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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT ... 
by Mar.~h Allen 

We II\ rh(': Patific Nc,rtlH,'<'St sc-nd gr~tings to you 
felfo•w "HOTSHOTS." We :llso wnnt ro greet the 
63rd RRSC1 (ARCOM). tht· curn-nt 63rd m ilitary 
grou1> we \,'el~omtd to j oin us attbe Lastreun io11. 

\Ve w:tnt to welcome ~•ou fo (1ur great green 
counrry here in Washington. \\'c have many things 
pfanned for you to do and set while you are htre for 
the 2007 R<•u.uion: the 59th ann ual reunion for our 
organiz:ttton. 

On \Vtdncsday we wnt ho,,t our Nrtrology 
Servict nt the Post C hapel on Ft. Le.,.,i.~. We will 
then ha,1c lunch on the posi. After lunch n·c will 
lmvl.' a lour of Ft Ll.'wi~. Sl.'1.' and talk tu th<· troops. 
, ·isif thelrequipmcnt-Strykers, tanks. you 1rnmeit. 
After our vi~it thl.' rt we will hu~ to McCord Al<'R 
where Wt' will get to vi~it th e various tlirplancs and 
t-quip wl·nt Lbat support our trooµs. Should bt ::i 
;;rea t d:iy. 

Th u rsday ,,,m pn'nidr tl tour of our famous Mt. 
Rainer. :rn inactive volcano in our backyard . 
lleauti.ful scenery. T he park has been closed 
because or floods this pasl (all but (he rungcrs 
Inform me that all wlll hr In shape fo r ou r Yisit 
then:. 

l'r id::t)' wiU be a trip to Sc::tttle to board a b(>a( to 
go to Blake. Islan d for :1. Lou1· of tbt TlLL!CUM 
VILLAGE, a Nati"e American site., where we will 
cnj(1y their delicious salmon hakt. We retu rn ,1in 
bot1t :i nd bus to ou rbtauLiful hotel in Tacoma in Lile 
t:wlli~ht hours. 

Saturday will 1)0 the men's rnl;eting :ts well as th~ 
lo.dies' condnental hreakfast and social ,-..·Ith their 
fun proJ?raw. T hat c-xcning"'ill l.le onr banq oerag(I 
d anc·e. 

Cc)me p rep:tred lc,.sl:t~• u nd enj oy all Utt rt.is to sec 
and do here. We ha,·e an exc.t>.llent zoo and park for 
young and nld alike. \ Ve h nvc numt•r ru1s nrn~cu ms 
;ml.I art ~:d k rics to s•.-r. 1'bl~ Glass Mu.srum is b ut a 
shoft w:llkfrom tbe hotel 'fbe Washlngtonllistory 
:'tfos:euro and lb.a Tat.:olT.I~ Art ~1 useum arc nc;d 
door to th at. The Fl. LC\,~is Military Museum is 
lotate-d adjacent to the post j11s1 off 1 .. s. A w:tter 
,\ "''e park is j ust .t sho11 d.rive fro w. Tacoma . .tJr iog 
the. k ids und grandkid.-.. There is m uch to enj oy fo r 
nll ages. 

The plan!i fo r the rcunicm arc inc.hided in this 
i.s, uc, of the Blom/ mu/ Ffre. We ;ire working 011 
g(•ltin~ the fart~ reduced, so watch fol' fw•tbtr 
information concerning th.is in thcMny issue of this 
mag:11:int•. 
And. abon• all,SUPPORTOUR TROOPS!! 
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A Memo from the Secretary 
D1m11a la('<,sw 

Toda)' is Valcntlnc's Dtly. Happy Day to nit. As I 
write this, we arc s now hound!~ Ycstel"day we had a 
bli7,7,4'll'd that lasted llil clay - in fac l it started in thc­
oight on Monday - all the county roads were closed, no 
out could "t-( htrt from tiler<: orthcrt: from here!! ,\'hat 
fu.o!! ·we bad a nice ¥iarm homt, plenty of food and 
t::.ch othf:r. 'What mort could emu ask? l'he telephone 
worked, the tc.le,'ision gave us reports about th~ 
weath(•r clscwhtrt and wt- didn' t ban: one fight!! 
Today, the '-Un is ~hining but the drifts will ktc-p 
e,•etyoue inside atain today and perhaps e,·eo 
tomorrow. 

I can abo report that all is well in the nffice of the 
secretary/ treasurer. Last fall I sent out almost 300 dues 
due lette r,; nnd my mail box: has been o,0 erflowiug 1\itb 
"cbecks" from tbt a.11JluaJ m<,mb(•r?t, T b('re an tl fow 
who haw not rt'li(>Onded but hai·e probably .m.ispl:1ced 
their l'tminder lette r and will :remember after reading 
thi, mt£.•rngl'! Scn•rnl of the l .ife members have sent 
donations, and thin)ls are IO<tkin c, ~ood l! 

JU!;tthiok sining, and it won't~ be long(.l)llllng! 

From the editor . .. 

Wow! The mail has cerr:1inly brought me lors of 
material for the .Blood ,md Fire!! I am so happy to 
recei\'e items from you~ then 1 can j ust stuff the p,,ges 
full of fun 11nd inttn:sting things for you to re:Jd :JUd 
eojoy. 

\Ve did have a problem " '(th the November bsul~ l)f 
the Hl(,qd and Fire and rhat is why SOUlf: of you did uot 
rl'cl'ive a c.opy in tht' mail. If you miued getting a copy, 
p le.ase let me know a.ud 1 c.::i.11 seod you ooe if 1 h:h·e 
euoui:h Jen. Fi.nt com<·, lirs-cservl'tl! t bavc a fe.w copies 
and will be happy to share, 

The problem'! The labeler used the wrong ma111ng 
list. Since the mailing list changes vtitb each mailing, I 
found mysell ill .- royal ml•ss! l ha\'c j ust spent the 
biggest share of each day for o,•er a ·week, goiog o,rer the 
oui.illJl~ list to it111kt sure e.,·t r)'OnC who i~ eotitll'l.1 will 
bc.stnt a copy of the ll/t1Qd and Fire this month. I am oot 
sayi.og you will aU recei\'e :1 copy, I am soyin g you will 
be sent one. r cnn'r vouch fort he mail service! 

Now,you know why the lUMda11dFireis lategoing to 
pre-ss this month. Bc·W.-rlatc than nt>t at aU! 

1 want to thank those of vou '•'he> se1l1 ca.rds. emails 
and made tcl<:phonc culls ,;ith concern roi: me when I 
was i.U aH du.rlngtbe.roootb of Dec.ember. Those 

3 
message~ were aU appreciated and l rnn nm,· rep()rt 
that I am all better. 

Keep seudin= mt mcssagts for the mag;1zioe • some 
of you are very I:•~· and can' t be bothered wriling y<1u r 
story, b ut you tl1 ha,·c one to tel1 and I am " ,."illini;t to 
n.!Bd it and prinf it for e..-eryonc tl.sc to enjoy. I.et me 
bearfrom youH 

Visit Website to 
find detailed history of 
63rd Infantry Division 

Vi\it the 63"' l nfaotry Division Web Site page at 
hlt:/lwww.63rdin.fdh'.com to fl.nd n detailed history or 
the 63"' Infantry Ohision. Included is a listing of unit 
nwards, dc~cription$ of battles. a llstiu~ of batlh.•. and 
non-battle d e:,ths, descriptions a.od ,·icws of nil 63"' 
Tnfantry Di,1 ision memnririls. 

Tllere a.rt nlso over 1,000 pictu.rts of the men in 
trnin.ini;:, in co011>at, o.nd on occupation duty. 

You wiU find a list of aH memorabilia ii ems for sale. 
lnform:ufon ~lwut rt1unil.>n8, and inquirie,s from 
members and rtlath'<'-S searching for information 
ahout members or buddie1, plus :l.tl alphabetical Ii.sting 
by unJt of all 63" Infantry Division Association 
members, a listing of relale-d web j ifcs and other 
information of interest to n ter,1.n.s. 

WcbmnSLl'r F red C linton, I> Z54. is· seeking pho(os 
;and memorabilia images to be included on t he website. 

Send photo:\ hy cmail to io_yclint(mcomcast.11et or by 
t"tj:tular mail to Fred C linton. 102 S. Jenkius Streel~ 
Alex;rndr fo. VA 22304. Fred's pbooe n u.mber is- 703~ 
751-7548. 

All items w ill he returned when processiilf( bas bttn 
completed. 

RECEIVED TWO COPIES? 

If you receh•erl two copies of this issue of rbe IJ/ood 
tmd Fire, plta~e notify the editor as soon :ts possible. 
You do1.1't need rwo copiej and we don't need th~ lidded 
e.xptnsc. 

Thankyou so much. 
Donna Lacosse 

Why does ,5Q1t1eQ11e believe you n4ie11 you StiJ' there ttre 
Ji.mr bi//,'QIJ stars, h11I check when J'QU S4Y the paint is 
"''et? 
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The Danube Bridgehead 
Company "A," 254"' l nfonlry Reglw.cnr effected the 

r.rossini;:, of the Dauube Ri\'er~ one mile south of 
Rcidhehn. Gc-rmaoy onApr'il 25, 1,945. Thl' bridgehead 
was violently .scb-kd in a g:dlant t hrust made by 
forward clcment5 ofthc company. 

'fhe 1" Baltal.ion, 254" Infantry Rcgimenf. 
s1>carheaded by C()mpany " A/' departed from 
Gerstetten, Gcrma11y at 061)0 hours on 25 April 1945. 
lt's mi~sion - to cm~ the Danube1 seize and hold the 
bl"idgehcad, which action would smash r.lear a path 
o,•er which reserve element, or the Re(timc.ot could 
lah:rpass.in a d rh'e to the Danube Plain. -

After 1:ravelinf.? forty-six wiles by foot, tankl and 
tn1cks, the anault baualion early chc same 11fternoon 
reached au open pfalu, 1,000 yards Jong, that Jay 
bt l"t..'1:lo them and the r iver.' 

Reconnaissance elements probing forward were 
£lopped by Oak and accurate sniper fire. Oire(tly, 
Company "'A •. was ordettd to di~mount and engage the 
euemy. 

Llke 11 welJ-trnincd football Le-am, th.ls company 
immediattly deployed into its banlt formation and, 
with a platoon M atfac.hc-d arm0:r, grimly proceeded 
atrosr. the huge pla in, towards the bridge sile und the 
e.ntmy. Despite the intt nse German machine,..g·un and 
s•nipe.r fire streaking o"·er lhc field, Company " A" men 
advanced tbr-ough it conildently, sweeping to the very 
baulis of Lhe river. There stood tht g:ttewaiy - the 2S0-
yard w ncrtte hridge thal let into th(' town ofLeiphclm, 
the ullim:1re objective that d:ay f(,r Company "A'' an(I 
for tbe nst of lhe 1• Banali<\n lh:ttfollOll'td in its wake. 
lt was momenrnrily cx-pected th11t the bridge would be. 
blown by the enemy, for accordi.Jlg ro p r ior 
rcconnaiss:,nce. the s trategic span was minCd . 
~ot wishiu~ to gamble on ha,,ing his armor knocktd 

out by (besecharges, th~compaoy commauderordered 
the t.tnks to remain on lht n(1rtb side of 1he rjver and 
lay down a b;1se of fire while the anau.lt platoon~, ,1i7.~, 
the 1"' and r\ were crossing the concrete !ltructure to 
sl'izt the hridgehead. ~J'he J II Platoon was ordered to 
cross firs t. It w::is lt) be follo~·cd hy Company 
Headq uarters and tl1t 2"" Platoon, with the3"' Platrn,n 
in support~ to supplcmc,nt the tanks' bastl)ffire. 

Without a hackwar-d look, tbe h~·tnty-odd wen of the 
I" Platoon, already weary from lction of the pa!lt rew 
dnys, r wjbed into thc-ir b r idge assault. The almoxt 
sleepless btullc-week that Jay behind them was 
forgo1ttn :ts they surged with the force of a tidal wave 
across tht long spau. hooting, shooting and, fo llowing 
the e::s:ampleof their platoon leader,2"" Lt. Earle.K. 

by Rt1y r1umd N~t'11ti 11ml lltrbt-J·th Sc/ont!id,•rma1t 

Kelch, n·h<1 was 1'u1winJ.: at lhcir' hc9d. ripping loose 
what mine-wins they could in their all-or-uotbju;; 
cha.rue tu theotbe.rbank of the Danube. 

Other units of the company, sl1ortJy to follow the 1" 

Platoon, watched t\'trr movement or fhe initial 1usaulf 
CIMCI)', wailina ten.5eJy to see whc.lber the bridge would 
be blown before the first group got compltkly across. 
The explosion did not otrnr just tbeu. howe,·cr, the I" 
Platoon did get over safely. But no $OOntr had the last 
man of that group cleared the span nn the other side. 
when the cnewy set otrhi'> c,:plosive t hflrges aud blew 
the bridge .. 

Then ltmpor:tri.ly tut off b) itself'in T.cipht iru. the 1• 
Platoon bti:au vi_gorously to fight its 'i,'ay thro11~b 1111 

area of ci\'ilfan houst~ :rncl town !lfrttts around the 
rh·er. a.nd there suctcssfulh• s tooi.l. off two t nemr 
eounte,r .. attacb. ' r h e brid,::ch; ad bad be-en seited and i't 
was hulding. 

B:,n·.k at the north hank of the ,; ver. mc1tn\\ hilc, 
battalion cnginit.er eltrutnt.!I bad :dn.-:tdy st,1rtcd to 
cons-trur.t a 1"3mp whicb tl1t•y i11tendl•d to eompen~:lte 
for the nort h end of (be vrjgfna.l bridge., fallen inlo the 
Danube. £vidt•ntJy, the c11emy had clone illl incorupMe 
job or setting and plo<'ing bi$ demolition charges, bnd 
been c.au~ht off-~uard by the s-urprlsillgly swift 
adv:rnceof Compa.o~.- "A.'' or Lt. Kelch and his mtn had 
pullC'd loQse aud ueutn1UzOO enough mine--wircs. lo .-iuy 
c.ase. e::s:ctpt for 1.be sunken north Hp of the structure, it 
could litiU be useful. 1'his was .sc,on demOnlilrated when, 
after about lln houroffcndsh work, the englneen. told 
the infantry th:tt the reno,1:tted span wa~ ready fol' 
traffic. 
StUl remaining behind, the tankll conti.nm:-d with their 
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base of firt,, sup1>leme11ted by fire from Company ··ll," 
wbile t he rest or·"Able, th:,t lrnd uutU 1.b,m been '-''ailing 
for the bridge to be repiLircd, SJ>Cd across> fanned out 
into lht> town >lt:'COrding to previou,; p lan anrl enl:lrged 
tbe br idgehead~ paving the way for ""1:l:akcr·• to come 
across aud help the spt:.l.1·he:1d eorup;1ny de:ll.r (be rest 
of Leiphcim. Company "A" took the west ha.If of the 
town; "B" took the east sirle. 

Jus( at nightfall, tbe Gcm tan$ began storming 
Lcipheim ut .several diffen.•n l poiut.s iu what luCt r 
pro\·cd rn be, for them, a ,•ain and very costly counter,-

at-rack. Twtuty to rhirty enemy lril.'d to cuter part of tht 
Comp:rny ' 1A" S-t"t(Or uuder ccwcr of darkn e!SS, but 
theywcre quickJy drh'el'.I bnc.k by a small but 
determined clement or t.he <'<1mpnny, that wa~ situa ted 
at one point on tht town perimettr. 
lo Hs battle fort he Oanube br idgehead. Company "A" 

,;uff'erl'd three easuullic~ wlu:n lwo platoon ru nner,; 
with Com1lany Headquarters su.smined leg injuries 
during the bridge explosion aud a ril1e.11uu1 of 1be 3,.. 
Pla1oon w:ts killed by ttnemy s-ro:iU :irm.s fire while 
helping to clearthe town. 

Colonel Tucker's ''Red Wireman'' 
1 volunteered 

to be draftt:d in 
January 1944. I 
n•as ioducted in 
Liu• army al Forl 
Douglas. Ut;lh. 
Prom thl•rc. Twas 
sent to Cnmp 
Swift, 'fcxu. I 
w:1.s ouly t here 
h\ o weeks before 
J was sent to RTG 
i n C nmp Van 
D o r n , 
.Miss i ssippi. 
SouHlimt: iu 
Aprll.1 was put in 
the A&P J11atoon 
IIQ C ompany, 
254th Infantr y. ·1 

look my traiuiui:, us ~ li},!ltl <·u~U('(•r stJ•inJtiu~ barbed 
wire. building brid~es, laying t.1.1.ioe fiehh· sud tc-~1ri11g 
them up. Jwcntover-seas with tbecorup~ny. 

Two days be.fore Hill 2 16, we nu:...-~d our living 
quarte rs into a Champagne Urewcry and the ammo 
dump was a c,ouple blocks :1wa~. A1 c-i~h1 o'clock,Fate 
Cole and l took 01.tr staucJ as gu:i..-d at the d u mp. \Ve 
w('rC told we would be there for two hours. th('D we 
W(111ld be n~lic,·cd . We were th ere until h\ l'h' C and no 
one came to relieve llS. We h;,id been busy issuing ammo 
to the rifle companies so the time ,~' l'nt fairly fas-t1 but 
th('n thiu;;s gut quiet aod Y1·e stat'Ct d {!ettini cold. We 
looked at our watches :uid discovered we bad beeo oo 
duty four Mu~. Cole wtnt to sec why no one had come, 
but be only found one person sober,Serg«-,ant 

~- °'1•-id II.. E•~land 

Bu.umgarden. The three of us took one-hour tu rns 
getting warm the rest of the oigbt. At six o'clock, 
Bsumgardcn got us rclievOO. 

Doring a hot argument between Cole and Sergcaot 
llur qver a bottle of chamr>agne, L1. ,Jordon came in 
"ith n rt-quest from the wire st1:1ion for four rueu to 
help them for:1 fewdays. l told hi.w iJroy b udd_i~ would 
go with me, I would go J1elp them. Fate Cole, the little 
g uy from 'l'uJ..:a, Chtud Smith, a Cherokee from 
Tuarkana and two others said they wo'U.ld J?O, Another 
kid W3$ ,,c,Junteel'ed to go. Lindsy w :15 oo sick lean so 
he couldo'l gu wilb us. 

Now listen to th.isl! 'fbe Cbree of us we.re all country 
kids and had ncn~r Jived in o house with a 11ho111~> knew 
nothing nbout stri.nging te lephone wire nnd I l;ouldn' t 
ever rcmNnber talkin,:z. on a phone. \Ve we-re e:.lch 
banded a 1>air of plie1·s, a knife to bal'e the end of the 
wire, a roll of t:tpe and tqld " thJs it the way 11, splice 
wire. 11 \Ye helped set up the. switc.hbo:u·d IJ1 the 
bnsc.mc:nt nf :t house after carrying hundred!, or hottl<~ 
orw:ineonrto make.room. 

" Here arc some rolls (If wire! We need four lin<-s 
struo~ ro lht or up ou tht- hill." 'if.ts a <lirect order. 
With tb.e b.elp of one of the old gaoi;1 we strung those 
fo u r lines o,·tr fl m il(' 1011g so the Colonel would ha\'C 
communication with troops as they took Hill 2 16. 

Claud Smith and J wt·rc told to stay in th(• hok with 
the Colonel iu ca.se a line went ont as the m,ops 
~-11.lv:1111:cd. O ur firsl l r(lub le-sboofiu}: came wbeu Hit 
line to Able Company went oot. \Ve went dowt.t ac.ro~s 
nn open tleld '\\1th .Jerry looklngflt us aswcc.arric-d wire 
in our bands and I had ::l telephone on my bac.k. We got 
to the C P and found no broken wi1'c but the)' c<rnldn't 
call th e switchboard. A wire was brokc-11 som<·1>lace. So 

•• • ao11t11111d °"' p:Jgt I# 
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OUR HISTORY: THEN AND NOW==== 
by Dill Scott. 11.Jan.-2007 
e~mail: wjs631@;comcnst.net 

Recently I rc;ari :1 good article t i t i NI :MllJ'fA RY 
READSTONES/MARKERS & FLAG HOLDERS 
wr itten by Don11a Boo th in t he December 
2006/.Janua,y 2007 issu• of JOTS FR0~1 THE POINT 
ncwsleHc-r of (he Wc~tern l't•1U1Syh·au fa Genealo~'ic~l 
Society. Th<' ('ditor is Dtrr-bara Ilrade-n Guffey who lrns 
giw:n mo pcrmiss1on to copy from It, but I h~\' t copied 
ruort froill a VA publication that wiJI be named in a 
fo ll owi ng paragra p h . ' r hd r wd,sitc is 
<ww,\'.wpgs.org>. 

l have consulted uith scvc-rul fon<' r i\1 di rectors 
' ou r co u nty Vctcr!ln/1 Asslst:lntc C.onunission 

s uperintende nt:., a nd fcdcrnl ~ourct's, mid fo u nd 11m l 
pt'opk art not at all W(•U~iuformt'd .lbouL Olis sobject 
when they arc fnec-d with the final rites for a veteran. 
The factu~l dilfen·nces with the Wl'GS article -were 
minor, mainly about the source of n :tg hold1;.rs . ·the 
sources th al 1 conl.tcted said that the VA did 001 give 
th em. but you could get them from n rious ,·t:tt:r ans' 
organiz,ations, ult.hough some ,,r them may h t ll)w (In 

funds and the county, the funeral lu1111c, or f:uu ih • has tu 
furnish the- flng holdtrs. Tt is possible- that th~r<' l\re 
some ,·o.rlations In how the. flag h()ld('rS an·. Issued :rnd 
paid fo r iu , ,arious s t:n <•s a nd loc.alitie-s arou lld the 
rouutry. 

I ,, ould suggest th:1t. vets and/or thdr family gi:t 
;i; VA 2-006. or later~ COJ>)' of " Federal Ucnefits fo r 
Veterans snd Oepi'.ndc nts" VA l'um phltt 80-06-0 1 
P94663, :tod sl:trl by reading Ch:11,. 7 on ''Rur-i:tl :md 
Memorial Uenefits" :n I w ill not try fo <}U0te (•,•ery 

issue. here. On the Tnterncl you tnn gtt mor<' t e lnlcd 
things from wcbsilcs l!u..:b Ull thl~l' for rtadiu~: 
(w· w ,t'.£u11e r als. or~ / fa q / ve{) and 
(www.funtriLls.org/pdfs/\tc1s/pam.pdi) ;1 confa.in lot of 
infonnation 1ba1 ran be p rin ted. 

Chnptcr 7 Q11ofcs: '''f.Cl (°;I 8ll.rf\': Veteran:; 
discharged from :tctive duty under coud ilioo, other 
than dishonorable and servic,e nu:mbers w ho d ie while 
on nctivc d uty, us well 9io ~1,ou~c.s Qnd dc1,en<l<-n t 
cbihlrC'u of , ,e(c-rnu.s ~md atl:ive d uly stn'kt. members. 
may be eligible for VA burial and me moria l benefits. 
The vet t-r:u1 does nol h:Lve to p l"t'dlt:ee::ise a spou.se or 
d(•peudeut thild for thew to be eligible. 

VA n.-itional temr tery dir(c.fors verify eliQ'ibilitv 
for burial in thtir ctmeterlcs. A c.opy of tb~ ,-e~ran:s 
d ischarge document thatspcc ifics thr pcliod(s) o f 

:tctini d uty and ..::h:tr:tdcrof lhe discharge, .ifong 
with the dcccascd's dcuth c(•rtificatc :m d proof of 
rt 19ti<m~hip l(1 the \rCtcr tn (for cligihlc fam ily 
Jllem bc-rs) are :lll that ar<• usu:tlly ne(•dl>:<I 10 delcrmin°c 
eli~bilicy·. 

Re:.tders with qutslioos should conlact lbe 
near est nalfonal ce-roeteQ', 1- 800 ~827~1000 or 
<WVAY. cem. \'ll . go,? . 

VA NATIONAL CE~I.ETfilUES: Burial in a VA 
n:ttiona l cemefery is :.wailablc for eligible ,,eterans, 
lheir sp()uS~ &nd dcptndcnt~ nt no cosL to the ramitv 
and iudut.l(•) tlu: ,i:rll ,..Cl>ili:. ~1·,wt-lfr11:·r . openiu~ 11.ud 
dosinj.? of tht ~-ra,' e, , a htadstone or marker, and 
perpttual ta.rt as pnrt of a trntio11al shrine. For 
,·eterans. b(•udi(s also iud ude a b ul'ial Oa~ (nith c.:,se 
for :lCriVt duty} :.rnd milirnry funeral h onors. Fa mily 
members and ot-ber loved ones of deceasrd ,·eterno~ 
ma y rec111est 1'1·esidential Memo.-i:tl Ccrtific.ah:s. 

VA opcrill(I-$ 122 n:UihnBI t..emNcrie~ or,, hich 83 
:u c open for new inlc rments :tnt.121 of thcllc ::u:cc1,1 only 
ercmntcd remains. Uurial option.s a re limited rn those 
a,•a.ilo.hle m a spccifit cc:ml't<'r y hut rnny include in­
i;t round t.·-askc(. or inun'111c111 or t:n:utf1h•d rl"luain,s iu a 
coh1mba,r ium1 in grouncl or a scntttr i:n·den. Concact 
the ne.a.rtst national ct1n ecery to determine if it is open 
fo r new burial aod wtlicl1 01>tions are :wailab le. 

T he fu oer:ll d irector or tlu: nt'tt of kin m:tkfs 
in terment arrangemenis by coutatl..ing the naHonaJ 
c~mctcry in which bu d:tl i:i. dc5irL-d. VA nonmdly dol-.s 
not tond uct hu r ial~ <111 "'cckcnds. G r a,·c:s:itC;S tBnnol he 
n:-n•ry('d. however VA \\ ill tumor 1·escrnitions 11rnt.ll' 
u nder r>rt \fious pro:::,rams. 

. UEADSTOKF..S A!\D MARKERS: Veteran s, 
:tdwe duty llle,wbers ..-ud rt-ti.rtd restrvists and 
N:n ion:11 G u:1rd member1; ~re eligible fol" :rn in!.tribed 
hE:adstone or J.narker to mark 1.heh: grave at aov 
cemetery, nationa l, state veterans or p r ivak, dl'lh-crcd 
nt no cos1., s nywhert in th e world. Spousc:s :lrul 
dl'pcndt:nf ch il<Jrcn :tre eligible ror a gove rnmcnl 
hcudslont.• or marker only if they arc btu-frd in a 
nntiono.l or st!ltt wtcrans ecmctcry. 

