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A I~.I`E OF CLARIFICA~'IO~T 

At the San Francisco Reunion, I stood on 
the podium and announced the dates, rates, ~~..~. 
and references of the Court of Flags Hotel 
in Orlando. Then, it was the Florida Chap-
ter s intention of keeping that date . 

On the day after the San Francisco con-
vention. I was congratulating John Santang-
elo for a fine show. He asked why the Flor-
ida group did not contact the Marriott 
Hotels in Orlandom I told him both Nate 
Spiegel and Gar Judy were each given a cold 
reception by Marriott people in Orlando, 
on separate occasions0 

To be brief, John and I went down to the 
Sales Managergs office° He contacted Or-
lando ® A°f ter several cool conversations , 
the Orlando Marriott turned around 180 
degrees® They offered us a fine contract. 
In comparing the Court of Flags vs. the 
Marriott, the earlier convention date, the 
free airport shuttle, a $50.00 per couple 
savings round trip (coming by air), the 
25o food discount, a committee of 10 de-
cided the change would benefit most members 
of the 63rd Division Association° If the 
change in time is inconvenient for anyone, ~~: 
I apologize o 

For any additional information, please ad-
dress any phone calls or letters to my 
attention. 

Hank Greenberg, President 
9035 Flynn Cirrl~~ 
Boca Ra tol ~, F L 3 3 4 9 6 
(407) 451-179 

~ ~ 



PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Well, 1989 is now history.' Spring of 1990 will bring Easter and Pass-
over. This spirit of rebirth will also be present in the r~linds of the 
Hotshots of the 63rd Infantry Association. 

From Aug. 29 to Sept. 2 , 1990, the special feelings of friendship will 
reunite this group. This closeness seems to grow with every reunion. 
N o one knows hcw many we have left , so enjoy each onF of therr~~. 

This year, the f ~.rst one hundred to register on the enclosed 63rd Acti-
vi ty Form with an accompanying check wi 11 have a chance to wine tian~u~~,r 

,tlnmol t 
Sc}'fie 

ON SAN D 

ON THE SEA 

INf TH 1E AIR 

A free ~~otel Room for the Reunion 
a t Orlando Airport Marrio t t 

A free 3-Night Cruise to Nassau 
on Ernera ld Seas Ship for Two 

A free Round-Trip Flight for Two 
anywhere Delta flies 

Pop Young, our Executive V.P., will be in charge of banquet seating, 
which will be made by major unit. Special requests for seating of 8 or 
more people wi.l l be honored. Ir►elude these requests w~. th your 63rd 
Registration -Activity Form. ~'a avoid. Chow Line Mania , s ea tir►g wi 1l be 
by preassigned table numberso 

Call "A Travel Corner" at 1-800.888-3313 (free) for special Delta Air-
lines discounts for 63rd Reunion; also help in book.i ng other a~.rlines 
or car rentals e Asl:. for Sally or Marlene. 

Left : Matt ~3Ubay 

r:~ig1ht: Hang{ Greenberg (age 19) 

r~iarch, l9~'}~ at Saarg~7{~,ind 

first city in Germany 

Shy-~~e - and Phcto. 

Free ~3ath - Hairc:.~~t 

Yours in Comradeship, 

Hank Greenberg 

• • ~~ • ~ w w * ~ * ~ 

INFORMATION CONCERNING THE TOURS YOU WILL BE TAKING WHILE IN ORLANDO 
FOR THE 63rd INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION 42nd ANNUAL REUNION 

Thursday, August 30, 19900 

UNIVERSAL STUDIO, 9:30 am to 3:00 pm 

You will leave the hotel by bus at 9x30 am and proceed to Universal 

Studio Plazae At this attraction, you can visit movie theme attract—

ions, live shows/interactive Pvents and motion picture backlots. 



As you meander through the attraction, you will come across costumed 
charcters, lookalike characters, dining and food, and shopping. It 
will be a lot of fun, however we think that at 2:30 pm, you will be 
ready to load on the buses to return to the hotel before the evening 
entertainment begins. ~' 

KENNEDY SPACE CENTER, 9:30 am to 3;~J0 pm 

At 9:30 am, you will leave the hotel by bus for a trip to the Kennedy 

Space Center, where you find a few changes, if you have not~been 

there within the past year. The price includes the Space Center bus 

tour and IMAX (The Dream is alive}. All other attractions are free 

and there is a new cafeteria is available for your convenience.You 

will load aboard the buses at 2:00 pm for the return to the hotel 

for a little rest before the evening entertainment. 

Thursday Evening, August 30, 1990 

SEA WORLD 5:00 pm to 9:30 pm. 

When you load aboard the buses at 5:00 pm, you will find that a 

pleasant evening awaits you at Sea World. For those who desire, 

there will be a Polynesian Luau and Dinner•- Show. The dinner will 

be a real South Seas feast featuring roast pork l .in with sweet 

and sour sauce or King Kamehameha Seafood Platter. These are only 

the main courses and before the evening is over, you will know what 

a stuffed turkey feels like. The show features South Sea musician 

and dancers plus an exciting fire-knife dancer. For those who do 

not favor the above, you may want to come Sea World just to view 

the attraction and to eat at the various food stands throughout 

the park. 

Friday, August 31, 1990 

SEA Escape, 7:00 am to 5:00 pm 

You can look forward to a day of fun,rest or relaxation, which ever 
you choose as you board the buses at 7:00 am for the trip to Cape 
Canaveral where you will board the Sea Escape. This is early in 
the morning , howe.ver do not eat breakfast before you leave f or it 
will be served aboard ship when you arrive. The tour also includes 
lunch, casino, lounge shows swimming, dancing or just plain sun-
bathing, The choice is yours. There are handicap facilities aboard 
the ship so all can enjoy this tour. The ship will return to port 
at 4:00 pm and you should be back at the hotel by 5:00 pm. 

EPCOT CENTER. 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

This is a tour where you will want to take it easy and pick out the 
things you would like to see that day, because it is impossible to 
see everything unless you are a race horse. All of the attractions 
are worth while seeing and there are several new ones since 1984. 
One of the ones that has opened recently, is the Norwegian. pavilion 
and it seems to be one of the favorites for visitors. You will leave 
the hotel at 9:00 am and return to the hotel 4:00 pm. 



Letters To 

The @di~o~ 
To the Men of the 63rd Division: 
Your kind expression of sympathy is grate-
fully acknowledged and deeply appreciated. 

I cannot tell you how touched I was by 
your beautiful gift of flower 

The comradeship Jack had with the unit 
rleant so much to him, and although he knew 
that he was very ill, he was determined to 
make the trip to San Francisco, knowing 
that it would be his last. 

Thank you all for your love and compassion 
and for the cards, and phone calls. GOD 
willing, I shall see you in Orlando. 
ti~7ith sincere thanks 

Jane E. Grant 

I am trying to continue my husbands ef-
forts to obtain his Silver Start Medal. As 
I understand it, all records have been 
lost following a f ire at the Personnel 
!Center in St. Louis. I would appreciate 
any assistance in my efforts. 

'I`hank you , 
Shirlee Smolin 
3729 Silverwood Dr. 
York, PA 17402 

Note : Edwin was a Lt . in Co"A" 254th Inf . 
and is buried in Arlington National 
Cemetery. 

I would like to contact the soldier who 
was next to me, when I got wounded Feb. 6, 
1945. We were in the woods near Saargue-
mines and Woelf ling . It was shortly after 
we crossed the railroad tracks. I only re-
member his nickname, it was "Mousey". If 
anyone has any information on this "hot-
shot", please contact me. Your assistance 
would be greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
Irwin Lieberman, 
124 Nandina St. 
Phi la. , PA 1911_6 
Co"L" 255th Inf . 

REUNION DATES TO ~:R..... 
AUGUST 29 to SEPT 2nd at the 

ORL,~N]DO AIRPORT N[ARRI O'I'I' ... . 

dear Nate: 
The enclosed reference on Charles Blue, 
( listed in TAPS column) , who followed Gen . 
-Hamblens reference to find Siegfried Line 
Pillbox #24, the first destroyed by the 
63rd and then shipped 80 lbs. of the con-
crete from #24 to this country for encase-
ment into paper weights. 

It was Charles who served in Germany as 
contact man for our 63rd 1987 ETO tour. 
Charles' German wife Dona speaks of mem-
bers of our 63rd association as being part 
of Charles' USA family, of which she has 
great fondness. Mrs. Blue's father was an 
eye doctor in Germany, and during the sum-
mer of 1945, a young US Army corporal, who 
could speak perfect German, visited German 
Dr. Flamm, to have a piece of trash re-
moved from his eye. The American was Henry 
Kissenger, who continued a long time cor-
respondence with Dr. Flamm, until Dr. 
Flamm passed away a few years back. 

Randy Wesson...."D" 253rd Inf. 
* ~ 

The following was sent to me by Ed Kelly, 
"E" 253rd, which he saw in the vFtnl mag-
azine. 
Seeking Edgar Brown (MT), Edwin Berse, 
(Gowron, IL) , Mazzaro (CA) ,Collins (MT) , 
Feister (OK) , and Wolf , to verify my head 
injury, and almost losing my lef t ear 
while unloading a Liberty Ship with our 
supplies. Please contact Robert L. Kean, 
P.O.Box 445, Pleasanton, CA 94566.... 
Co"C" 254th Inf. 

