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BLOOD and FIR,B 

Our ~I~o~~ored Member for the 
1~'Ia.rch issue of the Blood and Fire 
`~rh©se picture appears ~on the eove~~ 
of this issue. 

There is a very modest boy, I 
should say a very modest elan that 
Iives at 1506 S. Ptiockwood, Okla-
}~oma City, Okla. DL~ring V~orld 
~var II, this fel,ow came into the 
service to do his part as a Iot of 
other• boys were doing, he was as-
signed to Company F, 253rd Infan-
try I~egt., of the now fariloLs 63rd 
Infantry Division. On behalf of the 
~r 3rd Division assa~ciation and all of 
its members, we are very ~~roud to 
.l~ avehad y, ou as a lne ~21ber of the 
03rd Division during the war, and 
~, member of the 63rd Division as-
sociation during peacetime. It is an 
honor for me as president if the 
63rd Division association to make 
this announcement to its members ; 

Tl1e President of the United 
States of America, authorized by 
an Act of Congress, 1~:larch 3rd 
1863, has awarded in .the name of 
The Congress, the 1Wledal of Honor 
to. 

STAFF SERGEANT 

JOHN R. CPEWS, A I7 S 

for consp~icious gallantry and intre-
pid.ity at the risk of his life abflve 
and beyond the call of duty in ac-
tion with the enemy: 

Staff Sergeant Crews, 38397573, 
Company F, 253rd Infantry Pegi-
ment, displayed consp~i~cuous gallan-
try and intrepidity at the risk of 
his life above- and beyond the call 
of duty April 8th 1945 near Loben-
bacherha~f, Germany. As his Co~21-
pany was advancing toward the vil-

loge ~a~1der heavy fire, an enemy 
~~~aclline gun and automatic rifle 
with rifle support opened up on it 
from a hill on the might flank. See-
ing that his p~latoo~i leader had 
been wou~1ded by their fire, Ber-
gcant Crews, acting on his own ini-
tiative, rushed the strong p~o~~nt 
v~~ith t~vo rnen of his platoon. De-
spite tl~ e fact that one of these ~nen 
vJa,:s killed and the other w~ s badly 
~~ounded, he continued his advance 
up the hi' I in the face of t.e ~°.r. if is 
enemy fire. Storming the tivell.d~~.~- 
n position single-Izandedly, he: kil-

Ied two of the crew of the rn~~hine 
un at point blank range with his 

ITT-1 rifle and wrested the gL~n from 
the hands of the German: whom he 
}:1.ad already. wounded. He then with 
his rifle charged the strongly en1-
~laced auto~~~atic rifle. Alfhc~ugh 
badly .`rounded in the thigh by 
c}~e~ss fire from the remains n~g 
enemy, he kept on and silenced the 
entire position with his accurate 
and dead},y rifle fire. His actions. 
so unnerved the remaining enemy 
that seven of them sL~rrendered 
and the others fled. His .hero-ism 
caused the enemy to concentrate on 
hire and permitted the comUany to 
move forward into the ~ villag e. 

o~ 

Here are some facts al:~out John 
R. Crews, he is now married, anal 
is the proud father if one son now 
six years old and two daughters, 
one five and one six months, he is 
Em-p~loed by Wilson ~ Co., as as- 
sistant foreman, in the Hydro.~en-
erated Oil Dept:, at Oklahoma City. 
He would appreciate hearing from 
the members ~~~ho~ knew .him, or any 
former nlemb.er of the Division. 
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BLOOD and FIRE 

AN EDITORIAL 

As this is the next to the last 
issue of the "BLOOD AND FIRE" 
before the reunion on August 22nd, 
23rd and 24th at tll~e Hotel Syl-
vania,, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
I would dike to caution the mem-
bers in good standing and the for-
mer members of the association 
that its our intention to publish the 
BI.~~OOD AND FIRE booklet four 
times a year. To have the July is-
sue published it will be necessary 
tc► start soliciting the dues for 52 
and 53 around the first part of 
April of this year. If you mail in 
your dues you will receive your 
membership card marked paid until 
June 1953. If I don't receive the 
dues to have the "BLOOD AND 
FIRE" published there will not be 
a July issue. 7.'his is all I have to 
say on the financial hatters. 

Now our next subject will be on 
the news for the "BLOOD AND 
FIPE." Two out of three letters 
that I received had only checks for 
their dues in it. The members don't 
sa.y anything about theirselves ar 
any of their old buddies. Most of 
them will not even te'1 me what 
unit they are in. If I'm to keep the 
records straight, I must have the 
unit yot~ were assigned to. Let me 
know such things like : If any of 
your old buddies that were in the 
division has passed away ; if you 

have any children ; (That is if 
you're married) ; what kind of 
work that ~ you are doing ; if you 
have struck it rich after you left 
the service. Let me know anything 
that has happened to you in the 
past six y, ears. So lets have that 
news fellows. Most of all if yot~ 
change your address, please let me 
know because around 75 copies o~f 
the "BL00'D AND FIRE" re-
turned to me. In many cases the 
~~Zembers move to another address, 
and forgets to notify the National 
Headquarters and in some in-
stances left no for•wardin address. 
Don't keep all this information to 
yourself fellows. Some of your old 
huddle, may want to write to you. 

I do hope that you will like this 
issue. Its much larger than the De-
cember issue and I hope that you 
will enjoy it much more than you 
did the last one. Trusting to see 
you all in Philadelphia in August, 
and if you want to make sure of 
yyot~r room, I suggest that you mail 
t11e reservation card that you re-
ceived in this issue as soon as pos-
sible because we are expecting the 
largest turnout of them all. 

With kindest personal regards, I 

remain, 
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sincerely, 

LESTER A. NOEL, President 
3rd Division Association. 



BLOOD and FIRE 

DEDICATION 

This page is dedicated to the 
~~Zemory of former members of the 
03rd Infantry Division who now 
a~.•e deceased. 

JOSEPH A. PATSKY, home ad-
dress : 705 West 6th Street, Los 
Angeles, California. 

CAPT. JOHN A. TATE, for-
r_~e~•ly of Company I, 255th Inf an-
try, was killed in action while 
fighting in Korea, last May. 

IST LT. WALTER P~ICHARD 
~~'OOD, .formerly of Headquarters 
CC~npa.ny, 3rd Battalion, 254th In-
fantry was killed in action last 
Julv, while fighting with the 24th 
Infantry Division. 

ROP~ERT C. JONES, of Dom~eo 
Farms, Route No. 1, Romeo, 1VZichi-
~an. 

Correction to the December is-
sue, to the announcement of Lein 
h ic~lolas, it should have been, Nicol 
Lein of 45 Dodge Ave, Do~dg~eville, 
N. Y., who was former Sergeant 
~~Iaj or, 63rd Division Artill;e~ryy, and 
later on t Battlefield promotion. 
This correction was sent in by 
Brig. Gen. 112cGaw. 

The above former members of 
the Division have departed from 
our midst, but they will always be 
l~ onored and revered by the Na-
t~ oval Association of the 63rd- Di-
vision and all of its members, 
~ti~ hich stands as a tnemo~rial to 
their mortal deeds. We of the As-
sociation extend our most heart-
felt condolences to members of the 
families of these men «-ho have 
passed into the great unknown. 

0 

THE TRAIL OF T,HE 254TH INF., 

THRU BLOOD AND FIRE 

 a 

JOSEPH H. WARREN, Colonel 
Commanding Officer 

11IAP~ION W. SCHEWE, Lt. Col-
onel, Executive Officer 
P,OBERT E. TUCKEP~, Lt. Co~l-
cnel, Commanding Officer 1st BN. 
WILLIAM J. BPLYAN, Lt. Col-
onel, Commanding Officer 2nd BN. 
DONALD R. MITHESON, Lt. Col-
onel, Commanding Officer 3rd BN. 

 a 

A UNIT HISTORY 

~edicated to every man who has 
ever assigned to our unit. But 

above all it is dedicated to those 
vvho fell on the long road to vic-
ory. It is with the hope that these 
men ~cvill be remembered, not .for• 
the war in which they fought, but 
f'or a new. lasting peace for vv~hich 
they died that this boflk recounts 
the history of the 254th Infantry. 

0 

CQIVIAR I'QCKET 
~n the first day of the first 

month of 1945, the free people 
of the world together prayed that 
triis year might end the great 
slaughter of the war in Europe. 
For them it was a new dawn of 
hope, o~f faith, and of rededication 
to the tasl~ that lay before them. 

For the 254th Infantry, too, Jan-
uary the first was a day different 
.from all others : for most of us it 
was our first day ofcombat. We 
did not go inta~~ battle as a regi-
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DLO®D and E~~~ 

lnent, but rather as battalions and 
col~p~,nies attached to Linits of oL?r 
foster parent, the Tl~il~d Infantry 
Division. Whether ~,ve were in the 
group attached to the ~Oth Infan-
try in the vicinity o~f Kaysersburg 
(OL1Y' first Latta.lion, A n t i t a n k 
Company, and I & Pti Platoon) , or in 
the group attached to the 7th In-
fantry in the vicinity of LapoL~trois 
(our Second Lattallion tivith Serv-
a c ~ anc~ Ca~ln.on Co's) , or in the 
g roL~~~ attached to the 1 nth Inf an-
try in the vici n; y cf Lei~gheim (oL~r 
'I'hil~ d Latta:; ion and Regimen t 
1=ieadgL~arters), all of Lis ha.d much 
the same l~eaction as vve moved to-
ward the front line to relieve those 
on the defensive. 

IVlany of us were assll~111ating 
ti~'ha.t ~~7e lzad been told about our 
mission. We were about to be en-
gaged in one of the most bitter 
campaigns of the entire War in 
Europe : the Colmar Pccket. The 
First drench Army, under the com~-

. mind of ~enera.l d'Armee Laitre 
d'Tassigney, had C0111p1"eSS2d the 
enemy in that part of the Vosges 
N~o~L~ntains surroL~nding the French
city of Colmar unil the Berman 
lines had become a virtL~al ring of. 
steel engL~'fing it, the a d j a c e n t 
towns, the j L~1lcttlre of the PLhine-
Itiholle Canal, and alI that territory 

- east of the Rhine Ptiiver. .fit this 
time, the Nazis were emplaced in 
all he most strategic positions this 
moL~ntain studded re~•ion afferdecl ; 
il~ addition to this, they had ample 
sL~pnlies of men and materials. In-
clLtding n1L~ch armor, to indefinitely 
hcld th; s groLlnd, 

At tiV'lllght eve began oLll' march 
toward the front in order to effect 
oL~r assigned relief. under° the cover 
of darkness ; invelllntarily the pace 

cuicken.ed as if our feet were at-
tempting to keep step with our fast 
beatinb hearts. We were t h r e e 
thoL~s:~nd; our thoughts tivere a 111i1-
llall. I~Iom~es, families, wives, con-
versations, books, feet, and guns 
ran throL~gh oL~r minds singly or 
si.multanecusl,y. While one of Lls 
thoL~ght of. his wife, another re-
called a pa.ssag e from Ai,L QL~iet 
on the Western Front. Yet each o~f 
L1 s had two things in common : a 
question and a certitude. We won-
dered ho~v we would react in com-
bat ; we knew we tivere scared. 

An old soldier would have recog-
nized us instantly as what w~e 
`~~ere :afresh, green outfit "going 
Llp" for the first tilzle. Lut a vet-
eran tivould not have laughed at us. 
We were about to learn something 
that each man must experience fo.r 
himself. Combat defies description. 
No man can impart to another 
what It is really like. 

Slowly the l~ ght ebbed until there 
was only the darl~ and the cold and 
a fragment of a moon. We talked 
in ;whispers as oL~r stomachs began 
to feel, like bottom 1 e s s pits 
mounted on legs c~f rubber. Occos-
sionally someone ~,~oLlld attempt a 
joke sL~ch as "Man, my foNlzo~le's 
gonna, be so damn deep they'll have 
to gimme a campaign ribbon for 
the CLI." These were met either 
by silence punctuated only with the 
s~;~Lincl of h eavv boots aL~tomatically 
rising• and falling on packed snow 
or by low, mirthless laughter which 
lasted too Iong. 

We vv'atched, oLl1" eves hypno-
t;.zecl, ~.S for the first time `we sa~v 
In the distance the reddish k~urst of_' 
flame as big ~•uns sent hundreds of 
Hounds of e~p~losives into the night, 
the 'grinding flash cf phosphorus 
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skyward, the dazzling light of 
flares which hung in the sky for a 
i'ew moments lighting a havac-
wrought, seemingly deserted wlorld, 
the arched fall of machine gun 
tracers looking like red rain blown 
by a driving wind. 

Sounds new sounds assailed 
our ears, adding to this, our first 
vision o~f men engaged in mutual 
destruction. There was the con-
s t a n t, patterned monotony of 
heavy shells rocking the air at 
exact intervals wearing themselves 
cut as the echo bounced front hill 
t0 11111, the 11ISSing of high velocity 
shells ending in a sharp report the 
fantastic screech of screeming 
meemies" that made us instinc-
tively want to lay on the .ground 8i 
dig a hole. This we saw and heard 
,nd felt, and as it filtered through 

three thousand minds there came 
to each of us a different impres-
sion. That night a thousand ques-
tions were answered and a 
thousand more raised. We discov-
ered how lnen lived at the front. 
Command posts were placed in cel-
lars of destructed buildings and 
those of us on line spent our first 
night in a foxhole. A shell would 
scream overhead and we would fall 
to the ground hug.~ing the earth as 
if she were our lover. A Iif eti.me 
would pass until the shell crashed 
l~armlessly hundrerds of yard s 
away. 

Then slotivly vie would rise. dust 
the snow from our clothes and grin 
sheepishly at our comrades who 
were also grinning sheepishly. This 
continued until, as a last resort to 
}nainain self-respect, v~Te paid no at-
tenti on t~ the shells. Soon one 
woLi'_d hit fairly close and the whole 

process would repeat itself again. 
We found that nights on the 

front are filled with strange noises 
and that no man can trust his eyes. 
We watched as the first patrol left 
our lines to seek contact with the 
enemy, for hours we strained our 
senses trying to make there out as 
they returned. Every sound seem-
ed mail-made, a twig cracking was 
an enemy infilrating. We punished 
our eyes until the distant trees be-
r ~an to puss ammunition to each 
other, the ruins of buildings moved 
forward on tank treads, and the 
concertina wires crawled up with 
machine .guns. 

"As different as day and night" 
became a gross actuality. We found 
that life during the daylight hours 
wa.s simple, almost p~Iea.sant. Most 
of us lived in cellars which, aI-
though crowded, were warm and 
could be made livable by the ad-
dition of articles sa.Ivaged from 
ruined houses. Canned fruit, vege-
tables, and even meat .left by the 
inhabitants greatly augmented our 
"10-in-1" or "C" rations. We were 
in the heart of the wine country 
and each cellar had its huge casks 
and bottle racks filled with old a.nd 
new Rhine wine. Only the outposts 
were manned. For those not on 
duty there was little to~ do except 
eat and sleep. 

At night we fought the war. 
From twilight until after dawn we 
1 i ved in a world of death, destruc-
tion, and danger. The night was 
filled with explosives and flares 
and magnified sounds. We sent pa-
tra~ls to infiltrate the enemy lines, 
the Germans sent patrols to enter 
oL~rs. It became a gambling a~a~~1e 
`~°ith Life and death as the stake. 
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We saw men die and we realized 
hovv~ thin was the thread on which 
our lives da~~led. 

And continually We Iearned. We 
could differentiate between an g8 
and a '76. We knew when to IZit the 
ground and when it was ttnneces 
nary. 

We discovered when to Iie and 
when ~o move. ~Ve could ascertain 
between the enenlys machine guns 
and ours, his rifle and o~~~rs, his 
tanl~s engine and ours. ~~re could 
tellour own patrols from his. Ours 
made more noise.) We found our 
enemy was smart and that he had 
g cod equipment. In short, -eve were 
becoming veterans. 

Not all of our time. 11o`vever, Was 
spent on the Tine. After a week or 
ten days at the front we `were given 
wo or three days rest in one of the 
shell-scarred towns several miles to 
the rear. It was here that we first 
discovered the "Gounls," o~r F`rench 
Moroccan soldiers. 'these cllarac-~ 
tern, IOoklllg Ilse the background in 
~, story from the pages of Arabian 
Nights," were the mast ferocioL~s 
fighters and childish nlen most of 
us had ever met. One of the most 
valuable possessions of tl1ese lon~-
~•obed soldiers was a flashlight. 
Only batteries exceeded these in-
struments in desh~abi?ity as the 
fortunate owners of both walked in 
front of their pack mules testing 
the light every few moments by 
shininb° it in their eves. After mak-
ing sure it vv~orked they would g}~~}z 
broadly, sllowin~ rows of milk 
White teeth, and shout the only 
~ngli sh ex~pcession they 1~ n e w, 
<<0. ~. Joe.» 

During these rest periods, too, 
we learned much from t11e veterans 
of the 'third D1v1S1o17. 'they neve~:y 

seemed to mind taking time to tell 
us about something ode wished to 
know. If we b2canle seasoned fight-~ 
ers in Less time than the average 
~•e~'iment, it was probably due to 
the interest taken in us by this 
organization. 

We were sent from one sector to 
another to~ give us as much variety 
of ex~~erience as possible. 1t Was 
also during this per~ld that We re-
ceived a pan1nl11et sent to "~Ioo~d 
and Fire" by the Germans. The re-
('.P,ll~t of this fi1''ed us with W~ratlz. 

If the Germans had known the ef-~ 
feet o f t11e~ r propa.g ands, the v 
WOL~Id probably have saved the ef-
f ort. 

I~YIL~ 216 
~. t last, after three ~~reeks of 

n~asterin~ the defensive arts, we 
were assigned an offensive miss-
ion w e were t o take ~iII 21~. 
Fie'd Order Number 1. Issued on 
January ~o. 145, indicated the 
plane of the Regimental Com-
~~1~,nder for the seizure of this Well 
defended knoll. The First Battalion 
zj~a~ des~gnatPd assault element and 
assigned a thousand jTards front 
extenciin ~ fro~11 a point south of 
~~Tittelwillr, eastward from the 
easterly po~~:per Line. The battalion, 
two co~mx~anies in a Line, vv~as to 
rL~sl1 forward to the north bank of 
fly e ~TJeiss River and establish de-~ 
fenrive positions from the junction 
of this stream and the j~ower Line 
eastward to the ~''ec11t I'Liver and 
thence northward to the highway 
bridge. An outpost Line vas to~ be 
~~ushed for~~ard from the Weiss 
Riz~el? to a distance of so~11e thous 
and yards of the plain disposition 
`vhi'e the bridge vas to be secured 
by not less than one platoon. 
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During this action, the second 
Battalion was to continue to hold 
its defensive positio~l. facing ea.st-
~~~ard along the Fetch River. The 
3rd Battalion way to stand by in 
~•egimental reserve, although Com-
pan3~ I~ was assigned the mission of 
patrolling and outposting to the 
front upon the attainment of the 
Weiss River line. 