Flat markers att ,waibble in bronze. gr:rn.i le or 
m arble. Upr ight headstones com I..' in graniteor m:lrble. 
lo n ational cem e teries, the style cbose.o must be 
consistent with existing ruonumcnfs at the p l.ace or 
bu rial. Niche mukers arc avuilablc to mark 
co1umb:.1ri:.1 used for iouremtotof crem:ttcd remains. 
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---···--·-···-••·---·--··· COMPUTER D,\T,\ PI\JNTOUl SANO COPIES--··-····-·····-··-·······--··- ··--· 
PLEASE PRIN1·! UNlT Ill UNIT #2 COST/EACH 

1943,45 Uni1 Rosier of Meo (wlrauk, serfa,l no., 
dates. medals. casualties. dc<1lbs, et'-) ...... ,., .. , .......... , ............................. , ..........• 

Tod.3y's Unit AddrtSS-Phonc list (for m~•mbc.-rs only) .............................................. . 
S4 ca. 
S2ea.== 

1945 Unit M edal!< List (w/\VWTI home towns) .......................................................... ---- ---- S2 c:i.. _ 

1944-45 Uo.il l1 io.t:f3(iC$ (in Bn. ~roup) ....................................................................... - --- S3 c..._, 
Alpho.bctieal List of CAMP BLfu"l'DJNG CADRE M.EN witb d:ua ............................................................................... S5 ea... _ 
Today's Addti-ss & Phone Llst ofC'AMP 01..AiND.LNO CA.ORE MUN (for werober;s only) ......................................... S2 eo.. __ 
Toda)''sAddres.s&Phooe Listby St.1te-(formcmbcrs only) .................................... State #I _ $1.(ltc #2 _ $2ea. __ 
t,oi.9 K1lk d in Actfon. Vied of Wound. & Non-U:tl11c Otalb ow .... AL.f'l lA .................................................................... S5 ca. __ 
KT.,\, POW, KBD. with all knov.rn men shown and surkJ by -------ALL U"t-,tJ:1'S ........................................................ SS ('.a. 
KIA, DOW, Nnn, l>es1 vicwpollu - Sorted by DATE, organi7.ntion, unit ...................................................................... 55 ca.. 
C.1Su;tll)• Sun.un:uy L'()lll1>iled m date for Al l wlits wit.h 8 cat<:gori~-s ........................................................................... S3 ea. __ 
2005 Atphabctkal li:U book (1'133) with 001e on c33ualries, deaths, units, seri.ll DUO)bers,. c3drc) whether man:s or widow's 

address 1s known, data & casualty suo:unanes, cic . ...... 69.17!1 LlNES Of NMI.ES .............................................. S63 ca. __ 

----··-----·· --·····-·. --···-·· ··-····- MAP CO Pl ES •• --·· ···--··-·· ···--··-·· ··-···----···------·-·-
l I'. x 17'° 1:1,000,000 wa.p of evtire :in:;1 of 63.rrl c<>mh:u WITHOUT 1r.,il <>f 63rd unil~ .............................................. SI ea. _ 
1:200.000 1939 m:tp of ALSACE.. Lorr.1.in-::. & SAAR ar<as lhru Siegfried Lioc arta ................................................... S5 ca. _ 
l:S0,000 m-1p of COL.MAR Pocket & Vo~gcs t•,fm. area in France for 254th guyi; ......................................................... SS ea. __ 
1:20.000 m..ip of SW l/4 of COLMAR r~p :l.Jci! w/Kayscrsberg, etc. for 254th guys .................................................... $5 ca. __ 
Thrc<: l:25K nmps from S. ofSam:gucmin<:il 10 Sa.11brocken w/gl'e1u de1ail .............................................................. '$13 se1 __ 
Two 1:25,000 1945 maps showing the 63rd's Sll!<.WRJl!O LINE area with forls.. irom 1/4:S .aerial photos 

with legends .............................................................................................................................................................. $13 S1.--t _ 
1:25.000 13LlESKASil'.:L m.,p lhat sh• ws Kirk.el. W(cl"'lb.\Cb, & 0 i¢~iogcn ..................................................... NEW SS ~a. 
1:100.000 KAISERSLAUTERN map lhal shows Homburg. La.ugmcil & Gruostadt. ..................................... :t-,'6\V SS ea. 
1:100,000 KARLSRUHE mnp that s.how$ Bad Wimpfcn. Hcilbronn & Stuttgart ............................................ NEW SS ca. 
1:100.000 ELLWANOEN map from Wal<lt:til:mrs & Schwabisch Hall to Obi.11bobingc:1t ........................................... SS e:~. 
1 :25.000 MOG<1LINGEi\J map shows from Obcrgroniugen co Obetbobingeo............................................................ SS c:a. 
ss· x 14,. I :250,000 map iibow!t from Yiarutbeim to Rothenberg and I ldlbroo1m ............................................ NCW $1 ca. 

- - ··--·····---····----··-- ·-·-• -···· HISTORICAL OOCUMENTS - --···········-····-····- ·· - - ····- - --····- -
2nd 13n.-253 4-12 April 1945 cYcna . rosters &- ITC$. Uni I Cirn1ion t\wt'lrd .......... ....... . ....... . .. ..... .. ... .. ........ .. ..... ........ ... $ 14 ea. _ 
Regiment.al histori<.-s for fanu:ary-t-.fay )945 in bin<.krs. copied from 

mon1hly <;ombat rcp<:1rt.s: 2S3rl'I ---' 254th _. 255lh __ : .................................................................... $13 t:a. __ 

Reprinl of I3S-p.1ge 1986 :,:oi\oon:.J book. '•With the 6'31-d lnfantty Di\1i$il)n in WW)I" 
by C<:11. Jrunc.,; E. Hatcher of 254th ond 255th .............................................................................. Clit\NGED ., .... $20 cs. __ 

U11b()u.nd Xero_g1;~phic copy \) f 1945 hislory & index for "The Trail of254 ·fhru Ulood & F1rc·• 
by Harris Peel. Veru-0u K.ile. Alg:em.on Keilh & John Sontag .................................................................................. $7 e3. _ 

Unbound mlqct oolor oopy of 1945 ·•victory in r~uropc:" h()oklet .... ,........................................................................... $5 ea. _ _ 
1943-45 combat history of263nl 6ng.ineer Combat Bu. by Bill Soyder iu biuder ......................... ,, ...................... ,, ...... SGS ~3 . __ 

Jan-Apr45 c.-,mb:tt Unit Joumab ofHq 1st Bn-254 by date. hour. minute in bindL-r .................................................. $10 e-~,. 
Ray R-cstaoi·s Repo1( of A.'.?54 Att.=i:k :.,t E:.c:luiogi:o, Oe1m1u\y. 15-Ma~S in bindet ................................................. SS ca. __ 
Short I ?43-45 H i~OT)· ofHq 1st Bn-255 with .. o.ncr OCliOn repon·· in binder ................................................................. .$8 oo. --
Uob<>u1)d Genna11y•~ Siegfried Linc his1ory, dcl.ail~, d1awings, & photos ........................................................... NEW $5 c..,. 
Onbouod H.istOI')' 7lb U.S. tumy. IS•Dec-44 10 2S•Ja.o-4S. ''Tbe Other 8ulgc'' .................................................. NEW $4 l'!°t. __ 

Unbound 1944 ···J ..i.m a Do,1ghboy°· booklet on inf co & ph. ci'1uipm<:Jl1, wc:ap(>nS, & t~ining.. ......................... NE,:W .$4 oo. _ 
------------ ----------------------- - ---·-· PATCHES, c:an ~ ironed on or sewn on caps, j.1t kel.$, de. H••---··-·--·---
(f\ ) 3.5'' x 2.3" 63rd lnfontry Oivi~ion tor uni101m ....................................................................................................... S4 ca. _ _ 
(D) 2S• x J.4S .. 63rd lufaolr)• Div. witb"BLOOO & FIRE"betow ... , ......................................................................... S3 ca. _ 
(C) 2.66'' x 2.3$ .. 63rd w / ·•RLQOD & FIRE .. and "63rd IKFJ\NTRY DIV:· bc.low ........................................... NEW S-1 ca. __ 
(D) 2.2$" high.,;. 3.$" v,,idc US ll;tg ................................................................................................................................. 53 ca. __ 
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(E) 2 , .. ,., b '5" . l 6' d o· . . " •. d L' . ,. COST/EACH ,J wg X ;>, Wl( e ~r ~\tlSIOn ::itc.gt:rtc lUC Stg.ll p.,1lcu ..................................... ,. ..... ..... .. . ..... .. .. . ............ . .. . $5 ca. 

(I;) 3.5'' hJgh x 3.5'' wide 253tc:1 r11~ntry Regiment wlmotto "QUINTA l!SSl!NTIA" (l'hc Quintessence) .................. $5 ca. == 
(G) 3.6'· high x 3.4·• wi<k 254th lnfantr)' Regiment wimoll<> .. ORATM Bl:!FORH DEFEAT" ..................................... .$S t3, 
(1-1) l 5" high x 3.0" wide 255th fo fantry Regimen: with mouo ''COR ·i:-uRREUM" (Hearl of Steel) .......................... ,1,5 ca. 
-··--·--·--··-··---·-·---·-- ·-· 1.2 CREST PINS \V)2 clutch pins -·-----·- ·-··-··-·--··------·-----·---==-
253rd lllfantiy Rcgimcm with motto .... ·'QlJlNT.I\ ESSENTIA'' (The Qui.o~sseoce) ................................................... Not :w:iiJ. 
2$4tL lnfenlty Rcs imcm with mono .... -ot-:1\TH UlffOR£ IJEFEJ\j+' ......................................................................... $5 c<1, 
2SSlh Infu.t)cry Regimcot with mouo .... .. COR J:frRREOM (Ut!.1rt of Si«I) ................................................................. S5 e:l. --
Colored pin description w1Ji•oO rs & 63n.1 Oiv. embk:mi;. ... 253rd_, 254th _. 255th _ ............................... Jil ea.-=:, 
•••••--•·-·· .• -····----······-····-··--····- ··--HAT PlNS & BOLA TlUS --•·- ···- ······-····- ··--····-····- ·····- · 
63rd Inf. Uiv. Patch pit1 _, Combat Infantryman Badge pin _ . Combal Medic ~ dge pin _ .......................... S4 c;i. 
Ra.n_scr Badge. pin _ . Sil~·tt Sw Meda.I. pin_. 8 r01t1.<: Star Medal pin _ ........................................................ S4 e11. 
Purple Heart Mcdill pin _, Prcsid-::ntial Unit Cital.i.• o D.ldg<!' piJ.'l _. b:t(:l.JltJY [)in _ ....................................... S4 e11. == 
MP pin_, POW Medal pin _ , Fidd Artillery pin __, ( '.<ltpil •f Cngini.:<:rS pin _ .. , ...................................... S·1 ca.. _ 
Quartennastei-pin_. Signal C-OTP$ pin _, Ruphuod Uuck. pin_ . i lb Afmy P.itch pill _ .......................... S·1 ca. __ 
Europ::.Afrtca Middle E.;is.1 pin _ . W\VTr Victory Medal pin_, Army of Occupation pin _ ......................... S4 c<l. 
Foll Size Expert 1.o.fanll)' Badge _ , f'uU S~ Pt~d~uti.d Vu.it Cit.ttiw 811dgt: _ ............................................... SS ea.== 
63rd Inf. Div. dtlu.x.e bo!s\ tle with black cord _. gold cord ................................................................................ S 10 ea. 
····--··-----···-·-·-·---·-·--·-·-·----·- UNIT & OROANiZATtON A \VA RDS COPU:S -----·-·----·------.--:::=.. 
Pr<:.sldcn1ial Unit CitatiQns copy: 2nd Br,.-253rd _. 1st Bo,-2$41.b __, 3td Bn.•2S4d'l ................................. $2 e:,.. 
Pr~ .. Un.il Ci1:st.iou o:Hl'l'l livc for 3rd Bn. and Co. A & 0 •253rd Inf ......................................... = .................... .New $ 1 ca. --
French Croix d<.-Guem:: w,P:i.1.oo. for 254th lnf.: 8 .5" x Ir· $5 ca. _ . l l-518" x 17•· $10 ca._. ..................................... __ 
···- · ··--··- ····--··-····-····- t OM rACT O!SKS FOR MICROSOFT WTNDOWS SYSTEMS ·---··--····-··--· 
9S oi l 94.)..45 Blood&. Fire illsul~ __, 63rd Oiv. Gen~ra1 Ordcts for medals. e1c. __ .................................... SI O ca. _ 
g53 page updated ·-Ctul,niel~' history book \V/ph-otos, ro!:tcrs, alpha list ................................................................... $ 1 Sea. 
Historiesw/pbotos. ro:.ter... &other info; 253rd __ • '.!$4th__, ....................................................................... Sl2 ca. :=:: 
2SSth _. All Artillery - 263rd Engineer & 363 Medical Dos._. ....................................................... SI2 t.-a. __ 
Spe-ci:11 Tr<:()1)i;: liQ-&.HQ Co., Band, MP, Q~,1, Rccon •. Signal. Ordnance __ ............................... , ...................... SJ2 ea. _ 
Combat Month!;. Onil Morning Repor1s 12!44 .. S/45: 25.;rd _, 254th __ . ................................................... St O ea. _ 
'255lh_. All Artillery _ . 26'.kd G:ngmcer & 363 Medical IJns. __ , ..................................................... SIO e.,. 
Spe<:ial Troops: HQ&BQ C<>., Band, MP. QM. Rt.-con.. Signal. •rdUJncc __ ....................................................... .$10 ~ == 
63rd f'ictori<1l bi.siory w/ 1 ,000 I- i;.1atc:i-ide, ooinbat & occupation scenes .................................................................... $ 12 ca. 

··-···-··- ···--··-----·· ··---·-·--· CA rs •······--··----····----···-····-··-··-····-····- ··--····==· 
Bright white cap with red bill and adjus.tab!e red r-0ar l)et ................................................................................... NEW SJO 83.. _ 

Light bhte cap :i.od bill. with adj ustable blue rear net for sptiug, $\1.uuncr or fall , .............. , ..................... CI-IANGF.O SlO Cit. _ 

Light blue cap and bill. with !l01id Light blue a4jusuble 1e.1.r for fall or wintcr ................................................... .NEW SJO !.!i'I. __ 

T11c new 63rd patch emblem bas .. OLOOU ANO 1~11{1;'~ :ind "63rd INFANTRY DIV." lil:e the ·-c• patch on the othcrpngc.. 
-----••••--•·-····--··-··-··-··-·--··-··CHALLE::-fGE COINS ··-····-··--···-··----···-·•--··--····-··-· 
1 s · 6300 lnfuntry Divi$i1)11 An1iquc Bron?.e Challenge Cain with pJa,;tic pocket ca.s,e ...................................... NEW SJO ea, __ 
15·· 254th Jn(anuy Rq;i,imeu1A11ti(1ut B1x,~ ClwlenQC- Coin wilJt pl-as(ic pocket case ................................... NEWS 10 ca. 
1.5 254th lnfuntry Regiment Brillkmt Gold Cli.lUenge Coin wilh pJ.ascic pQCkctca.sc ........................................ NEW SJO ca.== 
3.S" .x. 3.$" x l.25" Dark Blue Coin Pt~-scmation (',.,se ....................................................................................... NR\V S 5 ¢3. 
August2006ionn ll61 Check #___ TOTAL S _ _ _ 

M:ulTo: UILl, SOOTr. tlJltU OIV. HIS'l'ORtAN. 4i)1 S. WAJ,,,~U'l'ST.. $\'C,\MOR.e. IUOl?S 223'1 
(Milke C111:,'i: <,r .f.l).OCCyor6:r IO: 63RO OfV. HlSTORY FUND) .•• l'LE:\SE US£,\DOIU:SS S l'ICKEl.t OX PRJNT<'..ARF.ftfl.l.\' 

NAME: ___________________ Ulfff(S): __ -,-c-,;;=------
STREET: ________________ Al~'. ______ r.O.BOX:_,=-----
('JTY _______________________ STATE: _____ ZLP: 
SPOUSE; 'rELEPHOl'IB: ( __ ) ___ ___ _ 
E-MAllADDRESS: f.AX: c__ __ _, _______ _ 

VET'S RELATIVE: or -----------
(SON. GkANDSOK DAUGLITER. OROTH6R') 6lRD\'R'J•SNAME 
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INSCRJPTION: Headstones and markc-rs muse 
be inscribed wilh the narue of 11.te 1.h:et'.tSt>ll, br:uu:h of 
service, and year of hirth and de=-rh. They also may bl• 
iusc rilJcd with other m:irklogs, i ocludlng an 
authoriztd einbltm of btli('f and, space permitting, 
a.ddJtlonuJ text intludiog military r ank, war s()rvice 

such as "World War IL" complete date of birt.h and 
death, military i\\\'ards, military c,rgan~ation~ civilian 
or veteran arnlladons and w()rd~C)f endearment. 

PRIVATE CEMETERIES: to apply for a 
hcud.\tone or marker for a private cemetery1 mail a 
c t)mpleted VA Form 40 - 1330 (from 
ww w. ,, a. gc> v / ,·a form 1,/va Ip d o,,a40-13 3 O. pd f) . 
Applkat1on for Standard Go,.·trnment Headstone or 
l\farktr fo r h15Lallalion in :1 Private or State Veterans 
C emetery, and a copy of the ,•eternn's mmrarv 
dlscbarge documr11t and death ccrrinc!ltc- ro Mcmori~I 
Programs Senice (4J.A1), Depar-1wcut of \'dc.•nun 
Affair,., 5 109 nusscll lld., Quantico) VAJ.2134-3903, or 
fax documenU: to 1-800-455-7143. VA will provide a 
gov<'rnmcnt headstone or marker even if the gnn.·e is 
already mnrke.d wtth a 1>riva1e: one. Ht.rorc ord,:ring, 
chec.k vtith lb<' ttruekry to cm,urc tbal the additfooal 
headstone or marker will be ::icc.epltd. Any plactmtnt 
fee wiU oot be reimbursed by the VA. The foundation 
must meet the VA ~t:mdards for material and 
depth. 

PRES I DENT I AL Ml':MOfllAL 
CERTIFICATES: Certifirntts arc issued upon 
requ.~.sl to recognize the. military sen' iN~ of h(lnorahly 
di.icharged deceased veterans. ~ext of kin, n:luli\'e.S 
a nd fri<:nds m:l)' request them in perSOt\ at any V.<\ 
rei;iooal office or by mall. PresidentiaJ Memorial 
C('rtificatc.-. (4 IA I(;), De1>artwent of Ve1eraus Affairs, 
Qutl.ntico1 VA 2214]-.390~. Or fax doc.umcn~ to 1.02-

565-8054. 
No form is required a11d there b nu timt limit for 

requesting:, certi1k~,te(s), but requesM should include 
a copy of the veleran's disd1ar~t dm::u111cut and dc:tLb 
certificate a nd (')e.irly jndicate lo what addr<'Ss the 
c~rtifkate(s) should be sent. lnformntion 11.11d n sample 
<'t'rtif ieatc can be fou nd at 
(ww""""'.cem.vo.go,·jpmc.hlm). 

llURLU. .FlAGS: VA will furnish a U.S. burial 
flag for memoria.lization or: 

1. Vete.rans w ho sern~d during w·flrt1me M after 
Jan. 31, 1955. 

9 
2. Vetera.r).s who wen eoritle.d to retired p::ty for 

sen·ict in the rcservc,.i;, or won.Id have been eul.itlcd if 
o, ·cr ::tgl' 60. 

3. Members or former members of the Selec1e.d 
Rt'!:trYt who served their injtial obJ.i~nli<>u. or w('rt 
d.iscba.rgc-d for a disability incurred or a~2ra v,ued in 
ll.ue of duty, or died while a member of the Selec:.ted 
Reserve. 

BUlUAL ALLOWANCE: ,'.~ will pay a $300 
burial and funeral allowance for ,·C'teran$ wbo, at tboe 

of death, were e-ntitJe.d to reeein pension or 
-.::owpensatioo or would hM'<' been e ntitled if thc.v 
weren't recei1,'UJg military retirtml'l1l pay. E lig.ibili~' 
also m ay he establillhcd w hen death occnrs LO a VA 
facility, ~ VA-c.ontractcd nursing home. or a slate 
vete.rftns nursing home. In nonscrYice-connected death 
cases claims musr be moo within two years after burial 
or cremation. 

rLOT ALLOWANCE: VA will pay a S300 plot 
aUowance when a veteran ls burled in n cemetery nM 

under U.S. g<.werm:nent jurisdiction if: the, C'tcran wa.s 
disc.hargtd from acti,,e duty because of disabUlty 
iucurred or ai;:,i;ravafcd io lhe llr.le of duty. che vt.te.ran 
was receivini comp<':nsatic>n or pension or would have 
b een If they weren't recehfog militsry retired pay1 or 
they died in a VA facility. (Areetipt is required.) 

The $300 p lot a llowance may bt. paid to t ht .state 
for the. cost or a plot or interment in a state-owned 
cemetery rtsrr•,.~d sulcJ~• fc1r ,,eteran buJ'ials if the 
veteran is buried w1thout charge. '811ri11I eY]>cnses paid 
by the deceastd':s twployt·r or a $tale agency will nol be 
reimbursed. 

T.bose who were getting Soci:11 Sccurit}' 
payments would also get another S255 deatb bcm:fit for 
the family (lfthe clcce:m:d. 

Mosl of the abo,·e .issues c.an be caken c.arc of 
through tht funcrnl director that the. faruily bascbosen. 

Two more Cnmp Vnn Dorn era de:1th,; are now 
rel'.(lrded. Pfc. Jot,l lie}'St-1 of C-255 d it>d at 1600 oo JO­
Oct-44. No data on the cause of his den.th or lotation was 
gh·en. Pvt William D. English of M -153 ,,,as killed In ll 
Combat Field 1-; :xercise at about 0930 ou 11-0cl-44 per 
the t2-0e.t44 morning report. 

Sinct! the reuoioo i.oAugust l'\'e.added o net gahl 
of 136 names ln th, unit roskrs, and t hose v.-;th known 
serial oumber.s has gone from 97-lS¾, to 97 .. lR%. ''rhc. 
63rd names now to1al 69,421 1111d wilh the :1ttad1ed 
combat unit namcstbegr-aod total is now up to 70,077. 

l LT~bry Kate Mdsaac, CO of the- 3Sth 
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0ur history ... 
J\iiJ.itary llbrnry Oet.tduuent. of tbe 63rd 

Regional Rt'adiness Command (RRC) is f0 create a 
history of that organization nnd the pre,·ious ones: 
63rd ln(1u:itry Division (US Ar11,1y Reserve) (19S2-
J96S), 63rd Army Rl'Strvt Commarld (ARCOM) 
(1968-1995) aud 63,d R•~ion•I Suppott Command 
(RSC) 1995-2003). They all wo,e tile same patch a.s 
ours. 

The bj!ilury of those orgat1izntioos bas not been 
in our undertakinJI, all these y-ears, but there may be 
bits and pieces that can be put together from 
lo.formation that we might h:tvt' in p:u;I JJ/oud & Fir~ 

othtr readers of this issue b:we some info that 
would hc1J> hcrthec.opics could be sent to her by nrni.l,e-
11,aH, or b~ phone tu the foUowiuc .:iddresses .:ind 
nombers: 
lLT Kate 1'-f clsaac, 35tb Military History Dclad:iou:n(, 
Sj40 Uandiui 61,·d .. 8 Illi:,1, UeU, CA90201-6408 
P hones: (323) 307-4497 & (561) 343-3349 (Blackberry) 
F..•urnil: Mdsiu:ac-~MuryK 1LTUSAR63RDRRC 
<kntl•,mcisaac@usar.army.mil> 

Fred Olllton has mailed her a complete set of tbe 
16 KislOI')' C.:Ds plus ooe tbat $hc.,ws the Divi11ion 
Mcmori:ds a11 :i starting effort in helping her with the 
1,rojec,L 

.tJla soldiers never ai~ . • • 

0 ., 

Nelfllilcott,:F 254; ~I ag• 81, s!Q.on his J'r'ictor as others tiel, him ru-0'° • cq.-,;,i/'!~PJII,• Iii~;" If•~,: 
%1d,o~ae,;5".llle-tb•yJuu1<t,pt11alilo'oh.• · :,i · 

. , 



Febr\lary 2007 11 

Ramblings of a World War II so!~!,~,~ 

/st Sq,uul, I st Plat()()n. Co. A, 26Jrd CQmlHztEngln~~rSll/6Jrd 
/ 11/untry 1Jfri~·io11 wher¥. "'t" k't''1I JhrqugJ, tJ,p Sit"g/ried LitiP. 
lli):lilfroul: Owt:n Ddh!M!, Rdd Mt:rr:dith, Jol,11 L,.m.;l1 6:cut<:d 
;,, /r-,nf 1t.•itl, lrr!m d o,: lap) a11d Roy CtJSt')', as1>is1ant squad 
leader. Right rear, liar old Cr()titr, $tJ11th, 011r lrm::k drin:r, Glen 
Mu,,g, Cotdl and llPryta. tlte o,_her o.·o are rttp/acemtnLt. 
Tuk~nsprlngo/ 1945. 

\\'btn Vc,lumc S8, No 1 o f Uw IJ/oqr/ and Fire 
oo:,gazine itrrived, if w~-..s• like o breath of Spring, 
Ac.cOl:ut l.'$ to tho.sc responsible. I cspecialJy was 
inapr<-sscd by Prc-sident Zimmcrntan's input, and hi:; 
observations about the Grtatcr Geuemtiim and nur 
world tour. It b.::i.s boon obsened tlwt the engineers of 
the 26'.' ha, •e alwayi hail n poor ~h(>wing. We were a 
relatively s01aU p;1rc iu th<· makc·-up of an lnfaatry 
Division. 

Now, r wUI :.Hem pl to .include a lot of"bumps in the 
road-" from Induction to di~chargc. 

lnd-ucted at Grttnsburi , rA.1 I was processl~d an d 
the u me uight~ put :1board .t r2ilto.-id passenger car 
~utd :trrh·ed at Ft. Meade. 1\,1)). 'Break.fast consbt.cd of 
cold boiled eg~s and already sugared coffee (take le and 
like it). 

After oril'nTil.tion and being told about the 
importa lltl' of .sttppiug orr on the left root and "itltou 1 
faU saluting ('Very officer ::ind being fur lber Informed, ii 
·was fuue to d f ... -tn the barr,1dcs for au :im portant 
in spc<'ticm. 

B:1ek to getting rt:1dy for the whit<· glun, iuspci:lion. 
Ed Lallirocnt ofBl•:n•e t :Faus. PA and 1 were assigned to 
clean " 'indows. Ed be-came and remains a good hu ddy 
of L<'n Zim merman. lit is s tiU in Bc•;wcr Pslls with 
Velma. bis wUe of wad}' years. He is also a 01embcr uf 
the B lood a.od J.ln:Assoc.iation. 

When we went off duty, we had tostayon the 

rcsen •:tlion. Oon' t go to Boom Towu whe-re the bars 
and e1irJs mean trouble! Ed and I walked th1; stl'eets • looking for officers to s.alute. 

The Army doesn' t tell the n ewly mluted pl'h·:ites 
all.}1hing. The next thint to mention was bein~ .loaded 
into an old Pullman car to go to "yonder" wherever that 
mayhl'. 

l!d L!11limcnt, who was newly Ul3rried :\dd 1 were 
ass4:u\•d th <' s1:Uut doulJlc bl'rth . We t:11.ked a lot. He 
about Velma. and 1 about Vi, whom J had known ~inc:c 
we met a tan F.pworth J .l'aguc p:1rty at her church. 

Anyway, the rrip to whert\'er was a nl':w experience 
for us. UwasniC<'-to be servtd iu the dining ,ar by white 
cqated po-rt:f:rs. \Ve h:.1d lots of s-peculatlon about th e 
deu hiation. 

The train wouJd stop ac a siding . ..:,.-eryone out for 
exercise! Coal fu•ed ecn~es mo,·c<l (hi: train. £ ,,.·e(y 
morning there wa.s a fre~h coat of 1>ollut::u1ts on the 
windowsills. 

Beyond Chicago we worked our\rny up to the C rcat 
~ orthcrn l<ail_road tr:tcks. Great ex.pauses o f ,·cry 
Ugbt1y popula t<'d country and some spec.tac.uJar 
mountai n sc('ntn'. Ar a toup le. of steep dimt,s we h:td 
three engines. o·oe in the middle of the irain and a 
pu.shcr bd1ind . On very sharp cur w~s, M· 1:ould set. 
thtm at work. 

We a.rrived :it T.-eol)la a.nd Ft. Le" ir.. On lhc way we 
passl'd near the site where the faiuous bdd"t, 
"Gallopiu4: C c_.rtic·" had r~u cn in the b.igh wind storm. 
We were met by :1 com'O)' of tru<:.k..'I from t11e 202 Coa~t 
Art illl'ry for tbe next exp erience. T he 202 was a 
Chicago Nationtl1 C uurd outfit that harl been for 
training at Fort Bliss, Teusi,hcn ihcy were called into 
¥ed eral 5ervice. A great opportuoity tu txpcritncc 
£ ng,Hsh .1s ~pokeo in the Chicago area! They rt.gnled us 
with thejoysoflen, ·e- in Ja.uret., Mexico. 

Theywere1>ositioned in a tenl dlyon :t s,bool y~rd in 
lln-ml'rton, WA for Hallie Trainiu.g by :1 c~dl'e of n on~ 
eoros from the. n \rious uuils. Among otbct things we 
had to learn and recite the Guard Order before. we 
cQuld get :t pass to go out on the streets. 