Note: Robert is not a member of our assn. 
If any of you California Hotshots live 
near Bob, try to get him back into the 
fold, and let him know about the insert 
i n the ~3 lood & Fire . 

Our lovely ladies at our S.F. Reunion. 



~RIDA ~ ...Pres. Hank Greenberg 

We held our semi-annual reunion at the Or-
lando Airport Marriott December 1st and 2nd 
1989. More than 50 members attended and 
were favorably impressed with the friend-
liness of the staf f and the quality of the 
food. As a prelude to the August 29th to 
September 2nd, 1990 Reunion, it bodes fair 
tidings. Two new members attended. They 
were _George and Jeanne Derederian, and Paul 
and Mary Obal. 

It is said that practice makes perfect, so 
we will repeat this again May 10th and 

11th 1990, as a warm-up for our big Natio-
nal Reunion in August 1990° The place will 
be the Orlando Airport Marriott. Hosts will 
be Charles and Irene Cohen . Floridians and 
visitors are all welcome. 

Special Room Rate: $40 per night.o.place 
OR;L~~IDO AIRPORT ~'~AJ_RRIO~I~" ©.. 7 49 9 Augusta 
~~ational Drive o Orlando, FL. (407) 851-9000 
~'ax - ( 407) 857-6211. 

~ * ~ 

~. °~F" 253rd Inf ®.William "smith'° smith 

Those that did attend the Reunion at the 
Pocmont Lodge in Bushkill, PA., seemed to 
enjoy it, as at least 800 of those present 
have requested that I set it up again for 
next year (199 0 ) for the same t ime period . 

I have reserved a 24 room building at the 
Pocmont Lodge for Oct. 9th - 12th 1990, in 
"B" Building , "Sensor Adult Special" . Three 
meals a day--Four Days, three nights, and 
all kinds of recreational facilities. Enter 
-tainment nightly, $170.00 per person 
DOUBT,F OCCUPANCY. That's it-the whole pack-
~~ge, all you have to do is get there. We 
had 29 in °89, and hope to improve our at-
tendance this year. There will be a Hos-
itality Room. If interested please contact 
me at o 52 Palm Blvd. ® ~adisOn~ OH 44057.. 
or call (216) 428®5839. 

~ ~ 

moo. "I' ® 254th Inf . o .Charles Jenkins 
The 3rd weekend in May 1990 has been se-
lected as the dates of the '"Gathering a . 
It will be Friday, Saturday and Sunday, May 
18th, 19th and 20th, 1990e We will meet at 
the Colonial Inn on U.S. 441-23 South. Some 
of us will probably be there on Thursday, 
:Host will be arriving on Friday, but we've 
'gad one f e 11a who carne j ust f or Saturday . 

Come when you like, leave when you're ready 
and there are those who like to play golf 
before they leave. Room rates will be $38®
including Note 1 taxes for N . C . The mote 1 
accepts major credit cards, checks or cache 
Make your .reservations early: Colonial 
Inn Motel® P.O. Box 675® Franklin ® I~ 28734 
(704) 324-6600. That special rate of $38.00 
per night is up-to 4 people in a room. 

~ ~ ~ 

I.O. K . ... ~'AT~T, 'TII~G 
H©steel by .Nlag ~ Ohar i Froberg 

The fall meeting of the I.O.K. was held at 
the Quality Inn, Hocking Hills in Nelson-
ville, OH, on November 10th & 11th 1989. 
The mote l is located on the campus of The 
Hocking Technical College, and is operated 
by the college as par t of the i r Hote 1/Mote 1 
Management curriculum. Students (19-21) 
make the beds , c lean the floors , man the 
front desk, cook the meals and tend the bar 

In addition, there is a collection of log 
homes and buildings on the campus arranged 
in the positions they would occupy in a 
small frontier village. Here the students 
learn the old arts of building material 
making - log selection, bark peeling, form-
ing with buck saw and adz , etc . 

Sunday breakfast was held at the Ladge, at 
the Old Man's Cave, with vlslts to the 
sandstone caves and hollows of the Hocking 
Hills. This was a little experience that 
we all will remember. 

~ ~ 
PHILADFI~PHIA moPres. Iry schlocker 

Our Oct. 20, 1989 fall mini-reunion, held 
at the Pocmont Hote 1 in Bushkill, PA was a 
huge success. The "get-a-way°' weekend, at-
tended by 42 people was fulled with good 
company, great entertainment and lots of 
food° 

We were happy to welcome our newest members: 
Benedict and Marie Parenti and Gerard and 
Yvonne Pepe, who fit right into our group. 
At the close of our business meeting, 5 
prizes of $20.00 each were won by; Joseph 
Sokolowski, Raymond Mascio, Paul Huseman, 
Gordon Myers and Nick Castronova. The prize 
money drawn for the raffle is the Hote 1 °s 
"one free room for every forty" booking 
policy. We plan to have a Spring Brunch and 
a Fall Catskill Mln1.. o Anyone interested, 
please contact: Irv. schl~kera 935 Prince-
t®n Ave ® ® Phi .la o ~ PA 19111 g or call (215) 
342-.1488® 

.Philao Chapter continued on next page 



Chapter News Continueds 

The Phila. Chapter is sad to report that 
George Cahi 11, our beloved comrade and 
treasurer has died on December 29, 1989, 
after years of being seriously i 11® We wi 11 
miss George°s dedicated devotion and friend 
-ship. Evelyn Cahill, George°s wife will 
assume the Treasures position® Evelyn has 
worked very closely with George, and during 
the past 3 years she has assumed the re-
sponsibilities completely. 

The following poem was written by T~esley 
Banes (14 years old ) of Gar land Texas ~ It 
is based on a true happening in the life 
of his grandfather, then Capt® ~®hn B. 

Clore ® C'annon ~ y e 254th Info dt~ ing 
the Battle of Colmar 

Ada r 

The snow lay l ike a white blanket about the earth 

The smel l of death was thick In the air. 

The battle was done, 

The air was si lent. 

Many souls were released from their human shel l . 

Creeping slowly up the road of slush, 

Jas my grandfather' s ~ eep . 

It contained him and a mi l itary chaplain. 

The .jeep stopped. 

My grandfather staod up. 

The chaplain stUad up. 

A shat pierced the cold, si lent sky. 

A second passed: 

And then another. 

The chaplain fel l where he once stood. 

Acting swiftly, my grandfather raised hIs rifle at the 

fleeing sniper. 

Aimed. 

F1red. 

The sniper fel l. 

My grandfather knelt to the chaplain and wept. 

For it was planned for him to be where the chaplain now 

lay. 

DON'T FORGET ~IOUR DUESvs.m 
PLEASE SEND THEM Iiv NO~a ~ m 

TO OUR TREASURER! 

PATRIOTISM IS CONTAGIOUS 

SPREAD IT AROUND! 
There are s t i l l some I n dexes to Co 1 . Ha t-
cher ̀ s Book ava i 1 ab 1 e. I f you have the 
book, you might l ike one. Please remit 
$ i . 50, Lydia L i s zka , 19W 565 Dee rpa th Ln  . , 
Lemont, I L 60~?.~, to cover the ~pr i nt i ng 
and postage. 

Also, I had ava i 1 ab 1 e at the Reunion , 
1 i st i ngs by Regiment and Battal ion, oi~
member s of our Association. I f you woul d 
l ike such a l isting of YQUR REGIMENT, 
please rem i t $2.00 to cover the rep roduc-
t ion cos t an d mai l ing . 

bJe st i 1 1 have 63rd D i v. Assoc. Caps  
and they are s t i l l On l y $$. 00 . 
Make your checks out to the 63rd I n f . C i v. 
Assocv and mai 1 to above address. Cost of 
mai 1 ing is in the price. 

aL ~ v~ ~1~~1~ ~ S~ l ~~ 

Yel low 
Back-
ground 
~ Sword 

Captured German POI/Vs 

~~x
C: N - ~. .. 

Red 
Type 

and 



(in 1NW11)   LAST 

J~ ~~s~»~~ oarA roe x;~E ~~ ~r~ ~ ~~ ~~ ~ ~~ 

FULL NAnfiE: 
FIRST MIDDLE 

~~ ~~~~~ Y 

NICKNANIE(S)  

~JNIT(S) of 63rd ®i~ision Served ~~ 

Co./Btry.   Bn.   Regt.  Other  
Co . / Btry.   Bn .   Regt .   Other  
Co./Btry.   Bn.   Regt.   Other  
Co . / Btry .   Bn .   Regt .  Other  
o ©0 0 0 0 0 ©o 0 0 0 0 0 o a o e m o 0 0 0 0 0 0 o m o 0 0 0 0 0 ©0 0 0 0 ©o o m o o e o o e o 0 0 0 0 ®o 0 o e• e o e o e o 0 0 0 0 ©0 0 0 ©0 0 0 0 0 0 0©©0 0 0 0 0 o p o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o e o 0 o e o 0 0 0 o e o u o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0®~ 

HIGHEST 63rd ENLISTED RANK:  SERIAL NO. 
DUTY, SPECIALTY, JOB?:  
NAME AND RANK OF YOUR SUPERIOR OFFICER:  

HIGHEST63rd COMMISSIONED RANK: SERIAL NO. 
DUTY, SPECIALTY, JOB?:  
NAME AND RANK OF YOUR SUPERIOR OFFICER: 

