hatonal Secretary of sny changa,
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