When they were satisfied th:n 1 tt'.'IS not. :t.Jl 

,~,1.1barrassmc11t lo the operat:iuo, l wus sent to site or 
section #2-8 at a rcst.n 'oir on n hill overlooking the 
Bremerton Ship lkpair Yard. T bere to remain for 
wa.n1· months, At that timt', there Wl'r e ma.ny Uarrage­
JlalJOons sited aroW1d Brtroi:rton "ilb C:tblc. shroud 
lines baogiog from them. Each balloon was tc therc.d by 
a tttble to a ";nc:h in on1e1· to get them up and do,v-n. 
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• · ;'l>Jl(;,::,,,,J {m.VI /hlJ:t' fl 

T hey looked l.ike pool'ly oom·ish<'d tlepb:rnts :lll 
bag.I;)' :md s:tgg,v. 

81Htcry HQ ·was nt Kilsa,, Lake ~ornc mih's ::1m1y. 
'f hc , ·ario118 hnttery personn ('I Wtt'lt there for mess or 
other d u des like work de-tail-. or K.P. O ne othe1· guy on 
guard S'(ayed ou g uatd aud his (hn:iw11-tu~ctl11: r mNd in 
hJs mess kit \\:tS b l'ougbt b.1ck when tht truck rtrur ncd, 
i'ight and day 'i(lmt..-onl~ stayed by the fidd telephone 
just in caJe. 

W htn i i bt·c-:uuc ap1rnn:11t tha t LhcJapa1u.~e were too 
bu.sy to be :l tb.re:lt, the defense orthe yard w{ls lessened 
t\ttd a new JTQ was CU:lhlishcd at Chico l)Chnc n 
Bremerton and the ~,,_val Amino fodJil)', Someone said 
we need ed m ore infant1)', the Qutto of BaHJe! 

I \\ :as IIH.l\'ed to :mother t.:J_r-paper C<J\' t'-red barracks 
a short walk from HQ. R,l T..:ilhmu~nt remained nt th<: 
mountain site wbert, h(' " as initiaUy plated. O n th t.• r are 
occ:u ion when :-myone got :.l pass Lo go to S(•.;ilt1<\ H was 
a rcrry r ick through the Coast Gu :1rd w:1iofaio.ecl 
movable under wate r uN that was co tro.p s ubmarines. 
l>on't ovcrl()nk nny pos~ibility in ,-reak li11es in the 
t1efc-n1l'. OriKin:tlly, ther e wen: battery locations on 
Bainb ridl:t' bland. Whidby Island :ind Vashion hlaod. 

The reginw n t stnr us for training to tl1e Ynkima 
Dl~Crt for night training ~o rhe radars cou ld direct the 
tlnri aircraft iuns to trark incoming t'nemy. S ince we 
only served our pu l'pUSl' :1( niJ:,:ht Wt' wcrt' :c1vail:d..1k 
d u rin:; !he day to bdp the farmers gel net<'ssnry \\Ork 
done. °F'()r insr..anci', thinning the growing npples on the 
h'e-c so tl1ej' would prod urt Lbc- ftunous "Yakim:1" grndc 
fruit. Another activity n':tS 10 h ;iuJ fn:shl) ban l'S:h'd 
bc:rn plants to the mech:rnic:11 pod lh.reshel's. 

Whtn rlwrc wt reno trniralng txer eii.cs a Jl il!i:.~ ti) (Own 
could he had. If you wcrcwirh someone in tlu• kuon, a 
taxi drin·r could bring something to .lUakt Cokt bettti·. 
I \\(•u( to t u\\11 with :1 r1:1tiveoft11e :ire:1 \,ho h:td aladv 
friend. He tlaimcd to ha\'C bce11 a shl:cphc rder he:f<ir~ 
hcing ind uctcd. His nnmcwasStcgman. 

The unit 'H"nf on sen-ral hinn1:lt-!i. One at 
Sooquaumie on l\H. Rainfor, anoUu:r to ~ civilian 
com,eru tior.t C:!IIDP io I.bl' r :liu forest of tht' Olympic 
Pcninsul:l and from there: tn the owm he:u_.h :i1•c::i on 
the west sidt of lb(• Pcniniml:•• 

l weot Co rt rest and r<•t rci1tiu11 camp (Ill th~ I h)t)d 
C:in:ll ,,11en: 1 h:1d my fu-st lessen h1 salt wntcr a nd 
sunshine. AJso, nt the cam1> T met a nutin •, Orcgnninn 
whosi." n:ut1(' wns John M :mninf:_ an d whose foth(•r wt1.s 
employed at the shipyar d near PorUa.od. We thu mbed 
tr:msp1,rtution l(1 .Porthmd clowo. Hig,bway #1 a nd 
,1silcd hi.s (>fl rent~. 

I ha d my fi rsl uperitn(·t with flamru 's Uct'r. It wa.s 
not hard ro get 1>icked u1> on (be ro:1d. T he1.·.iviliam, th:t t 

were a lways ready to do for men in u niform.Jnhn had 
been to Alt1Ska nnd that made h im an adveutun:t 10 me. 
Sowetimt h1l<'r. I wcut uu pass w il h him toSe.-itOe. Saw 
:10 exotic dancer w ho ha d trained bird~ to :1.~!<:is t in a 
partial disrobe. Wild sruff! U is motht•r ,note to wy 
motht'rthnt John brougllt a fellow soldier (c, , ·isil. 

Sine<• i\ s(•rious suuwf:dl was 1·~1re in the Si.>.:tttle 11re~, 
m: had one that they wel'e not prtpartd for, a nd no---g(I 
In tllt,SIIO\\' COpahili(y. 

I drove on e or the lwo-nnd-il-half tnn trucks al'ouud 
the usual farm tOul(• to µkk u µ the c~ms :1.nd t:1ke them 
to the dairy. The mun who would hnvc normally dOnl~ it 
treated mcto a hungry man ~i,ed sw1k. 

\Yhen it b(•('ttml' time to leave Uremcrton, 1., and :.l 
medic Maurice Pontic>u.s ~UL per·wis~iou to t.lrin • to V:111 
Doru. lk h uda 1940 Ford. We;1nd 011.rwlves droveeast 
to his family's home in St. Cloud, ;\•t'innc.<tot:1 where 
WC're m:1d e welcome I>) their exh:-mh•d families. A long 
the r<1ut<:, we stayed in somt r':tlhcr p l'imitivl~ motel'> as 
c.um parcd to tod:1y•s f::idlilil•s. Cl'e:.'l t exp<·rfoucc! No 
lntcrstntcs. Afte r fl few ,l:lys in Minnc1"ot11 we headed 
rnr the Ca mp Ooro exper ience. We ardved on 1:-riday 
bul wen· not clue until \tonday. We went lo the 
Spinuin g Wlll'cl Mulcl in S t. F'r :rnci:., ille. L,\. Tbt be:tt 
\\:lS oppressiw itnd tbt only relief was th<' showe r or 
under :.1 ceiling f:rn owr the bed. Maurkt and I 
reporh-d fol' d uty on Monday morning. Oul' u frt..s 
s tayed in the i;:ucst fadlilies on the pi,st. T here was a 
time li.r.i.til Oil how long they C-Ould Sh\)' so tht y had to 
look for n pl!tcc ot'f po-.t. 

Some of the a('('Ommodatinm wcr(" not much .. ,\ fte,· J 
2ot per mission lO go bowe :,1 ui}:ht w<• Jmd one- bedroom 
find lrnd been .i b.1ck porch. Acctss was rhrough the 
owners bc·dr<i<un. Another wa.-. a small t rail<;r rhar I 
thought m ight ur>set while 1 h~1d bouts of hny fever 
Stt("t-:t.ing. Another was.-. t'OOm th:H had betn crtatcd br 
p;·1rtitiu11iu i; a mom\\ bicb ga , •e us b :1l f a wind ow abo,·C 
a very nc.tlvc ba r. The next move w:1~ 1.-. :l rour un it h vo­
su.ry apartn1ent w htrt' they bad a sma ll room heater 
(i:.as fin•d) which .I h.U'Otd oo il's si<Je to make a cookini: 
Su.l'fa<-.t.', 

,ry " ifefound :i. dc:U opctutio11 to work In when~ they 
made. s::u uln ichl'S for th e Post Excb:1nj!e. T he 
restll11r.un fon~ wus rclativdy inexpensive. A heaped 
p late of sbrllllp ·was si.d)•-liw ccnl~. We drnnk :1 lot of 
iced t.e:1 :ind another locnl rtfrcshor t1u11 u~td lime~. 
Lots or roachc-. wc,·c in evidence, which were never 
seen bffore by us Yankl-c.s. A day out in the 1>ine forest 
excrc.i.set. we!'e liable to vrodu<·<· dii::1:ers. thost- l ittle 
rell ~µide,~ ltrnt bu rrow in your ponts ,uld sorue.d mcs1 

along w irh mlsery1t .a n ea.use blood ptthoning. 
' rh~n, more tr:tining . Some of thc- NCO'i who were to 

m akt- 1?nginee.rs of us were 1ota lly uui1warc lhal j u ~l 
hecnu~e we wece interested Wi." bad lc.arncd from sornc 

1'Mfl!l11,•J" - {JIJI(<! /J 
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of ou r b ud<li.:-s in the 20'2, a lot .,r rigging trkks and 
Lashings. llow to secure pac.1-mgc~ on thc-1,ack ora p::tck 
a nimal and how to tic bales of <'011on oo rh•er boats 
usini;: plain r i~s nnd lim-s. Ut'ing farm rabed, I k new 
about the use of d.tnaruite iu fo r(-:st .;-.Jeariu~. 

Ourc.o.wpao.y commandtrwas Ci,ptaln Tun11esion, a 
<:ivil F.nginccr from .Tack ~nn, "Ml~sissippi. O ne of the_ 
serge-ants w1d :tn ex- powder monkey who was fuJ.I ot 
him .!iClr. Uc w:u a p re.tty :;ood hoser but careless and 
over <'Onfldcnt a bout the charges thnt he prtpared a nd 
pilc.k cd in hi~ fatiguc- u niform hru~t por,kc.:ts. For_ 
trainin~ he would use his dgarcth~ to h}!ht thl' fuses of 
the blocks of explosives befote ht threw them into 
1>redelerwloec.l boles i.o the ground. One d;1y ~e bc.u~1c 
compl<:tcly di~scctcd ,wc:r the t rccs.Alsn c.ans1ng soldier 
Korvfa a sc·rious hear ini p rc1hlcm. 

, Vheu it cam(• 1u:;1r fiml' tu ship out of Van Dorn n e 
' \II' ¥iere formed for a company picture as~ souvenir. e 

had t'imt on Chri.~tma.~ f(1r !1 ffil'SS nfsorts. My wife l<.:ft 
the next day by train to relurn to ht'r family hum(•. T he 
263'" left by trc)()J) traio for C:.1.w1> SbaJJ.ks, l\'.ly wife 311~ 

my n-lClthcr went to visit ffi)' aunl in New Jc~cy. I 
r eceived a pass ro :;:.o say a lasL ~oodb:i,,1.•. 

The uext day we were wa1-ched ou board a con,·<•rt t d 
luxu~v li ner n1inus the lu..xu_ry. l, 30d my wol'ld!y 
posseSstons lneludlng dutnc hag., hod u chain 
suspcnd('d pi1>e frame b<'d , third from the Ooor in a 
fou r level USA lloati.ng mol"el. Not a "ood spot fot a M al 
d e 1\l_eresufrere r. 

Duty ,-,;•as co make $-O rC: Chat nt night there ,~a~ no 
light to in<lic:.nc that we were there.A non-su_fferer doi:s 
not know how b ad a land-lu bbe r can reel while eXJ)Osed 
to that d uty. It was foll thal this liner could travel fas t 
enough to steer no e rratic c.-0ur,1e chat it 'i\-·as not 
ne<'tssnry to traveJ in eonvoy. 

:\-h • next e.Jperience was fryiug 10 wash and sbowtr 
wit h ~ca w~tter. Some c.1f the comp:my had a good time 
on det:.k during: the day, It was a good pince to play 
cards an<I smoke. \ \/hen we nrl'ivtd in M nrstille.s, 
France, th<· shir.> anchored in dcc-p water and we we re 
t-akto o ff iu lil<' rs to shultl<: from .shi1• lo duck. T hen we 
were loaded on true.ks and ta.kc1\ to a bafd hill \\' here we 
er-e.<".fe.d ot1r· pu p t t ,nts. This area was for s iaging new 
arrivnls. ltw:t:r. known as DBS or Calas. 

Our m•xl t-.xp(•d1:t1c(• uas to tbe µortu blc shc1wen; ll) 
d.isrobe aod scrub. The clothes tb:11 we. received htld 
b een rctycltd from .some p rcvi(HJ$ unit that tht• luck-of­
tb N:lr a w did not mean astood i- fil :u mitht he dei.ircd. 

A pass to tht d ly cz.m e with nHher spt<ific 
instruct1ons and a couple of large p ills. Thtre was n 
USO b ut l did not enjoy thl~ vi!,it. T he W<'llthrr was b:td 

a nd the area Luroed ior.o a mud hole. It was nctcssa.ry 
to pile up n levee co kctp the ilo(l(l out. It ~ot cold M 
n ight. After seeing somt train in£ fi lms it·was time to go 
toward the action. Wt saw a lot o f desh·oyed Genu:10 
equ.ipment. th:11 had fa llen to action t.aktn hy th0se 
fj(•hling units that flroL'.e<:dtd us. \Y(' bad 10 ltih ·t SOmt.­
te~t pegs bebjod as tlley w(•r<.' frozen in the mud. On 1be 
trip we~tayed o.,ernight :tta tamp I hat was maiut~lined 
fo r troops urnving to t11e w:tr zooe. True.ks wUJ never 
rcplace.Gre.yhound buses 8.$ a rid<; to enjoy! . 

U1>0n arriving in Sar~ucmine!i, f+' rance in 

preJ)aration for ta.king ou the Ora~oos Teel b, we 
oecu1>ied houses that had bee11 rt.q ul~it16nN1 from lhc 
dtizens. Prom there, then: were pntrols to be htlpcd 
:u;.m~~ the S:u1r :md J oist r h•C'rs a.s the Germans 
defenses were to be tested. One ni,::IH my itssisfan l 
squml lcatfor lOuk a bullet through his rnnk patch (10 
one of his arms. He ,,a~ a b le to silly on duty. l \vo other 
pri,;•ates FageHy and Roberl Carp from Te:ca.s, had 
more setious wounds and e\~enlu.\ll).' were hos11it.afr1.ed 
iu ffoi;.l :md. T h~ r.nenticmed Purple Heart nssistnnt 
squad l('ader was Roy Case)' ofl>or~et, Vermont, w hn~e 
wife is ~1 member of the Blood and Fi.r('. 

We put a pontoon bridge in p lace for t11e iufaulr)' 
befort we 101.,ukd 111> with explosives for the assault. 
John Oeosfo.yi a. narive. fro,n Oregon nnd on<: nf my ~ite 
members from the 8 re111merlon days, wa.s killed. I hnc 
a close-up pictun! of my squad whe,·e we weu( inlo lhC 
Si~fril~d. A,::ain, Ute a.rmy did some t>re--plaonlog and 
m:.lde a sign p rodi:i.iruing to all that 1,:1ssage wa.s m:Hle 
possible by the lUood nnd f+'irc 63" Oivisioo loud and 
c h·:tt! 

from ther<- and moving loward victory, we 
t).ptriencc:,1 a Int of the fi eld condidons that G<'neral 
Tiibbs said in training at Van Dorn wen~ nec:essarr for 
be.ing suc.cessfol in batOl\ 01.·..spill' the " g,rumbling" it 
1>ro,·ed llim right. Long cold n ights in fo"x: hole,~ were 
vcrv uneomfnrt:,hle! 

i \\:'lS ,;trant<.·d a 8ronu Med a l for remova l of a r oad 
blo<'k one ni~ht A uoth<'r time it Ml to the e nc ineers to 
destroy a tall factory smoke s tack thnt the Ge.rmQns 
were using as a n aiming $lake to improve. the :lC-~uracy 
nf th('.ir h('.:lVY fi rt.arn,s. T h.:- JCtttnd of their multi­
ban eled rocket barrai:,es a nd moriui;: Pauzl'r tanks 
were dt:dgoed to be unsettling. It "'as good to SN' t he 
Air Forte fighter planes in command ofthesk:ies. 

" '<' came to a place where the a rea b etween the laoes 
of the Auto Babu b.ld bteu pa,·t d :tud painted g rc:en to 
louk like gr ass to 11ro,·ide for the take off and landing of 
thelr Mtss<'rschmidtt fighters. The plane:$ were p:ir.kcd 
in pine fores ts b ut the US p la nes bad strafod th<'m mto 
j unk. ' rhe Germa ns liked the hi1V1 ~rou nd. One place 
w(• slaye.d was Altes I.ager, a 001:-ttme ca\'alry c.an1p. 
\Vhcn the.y \fCrc rising, In power they treated 

••• <01Jtf.~ °" pal$ l l 
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tlteroseh·esweU. 

We moved ioto tbe Nt:idl~rstaHin Castle, which bad 
an c.ndoscd cou rtyard. The rooms bad built in h eat that 
in normal Hmeswould have been tended by help in the 
b~Uways. There were pt·Opl<• in an attached hnilrling 
who prnhahly bad owntrsbip before we arrived. 

I came upon a real bathtu b wilh an cfodrical wate.r 
tank and tl'tatcd myself to s lcisorC'lf bnth _probably too 
botwhieb produced light hc-adedne.ss.Aform of shoc;k. 

1 had koown uotbi.u~ of Vice President Harr y 
l'ruman unttl Franklin D. Roc.>SE.!\'elt died. The war 
moved rather quickl~• to a f~vorable. conclusloll :1od we 
became an ~1rmy of occo1>ation and added up (1ur points 
lo dNrnuiue if Wt could e:tpect to return honH· or be 
prepared ford uty in tbe Orient. 

As rumor." flew, we: were told tbnt we might be 
wearing tht I 'tias 36"' Dhision T P:1tch or the 100 .. 
Division, After a sud deo coUapse or .Japan. the plans 
were ch:rngcd. T h ose with the most pol.nts would get on 
priclrity. I bud three year~ statesirle at a point a month 
plus out of theconnh-ytime at two points a month. 

1 was on a detail that rccci\·('d weapons for sfor!'lge in 
a town wh en~ there was a factory that ru:.1dt small 
elcctrk trains. I bought one and ~ent it home. One. or 
ou r sous bas it and it still works. 

At .Bad Mergenlheim ,u· were euu-rtai.ued by the 
t.-oop who toured as the cowp:.1ny tbat put on tbc 
"Carmen Show." We were tlll;O tntcrtaincd by the 
Conn Brothers ";th a boxin~ exhibidon. I had an 
opporbuaily for R&R lcavt to 1•aris but did not go. 
l=JO"'t,·cr, T dtd go to Brussels and I baYe a soun•uir 
statue of one of their famoul; ~ta Lu es. T we.nt to N~u1cv 
for a few days and al.so had lt,"tve at Marseilles wher~ 
tbe hotel h~~d it bird C:ilge elevator. I also tcmrtd a 
perfume fac.tory t\tAix .• We were told that the casinos at 
Monaco were off~limits so don't try that, Btiog no 
r:.:im.blerat a ll, theyn·asfC"d that ad\ise on me. 

T he tr:tvd to the Ri"'iera was by as cargo plane with 
se.ating against the walls in lhc hold. Sure be,u the 
:lr my's 6~6's. As we new over the Alps it was a new 
thrill. T1 se<'·me<t likt one could a lmost touch tl,c 
bc:rntfful peaks. 

One.of the duties w.is to tide shot guu ou a tr:ilin load 
of refuges being t:ikcn to Lin~,, Auslt'in. We stopped 
short of the bord('r to let them walk past the r.hcck 
poiuts b<•cause the Russians would ban.· kept th(• train. 

.1-\.nother we1:1.1orablc cxpcrituce was seeing the farm 
wagon~ pulled by mnybc :in oJd horse or an ox. T l.I(' 
farm bands weN' mostly women wh o would {1h)'Skally 
drai-: the iugon aside to let traffic pus. 1\1:rny waj!ons 
bad band applitd brake~. Both Crout and back.~boyof 
the motor ,·chicles had wood burner g::is suJ)pl.ies to 

produc\' fut1. A he:wy truck " 'ilh (ht: mc:ehanism in 
the cargo box would lose their abiJjt)' to make fut:1 on a 
dov.n grade and then h;h·t lo r<'kiudl<' b<'fore 
proct<'ding. They car ric·d wood blocks in burlap bags 
as fue l.A bus mi,2ht haw the meehanism on a tTailer. 

Wht'n the happy day a1Ti\'cd to bo:,rd a ship for 
bon.i~ we wer e- ru:m:hcd aboard th<' Cody Victol'y. l\'ly 
duty there was to manage trnffic in the mess haJI that 
had dining £nglish style with no seating. Tables were 
high and one stood to eat. T h ntwas <'-MY duty and l did 
uotsulfer motion sick11c~s. 

A(ttr hefng back on US soi.I, we were taken to Caw1> 
Kilmer and then I went to lndianHHu1 Gap1 

_Penns;tl\'ania for a mustcrin~ oot. A smooth talking 
rL-cruitcre(un'inced me co enlist in tbe Inactive Reserve 
to kee.p my r.:1.nk. and be :1 good patriot The rl-si o f the 
trip home wa~ on my own on the Pemisyh·:.tnia 
rail road. 

I was lrnppy to he rcunil<'d with Vi aud our fa01ilies . 
At that point I \,eot to work ::is a mechanic for a friend 
of longstancting. 

In 1948, we wen• at my 1>al'('mS home :inrl t hl'srd 
\\'alh:.·r W iutht U r'epOJ't on the .Balfonr agrccmc·nt and 
he obs<'ro'ed that the seed of World \Var Ill h:1cl just 
bcc:n phrntcd. 'l'hac did not make my day as 1 w:1s 5ti1J 
on myrtsen-·e('nlistmcnt. 

Colonel Tucker ... 
, C,)tWniVlf jhwt ~~ 5 

back we went. looking for the break. 
Hey, now, Jerry is look.in:;: down our backs when wc 

got to the edge of the field so we called the swikhboard 
and all " 'as nnc thc·rc. But, we still couid o't gel th.rough 
to the company, so hack to t he otb('r sid<' we. went 1.rnd 
nc,w, ,ecould i::,et the company but uott beswitchhoa rd! 
~\'e let the wiJ'e run through our hands and finely, oul in 
the widdle c,f the field. we fou nd wbtre a bullet had 
gon(\ hetwet.o Che wires and cut t:he line. Thim it didn't 
t:.1kc long to fi'( the prohlcm. 

O.:.od (Smithy) and r. carl'i t•rl the phone and strung 
t be wire for Colone-I Tu<'ktr on every att:ick io the 
Colmar Pocket and to Arnrnc.ke1·, then we wert~ split up 
a.od e--.tcb was given ::1 crew. 1 w·eut l\'itb. '1\1cker to 
F.nshcim, aod th<'n we ,wre b:1ck together trntil arter 
theSiegfritd. 

While we were at Armucktr, Smitbv aod I went on a 
looting tour. Smithy found a Gcrma~ fla~ and tore a 
picc.c o f rt'tl out of i t to make a scarf. l wa.sn' t to bC" ll·ft 
out,sol got a red papa l s.c.arffrom H cburtb and uowwe 
looked like a pair of Boy Seoul$! \~1beu we goL bac,k, it 
was ehow rime~ so we got our mess kils and wht.n we got 
in linl'. guess who wa!i thtrt? You ~ut.sst.d ir, no one h ut 

••. ,. ¢¢,<.llni.<:if t).olpd,C / } 
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As I look bnck upon my World War U combat 
tl'.p-t.•ricnn-s, l somNimcs wonder whether t didn't 
dream the whole thin!? u.p. (hat perl1aps H1<:st tvcub 
w~re simply the result of a dreadful. hazily 
rtmc:mhtrccl nightmart. Rul my shuUcrM left leg and 
the partially mlsstng fingers of my right hand are 
cvid tuc:ttlml thisw11s 11ll too n.'al au cvtul. 

1 was born in Brooklyn 1n 1925 2nd r11lscd In a 
tyt,ical, multi-eth nic ncighhorhood. l sang and playc.d 
drums in high school, and my goal In life was to bttome 
a profes.sional mu5ician. There was nothing es1>ecially 
tliffenml about me - just another 1.1eighborhood kid, 
nnd like. the other kids. T -was mostly urH1war~ of world 
e,•enrs. J knew who Adolph IliUtr ,-.·as, a.nd that he­
dido't like Jews, bnt my kuowled~e went no further 
than that. In lhose days. a oei~hborb.ood (at least the 
onts in New York) was mucl1 more Insulated than It Js 
today; it was not unusmil for a person to SJ>t.nd his 
entire life there ,•.-ithout e,•er lea,·ing it. 

Upon 1uy graduation t'rom high schc,ol in ,June 1943, 
J wns drafted into the army. I was senl 10 Camp Uplon, 
on Long Island, fol' :'.I d:'.I)' or so, rhcn shipped to C11mp 
\Voltcrs, 'fens fur husic training. While there, I p layed 
druu,.s itt n 111ilitt1ry b .tud tis a mc1111.s ()f kt>tpiug a hand 
(or two) in music. I wou.ld have been perfectly bllppy to 
cc,ntinue this fo r the rt.-st of the war. But this was not to 
lu:-1 as I wns transfcrrc:d yc:t- again, this- time to Camp 
V:ln Dorn in )lississippi. for t.om b11t t-.raiuiug. It was 
het't. that J was placcd tn Cotnpany F.1 254. Regimcnt of 
the 631'4 I nf:tntry Uh·ision, my final address. so to SJ>eak. 

!\fissLsSif·•pi " 'OS unlike. any other placl.' T IH1d been to 
- the d:.1.rk.sidc oftbe moon see.me.d more fnmfllarto me., 
ltwa:m 't judthe hot, humid climate tbatwas di:fftrtnt, 
b ut the social di mate as wel.l. I w:u unprepared for the 
rigid dt-g_n:c. of rwcfa1 scgn:gaLiou I hnd ~ncounttred. I 
had gotten :a taste oflt c:nUcr in Texas. but it was worse 
In Mlsrustppi. Tun barely imagine what "''cut through 
the minds of those. Northern Blac.lu \~ho found 
themseJves victims of American ApartbeJd at its most 
appalling. In retrospect, what was equaling appalling 
was the. fact thot, ot the dme, It didn't bother me at all. T 
wa$ eighteen years old and <'OU1dn' i be bothered with 
such trivi:dities. 

Upon finishing combat tr aJJli11g. my regiment w.-is 
-sent to New York where-, on No,,ember 15, 1944 
(Thanksgiving Day), we sailed to France1 arriving in 
MarseillH cm Decembers• . T he Battle of the .Bulge 
btgau ul,,,ut a wt-tk later, but J was not a part or that. It 
was oot until early the next year Chat J saw combat for 

· the first time. It was m uch diffc.r~ntthan portrayed in 
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tht' mo-vie-s. For Ont' thing. it wali far more chaotic than 
the well-cboreoeraphtd battles p roductd by 
Hollywood. Everybody was dmply trying to stay alive. 
lncludlog me. There we.re. no phony heroics or 
recitations of the Gettysburi Addrtss or any iur:h 
silliness. \Ve were seared and cold, and we c.ouldo't "''ait 
fo r the war Co end. The main goal - the only goat - was 
sur-vi~•al. 

As the wa.r progressed and tbt Allies moved toward 
Gt-.rmany in lhr t priu,: of 1945, the 63" Oh·ision wa» 
•tt•mptlng to fight Its way througb the Siegfried Linc. 
Early on th<' morning ()f t\·tanh tG" -St. Patrick's Oay 
-1 found myselfpart of a squad of men detailed tu enter 
the Siegfried Lloe through a maze of trcnch<'s near the 
town of .Tc.bsheim, Germany. We succeeded in 
destroying the first pillbo.t by slinging hand grenade.s, 
wbich we threw Into the tll<'Dl)' gun artas. Moving 
through the trenches to reach our second pillbox, we 
were ambushed from the rear by Germans who flung 
their own hand g:renadH into the area we occupied. 
Several or my coOlrades wtre. inna11tly blown to bits by 
tht explosions. Alth ough J was successful in thro""~lni 
a way sc,·tral of th<'Se Incoming grtnades, one of them 
blew up close to my hand, causing damage co my right 
forearm. There was also loss of hearing to my lert ear as 
...,·eU a.ssbrapnt'I in mytyet. 