Two days before the attack was 
to be made the First and T h i r d 
Battalion were released from their 
defensive positions and brought to 
:~~ear areas west of 11~Iittelwihr for 
training. Here those o~f Lis in these 
t~v o units were bri of ed on the task 
tivhich awaited us We found on the 
snap that Mill 216 is located south-
`vest of the alsatian tovm of Beni-
~~ihr about four miles north of CoI-
~~ar. We knew (some from having 
been nn the line in .that vicinity) 
that there were strongly prepared 
position on the flanks of the hill 
and a reinfo~~ced defensive arc run-
ning generallj~ parallel to the Benn-
vvihr - Ingersheim Road. Although 
there `va.s some tension as the tine 
for the attack drew nearer, a great 
deal of this was dissipated a.s we 
became "armchair stra.tegists." 
Aro~~nd each reap a ~ro~up of us 
wot~lcl. gather and a mild discussion 
~~vould be~~in ; soon, however, fists 
wou;'d mound the table as ea_ ch of 
us realized that the rest of thosA 
pres~e~nt did not L~nder~fand v~r11=~t 
really should be done. The endan-
gering of the flank in our planned 
zone of advance be the powerfully 
l~ eld German stronghold of Chateal~ 
cle Scl~oppenwihr became the maior 
argument. Those vv~ho believed th_e 
attack of the '7th Infantry in their 
zone would command ~t11e attention 

of the defenders disputed with the 
more p~essirnistic of us. All preferr-
ed to forget that twice the hill had 
been unsuccessfully attacked by 
other units. During the early mor-
ning hours of Jan. 23rd the First 
Battalion (less C Cotn~any in re-
serve) marched from the assembly 

