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'The P{ying P,scapades of 

P,nsign }lrthur (J). 'Thomas 

Officer# 402 902 Caaet # 412 8353 

or 

Sea (J)uty, :My Way 

C£,nsigns <Burnap, Weitze{ ana I were s~et sfiooting at tlie nava{ aviation su6 

patro{ 6ase in .JI_femeaa, Ca{ifornia wfien we receivea a ca{{ to ta~ an anti-su6 patro[ 

6eyona tfie ()oUen ()ate. We spea to tfie fugfit Ene ana tfie reaay OS2V's. We were 

{auncfiea into tfie 6ay ana fauna tfie area arouna tfie 6ay compfete[y coverea witfi fieary 

fog . .Jlfter takjng our positions for ta~ off from very smootfi water, we aiscoverea 

water fow{ 6y tfie tliousanas in our fugfit patfi.. We a{{ immeaiate[y aeciaea to scare 

tliem. rrfiey wou{c{ f[y a sfiort aistance ana tfien {anc{ again. I was f{ying at a6out 200 

ft a6ove tfie water. It was fots of fun ana I tfiougfit it wou{c{ 6e great if I cou{c{ scare 

tliem witfi my Very <Pisto{ signa{ gun wfiicfi was focatea unaer tlie aasfi. .Jl_s I feanea 

over for tlie gun I must fiave inaavertent{y feanea on tfie stick,as I fieara a very foua 

sauna. :Jvtyfirst tliougfit was tliat I must 6e crasfiing 6ut fiow cou{c{ tfiat 6e ... an ace 

pifot crasfiing into San Prancisco <Bay? <But tfie fieary seat fiac{ aetacfiea from tfie p{ane 

ana was sti{{ attacfiec{ to me. I fiac{ to refease it to swim to tlie top. I saw Egfit green 

waters ana automatica{Ey k,new tfiat I fiac{ to start swimming towara tfiat. .Jl_s I 

reacfiea tfie surface I immeaiate[y tfiougfit, 'KM_y (Joa, I've kj{{ec{J[arper!" (my rear seat 

gunner) <But immeaiate[y a fieaa poppea tlie surface ana saia, "Ofi <Boy, I'm a veteran 

now!" 

C£,ns. <Bo6 <Burnap {anaea ana rescuea 6otfi of us. }ls it turnea out, I was 

sugfit[y skjnnea on tfie sfiins ana eye 6row 6ut was ta~n to tfie fiospita{ 6y a crasfi 

6oat for tfiree aays for o6servation. On tfie fourtfi aay in tfie fiospital I was visitea 6y 
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tfie squadron commander wfio fiacf two announcements: :No. 1 : <Ifie safety 6oarcf tfiat 

investigates a[[ crasfies was to meet in ten cfays. :No. 2 : J{e fiacf orders to send tfiree 

piCots to tfie JCeet as repCacement scout piCots for tfiose Cost in action in tfie Soutfi 

Pacific <Ifiircf PCeet ancf cficf I want to 6e one of tfiem?. 

Por some reason I cfiose tfie second option. I immecfiate[y rose from tfie 6ecf, 

went to <BOQ(<BacfieCor Officer's Quarters) ancf got my 6ags ancf specf across tfie <Bay to 

tfie em6ark_,ation point. <Before I couW Ceave I fiacf to 6e cfieckgcf out on two cfijferent 

pCanes. <Ifie first, tfie S(FJ) cfive 6om6er went fine e:xsept tfiat I forgot to switcfi to my 

second Jue[ tank_,routine{y unti[ tfie engine 6egan to sputter ancf cfie. I quic/ify figure£ 

out tfiat I neecfecf to switcfi over ancf a[[ else went we[[ <Ifie second pCane was tfie SC1 

Seafiawlt, tfie Cast pCane 6ui[t for WW2. It fiacf a reputation for fiaving a[Cot of power. 