DATE JOI N ED 63rd  DATE LEFT 63rd 
LOCATION:  LOCATION: 
PRIOR ORGANIZATION: N EXT ORGAN IZATION 

~63~'9~~ @td ~G9~ ~~ ~~ ITH THE 63rd INF. DBV. BEFORE ~ ~ ~~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ Yes, ❑ No 

WOUNDED IN ACTION? ❑Yes, ❑ No 
Date Town /Area 

,1  / / 

2.  / / 

3.  / / 

Ih1ERE YOU MISSING IN ACTION? 
❑ Yes, ❑ No 

RATTLE INJURY? ❑Yes, ❑ No 
Date Town /Area 

1 .  / / 

2  / / 
3.  / / 

WERE YOU A P.O.W.? 
❑ Yes, ❑ No 

NON~RATTLE INJU~~~? ❑Yes, ❑ No 
Date Town /Area 

1 .  / / 

2. / / 

3. / / 

Can you provide copies of orders, 
reports, rosters, etc.? ❑ Yes, ❑ No 

DECORATIONS AND AWARDS: 
V~/ith the 63rd Infantry Division in Europe 

❑ Distinguished Ser~~ice Cross 
❑ Distinguished Service Medal 
❑ Si Iver Star 
❑ Bronze Star Medal 
❑ Soldier's Medal 

Purple Heart 
Air Medal 

❑ Army Commendation Medal 
❑ Others:  

❑ Army Good Conduct Medal 
Combat Infantryman Badge 

❑ Combat Medic Badge 
❑ Other Combat Badges:  

❑ Foreign Decorations ~ Awards: 

Wife's name:  

® Current Address and Telephone: 

Home Address:  

Mai ling Address  

City:   State:   Zip:  

Phone: ( )  

® Submitted by: Relationship  

Name:  

Home Address:  

Mailing Address: 

City:   State:   Zip:  

Phone: ( )  

❑ 1~llark here and use the back for add'f. info and cornrnents. 
Thanks! 

Mail To: Bill Scott, (E~254), 407 S. ~lalnu$ Sto 9 Sycamore, IL 60~ 732234 



~o near to grandeured is our dust, 

So near to hod is roan; 

That when duty calls to youth "thou roust" I 

The youth replied, "I can'.' 

w • ~ . L I NK LATE R 

teed A~n~.~, 19 ~~9 H2 2 ~ 4 ~G~ I n ~ . 
3303 Lau.nc~ OaFz GVay, Sa~a~o~a, FL 34237 • . 

JOHN wAT~RS 

~t ~ied Oc~ob~~i 19, 19~9. . . . . .. . .~G3~.d S~.gna~ 
4917 Gnee.nhnoo~Z qtr.. , CG~an~2o~~e, NC 2 203. 

JACK GRANT 

~~~d Oc~obetz 2~, 19 9. . . . .... ~G3t~d S~c~na~ 
390 32nd S~. N•w. , wa~sG~~.ng~on, ~t C 2001 ~ 

~1 GUy LOCKN~R 

'~~.e.d Oc~o ben 2 0 , 19 ~ 9 • • • "A" 13~n y ~ 61 ~S~ FA 
4206 Fa~~~~ Rd. , ~a~~~.r,~otzc,M~ 2121 1  

ARTHUR ti4~ LCO LM 

"J~.ed Au.gu.~s~ 2~, 19 9 • . • • "A" ~~ny ~G 1~s~ FA 
700 Kno~~~s Utz. , Jac~.~sonv~.~~e, ~= L 32210 • . 

TOM NUG~NT 
~~.ed ~t e.cembetl G, 19 9 • . . " A'' ~3~tly ~G3.~zd FA 
721 A~~any Rd. , Lex~ng~~on, Ky 40302 

J0. (N F I N LAY 
~~.cd N o v emh etz , 19 ~ 9 C o"H" 2 ~ .~ ~l~. I n ~ , 
1014 Id~yw~.~d ~( tz. , R~.cG~mond, Ky 40473. • 

JOf-fiV L • ~THI~R 

•. 

~~ed ,~u.gu~s~ 1 1, 19~9• . . . . . • .AT 2~3tzd Ind• 
37 33 ~t an6u.tz y ~~. • , So • fiend, IN 4GG 14 • . . . 

JACK vw~Ns 
J~.e.d Se.~~embctz 14, 19 9 • •Co"~" 3Gand Meal. 

X 2 7 R~.v e.~.~~uc ~U-~.. , C ~~.n~o n, T1~1 3 7 7 I C 

~yRIL THOMPSON 
~~.ed N/A•• . .. .. . • ..••. • • .Ca"I" 2.~4~G~ Ind• 

'~~ 0 2 ~a~tzd Utz . A z sec NM ~ 7 410 e . . . • • . • .. • ~ 9 

L LOy ~( PACK 

~t ~.cd N/A • • .. o •~ ..•a o ov.00Co"I ►1 2~4~~2 Ind• 

101 Pu~.u.~.~, ~Jaco, TX 7G70~.. .. . • . . . . . .. . . . 

JOSEPH PAST~~fA 

~~.e.d N/A• . • .. . • ..... . . ....Ca►'I" 2~4~~ Ind 
16 A~s~en Lane, Mana~Caw~Z~n, NJ 0 ~ 03 0 

~MMIT U• FAGAN 

~t ~.e.d N/A. :: . • . . • . . . • . • . ... .Ca"I" 254~~. Ind. 
403 Mad-~~san, Man~sGca~~, TX  

S~yMOUR SINGLETON 

~~.ed N/A..... • ... • • . .. .... Co"I►' 254~Gc Ind  
R~ 3, Canon, NC 

JOHN J. FARR~LL 

~t ~ied A~n~.~, 19 ~ 9 • ... • ..... C o"A" 2 ~ 3rd I n ~ . 
70 Vandc~ive.e.~., Ho~~and, PA 1 ~96G 

RO~~RT T• ~OGAN 

~1~.ed Nay. 1989..... ..... .HQ 253~.d InU. 
G4 Dov~bnuy Rd., S~~c~.vcgU~e.~d, MA 01119.. ... 

~LM~R Hvus~ 
~~.ed Se~~emhcn 21, 19 9•"A" ~~ny ~G2nd FA 
4010 N.w• 17~G~ P~. , Ga-~ne~sv~.~~e~, FL 32603 • 

RAy FINK 

~~.e.d Oc~o b etl 14 , 19 ~ 9 .... C o"K" 2 ~ 3tzd I n ~ . 
P.O. fox X01, T~~.~o~~, IA ~0G7G 

THOMAS MILLS 

~~.e.d MatLcG~ 1 ~ , 19 ~ 9 . . • ... . C o"C" 2 ~ ~ ~G~ I n ~ . 
3321 N. Ptze.~sco~~ P~. , Tucson, AZ ~~71 ~. . . . 

~~wIN M. SMOLIN 

~l ~.ed Nay. 9, 19~9.. . ......Co"A" 2~4~G~ Ind. 
3729 S~.~v~tzwood Utz., yotzFz, PA 17402 

CUILLIAM GVILSON 

~I ~.ed Au.gu.~~
-  

2 4 , 19 ~ 9 • • • • • C o"A" 2 G and ~ ngtz . 
A d d tz e. ~s ~s n V 'l." :.t, v a ~ 'I. a IJ ~ C.. o • • o s • s • e • • • o • • • • • • • • 

~l~wAR~ G. JACKSON 

~ ~.e.d ~ e.c e.m 6 e~tz 12 , 19 ~ ~ • ... C o"G ►, 2 ~ ~ ~l~ I n ~ . 
100 N•w• 32nd S~. , M~ne~tza~ we~~~s, TX 76067 

JACK ~• F~RR~N 

~t ~.e~d Novemhctz 9, 19~G •~• • • •Co"H" 2~4~G~ In~j • 
7331 S•w• 10~G~ S~• , F~. Lau.detzda~e.,FL330G~ 

CHARLES ~LU~ 

~~ed Nov. 24, 19 9 • • . . • • . .. •H2 ~ !3~.d. ~3and 
6140 ~en~sG~e~m, Ge.tz~.atz~-f-(au~~mann ST, .~ • • . • 
~= ede.tza ~ Re,~u.b,~~.c Gctzmany 

JAN C . A~~RNATy 
~~ed ~[ e~ce.mb~tz 20, 19~9• •. •Co"A" 233rd Ind. 
P o O • fox 376, Gondonv~.~~e., TX 76243 

"T,4PS" con~~.nued• . . . 



III>TOIZIC N~1'~5 
by Mike paynor... 

~~~1e are having problems getting the cita-
tions of men who were reported to me as 
being recommended for the Distinguished 
Service Cross. If you know of any indi-
vidual or family, write to them for the 
citation and General Orders. Col. Hatcher 
in his book said he recortirnended Capt. 
Young, C.O., Co"A" 255, who was killed 
near Waldenburg. No one seems to know if 
he was awarded the D.S.C. We have written 
Personne 1 Center in St. Louis and Military 
Archives for the citation, and G0, no re-
sponse so far. In this issue of the B&F, 
there are two more citations of men who 
were awarded the D.S.C. I have two more 
names and citations to be published in a 
later issue of the B&F. If anyone reading 
this, knows of any 63rd men who were rec-
oln~-nended for the award please send it to 
me. Please include the full name, serial # 
(i f available) and unit. We may be able 
to get something out of the Personnel 
Center. 