~~ea near Beblenheim to the line 
of departLlhe. It was still snowing 
and a bittern wind seemed to tear 
u nhamp~ered through combat pants 

nd lavers o~f sweaters ending in 
field jackets. Our new shoe - pacs 
were ~~Tarm but uncomfortable to 
w a.lk in, even on the soft snow ; 
nevertheless we were thankful for 
them. As we wound along the nar-
row road to the line of departure 
«-e looked like a column of hooded 
~h osts in our snow capes. Company 
B led the column a~~d proceeded to 
the eastern half of the battalion 
front; A followed to the vv~esterx~ 
half. At fifteen minutes before "H" 
l~.our, 0700, the Third Division as 
~~~ell 'as the o~rganidational and at-
tacllhed artillery began firing a 
preparation. We lay in the snow 
a.nd watched as the big shells 
flashed aganst the snow clad hill. 

As we saw the destruction rained 
on whatever was out there waiting, 
we re~~nembered ~vh.at the Third Di-
i Sion dou o hs had told us, "An In-
fantry may be the hero to a lot of 
~~Por~~le, but when you're' to shove 
off in the attack, the artillery is the 
hero ! "hero i" 

Minds and bodies became tense 
~s we awaited the signal to move 
forward. 
We had seen some of war but al-
~vays it had been we who awaited 
t~1e enemy in our defensive p~osi- 
tions ; now itwas his turn to wait 
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in a hole, ~ ours to attack. ~'or the 
Nth time we checked the bolt on 
oLlr rif'~e, or adjusted the v~eight of 
our rY~ortar ammL~nition, or made 
sure our ~~rations were properly 
tied. 

"0~, 1et's go ~" ref ore we knew 
it we ,were~ ~movinb~ forward, a lot of° 
the tenseness ~ l~.ad left us, and we 
hadbegun oL~r first attack. 

Silently and unseen eve moved 
tllxnough the deep snov~r, oL~r capes 
blend;ng perfectly with the world 
of white which sLxrx~ounded us. ~'or 
a few moments after we heard the 
dL~ll explosions and save our conl-
~~ades lying on the ground, we did 
not realize what vv'as happening. No 
s~iell scream, no mortar whistle ac~ 
companied the bux•st. then our 
rninc~s began to work once more 
and we recognized this barrier 
the crafty Germans had erected 
a field of the tiny, foot-shearing 
~chu-mines. The heavy snowfall of 
the preceeding days coupled with 
brisk winds had perfectly hidden 
the mines and the footprints of the 
soldiers who laid them. ~`og'ethex~ 
the tvvo companies began to cross 
tl~~e mine-field, in the only way that 
a mine-field can be crossed slow-
Iy, grimly, probing each step before 
rnovina, with a foot of a leg or a 
life the penalty for a misstep. 

~`he explosions of the alines 
alerted the Germans and rno~x~tar 
fire be aan to poLlr Into the mine-
field. 'Phis vva.s clearly dixneeted 
from the top of the hi11 and came 
from weapons in the woods south 
oj' the Weiss ~,iver. 

Z~he concentration vvas extremely 
heavy and n Company began to re-~ 
cFive large ~nu~nbers of casLtalties 
from this shell%nom' as well as from 

the SchL~mines. As the Iig~ht he-~ 
came better, machine guns opened 
Lip from their positions along the 
Load at the base of I-Iil1 216 while 
sniper's on the northern slope of 
the .hill aimed their deadly fire on 
the men picking their way throL~gh 
the mine-field. 

Finally, in order to avoid a direct 
frontal assaLt~t on the positions at 
the base of the hi11, the company 
"gave way" to the east and started 
v?orking southward With its left 
flanl~ about five hundred yards 
west of the river. Fine came in in-~ 
creasing intensity from the Chat 
eaL1 de ~cho~pp~erwilzr and from the 
woods alona~ the I~'echt PLiver 
small arms, machine b'L~ns, and SS'se 
~`inned down by this cL~rtain of fire 
the advance of the company after 
oso0 was tortuously s~!ow. So heavy 
tivas the resistance and so high the 
casL~ alines that at 1000 it was de- 
ci ded to employ Company C on the 
left flank. 

A Cc~rripany, on the battalion 
right flank, vv~as making better 
progress. Although many men fell 
from the Schu-mines, the mortar 
shells consistently drooped behind 
the advancing units As the corn.--
pani es neared the top of the hill. 
~~~ achine gL111, machine pistol, and 
~~ifle fire became devastating in its 
accL~racy. Courage in the face of 
superior fire power coupled tivitlz 
heavy small ax~rns, machine gun, 
2,nd mortaxn fire poured into the 
German x~ositions o n t h ~e north 
slope of the hill forced the enemy 
to vacate this Line. ny O~oo, A had 
reached the crest, the first platoon 
xr~ the lead, the second In echelon 
to the left rear, and the third fol-
lozvi~Zg shoz•t1y bel~.ind, vVhen the 
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units crossed ~-he peak they found 
enemy dub in the south slope. Even 
more intense fire than they had re-
ceived froi~n the north slope met 
them here as they began abain t•o 
~cvork their way through ana~th.er 
thick'y sown minefield. Direct fire 
from small arms and machine buns 
in the Wcoded area south of the 
~'Ve:~ ss River added to the torrent of 
fire which the determined Germans 
threw in an effort to halt the at-
tack. Casualties mounted as men 
tell from the explodinb shells, the 
~.ccurate small arms, a.~~d tl~ e fiend-
ish schu-mines. I~Tevertheless, the 
conlpa,ny cOlitlnued to advance and 
by 1230 had reached the east-west 
road on the southern face of hill 
X10. Between this position and the 
river there was an open field, un-
doubtedly rained and swept by di-
rec~ fire from the woods alonb the 
~veiss fiver. 

Considerab~'y depleted by ca.stlal-
ties, the company fo~_1nd further 

civance to be impossible, the unit 
co~~~menced di.bging in. 

Company C, in reserve at I1~ittel-
~~-il1r -was alerted at 1000 and by 
Loon the line of departure used bV 
the other company earlier in the 
r.~larr~inb was crossed. Sniper and 
n~` chi~~e bun fire from the Chateau 
anal tl1 e woods below it were re-
ceived almost immediatel~T. By the 
tinge Com~~any C had v~•orked down 
to B's firmer position, the latter 
unit had pushed forward. A group 
of riflemen had inched toward the 
~na~chine bun nests and silenced the 
buns. B v~Tas m ovznb f or~~a.rd abai ~~ 
A s tl~ey came to the east-.vest road, 
the second platoon spread to tl~.e 
right 1-0 gain contact ~~-ith A  ̂while 
~~ small group from the first pla-

Loon, f ol:oWing the edge of a vine-
yard, pushed towa~~d the Weiss 
R? ver. Contact was made with A 
by B's Second Platoon at 1430. The 
other platoonpulled to the west ~of 
the north-south road and using an 
abandoned enemy CP formed a de- 
fe~1sive line facing east. The lead-
inb~ element of C 11ad not proceeded 
far alol~b this road before it met B 
group rett~rning from the river, 
still under small arms fire. C, 
therefore, built up a defensive line 
east of the road facing the Fecht 
River. 

At about 1400 it became appar-
ent that the now depleted First 
Battalion ~vitlzo~ut assistance v~ould 
be unable to reach the Weiss River 
before dark. The Third Battalion, 
therefore, was alerted and moved 
out at 1650. Only two rifle com-
panies Were available to that unit 
for the •operation, ompany L re-
i~~ a.ininb in regimental reserve. In 
addition, K was short one platoon 
which ha.d been em~p~loyed since 
early morning on the First Bat-
talion left flank and was still pin-
ned down by fire from the Chateau. 
I,eavinm the assembly area near 
Beblenheim, I a n d K proceeded 
along the ea st side of the Benn-
u•-ihr-Inbersheim road between the 
two p•owe1~ lines. The advance of 
Moth units Was slowed down con-
siderably by a mine field encoun-
tered on the approach march. Prob-
in g their vv~ay through this under 
continued small arms and machine 
~;ttn fire, I Company proceeded, url-
cler intense fire from the south 
bank of the Weiss River, to the 
,j unct?•on of the eastern power line 
and this stream. Mere, after trend-
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i~~g eastward, the men dug in at 
about 1900. 

After I had cleared in front Of 
1~, K moved out eastward along the 
~~oad. On turning south the c.o~~n.-
pany came .under heavy machine 
gun and mortar fire from below the 
Chateau. Cautiously the unit 
c~•ossed the minefield as the screen 
•of shrapnel coupled with the sharp 
crack of well aimed bullets made 
file man want to leave the single 
path being probed through the 
m.i~e studded area. With the aid of 
well placed mortar fire, K reached 
the Weiss river at its junction with 
the Fecht. 

U~~~on arriving at this point, about 
2.00, the company deployed vest 
along the bank toward I. as K be-
gan to dig in, the Iack of the de-
ta~ched plat•oo~n was strongly felt, at 
midnight a group from Company B 
y~-~as inserted between the two Third 
I~attalion cotnp~anies. 

The night following our first at-
tack carne and suddenly aII the 
death we had seen, the noise we 
had heard, the fear we had felt de-
scended on us Iike an avalanche, 
leaving us only cold and wet and 
exhausted. 