In a seml~consdous state, J applied my belt 1u a 
tourniq uet around ml· arm to preve.nt my blttdinJ: to 
death. 1 recall being dragged by some ~rmans into 
concrete fortifications and placed (m * metal btd. I Wil.8 
one of Chree sun1h·ors the Germans took as bostagts tn 
fear of thtir li'ves (they we.re probably aware of the 
massacre of unarmed Americans at Matmedy, during 
the Battle of tbe Bulge, and ptrbaps ~·trt. looking for 
some form ofllfe insurance), lo an)' case,sbortly after I 
was taken prisoner, J destroyed my dog tags to prevent 
the Germans from learnjna: I wu Je\\1sb - I worrltd 
they would kill me if they saw the ·•a" on my dog tags 
(H for Hebrtm'). Looking back, it surprised me. tbll.t I 
had the presence of mind to do this, g1i.·cn the fact that I 
was only scmi-ccms-eious. 

I don't redltmbtr bow Ion.a ( remained their 
1>rl.soner in the pillbox. J do know tbatl was freed tUber 
Che next day, or perhaps two daY5 later, by the 
remaining members of my company, Immediately 
transftrrtd by stretcher to the near-e~t aid station and 
R,tven last rights by a prie!lt who was unaware of n1y 
religious afntiatioo. l was tbtn plnctd on an operating 
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table, still not fulJy COl:l,SCious of whatwa_,: happening. 

The surgeons managed to stop the hemorrhaae btfore I 
bled to d('!lf.h. T was substquendy WOH?d to an army 
general ho:,;pital in Y.unce for a few day5, then 
transferred to a bospilat in £ngt.nd for about a month. 

It tt·as here that l was ph1.c-td in a body ca.rt to be 
shipped back to Fort Dir, New Jtrsey, at which point 
the body cau was rtmoveid and some of the shrapnel 
l<)dged in sensitive parts of my body wa., taken out by 
su:rgcons. 1n an effort to u.ve my tnjure-d left le2, 
suri;:kal bone grafting was tater ptrforn,ed at Valley 
Forge Genera.I R:ospital In Pennsylvania. They also 
worked on the partially amputattd fingers ofmy right 
hand, trying to salvage what wu left of them. The-leg 
ff•as ultimately saved, and J spenttbe next two years in 

The foUot41/ng deaths >t·~re reported 11fler (1,e November 
issue was printed. Pka.se norify the s".retary wlren you 
/tear of /he death of" p1.•nnnfrnm /he 63rd. 

Robert C11rey, 1253, died November 25, 2006. He 
lil1ed al 387 Buslltton Pike, Cburc.hi.U, P A 18966. 
Kenneth L. Chas<, AT 253, died September 3,2006. Re 
lj"·ed ::.t 11 Sam St., Winslow, 1\1.E 04901. 

DarrtU Daugherty - K 255, died December 1. 2006. 
ff lJ w1fc Marjtan-t lives a1 707 Cottage.Adel, IA 50003-
2111. 

[rnt11t J. OeCelleSt Eng 263, died :ranua.ry 8, 2-006. 
No other information is available. 

.Richard E.Hunttr, Band, die<l January 23, 2006. No 
othf:r information is available. 

Leamon J. Harvey, CN 254, died Dectmber9, 2006. 
His wtfr ViJ·ginla Ii-res at 3704 S. Camella Ave., Sioux 
falb,SDS7110. 

F. Paul Hu.seman, D 2S;1, died January U,.2006. His 
wife Anne mo\-·ed and left no forw.rdfng addttsi. 
Richard F. Herdman, MED 253, died Oc:L 26, 2006. lfo 
Uv ed with bis dll.ugh1er811r-baca Cramer at 429County 
0]gh,.••y 143, North<ilfo, N't' 12134. 

Wesley S. Heimer,A2S4, died Jan, 201 2007. Heli .. ·ed 
at 134 ColoniaJ An., Norri.sto~·a. PA 19403. 

Frank lzell, C R-61, died J anuary 231 2007. His wife 
Kathryn lh·es at 3S39 Wright Road, ·sox 6, Port Payne~ 
AL3S968. 

reha:bilitatiouat VaJley Forge. 
AUl tvt.'rwanted to d<> in life was singsongs and play 

drums. but every time I looked at my waoglOO. right 
band and equally mangled lei,?, J, a would-be mn.skfa:n, 
btcame deeply deprtss<•d. T here wert days, during my 
rehabilitation, wheo l serio usly questioned the 
practicality of my returning to music. But

1 
I somehow 

stuck it out and compJctcd the 1·ebabilitadon process. 
1n. this re2ard, I was beJprd immensely by the doctors. 
who were able to piece things together to a degree such 
that 1 was able to pursue a career in music, I was even 
able to play the. drums, though I could not bend ffi)' left 
leg. Stlll l was doin2 what I wanted to do, a.nd for that I 
w11J always be grateful. 

Robtrt lf_. Joseph Sr, HQ 2S31 died Octobel' 30, 
2006. Ht li\1ed at 255 Possum Pl\rk R.o:1d1 Rm. 2200, 
Newark, OF.. 19711-6146. 

,James L}'ke, M 255, d ied )farcl1 2.006. His wife. 
M1:1rjorie Uves at 1.014 E Church,,·ell A..-e., Koox,1nc, 
TN 37917. 

Francis Mo:rin, Assodale member, died in 2004. ms 
wife June U,·cs at 24 'HirthwOOd Terrace. Bris-tol, CT. 
06010-9]26. 

Charlts A. '"1ars( h, HQ 2.S3. died Febnuary 6, 2006. 
Ile lived al RcbobotbBay, Rehoboth Bt-ach,OE 19977. 

Robert F. Nc~1on, C 255, died Dec.ember 2005. ffis 
wile June lives llt 26U9 S\V Pi.oe Lod:;:e Rd., Camp 
Sherman, OR 97730. 

Rev. Ccorge Pferd«-0rt, SY 2-54, died Dc,c. 4,2006. 
Ris "ife Lillian Uve.s a t 221-13 Crotkcr Lane, Bel Afr, 
~ID210J4. 

Hal.key K. Ross, 'FIQ 63, died December 23, 2006. He 
lived at8649 L-On1.sTri., Trln ity.FL34655. 

Harry C . Roun-, ORD 763. died December .11., 2006. 
His wifo Frances lfr<-s: at 801 W. Martin St .. Abingdon, 
D, 61410•1401. 

Durehy J, Shoat~, "I, 253, died October 19, 2006. Hb1 
wifeAgncs lives at PO 8ox336,Jennings, LA 70546. 

Theodore Soderbaek. 8. 253, died Manb 2004. No 
further information was anilable, 
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I started out as a scared 
infantryman and learned to survive 

• by Robtrt [J.. AtHl<nfJn • 8 255 

On tbe morning of the April 28, we wcrt up before 
dllwn a1,tain. Company O wa, sent b)' t ruck to check oul 
n town In the high cou ntry. The truek currying fhc 2nd 
Platoon followi:·d a nHtll th:tl took us up info the. clouds. 
We wtr<· tra,•t ling very slowly and finally came out into 
bright sunshine. Tn the diuantt ,vt could $CC other 
mountain ptidts r ising :,bou( thc.tJouds. 

The ,tillage we had to <;h«:k w:is in the dimrnce and 
tht: road was .(I arrow and \'t.ry cLtfV)', ·we :tppro~chcd a 
rnvcnd bridge and the d rinr slom:d down, but 
continued on through it The bridge was creaking nnd 
groaning but we made it fhrougb. ,ve 1i.na0y n:acbcd 
our destination und as we went through the town the 
dtb.cns greeted us \\1th blank sr:aa·es. T goc-ss th.::y wen~ 
sboc.kc•d h> $C-C such a youn~ ~r(lup or :11oldfrn.. We- we-rt 
mostlyeiJ,?hteen and nineteen year olds. 

We checked out the town, and finding nothin~~ we 
l'eturned to our Battalion. We were now at the LeC'b 
"Rinr. All rhe bridges over the ri,·er had been 
destroyed. Company A h:1d disco,·ered a bydroelcetric 
dam and had gone through it aml ~ecun:d the area 01.1 
the other side-. Ccnnp:rny B wa~ sent ll1rough next l 
remtLubtr the.txperic·nce:. Tilt. turbine-$ were humminc 
and it was very clean. It had beell operared by a ~rou p 
of Hung'11'iAn soldier-s. I exited the tunnel lea.ding fmm 
the dam aud saw a la rge uroup of liu ug:tl'i::tu soldiers. 
' they had j ust hr,cm freed from n p rison c:.im1, •ffl1ere 
they had been held wbeo they were uot nwniog: tbe 
phmt. Thf:y m uU hue been treated well a.s t hey looked 
to be in gAf.KI htilllh. 

Later that day wc cntere-il a forest as we be:uled in 
the d irtC'lfon of Landsber:;:. ~ty .;qund wns followin~ a 
road through the woods when my first scout modoned 
f() r me to catch up. He 1u>i.nted out some wol'emeut in 
the tn:cs :1head. We d iscovered it was me.o in striped 
c.lothiog. We advanced and came to ::i barbed nlrc feuce 
:tnd an open gate. We discovered that this was a prison 
\\' Ork camp that was a hranch o f nachau 
Com:-.cntrntion C :uup. A.s we wcnl insid l', we could see 
th:tt the people were human skeletons. Th e- men we had 
seen in the woods had r u n off as soon as rbc Germans 
bad left_ .Most of tile outs ttrua iuing did n ot h.-.. ,,. (be 
.-nergy to le1'1ve. We thoo~ht we we.r-t help ing '\\'hen we 
gave our cbocol:lte bars and critC'kers to a few of them. 
Howl'vf: r, aftf:r be ing 5t:tn•ed, tbeil'stomacbs couldn't 

handle the food and II !iOOn came back u p. 
T ile Lt. radioed BaUatiou Ht,adquartcrs, \\'hen the 

n -st ri f the Pl:ttoon c:aught up with ns. He was ordered (O 
s tay there, but my squad continued our advance. ,ve 
w3lked t hrough miles of n oods where lbtrc '"us no 
nncterhrush. T he Ciem1ans must h~wt kept the 
pri~oi:i~rs b u5y .keeping it cle:,o, , ve reached :1.n 
ass(•rubly an•a near Lant.lsberi.: 11nd dug in.At chow tb:tt 
night~ we were cold chntwe had nntshecl our la.st t;ombat 
a!sigruneut. 

We were a JJAPPY bu:nth ou the 111<1rnin:;.: of thc 
April 29. We had survil't.d c,,en though at times it 
badu't .SCtillC·d p<>)Sible. l .slarted uut :1.s a sc::.ntl 
infantryman anct learnr.rl to snn,;ve. T he winttr bad 
been cold and :tt times t,he snow b:td been very deep. l 
le:etrucd ihc ground was my (ricnd :rnd th at keepi.n:; r.uy 
head down had h ecn go•·ul advice. I 111~0 h11d to feel 
<:onfidtnt tha t noLhing llOuld h:tppen to we. l bad beeo 
J:!h'en man~· danl,!.tmms 1u.si}!nntcn 1~, but lrnd gained a 
grc:.u dt-lll of expe.rientt from them. Wht.n I was asktd 
to be sq11ad le-:1der l took the .ii.ssignmtut k11owiug th:H 1 
wa1• now qualified to lend my men. 

The tou.g,hest part ofth:.lt position was starting: each 
day knowing that when l to.Id someone to do something 
tl1('.y c(mld gcthurtnr killed. 

Colonel Tucker ... 
~ .,';1,(,/ftom ~ 11 

Colon el Tuc.kcr. lfe. took one look tlt us t1nd st1id, 
"''Vhat the hl~II do ynu think t his is•? This is the Arm y, 
not the Doy Scouts." 

"Sir, we ai-e the n ~d v.ire teaw .. lbe bts( (l::uuu 
wlrtruen iu th<' Dh'isiout :sitid .\tr. Smith. Colonel 
Tucker n:s-ponded with, "Gu~s you :.lre right but they 
may be-. good targets. You can '"C:lr chem on the front to 
shnw the others up, but not ne:1r Headqu3rters." We 
did wear them until the c-nd of the war. ~ome of the rest 
of our tea ru found sowc rn wt•a r Nls<>. 

Fote Cole wilS \\Oundcd on the ~it.-g(n:ict. Smithy had 
a c r ew :tnd I h:td a crew as we crossed Germanyt.hasin~ 
the. Kr.tuts to the Danube. Smit.by, a low 1>ointcr1 left the 
outfit in .June. lie had rccei\>·ed the Silver Star and l had 
a Bronze Star. Neither of us hid been woundc-d. T lcfr 
the 254th the first of A11gu5c and went to the 36th. then 
c::tme homt with an Ach Ath outfit in No\'tmhcr. "f was 
di~charged in 1:i·ol't llougl3s on l)ecember3, 1945. 
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How I learned to drive 
by Mordecai Bouman 

I learned how to d r ive on a moun hlintop ne-ar .Ma rseilles. As th (• 255th n .. 'giment prepared to go to the '1 bt'ater 
of Optntlfons:, it bl1.Cam e :ippartnt that (he: nva il:, hle special servke dassiticatious would be s,iven to more senior 
men in tht company. "Seuiot" tUt1\11l men who were in tbearmy longcr. r had not bet11 i11 ibc outfit long enough {(> 
q uali fy for my role as 
eutc.rht.ino.urnt d irector 
ovcn.cas. One of n1.y friendly 
lh:ute1:1:rnts, a sp,:·dal scn1ice 
officer, (either Naddeo or 
Bond) offered me :i chance to 
stay with my outfit, futiug mt 
as ri tru<'k drin:r. I tived in 
New York all my life; my 
family did n' t need .:i.nd could 
not afford a car. 

Jt amused rue. l uc·vcr 
suspected that it was a rral 
dasslOcatfon , or that T would 
actually bt rcquirctl Lo drive. 
To be assii;:.ul~d to a different 
outfit me.ant J would lcavt> my 
friends, no one i.o tbe army 
wauttll to do that! Sot .i.grted 
to th t• classification: truck 
driver. 

It " us l>ccember. My outfil 
wai hivou:1ckcd on a rotky 
moun tain in the Murithuc Alp s OYerJookiogAixcn-Pnh·cnct. It was frtczin}!; no one could sleep. \\'(, were issued 
tents, but 1 rem('mbtr with no pleasllre 1but i( was impossible to hammer tht• woodco 1>eg$ hHO the roc k.. We 
budd ied in inadequate sleeping bags and su ffered fornjgb ts. wak ini: in su nshine to look longingly down at Ah:. 

J didn 't realize that I could not see iu 1be d:trk. When I was assigned n ij!ht guard duty. anoth('r' soldit'!r had to 
guide roe to my post J stayed there, "oil ftuard" fo r about four hours. \VhelJ my rcplaC<'mtnc a rri \'t!d J had to 
inform him that)' c,ouldo' t.fiocl my waybatk. S till anothcrsoldi('t'lmd to tOnJe :iud ~uidt: m<· h,1ck lo nJy outllt. 

Ooe mor ning an officer ealkrl me o, ·er <"tnd said: 1' ltcrc's you1.· truck. Drive. it." I admitted tbnt I did n ' t know 
how t() d rh·t. "Il'.s a IJig lil'ld, oothing's lo your n ay • .Ju~trlrin," th eser)!cant told me.1 grouud the ):cars. trying m 
sh ift. T heh'utk \H I.S l,ln abs()lnte m ystery to me. I d rove:around ill1d a round b ut nevcn eaUyj,?ot the hang()fit. 

T he tn1ck " ':U mine hc,wt-\'f: l'. ;rnd J bad to drh'c a \\'a rrant Officer as ht ,,b:itcd the h '()0 1>S. lit! could n't stand 
my driving and finally took overtb(' wlkl'l. ll was more dangerous to drirn with me t han face tht' enemr? 

After I had th e truc·k for St'Yt" l.':tl Wl'tks. the mo.inlcnam~ecrew told m(' l'o b ring it in for a cb(•ck UIJ. ' 'Oido' I you 
check the oil?" the machini!it asked we in bon·ur when he re:.11iltd th e oil ca~c was empty. 1 d id n't understa1Jd 1ht 
0rst tbing about cars. T hi'!)' tonk the rruck awa)' from m e. Tbe uc,.i.t chauffeu r, re:tlly nn (•,\l)Critnccd d r iver, 
cr·acked iLu J) ou nn icy road I.be first day ht tofJk it(tut. 

T he cold sfoepltss night.~, intdil)li.' army food, tile noise 11fthc plants o,•trhcad and lbeeannoos in tilt disl.llnet·, 
my al'my exper-iem:c wasn 't easy, bu( little dffftrcnt rr om my comrades'. O nt .scene io pa.rlicufar lhat has oot 
itppeared in any film 9hout tbat W:ll', as far as I know, is indelibly ff.ted in my mind.After wef'ks d ur ing which"'"' 
had not been ahlc to g1'.t out of our dothes, maybe not eveu our slml's, the a rmy constructed an c:nnrmnus tent in 
S:rnrburg, wilb a series of open hoL wa ter shnwers llnd bins of unifor ms. liuJldre-ds uf !iold iers lined up at one tnd) 
dropped thcirclothes. sbowtrtd. and picked up ck an (not nc:w) d(1thcs at the other end. 

Wheu lhc m ir in Europe w~s O\/Cr, the army was sending soldiers not yet e ligible fol' discbal",.:c to the PacJfk. I 
was sure tbal Ute ,Japanese co110kl would be over before 1 wns sent there, so I volunteered hi go to the e:-htc·r u 
front, h oping for u fu r lough first. I w;ts d<.•tcrm ined to t el IIOmt lo my famJJy Jo a hur·ry· nnd rt11snncd I would 
ne.ver be sent to Japan. I wnsn'I. 

After I o.rri'vcd at a replaccmen1 depot in Paris to wa it to bt shjpped home. the war w1th .ra,,,m was over. But 
instead of coming bom<', I was o.ssigncd to t be Biarrir.LAmcrk an 0 nivt.rsi1y (BAU) to work in ibt- entc rrntnrncnt 
seC'tion. I taueht sln~ing. J;a \•e several rechols and cnjoy,~d the wonderful French R est:.lu1·:i.uts. It W:lS an 
unexpected and pltasttnt cnding of m y war ex-ptrit-nce. 
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Not all transfers to the 63rd came from the infantry 

I read wiLb :.;real iuhm:.•.sl F.d\\ard Fowlt's ;i,ccouu( uf Ht..l<lqu.trhws 8,Htety. 
862 Picld Artillery Ba1aJJfon1s hisl.01·y. J::1.is account L'• well organi;ced by date and 
acliou. lt 2p1>ears to m e that he was mun: ''in the know' ' tho1n the HrinJ: b:tttt•rits, 
Not all oftlu: trnnsfors to thl:63rd c:1wt-from the infantry. 

I c.ame from an nnti aircraft arl"illery outfit. J.magine my surprise when I 
" 't ilt tbrc,ugh an :td\';rntt.d i.nfantry problem with u,•e ammunition! J..ater. 1 was 
assigned to (105) B:.tttef~• A in lbe fire d ire-ct ion center. T his wa$ at C amp Van 
Dorn. At the end of tra.ininr;, we were shipped to New York, when~ I rt:mcmbcr 
vividly p ulling guard duty in the pc>Urin,: rain . 

I 1:-:rn rtc.~llou the- tripon:rst.i1.s on the-M t Vernon, that one day wbell tbe$hip 
w.is rocking a bi t. the chow liu ewa.s shortt:r than mmnl. Sh.-l'pin}l: accommodation.s 
,,..ere a b it crowdl'd. Actually. J rcniv.:-d tbl• same ;t('<'<>mruod:ttfons on my r-tturn 
trip to thl' statcs. 

On our 11rs( ' 'ma,·cb order.'' J du~ 1be deepest foxhole 1 had e,·er dug.! could 
not cdl the diffel'eoce between incoming aod outgoing rounds - J thought that 
Saal'queruioes was a fine place to stay. since we were i::uartcrcd in :t h am with 
t)leotyofhar . 

\Vcc:dfod 81tby t<m•n th<' B:ib)' Ft1ctory (Avermacher) . .Sorntwhere about this 
tim~. wt. rail into a clock factory. We. too, particip:ttcd in free ing u 11 the liquor 
siluatioo. Oo one m:trch order, irnmcbody gaVl' me ;1 bottle that he said i:ontl\ined 
(,ider.1 took a good swig and almost chnked to death •Stbnapps!! 

We passt.-d lhrou:;.h the· Sig fri<'d Jin<'. :rnd wt bad :1 lo( of admiration fo r the 
in f~m lry in g<'tdng throu~h it. We. too, h ad a corporal wbo re«h·ed a battlefield 
t.ommissioo. Another 1>araUel e,·ent is that we went through a town with l''h ite 
shetts bangiog out the windows. We had fo turn bnck bl~c;1usc the infantry was 
ootthcrt lCt. That was near Lile end of the ,~ar. 

Batt<·ry A b;1d an infmiou of noncoms Crow the .Panama Canal ionc. i,o there 
was it r eal de:lr th of p l'owotfons in our outfi t. (None!) I spent two of my three 
ye-.. us in tbe army as a buck p r iva te. In the states I got more tlurn my faff share of 
KJ>! J got my std pcs aftc1· goini,: overseas. As a pd v11tc-, [ l1ad (he d istiJH'tion of 
hcinf,! in the antinircrnft a rtfllery~ ai r corps, infon tr)'1 and field a rtillery.As a buck 
.s<·r~eant in tl1est.n-icecommancl1 I worked in t he recru iting station in F'ranc.c. 

At tbjs ti01e. the low pointers were sent home to prcpart fo r th e i.u .. •asion of 
Japan. T he high pointcrll wtrt stn( bOme for discbarJZt. We middle pointe rs 

Willrm! Wlti:,1kr .stayed in l?.un,pc. ( came out of tht warwi1b the greacesl respect for the infaorry. 
My wife aod l now nside in a retircnwnt tom mu nity. We have·, on se"·era l occll.Sions, had dinner wit h :1 retirerl r.t. 
General! It i11 a small wc,rld. 

Celebration of life ... 
. less Ut"njamin \Villia1ns, F 254, d ied November 

1,2006. His "1fc-. Lllli:u1 lives nt 2800 Elnora St., Silver 
Spriui;:s. MO 20902. 

Frtd erick P. Wehc r, I. 253, d il~d l>eccmbcr 28, 2006. 
His wife Anna lives at 11069 Rfl\'tnwood Ct .• 
l'ickcringtcm, Ort 43147. 

DEATH OF SPOUSE 
• Tenny Eighmy, wJf(' of llow:.ttd Eigb.my.1254. died 

January 7. 2007. 1towa1·d lives at 6151 lnvernes11 Dr .• 

Hannin,::, CA.92220 . 
Cathr.rine Foster, \''i1fe of Glen Foster, A 253, died 

J uly lk, 2006. Cltu lives at 205 S. Boyutoo Road, 
Layton,UT. 

Jane Nellson, "ife of J>ooald Neilson, K 2551 died 
Augnd IO, 2006. l>on:tld livl"s a t 3520 W. State Rot1d 
238, Lake llutlcr. Pf,. 

" ... J/God !NJ loved us, we 011glu ab·,, to /01,'I! oue mwJJutr, .. 
- l.fohrl4:II 
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SHERATON TACOMA HOTEL, TACOMA , WA 

(253) 572-3200 or (888) 627-7044 

Fehmnry 2007 

The Sheraton Tacoma Hotel is located a1 1320 Broadway Pla2a, Taooma. WA 98402. It's located- in the heart of 
Tacoma between Mount Ralniar and Common.cement Bay, ad:acent to th& B;cenlennial PaviliOd'l, and just a short 
walk to the theatre district and specialty shopp!ng. also the scenic Tacoma wat&rfront is about a fifteen mir.ute watk 
from the hote-J, Too Sheraton Tacoma Hote-I has 319 rooms. Handicapped and non-srnoki ng rooms are subject to 
avafJatlHlt>•· Please requ&st these sp8<:ial accommodations when making yoor hotel reseNations. Each room 
features a con'ee maker, iron. ironi ng board, hairdryer. AM/FM aJarm doek, and oolor TV with cable channefs. 
Gu&sts may also enjoy the 24hr on-site fitness facility. gift shop, salon, and spa. Parking at the hotel is currently 
$8.00 ror overnight guests. Check-in is at 3:00 pm and check·out is al 12 noon. 

The Broadway Gr/II series breakfast and lunch featuring cuisine of the Pacific Northwest. Tho Altezzo Rlstorant'e 
servos dinner featuring au1hentic Italian cuisine with panoramic views of Commencement Bay and ML Rainier from 
the top of the hotel. 

The hotel does not provide ttansponatlon to and from U1e Sea• Tac A1rpor1. Once you"Ve retrieve::! your luggage from 
Baggage Claim, proceed to the Ground Transportation Booth on the 3111 floor of the parkfng g'3rage and arrange for 
transportation. The hotel SU'~gests usilg Capitol Aeroporter Shutbe Service. please con 800·962~3579 to make 
reservaiions and to receivo departure time Information. We suggest making advance reservations due to limited 
avail'3bility. Current~• rates af'e $25 per person one-v.1ay and S45 per persoo ro1,md~trip. Taxi ser,.rices are also 
available l:!t about $50 per taxi 011e.way. 

The hotel has limited space available fot guasts with RVs. If space is needed please contact Lisa Olsen at 253-591• 
4134. Shotild you require fuJ hook•up service, please call Majestic Manor RV Park at (800) 348-3144. Gig Harbor 
RV Resort at (253) 858-.8138. or KOA' SeatU8fracoma at (253) 872•8652. Ask for info1mation. re$8f'VatfCf'ls, and 
directions to detcmiine vlhich is best tor you. The paiks recommend reservations be made immediately due to 
limited space and avaUabili1_y. 

Should you need lo rent a wheelchair for th& reunion, ScootAround rents both manual and power wh.eelehairs by the 
day and wook. Please call th&!r toll-free number al (888) 441-7575. 

.......................................................... CVTHEREJ\NO MAIL TO THE HOTEL-•• .............. - .............................................. _ 
Vendors, Schedules, and Prices arc subject t.o change . 

63" INFANTRY DIVISION - HOTEL RESERVATIONS 
REUNION: AUGUST 7-1 2, 2007 

NAME. __________ _ _____ ________ _ _ _ _ _ ___ _ __ _ 

ADORESS _ _ _ ___ _________ _ _ _ _ _ _ _____ __ ZJP _ _ _ 

EMAILADDRESS (if a•,ailoble) _ _ _ _ ___ ______ TELEPHONE# ( 

ARRIVAL DATE TIME A MIPM OEP. DATE, _______ ___ _ - --- -- - - ~ ~ 

NUMBER OF ROOMS NEEDED _ ____ NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN EACH ROOM _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

SPECIAL REQUESTS: Wheelchair aoc:essible coom •. .,,.,,_..,,.Non.smoking rQ(llll. ----King B8d _ __ _ 
Two Double Beds ;::c==c. Bed types <1t8 not guaranteed 
RATE: S99 + 13.)( (currently 13.5%) Single/Double OOOJ.pancy. 
CUT OFF DATE: 07/05107. Reservation$ recei•JCd afler this dtlte v.ill be proccsse<t on a space avDilable Oasis, at U1e 
p<ew1i!in9 public rate. 
CANCELLATION POLICY: Deposit is refuM abfe if reservation is canceled by 6:00pm •n-f.: day prior to anM1I date. 
Reccfd your cancellation number. Call (253) 572•3200 01· (888) 627•7044 
GUARANTEE: Reservations must be guaranteed byercCit card or fi f$l rrght·s deposit <::ndosed. 