1~~~ARD Off' `.I~ DISTINQUISI-~L) SERVICE CROSS . . 
ROBERT H. ~IEADE 0-423346-C'apt. Co I 253rd 
~L'1'ER J. D I LBECK , JR . 3 5 8 414 7 6-PF'C Co F 
253rd Inf.... 

Surprising as it may seem, a man who read 
the "Hartingshof Raid" account by Waldo 
Nielsen, Co C 254th Inf . Waldo was wound-
ed in action and lay a 11 night in a small 
stream. George S. Parker Co L 254th, was 
one of the men who picked him up. George 
went to the Co. CP where a 6 man patrol 
was ready to go out and was asked if he 
wanted to go along . ~~e writes , "as a fool 
I said yes". According to George they 
picked up 3 men from Co C 254th who were 
fighting in the area the day before. He 
states, "it wasn't to dangerous since the 
Germans did not fire at us as they were 
tired of hearing the moaning all night". 
t-Valdo Nielsen passed away a few months 
ago . I t' s a pity that ~-~1a ldo and George 
did not know how fate brought them to-
gether in Feb. '45. 

Speaking of Decorations, I received a 
letter from 1~7rs . J . ~~ouse , she states her 
husband [:Amer S . Hou:~e was cited to the 
Order of the Regiment and was awarded the 
French Croix de Guerre with Bronze Star. 
Cpl. ~~ouse was a Forward Observer from 

from. Btry "A" 362nd FA Bn a attached to the 
254th Inf. Regt. iiZ the Colmar area. The 
citation cites Cpl. House for "Continously 
expos ing h lmse if to the intense rifle and 
machine gun fire while directing artillery 
fire on a strop 1 defended town". E.S. ~~ g Y 
House passed away Sept. 21, 1989. 

We are in need of some real 63rd photos 
that are different-showing action of part 
action shots. We do not need pictures of 
individuals or group for the history unless 
it is revelent to the narrative. 

we are working on the History. Had to take 
time out due to illness, for over a month 
with pneumonia and other, "blessings of 
old age," aches, pains, pills and doctors. 
We never had a list of what is or was 
available in the Military Archives . ~~~~e are 
awaiting an answer as to prices for copies 
and other information. 

Sincerely, 
~Zi ke 

T,~PS cap-t~~r~2c~.~.d. . . . 

JA►ti1~S (~. HERRING 

~~.e.d F~6~.uan~ 12, 19~9. . .Co"K" 253~d Irz~j . 
3904 Carr~~~~a ~I ~. . , Jac~.~ar1, ~~.~S 39212  

LT. L.R. L~AVITT 
~~.~d ~ec~rl~b~.~. 1967  Ca"C" 253~.d I y~~ . 
Addne~s~s vra~ avati~ab~e. 

l~s~ SGT. ti~~LVIN PARR 

~tzd ~'~.9cc~ 19 9 Co"H►' 25~~1i I r2~ . 
6 0 ~ ~ ~Du~i~s~r2 Dn . , ~~la~auga , TX 7 614 ~  

John G~laters who died on October 19, 1989 

clue to a massive heart attack on his way 

'~o the dentist, was my asst photographer 

:~~t our business meeting and Our Saturday 
,Z fight banquet . He wi 11 b~ missed by myself 
:~~nd ~. lso his many friends i n the .a s soc i a-
'_ion. Fs~ecially his ribbing me with, "L~~1ate 
~~ou sure y~~u put film into the camera" . _~. 

Nate...Editor 

~x~~ 
C~o/brcfi~ 

AUGUST 29 - SEPT. 2, 1990 

Closing date for the next issue or the 
Blood &Eire , ~~,ay 1st . 



JAMES E. 

20900 E. 

NEW P1EI~BERS 

GEVERT„ a ,~„ o ,,, 00 , 00 254th Inf. 
Homestead Rd . E-~ 7 ........ . 

Cupertino, CA 95014......... 

EUGENE KLINEFEL'1'ER.......Co"B" 254th Inf . 
490 Hirsch, Calmuet City, IL 60409....... 

JAMES SHRIVER, JR............363rd Medics 
1543 Larkspur Dr..San Jose, CA 95125 

THOMAS I . T~JILSON...~a ..... Co'°M" 253rd Inf . 
8364 Sunnyside RD., Sandpoint, ID 83864.. 

'I`HEO. MATHIS .... o ... o .... Co"E'° 253rd Inf  
6228 Moon Rdo, Columbus, GA 31909 

EDWIN J® KOCINSKl.....o0....254th Medics 

3701 E. Monterosa #17, Phoenix, AZ 85018. 

ALBERT SAFRANEK0000©oo©ooBtry"A" 861st FA 

1113 W. E 1 Camino Ave., Sacramento,...... 
CA 95833...0. 

JOSEPH G0 ANCHO.000000 0a oCo °'A°1 253rd Inf. 
759 S. University, Blackfoot, ID 83221.°. 

T,FON 'ITURNER.... ©.... o 0 0 0 . Co"C" 255th Inf . 
Route 4, Box 19, Waverly, TN 37185....0.. 

~-~AYNE S. CROSSERaa o oao..Hgs Btry 863rd FA 
2201 Caballerosl Rd., Norco, CA 91760.... 

CHART,FS W. EUBANKS........Co. & Regt. N/A 
1008 Wood Ave., West Point, MS 39773..... 

GT,FN REIFS'1'ECK Co"B" 254th Inf 
1939 Melody Lane , Arnold , MO 63010.... . . . 

SALVATORE SCIASCIA....®.Co"B" 263rd Engr. 
106 Devoe Ave., Yonkers, NY 10705........ 

FRED MOFFITT .............o.254th Sv. Co.. 
607 Crystal Dr., Spartanburg, SC 293020.. 

~HN E . j~HITSE'1„1~' 0 . e o .. e . Co °' ~~" 254th Inf e . 

2301 W. 96h St., Shawnee Mission, KS 66206 

NICHOLAS GENTIT~F,m... o.0000.o Qom63rd Region. 

9820 S.W. 128th Ste, Miami, FL 33176 

COLo ROBERT Jo GREENWALD.....HQ 253rd Inf 
21509 S. Figueroa St., Carson, CA 90745 

PETER S . MANGOLD....... v .. Co"A°' 253rd Inf o 
312 Hamilton Pl. , West Islip, NY 11795... 

N1URT ~F A . HALBROOK . o o . ..... o .... ...718th FA 
617 6~7. Fi 11.rlore St o © vandalia, IL 62471.. . 

JOSEPH N. PERRY Co"A" 263rd Engr. 
P.O. Box 636, Greenville, PA 16125........ 

CHAPTER IU~GVS covc~~vcu.ed. .. . 

CAL/WEST Cf(APT~R......... 
P~vs. Ja~.vc San~a~~Ce.~a.... 

Have vco~h~vcg ~o nepo~.~ ova the R~u.vc~ovc ~~ 
H awa~.~ ~ o n 19 9 2 . Have. b e e.v~ n e~c e.~.v ~.~g ma ~.~ 
~.~. ~ a v o n o~ a R e~u.v~~. o vi ~iv~ Hawa ~.~ . I ash o u~d 
have more ~ivc~onrna~~ov~ ava~~ah~e. negand~.v~g 
Hawa~~i a~ ou.n ~n~avcdo Re.u.v~~.o►~, avid ~~ the 
~.ex~ ~~~ae o ~ the ~~ood ~ ~~.n~, y ou. a~~ 
have a wovcde~.~u.~ ~a~~en avid Pa~s~sove.n. 

My ~en~ov~a~ me~~sagc ~o you. ~s~a~e~s ~~.~.e, 
GUa~sh~.vcc~~ovc, Nevada, An~.zov~a, ~~ce.gon, etc. , 
ge~~ Cha~~en~ go~.v~g, ~o ov~c day we. cap hold 
a Re.u.vc~.ovi ~.v~ ~he.~se. ~s~a~e.~ avid ~.~cnea~se the 
membe.~i~h-i~ ~~ ou.n a~~soc~.a~~.o~c. vv 

~ovc'~ ~onge.~ ~o dov~a~e ~o the H~i~~ony ~oo~Z 
o~ the. G3nd. Ivi~avc~~y a~v~~s~.ovi. 