Qur first day of attack was over. 
Fv~n through •our tiredness we 
~:•ealiz?d that each of us vas a wiser 
man than he had been the day be-
fore. 

~~~e knew that battle was not 
glorious, we knew that our minds 
had been left with an imprint thaf 
even tithe could not fully erase, we 
Knew that we had been through 
~;~methin~ that none of. us would 
ever be able to adequately describe. 

That night both I and K com-
panies were harrassed; I by small 

arr~ls fire froth position across the 
~•iver east of the bridge, K by mor-
tar and machine guns in the ~~~oods 
to tl~e left front. Isent atwo-squad 
patrcl around its right flank and 
across the river. These men found 
~,nd assaulted six foxholes, K dis-
covered that the mortar fire was 
coming from was being directed.. 
from an CP, after placinb• artillery 
on the r~osition, the harassment 
ti~~as eliminated. 

~nlv one further action remained 
far the regiment to comp' ete its 
n~~ission around HiII 216 that of 
"m•opping ~~~ the west bank of 
the Fecht PL vet down to~ its j unc-
tion with the weirs. At 0940 C 
,jumped off from its defensive po-
s~ Lion of the night before to com-
r?Iete this task and to contact the 
right flank of the 'nth Infantry just 
south of the Chateau. As C bean 
~n•oving th.ro~uglz tl7.e open fields 
whch separated them from the thin 
strip of ~ ►goods on the west bank of 
the river, I~ eavy fire from machine 
guns and 88's pinned the compan~T 
dawn about 800 yards from the 
river. So intense was this fire that 
it bPcarne necessary for friendly 
artillery to lay smoke. With this 
cover the company was able, to gain 
the edge of the narrow strip of 
woods a.Iong the river by 1400. 

Upon co~n~~letion ~f this. `ve had 
accomplished our fi~ryst offensive 
r..zission. The green of our reputa-
tion loss; another coat of its vanish-
in g brilliance. A new fee' ing of 
1~ride surged through us ~, pride 
born of combat replacing the cold 
and the fatigue. Tested in fire. the 
~~eg inlex~t proved that it could fight 
beside the veteran units of the fa-
mous Third Division. There was 
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never a day after Bill 2~.6 that our 
heads did not rise just a little 
higher when we said, "I'nz fro~n the 
254th Infantry, 

(to be continued in next issue) 
- - ~,- -

PEP,S~oNAL NOTES 
(Some of the contributors to this 

issue of Plood and Fire are ne«T, 
some are old, but all kinds of news 
this time, but we're cleaning up as 
many of the letters as we can. We 
need new ~poap, regardless we would 
like to hear from each and every 
member. So you guys read this 
stuff and hurry up and fill our files 
again. When you write don't only 
send your name and address and 
unit that you were in, send some 
news about yourself or former 
members of thn Division. We print 
what we het, so let's have more 
material for the next issue.) 

0 

DIVISlt®N HEADQUARTERS 
~-iEADQUARTEI~S Col'~PANY 

~~e have received a very nice card 
from our b e t ~o v e d General 

Hibbs, whose add~.ness is Los Fres-
no, Texas, he was unable to attend 
the Cincinnati, reunion, but if 
x~hysically able, he will be at the 
Philadelphia reunion I was very 
happy to forward ~`ather Guinans 
letter for y. ou General. If I can be 
of any service to y. ou, please call. 

Martin Chrapciak has sent in a 
nice letter along tivith a list of name 
and addresses, also his three bucks, 
h e lives at 89 Parkway, Maywood, 
1~T. J. if you would care to write. 
Thanks, Martin, see you in Philly. 

Harry Goodman, G-v Sect., Div, 
Hq. write in a nice letter was not 

able to make the Cin. reunion, but. 
will be at the next one, thanks for 
the cartoon, will try and get it in 
one ~of the issues, before August. 

FLASH . . . . • . . . . . . . 

Al I.~ewin who was with Division 
I ~ E both here and abroad, wl~o 
later went to~ Armed Forces Ptiadio 
in Paris, is now a .script writer in 
Hollyrwood. He wrote that he ,did 
the script on "Call ~/Ie 1Vlister," 
starring Petty Grable a.nd Dan 
1Jailey. The movie had an Army l~o~ 
tale and he sor~#; cf immortalized 
the 63rd in celluloid by using ir~ci-
dents from his experience with the 
outfit but for military reasons used 
th.e number 1~3rd. A'1 lives at 8352 
Fountain Ave., West Hollywood 46. 

Thomas A. Hoctor sent in his ad-
dr. ess, N~o. 60 Soundview Street, 
New Rochelle, N.v. He also sent in 
the .news about Al Lewin, it was 
food to hear from you, Thomas 
let's hear from you more. often. 

Paul C. Smith, has sent in his 
three bucks, and a very nice letter. 
I am sorry, Paul, t11at you had so 
much trouble, hearing from the As-
sociation, before, but that will nog; 
happen again, hope that you liked 
the last issue. Paul was in Division 
T-Iq. G-3, Section, his home is at 
24 Norwich, I~-Zanor, ~`oun ~stown, 
Ohio. See yo~,i in 3'hiily, I hope, 
Paul. 

SPECI AY, '~P,00PS 

Have received from D. P . Grot-
haus, his three bL~~ks, and a letter, 
saying• th.e reason that he never at-
tended the reunion was because of 
sickness, bt~t he will be at the next 
one, his address is 15.8 Northgate 
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I;.oad, ~altimo~re 118, I~~Id. I-Iape 
that everybody is well and in the 
best of health by now 17. ~. 

Wilbur C. I~IcCor~nick, has wrote 
in from 2659 ~''rede~rirk Ave., I;alti-~ 
more ~~, 1~Td, a very nice letter, he 
will try and make the reunion, 
come next AugL~st. WilbL~r woL~1d 
like tc~ hear fro}n sln'~:e of you re-~ 
connar. I received that letter that 
~rou mai' ed to ~JVashing°to~~, on J~ o~ 
venzber 4th, W11bL~ r. 

Another reco11ner. 'would Like to 
hear from. some of 11is oId buddys. 
He told nee so. Old J. J. IVIc1~rlar~ni~ 
~nen, 624A, PLoosevelt Ave. BeI?e-
vue ~, Pittsbur°gh, Penna. and ex-
pect to see them all, at Philadelphia 
nFxt AugL~st. Don't let .him down, 
recon. 

Dave received a card from I~ar-
ol d ~. ~CJhri g', 470 ~ Ouilf ord Ave., 
Indianapolis 5, Ind., inquiring 
a b~oL~t the boys in the 63rd recon., 
~vi'1 some one White and have hinx 
to come ®n in to► the Associati®r~. 
please. 

63rd ~uarte.r~taster Cor~pa~~y 

One of the oldest me~~lbers of the 
63rd ~uarter~naster, has wrote in, 
and sent h.is three bucks. Would 
like to hear fr~onl some of the boys. 
Itiobert ~''. Griffith, of ~'rov Mills 
Load, Whippany, 1\T. J. 'troy was 

in the 63rd (quartermaster from 
the time that it uTas activated until 
it was deactivated. 

5 6 3 Si~graal Corttp~a,uy 

Abraham Klein has wrote in 
f~°o~n 67-29 16th Street, Kev~~ Gar_ 
den Hills, Flushing, IJ. I., N`. ~'., 
wo~lxld like to Dear more aboL~t the 

Associati~cn, You signal boys get on 
hire, and get hi~n in, you have his 
address, 7o have hizn ~n Philadel-~ 
pllia, next August. 

363 Medical ~attalior~ 

Charles C. ~. Ptiichards, ~-Id., of 
~ 97 W. Genesee Street, AL~burn, 
mew York, has sent in his three 
bL~ cks. I don't know just `what unit 
h.e vas in. If they don't te11 me 
ti~Then they write, I am Lost. So, fel-
l~c«-s, help me out. when yoL~ write, 
tell me yoL~r unit. The I~~octo~n will 
be at the reL~nion, .we home. 

Old ex T-5 Elbert H. I-Iose~-, 
f~non~ down in good old Illernphis, 
Tenn., is doing very good, yep old 
7~osey has a grocery store now and 
has got his nose to the grindstone. 
We hope that he will get his nose 
up in the air, and take ~0, and brim• 
some of those groceries t~o Phiia-
c~elpllia. Elbert Lives at 910 Good--
nlan PLoa.d, IVl:emphis, 7`enn. Be see-
ing you, I-losey, and thanks for the 
sla~nes and addresses. Send n1e 
some more. 

Dick ~vney has wrote in and 
sent in his three bL~cl~s anal hone 
t~~.at all forr~ler n~.embers ~of the I~i--
v sign .are doing• Iike~~vise. Thanks 
for a very nice ''titter, Dick. Some 
of voL~ boys write to Dick at 204 
:~~ent Street, Albany 6, 1~Tew York. 
I~ro~~r down and see ~ ocl~ey. I wrote 
to him, but at this time no answer, 

763rd Ordr~artce Comparny 

P~avr_Zo~~d W. Oakley has wrote 
a big Tong letter, and I must say Ize 
I~as more addresses than any one 
that I know of. If you don't locate 
hi~n at 2040. f;oulevard, Jersey City 
5, ~, J., just w~°ite to g0 Pa~nk Place 

P~.ge ~~ 
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PLoom 3335, Newark, N.J. Anyway 
thanks f or a nice ..letter and 1•ots of 
news. If the other boys would like 
to write that, tive woL~ld have a 
Flood and Fire that ~vould be as 
large as Gone With The Wind. He 
also is interested in forming a chap-
ter in around Jersey City, so their 
chal'enge to the members in that 
area, let me hear more on this, fel-
lows. I will furnish the names and 
addresses. Write and let Oakley 
know if you are with him. He also 
~~Trites about Paul A. Gross who 
,~ ust opened his law office at 420 
I_~incoln Road (Suite 505) Miami 
Peach, Fla. So if any of you boys 
avant I. egal advice •or are in some 
kind of troL~ble, you know who to 
see. Pest of luck Paul. 

Joseph H. Donohue who is now a 
n~elnber of the New York National 
Guard. He is n•ow a Warrant Offi-
cer. Address New York National 
Guard, Pine Camp, New York. This 
Heardquarters has wrote to him, 
but have not had an answer from 
him at this printing. He also was in 
Division ,Arty, while in the 63rd. 
Dope to see you at Philadelphia, 
Joe. 

The old former Motor Sgt. also 
has wrote in. You guessed it. -SSgt. 
John D. McDermott, now lives at 
1056 First Street, Nanty-Glo. Pa. 
Drop him a card some of you 763rd. 
He will I know be at the reunion, it 
is in 11is back door. See you in Au-
gust, John. 

Francis P. Canlx~bell (from our 
past president, Edward Cronin, 
~~~ay) sent in his three bucks. 
Thanks a lot, Francis. Try and con-
tact n1c~~~e of those Nlass. boys 
and have them at Philly. Campbell 

lives at 74 Rose Street, Jamaica 
Plain, Mass. 

263rd Engineer Battalion 

Here we have another Counsellor 
at Law in Leo D. Burrell, who 
~~akes his home at 16 Rugby Road, 
Cedar Grove, N. J. ,Leo has just 
found out about our association. 
Welcome to the group, Leo. Hope 
to see you at Philly. 
At this tune jve ~vouid like to thank 
NIrs. Walter Griffin for sendng in 
Walter's dues. She sal.cl in her let-
ter that she vr~~,nted to give Walter 
a Membership Card fc~r Xmas. I 
don't know of any ~oetter Xmas 
present that he could leave re-
ceivedq than a membership, in the 
3rd Division. 
She also said that Walter and her 

had visited Willard F. Smith of 
8368 Arch .~`sve., University Cit:~ 
14, IVIo. When she wrote me about 
Willard, .that gave me another 
name and address. Yes, Willard h.as 
sent in his three bucks. By the 
way, Walter .Griffin's address is 
Route 7, B•ox 81, Van.cover, Wash. 
Write to him boys, I believe he 
could take his vacation, next A..u-
gust, if y. ou know what I mean. 
Willard Smith said he would be 
there. 