MC _ VISA_ AM, EXPRESS _ CARTE BLANCHE/DINERS _ DISCOVER_ 

CREDIT CARD NUMBER EXP. DATE 
SIGNATURE (rega,d~ss o"f_p_oym_ c_n~, m- e,~h-O<J"')______ __ ---- -

Mail to: Sharaton Tacoma Hotel. 1320 Broadway Plaza. Tacoma. WA 98402 Attn: Reservations 
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63'° INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION 
AUGUST 8-12, 2007 

SHERATON TACOMA, WA 

2:00pm - 7:00pm 

Wednesday, August 8 

Reunion Registration Open 
2:00pm -

7:00pm - 11 :00pm 

History Room open during the duration of the reunion 
Dinner on your own 
"Meet Your Buddies Reception" with cash bar, 
snacks, and soft listening music 

Thursdav. August 9 

12:30pm - 2:30pm Reunion Registration Open. Additional hours will 
be posted at the reunion, if necessary. 

3:00pm - 9:30pm TILLICUM VILLAGE (description follows) 
Meet your Buddies Ready Room open 

Frldav. August 10 

9:00am - 4:00pm FT. LEWIS & McCHORD AFB TOUR AND 
NECROLOGY (description follows) 

9:00am 

8:00am -
10:15am 
6:00pm -
7:00pm 

11:30am 

10:00am 
12:00pm 

7:00pm 
11:00pm 

Meet your Buddies Ready Room open 

Saturdav. August 11 

Women's Social 
to include a Continental Breakfast 
Board Meeting 
Men's Business Meeting 
Cash Bar Reception 
Banquet begins, followed by dancing 

Sundav. August 12 

Farewells and departures 
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TOUR DESCRIPTIONS 

TILLICUM VILLAGE 
Thursday, August 9 

February 2007 

Our adventure begins at Pier 56 on Seattle's waterfront, where you will board a boat for a narrated 
harbor cruise through Elliott Bay to Blake Island. Once there, enjoy clam appetizers before entering 
the great cedar longhouse for a delicious Native American style salmon feast with all of the 
accompaniments. While dining, be entertained by a magical stage presentation featuring Northwest 
Native American Culture. Afterwards, reboard the boat to return to Seattle, and then bad< to the 
hotel. 

3pm board bus, 9:30pm back at hotel 
S931Person includes bus, escort, cruise, and dinner. 

FT. LEWIS & McCHORD AFB TOUR AND NECROLOGY 
FrldaY, August 1 O 

The first stop will be the Fl. Lewis Chapel for a Memorial Service honoring the members of the 63 ,. 
lnfaniry Division. Then we will pid< up an escor t officer and enjoy a windshield tour of the Fort. This 
is a closed Post for I Corps, Ranger Battalion, and Special Forces. It is known as the best Mast Unit 
west of the Mississippi. Lunch will be at the American Lake Community Club. After lunch we will visit 
the training facility and meet some of the troops, as well as see some of the base's renowned static 
d fsplays. The group will then head to McChord Air Force Base for a driving tour before returning to 
the hotel. 

9:00am board bus, 4:00pm back at hotel 
$451Person Includes bus, guide, and lunch. 

DriVOf' and gw·d6 grotuitios artt not Included m too tout pri'ces. 
Please plan to bear the bus boerding area at lea.si fivtJ minc,t&s prior to thq schodukd time. 

Al! tt'(ps require a minimum of thirty people, unress oth6Mis& ~19UJd. 

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY FOR ARMED FORCES REUNIONS, INC. 
Fot etton000$ w noo!ing rwnion ai,"Crvitios priOf to 111¢ 001 off «ito. /vmOd F«cce RouniOr .e. rnc. (AFR) ellsll j:1'000S!: :l (ult (OfuOO lee~ 
the non-refvOOclt>lo AFR regi~iQn fe(! { $5 per pt;rSQn) , Ar.en~ cancel!ng reunion l'IC1Mti:es af':(!( the r.ut-ctt ~ate \\Ill bP. refun!'Se<l lo 
the follet;I •ll.l 9nl lh.it AFR's \11Jtd:1r ain•nill'IM.'flb: ;tiid gu::m~.n!&lttl will alew, I.ti"!< lhe not1-1efulld&hle AFA. t egi9ttati ()!i tee. 
Con<1olliltlons will only bo tall.on Mond:iy through Frfd;iy from 9 :00-arn unUI 5:00l)ffl EH tom Standatd TI mo, excludf.ng holld.aya . 
PJ8a$8 call (757) G25-G40l Clf email Cf!ll("~1@:i'ri.r,r,,m to w noe1 reunion l'l~ Mt;es t.in l'.i obl('lin 11 r.llntiel!l'llic,n 0000 Rehin<:1$ pux:essoo 4· 
G weeks af'ler ret.rion. Canoallng )'O'IJt ~el reservation does ntJI <;,:1ricol yow 1, union <1d ivit,'.c~ . 
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63rd Infantry Registration for the 59th Reunion 

August 8-1 2, 2007Tacoma, WA 
Listed be}()\\' o,o nit rog!Stfatien, tour. and meal coots fur the reuni().."l. Please enter how many 1JCOple wi I be participating in 
each 8\'enl and total the amount Serrd th3t ::imoo.nt p::iyab!O 10 ARMED FORCES REUNIONS, INC~ 1n the forM of Check or 
money <>rde1 (no credit cardi:. or phone ,eservations aocepted). Your cancelleCI check will setve as your confirmation. 
Returned checb w ill be charged a S2-0 fee. All registration form~ .,ind payments m ust be received by mall on o, t>oforo JULY 
10, 2007. After that date. reserviwons wl11 be accepted on a space available bas"S. We sugges1 '/OU r'!Wk{t a coc:,y of this 
form before m.}iling. Ploof.lo do oot sUiplo o, tape ;,our payment 10 this form. ,------------ -----. 
Armed Forces Reunions, Inc. 
PO Box 11327 

OFFICE USE ONLY 
Check # Date Received 

Norfolk, VA 23517 
ATTN: 63"' INFANTRY DIVISION 

Inputted ____ Nametag Comp!"e7te:cd,_--

$PER #OF TOTAL 
CUT OFF DATE: JULY 10 2007 PERSON PEOPLE 

Join us in Tacoma! Per 
REGISTRATION FOR 2006 REUNION S35.00 Reaislratioo $35.00 
WEDNES.DAY;-AU GUST 8 . .... .... .. ... .... ...... ... .. .. ... . .. ... .... 2:00pm - 7:00pm 
Reunion Renistration 
WEDNESDAY, AU GUST 8 . .. .. ..... .. .. .. .. ... ... . ... .. .. ....... , ... 7:00pm - 11:00pm # attending 
Meet your Bucklies1 Cash bar

1 
snacks. soft listening music FREE FREE 

THURSDAY , AUGUST 9 ................... 8:00am - 10:00am & 2:00pm - 2:20pm 
Reunion Re..9l_stration 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 9 .......... ............ .. .. .. ....... . ...... ... . .. 3:00pm -9:30pm 
Tinicum Villane Tour $93 $ 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 10, .. .. ... .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .. ......... ... .. .......... 9:00am - 4:0-0pm 

$45 Ft Lewis Tour and NecrofQ9y $ 
SATURDAY AUGUST 11 BOARD MEETING ................. B:OOam - 10:00am 
SATURDAY,AUGUST11 
MEN'S BUSINESS MEETING .................. ...... ........ ...... 10:15am - 12:00om 
SATURDAY , AUGUST 11 # attending 

~ OMEN__:_s SOCIAL l;,ci>,,"CJ,'r Com'w.mrd Brtickill-:t ;,rvi £ri:ot"A\ll"ll(;fl: •• 9:00am - 11 :3Dam FREE FREE 
SATURDAY (EVENING), AUGUST 11 
COCKTAIL PARTY CASH BAR ... .. . ..... .... .... .. ............. ..... 6:00pm - 7:00pm 
DINNER/DANCE (Assigned Se,i1ing) ......... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..... .. 7:00pm - 11:00pm 
Please choose your cntr6c for tho Saturday Banquet: . 

Ton Sirloin $36.00 s 
Chid(en Marsala $36.00 - s 
Children's Plate 1Chld<en Finaers and Frl0s1 lli,00 s 

GRANO TOTAL due to Ar m ed Forces Rcunions, lne. s 
NAMc_ _______________ _ ,NICt< NAM~ _______ UNIT/CO, ____ _ 

SPOUSE NAMo· ____ ___________ GUEST NAME$, ______________ _ 

STREET ADORES$, ___________________ FIR$TTl \1EATTENOE:E? ? YES ? NO 

CITY, ST. ZIP ---~----~~~- ------PH.NUMUER_-~>--·==:-­
MUST YOU BE LIFTED HYDRAULICALLY ONTO THE BUS WHILE SEATED I NYOUR WHEELCHAlR IN ORDER TO 
PARTICIPATE IN SUS TRIP$? '? YES ? NO (PLEASE NOTE THAT WE CANNOT GUARANTEE AVAILABILITY). 

EMERGENCY CONTACT _________________ PH.NUMBER (...__)_··----

CANCELLATION A.ND REFUND POLICY FOR ARMED FORCES REUNIONS, INC. 
For attencloes csncelng reunion 3 CIM tiOS l):l'!Of 10 tho ¢V:-off di.lie. MMd Forces Aeunons. tnc. (AFR) shel p1~ <1 3 fl.ii refund '8$$ the 
non-re.'oodabOe AI-R reglsttabOl'l fee ($5 per p!'l~n). A.t!Gn l;"-"8:s, canoe5ng reunion actlvlles atler the cuk)f1 d31.o w-:J t@ ' "'fundqd to the 
fvle~I extenl that AFR's ~ndo, eomrnilmel't!S a,'<! guu,::iMoL'$ wil .,ilk.,t1, 1%5 the nof"l-f'efunelaolo AFR reglatra!I01l rec. ~nc:ell:iti on s will 
only be- lak.en Monday through Friday from 9:003m u ntil 5 :00pm Ea,t~m Standard 'l'ime, exclu ding tiolidays. Pi~a ~ <"JIii (757) 62$--
6401 " email t-t1ncel@:afnrom to cancel rell'!IO!'I aciivit:es Md o!>ta'n 11 <-.. ,nooll:1lion (;l)(le, Refunds p:-ooessed 4-6 woo:<s aner r<iui.On. 
Ctltia!ling your hd$1 re$e,v;ition does not <:ancE-1 y::,ur reuttiOO 8¢tiviti:I~ 
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A word from your buddies ... 
' 

253 Jlcc,imcnt 
G.:tylord Betcher. K Comp$i.ny: " l .... ~s ret<•ll(ly 

:.twartled a eerti.ficate for 60 ,,tus yea~ of continuous 
membership in tht Amtricun L <:gic•m Post. r tun still 
hanjtiu~ iu thtrt • l will bt 89 yt ars old ou March 17. I 
still live oo (be farm :;iud then· arc 111) mtaJs oo whtds 
for me - only the good, home m:1de stuf t1 " He Uves in 
M G1'kj)[lll, MN. 

Carr•oll J . Rlar k, n Col)lp:rny sent rhis o.1essage: 
" \\'ell txctpt font sure knee. llut it is much better now. I 
think ,1fler about a wttk, ( wHI be going as usual 
again.•• Heli,·es in Sp:1rt:inburg.SC. 

· Alfred I'. (:iullo, (: Compan)': "I wa., very sorr-y ro 
hear abt>ut the p11s-sin,z of Kod H:ukus. We were go<1d 
friends :lnd be didn'1 lh 't. very far from mt. Uc was :t 
W(>t,tderfu.l persoo aod had a beautifuJ family." .Alfred 
li~cs In Fall R iver, t\fass. 

Claude Denison, A Com1>any wrote this: " I will be 
88 yt:-ar$ old on Pebruary 19, 2007. llorotby :rnd 1 bave 
btt'n 111:trricd 67 years and h:t\'C been relired 21 yl.':m;. I 
playgolfwhcn 1 can." T heylh·e.in Sigour ney, fowa. 

Mil'.h~el J. Cairo, L Co mpany, !.tilt this mtss:tie: " I 
went to ,1isil Eddie Zanski, w ho was in the 63rd 
Division. He and bis wife. :u•t . in the· Pl:,!Mitlt 
CororuUWty Nursing Howe. J::lc and 11uet oo board tht 
sh ip going to Germany. Tf unyone knows him plc:1sc, 
send Mm a card. We remaiJled friends ,,·ilb him and bis 
ramily aod bave a loog~goiogfrien dsbip. We ~o see hiru 
as mucb as possible." Michael :rnd Rose lh •e a t 23) S. 
Regent St., Port C hester, NY 10573. (Write to Mltl,ael 
JiJr alt address ffJr Eddie) 

Gerald A. Ceuss, L Company: "I was a replacement 
for 90th Dh·i!tiOu 357 Infantry Comp:rny G. I was 
trained in Van Dorn, .'.\tisslsslppl ht Scpte.mbcr and 
Octol,cr1, f 1943. l wasju'it 18 years old atth:tt time nnd 
I llm now 81 ye~rs old. Are thert any men srill alh·e 
from I. Company 2 53 Regiment, 1st .Platooo'! l wouJd 
likt• to hc:tr from them." Gcra.h.l and Su san l.h·e in 
Kingston, NY. 

.James A. Greg,g, I Comp:rny, and his wife Jon;1 sent 
Holiday G reetings to c ,·e ryone h1 the Association. and 
lo aU t'mr Sl'n•kcmeu amt women. Tlwy live in Bend, 
Oil. 

\Vllbur T. 8r:lithwoi1c, A Compan~•. wrote: "lt 
seems like all of u.s art showin~ ou r a,:te. I just had a 
succusfuJ heart sur~el'y. Probably lhe-pol'l:iou of every 
sen·iceweo's life remembered most ,fridly is the time 
~cr ving, c~pccially the c(11nhut t.r(1ops." He and .l:mc 
live in Manti, UT. 

Carl V. Andt rsou. £ Corupa.u~. cells u s: " Kil and J 
will .:elebr:.He ou r 60th nnnin•r~ary cm J une 28, 2007. 
Ou r gr:mdson and his wife, Amanda now live in 
Tnc:,1ma, Wnshington . I-low convenient for the rtunion 
in Augusll 'fhey have a lso p r tteofed us with our fil'Sl 
grt ul--graudchild . A hoy numcd \Villia ro Anderson 
Hobbs. Crear-grandma can hardly wait 10 gC't that little 
guy in hcr :tr ms! " 

Willi:rn1 ' f:tylor. UQ Com r,::my. wrote: " Missed tbe 
r eunion bec,au.se of sched ule cooJlicts and fas( m inul(i 
.sickntlt.S i11 r:1111ily. We are still lo J)rcU.y good be:llth ,,nd 
most of th<'. body po.rts O(><'rl'lle " 'ithin the- acceptable 
p:lin t.hreshold. 1 am stiU doi.uj:C airplane rtstorntion 
wor k a t the New J::u~audAir )luseum.six h ours a dity, 
h \ k c, a ~·eek. Jfopt to see y<m .ill aguio at tbt »ext 
r eunioo." BiJJ and Mnry Lou liY<' in M::inehest('r, CT. 

Roy 1-:. Sjoh lnd, Head Quar te rs C ompany : 
' 'ReeenOy celebrated 61 )'Cars to~cthcr. I 11pprcciated 
r emiodtl' to 1):1)' wy dues- I wouldn' I ,, an( lo mts~ any 
flloqd u11d F ire issues! 1 nm :tlwnys looking fo r namcs 
attad,cd to llQ Co., 3rd Bn, 25.,rd Hcg. W h:ttt vcr 
happened to a ll of th('m?" Roy aud E bi(• lh·c in 
1lC1yl.stC1n, MJ\. 

John C. 1-larth, n Com1,any, s:eot LhiS b rief note: "1 
b:we :, c.baoge of add ress. I still fo,<' with my Ytifo .Joann 
and help my nephew~ some- ";rh the fa rm work." 11e 
and J oann Jin in Hickley, .\1N. 

Gordon "S1.iorly ' ' My,:rs. HQ Compau)., ~eut this 
OH?!isace: "l w:1.s lo tbe hospital on my bircbd:1)' August 
17. I had to h:.h·t my C:1rofid ArLt ry opened up. I had 
the It.ft side done three years a~o - now l h:.n•e n 
ma tching pair! J:l.ad my gallbladder rtmo ,•ed ou 
Non-mbt-r 15th. ( don't wish tbaf pa.io on ;inyone! 
Ne,'('r expcl'ic1,e.ed pain like that in r-nf lif<:. All i.s we.II 
no,.,· and on the road to mending. nope to make tb.e 
Tacoma rtuu ion. Robert Carey, I 253, pas.scd away on 
Novelllber 25. 2006 afC('1' a vtr )' louj: illuc,.ss, ffi:-. wifo 
.Mur;;e ljves in Bolland, MI." Shorty and .Betty Uw: io 
Lcviuown, PA. 

Claude Mayfield : D Company, wrnh•: ''l am 84 
ye:in old and stiU JO p1-eHy ~ood hc:d(b. My wifo. Hazel, 
is 84 years old and :1.lso in good hta1tb." T hey Jh't. In 
lfarwk h Port, MA. 

H:irry E,. \1:1~·wcll, C:1onon Company: "I wOI be 94 
)'cnrs o ld in April. I still have (as they say) au rur 
mar lJles! I was once a four-~pc,rt atbJele but now I 
watch sport..~ the O hio State Ruekcyes rr om my home:. 
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A word from your buddies ... 

to" n of Columbus, OWo. 

254 Regiment 
F..dward L. McCr;1th, K-Company: "I aro geteing 

older and :1 liUI~ slower. Do enjoy the 01aga7,ine. Tt 1s 
bigger than ll 1u1mp hlet?11 He a ud bis wife, Janic<'. lh'e 
ioSL Lt'wis, )10. 

Robert T. Ziemkt, D Company s.c11t pictures fo r use 
in tbe RftmJ u11d Fire. l ie said : "Photography :rnd golf 
are mv hobbielJ. Rill Piuk aod Ray \\"ise arc my 
buddie°s." 8<1h lh·cs in McKeesport, PA. (Editors 11ute: 
pktures will br used n.-. Jpace ptrmils, in this l.~u.e aud 
the uext i!)·sue). 

Sal Ccnovu, C Cuinp.111y- sent thiJ J})e,ssage: "My 
good b uddy, Chinles (Ch uck) Rcnutr 1,as11cd away. 1-~e 
was in G Com pan)', 25411• \V('apoos Platooo.. lie 1s 
s-u rVi\'ed by his wife, Cllrol and fomlly. Chut~k i;1; fro!" 
Ob.io. I 'll miss hhu." Sal and Eclith live a t Frankhn 
S<1ua rc, NY. 

Rudy Lenc:inni1 F Company re1u., rts: " We had nur 
SStb weddin}! unnh·er.sary cm O(.tober 20. Hclly and 1 
h.an four sons. ten grnn dchildren and th rtc-and•:~-b.:df 
great•graodcbildrcu . We are doing well.'' Be :md nct1~ 
live in Dyer, lndlan:l. 

1-blrold K. l.aCossc, F Company1 is takiog 
advanrni:e of the tdi{or by using a l ittlt space io this 
column. Re is scml•rt-t i.red now and getting i,ilowc·r by 
the d ay! Re nnd Doona will be mar r ied 59 years on 
)larch J2. 1'hcv are. the. p:lrents of two SOJ).S and o ne 
daughter and· they have M C foster son. Their 
graodd 1ildre.u, including foster grandsons and a 
g r o.nddnughter-in-law ('Olll<'S to the f:trand !um of 
th irteen. Oneg·rnndson is io the :army stationed 10 I raq; 
ooe grandson is :'t ministe r and one grandson r e<:ently 
acccp ttd a JlO~ition M the ~cw F;nglnnd Coo.st:rvator y 
In .Boston. T ti.e" also h11r\1 C two great-grandsons ~rnd 
another great1ir:11.1dbaby is e:q>ec:tc:d in May. Anrt, 9 
foster granrtdaugh ttr will j oi.n th e family in ,luly •. 
Christmai b a heap of fun in th<' LaCosse ".lfousc- ol 
Confusion." 

Ben \Vyatt. FCompauy. had th i.s to say: " We had to 
caP<:'-t J the Kcnluc-ky reunion. I'm trJ1ng to rcmt-mb C"r 
this is the Golden years! At 81. l bit a re.\.., medic.al 
problems t hat had to be t:ikt.n care of. Evclyo aod I arc 
sorrv to b:.wc missed i t. Wt enj oy the re unions nnd 
meeting the- b unch we'Ye goth.-u to know. l ~un d oing: ok 
n ow and lookingforword to next year." 

Lt-wisS. Ger main, L Company wr<tte: "At my age, I 

s('ncl in on e year's due.,; at:, time! I am 91 yc:11-s old 
::iod tha t is:, long tim e!! Su re miss the +::onvc.otJoos. Say 
'Tii' to Ft-ed c;ljnCon an d Ws ...,ife. ' ' l ,ewis and Jonn lh•e 
in Mi Ubni.(', CA. 

Joseph 1' BiU" W. T homan. B Company sent this 
mcssai::,e: "l became 91 ye.a rs old ooScpte o:ibcr 13. 2006 
aud M aryelJen, my "Ue of 65 years, "111 be 9 1 OD 
OeceOlbt r 22, 2006. We h:nc fo u r +::hilch1en, ten 
grnndthildre.n :ind Lw o ~re.a t...gr:ludchildrcn. Our 
ht-:'1rb ha$ been good but is now 1.kcliuin.g. 1 have 
c bronic l(•ukemia and $h<· has cancer and is 1.!tklug 
du.-nw. We still live in our home and h:H·c lots offaruily 
ond fr ieod.s bcrl'. Best wislu:s fu any Company B 254-
dnffli-still o uc there?'' BiU snd Maryellen live in T ucson, 
AZ. 

Hcl'b Sebueidt·nnau. A Cnmpanr ,vrotc: " 1 hope 
you have room for wy wee m(•ssa$1,e - it i..<t less lhan JO 
words! C b~lrlolte still line d ances h\·icc :t week. New for 
us 'is h:;ni ng no tar, 011ly bus and laxi for shopping. $ he 
is Sl and I nm pasr 89. Write, _pk1'!se Hotshots!." Th(•y 
u•.-e at 1185 Wasb.iJ.1gto n S t .. Bath, ~n~ 045301837. 

.Joseph f . Matr alc. C Company, S(' ll l tbis_ brief 
m('-ssagc: ''80 ye.a.rs old - marrfod 52 ye.ars." lie a ud 
.f<:liz,:tbttb live in Caldv,cll,NJ. 

Alf L . CJ'Utchffold, I Company ,,•rote: "Wt eojoy th e 
m,, gazine \'cry ruuch a.s well as all the .History of the 
l)iYision. I am 81 yt:.:tr.s old lbis~ovembcr (2006) and in 
fa irl'v oood hc:alth. Have beeo batllinj: tye problems -
~ auCo':.1a - b ut \\' t think it is under control now." Alf 
~rnd l mu~cut live in Chu emort, OK. 

Sheldon Tuder. C.-111uon Comptln}\ asks rhi": ' ' As 
there 11r('. so rew · of u.s, wuuld ti be pouihlc to list 
01cmbers by company and reglment? I could ac.c,t--ss the 
inforni;Hioo on the interoet." 

Hugo Boeticber, B C ompany, wrote: "l wish Corine 
and T tould ntteod U:1c reun ion .oel.'.t snmmt r but we 
tnn' t travel t hat f::.r anr more. )leccin •d tbt Jllr>od am/ 
Fire last wet:k an d .saw whe.r<.' . .Maurice £,{dtl'sOu had 
passcll away last February. I'll sure: mis~ iny old bu ddy. 
We vlslted each o tbtt se,'era l t imes d uring the; 11lSL 60 
"'Vtars. Etch was a soldier's sold ier ; be had the res pc-ct of 
both the officers and the t rl listed mtlu. A si1lute to 
M aurice and a big hello to au my buddies." H ui:;o and 
Corine lh·e in Frohrua, .M(). 

Harold C:. Ht!lvin., A Cc.n:np:my. and Wand~l lin• itl 
Lawton. OK. Ht• is a m:ln of few ,fords! "Wanda and I 
j u.st <'<'IC-brated our 60H1 weddin g anniwrsary in J une 

2006." 
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O ctober 18. 2006. They ha,·c two $ODS, four 

g:randchildrc11 and (bur great-gr andcl1Udrc11. They live 
iu l,in:son.AL . Aword ••• 

li,dward Kareb1.~ki, :U Company, !lc.·nt tbe fo1Jow1ng 
mcssai:e: "Whe11 J lived on lht• souU. ~idt!' of Chicugo, a 
J;roup of us wolJld pile i.oto ozy car and we• ·would go fo 
MoroccooJ· Hobart, Indiana to t:>kk mm:hroorus! [dith 
and l just cclchr-attd our 6501 wedding aonh'cn:, ry in 
J un(' and we ju.st bec:une gre:l{-j!rcat~graudparents! 
We arc bolh doing: fine here. "Thc·y liveio King, wr. 

Ray W. Pekr.son, HQ Company, sent this messa.ge: 
1
'\\'e are botb doiugfint. Our htalth is i::oud :.1nd we are 

able to take e:an- ofourselves. I had son:i.e hernia ~pair 
surgtry aod rc·tove.ry has bee.u i:ood. We will celehr:uc 
our 60th Wedding a nnh·trs:tr:y on Moy 28, 2007. Have 
lost cont::ict ·with platouo membe~ exec-pr Jack Borer 
in Ohio :md AJ Bioko In M:1ryland. Appreciate all your 
:;i:ood work for the Ass0<iatinn." R~y ::ind ~Jerlene live 
in Ogden, Ul'JI h. 

Ernest KJimek, 0 Contpany :1t1d Mary li\'e in 
T.i\>·onh1, 1\1.icbjg:m. lfe W"r(ttc: "\\'to realty enjoyed the 
reunion in KentutkJthis year and hope to join you ntxt 
year. We b.;n-t fo rgotten the date irnd would apJ>rt.•ciate 
any inforrn11tio11 you t(iu ld se.nd us-.•·• (all r1tm1i,m 
h,ftJrmothm is in this issu e of the IJl.(,,:nf a11d fire) . 

'255 Rc;;imrnt 
Vint<·nt Tramuta., K Company: " I am almo~t 88 

.rc:,r.s old and havin,::: a tou~h time gelling 11round.1 am 
o diabelk and have trouble with my legs d u~ LO poor 
circuJ:uicm. I miss going to the rcuo.ions." He and 
,Jos1:1>hinc live in " 'est ll::lb)·lo11, N\'~ 

Robe.rt Williams, :r Company had this to .s:.iy : "J 
look forward I.(> tbe Blt,od amt Fire new look! Keep up 
the- good work. After the ""ar was ove.r, l was stnt to 
Bc·rlin a~ an l\'tP . .lsened seven )'tars and k ft th<• army 
:lS :l Sgt. lsl Class." Boh l i\'eS in C~m11> Hill, PA. 

Leonard J.. Kiauc, I, and BQ Comp,rni<>s, of 
Oakland, Califcirnfa wrote: "I om a re-tired i.od:d 
worker and 11111 85 yc.ars old. I am d isabled hy 
1·heu111:1toid ;)rthritis, :un single and dote on my nittc, 
two nephews and their families. r quit d riving due to 
poor vision :md bearing. ,Ju~t h:mJ?ing on and enjoying 
life one ll:t)' ul a time. Rl~trc-g:trds iuenryonc nryou." 

Vernnrd O. Ri~g.s. D Cu1111nrny: "lletired from the 
(»hw) Bank or Amer ica In f9AA. frtne and l ha\·e bet•n 
married 60 yeurs ns l)f ,h1ly 3, 2006. \Ve ba,•c hn, sons 
aud one dau~hter. Enjoy tbe.B/oqd il!Ul Fire.11 They li,•e 
i.o l\faysvilll·. ='IC. 