Florence & Al Conti 



IMPORTi411~~` 
0f ou want to attend y 
t■ ■evP6 `i.o vent , 

You ~-~-►u~t send in 
your advance 

a ment b P Y Y 
July 15s 1990 

~ 1V~ake Cont~.c~ w~t~~ Y~~~t ~~~.e~.d~ ~~ ~_ ~=.~~~ --~~.~: - _ = ~ ~'_ _ _-_~   _ a-- ~. 
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~~~1?~C~ ~~.nl~~~ ~.e~~®~_ 1990 FLORIDA 

1 REUNION ~i 
~~~~~t 29 t~ Septem.loer 2~ 1~9~ ~ AUGUST 29 toSEPTEMBER2 

Name: NICKNAME Unit: 

Wife's Name (if attending): NICKNAME Arrival Date: 

Arrival Time: 
Address: 

Number of Chi ldren Attending: 

City: State: Zip: Children's Age(s): 

Guest Name(s): Phone: ( ) , 

Please Check ❑ if this is your first reunion. Date: 

Make check S a able f0 Orlando 14eunion 63rd Info ~f6/. ASSOC. ~~ P Y 9 

.~ 
COST ~ NUMER TOTAL 

PER PERSON ATTENDING COST ; 

Return with this form to: 
POP YOUNG 

REGISTRATION FOR 1996 REUNION . . . . 

DUES: National  

$2®.0© ~ $2©.0© 

~ ~ IV~EMBER ~~~C 5465 Lake Jessamine 
Orlando, FL 32809 DUES. Lifetime   . . . 

~ ONLY ` 
40.00 ~ 

~ a . 

V~/E®NESDAY EVENING AUGUST ~.9 Meet Your Buddies. 9 
Music, Free Beer ~ Soda, Cheese, N uts, Fruit, etc.   7:30 pm to? 

- -- --- --~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ . , ^ . - ~ I ~RI~E ~ ~ i ~ J ®~~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 

0 0 0 0 0 ALL T®URS INCLUDE TRA111SPORT~T1011~ ~11fD R(JS DR11/ER CR~TU~TY o 0 0 o c, 

.' THURSDAY DAYTI IV1 E, AUGUST 30 (Choice of One Bus Tour) 

#1 University Studios  9:30 am to 3:OC pm 

~ s 32.00 Aduli ~ 

s20.00 3-1~ 

~ ~ 

~ ~ 

~ 

u ~ 

#2 Kennedy Space Center  9:30 am to 3:00 pm ~ 16.00 ~ 

THURSDAY EVENING, AUGUST 30 Sea World 
Luau Floor Show, Dinner, Gratuity & Tax ~  5:30 pm to 9:00 pm 

i 

~ $32.00 ~,~~.~~1 ~ ~ 1

s 28.00 8-, ~ 

17.00 

~ ~ 

~ ~ 

h ~ , 

, ~ 
Sea World Eaton Your Own (No Luau)   5:30 pm to 9:00 pm ~ 20.00 

FRIDAY DAYTIME, AUGUST 31 (Choice of One Bus Tour) 
❑ #1 Sea Escape .Breakfast, Lunch, Port Charges Included 7:00 am to 5:00 pm 

1 ~~ 

~~ 
~ $35.00 

i 
~ ~ 

~ ~~ 

I 

i U #2 Epcot Center 9'00 am to 4:0~ pm ~ 

i 

$40.00 Adult . 
I 

$ 33,00 Child 

F=RIDAY EVENING, AUGUST 31 Chinese Buffet —Music, Dancing, 
Get Together, Free Beer &Soda 7'00 pm to ??? s15.00 Adult 

SATURDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 1 
Memorial Service 9'00 am to 9:45 am 
Men's Business Meeting (Coffee)   10:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Women's Business Meeting (Coffee &Danish)   10:00 am to 12:00 pm FREE ( ) FREE 
SATURDAY EVENING, SEPTEMBER 1 
1 Hour Cocktail Party C.O.D. Bar 6'00 pm to 7:00 pm 
Dinner and Dance 7.00 pm to 12:00 pm 

I CHECK ONE ❑Roast Prime Rib of Beef  

*Tax and Gratuity included. ❑ Chicken Normande  

❑ Child's Platter  

$ 25.00 
~ 25.00* 
~10.00~` 

~ ~ 

; 

SOUVENIR PHOTCj BOOK OF EVERYONE AT REUNION 
PLUS G ROU P PHOTOS 

L 

$12.00 
er book 

- 
1 , 

i 

PREPAYMENT FOR THESE TRIPS MUST BE MADE BY JULY 15, 1990 GRAND T®TAB ~ 
~ _. _ 

~ 

n 
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D 

~r 
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X990 AD BQOK 
RESERVATBQN FORNC 

~4C~'llA~ ~oofC~ SIZE: ~%" x ~%2„ 

FILL PACE...$50.0~ 

'/2 PAG~...$30.00 

'/4 PAG E o .. $16000 

'/s PAGE...$10.00 

Ad COpy: (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 

3 ~.INE BOOSTER $5.00 

SPONSOR NAME 
(each) $2.00 

Ad S+ze 

42nd ANNUAL REUNION COMMITTEE 

63rd Infantry Division 
t~SOC1at10n BLOOD and FIRE 
• ARDENNES •CENTRAL ELI.ROI=E • RHINEI..gND 

"HOT SHOTS" 
WE NEED YOUR HELP 

As you may know, the money collected from the Ads in the Souvenir! 
Ad Book is used to help off-set some of the reunion cost. 
Most of the money defrays the cost of the band, free beer, soda and 
entertainment during the reunion. 
With prices constantly increasing, we are asking for your support to 
help us keep the reunion cost down for our retired members. 
So would you please place an ad in the '90 Souvenir Ad Book? 

Make cl~eck(s) payable to: 

FLORIDA REUNION 63rd Inf. Div. Assoc. 
and send to: 
MIRIAM SPIEGEL 
3715 LOKAI PLACE 
SARASOTA, FL. 34232 
Note: For any photos sent that are not halftoned, 

there will be an extra charge. 

Ad Book Chairperson 

,. 
'' ~~  o .. --- - .. 

J ~- _ `♦ ~ 

_~~ 

~/~. 

  - ~ ~ 1~~~ ~  _ . ~ ~Il l _. ~ ~  --¢ 
~1~~11 1 !I ice ::   -~-- t1T iii 

1990 FLORIDA . o 
_®® -- o 

_~ 
REUNION 

i 

Jame: 

Address: 

City: 

Authonzec~ By __ __  —_ 

  Unit Served With.  

  Phone 

State:   ZAP:  

Signature:  Uate 



HISTORY OF T!-IE~ 253RD INFANTRY REGIMENT 

for~the month of 

December 1944 

do the 1st of December 1944 the 253d Infantry Regiment, 63d Infantry 
division, was enroute by ship ~:onvoy from the New York Port of Embarkation 
to Marseille, France. 

The convoy arrived at Marseille on the. 8th day of December. The first 
ship of the convoy, The USAT "'efiOMAS H. BURRY", docked at 0915 and the 
troops on board; the 1st Battalion, Antitank Company, Regimental E~eadquarter 
Company, Service Company, Cannon Company, and the Medical Detachment of the 
2534 Infantry Regiment; Service Company of the 255th Infantry Regiment and 
approximately two thousand (201)0) replacements, began to debark about one 
(1) hour later. The 23 and 3d Battalions of the 253d Infantry Regiment 
aboard the USAT "SEA R~~BIN" de}~arked later the same day. The entire Reg-
iment was shuttled .to a staginc! area, CP ~2, located about twenty (20) 
miles Northwest of Marseille. 

After arrival at the staging area, orders were issued to pitch tents 
and make preparations for front line duty. The ground was rocky which 
made it difficult to pitch tents. To add to this discomfort, t}ie weather 
was cold and rainy and the wind blew continuously over the bare knoll on 
which the staging area was located. 

The time from the 8th to the 15th of December was used for cleaning 
weapons and equipment, attendin~3 to personal hygiene and obtaining supplies 
preparatory to moving to the front lines. 

The Regiment moved from this staoing area to Camp d'Oberhoffen, about 
five (5) miles East of Haguenau, France. T}ie majority of the troops were 
moved by rail, one train leaving on the 14th and second train leaving 
on the 15th. The motor column, carry.jng supplies, crew-served weapons, 
other equipment and the remainder of the troops left the staging area on 
the 15th of December. The train and motor convoy followed generally the 
same route which carried them through the following towns, in order, ~lar-
seille, Avignon, Valence, Lyon, Macon, Chalon-sur-Saone, Dijon, E}~inal, 
Luneville, Sarrebourg and then from Sarrebourg to Camp d'Oberhoffen. The 
trains were unloaded in Sarrebourg and the troops carted by truck convoy 
to Camp d'Oberhoffen. The Regiment closed into Camp d'Ober}loffen by C200 
on the 19th of December. 

The next two (2) days were utilized for cleaning of equipment ape 
attending to personal cleanliness. 

At 0200 on the 21st of December an order for movement to a dffen~:ive 
area was received and the day was tiseo for composing combat loads on ve-
hicles and storing excess equipment at Camp d'Oberhoffen. 

On the 22nd of December, the Regiment moved by motor and took over 
position areas on the West batik of the Rhine River where it relieved ele-
ments of the 117th Cavalry Reconnais:.ance Squadron. Relief was completed 
by 1900. The defensive line ran generally North and South along the west 
bank of the Rhine River from Munchausen to Neuhausel. The period from the 
22nd tv the 29th of December was used in improving and strengthening defen-
sive positions in this area. The chief enemy activity w~,s by small patrols 
snipers, and combat outposts ot1 t}le East bank of th~~ Rhine Riven . During 
this time t}le Regimental CP was at Souffleheim, 1st Battalion CP at Reppen-
heim, 2d Battalion CP at Suuffleheim, and t}ie 3d B~~ttalion CP at Lenzen-
heim. The 3d Battalion CP was moved to Saltz on the 23d of December. Dis-
position of the Regiment waslst and 3d Battalions on line, 1st Battalion 
on the right, 2d Battalion in reserve. The 2d Battali~~n relieved the 1st 
Battalion on the 27th of December. The 255th Infantry Regiment was on the 
right and the 79th Division on the left. Units attached to thc~ Regiment 
during this period were: Battalion Headquarters and Battery D of the 
533d AAAW Battalion, 155th FA Battalion (155l~iM) , 131st FA Batt~~lion (105MM) 
1st Platoon, Company A, 753d Medical Tank Company, and the 2d 1~latoon, 
829th Amphibious Truck Company. 

On the 29t}~ of December the Regiment w.~s relieved by elements of T.F. 
Herren, relief k~eing completed by 1930. Th~~ Regiment returned to Camp 
d'Oberhoffen where ordE~rs were received att~~ching the Regiment to t}le 44t}~ 
Division and to prepare to move the followi~ ~g night to an undisclosed area. 

The next day was used for general clea>>-up preparatory to the move. 
Motor movement began at 1930 under cover of darkness. 

The Regiment closed into camp at c~ermil~gen, France at 110 on the 
31st of December. Reconnaiss~.nces weru madc~ anc~ the u:~its of ~_}ie Regiment 
►parched to position areas can a line running generally ):ast and West from 
~vJittring through Siltzheim to Hambach, with the mission of pre}~aring defen• 
live positions to be used by forward elements of the Oath Divi:~ion provided 
.~ retrograde movement k,ecame necessary. 

The period closed without further cont<~ct with the enemy. 

 ~~ 

QRLAN 
C~ol~ ~ 

FLORIDA REUNION 

.AUGUST 29 - SEPT. 2, 1.990 

The following poem was 
was written by ~'~Ti lbur T. 
Braithwaite, "A" 253rd 
Inf., on Nov. 18, 1988. 
~~Ti lbur awoke during the 
night, and the battle 
at the "Stone Quarry" 
where he was wounded by 
a mine, vividly returned. 

NIGHT-TIME IN EUROPE 
~l~.nten o ~ 19 4 5 

F.I?ane~5 .i.P,eume a ba~,te~c.ed h~.~, 

Tnacen3 z~.p acno~sa the ashy, 
Man~and wh~.s.tee een.~e .tuneb, 

Sa.~d~iena .Q,i,ve wh,t,ee "budd.ie3" d~.e. 

"8unp-guna" belch ~s~acca~o ~~.ne, 

"E~.g~T,ty-ei.gh~a" ~a~oo the slope, 

Panzen ~anlzd awafze and gnow.r?, 

S~ana pu.~aa.te ~a~.nt .Q,~g ht and hope. 

"Foxho.~e" wa.P.e~S ape wed and eo.~d, 

Ch~.~.%ng w~,nd~s dn~.ve na~.n and ~s.I'eet, 

Sogg y ~.~aon~s Bunn ~.nto ~.ce. 

Numbn.e..s~ ~onebode3 ~►cczen 6ee~. 

Danh.n2a~s hanbona hoa~~ 06 6ean~, 

S.Ceep ~a ~,ct~u.t' ,~,une e~ceep~s a.fow, 

Ray~S o~ 3un,e.%gh.t ~n~.ggen dawn, 

Men move out .to aeeFz the doe. 

"Just gimme th'aspirin. I alreadygot 
a Purple Heart." 

You cost your Assn, money, 
when you move without telling 
us your new address. The Post 
~ Offlce charges us for 
~ uadellverable maI!! 
--., ~. 



1937 G3RD ETO TOUR DELEGATES TO VISIT ROBINSO~J BARRACKS IN STUTTGART, GERMA~JY 

(3y Rangy ~Yesson, t~3rd ETD tour Rese~-~rcher 

; The 63rd ETO tour delegates will have a great ~reat in 
being received by a banquet, in Robinson Barracks, lo-
cated in Stuttgart, Germany, on September 20, 1987 (see 
enclosed feature on Stuttgart's riayor rianfred Rommel) . 

63rd's JAMES E. ROBIr1SON, Jr. 

Robinson Barracks were named in honor remembrance of the 
WWII killed 63rd Lieutenant James E. Robinson, Jr. 

A staffer in riayor Rommel's office suggested to me that 
the name of Robinson is referenced at least 10,000 times 
a day in the routines of the U. S. Army Robinson Barracks, 
in continuance of the perpetual honor of Lt. James E. 
Robinson, Jr., who was awarded posthumously the United 
States hj.ghest, but fe*a in count, heroic decoration, The 
Congressional Medal Of Honor. 

Lt. Robinson was the only artilleryman to be awarded the 
congressional medal of honor for W~dII service, but his 
actions for the award were those of acting as an infan-
try officer. Due the uniqueness of such beyound the call 
of duty heroism, many servicemen from many countries have 
arranged to have their pictures taken, at entrance gates 
of Robinson Barracks (see above 1958 British visitor) . 

Lt. Rohinson's remains are interred in Fort S~~m Houston 
National Cemeter•: in San Antonio, Texas. ~iis charming 
widow lives in Fort Worth, Texas and his beautiful. daugh-
ter resides in California. 
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HEADQUARTERS 
SEVENTH UNITED STATES ARMY 

APO 758 US ARMY 

GENERAL ORDERS ) 

NUMBER 92 ) 

Award of the Distinguished-Service Cross 

*~* *#* 

3d March 1946 

  I 