Neslon E. Ward has wrote in 
wanting to know abo~L~t the Associ-
ation, and he would like for some 
of his old Bucldys, to write to him. 
His address is, 2816 116th Street, 
Toledo 11, Ohio. Let's get him lined 
up for August boys, what say. 

R. L. Littleton, from dovchn in 
North Carolina way, t•o be sure Box 
101, Pembroke, N. C., would like 
very much to hear from some of 
the boys from C, Company. 
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DI'~ISIOI®T AP.TILI.ERY 

1~3eadquarte~rs has received a 
very ni~.e letter from Ha~wa~*d W. 
Olson, ~f 2045 Webster, Topeka, 
Kansas. Howard has sent in his 
three bucks, and now a very happy 
t~.an, because he knows that he is 
n~ovv a member, in good standing, in 
t11e world's greatest service Associ-
ation, wit11 lzis old ~~uddys. Hope to 
see you, came A~~gust. In Philadel-
phia, Howard. 

Henry L. IUI~,rkley of 205 Pleas-
ure Road, Lancaster, Pa., has sent 
in his three bucks, and I am sure 
that he will be at the reu111o11 thls 
ye<~.r, which is real close you know. 

Colonel Sohn Nlesick h~,s sent in 
leis dues from Carlisle Barracks, 
Penna. Hope they d.on't find your 
name and send you orders, Colonel.. 
eve would like to have you at the 
Y°eunion. We know that it is very 
hard for ot~ r f ol~mer officers that 
remain in the service to attend a} ~l 
of the reunions, but we are glad 
that Washington gives us a break 
now and then and lets some of our 
leaders have the opportunity to 
make a reunion now and then. 

Now he~~e's a brews ; if any of 
:~.o~u Division .Arty. me~~ wa~~t to 
guild a home, one of your f~ornZer 
Inenlbers is a bim lumber man up in 
Mass. Yep old Charles W. Herrick 
of old Northfield P.o~,d, Bernai~ds-
ton, Mass, has written in and ~~vould 
like very much to heir from some 
of you guys fl~~om Hdq. Btry. to 
write. If any of you talk him out 
of enough lumber to build a house 
I~et nee know and I ~F~jill try. At the 
prices now, who wou'dn't. 

25~rd Infantry ~Head~ua.~•ters 
and I-Ieadq~t~a~•ter-s C®many 

Richard I'~~. Davis has `~.~ritten in 
from 1107 Rullis~o~n, Cincinnati 38, 
O11ia said to tell Bob ~osep~h and 
a.11 the fella Yes around Philadelphia 
that he would seethem. at the re-
union this year. Richard is doing a 
lot of traveling around i.n OIZi.o, In-
diana, and Kentucky. Dick, low duo 
you da it ?Anew to~~-n every night. 

Se~nvice C®nlpany 

Have just heard from the Mad 
Butcher from Service Company, 
Sylvester A. Herbst, he wrote f~°oT,1 
4807 28th Ave., Long Isla~~d Cite 
3. N. Y. said he would see us in 
I'hil~y. 

I-Iead~ua~•ters and ~ead~uarters 
Company 

We have heard from Aubrey NI. 
Rogers who is now a First I~eiut. 
and lives at 2812 E. 16th Street, 
I'+/Iuncie, Ind. At this whiting he is 
not a member of the associat;on. 
so some of you boys that know him 
stalnt writing. Yes I have answered 
his letter. ~'Ve `=►-ould like to see him 

you know «hen. 

Medical Detach~.emt 

Abraha~l~ L. Green has sent in 
IZ~s three bucl~s and tells us that 
Chaplain Kahn was visiting 
B~~idgepolRt and. he looked hi~n up 
and they had a reunion of their 
own. This time no T. S. slips `were 
issued. Green's address is 92"7 
Grand Street, Bridgeport, Conn., if 
~%ou would care to drop him a line. 
I ~~~ould tell you where he works, 
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but I will let 3Tou fincl out for your-
self. 

®nB~~any A, 2 53rd I~f antry 

Peter C. Kohler of 58 Mina Ave., 
Clifton, N. J. has drops--ed us a note 
~~vith his dues and sa.i~d he ti~Tas Icak-
ing forward to receiving the Blood 
end t~'ire az~ d will be at the vex 
~~•eunion. 

We see that L. W. Woodward is 
doing very good the last repa~~t. 
~IIe is now ~nana~er of the Llo~Td A. 
Fry. Proofing Company at V~altllam 
IVlass, His address if you v~Tould care 
to drop him a line is 2 33 IVlass. Ave. 
Apt. 414, Arlington 74, Kass. Deep 
up tl~e good work L. W. Hope to 
see you next August. One of the 
be~;t letters that the association 
I~a.s received is from ne~nus J. Mis-
cz~end~no of 300 I-Iayvvard Ave., 
Nlou?~t Vernon, N. Y. He states in 
his letter that his for~xler C. 0., 
Taouis Vichl is a state trooper at 
Brewster, N. Y. Th.e Association 
does not have La~uis Vechl on the 
list, so solve of the boys around 
B~:•ewster get on tl~e job and Iook 
Ilouis up, he may not know about 
us. P~eznus also wrote that he was 
~~ery pleased with tl~ e December 
issue of the Blood &Fire. Thanks 
a lot for ,your letter I'~eynus, hope 
to see you in August. 

Cflmpany C, 253rd I~~fantry 

Bertil C. Leckstroin of 936 ~'C'ar-
ren Ave, Brockton 32, Mass., has 
sent in his dues and is looking for-
ward to seeing a bunch of his aId 
buddies at the next rQunion. 

Don Taylor of 1997 High Street, 
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, has written 
in. Would like to hear from same 

of the oId gang of Company C. 
Drop him a card boys. 

Con2pany I), 253rd Infantry 

drank C. Don~cl~er Jr. is doing 
very good also we .see by the 
heading of his letter. Donckers 
Marquette. 'Nell the best in wl~.at 
ev~cr you have underta..ken may be 
I~'rank. But one thing for sure 
be at our next reunior.~. Hope that 
you have received membership caY'd 
ley this tune and also the B. & F. 
Harry Cariskis holee address is 
147 H~ewgs Street, Brooklyn 11, 
Iti . Y. Harry has sent in his three 
bucks, thanks a Iot Harry, but next 
time write me a fev~~ lines about 
,y-ourself so I can give you a goad 
`~~rite-up. 

Company E 

1Wlaurice L. Liberatore of 230-232 
hTewark Avenue, Corner T h i r d 
Street, Jersey City 2.y N. J. has 
v~~ritten in a very nice letter, vve 
thank you a lot Maurice. The as-
sociation is growing. We have 
around one hundred ne~vv members 
what never knew that there was an 
association until this ,year. Again 
let me thank you and hope that 
you enjoyed the issue of the Blood 
and Fire. 

Janes E. Breinich of 505 Lake 
Street, Sa.ndp.oint, Ida,:ho, has sent 
i~~ llis three bucl~s, but that is all. 
I~To news about himself. If they do 
~1ot te~I me there is nothing I can 
`ti~ ~~ite. 

C©n~pa,ny F 

~~'eIl here is the Champion outfit 
of the association and. it is due to 
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cne member of that Company. 
'I'Izere are not enough words that 
you could say to th~.nk the former 
~.st Sgt. of Co. F. I-Ie works day and 
night writing to the men. Company 
F leads a1.1 other units in mem'~e~~~ 
ship. Se the staff of the Associa-
tion takes off their hats to Wil-
lia~~ G. S~21ith of 572 E. 351st St., 
~~'illoughby, Ohio, for his und~~ing 
devotion to the association. With 
mem'oers like him how can the as-
sc~ciatioll fail. Xou will see more 
6botlt Compan~T F in the editorial. 

Hez~e is another one for Smittjr, 
l~~e sends in the dues for Warner 
F. Carlisle (Jap} of 838 N. E. loth 
Ave., Portland 14, Oregon. Jap is 
Car~isle's nickname. Jap stayed in 
the service and is now stationed at 
th.e University of Oregon Dental 
School. He is married and has a girl 
two years old. Here is another one 
he sent in ; PLobert J. Scott of 946 
N.Highland Ave., Indianapolis 2, 
Ind. Here a1~e tvv~o ~~1ore he sent in ; 
Jahn E. Pradley of 1VI. C. 52, War-
ren, Ohlo ; and ~_rnold V~J. Preece, 
P. 0. Pox 3234, Indio, Calif. Plnad-
~.-as the 1st Platoon Sat. and no«r 
Iz.as 4 kids. He is a brickla.~jer con-
tractor. Preece was the 3rd Platoon 
Sgt., and Later a ~i~t. He has 2 kids 
one 7 years and ene 2 months. He 
h.as a ranch in the C~achella Val-
1ey be':ow the San Perna.rdino 
Itian ae. And anotl~.er one, Leonard 
P. Sokolove from 510 J~L~Iletin Pldg. 
City Hall Sq., I'1~.iladelphia 7, Pa. 
and another ; Ptioland Paquette, 132 
Orange Street, I~rl~Lncllester, N. H. 
Smitty has one mare tl~.at he sent 
in b~~t I am saving that one for last. 

Ed`7~~ and P. Rinaldi I1as sent in 
his check with ~, verjT nice letter. 
Sa td he eI1 j oyed~ t?ne last issz~e of 

the Plood and Fire, and tl~.~~t he wiill 
try his best to be at Phi:ly come 
next August. Pi~~aldi's address i;~ 
453A Central Ave., Hersey City, 
N. J. Have also received a. lette~~ 
f~•om bony ~12argotta of 2 5 8 7 
Spruce Street, Union, N. J., thanks, 
r~'ony for your letter. 

I was ~vaiti.ng to get more infol°-
mation on this next one that 
Smitty sent in, but at this writinb 
eve have not received the informer 
Lion that we want but ti~Te will write 
more in the next issue. AnV~-~av we 
are very proud ~ honored to have 
rim as a member of the associa-
tion. He is the only member of tl~le 
63rd Infantry Division to receive 
the iVledal of Honor. He is Jol~.n I'~. 
CTrews of 1506 S. P~ocku-ood, Okla-
homa City, Okla. I ho~~e by the 
next writing that we have mare in-
formation on t11IS so eve can give 
yoL~ all of the facts. 