J:m1es- V. Rutbb urn, ·1 Company wrote: " India :md I 
art ~njoyfog reasonable heaHh. l ctlchr::ited my ~1st 
b(rll1day No,·cmber JO, 2006. E njoying our diildren 
nnd ~rundchilllreu very muc:.h.Always Jookiqg forward 
for th(' Blot>d tmd Fire to arri,·e. 'l'hauks foro lf vou do." 
Vero a.ud lndia lint in lfa:slcy, SC. · 

R<1bert Tilterlngrnn, K Compau)·, had this to say: 
' 'Lookfrl ;; forward to lhc 1·eonio11 io 2007 in Tacoma. 
T hat's right in my backyurd! My wire :rnd I a rc in i:ood 
health . I tau2ht scb1)0! for 35 Yl' :11'5 a nd then worktd 
with seniors iu my t-burt.h." Rob('rf and .Eileen Uvc- in 
S('-aftle. \VA. 

Joh.o.MeKcnna, M Cowp,u1y, wrote: ".lust talked w 
.Marjorie Lyke a short while a.go and s he- told rue tb~t 
.Jimmy (James Lyke) hnd passed aw:ty in M:1rcb. Hi..; 
dau~hter n:ts supposerl to let m e know but she forgot. 
Jim was a mtmhc;r of M 25S amJ bud b<•en in a n u rsine 
home lo Knoxville, TN." Jobo and Yoland :t li ve in 
Wythc\'ilJe, VA. 

George M. Silo\'kh, T Comp,1ny, h;id ,·ccy few words 
in h.is message•: "l re.membered! Still ooJy JR ~1e:lrS old, 
i;:oing on migh t 1>a trol behiud Gtrruan lines!" He lin-s 
i.uAJllance, O hio. 

l>:1sq\tale W. Cappiapouti, C Company, sent thi~ 
brit·f message: " l an, 89 years old :rnd JU)' w ife.and l art 
still i;:ood friends. " "Theylh-e in \\'ebster, ~IA. 

Allli 'fan~ 
ll:tll)h Warriner, 2S4 wrote:" After the w:,irendtd, I 

was r t--:1sstgn,·d constabulary duf)• iu Northern 
Germany. Returned to the USA in ~larch 1946. Re­
in listl'd in lb c US Arm y Air Corp iu 1947. Recci\'Cd 
metiic.11 dhcba.rge 1n M_:1rch 1948, J r etired from US 
National .Park Sorvice in 1984." He aod Anna live in 
Ranson, V/V. 

Med.Jt-t h 

Jobu .'\'eedfrnw. Sen •iC(' Company. se.ot lhi!. 
messa~i:: "l rttircd Mttr 30 y<•11r5 service wirh the 
Cbici1go Poliee Dl'pa1·1.tucnt l enjoy rcadini the Bft1od 
a1td Fire and wou ld llkt. to he~r frnm anyone v, ho 
sen•cd with me fn Scn:ict Company. 255th Jnrttntry. 
My addrtss i~ 162 Uummilll,!birdBlU Or., Orland P:wk. 
lL 60467. M)' ei:naiJ :u Jdress is jQI I ja\·6S,l4(iilaoJ.e.om 
Horn~ to b(';ar from somc:one .. " 

Lecile 0. Self, [IQ Cowpttny, wroLc that he and 
Louise <'<'lcbrll lc·d thelr65tb. wedding :Hl 11h·crsary 011 

8c.nj:tmin R .Butler Jr, A Comp,my 1iv1.~s nilh his 
wife, Dorothy. io Creenshoro1 NC. Jih message m is 
brief: "J auJ 95 year~ old :rnd walk lw<> milt.is a day." 

Joh.u }: Troy, 254 Regiment, wrott: "'fhrilltd when 
lreceivcc.ac.b t<lition oftbe.B/cUJd find Fire. Thanks a 
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lot :u,_d ku p up the good work.'' John .Uve.s in 
Atk,in~ontNlL 

Field ,\J•li.llu)'. 
H e-rbt>rt L. Cameron, 862, sent this roeS1>ag<:-: " l 

received the B/Qod and Fire ycst('rday and rcaUy 
enjoyed it. Doris and T are looking forn ard to th e 
convention iu Tacoma and hope t() ~ec c,·cryonc there 
in August, We are well :.md busy wost or the thne.'' 
J:ler b and Ooris lh'e in Yadkin ville,l\C. 

This outc c~m\t from £,dwurd Stolpa, 718: " We 
had our thjr rl grcnt-grnn dd:mgbter in August 200(,." 
He and Alice live in J\•tcq uon, \Vl. 

"Bud" Breed ing, 863rJ , lives i.n OkJahoma Cit~·. 
OK. 11.e wrote: "1 m,issed the 2006 reunioo and w ill 
prob a bly m iss il agiliu ill 2007. I lopefuUy, I' ll bl~ able 
to make the $r.cnc in 2008.1'hao..k you fo r everything 
you d e, to keep the 63rd spirit alive and "'ell. T couldn ' t 
have str \'Cd '"'ith a better bu nch of meo if I h11d hand­
pkked 'em." 

Ccr:d d J. Bun gert~ 7J 8th Couaprmy live.s in 
Morton Gron, llli~ois.· He sent t his brief mt ss:ige: 
"Any tbou~ t of a con"·ention in C hic.ago or 
Washington DC?" 

J:fead Quar,ers 
n ov .J. Rock wrote: " We IJolb :u•t iu bad health. I 

fa ll, e~·e~ in the house. r wns inj ured in the wnr aud 
have lots of problems with my health. But l nm 
th ankful to be 81. My wife, S ue-, and I ar(' on :.l lot of 
medication. We don't go p laces except tu tlu: doctors 
aod to cburt.b." Uc and Sue livei.n Ho<tgcnvillc, KY. 

Josep h T. Scales, 862, ab:o sent a b r ief me.~sage: 
"On November 2, 2006 Lourte and I bad our 64th 
veat s of marri:tae."Theylivc in F'anni11grto, NM. . . ' 

Q uarter 'M::tste.c 
.Jack. MayrSoho wrote: "\ \'t.' b:.=td a great trip to our 

N:, tiooaJ P:uk) out west for our 56th "'cddinR 
aunivenary on Ottobt r 8." Re a.o d Tobi lh·c iu 
Delray Beach, FL. 

SIG 
Harry J. Be,1ign:rni~ 253: "1 a.m mm 89 years nlti 

and semi-tttircd ns a Bank Oircctol'. 1 have no 
children bul have two sisters so hnve lots of ncpbcn s! 
l am iu relatively good health and hnvc a condo in 
Palm Beach , Florida.'' H:trry li,·es in Westmont, 
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Illinois . 

En,:i0-"-'1:li 
;\'leh in F... Rislt~·, C <..:otupany, nH1de this commc.nt : 

''I never sec anytb.io:; or nu)'On<· io tbe .Ht,,,,d and Firt­
from C Comp::my 308 Enginl.'.e.rs. Are they ~.u d ead!!" 
Mehi n li'\·t.$ in 'J\•d SI)> WA. 

Oonald J . L iptak, H & S Compan y, wrot.e: " I wr1s 
with the or iginal C~dre at Camp Hl!1nding, Florid~ :.l(lcl 
Cuw11 Van Ool'Jl iu ~·t ississippi. l worked in Rattnlion 
ITcodquartcn £or c~\_l;> t. l:L:1rry Win . who n as our 
lotelligcnce Officer .. S-2. After tr a ining pcl'iod was 
o\'er. l ,\'as sent to Cami> Beale, C:diforniu for a shurt 
tillle :11.1d then st-ut out to the i>:l'.O. os a rtplnccroent" 
Dun U"t ) ill Streator, Wiuois. 

A~s_gci;itc Mflnher 
Ginny Sokolowski srut this: note: " My h usband, 

Jo~cph, RQ 254, d.ied on April lS, 2006. We were 
w::irried for 57 y<'ars. \.Vhilc he was well nnd able to 
rrnvcl~ ht Jovetl a ttc.ndiJlg lbe 631'd reu.uions and 
rcc:eh 1ng t he Hlood a11d Fire .-ind ca tching up wlth 
(oews of) his b uddies." C i.nny Hves in lsclin, CT, 

J,(lorcnce Rome, wicl(>W of Edn:,rd J. Rome, 1-1 253 
would like t CI hNU' from any member who remembers 
her husba.od, Sergeant Eddie Rome. lier address is 
18202 MarccUa Rmtd, Cle,.,eJand, 0H44 l l 9. 

Mildred Hcndry1 \\-;dow of J ay R. l:lendr y, 
Corop1my L, 254 sends this message: 'My husb an d 
t1C\' C-r knew the.re n·~1s a 63rd Infan try reunion o r of the 
B/O()d and Fire. l fouod out afte r his death and h :tl' C 

received it every yellr. I also foun d one o f bis real close 
buddiL\S ,,ucl cor.nmunicnce witll him and his ,, ifc. Not 
only is youJ oame (L;1Cosse) getting nn <'l'.t r<'t lettcr, my 
homclOwn 1s missiog cmc. ll's the only kno,,;n 
G rcene"ille with the middle 1£," Mildr1! tl lh 'ts ir:t 
Gt'ttneli llc, ·r~. (she has rtfer~nc.e ofpe1>plcput1ing a,r 
.R in Q11r /rut 1w1m! vf LaCosse) 

Nian Lande rs, wid ow (If Atlton D. t.andcrt, Band, 
sent this mcssa:;e: " I do ~o,joy geUi.ni: tht B/Qod and 
flre. Al aJn·ays enjoyed it ::tnd 1 :;ilw:.tys h(lpe to see 
sowt-thlng about the band :met his huddi<'S, Also. (be 
Woodvill.c i,:irb, Uldnding me, to~·ed t.he danc,1';..~! The 
ones in Van Dorn aod ~-tlsu in Wood,'lJlc. -~frt a lot of 
nk(• boys! Al and T wtr<' llHt.rried 53 ye:.1rs \, hen J lost 
bhn. We h ave n son who was in the Ma.r'inesand fought 
in Viet Num a11d we n<,w have l\ grands(ln in the 
Marines doi.Jlg his secoud four in Iraq. Ilopefu11y he 
...,;11 he hnck home in January - maybe.•· Nan Uves in 
Wood rille.,)1S. 

)'la.f ie P. <.,;cr bino, widow of Tony Ccrblno. wrote: 
' ' )1.y h usband. Tony. pas~ed ~rn·ay at the age. (lf 7fl on 
Mart.h 9, 2001. He was with HQ CO. 253. Jlc a lso d the 

~ ll,1"d (Ill P<W "'ts 
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traveled " ith the "C.lrnt<'U Show" after the war as a 

membtr'0f thC' ca~t aod Dance Direttor from June. 1945 
u nlil Febrnary 1946. Upon hi.s ser>aration froi_u the 
ser,1c<', he rccrive:d the Anwrica.n Sen·ke )t('dal~ 
ltm·<>pe.an•Afrkan-:\'liddle .Eas-1e.ro Si:n :ke .Medal, 
Good Conduct .Medal, \\'orld 'War ll \-1ctory Mcdnl, 
Purpfo Hear{ and Bron1..e Star. Tf nny of his friend~ are 
still arou nd, thcyr.an ge.tin touch with me. I'd beglnd to 
heal' from tbe-m. You (Donna) ba .. ·c my address.' ' Marie 
lives in 'J'itun•ille! FL. 

Jun~ Nen ·l.on, widow of Robert P. Newton, C 254, 
seot thJs message: ''My husband pas~cd away in 
December 20(15. Ue will bt m is111:d fott\'er by bis nu.oily. 
We b:n '<' nvcn children. 18 g randchlldren and fh,~ 
great-gl'andd1ihlreu. Re fe.lt blts~('d and thankful to 
spend tim e in the faU ttt the World War fl l\1emorl~l. 

June-lives in Camp Shcrma.n, OR. 
Brc.11da Mai:aning! dauxhtet of Robt rt H. Joseph Sr~ 

Head Qua.rttr s 253, wrote to inform us of her father's 
passing. "J>ad 1>:used away Oetobe.r 30, 2006 at lbt •ge 
of 92. He was the father of one ~on and one daughter 
and four grandchildren. We, without a d oubt, 11~ all 
blessed for hav'ut'-t kno"'-u tb1s rtwa.rkable man

1 
who 

bad sucb a pl'ofouod in.Ouence on an of our lfrt'!." 
Bl'enda l.h•~sin Newark, DE 1\nd is now a mcmberoftbt 
63rd lnfantry Dh'i~ionAssodation. 

Agne, Shortts1 widow of Dlltphy Shoats, L 253, sent 
word of his passing: "My hu~baod died 01.'tober 19, 
2006 while ,·t palici:if in th e VA Home that wa, newly 
built in 2004. lt is o bel'lutiful place and th ey took good 
cart of Mm. We have iood people running the Home," 
Ag:oe.s liYts in Jennings, LA. 

Ham operator I am 
!regret to rtport that I am ver~' limited i.o my ability 

to 1>ar1idp uk io national. r~ional or Joca1Assodarion 
tvenfs, Howe,'er, ple:1se nolt that my inttl"<".St in the 
Assochuion and its members cootinue8 u naba ted as 
my fuh,re unfolds. 

J waot to Stfl"SS how mu(h I apJ)rtciate your 
dC'dication and tha t of Fred C Untou i111d others who 
coorin uc to e:3rry ou tb<· activities of tbcAssociutinn. I 
an1 iudced ~atefuJ fo r th<' fr i<'ml!!ihip of Russ Oc)1ar 
,-. bo u,,l"S in '1:.ich:ria. 

Rest as5urcd t hat 1 am iu d\:cd proud to hnV'e- bc:cn a 
meruber of the 63rd Division and want to bt kept 
abre~t of the ecth'lties and special informatiou a.bout 
it,; me,nbers. T bis being the C"ase, I :un submitting a bit 
mor·e Jle1·sonal iuformalioo that mny help me loc:.1te 
!.0mc of ru.y colleagu es or years long past 

I a,n a .-et.il'cd school prineipaJ whose rdiremtnt 
days a rc tilled witb a ·rnriety of activities. T help my 
dear \' ife, Clodn. of 58 years in her mi~siQn of . . 
p ro, id ing toys and items of persona) and hou.seboJd 
use (O needy familic"' locaUy as well 9S in the 
Ap1>ahu:hhm Region of Kentucky. Suoomers a re- filled 
\\ith gardening. 

I 3nl also an active Amateur Radio Operator, 
"l l:11u," de voled to helping orhers vta. "Ham" radio. In 
acldit1on to emergency communication servke. I take 
p ride in b t.•ing a mewbi;,r of N:wy-.)farinc C(lrps 
MARS ()•lilitary .Aitlli:ue Radio.System) pro,iding 

b}' Jql,_rt Dumuru/ 

phC1ne patch c-omroun.icati.011 bttWtf.'n deployed 
per.soni:iel :it se.a and loved ones at home. 'rhe ruotto of 
Na,•y -~farine Corps M.AltS is "Stn·lng thc,$e who 
se.n•t." 

After basic tr~inlog ,,irh the 63rd lnfant-ry Dh'ir.ion
1 

.since I was a li<:ensed r1\dh, operator from my high 
school days, I was e;ivtn permanent assignment with 
.H.q. Btry, 63rd Div Art)'. In F.urope until the 63rd 
returned to the USA. Lacking e-nough points to retu.ro 
With the Division, I said "eoodbye" to my Otv. Arty. 
friends and Jdt to j oin otbel' uni rs ((1r Q('.cupation duty 
unrilmy cUsd1a.rge in May, 1946. 

Sin eel am stUl a Yery ac.tive "Jl:tm" operator, J hope 
to be able to tout.act some of my old radio operator 
budc.lics who mi:.y ba,·e followed thtir military senrkt 
by becoming "Ham" operators. 1f so,! wou.ld really 
Uke to contact the.m by radio and ' ' n1g chew" with them 
on th e a ir. My amateur can sign is WSYML .,.,;cb 
lnformntion about my station readily acee,slble 
tbrouRb "flam" radio chao.(le)s. 

1 would be grateful Ir this- information could be 
made ,,cct~.::sil,le in order for mc to link-up by amateur 
rudio with myoJd buddies. 

Onc.e again: ( arn ~ateful for the opportunit)• to 
con ti.oue to be 1l part of tht Assoc.iatioo and, God 
l-''ill.ing, to contin ue to be so for rnany yea.rs in the 
future. 
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Found in the drawers of Fred Weber's desk 
(Fl'ed Weber, H 253, began "houscclea11ing" um/ 

dQwn-s fa.iux 1hr co1ttents of his desk am/files /nlftn~•;ng 
the Jfr.ulucky re1111im1. Ile se11f 1/,e fQllowing letter5fl1r 
publk,uitm in 1/re JI/gm/ and Fire bi!<·a11St' he 1ho11ght 
there t.•a~· bac1';:rou11J illJQrmalio11 a1td comb111 
experlt•uce., itr them that WQtdd be ,if"" iJJ.tcresl t<> t/Je 
"buddies'' in tire 63,d l11fi111h)' Dl.,Jsion /15,.)'Qciutfon. I 
tq/d him his t1rlkles ,.,<mid appear bJ tire Blood and.Ek!:. 
begitJnbig ;,. FcbruarJ. fa-e11 rlum,:/1 Fte.d /HJSsed Oh,'ll)' 

inDe,·emlwr, l amk1teplng mlprvmi.se toMm. -E,litvr) 
'fhc first lectierwas dated No\'ember 15, 1995 :-&nd was 

from Paul and Rosemary Vermillion. 

l)eor Fred and Anna, 
Th:tuk you , ·ery mur.h for your cnrd, p hotos and kind 

words. Appreciate that! Glad you ba..-,e whipped the 
cancer, Anna. 

Dill Scott j ust mailed me nnothC'r big list of new men 
to st:,rt-b for. Not f: noui;h hours in the d:ly or yc:1r! 

Eoclosed are two arth:lc.s I wrote abo11t Van Dem, 
and combat. Abo som<' info on some W:.l)'S to search fo r 
.. ,ost sheep," b ut the CD-Roru phone discs arc the h<'sl 
wt.apon. 

Th:rnl,;..$ a~aiu. 
Uest lh1;nrds, 

_Paul a nd Rostmary 

LIFE A.'ID DEATH IN A 
MACHINE GUN SQUAJ) • WW2 

BJ' PuuJ v,.,.million 
r :urh·t•d at C:lmp Vnn Onrn, MS. Farly S<•ptt.mber 

1943 :uu:l '":ts placed in mtk Compa1l)' "A" 253 
rnfantry Regiment, 63rd "Blood and Fire" Dh•ision io 
one of thl': two roachine gun sc1uads whc.rc I rtLtrnin<:d a 
machine i:;u1u1er nntiJ the 63rd stnrted breakin~ up in 
A ugust 194S. Of all the 4Lb. platoon mc-n ,v-ho were 
otig1nals, I was the: un l,r mun (Twas 18 years old) "'bo 
wa.ua2ed to stick tt1'ound and go overseat- with the 
company. ~lost of the Olhers went in oo the Nor mandy 
ln\'asion - or shortly nftcr. I rcurnlned at Vao Dorn 14 
ruooths until the 63rd went overseas into coml,u1. Al 
that time I '\\-as a Sgt. :ind squad leader. We ,•,cnt into 
combat d uring Occcmbcr 1944 nlong lbe Rhioe River 
in .France. Comp.tnJ' ., A" betel a one m ile fn)nt a long 
the Rhine Dikl', 1 ni•S the onJy mcmbcr ofruy Sl)U:'ld to 
rtin:"lin in combat llOtll w:lr 's end and ouly two of us in 
the section. 

Our comp ,my's· "'01'St day i.o C(lmhat octorred on 
April 6, 194Swht.n our253l'd Re-giWE:ntuttacked one of 
Hitler's best Dh•isions • jht fa mnu1o: 17th P::rnsc.J:.S..S.. 
t)ivisiou- plus oche1• German Units. They wert dn~ in 

und waitin~ for us on choice real estate - bii::,b ground 
:Ind c11)en tcrrajn, (.A macll.ineguoocr's dream - JF- you 
were- tbe one in defense). c·ompnny "A" uttncked right 
down the o,iddk of t lw ir dcferu(•s on the highest 
grou.od. We were. forruui:tte to h,wc. U\le M4 tanks 
:-nt·•.tchcct to 1)ur company that day. Our comp an~· "A" 
objective was about tbrtt miles disl:lnce from Untcr­
Creisheim, towan.ls a sro~111 fanning \·ilfage ni.lb a bout 
70 population, called Kressbach, GC'rmany. West:artcd 
;ii d."!Wll and tc,ok Kn-ssbad1 j ust befol'e da1·k - th1· 
battle lusted all day - 1llld t-heu .. ou into tbe oigM!! \.Ve 
lort mu~t of oor Company and oWcen. and three of (IJ(' 

tanks. l lost my euti.re. machine gun st'1uod plus one 
replacement on that day. \\t'e six men .receivt:d wounds 
nine diffortnl thnes that d:l)'· I was wounded two lime:,. 
(un reported) and end ed up being t he enti re macbinC' 
&un squad.\\'(' lost K1·t.ssb.-ich during the ni;.:ht a mt bad 
to take It o.gaio the oext day. Fn,ok Sincrius (tltcea:,.(•d) 
was wounded for the 3rd time h cfon.- ht " as takco to 
the hospila.l. Eiuer Eide, .Jim Cole :uHI Joho S mith (alJ 
deceased) were wou.oded nnd hospitaJlltd. The 
rcplae:erutLtt, Don Boe hm, only la~ted a shott time 
before be. was wounded aod hospilaH-zc.·d. 

Several difTc.re.ot officers cc,mmn11dl'(( ow· ('Om.pany 
(hat day, the tir&t one, I st Lt. Louis Mngin on\y l;1sted a 
fr-.,~ minutes 1mtiJ he w:1s,;:hut in the head and ldllcd by tl 
s niper. Ao other was l .l. J1unl's Roblllsou. who w :t~ our 
attached Artillery Obs('rvcr, ·wns hit in the ot:ek :rnd 
dfod l:lte.r that day. lie r(-Cth·ed the Cong_ression:11 
Mednl ofBonor for his leadcrshii,t a.ud actions that day. 
He was onlv one of two men Ul the 63rd to r~ceh't: lhc­
C.M.H. Ca.ptain C harles Yoong (late r Ccncral) v.·as 
Robinson's 8aUtrv Con11u:u1de.r. L a te in the afternoon 
of ,\pril 6, Coptah; Young followed the 1>:U.h of Co. "A" 
attack looking for one of bis mis,;ing men. Gc-ncro.l 
You.og•s conclusion of the battle field ~ was that Ibis 
:tc.tfon mn'I ha..-,e btt-n one of the roost brutal. bloodiest, 
continuoUS, 1>rolongcd battle~ <:ncoun1crcd by it single 
rilll- ('OUlJ);rnyduriog the war in C~rman. 

L t. Anthonr .f. l>:iskevich (late r G tner:11). wbo 
comma nded thC fi \'(' tanks attached to Co. ••A", c:ame 
lo a similar t .ouclusioo a" Gen. Youn~ in nl:.lking the 
following written sta1.t:1Jlent ::about this acLion: "lo 
tonclusion, J m JJstsnythatlhc baltlc for Kressbncb was 
the toJJg.he$t and tongi:st I ha"·e everencountererl. I w:,J 
•l veteran of S icily, ltnly. Fl'auce aucl Germany. I hn,·c 
been in many boUles, h ut none compal'ed witb what we 
went through in tryinj! to tAke J<.ressbnch. Knry man 
that lh'c.d lhr ou.;;.h the Clnlcnl should b:tl'e bt.-cn 
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d l•corated fo 1• b t :l\'('r:r und counge beyond the call of 

duty. A ~•ery few people, like Lt. Robinson, held 
together a i-ihrntioo that could have resulted in 
com1>ltl<- chims :ind defeat - iusti:-:uJ of chaos :1od def em 
- J unde-rsrnud that Company " A", W'itl, its tanks :rnd 
artillery wns tlH! only foree to 1>tnNratc the German 
Defenses on tht 6th and 7 th day of April 1945. 

.For the- mtu of Cow1>>1ny "A", Jjyjo~ snd dc:id, the 
bat1le for Kressbnchis a 1m,lnngcd Jliehrmare- which is 
aor easily rorgott('n. Therefore - to the weu of Rifll~ 
Cnmp:my "A" - '' A ~falute" 

A SALV1'f; 
By Pat1I Vimni/Li(J,i 

This s tory can nh•tr fu lly exp lain or convey the 
h<1rrible feelinis aucl c~pcriences a frooi liuc Jnr:i.1.11:ry 
Sold ir r goe-s throu:;:h in ,·<1mbat, d ay after day. 

Hundreds of split s~-Ond decisions can end your life 
or lhos,• :m'nmd you. Sttiur:, m en or your compan y 
woun ded . killed or go cni.zy (ca lled Battle. Rntlle), 
j':l'fltts on a p erson :rnd le..1,·es a n indelible place in your 
memory. 

The first time you look a ( auolher aum~.o Being 
throu~h the ,ight:s of a ,, eapon, sq ut C'.l'A.' fhl~ trigger and 
reafu.e you o re sending a nother Soul into t.'terni1v. 
stays ,,ilh you for the rest o f your lifo. · 

Oit<'hes, slit trenches, foxhoks, K-nuiuns and o .. 
Uars are not n -.,ery good way to exist As you live, eat, 
and slee1> our i11 the- clcmentf1 whtlb tr it is free~ing, 
snowing or 1'aining - the wa r must go on! 

The cootioual guard d uty goes on d!ly a ud n i}:ht. 
whtth er you sletf) or uot, until i_n tbe d at k nc-s~ you 
imagine tbin~s thal m a), or muy oot be out tht r e, ttnd 
hope they :m: not • b ut some ti mes - you a re W't'0n~. 

In thl~ a tta d.:, you may throw a way 2 blan ket :1111.l .1 

r:·1im:oat, you wish you h ad llrnl nj,g.h11 when your teeth 
s tart t lmltt rint; unoootrolJed, wilh the cold, s1\0'W or 
r:1in • or all three! 

Your C'lotbts J:Ct so slickfroru tbt d ir 4 they can' t bold 
anrmore! 

Cao you imagine taking only 1hrec baths in a fi \'(• 

ruonth pet iod? O ne ba rb. "'·e strippt'-ll do,, o n a ked and 
wajte<J our tu rn in a boutsix incbe.~ of.snow. j u~ttot:1ke­
a th ree minu tcsh0\\t r. O ne of those f!Ot s a 1<111i ways! 

In !ihorf • a p t rson can nc ,,er re~.Uv convey w lnt t the 
front line J ofaDt.l')'DHul gOt."~ th rough. in combat, unless 
you eiperitnce it all- and 1hcn • if. you U-..•e tbruugh it 
a ll-y•m ";u uever b e thcsa we person a ~ain. 

So here is :t iSalu l;; to the m eo of Rifle Compnny "A", 
who g:lvetbei r lives and th c.irhlood! 

Today - som<' of us scm c nrl nrc tht ru1in a nd earn' du, 
pbysic91 scars of batlk, all of 11s Slill cnrry the mCntol 
SC!lrs a ud mcntaJ agony. A Salute to the brose, nor -.o 
bnwe aud nen the cow:,.rds, bec~nusc everym a n h:u: hi.,; 
c.>wu brenklng 1>oint. Reyond which, the buwau mind 
refuses fo go. 

McAr thur quoled an old military h:1IJad tha t jay5: 
"Oldsold icr-s ncn;r d it, they j ust fade a wa )'," Su> before 
we fade away, we belie,·e Rifle- Cornp:u1y "A" , 253rd 
I nfan try R~:J:ime111,. 63r d " Blood and f!ire" Olvision 
dcsen•essomt::lhing in writing, 

SEARC.HTNC FOR 63RD LOSTS.lilcEP 

Co. A. 253 used m ost of Ilic following methods to locate 
447 men out of 519 men - or 8(i..pcrcc·n L. of those w ho 
were cwtrscas \\ith ns Ul combat. )lore Ui:an hnlf a rc 

dect.astd. 'With more effort. we: could b:n-e-locill<'d some 
of the 72 oth<'r men, btlf most of tb<'JU joined us la te in 
the war. 