~~~ 

I __ AWARD OF THE DISTINGUISHED-SERVICE CROSS, By direction of the 

President, under the provisions of Army regulations 600..45, 22 September 

1943, as amended, the Distinguished-Service Cross is awarded by the Army 

Commander to the following named individuals: 

WALTER J. DILBECK, JF~., 35 841 476, Private First Class, Infantry, 
Company "F", 253d Infantry Regiment, for extraordinary heroism in action 

on the 6th of April 1945, in the vicinity of Buchhof, Germany. When his 

company was hit from two sides by a strong a~ and determined enemy force 

of over two hundred SS troops, Private First Class Dilbeck observed that 

panic was running wild among our troops. Everyone dust took off for the 

rear allowing the enemy forces to move into the foxholes as fast as they 

were vacated. From this new position the Germans poured out a deadly 

stream of automatic and small arms fire causing terrific casualties among 

the Americans and giving them no chance to reorganize. Realizing that 

something had to be done to stop the enemy attack, Private First Class 
Dilbeck stopped voluntarily on a bare knoll and began to pour deadly 
automatic rifle fire into the ranks of the charging SS troops. With 
conspicuous gallantry and determination he stood his ground even though 
all the fire power of the enemy was almost upon him, but he continued to 

fire as fast as he could change magazines. The enemy attack finally 
stalled because of their terrible losses. Private First Class Dilbeck 

had killed or wounded over sixty of the SS troops. Because of his in-

domitable courage and fearless tenacity, Private First Class Dilbeck 

saved the lives of many of his comrades and made it possible for this 

company to withdraw successfully, reorganize and hold its new position. 

~~* *~~ 

BY COMMAND OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL KEYES: 

OFFICIAL s 

/s/ W.G. Caldwell 
/t/ W. G. CALDWELL 

Colonel, AGD 
Adjutant General 

:, 

JOHN M. WILL.EMS 
Brigadier General, GSC 
Chief of Staff 
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ROBERT H. MEADS, 0 423 346, Captain, Infantry, Company "I". 253rd Infantry .Regiment, for 
extraordinary heroism in action on 8 April 1945, near Zuttlingen, Germany. When his 
company was unable to enter the town because of heavy enemy machine gun activity, Captain Meade, armed with an M-1 rifle, moved out alone toward the objective. His daring attack 
resulted in the capture of fourteen SS men and completely unnerved the strongly entrenched enemy. Advancing through the town under sniper fire, he located the mayor and then forced more than one hundred hostile civilians to cease resistance. Captain Meade's courageous action achieved, single-handed ly, the surrender of the town. His outstanding initiative and gallantry reflect great credit upon himself and in keeping with the fines -traditions of the infantry. Entered military service from ~dashington, Indiana. 
BY COMMAND OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL KEYES: 

OFFICIAL: 

W.G. CALDWELL 
Colonel, AGD 
Adjutant General 

JOHN M . DTI LT,FMS 
Brigadier General GSC 
Acting Chief of Staff 
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PRISONERS OF wAR...wm. Albright 

Co."G" 254th Inf., lst Platoon 

Early in January 1945, about six 
months before the German surrender, 

•~~~.ws ~ •~ Second Battalion of 254th Infantry 
~1~0 

French 
was holding a position along the 
River. Co G occupied a sector near 

the town of Ostheim. Several men from the 
company had been reassigned to other units 
since the Bulge had taken a heavy toll of 
troops further north. 

During the few days prior to attack Hill 
216 on January 20, G Co. established a for-
ward outpost at some distance ahead of the 
main line . One r i f le squad and one light 
machine gun squad were to occupy the out-
post. Shortly after dark we marched to a 
point along a railroad about 800 yards 
from the Company Command Post. 

Sgt. Armes from weapons platoon, and Pvt. 
wm. Bucholz, Pvt. Clyde S. Muse, Pvt. Paul 
Gerhardt, and Pvt. Clayton Ironecklace 
were to provide automatic fire with the 
A-6 light machine gun in case of any ac-
tive enemy contact. Sgt. John Vitka of 
first platoon, and Pfc. Wm. Albright, 

Pfc. Charles Colby, T/5 Louis Lepore, Pvt. 
Vernon Bannister, Pfc. Victor Koshere, Pfc. 
Felix Zolkowsky, Pvt. James Johnson,• Pfc. 
Louis Alonzo, and Sgt. Mauro Serrano were 
assigned to provide BAR and rifle support. 
Sgt. Vitka was ranking NCO in charge of 
the outpost. 