Contpa.ray C 

V~re ha~~e received fro~~1 PLIch and 
72anl~in, Iaw~Ter of 14. Wet Sixth 
Avenue, Emporia, Kansas, h i s 
check, and we thank kiln a lot and 
hope to see him at the next re-
t? nion. 

We see by the Letter that Rob 
e tit E. P~obinsin has re_tllained in 
the s ~rvi ce. It is noT~ I~/Sgt., Pob-
e~~t E. P~,o'oinson, 14810 Irving Ave-
n~le, Dolton, I'l. I-Ie was 3rd Plat. 
Sgt. in the 63rd. Pest of luck, Pob, 
and hope to see you again soon. 

'~~~ e Ieceived a letter from Capt. 
Frank C. Ptiose, T~,~ho also remained 
in the service. I-Iis address is ; Com-
pany ~, 39th ILegt. gtll 1.J'IVISIon, 

~' Ort I)lk, N. ~. 
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I~~Gool~ artd ~I~E 
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Also heard from Est Lv. Wayne 
I'~eynolds who was with the X22 
dank Destroyer. Copt. I'tiose woL~ld 
like to hear from fort~~er ~s~e;nbers 
of Company G where he was C. o. 
Lt. ~~eynolds address is the sane 
as Copt. rose if you would care to 
~-~~r~te. 

Just 1^eceived a letter from John 
P.~ogalew~' cz, he is back in the serv~ 
ice, and in ~erma.ny. ~Iis address 
is 78=lath Crd. 1Vlaint. C~?oup, AI'o 
~ 54 care ~. I4T. Iti~ew ~or•l~, N. ~'. 

~op~e~ that ~ro~~ return in time for^ 
the x'~union John. I forgot to s~,y 
John is a Cpl. no~v. 

~-~e~.d~uarte~Ts C®pany9
3rd ~attal~on 

I-Tave gust received a letter from 
Max ~. Nier~Zan of 1425 Northern 
I;lvd., Flushing 5~, N. ~. I-Te would 
like to hear front Ne~ve?1 T3ritt but 
I don't I~ eve hire in the associa-
tion files, so if env of you boys 
know where I~ritt Lives, let Max 
know. Also send his name and ad~ 
dress to me and I will write to him. 

Albert ~. Mulle~~ has sent in his 
dues but no information about him-
self, only his address, 337 Florence 
.Ave., ~Iil~side, ~T. J. write one more 
the next tune, .Albert, 

~'o~pauy ~: 

welter I,'.ruta ha s written in a11d 
gives his address as : the Colum-
bian National Life Ins. Co., 4~ 
Court Street, ~rookl~Tn 2, N. ~'. 
~orry Walter about the misunder+ 
standing• bL~t hope to see yoga at the 
next reunion. Maybe we can bet it 
straio•htened out there, hope so. 

~Telvin ~'. Si'lverman is a ne~v 

~ne~nber in the association. 'phis is 
the fig:~st time that he~ knew about 
tI ~e Association, would like. to see 
sorr~e of h~ s old buddies at the next 
reur~ion, s'ald he would be there. 

Con~~~any ~ 

George r. Lacey has sent in his 
cheek for his dues and would like 
to hear from some of his old bud-
dies. his address, ~ ~r~.:l street, 
Charlseton 29, l~%lass. '~hanl~s foY9 
the xn1aS caY'd, ~xeo~_';e, sorry 

never had the time to send y oL~ one. 
I have so ~i'1Llcl~. tiTJo'lk here I don't 
have time to eat. See you at ('hilly, 
7 hope. 

Everett J. ~rallam has sent in 
his dues but no inf orrr~ation on 
himself. 

Let rYi~e know boys, let ~n.e knoww. 
his address is : ~.0~.5~ ~. wood St., 
Chica.ga 43, III, 

~ornpany I~JC 

J.E. Mex'ritt Jr., has sent in his 
dues but that is all. T-Iis address is 
care of Planters wholesale ~roc-
~ery, Clarksdale, Miss. 'that is all 
except 11e vas also a fog°~11er n~em--
ber of Company ~. 253rd. 

~,usse:l S. 'Tri:p~p has written in 
and sent his dues but failed to tell 
Lis what Coinpa~1y that he was 
with, so that is the reason that he 
is on the bottom. Let us know your 
Company, P~,ussell. ~e lives at 33 
ocean Street, New ~3edford, i~'Iass. 

~vti'ell that is all for 253rd at tl~ is 
time. 
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~LOo~ and ~~~,~: 

254th Infantry. headquarters and 
headquarters Company 

we have received word tlla.t Her-
bert :~. Dailey is now in ~~orea if 
you would care to drop him a line 
dust mail it to 332 ~''rederick Ave-
nue, Paltimore 29, IV~aY~yland, and 
Mrs. Dailey w~jll forward it on to 
him. 

I Dave ,just been informed that 
Neal H. Den~skie of HE'D Na. 2, 
Fairview, Lewistown, Pennsyl-
vania, would like to see some of his 
old buddies in Philadelphia come 
next August in file lobby of the 
Hotel Sylvania. 

waiter ~'. Phillips who co~1~es 
from No~. 1, nomoneda Street, Pay 
St. Louis, Mississ ippi has sent in 
his dues but .forgot to tell m.e what 
unit he was in, so I'zn placing hi~~ 
~vvith ~Ieadgt~arters Company. Let 
me know your unit waiter. 

Thomas .~. Hoctor of 60 S~und~ 
view Street, New Ho~chelle, New 
~'"ork wrote in and have me Frank 
I1/Iulligan's address but never ga~~e 
his unit, so I'm placing him with 
Headquarters Corr~pany. 

~Tere is another one who didn't 
tell his unit. H. Gordon Han'ev, of 
556 North 5th Street, Heading, 
Pennsylvania. Son~~e of the letters 
-with the above .names and ad-~ 
dreses were sent ta~ Washington 
and then Mere forwarded on ~o me. 

I have just received a very nice 
letter from Pobert C. Cap~asso, At-
torney at Law, of No. .6, Peacon 
Street, Poston ~, Kass. He has 
~ ust found out about the Associa-
tion and has offered his coopera-
tion in foaming a Ioea1 chapter 
around Poston. There's your start, 
yc~u bays up the~~e in I;os ton. That's 

tvvo of them now. Ed Cronin you 
know where to fi~1d him, so Iet's 
get on that and see if you can do 
as we11 as Philadelphia has done 
~~-ith their local chapter. Thanks 
Hobert for your offer. "You will 
Il.ave a lot of "Flood and Fire" on 
our hands very soon I'rn thinking. 

254th Medical I~etaeh~ent 

Doctor IVI. P. Orloff of 4712 S. 
Ashland Avenue, Chicago 9, Illinois 
h.as sent in his dues and we hope 
that he will make the reunion come 
August. 

Gerald ~. Plackburn of 3111 
Home Avent~e, IVlarion, Indiana has 
sent in his dues and a nice letter. 
Gerald tells us he is working in one 
of the Veteran's Hospitals at 
1Vlaraon and likes his work very 
much. IIe tells us that the training 
that he received while in the serv-~ 
ice helps him a Io~t at the hospital. 
deep up the good work Gerald, the 
boys in the hospital need you. 
Thanks for the comments about 
the December issue o~f the ".Flood 
~.nd Fire." I hope that you will like 
this one as well. 

Service C®ntpany, 254th 

James P. Pace has sent in his 
dues but never gave me any news 
to write about, so that is about 
all I can say for Service Company 
at this tine. Hope we have a lot 
i~zore news for the next issue. It's 
up to~ the members of each unit, if 
they send me the news I will pub-
lish it. I forgot to tell y, ou, Pace's 
address is 3541 P~idge Crest Drive, 
Jackson, iVIissssippi. I may also 
add, James has ah~eady paid his 
dues for next yyear. Thanks agai~1, 
James. 
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1~EO0D and I~'IIt,E 

~eadquax•ters~ and ~Ieadc~uai•ter~ 
Company, 1st Battalion 254th 

Just like Service Company. The 
only on~e~ who has written in, was 
John F. Bowen of 96 Perry Street, 
Apartment B 7, New York 14, New 
~.'ork. Thanks far• your three bucks 
John and we'll see you at the re-
union. 

Cox~lpany A, 254th . Infantry 

A few days ago I received ~~ large 
envelope. I think it was a 8 x 101/2. 
I said "Boys, I've got a lot of news 
now for Company A." When I 
opened it, there it was, three little 
lines, on a large sheet of par~~er and 
this is what was written : "NTy old 
outfit was Company A, 254th In-
fantry," and was signed Major 
Raymond Restain, Operation Of-
fice, The Infantry School, Fort 
L'enning, Georgia. Of course I'~a 
only kidding. Thanks fo~ry the letter 
11~Iaj or, and also your dues. If you 
see any more of those- for~neh 
``Blood and Fire's" down there, get 
on to them to send in their ad-
dresses and :Former units. 

C©n~pany B, 254th Infantry 

R. E. Hoover, of 100 South 36th 
Street, Camden 5, New Jersey. has 
written in and sent h.is three 
bucks. Said he liked the December 
issue of the "Blood and Fire." 
Thanks, and. I hope to see you in 
Philadelphia next August 

We have heard from C~. C. Hath-
away, who after coming out of 
1-1 ~eservice, attended four years at 
the University of Connecticut and 
now is employed by T'he Cnited 
States Forestry Service. He is now 

married and has a daughter, who 
was born last fall. Said he~ would 
like to hear f ro~m same of the boys. 
Lest of luck Charles and try and 
make the reunion if possible. 

Company C. 254th Infantry 

1st Lt. Ben F. Dobyns Jr., has 
sent in a very nice letter and his 
dues from up where its cold and 
I mean its cold. Yes, old Ben's up 
Alaska v~ay for a tour of duty but 
expects to be back in time far the 
reunion. }3en would Like to hear 
from sor~ne of you. It gets very 
la~nesome up~ there, so drop him a 
card fellows. His address is : Lt. 
Ben F. Dobyns Jr., ASN 0558"791, 
B Btry. 147 F. A. Bn, APO 949 care 
Postmaster, Seattle, Washington. 

Fred Martell has vc~ritten to the 
Washington address and gave his 
address as 131 Washington Street, 
Poughkeepsie, New York. Some of 
you who live up that way get him 
in the Association. 

IYledi cal Detachment, 3rd Ian. 