Addrt_~ilh WW2 leU:ccs; Using a 4".\'. 9 ll2' ' envelO()('. 
m ake n long slash uH1rk on enl:b ~id e of the VlW2 
addrt.~s a nd above lhc fi rst slash (I) wrile "\V\V2 Ar my 
:Buddy" and below the otber sl:tsh (/) w1·lte "or 
rl'lnlh•e." lo srnall 1owns1 m:my times t hi!i ects results. 
You C" .. a ll t \·cn get tip codt$at the po.sl office. 
}' hone Information Opera1·or: Dia l WWl a ddress arc!t 
I • (.lrea c-ode)-555-1112 and ;tsk opcrnto1· to sc:1.rch 
town :ind sun<1u ntling :i.rea.Ask foradd-re.ss. 
O1,t~in '-'ame and A r mv Scl'ia{ Number: l\'l idd le initl:ll 
,~ very hel))fl.d. Dill Scott has compu l('r v r int outs you 
cnn <>rder for your Unit (Comp:rny: etc). There i.t a ftt 
fo r thiJ,senke. 
Your loca l State- Veteran.,. Admiujstra tiun Rei,:ion.•I 
Office: May be t.aUc<l at l-800-827-1000 to get 
lnformatior.1. American Legion l\fr.m her.1;_; Can h:tn 
five (5) kUer.s Jll'r year fon,·a r d td to bu ddies iH hev i1re 
als-0 members. You need to St:nd fo r a b lank forlt1 at: 
Lib rary, T he American Legion, Nntinna l Udq., 1)0 Box 
l O55~ Jndla napolis, J,N 462O6-JOSS. No c harge. 
.Cd-Rom "l'ho.n.eficbe;_Lar~c l ib raries have c.omp utcr 
d isc you c~m use in the Ubrary l\·bid 1 has many nam e-s. 
addresses and phone n um bers. Thl• disc i.s d.h•idNI 
bctwcc:n Eastern and West-ero. U.S. 
State !>dyers Lice.use Search: lfvou Jrno,,, w hich state 
the person liwd in hcfnre <U' afte,~ tb l~ war, cbauces .-are 
th1iy s till lh't in th.at i,awesl:Ht. 
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Found • • • 
State Wbert By(l(fv }':ntcrt>rl Scn·icc: If you have a 
pcr.sun·s Army Seri.al Number, we can tl'U you from 
"hkb state thty eotered the ser,,.icc. Th<·y UUJ' stiU tive 
i.n tb:)fstare. 
)le~Uloqk On The Subject: ' 'Ilow To Locate Anynnc 
Who Is Or llas Been 111 the.Military." Total cost (when T 
was doing my rt~carch) was S23.00. I ordered i1 !ro1JJ 
Ml £ Publishing, f:'O Hox 5143, Burli'n:-tton, NC 272-16. 

T his letterwos d:ued Kovcmbc1· 2.J.1995 :md was frum 
Jim E r nSt<'r, wbo was also in H 253. 
0(•.:&r Frt.d. 

Thanks for the letter, pictures, und au updating.After 
50 years it sefms like yc:stt.rdoy. You W('re :rnd still art> 
the same a:::,e. as 1 am.A few weeks a20 I rt<'t.ived a letter 
from Rkhnrd Franson. I rewcrolu:r him. too. He was :l 
~re-a( Sgt.An yone who had kind words for us was great. 

After 1 got out ofscr,.icc in L946:, I went ro Marq 1.1ette 
Unlversit}• iu :Milwaukee. I i:rndu:-1(ed in 1949 from 
Business Admini;;trali1)n, Most of the student$ were 
G.l.s 1 worked nithts a t a de1>ar-tment stnrc thru 
f\farquette. After that I " ·ent to the Seminary ~u St. 
Fr:rnci11. I was ordained a R oman QUholie J>.riest in 
1955. As a dincci1:m priest, J served :l{ fi~•e pnl'i~hcs. Tn 
June 199-5, I retired. I m,w lh l~ in a smaU howie ,,;th my 
dog, Alfie.Tam getring adj usted to r t lireweo t At firs t 
it was hard to rtaliz.t> I didn't have to bl" anywhere:. Now 
{;iw geUi.og used to it. 

1"oo had f didn't k now your whereabouts :a few years 
ago. I had a .sabbarkal at Notre o~me for fou r months. 

You d id well iu yout· promotions. A Lt. C is (1uite a 
jurnp from where 1-\-'C wert~ l got so fa.r as Si;!. 1 do 
remember Joe Eckstein<:. Ht wa.s :, hl)ut IU)' sl7.t., He 
t:tlked about bN'Omin iz 3 minister at'ter t he war. Su-re I 
remember Cbut -1< Wolter. 1 sort of fori;ot our code 
n a m es u n t il yo u refreshed my me mory, 
KurtUl:rns/K~rVFr·itz. 

I rt.aU)' appnciated your letter after :,Uthe-st years. I t 
all starte.d when I got on t11c mntling 11st aft.er I 
responded to tbe initial ldtcr from Texas when I sent 
mySS. 

NOTICE 
11 i~ 110 longer necessary for Life 1\-lembers t.o 

pay:, surcharge of five dollars annually. That 
policy l~as in ~'fftct for one ye;u ) and thM yt~r 
<·nded ip 2004. 

lam enclo.sini; the p id u rcll you sent :\s )'<Ht requested 
them b:t('k. ·n crc is 91$0 a. t>lc:torc taken recently. Fred, 
thank!! forwritinJ!. 
\Vith warm n·i;.ards, 
.Tim E r"n!UCr 
P .S. f remember J oe t-eksteinc writing ll>tS oflctter~. 
No wonder you had a loniletter. 

On Apl'il 5, 1996, Daron V:lngJm wrote the fo llo,..,.ing 
letter(() f'red: 
l)carFred.t 

Your Bui:,ler letter of,\pril 1996 w:ls ,·cry intcrtsting 
1'Ntdin t: about a different people whitl~ serviu~ w·ith the 
Blood Bnd Fire. 

Iu reference to the Suar Rh·er crossing, you 
mentioned in your letfc-r, I was HAR team leader 
(nickname Frenchie) in 3rd sc1u:td c1f2nd Pit. Was very 
muc.h i1woh·ed in thi,1· rh•tr crMsing. Tu•o Cls from the 
b e or 3rd Plt. came to iuide t he 2nd Pit. in c.rossini t he 
rl\'er :md to a small town approx.. 1/2 mile 01· so across 
the river. T hey had hctn th<:re the prevlous night on 
patrol. 

Wt got to the rh-er afh:r suudc)wu. Tbt £.u~neers 
had .s(t up a gniilc line from one side of tbt-river to tb.e 
other side of the rl\'cr. Th('r(' was a , •tr}' swift cu rrent. 
\Ve crossed io two boats by holdiue and pulling on the 
line. h wa'i n very dark night. The two guides s-howed u..s 
the town. [...t. Rich, cmr Pit. leader, divided the men on 
each side of the street to form a cross fire. We were 
informed there ,.,·as a mo,•e.ment of Gl'rmao soldiers at 
night. 

l,. t. Rich gav1.•.11u order for we aud another Gl (J don't 
n:momher whom) to mkt'- the two guides hack to the. 
rh•er and c.r<ISS them over, and come bac.k to the to"~n. 
We got back to tbe. rh·er and in a few minu tes. W1.• 
couldn' t Ond the. guideUue. somebody bad cut it ur 
u ntitd h. Tbe two guides wnnted U"- t() l~rn '1S them o,·er 
without the ~uidelines. I flatly refused, informed tht'Ul 
we would never roake tlw other sidl~ with th<· swill 
currtmby paddling the boat. 

Notice-
·r1easc support the. reunion conuuiUee by sending 
ao ad for the Sounnir Book. There is an Ad Book 
Resen Tation Form in this issoe of th e Blood and 
Fire for you to use and the address of J.lonna 
LaCosse. 



32----------------------------- February 2007 

[ AD BO()K ~',ERV1-\TION FOfil1 
••• , .. - ' .. ' ----.. ----~!'~~ _,.,r-.1 •e-------, 

•• oGf \ ' ty"' ~ ..... ui· ,f sJ\."- : .......... 
C o~'<- •• 

' p..1'.\)'t\' ..... ., .... 
\ $ ............ f'RfNTED BOOK SIZE ( S-112'' ,. S-L/2~) ,. 

f-Ul,I. PAG-1_( ····-···-···················· .................. _ ... $60.00 

t/2 ·1•.,\G"f~ ............. ·-······ ... ······•······•····•·•····•····•·• S35.00 

FULL PAGE = S60.00 
l-lALJ: PAG.6 - $JS.OO 
l/4 PAGE- S2S.OO 
1/8 PAGE- $20,00 

1/8 PAGE 
$:!0.00 

(4¼. X. 7¼") 
(4¼8 x)¼") 
(4·W:\ 1¾") 
(2--3/8t N I¼") 

3LlN£ 
H0()$T1',:R 

SlO.f}() 

Sl'ONSUR 
NAME 
(~,\GIi) 

S1.00 

MC<t)y:,., .__Qt.lOOl'.>'t __________ _ 

August 7 thru 11, 2007 

fi 
20071'acoma, \Vashiog!on 
63rd Division 
Association n,mv ... ,uu; 

4-~ ~ • AMJLXl(SS • a:J-71.,U,Oh.()fE • Al!,":o'EI.A'!lt) 

~&'"' 
"HOT SHOTS" 

WE NEED YOUR HELP 
As you may know, the moneyeolfe01e(f 1rom the A® 

In tr.o souvenir/Ad Book Is used to help on-:sct 30m8 or 
tfll'} reunion expenses. 
Most of the monf:!)' d,e,fra~ the c:ost of the band, !tee 

beet, sOda Md oo'l.$crtainment during the reunion, 
With prioes constantly increasing. we are asking for 

your support to help us keep the raunion cost down fo< 
our re~i red members. 

So would you pSe;;1so place ao ad in mo $ouV(lni r AIJ 
BOOI<? 

Make d 1ec~($) piay-.ibh· to: 
59TII REUNION 63rd DIVISIO~ ASS'N. 
111'.1(1 ,nai.1 h): 

Donna LaCo.Y.\'C 
Post O.Dicc 8();~ 86 
Mcmxco, lmliana 47963 

,.. _ ___________________ UIUl-•I\Ylh: ------------

- ------------------""---------------
0,r. __________ $:ta:,••--- ""----H41·--------------
~t49Y: _____________ _ -~----------~· ---

] 
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Found. • • 
We proceeded to RO back and moet T .L Rlc.h and men. 

We bad prc-arru~ed a password bdwtcn Lt. Rich and 
myself. As said before, it was a very dark uilt aod was 
l'l·orried for me to come: hack with three men Instead or 
one. I wu ieartd we might get shot by nur cmn men. 
Anyway, the pl:l~$w·ord worked and reported t() Lt. Rkh 
wbathad bapptnedat the rh·er. 

\Ve stayed in the tow11 almost all nite tlnd didn't 
eoto\lDter any Ccnnans. We left early enough to cross 
the river before daylight. 

There \\o' tre.approx. ll mt'.n in the first boat th:1t frled 
to cross the river by paddling. It overturned and heard 
some of the Cls cry for help. There was nothing that we 
could do due to the 5wfft current and d11rkness. Two or 
three of the men caught on to some. tr<'e limbs and was 
saved. \\re never beard about the rest of the men that 
ovtrturned. 

By that time i1 was daylight. Lt. Rush contacted 
Engineers and they came and crossed us with a ropt 
with m·oslinv, We crossed two ata time in the freezing 
water. lM.dently tbt Germans d.idn ' t see u~ as we didn't 
draw any fire. 

When you me.ntioned the Saar Ri,·crcrossiog in your 
letterit brought backmemoriesl'U neverforgl"t. 

flope you un use some of Chis info in your ne:<t 
Bugler, ma)'·bt somebody ean fill in $Orne mort. of the 
pieee$. 

SinctreI:y Yours. 
Daron Vaughn 

T he foUowiuJ: letter 11t·as a l,50 from ();uon Vaughn, H 
253 and d•tcd May 15, 1-996. 
Dear fired, 

\\'as glad to btarfrom you. l did get hoth issues of the 
Bugler this year. 

lo your letter or April 10, 1996. you asked if I 
re.member when and 'ff'l1at pince Lt. Rieb was KlA. I 
don' t remember place or date. I don't think Alld_y 
Fortun was in tb(' 2nd Pit. 1:1.an a p icture of the 2nd Pit 
wt took ln Misslsslppl. lt's kind of discolortd; studied 
the (1m .·s and tewen1ber some of the men. 

Don't k.uo,fif JUywifeaod I will attend the reunion in 
N.Y. I don1t wre to fly with all the accidents that's 
111ccruio2 with airlines. You mendoned in your lelter 
that McKeon "·as a ~tacbine Gunner in hea,'Y wt.".apon 
PIL Ali I mentioned before. I w:1s a BAR Team Leader 
in 3rd sq. oflnd Pit. I was a.lso a Machine Gunner for a 
few days. 

Do you rtmerober a quarry we defended just before 
the big 7th armypusb in M:.trcb or April 1945? Late one 
afternoon we replaced a unit who hod suffered heavy 

Ca$U:dlie$. We wcrl' ofltred two d1oices, str ing up 
barb wire at the. tuutom of the. qunrry or carr~ dead 
German bod its to a ,nass grave. Ir took us most of tl1c 
nii;ht to dii;t in. due to tbe hard g.-ound. ·r"o m~n from 
fltnvy Weapon Flt. Came by my foxhc,lc aud biu1cled 
me a JO-cal. machine guo and amJllunition; Informed 
01e that tbe Lt. wanted mt to se1 up the- m;ichine gun a~ 
there wa.s nobody availublt to operate it. T hey knew I 
bad taken training in all Infantry weapons. Moro.log 
ca.we. it wa5 a bright day, our foxhole was attbc edge of 
t.be quarry where. you could see se,·eral hundred yards. 
The Germ.ans started to shell us with 50-mm rnorfllts, 
D('fore- we realized it, we utrc d·rawlng most of the 
sl11:'lliog d ue to the machine gun. 

Chow truck would sel up beb.ir.1d tho. quarry. One of 
us would a.o eRt, one at a time. While alon(' in foxhole, I 
had a SO-mtn wortar shelJ bit approx. thrte-feet from 
the.end ofthefoxboJe. Thank) to thelund ground.I wa.s 
lying doYt--o in fo.xhole w1th my hands over my ears as I 
bad beard when tbey release three-rounds in tbeir 
motor tube. For some rt!llS.On, both of us had gone to eat 
at the same time. We came back to tbe foxhole and 
found that we bad a direct hit- most prob:tbly"itha SK 
orl:lrger. I gue,;s wc are lucky to beaUYe. 

¥red, 1 kind of got car ried away"'itb my~tory! 
S incerely ynurs, 

Daron Vaughn 
PS. Looked at persono(':.l list of Co. l that l,ydia T .i~1.ka 
sent we. JtshowsLLRkh wasKIA.AprilS, 1945. 

Notice 
DEADLINE FOR 

THE MAY 
ISSUE OF THE · . -

BLOOD AND FIRE 
IS ON OR BEFORE . 

APRIL 1, 2007 
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John J. Burney Highway U.S. 17 
Bypass opened June 30, 2006 

,John .fay Rurncy ,Jr. wlrh his wife Betty and othC'rfamily members, take part in the ribbon cutting 
c.eremooy at the bigbway dedicaCiou. 

B.11 Dorma LaCosse, using iuformaa·ou frt>m two local 
North (:aroli1U1 newspapers 

Tltc John Jay Burney Jr. Highway was Oj)<'ll<'d <Ht 
June 301 2-006 with thc 'Rurncy family in attendance 
when J ohn (:U I the ribbon announdng the open ing of 
the 7.5 mile section of tbt U('\f U.S. 17 8yp :1ss. Th e 
,vuminJ:tou 6ypas$ C(IIJ.Oects ffigh"a)' 17 near Ogdc.o 
" ith Hi.g:bway 421, thus enabU·n{;, mnu:,risb to bypass 
nll ()(VVilmington. 

Alonj! with hi.s m ilita ry service in Germany and bis 

New members 
Cpt. Joup,1trick Anderson, Pb.D. live.s in D:1lfas, 

Tt•xt1s, with his wife, lleatn. He is ::t Jlfo m('mbcr C1f the 
63rd lnfantry Division AJst1ciation, USA.R. and is now 
:\ membcrofi-he orii;na1 WWO ASSO<"iation. Wrle<1mc! 

Joseph " Uon" Gunning and his wife Hn • in Lebanon 
J uuctit,,n, l():'. Re "as wirb the 254 Bottnllon, 63rd 
Division, Re tnli~tcd in 1944 and was discltar~ed in 
194-6. H_(' is hittrcsttd in gc,ttfog in touch ~ith any 
s urY.M o.g me.n in bis Oiv'isic)n. Sgt. Robanik was tbe 
squad leadtl". His gc)od fr iend, Rtd'"·ine from 
M oorb('ad, KY was kille.d in action. We welcome ltiw to 
theAssoc.iatiou ! 

Col.Minor K. White, Company C, 15th Tnrantry, 

polit ical work in lb.Jeilib-, Burney ~<:n •cd a:; New 
liauon•r·s dhitrict attorney and on t he board of 
trustees fo r the University of North Carolina, 
"Wil mington. He is a me.mber of the 63rd Jnfantry 
D h •i.sion Allsociatioo and has :dso sen•c·d the state or 
North Carolina as an attorney and as a senator. Heb 
koowo as ,, "pillar of the comm unity." 

At the r ihbon t:;uttin~, Burney said, " the bc·st thing 
this road t an d o iJ re lieve h'affic congestion, :lud if it 
does that, my nam <' wiUg,o dtmn in hi.story." 

USAR is a new member and we welcom(• him to the 
Assodation.lle lives in Coto.mbus. GA. 

Oeau L:mgraU ls joining the AssocJo.tion !I.ii s n 
Associate member. His fa ther is fJ. Orfand limgnU, Co 
n 255. Uean lives in Ocean C ity .. MO. Wtk-omc to Ot.>ant 

Andrew 'l'borupsoo., USAJt lives lo Mesa, Arb.ona. 
He hnss('tn ncri,'C duty in Bo~nia, t<o.sovo and Iraq and 
has re«ntlyleft th e, service. '\\.'e-kc,mc! 

WaJte.r L. HoweU. A 255 is il new m~mber. His son, 
J ames Howe.ll, who 1h•cs fn Branson, Florida, paid his 
membership dues as a Christmas prtscnt. \\'alter live$ 
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Lost Sheep Need To Be Found 
Jf~ need new udJrt:SSt:S for rhe fol/Qwi'ng pe,Qp/1t. Li.~11td below 
a~ th If. last kirow11 nddrme!. f/)•01, t:an help.pl41use ca//, "''it~ 
or email tlie :,r-4-:rr.tary/treosurer. 

Lewis W. Andtrson, F 254, 3 28 Ffoldstone Ct., 
Wellington, OH.44090. 

MrS. Bernard Bast,A~st.>tilih~1 1105 Park ~ow DJ,..d., 
Manitowoc, Wl 54220. 

Ktitb S . Brimhall, Jl'.NG 263,611 Adams Pl:.tc.t, Mt 
Ple:ts.1uf. lJ\ . 

. Joh n E. Coil\'ey, H 255, 1 Dos-tiu Street, Spencer, MA 
01562. 

F .. J. Cross, Associate member, 1 S1>rucc Lant' #4, 
Gtor~etown, 'MA 01833. 

Dorothy von Oietseh,A~socfatc, PO Box 3508·? , Palm 
Coast, FL3213S. 

Mrs. Clifford R. Ditzel, Assod ate~ 12 Stl'okc.-. St., 
Fr~chold, NJ 07728 . 

. Juliu~ T. Ed moods, A 255~ 5918 Scllt'ts Rd .. Lot 4l", 
l-lanaban, SC 29406, 

Robert •r. f(lllkk, C 255, 70-55 Clover Nook Ave., 
Cincinnati. Oli.4523.9. 

Vernon C • .Fn.-dson . M 255, 3006 g 1,st Shore Place, 
n cno, NV 89S09. . 

Charles W. ffemn1111, H 25S • .Ptweoix,AZ8-50'23. 
Walttr R. Howell, F 25.1, PO Box 56. Osprt:y, FL 

33559. 
Joseph A. Kosin.MP 63, '1318 Bayberry Lane, Oaritn, 

TL60561. 
&ct ward .T. Mo.ng, 1255.11 Cobb Strc·ct, lOo.awanda, 

NY 14150. 
Jatkie Martin, Aisodate-, 949 College A,,c, Modesta, 

CA95350. 
Ada i'\fouhcws,As.sociafe, 2458 Cbureb Street. B~kcr 

Citv. OR 97814. 
c i.\rence <.:. Noble-, ORD 763> 712 Sunset Rt. S, 

Wbeekrs bur,::, Oli.f5694. 
Olga Oznowicb~ Assoc.late, 1013 Bark~on Drive, 

Highland Heights, OH 44143. 
Frank J . Padnl:t, ,\ 253, B Old Village Road, Star 

bridgt, MA015(16. 
Morrls 'O. P:u:ker, ENG 263, 3104 C htstnuc Strc<'t, 

Lufkin, ·r:X-75901. 
Ynmt Pcl>C, A~sociati.', 218 South St. #14. Waltham. 

MA0245.J. 
Blair R. Richards, K 254, 5400 Bu rling R,)ad, 

RHhesdo, )U>208J4. 
La Vern£ Rin toul, Assod:lfe, PO 801 6666, 

L ibertyville, IT.60048. 
Robert W. Sclto.u.aQ 63,.100 Woodb:\,·en Or.Apt 

3496, J-l ilton Htad1SC 29926- 7516. James T .• Thome, C 
253, 15Au,:tustine l,a,w, Fairfidd (;Ioele TN. 

ErnestJ. Van Mark, Gl:SS, 10853 Prairie Ori\'t. Dude 
City, n.33525. 

James T. Watsoo, 1 254, 25 N. RobutiAve.., l>otham, 
AL36303. 

June. Yost,Ass(lciate-, 6919 10th St., C'uyahogB Fnlls, 
Oif44221-244i. 

Rn) mond R. Z.:w:1ck~ K 255,62.SS N. Oak Ave .• 
Chica~-0, 11.60631. 
)buiicl· Zinke-r,.AT 25S, 16-44 200th Street, Bayside, 

NYl1360. 

I 

Ne,v members 
Ul \Villard, Ohio. \Velcom e. 

... 

Meet 

Rl!union 
Ptesident 
Marsh 
AIIQll 
I-IQ \?61 

H enry B. Comb~ of West Alexandria, Ohio is a new 
Associate mc.mhe·r of the. Association. lk is the <·<:msfa 
to Arthur ltus.s<'ll. TI 254. Henry, h i~ wire. t\1~1rilyn aod 
Arthur :ttlt:uded the- Kentucky r(•u11io11 last A ugust. 
Welcome co the Associatfon ! 

Harbara Cramer is :ln Ass6eintc ,ne.mber. Her father, 
R ichard F'. llt:rdma11, who looked forward to reeeiving 
t lw Bfnnd and Firt• c.ic.b time, passed :1v,ay October 26, 
2006. Wclc:c·,me fo Barba rn. 
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- Opinions and Thoughts -
UNSUCCESSfOLSEARCH 

You mcnrioncd lost sheep in the November issue or 
ih<' Blood m,d Pire and l took note of lbt• m:uuc William 
W. Rodbeq; of Color:.ldo Springs, Since my son lin:s in 
Colorado S)>rinj'.!ll, l ttskcd him to check if a J>N'SOn l>Y' 
nam~ lived th~n:.Be clid a iboroughjob of cbttking hut 
could tind no one byt hatnamein the cit)', 

( am wonrterini;:: if )'Ou ('.\ ' ('.r bca.r :rnylhing froro 
o.m:obers of M company, 1st o.nd 2nd plarnon of the 
2-53rd lnfanrry? 

My ,,ifo :md I arc both retired and will bt c.clchrntfng 
our 58th wc:cfding anniversary on December 18, 2006. 
We have s1H•nt tbl" lasl 15 years io \Vlnier Park. 
Colorado • a ~uani ntccd whirc Chr i~tmas! But there 
comes a time when Cine ha.~ to hang the.ski's on ibt• wtLII. 
so this year we w ill prob:1bly have a brown C hristmas 
in Lincoln! 

Harold A. Steffens 

TONY J3E~ETTSLEPT1'(£KLDOOR 

I wns on the front with(; Comp:rny, 254 C-\'try d ity 
exce1>1 for tbn:e d:.1.ys of R&R sornc-v.rhere bchn:en 
,Jebshicm and Siej.'!.fried Linc. About a month before 1 
was lrtm sfcrn.-d to the 36th l>Jvisjon, a youog guy byt11c 
name of Anthony 8cnadito joined G Com1H10~. 

Thal was l'cmy Uennett aud he slept iu a b uuk bctl j ust 
out~ide my tittle room where 1 had the Company 
switchboa rd. S01 1buy, rt-ml•mbl•r the (lid l6 yt>.ar old 
man on lite ~wi1cl1bo!lrd io Fr:tsudcobalk, Ccrmany? A 
couple of name~ com e$ to min d th:ll may confirm this -
John Wi.lli:.ws from R ome. NY a nd $ Leve R:ad11r, :t 

replacemc.ot who helped us SN up the switchboard. J 
know Tony was tht-rt - J lisknt.'t:l to him c roon a lot. He 
and 1 were i:oud b uddk"S htftm, lleftfor tbe36th. 

1 hav<' been down fighting a bl::idder tumor :Ind thl' 
J:ut re1u,r1 wa.s good. Ptrha ps I cun r~ad :.\ fe" o.10re 
copies oflheBfood,mtl Fire. 

Vcruon fYorster 

IT ISA V'ERYSMALL \VORLD 
Recently J had n chant(' to talk to Ala n Romanoff, 

who lives uc11r our .sc.m. We belong to th<' Philadt•lph ia 
Chapter. My son i~ a dentist and one of his p;ltieo(s 
a~ked him :1bout b is last ua1ue and :1;skl'd h im ifl was 
his dad.And., of course ,\Jan found out where 1 was and 
calle-d me. Wed ldn' tgc1 a c ha.nee to mL'Cf at that time, 

but l will ,; sit him wbeu 1 tei a i:ha uce. Alan .s~d he 
r eme mbered m l' from our com bat d:,ys. 

My wife and l are well :and eujoylng our little fiye 
year old gr,.u1dda u~hter, ,,·IH) lives in the Boothwyn 
section ofPennsyh •:1nia. l bav('n't had much <1f a chance 
in the last fow years to me.et the fc-Uows of tbe 
Philadcl1>hia Cb:·q)(er. M.r wife has a t.ough tlmC' going 
ou t rip.!>· and J ha(e to go without ber, T hey ()Ian some 
very n.ice aff~irs, trips e-te. t'lnd wt have 11lways had a 
good timl.', Tl 's alway!!' good tn meet some of our fricnd ii 
and share our Cll)<'rieuces." I sen1cd in Con.tpauy L. 
2SS. 

JJenedfot Parenti 

IDGHLlGHT OFTHE REUNION 
While we Wt-re at the Ke ntucky reuoiou, 1 visikd 

wilh Ed G n :en. He aod 1 wel'e lo the immc :tquttd :1.ud 
trained togtlber at Cttmp Vsn Doro. We served in E 
Company, 255. weot o,·c.rse.as toge.thcr and stayed 
fogethcr until a fl c r the ·war wa.-. over. He made Ser,::eant 
while we: were on the froot a11d I nc·vcr made it above 
PFC. I was 1he ll:tr l\'l:tn in our s<1uad. W<• w<• rc· b(llh 
ve ry lucky to ma.ke it tbrout,?h the war. 

Ed was in the VAHospit::tl at Ft. Tl1onu1s1 Kentucky 
and we l1ndn' lsccn cuch other since thesuuuuerof 194S 
- 61 yc.:irs. He kn ew who I was when 1 walked into hi:t 
rClom. We had :1 good vi~il and lhat was t he b.ighligbt of 
the reunion for rot.•. He bas been in rhe VA Hospital flve 
ye:,rs. 

My wife, Betty and i livt in Ocrb~•, K,a1).sas. Wt a.rt 
doin,;: ~ood fo r 01.1.1· agts. Gtnin~ a little ~lower as time 
~ocs by :md iL g0£S by so fast! We have enjoyed the 
reunions that we have attcnde.rl. I dirln' t know for a Jong 
time that there was auAnodation. :Sno Jim found it <m 
thl• intern cl and we joioed d~tt u wny.1 (l't,1l ,·ery lucky 
to.still bC'. ~oiul:. We plan 1(1 go to T:1coma if wc a rc able 
a ncl I.lope to see you :ill there." 