I don't recall the exact date, but we were 
probably placed on the outpost on Saturday 
or Sunday, January 13 or 14. Our orders 
were to observe and report any enemy ac-
tivity, to keep under cover and maintain 
an alert guard at all times. We were pro-
vided rations, ammunition for rifles, BAR, 
and light machine gun, along with a supply 
of hand grenades. we were to take quar-
ters in a building next to the railroad 
tracks near an intersection. The upper 
part of the building had been partially 
destroyed; the roof was gone, but two 
walls and part of a third were intact. 
Part of the wall facing the German line 
was standing, leaving a fairly clear view 
of the enemy line and about 500 to 600 
yards beyond. The BAR and light machine 
_gun were positioned in the upper part of 
1 the building and manned continuously. we 
were to eat and sleep in the lower section 
of the building ; two guards were posted 
outside the door of the lower level. 

At no time was the outpost unguarded. we 
maintained contact with the CP by field 
telephone . 

Some time during the two or three days 
prior to our capture, we were ordered to 
direct artillery fire at the German posi-
tions directly to our front. Pfc. Colby 
had artillery training in the ROTC unit at 
Louisiana State University, and he was 
given the task of directing fire. Spotting 
artillery f ire was not too difficult since 
there was a relatively clear f field between 
us and the enemy. We could see German 
troops shaking out their blankets early in 
the morning. Our operation continued with-
out incident, and on the evening of Jan-
uary 15, Company Commander, Lawrence Lenig 
and first platoon leader, Lt.~ Myers came 
to the outpost just after dark. They may 
have been accompanied by a carrying detail, 
bringing supplies; my memory is not clear 
at that point. In addition to checking out 
the outpost and its situation, the officers 
had come to interview Pfc. Colby, who was 
being considered for afield commission. 
As soon as the officers left, we checked 
our guard schedule and got ready of another 
uneasy night. 

I remember clearly that Pfc . Colby and I 
had the late turn at guard. Some time dur-
ing the night it began snowing, heavily at 
times, and visibility became nearly im-
possible. we were to be relieved just be-
fore daylight by Sgt. Armes and T/5 Lepore. 
I don't recall names of any other men who 
relieved us. If I recall correctly, four 
men were posted in the upper part of. th~ 
building . Colby and I climbed down the 
ladder to the Lowe part of the building 
where we had a stove and barely enough room 
to roll out our sleeping gear. Sgt. Serrano 
went outside to make a latrine call, and I 
filled my canteen cup with water and set it 
on the stove. I wanted to have a hot drink 
of C Ration bouillon or Nescafe before I 
turned in for a couple hours sleep. 

But Colby was cautious. I had started un-
lacing my snow pacs, but Colby told me to 
"hold up" a minute; he said he wanted to 
have a look outside. I asked him if I sho-
uld wake up Sgt. Vitka, and he said wait a 
bit. I asked him if he had seen anything 
suspicious. He said that he just wanted to 
have a look around. Hardly twenty seconds 
later I heard a machine gun open up; barely 
a second later I saw Colby come tumbling 
through the door. 

continued on next page... 



Later, Colby commented that he was not an 
athlete and that he had never taken lessons 
in tumbling, but he had found himself sum 
mersaulting toward the door when the ma-
chine gun opened fire. It was a strange 
scene--like a movie in slow motion. I could 
see tracers coming through the door. They 
were pouring in about a foot above ground 
level, and it looked like they were follo-
ing Colby right through the door. Right be-
hind him, Johnson and Koshere stumbled in. 

They had been on guard outside the door. 
Johnson had been hit in the lef t arm ( I 
learned later ) , and he sank to the floor . 
All he said was, "they got me." Colby got 
to his feet and yelled, °°Let's get some 
grenades out there!" Then Colby and I ran 
for the ladder ; we could hear grenades ex-
plod ing on the floor above our heads . Lepore 
had come down, but we didn't see Armes any-
where. Colby started up the ladder, got his 
head through the trap door, grabbed Armes 
and pulled him toward the trap door; in the 
dark, I tried to catch Armes, or at least 
break his fall. Then another grenade hit 
the floor above. Colby took the concussion 
at close range. He had caught a piece of 
shrapne 1 and was bleeding from a wound on 
the back of his head. He was stunned and 
yelling for me to help him down. By this 
time everybody was awake; we were heaving 
grenades out of the door, letting them 
"cook" with the handles off as long as we 
dared. Sgt. Vitka cranked the field tel-
ephone, trying to contact the CP, but the 
wire had been cut. Vitka hadn't taken time 
to step into his snow pacs and was standing 
there in his socks. I went over to Johnson 
and asked him how he was fee ling and where 
he had been hit. A °'potato masher" had 
come through the door and landed no more 
than three feet from Johnson. I had come t~ 
Camp Van Dorn with Johnson; he and I were 
both from Iowa, we both had been inducted 
the same day at Camp Dodge in Des Moineso 
I was dizzy from the grenade, and my ears 
were ringing. 

The idea of surrendering had not crossed 
my mind. Somehow the thought persisted that 
we would "fight it out." But Serrano de~ 
cided to "turn in his hand.°' He shouted, 
"Sur render ; °' the f i r ing stopped , and one by 
one we walked out of the door, hands over 
our heads. I think I was about the fourth 
or fifth one out of the door ; Colby was 
among the last four or f i ve . We le f t John-
son and Armes behind. I heard later that 
Johnson had crawled back to the CP later 

in the afternoon . 

Armes, I believe was wounded in both legs. 
There we were--thirteen of use standing in 
the snow and no weapons--Vitka still in his 
sacks and no shoes. Koshere had a small 
wound over one eye. It was obvious immed-
iately that we had been attacked by a small 
combat patrol who knew the terrain very well 
and had taken advantage of darkness and the 
falling snow. It was getting light, and once 
outside, and heading for the line of woods 
we had been °'eyeballing", we could see that 
our artillery fire had been quite effective. 
Dead Germans were literally lying all over 
the place. 

Our captors hurried us over the open ground 
and into the woods, lined us up and began 
asking questions. What did we think of 
Roosevelt? What did we think of Hitler? None 
of us had a ready answer. Finally Colby re-
plied that Americans had their leader, and 
the Germans had theirs. That seemed to sat-
isfy them for the moment. One of the Ger-
mans said in broken English, that he had 
fought in the battle of Cherbourg . ''Much 
dead", he said. Then another German asked 
the meaning of the term, unconditional sur-
render. Pvt. Ironecklace gave the most can-
did and straightforward answer. He said, 
"That's when you lay on your back with your 
arms and legs pointing to the sky and say, 
'Dead dog.' In view of the situation, Pvt. 
Ironecklace's reply took considerable cour-
age; he was to be commended for such a 
forthright explanation. 

This exchange lasted only a few minutes, 
and we were taken, one by one, for our first 
interrogation. As far as I know, each man 
gave his name, rank , and serial number. At 
the end of the interrogation, we were in no 
doubt that our captors were no amateurs at 
the business of questioning prisoners. We 
were then marched to a secure building and 
placed under guard. About noon we had a 
taste of our first prison rations, soup, 
black bread, and cheese. We ate the soup 
and bread; we tried to eat the cheese, but 
we were unaccustomed to the strong flavor , 
and we ate very little . None of us had the 
foresight to put it in our f field jackets 
and save it for another day. 

Some time after noon, we were loaded onto a 
truck and crossed the river on a pontoon 
bridge. We were taken to a makeshift stock-
ade at the edge of a small village, 
Waldkirch. 

continued on next page... 



"D~`~°~ Ed is a retired minister of the 
United Church of Christ. His wife died 3 
years ago. kev. Swansburg wanders if any 
of his old buddies from the 4th Platoon 
are still around. One way to find out Rev. 
join us in Orlando in August, and find out 
for yourself . As for your receiving the 
Blood & Fire, you are now reading your 
first issue Reverend, enjoy! 

mailbag continued.... 

from anyone~in the Division. 

EDWARD F. SWANSBURG..Co"B" 254th 
272 e I Matador, Zephyrhills, FL34248 

HO~I`SHO'I'S ! HAVE YOU SEI~ IN YOUR AD FOR 

~ AD BOOK ... IE NCT PLEASE DO SO NO~+J! 

PAUL OBAL..Co"B" 255th Inf..9810-A Walnut 
Tree Way, ~3oynton Beach, FL 33436..Paul 
retired from the U.S. Gov't. He joined the 
63rd at Van Dorn, went overseas with the 
Division, and was wounded in Germany, April 
6, 1945. Paul & Mary are new members of 
the Florida Chapter, and are neighbors of 
Murray & Stella Moore . Nice folks for 
neighbors Paul! 

JOSEPH G. ANCHO..Co"A" 253rd Inf..759 S. 
'~ University, Blackfoot, ID 83221..Joe went 

overseas with "A" 1st Plt., and was wounded 
on Feb. 24, 1945, and lost his right leg. 
After coming home, he went to Pharmacy 
school. Joe, "A" Co. had a good turnout in 
S.F., and they are looking for a repeat 
performace this year in Orlando. Why don't 
you and Ange lines make your reservations, 
and join the rest of your old buddies . 

NORMAN WILLIAMSON.."C"Btry 863rd FA..Rte# 1 
Onamia, MN 56359..Norman attended one re-
union in Pittsburgh, and plans to attend 
our Orlando Reunion in August. He stayed 
in the service after the war , and retired 
from the Army. The last 6 years of service 
was with M.I. His son is Lt. Col. with 

(M.~I.) stationed in Germany. Norman and his 
son were able to trace cone of the 63rd's 
.route, and found the position area where 
the 255th combat team crossed the Rhine, 
and states, "it sure looks different after 
43 years". 