Raymond R. Mainini of 70 Water 
Street, Milford, Mass., has w~•itten 
in and sent his three bucks and 
has offered to send his list of 
names and addresses. I'm ~ waiting 
for them Raymond and hope that 
you will make the reunion If you're 
close to Boston, go in and see Mr. 
Cronin. If the Chapter is organized 
they will need all the help that 
they can get See you in August. 

Company E, 254th Infantry 

Had a very nice letter from How-
ard (Howdy) Wilcox, who is doing 
very well for himself. He is con-
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netted ~~~it11 the Indiana University 
Foundation, Ii~emorial Union Euild-
ing, Blcamington, Indiana. He sure 
has helped the Association out. He 
gave n1e the address of Lt. Van 
Sant who i s now a paid member of 
the Association. He also sent in 
sorrze news about ~~mes Crow vvho 
is new in his third year at Vest 
I~oint. ~Ie also sent nevus about Col-
o:nel Er~Tan, vv~ho is now raisir~.g 
grap~fru3 t de.~ep 1 n the heart of 
Tex~~s. Oh yes, I ,just received Co?-
oz1el Eryan's dazes in the mail to-
day. Iliad Iasi the Colonel's ad-
dress until ~1Vilco~x wrote me. He 
~~~ould like for Con1pany E or any 
m ember of the 2nd Eattalion 
~S~:tI1 to drop hiz~1 a card and let 
l~im know then ~~Izel~~e~.bauts. He is 
?~ ow Executive D?lector of t h e 
FauzAdation. He also Is Executive 
O-ffice~~ of tIze 15~nd Infantry, 38th 
Division, Indiana National Guard. 
'Thanks ~~14Ti}cc~x for Maur offer to 
help. you have ahneady helped 
}Dads and if I need you I sure wi ~ I 
be calling on you. If I c~;~Lzld get 
letters like this one, pul:~Iishing the 
"Eiood and Fire" vc- nuld b e easy 
Mope to see you in Philadel~~hia. 

Daniel I~~. Van Sant of 16.474 
~i'~~ebster Road9 Eerea Ohlo, has 
r~ ~~ ~ his dues and solxze names an d 
acldreses. One of them w~ s ~Tohn 
C~~~~.y of 3503 Eloclg eft. Houston, 
Texas. He sure would life to hear 
fz~oln Fritzie I~roeren, Geol~~•e I'~o-
gusol1, Mac P. white, and ~1Varren 
IV[aupin. If anyone kno~~~s their 
address please send tllen1 to ~l~e 
and I will pass them c>n to Dan. I 
~~~ iil ~,~Trite th ern ~1so about the As-
sociation. I nea.I~l,y forgot to tell 
~.Tou, ~t~an Sa~1t Inarl~ied that b irI 
from Eaton ~tiou ~; e ~? nd they no~v~ 

have two children, a boy and a girl 
arzd ex~~ecting another one soon. 
Ho.E~~e it's a boy Dan. Va.n says he 
will try and hake the reLxz1ion if 
possible '.dry hard Dan. 

Company ~', 2 54th Inf a~ltry 

Harald K. ~.aCrosse has sent in 
I~_is dues aI~ d a nice letter telling 
us about his visit with old Een 
Debel~g and w2.~.lter Cry down Iowa 
~~-ay during the summer. Said he 
}~a~~~ed to be at the reunion with hls 
~~~ife and son. On yoLzln travel, if 
you are in this part, visit the Nati-
on~,~.I Headquarters of the best seln-
vice asSOClatlall there is today. 

~'I. E. Doppo of ~..rthur, Illinois, 
I~.~is w.~ritten in ~tiTantin.g information 
~~boL2t tI~ e assc~czaflon. Doppo n.ow 
has his own business, a clothing; 
ste~re, at Arthur, Illinois. Drop him 
a card fellows. `ell hiln you'll meet 
I i im at file reunion. 

l~.rnold D. Perko wrote in and 
~.a.id he tI10Llght he was the only 
Gard Division min ti~vithin 50 z~liles 
of Ashland, ,yoLz can never tell 
where the 63rd xnen a.l~e. They ma,y 

be your next door ne~ o•hbor. Ar-
l~old is in the feed store business 
in Ashland, OI1io, so any of ,you 
}goys down that way with a lot of 
cows ~:nd horses look Lzp old Perko. 
Ile will be a~t the reunion cope Au-
~~Lzst. iIis address is 401 Vine St., 
Ashland, Ohio, so drop hil~1 a card. 

If any Inet~lbel~ of the 63rd I)i-
v? s? on ha~~~pens to be around '~1Vest 
~~nfield Drive-in ~'heatl~e, il~West 
Fnfiold, l~~Ia.ine, your membership 
card will get yc~Lt a free I~iovie at 
the Dz~ive-in Theatre. It is man-
y ged b~v nol~ e other than Sant 
hTyer. II~e Inakes I1IS home at 1~5 
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ZVlap+le Street,nango~^, Maine. Said 
1~.e would try .and make the re-
~~n;on.:~est of 1L~~k on your new job 
~a~rn, see you in August. 

' ~ ~onlpany~ C, 254th Tnfantr3~ 

,- . F'. S. Stover sure wrote in a nice 
letter. Said he would like to hear 
from the members of the 3rd Pla~ 
toon and would certainly be in 
Philadelphia for the reunion. leis 
address is ~fiings I~ighway, ~`orth 
~~aven, Cannectic~tt. Drop hint a 
line G Company and meet him in 
the lobby of the hotel in Aub°~ust~ 

~o~p~,ny l~, 254th Int'antry 

T received a letter that will sure 
get some act~ol'1. A former member 
of Company ~ wrote and asked 
fog^ the address o~f Alfred I-~ard 
~crho was also a member of Com~ 
pany f-I. ~e said in his letter that 
he borrowed $15.00 from Alfred 
in Paris back i11 1945 and he would 
like to repay hint, ~e would also 
1~ke to hear from any of the boys 
from Company ~, so drop him a 
line ~ Corn~~~any. 1Vlaybe you can 
talk hiin into coming to the re-~ 
~.lnion. Tf any : of you have Alfred 
bard's address, send it to~ nee and 
T will let John know what it is. 
T forgot to tell you who the f e11ov~ 
is. Tt's John A, iV~onaham of 591 
,Diamo11d Street, San Francisco 14, 
~alif'ornia. 

Gerson Felder has also sent in 
his dues. his adders is 2~2 I~~.w-
thorne 1Averlue, Newark S, ~`ew 
Jersey. 'thanks Felder, we'll b~e ex~ 
pecting to see you at the reunion. 

Gordon ~. Derr you know, is 
now a rnenaber of the ►State Asp 
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sen~.bly of Illinois. Yep ! Old Gordon 
has gone up in the world Ibis ad-
dress is Gordon ~. Derr°_ 51st Sen-
atorial District, ~rookport. Illinois. 
~1e will see us in Au~us$. 

headquarters and ~ead~ua~•ters 
~Con~~auy, 3~cd ~attallon 

~Imon S. f'tiice Jr., wrote in send-
ing his dues and a list of names 
and addresses, eve sure thank you 
~l~non fol^ both. If any of you 
~vvould care to write to Elmon .just 
send it to Amon S. P,,ice ~`~.^., Car 
'~e~°vine, Georgia. 

'we have received a nice letter^ 
~ro~n TJevvis G. Groebe whose ad+ 
dress is 7'7 'west Z1Vashington St., 
Chicago 2, Illinois. Lewis is con-
nected with ,[.Tngaro ~ Sh~Erwoo~d, 
Attorneys and Counsellors, at the 
above address. Lewis didn't te11 Lis 
this but sent a clipping from the 
Chicago T~aily ~'ribune, dated Jan-
uary 9, 1952. phis is what the 
clipping says : gL~ote "Step►hen T. 
Gonczy, who vvas a former mem-
ber of Division Pleadquarters) was 
voicing a measure of respect for 
the authenticity of .detail in "De-
c~Sion before Dawn,'' the motion 
picture version of George ~owe's 
Novel, "Call ~Ct 'treason." It's the 
storyof the GSS open^atio~n in which 
A_n~.erican Army Intelligence sent 
German prisoners of War into the 

eich in its last days, as spies. 
Gonczv was a paY^t of the project 
as a Sargeant in the 7th Arzny," 
1:1ngL~Ote. I~`ow the story of the pic-
ture was that it was made up of 
the complete route of the 63rd 17i-
vision through Mannheim, Heil-
bronn, wuerzburg, Crailsheim, 
~1~uernberg, Aalen, Augsburg and 



ELO~D and FIRE 

~1lunich. So if any of you boys 
would Iike to br;ng back old n1e-
mol~ies, go ~; see the picture, "De-
cision Before Dawn.' Thanks for 
~c~ul~ letters and news a b o u t 
Gonczy. I would like to have I11s 
address to get him to become a 
member, would like to see you both 
at the reunion too. 

C®rn~a,ny I~, 254tI1 Infantry 

A very rice letter was j List re-
ceived from John ~E. House of 90~ 
Cuyuga Street, PLome, New York. 
~Iohn wa.s telling us that 11e is no`~v 
Chaplain of the Veterans of For-
eign Wars. Two of our forrnel~ 
membelns of the Division that gave 
their Iife over there were brOUbht 
I:~ack to Ptiome, New Yolk for bur-
ial and he attended thelr funeral. 
They were S. Sgt. Stanley Szur and 
S. Sgt. Tony Greco, both of P~on1e, 
NEw York. John would life to heal 
from Thomas Luizzi, Red I1Ii11eIn 
and Dalton Hall. If any one knows 
o~' theiln address please send them 
to n1e and I will send them on to 
John. John expects to be at the re-
union this year. 

Bernard Scllne~ der wl~ o Iives at 
"`~~5 GI"and COnCOurse, New York 
~~~. New York, has sent in his dues 
and would Like to hear from a lot 
of the boys from Company Ii. 

C®n~pany L, 254ti~ Infantry 

PLII"C~11 Marshall of Hana~vel~, 
Virginia, one of the cooks from 
~~ood old Company L, has sent in 
his dues. I'm hoping to see him at 
Philadelphia come August. 

Sergeant Jesse Phelps who is 
now in C-ernzany di•op~~ed a Line. 
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Suppose he never had enough be-
fol~e and ti~~ent back for more, or 
maybe 11e had something to go 
back for, I wonder ? Well, Jesse 
tells us that he expects ~to~ be back 
in time for the reunion and would 
like to see alI the gang at the Hotel. 
Sylvania on August 22, 152. He 
said in his letter that 11e 11as met 
a lot of the boys from the 631nd and 
they get togetllel~ now and then for 
a talk abcL~t old tunes He ~~cTould 
like to hear fl~o~~1 all the boys out 
of Company L. His address is Ser-
~eant Jesse Palelps. PtiA3363~83~, 
Company F, 26th Infantry Ptiegt. 
APO 1139, care Postmaster, New 
York, Ne`~T Yolk, drop 11i~n a line 
fellows. 