Da,,i(/ M,)11tgomery 

\VE KEEP IN TOUCH WITH EACH 
OTHER 

ReceutJy 1 ~«iv~-tl a letter .frow, Walter JohnJon! 
who was $eclioo Crucf in our nowltz er Group a nd we 
ktep in touch with ench oth,•r. He 'ienr nu also a touple 
of disc~ so l ('Ould look up ,·nrious things 1 might be 
intc rcucd in aud Ill)' d~u~IHn m ild(• a copy of wbat 1 
waott"d. I sw oo tht r oster of A Battery and 1'(6 1 from 
our group. 
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Opinions ... 
I was in A Batttry from September of 1.944 ~lll the­

way till the end ofthe-wa_rand thtn was transfer.red into 
d ifferent outnc. l st.:,rted with btiog shippc.d to the 
695th Field Artillery, whh:h was wechaniztd :ntillcry, 
en to tht Quar termaster sorti.o,t: nmil. then transftrred 
to the .l\.Jf''s to Stuard prisoners of wur und 1:udtd up the 
Ord inuu<:t. 1 was sb.ipp-td back to the states in April 
1946 and discha,i;cd )by 1946. 

Marino and I were n.rnrricd J une 25. 1944 and six 
months latt•r on December 25, I left tq g(I o ~·erseas and 
ended up in fl';iuce. 

One d:.1y Tillett ;a;ud 1 were beaded for t how wbeo 
some sniper In thecbun:h -stetpleshot a( us. Thankfully 
be missed! The Sgt. ~nd a c(luplc. of ot:ber guy$ went to 
(he church illld found a lot of sheU casings from rifles 
that had been used up there. T hat•~ when we found out 
we were.that cloi;e to the euemyl 

This year MaYioo and J will be married 63 ye.ars. I 
wou.ld enjoy hearing from some of the guys from A 
Battery. 861 st. f."A, 4thSecrion. 

Albert Sujfanck 

I CAN'T REMEMBERMUCHA\'\YMORE 
Thank you so rouch ror n:minding me of the dues. l 

simply can' t remember a lot (If thin ~s at this old age of 
uea.rly 87t! ( ba\'C a lways been so thankful for .Roy and 
,,·lml he djd our the f-reedom of our eou.otry. He W.lS 

such a good roan and was full of hu mor. He was a rural 
man catrier fo r 28 years afic r bis time in the arm~·- l 
stiU miss h im, of course. 

Ju11et Casey 

\.VANT CONTACT \VITII BEST PALS 
My b,·othtr) \Valter Hughson, 253 B Company. was 

best pals \~itb .Bert Hildebrand . A'c was :dso do1):c lo 
C harlie Southboof. l would be most plcusOO to 
reestablish coutucc with thcs«.· tn•o gentkmen. My 
:tdd ress is 93.99 Martinghnm Circle, fO Bo.s 955, St. 
Micbaels • .\U> 2-1663. 

JVdJiam .T.C. H" ghson 

MISSED SE KING 
EJ.{IBNDS OF"'THE 63RD 

I have missed l)ecin~ ;di you people! I bad hhptd I 
could m11kt i t to t he reunion in l{entue.k:,r but i t just did 
not work out. I am unable to drive lhat far .lDd the kids 
had all gh'eo u1• so much of thl'ir rime when 1 mo-,,ed, l 
just c.oold not ask Chem for anotht-1· favor. 

1 am very content he.rt at Friendsb.iE> Villa~e. 1t is a 
grtnt place tt.> liv<' if you can't ha,;·e your own home. and 
I d idn't like living o.looe ln ollr towubouse. 

M y be.alth ha.s s1ayed pretty good- just a couple "old 

~gc' ' prob1e1m. I think of you all s,1 ofttll and wlU oe'"·cr 
forget all tbe ;;ood frieodswe han· made in rhe 63rd. 

8ettyB011ijield 

I FOUND A 1''EW l\1EMBER 

l werSgt.Andr¢w Thorop~on inn DrugSto.re. 1-tc saw 
m)' 63rd Oivisioo cap and ,;,,cstruck up a coovc~atioJJ.. 

Tbtrc is a illajor un it of the 63rd here in l\'lcsa at fbe 
old W illiams AFB. 

Sgt. Thompson was in thatcommund and sawservjce 
in Bosnia, Kosovo and ltaq, He only r tcc.ntly left Cbe 
service. 'Ple-11sc add bi.ro Lu your oiailiog list. 

HAPPY TO REPORT I Al\,I 
XCTVE AND \YELL 

Waymon dB . .Fiscltn, K255 

It is wilh gre.at pleasure that 1 tell ynu lam ve.rymucb 
alive? 

Oo page I 5 of the No~·embcr issue of the /Jltwd and 
.Fire, I have been listed as dt(e:ased, and that is NO'f 
true. I amsti.ll a Life MembcroftheAssociation. 
Please correct your records, so we will all know that l 

am a1iveand well! 

.!,WAS NOTLISTED AS 
ATTENDING REUNION 

LewisB. I>isbrr>tt~ E 255 

My name wa5 missing from the. roster of those 
attending the reunion in f'l, MitchcU, Kentur.ky in 
Aogust 2006. 

Attending n-itb me were. JU~' ""de, .Bernice-, my son, 
Bob and his wifc,Jtsslca. 

/iTILLACTIYEAND STI LLDRM NG 
I JenrySluzrtz.er, AT 253 

( was 93 y,~a~ young on Oi:cew bcr 31, 2006. I s-fill 
drive every day and am active witb BinJ:0 and \isitinj 
the nursing bom1~s weekly. 1 am also a deacon in my 
cburc.h. 

HU,.S}lAND KNOWS 
EMKLEl\'IONCOVER 

Helen Parke. wife 

My husband. Robert K Parke, B 254, ha~Al2hei.mers 
but knows tbe Blood ,wd Fire emblem Oil. the 
ma.gQ.Zine. Re kctps all the copies by his c.h:1irand looks 
th t ough them a Jot. 
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J\,lARCH 
2: Juanita & RichardWanamnk<:r - K ?54 -1945 
4: ltowcoe & }'rt.derlck Krocsen • E 254 -1944 
5: Jo and Martin Hter-L 253- 1948 
5: Susan & Oa\'t Uihe - Associa te - )977 
7 : Barbara & C1·aig Ethicr- Assoclalt • 1981 
8: Ikttv & Sborh• )hers - BQ 253 - 1952 

12: uoMa & Har0ld i .acossc - F 254-1 948 
12: Bt·ryl & P-'squalt. Sc1)r;.elli - A 255 - 1946 
!4: Marjorie & .Taco~ G,sek - F..\ !161 • 1953 
14: Ber thn & Walter narwon • G 2S3 - 1947 
18: Jacquelin & Cb.ll'lt's K.i.u;; - sv 254- 1946 
22: .Ju:uUla & Junior McD-anicl- G 255 - l94i 
30: Joyce & PauJ Schwenc - As'ioci:lte - 1944 

APRIL 

2: Joyce & Andrew KidweU- ORD 763 - 1949 
6: L~dth.•. & l.e,·y Coll.itr - D 2S5 - 1.950 
9: Helen&. Oooald hie - USAR - 194 7 

13: OaJt. & Donald Liudstrom - .FA 718 -1957 
14: Cw,•nn .._fl.. Tom Malan • A 255 - 194-6 
J9: Gi<t~ia & )Jario Antoci - [ 253 - 1947 
24: Mary & S:lm F1n::u1t:i - H: ECON 63 - 1954 
30: l:IMnor & Stanley K-0z.lowski -1 255 - 1949 

l\1AY 
I : O'Ar'linc & Charles Dr'ie.mcycr - 1 253 - 1954 
l: Au.drey & Ralph Alexander· G 253 -1953 
4: Vertalec- & WiJJfaw Pillsbury - tlQ 63 -1946 
S: MUric & Joseph l'accU:t -K 253 - 1944 
5: India & Jumes V, R:tlbburn - l 255 • 1951 
7:Antoinette & Robcrl )larn:lrd - FA 861 - 1959 
S: Mar leut.• & \VaJter Pucher - H 2:>5 -1954 

15: Jean & Jam(',s Scttineri -n 254 - 1948 
16: Charlotte & Uerb Scb neidenn,u:t -A 254- 1949 
16: Olga & Mkhacl Gribb • B 2S5 - 1953 
24: F:innic & (Jeotge '.\fillis - BQ 63 - 1952 
24: .\1arie & .Be1mlkt Parenti .. L 255 - I 952 
25: Loureoe & Elmer Bellow - HQ 255 • 1946 
26: Jc-~ & Jack Linscott -A 2SJ - 1951 
28: Mary & Ch:1rles Dohm -A 254 - J949 
2.8: Marlene & Ray P eterson - HQ 255 - t 947 

JUNE 
2: .Ernestine & Allen Agnew- H 2-5S -1950 
3: C :11:hcrine & Alfn:d Circullu - C 253 -1950 
5: C leda & .lohu Dumont - RQ 63 - l94fl 
5: Carol & Char les Rtnner- C: 254 - J950 
6 : Cla!'e & O<i Gerlty- C 2SJ -t 947 
6: Doloru & Bill Dtl\'ii;:- C 254 -194 7 
6 : Marjorie & Ch ar les Ews,rt-AT253 - ·1 948 
6: Mary & [d~ar Torrence • G 254 - 1942 
6: Vera~~ Jaw es Jord:u1 - HQ 254 .. J 944 
7 : Uoona & Edward :Fowle - FA R62 • 1944 
7: Glad.vs & J oe Pere,. - C 253 -1952 
7: R:ich·cJ &. Donald Reen1.S - FA H6J -1969 
7: Ruth & Willfam Murray - AT 718 - 1944 
7: T.ocev & MNvin :Stab!• E 255 - 1951 

10: Elairic & Angelo Davis - F:254 - 1949 
12: L>ol'otbea & William Beckett - HQ 254 -1942 
15: Nancy & Tom Con,~ -Associate· - 1974 
20: Carol & l\·an ChaFirn.n - V.N<,; 263 - 1999 
22; Claire & William Hugbsuu -Associ:dlon - t947 
22: Hert)' & Manio K.--irr - C 253 -1948 
23: Joan & J:nues Casey - L 255 - 19Sl 
24: GW\'U1l t & .{)avid Bonifie ld - Associ:Ut - 1978 
25: Marion &Albc-rt Snfrnnck- F..:\ 861 - 1944 
26: Uorolhy & Ro~eri Gro,s - HQ 253 - 1949 
26: Florence .. ~ Sbcldoo Todtr - CN 254 • 1952 
27: ,Jo3n ,._-t: Lewis Gtrmttin - L 254 •1952 
28: Kit & Carl Aude,-soo - E 253 - 1947 
28: £dilb & f.d wa,rd Karthc.~ki - B 254 - J94J 
28: Ma.e &. Domenick Pecchia - n 255 - 1947 
30: lva & Ric.h:trd Schulz- FA 718 - 1956 
30: Eilc.en & Robert TiUeJ'in}:HIII - ((255 -1948 

F. Cal\-in F uh:h was in Co. 0.,363rd Med 8n. d uring 
Wodd Wai-11. 

Tbe :a bun: picture is the mnh1re \·ersfon of Futch! 
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Mt.'l~in Goebel, 1254 dlspl:lys tbl! p laque. be made b('fort.attending the Kentucky reWJ.iou. 
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;Fowle family at 2006 reunion 

Piciu.red abovenrcJudy f'nwlcS('hatft-r, on rhelt.•ft. bt•rmolher Donntl, ccnterfront,and dad. 1-~dward. 
Down in the corne r is Stacy, a rcprese1m1Hvc (mm Armed Foree~ Reunion r1:.1n ncrs . 

• 

Enj oyed the November is~uc c.,f the 8/qod ,wd l'°ir~. JVayne Crosser, J<:4. ~'63 
One of t he bl'St! Also the Kc-ntud..-y reu uion wall 

awinner. lam looking ronv:,rd m Tocoma but tlt.lt is a 

long ,,·ay off for :mold mnn! 1 was :dsu plea.st:d t.o ~iV(' ~"Ste,·_v J!_l'.ctu.re 
my pictu_res to the 63rd. f am sure they <'fin use some. I _!:,: _ _ 
haw~ no one left in ruy fam ily. 

Now, ah out your mysh•ry p ict\u1e. My memory is 
t bot • ionc, t.'fc. hul 1 am sure chc· fellow in white- i;hi rt is 
m e. Howeyer, l don't reu1e.w1J1:r Che yoU.Dg fello"' \\ith 
nit, or hning my picture f11kc1). I did ha,·e a e_o;u(•t• 
from J u ne to Octob<•r 2006, :u:id 1 am sure Bill ( l>avis) 
dldn't.Ab1), hcis much b ettl'r h><1kiug! 

1 wade quite a l'0und rohin trip this year. nought :l 

new 2-006 J eep AJ>ril 21. Ha tl a ~tint put in Lhl'! artery 
next to my h l'art. Left for Omaha on J u1J' 10 in 110 
dtgrees H:mrh~ratu re aod drove. ,wer t(I Kentucky fo r 
the reu nion. After that stop, l dron~ to \Visconsiu 
Rapids. across Wyoming to S-:1nd Point, ldnho. then 
home on Sep tember 19 and iL w.as still 110 dtgrc:es. I 
dro, ·e 8,sn miles. Ntxt fC'~l r, Tar,owa is much doser. 
aroun d 1,l 00m.iles. 
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Reporting death of member 
Art Si11,:e.r 

I sm writini to re.port the pa~slog of one of your 
members, Durell Oaug.hcrly, K 255, 2nd platoon. My 
fotbtr was Mt $ in~er, K 255, 2nd p lato(ln. 

DarreU lived in Adl'I, Jowa and when _I was iu the war 
In \ ·1~.t Naru, Darrell autJ ruy fat.her found C'ad other 
lhn)u~h your newsletter. Darrell h::id bctn trying to 
find myfn thcr foryea.rS. 

0:tn:el.l w:,s shot nuder the t.•y<' by a German in 
l>«t.•m be-r 1944. He.gave my f:uhcrc.redit forsa,•in:; his 

lift, kec-ping him from going into shock and ket1>ing 
him w:-1nn on nigbt he was wounded in :.:iction. My dad 
did notknowO:,rrcll surviYcd hls wouod u.1.1ti l 1966. 

My dad passed io April 1987 and after b is passing_, l 
lo.st lr~ck ofJ)arrl'll HU a fewye.1rs age,. J read his name 
in the 8Jood and Fire. I contacted him and we wrote 

back and forlb for rhe lasrseveral year~. 
My dad and Darrell ,yere proud mem bers oft!Je 63rd, 

so I feE:1 a.s th uu~b l gr-ew in the 63rd, esr>eciaUy K 
Com1,any 255. 

i\·ly dad b:1d a p urple ht•:-rt :.-.ud a l)r•ooxestar. 
1 aw a combat wounded di1rnbled vcteriln \\'he) servt'd 

~ith the 2nrl Rat. 7th Marines in \ 1iet Nam io 1966 irnd 
1967. ( used to bE: aS~(. Like my dad. 

Pretty much now my dost rtlationship with the 63rd 
is over. 'Rut knowing you guys from the truly ' 'Grt-;•lest 
G~ncratiou" made me a better man and a better 
Infantry Marine. 

Wlty is //wt wl,euel'e.r ,-au attempt tti catch somethbta 
that~\' /al/Jug off llie table, y ou t1/Jw1y$ mtrnage lo knock 
sonrethillg el.~et>l't!t? 

HQwclJmt: yo11 11erer llmr fi11J,er-iµ -Juwjoke.~? 

\Vaync Crosser - ti:1ken oo the hank oftbe Ohio River in Kentucky, 2006. 
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My Denmark experience 
Vi11re11t W . .Fealy 

1 \taut to tell you about an c;xpc.r"ienC't 1 had l:.lst 
February while c,n a vtsi1 t<1 0enwurk to sec m~· 
granddaughter, Jenn if <:r. 

W ith the hel1> of Uu.· Blot.m a11J Fire, my son•in-hiw, 
Tom got in touch with General Harris' g r:mdson, 
Major Fred H.11rrls. Fred \\JIS a Flight Surgeon 
static)n\.'tl in Gel'tuauy 1tfferspendiugsomC' time: in lr:tq. 

Then: were seven in my family. ihe major and bis 
w.i.ft. wbu was ltitb chHd. Wt had di nnc.rin Rotht u bl'rJ? 
ot the M sij or's .su g~cstioo. 

T he oexi day we v isited Dt.~id lcberg and 
Taubl'rhischofsheim. A0 er sixiy0 odd yco.r.s, l had no 
rrouhle nndin~ the boui.c I lived in for two months. I 
belic,·e this was rhl' Mnynr ',;; house - oothiug but the 

• 

best Then we went 1(1 visit (he church where 1 was an 
a1tnr hoy for Father-Fourmir duriu~ sv,,era1Masscs. 

We lril•tl to loc;are the rnimming bole- wt• had use-d in 
1945 but was not succ:essfuJ. lu fac t \.\ e eve.n got stuck in 
Ute m ud a.nd all of ui: lu'ld tn gtt out of the cara.nd push. 

It was :t lot o f fu n showing my daughter, E-laint and 
Tom ilnd my fonr$! rnndchildreu ,there their Poppy was 
mimy ye::irs ago. Tfu:~l' grnodchildren arc aU older than 
I \fas at the ti.wt! ! As a s ide-note, I m CL S ully" Yonkt.•rs 
also from \Clnkers, New York. He ,•rns also in the 253rd. 
He earned}) IJ:tltlefie1d c.onuni.ssifln ttnd the S i.lvrr Star 
before: btiog hit and ~entto .lfoj?l.intl. 

Our wives d ied il (h1y np:nt sow(•, and 001' ftun ilies 
saw a lot of (m(' anolber at the hospital :iod func.r:tl 
borne • 

TheM:lguil"('Si:ilcrssang attbc U.S.O. Show prl.'"scn ted at the reunion in Kcntuck-y. 
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V 

59th Reunion 
Tacoma, WA 

August 7 - 11, 2007 

Need to replace your DD 214? 
A website h:ts bl•<•u established to provide \'C'tC'raus 

information on llow to repl:u;.e)o:jti de.stroytd. or ne,•er• 
iu,m-d DD 214's. 

Tbt. website is: 
w-ww.member,.aol.cum/forvc:ts/ddZl4.btm. 

A little bit about ,vho 1 am 
HarQldJJ,wis-FA86J 

1 sfartt:d in the Army lo the 98th Dh·lsion in C :tms> 
Bnck.inl,ridgc, Ktului:.I..')' iu NOYtJ.Uber 1942. I Cad red 
to th.: 63rd in 1943 ar Camp Blanding, Florida. From 
there I wcnr.to Camp \1311 l>oro,)tissis3'ippi. 

I ,·,tso did some duty as schl)ol troops in Fort. Sill, 
Oklahoma. I went ovi:-r:sc:i~ in T>c:c<:mher 1944 and 
returned to thl' IJuited S1afe$ in ~l:tre-11 1945, 

1 " 'orked fo r the Davison Chemical Corporation, 
which wa;; phas:cd inco \\.',R. Crace luc. Coo111:rny iu 
1954. from F't::l.lru.u·y 1946 until retirement in 1980. J 
became a CPA i 1J 1951, starting as iiffitc hoy and 
rtLiring as Treasurer of the Dh-·Uion. If w:u; n good 39 
year!i of cmplosweut. 

Life hos b,N,u rNll good '" '"·orking and ~trV"ingwlth the 
bCS( men C\'Cr. 
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59TH REUNION - AUGUST 1-11, 2001 - TACOMA, WASHINGTON 

NW 
Trek 

Purple Heart Hall of Honor 
Submirred bJ' "Peg,gy" wJn Pent: 

The House of Reprcsc.utarlrcs rcccndy passe.d 
legi.slati.oo i.otroduced by U.S. Cou"rt'..sswowau Sue­
l<elly th:it c:1lls for federaJ s1.1pJ>0rt of New York State's 
efforts to de,•elop the National Purple HC.'a.rt Hall of 
Hnm,,· in New \\'indsor, New York. 

Sh e rccognizcs-tharthe Purple Heart is theolde!it 11nd 
oue of U1c umsl p rl'sfigious ho1wr.s bestc,wed U(>On an 
/\merit.an soldier. 

The N.ulooal Purple Henrt Ho.U of Honor in i'iew 
Windsor' will hij:blii;:ht tbt storit.s of Purple !:k~td 
nterans .. stories that need to b<' told. The stories that 
will be echoed within the walls of the Natlomd Purpfo 
Jkart J-11111 af Honor .should im,pirethe nation to 

p reserve the legacy of rhe military herots, and to 
beUer :1ppreci:11e Che freedom for which they fougb.t, 

The Dall wilt he located at the New Windsor 
Cnntonme111 si1c of Lhe last encampment of the 
Cu11tiue11bd Arm y where Gener:il Geo..-ge \\'ashington 
presented the first Badge of Military Merit in 1782. 
Since then, mort thnn 800,000 mtmbc:rs of the armed 
forces have bt<'n awa.tded the Purple Heart. fl i$ an 
hOnc)r rcscrYed for those soldiers who are wounded or 
killed in battle.' 

E,,c:n though the J r:tU Of Honor wiJJ be built in New 
York, it hi important lo remcmhcr that thi.s is a national 
institution that will recoglliu tlte .s:icrifices of soldiers 
a nd v('f('rAn.s w ho have- liwd in all ari'":uof the country. 
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Mule Train Charley 
IJJ• Paul Vrrmilliu11 

At one M our 63rd lnfancry Dh•ision Reuuions, 
during one of our CoW!):3,ny A, 253 RcJtiment meetings, 
11 man from F1c)rida, named Charllc, attended. CbarUc 
re.lated a :story about his sc,rv'icc lo. ltaly before he cam,· 
to our Company as a replacemtnt. 

He had served io a UnU that used p;,t.k mulf..s, or 
donkeys, 1 don't remember which. These animab 
curied s uppl.ies to the frontliut t'r"oops fighting Ul t.be 
mountains of Italy. He ~aid th(\S(• "'ett ve•·r stubborn 
animals to work with. Sometim e.,; they w<m Id simply 

balk and la)' down. No .llllOltOf of coning, prodding 
or beating !leeme.d to c.hangc the animal's cni.nd unlit it 
decided logd up :u)d go :~g:l.in.. 

But, in chc military, where fbl!n is a will, (here is a 
way. So, hr.re is what they would do to get them up aod 
jtoinjt aJ:ain. 
· The)' wo1dd gather a handful of dtled leans, Rrass, 
or paper, ruis"c. lbdr l:til. place the materi:1.I under their 
tall and set it on fire. this acLion imme-diatcly e.ha.ni::ed 
the anim:d's stuhhorn ,'il:'l)'S:. T ~uppose , if the anlmal 
e,1er bal.ked again, all they would have to do, was raise 
their tail and pretend loli~hl afire. 

We named this ro:ao: .:cr.{ult-Traio Charlie.'' 
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Japanese 
Pagoda ~ 

~"~ 
Life's friends submitted by Bill Scott 

''I now know why men who have been co war yearn to rcunttc. Not to tell stories or look at old pkrures. Not to 
laugh or wct-p, Comrades gather hccausc the)' long to be with the men who once :acted at their ht ~t; men who 
s uffe red and sacrifi('.('(1, ,-..·ho were strip ped of ,heir h um:miry. J d.id not pkk these men. They w('.re delivered by 
fat<· nnd t he military. 8 ut I knnw them in a way I know no other men. I have never gi,1Cn anyone ,iueh trullt. They 
were williJ1g to guard sowtth.ing more precious- that my life. They would hove t :, r ried my reputation, the lllttU.ory 
of me. It was partof tbc b:irgaio we au made, the rea.son Wf! were so willing to dje for one a.ootber.A.sfong asl ha,·e 
memory, f will think of tl1<'m all, every day. f am sure rhnt wh<'n I )('an this world, my last thought "ill be of my 
family and my cC1mradcs ...... SuC:h gcmd men." -Author Uukmnm 
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Pk:a~ let us koow '-i '< week~ 
btfc.i1<: you move what _your oew 
~ddrcss ·i1-·i11 b..:-. BC-Sure 10 supply 

Ui; with both }'Out old aud 11ew llJLlress. 
Copies we mnil lo your old addre~ wiH 
notbc d'chven~d h;t: the Pos.1 Office l,lnd 
we must pay 70{ (or eacb <Cl\l(1)¢d 
Bk1Qd & Fire, and pay Sl.36 l('I mail a 
copy ~l)yoorncw ~drlr .. ~s. 

l'lea.,·t! remember t() 1tQrify thf F.ditnr 
.. ,h<'..n J'<>u s,md ou1 J'"',,. 

''Chtmge '-'f Addre~f •• Cur,IS. 

lmportmrt • 
Chung, of Address, etc. 

Please sr-nd~U. f:HANGF,S, 
(tuldn,'>$$, tip; pho,re, df',a//1 'h(Jti<:e, 
new tuid d#continued.,,,e,t,ften·hip, 
e.tc.) ,,, .. 
,l)om•a ).o0}$$C, ,~o. 81,.'C 86, 
~,.__J()t()CCO. J,Y 4796.J 

ST.<\MPS FOR VETERANS 
Tear off all stamps • }'e$. the cancelled one~ from envelopes. 

etc. alld save I.hem io a bag. 
Vv'hcn you have a pouch of pl)<;toge, mail ii to: "Scamps ror 

VelCt'llllS" send h:,: 
SO. ARIZONA V,\ HEALTH 
CARllSYSTEM VETER.ANS 
NATTONALSTAMP&COINCL1mscµ135 
3601 S.6thAve .• Tuscon. AZ-85723 

59th Reunion 
August 7 thru 

1\ugust 11, 2007 ~..,.,sf" 

Tacon1a, wasl1ingt<>n 
r-- :;,em----- ------------ , 
I HELPFUL I 
: TELEPH<)NE j 
1 NUMBERS I 
I I 

Did You j O1::1'-r. orVJZTF.RANS Al'l'AtRS 1 

R b 
I VA llENEFITS - l -800-827-1000 II 

emen, er To Pay 1 
Your Dues? 1 vAuFEL'-sunA.'lc1:: j 

r ~ - .,,,o;,iS,O~ASSOCOAiiO,oZ~f :;~~~~~:::'. 
;_· Pl.EASE PRINT 00 us~ MAILING V,9EL :,' 
. TO: DONNA LaCOSSE, P. 0. BOX 86, MOROCCO, IN 47963 . 

: _,i ! Name, __________ _ _ _____ 63rdUnit Rl'!nk _ 

I Slleet _____ P.O. Sox _____ Se1ialNo. _ _ __ _ 
! i Cily _ 

_________ State _ _ _ __ Zip _ _ ___ _ Oate _ _____ _ 

j Wife's Name _ _____ ____ Phone ( __ _ ------- E-Mail, _____ _ 

j Annual Oues$15.00 0 $30.00 2y,s. 0 DUE ONOR BEFORE JANUARY 1 EACH YEAR I Tell us about your$elf ______ ___ __________________ _ 

j _ _______________________ _ ___ _ ___ _ __ , 

L.·- ········· ....•.. ··-···--······ ...•.... ··-············· ..•.... ··-··-····· ...... ••H••·····- ···· ..•... ··-······-·· ... ,. .... ········-· ...... ··-·· .... : 
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Plan Now To Attend The 59th Reunion To 
Be Held In Tacoma, Washington Aug. 7 - 11, 2007 

63rd Division Association 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
Donna L.1Cosst, Seere.tary/I'rea.surer 
Post Office Box 86 
i'.\·fo re)cco, lod.t:.rna 47963 

CHANGE OF AOORESS 
ro eowu, pioi~ ~1111 od th11 6:?fd £IJOd ind Fi:11 and 
11I INI~ ~~(I tl~ on;I Swwr1ol;nych¥!lt, 

FRSRJSTO 
~CN.PROFIT OOG. 
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