HENRY GOTHERMAN..Co"G" 255th Inf'..Rt. 1 
Box 461, Austin, AR 72007..Henry retired 
from LTV Aircraftkl Corp. in Dallas, TX. 

After the war ended in Europe, he was trans 
(erred to the 100th Div. for about 4 mos., 
then to the 78th Div. in Kassel, Germany. 
Then went to Berlin to relieve the 101st 
~~3. Was discharged April 9, 1946, at Jef-
fzrson Barracks, MO. He feels bad about not 

knowing about our assn, earlier, and would 
like to know how some of his old buddies 
are doing. That's easy Henry, join us in 
Orlando and see for yourself . 

TO THE A~O~/'E T S~~'P . ~. ,. .. ~s~E ~~~ HOB` ~ 

WILBUR T. BRAITHWAITE..Co"A" 253rd Inf.. 
58 No. 2nd East, Marlit, UT 84642..Wilbur 
joined the 63rd in Alsace-Lorraine, France 
and was wounded in a mine field Feb. 24, 
1945. Discharged at the Dibble Gen. Hosp., 
CA. Graduated Utah State Univ. in 1950. 
Taught and coached at Manti,H.S. for 37 yrs. 
Wilbur, your Co"A" buddies expect you and 
Jane to join them in Orlando. See ya! 

GLEN G. FOSTER..CO"A" 253rd Inf..3418 W. 
Howard Ave., Visalia, CA 93277..Glen re-
tired in June after 35 years of teaching 
theatre arts, and speech. Active in the 
theatre as Director, Producer and actor. 
Directed mostly musicals for 26 years. En-~ 
joys writing poetry, short stories and 
plays. Is active in Lions International. 
Glen, how about you and Catherine, join 
your buddy Wilbur and his wife Jane (above) 
elan to meet in Orlando, with the rest of 
your Co"A" buddies, and have a blast. 

DUES ARE NO~nT DUE ! 

WALTER W. LISCHKA..AT 254th Inf. ~ HQ Btry 
863rd FA..8028 W. Lisbon Ave., Milwaul{ee, 
WI 53222..Walter couldn't make it to S.F., 
due to a total knee replacement in July, 
but hopes to make it to Orlando. I will 
your back in action Walter, is when I see 
you with that cigar stub jutting out of 
your mouth. See you in Orlando. 

KENT L. SC!~OLL..HQ Co. 255th Inf..809 
_Fieldcrest Dr., Neenah, WI 54956..Kent 
hasn' t been to a reunion s ince Las Vegas , 
but states, that he has attended a number 
of Upper Mid-West Reunions In Minn., and 
enjoys the B&F. Kent & Jean, it's time to 

attend another reunion, your overdue. Ex-
pect to see you both in Orlando. 

ROY LACY.. Co"A" 253rd Inf..334 Grandview, 
N.W. Canton, OH 44708.~Roy & Lucille cele-
brated their 50th Wedding Anniversary on 
Nov. 11, 1989. Belated "Good Wishes" and 
continued good health from us all. Roy 
writes that he and Lucille are enjoying 
life to it's fullest. You folks sure have 
the right formula. 

HAVE YOU COVED -- HAS YOUR ZIP CODE 

...PLEASE NOTIFY YC?L~ SECRETARY 

OR EDITOR... ~ SAVE Y~ ASSOC . ~IOI~Y t 



SALVATORE SORRIENTO..Co"D" 363rd 
Medics..248 So. Middletown Rd. , 
Pearl River, NY 10965..Sal came out 
of the 98th at Breakenridge, KY. 

•~a::~,.~, ,d Made cadre and went to Camp Bland -
°° j"° ing when the 6 3rd was formed . Then 

to van Dorn, France and Germany. Returned 
home with the 36th Inf. Div. Sal, now 
wotzldn ° t you like to take Sarah to Florida 
for our 42nd Annual Reunion? Come on down! 

SAM NYER..Co"F" 254th Inf..698 Essex St., 
Bangor, ME 04401..Sam and his wife plan to 
attend the Florida Reunion, the last one 
they attended was in Hartford, Conn. Sam 
is still working, and is recovering from 
by-pass surgery. On Feb. 24, 1945 he was 
wounded, and ended up in the hospital for 
1 yr. & 5 mos. Keeps in contact with Lt. 
Col. Smithson (Ret. ) who lives in ~hite-
f ie ld , ME , and hopes to see many old bud-
dies from "F" Co. i,n Orlando. 

WALTER K. DRAKE..HQ Co. 255th Inf..303 E. 
Cleveland St o , W. Frankfort, IL 62896. .. . 
Walter is 80 years old and states that he 
feels pretty good. He an Ann are both re-
tired. He is not sure if many men of his 
company will remember him, he was a cook. 
Walter, that depends on what kind of cook 
you were. I am sure they do, and if any of 
you men out there remember Walter, drop 
him a note, am sure he would appreciate it. 

~~JILLIAM TAYLOR..HQ Co. 253rd Inf..l41 West 
Vernon St., Manchester, CT 06040..Bi11 
still enjoys playing tennis, also does vol-
unteer work at the New England Air Museum. 
He missed th S.F. reunion, as Bill and Mary 
were on a trip to Russia at the time. They 
are planning to attend our Reunion in Or-
lando, and enjoy reading the B&F. 

LLOYD SHORT..HQ Btry 718th FA..117 S. Bed-
ford St., Georgetown, DE 19947..Lloyd 
writes that he has been shoveling snow 
since Thanksgiving, and when the weather 
is warmer he is busy cutting grass and 
tending a large garden. Due to his high 
blood pressure, Lloyd can't do much trav-
eling. He notes, when you reach my age of 
82, you can expect anything to happen. He 
still hears from Joe Bavasso, Henry Lauch-
~ley, Jr., and Pat Cerbo. 

GEORGE A. BUCK, LTC. AUS, RET..HQ 862nd FA 
726 - 50th St., Des Moines, IA 50312 
George joined the unit in Sept. '43 and 
lef t ~ the 863rd as a replacement in .August 
1944. Recently George assisted a friend of 
his, find his Uncles Herman Santi, who was 
a member of "C" Co. 253rd Inf., who was 

killed in action, in Hannweiler, Germany. 

* ~ ~ ~ 
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1944 63rd Division Second-Half Softball Champions, 

Company 1, 255th Infantry, October 1944. 

Valentine cake received by Cpl. Craven (far right), at Camp Uan Dorn. Left to right, 

Resnick, Michaelson. Douglas, Needles, Smith, Summers, Dickeman, and Craven. 

KP at Uan Dorn -Paul Taubman, Paul Swim, 

— rest? 
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Ann &Larry Pedone, Mrs. Paulsen &Gen. Paulsen (ARGON), John Santangelo 



Mail Reservation Form To: ORLANDO 7499 AUGUSTA NATIONAL DRIVE 
ATTN: ROOM RESERVATIONS AI RPORT~~~~CC~O ~ x ORLANDO, FL 32822 

❑ SINGLE 
❑ DOUBLE 

❑ TWIN 

❑ TRIPLE 

❑ QUAD . . . 

63rd INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION 
REUNION DATES: Wednesday, August 29 —Sunday, September 2, 1990 

DEADLINE FOR GCIARANTEED ROOMS: AUGUST 8, 1990 
Reservations received after August 8, 1990 are accepted on a space avai lable basis only! 

CHECK (~) ROOM ACCOMMODATIONS PREFERRED: 

(1 person, 1 bed) . $55.00 per night 
(2 people, 1 bed) . . 

(2 people, 2 dbl beds) . 

(3 people, 2 beds) . . 

(4 people, 2 beds) . . 

$55.00 per night 
$55.00 per night 
$55.00 per night 
$55.00 per night 

❑ P,4RLpR ❑SUITE Rates available upon request. 

NAME 

❑ Handicap Access Room Requested 
❑ Non-Smoking Room Requested 

❑ Written confirmation requested 
$ Deposit enclosed Make check or 
money order payable to Marriott 
PLEASE DO NOT SEND CURRENCY 

Please reserve accommodations for: (PRINT OR TYPE) •One night deposit is required to guarantee your room reservation. 

ADDRESS 

LAST FIRST 
DATE 

CITY 

SH~,RING ROOM WITH 

SIGNATURE 

 STATE  ZIP CODE 

 NO. OF PERSONS 

d 
MONTH DAY YEAR ARRIVAL TIME 

PHONE NO. 

MONTH DAY YEAR 

ARRIVAL DATE DEPARTURE DATE 
Check In Time - 3:00 PM 

IMPORTANT DEPOSIT INFORMATION 
Check Out Time - 12:00 PM 

The ORLANDO AIRPORT MARRIOTT can only confirm and guarantee your reservation request when accompanied by one night's $55.00 
deposit (room rate plus 10% tax -room tax subject to increase). This deposit may be made by check, money order, or by using any of the fol lowing 
credit cards: American Express ; Diner's Club, VISA or Mastercard. If paying by check or money order, please include the arrival date on the face of 
the check. If you do not honor your reservation on the day of arrival or the reservation is not cancel led before 3:00 PM on that day, the room wil l be 
billed for one night and reservation wil l be cancelled. 

CREDIT CARD # 

NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CARD: 

EXPIRATION DATE 

:_~'AMX ❑CARTE BLANCHE CDINER'S CLUB :TVISA r.~MC 