I have received dues fro 111 
C eol~~e E. Par~ler whose address ~ s 
27 North Gladstone Avenue, Mar-
~~ate, New Jersey. Thanks for your 
letter George and I hope to see you 
in Philadelphia, if you know of any 
n~ol~e of the gang have them write 
me. . 

Had a very welcc~~ne C1~I~isfma s 
cand and letter from OId Victor 
Konal~sl~i who Iives ver~T close to 
our past President. Ed Cronin. Hi.s 

ddress is Post .office Pox 1526, 
S~~I~ingf~ eld. Mass. Thanks a lot vic 
fol~ .your offer to~ help.. I will see 
what I can do. I~Tr. I Cronin has 
written to most of tllern and a lot 
of them have sent in their dues. 
Hope to see ~Tou in August: As 
President of tJ1~e Association. I'n1 
very sorry to have so few of my 
own outfit_ re~I~esented in this is-
sue of the "Blood .and Fire," but 
I ~vIl see what can be done about 
it in the future issues. 



BIJ~}~D and ~I~,~ 

Comp~,nf I~, ?54th Infantry 

willi~~n K. ~,enner has sent in his 
dues from 246 Cl~urch Street, Sun-
bury, Pennsylvania. Said he ex-
pects to be at the reunion. T won-
de~n if his former Fi~~st Serg ant 
will make it ̀' T'm waitinb•, Sipsy. 

Alfred I~. T~Tulem, 1315 North 
Peckley, D~-llas, Texas, has sent in 
his dues wit13 a very nice letter. 
Alfred said that he will b~ at the 
Y~e~a.nioln ~,nd would like to see all 
the o~ d "Gang." will y, ou meet Al-
fred in the hotel loyby, boys? ~~, 
its a date. 

0 

255th ~~~ ' A~~~,~~ I~,~C~II~~~'~ 

Service C~omp~any 

Received a letter fron3 Ptiobert F. 
Herzler of 26 North 30th St. Ptiich-
mond, Indiana but no printable 
netivs. 

Cannon Company 

Frank E. Dean sent in his dues 
from 714 North, Jefferson Street 
Robinson, Illinois but no news. 

Sebastian 1'ietropinto sent i n 
his dues and said if any one cared 
to write they could send it to hi~n 
in care of 'E. J. Carswell, 1810 Den 
ox Road, Schenectady, ~T.~Y . 

~.nti-'dank Company 

Received a nice letter fro m 
Peter Mercurio of 355 Atlantic. 
Avenue, f;rooklyn 2, NewYork. 

11~edical Detachment . , 

William ~-Zense'r wrote and said 
13e ~~~ould like to hear from df his 
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old buddies, His address is 19702 
Stout, Detroit 19, Mich. 

George fiance also wrote in, sent 
his dues and said he would like to 
hear from anyone in his old outfit. 
His address is 1006 Pennock Ave.,_ 
I~Tashville, Tennessee. 

Company ~', 25 5th Infantry. 

Donald F. Charles of 709 South 
Skinker Plvd., St. TJouis 5 Missouri 
wrote in and sent his dues. He has 
sent in his d~.~es so n1~.11y times he 
was about ready to give ups, since 
h e had never received his ~~zember-
ship card. T hope that by now he 
has his new one. 

James J. I~IcPride lives at 1155 
Sanger Street, Philadelphia 24, Pa. 
if anyone cares to write him. 

Ptieceived a letter from RFD 1, 
Pox 204, Kingston, New York, and 
it was signed by James J. Rua. 

Got a l~e~tter from Robert L. Sch-
epps, 2504 Peverely T;,oad, Prook-
lyn 26, New 'Y~orl~, telling us he 
would be at the reunion. See. you 
in Philadelphia in August Pob. 

Jack Daugherty from our 13o~st 
city of this y, ears' reunion h~. 
written in and sent a nice list of 
names and addresses. Thanks, Jack 
we'll see y. ou in August in tl?e lob-
by. Jack's 13o~ne~ is at 4621 North 
1~osehill Street, P13ila. 20, Pa. 

Claude Collier has sent in his 
dues from ~~iTandalia, iV~issouri, ~~ 
'~7Vestern Altta Assoc. Store. Good 
luck, Claude. 

Co~a~pany I, 255th Infantry 

~,eonard ~D. Slczensny no~vv lives 
at 518-P East Gale Street, An~•o1a, 
Tndiana~ 



BLOOD and FIRE 

James V. Richards notified us 
he lives at RFD 3, Angola, Ind. 

Company ]~, 25th Infantry 

Ray Hintz has written in. Said 
he would like to hear from anyone 
His address is 112 West 1Vlain, 
I+'Iora, Indiana. 

Caput. John VV. Brown who is now 
on his way to Korea, said if any-
one cared to «rite him they could 
send it to his home address 253 ~~'. 
Crystal Lake Avenue, Haddonfeld 
I~Tew Jersey. Best of lucre on your 
trip, Captain. 

Michael R. Gannet has sent in 
his dues front Bureau of European 
~ ffairs, Departxn~ent of State, 
V~ashin gton 25, D. C. 

Company L, 255th Infantry 

Cecil L. Johnson has sent in his 
dues. Cecil is now located at 1410 
Colarado, Kansas City 1, Missouri. 

Bernard Coyne of 104 Avenue A, 
Pittsburg 21, Pa., has v~jritten in 
and said he would like to hear from 
some of the a~ld .gang. 

Bernard I12. Serlin sent in his 
check and would like to hear from 
some of you. IJis address is 21 East 
37th Street, New York 16, N. Y., 
I~ow about someone dropping these 
fellows a line. 

Ted Schaupp is only two 'blocks 
from the hotel where the reunion 
will ~be held. You may contact him 
at S. C. Johnson c~ Son Inc., Term-
inal Cam. Bldg., 401 North Broad 
Street, Phila. 8, JPa. 

Well I've come up vv~ith a Ietter 
ti~~ith~ some news in it. It came fro~rn 
Bernard G. Pastor. He tells me he 
hopes to be in Philly this August. 
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Bernard is married now and lets 
us know that he is the f ath~er of 
tY°iplets. The association congrat-
ulates you Bernard. We are proud 
of ya~u and hope they are all boys, 
ii.' you wanted them that vvay. 

I have contacted all the members 
of the Division and many letters 
returned. If you have some add-
resses, send them to me and I will 
contact there as soon as I get their 
new address. 

Con1pany 1'VI, 25 3th Infantry 

Capt. Abraham S. Lincoln ha.s 
has returned to~ the service. He 
sent in his dues from 703rd AAA 
Gun Bn., Fort Hancock, N.J. Drop 
him a line fellows., y, ou can never 
tell ~~~Iien you will have the same 
address. 

861st F. ~.. Battalion 

Gordon Boring sent in his dues 
f~.~om 617 Lammont Street, John-
son City, Tennessee and said }1e 
hoped to see the gang in Philly 
come next August. 

Robert G. ~-Tohoney has written 
in frol~~ 780 Elm Avenue, Wynd-
moor, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Raymond F. Mascio will be in 
Philadelphia for sure, his home is 
at 28 Roselle Avenue, Pleasantville 
New York. 

862nd F. A. Battalion 

C~.pt. John H. I12erce, Jr, wrote 
u s fr~~~~ down Florida way, said he 
would like to hear from Lt. Sa~n-
t~ eI. "OI1", Lt., drop the old man a 
card. 
The Captain da~n't know if he will 
make the reunion this year or not, 
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in combat in Korea. Sorx°y to hear 
this Burdette. Let one know Good-
son's first name and his hone ad-
dress if you have it. We would like 
to write his family. Keep the news 
coming Burdette, hope to see you 
at the reunion. 

John B. Harvie, Jr. of 42 Ver-
planch Ave., Beacon, New Yor°k 
has written in and said he would 
like to hear from anyone that cares 
to write. 

Jack 1VIcGarr Jr. wrote in. He not 
only sent in three bucks but six 
bucks. Thanks, Jack. Some of you 
drop him a card. I'm sure that he 
would Like to hear from the old 
gang. He is down deep in the heart 
of Texas. Down at Rt. 1, Plainview, 
Texas. 
71 S F. A. lBattalion 

Joseph J. Bavasso of 146 Presi-
dent Street, Troy, New York, sent 
in his dues and said he expects to 
be at the reunion. 

Mike McKillap has written a 
news letter about former members 
of his unit and mailing it out to 
them. A ve~~y nice job Mike, and 
keep it up. Mike's address is 317 
Hamilton Avenue, Riverhead, N.Y. 

James O'Gorman wrote a very 
nice letter to us. Thanks a ~ot Jirn. 
He tells us that he was married by 

Father Guinan in May 1950 and 
now has a baby boy. Congratula-
tions, James my boy, and may he 
be President tivhen he ~~ows up. 
James is employed by the Benzig-
er Brothers Publishers i n New 
York. He said he would be at the 
Convention and expects to see all 
of the members of the 71Sth. Yes, 
his wife and boy will be there too. 
James lives at 1912 Hennessy Pl. 
Bronx 53, New York, if you care 
to drop him a line. We will see you 
in the lobby James. 

W.W. (Old Bill) Woods has writ-
ten in a most welcome letter from 
621 Broadway East, Montesano, 
Washington. He ran into Don Sel-
berg out there in his home town. 
Don is working at a service station 
is married and has trade his home 
there. Better get on Don about the 
Association, BiII. I haven't heard 
flnom him yet. 

Horace A. Somes, Box 63, New 
Lisbon, New Jersey, promises to be 
in PhiIadelphia.. Hopes to see all of 
the gang there in the lobby. 

Arthur C. Mc1Vlullen of Magnolia 
Farm, Pinehurst, North Carolina., 
sent in his dues but didn't include 
any news about himself or anyone 
else. 

--PUT ME ON THE MAILING LIST—

I-Iere's My $3.00 Dues For 'S2 

NAME 

STREET ADDRESS 

CITY .STATE 

COMPANY or BATTERY 
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BE SEEING YOU AUGUST 22, 23, 24 

~.T 

HOTEL SYLVANIA 

HOTEL SxLVANIA 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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