<Ifiey warned me as I 6oarcfecf tfiat its torque wouW 6u[[ tfie pCane to tfie Ceft. <But I 

tfiougfit I cou[c[ fiancf[e it. :My pCane was pusfiecf into tfie water ancf I gave it tfie gun 

for takg off It pu[[ec[ sfiatp{y to tfie Ceft so tfiat I made a 90 cfegree turn ancf was 

fieacfecf straigfit for a cfockgcf carrier! I fiacf no cfioice 6ut to gun it again ancf [iftea into 

tfie air 6are[y ma/?jng it over tfie carrier as I took_,off. Luc/?j[y, I Ceft for my cfuty 

station in J{awaii sfiort[y tfiereajter! 

Vpon arriving at Pora IsCancf in tfie J{awaiian IsCancfs I was assigned to 

trainingffigfits over 1(,owoCowie, an uninfia6itecf isCancf ancf tfie sma[Cest of tfie 

J{awaiian cfiain, to spot gunfire for cruisers practicing for JCeet cfuty. Jifter tfiree 

week§, tfie tfiree of us went to tfie Soutfi Pacific supp[y 6ase on Ofitfiji. Jlfter tfiree 

cfays we were eacfi assigned to cfijferent 6attCesfiips for scout, rescue, ancf gunfire 

spotting. I 6ecame tfie fourtfi piCot on 6oarcf tfie VSS I:N<DI)l:N)l repCacing a piCot 

wfio was Cost during a rescue mission. 

<Ifie first com6at fire tfiat I saw was over J{ammamatsu wfiere a munitions 

factory was CeveCea. We JCew at 200 feet to get cCose o6servation of tfie fiits of tfie 

si:{Jeen incfi nava[ guns. Later tfie I:N<DI)l:N)l was assigned as support in Iwo Jima to 
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watcfi for ana suppress any enemy air support tfiat migfit sfiow up, Gut we were not 

invofvea in tlie Cancfings. 

One memoraGfe aay, Lt. <Everet <Bacliman wok§ me up ana saicf, ''Let's go on a 

scout (mission)." 'We were to catapuft a few minutes Cater. On tlie way to our pCanes, 

ancfiorea on tfie catapufts, fie toU me tliat tlie communications officer liaa toU liim a 

rea{{y Gig GomG liaa Geen e:{J)foaea over Japan ana it liaa atoms in it. 

'We catapuftea in a routine manner ana Gegan to join up 6ut as <Back,man ffew 

out of siglit unaer my wing liis nose tippea forwara ana aove into tlie <Pacific mucli fik§ 

mine liaa Gack, in Jifemeaa. I Canaea aownwina to save time on rescue Gut I fauna on{y 

a canteen GoGGing on tlie suiface. Jifter screaming, 'KJvlayaay!" into tlie racfio sifence, I 

was joinea 6y a aestroyer wlio liaa oraers from tlie aamira{ to tak§ my gunner ana me 

on Goar£ ana aestroy tlie pCane Gecause tlie seas were too liigfi for a water tak§ off (J3ut 

Gefore tlie sliip couU maneuver into position, anotlier commana came from jl.amira{ 

Jfafsey tliat tlie VSS I1f<DJJI1fJI was to return to tak§ my pCane aGoara. CJ'lie Gig sliip 

aetacliea itself from tfie CJ'fiira Pfeet ana we maae Cfiarfie recovery (recovery wfiife tfie 

sliip is in motion). 

JI few aays Cater we arrive£ in CJ'okyo <Bay witli rJ!iira Pfeet ana ancliorea tliere 

wfiife (Jenera{ :McJirtfiur acceptea Japan's surrenaer on tfie aeck,of tfie vss :Missouri. 

'Wliife tliere, we seapCane pifots proviaea siglit seeingffiglits overCJ'okyo anartokJ)liama. 

rJ/iis picture was tak§n Gy a wingman auring one of tliose ffiglits over CJ'okyo. 

Jl.ccorcfing to a sliipmate, one of our 0S2V's is on aispCay at tfie Smitlisonian Institute 

in 'Wasfiington <D. C. 
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