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From the 

Editors 

Des k 

DAUGHTER NEEDS ASSISTANCE 
The following letter was received by myself 
and Daniel Boone Bullock, "F" 253rd Inf .. . 

Dear Friend: 
I am seeking anyone that might have known 
my dad, Staff Sgt. William James (Jimmy) 
Harris, from Morgan, Georgia, who was a 
Mess Sgt., and loved to play poker. 

He was killed in France in 1944, I was four 
years old at the time, and I want to know 
more about my father. I have exhausted all 
means of trying to find anyone who may have 
known him. He being an only child, and his 
mother died in giving birth, I do not know 
if I have any relatives. The Army claims 
his records were burned in the Fire in 
Kansas City. 

I loved my father , just lost him to soon . 
He went overseas in October, was declared 
"Missing in Action°' by Christmas. On Jano 
3rd, "killed in action". 

If anyone knows anything about my dad, I 
would greatly appreciate hearing from you. 

Mrs Fay Elliot.. Rt 1, Box 147, St ® Charles 
VA 24282o. m 

Editor.oI wrote to .Mrs® Elliott, requesting 
a photo of her father , i f one was available , 
it may have assisted many hotshots in try-
ing to recall if they ever met "Jimmy'°. Not 
receiving any, I presume none was available. 
Get those "recall memories" working ® maybe 
a "HOTSHOT" out there can assist ~Zcs Elliott . 

Members of the 63rd ,~RCOM congratulate veterans of the Bataan Death :larch at 
their awards ceremony. 

Army Keticne ph~ilu by SR1. Jame+ ~1cGehee 



PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

SAN FRANCISCO HERE WE COME!!! 

THE SAN FRANCISCO REUNION COMMITTEE AND MEMBER'S OF THE CALIFORNIA—

WESTERN STATES CHAPTER, CORDIALLY INVITES YOU, YOUR WIVES, LADIES AND 

GUESTS TO ATTEND OUR 1989 41ST ANNUAL REUNION IN SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF—

ORNIA, FROM AUGUST 27TH THROUGH THE 27TH, AT THE SAN FRANCISCO AIRPORT 

MARRIOTT HOTEL IN BURLINGAME, CALIFORNIA. 

THE HOTEL INFORMS ME AS OF THIS DATE, THE ROOM RESERVATIONS ARE COMING 

IN "GREAT". THE HOTEL ALSO KEEPS ME INFORMED ON A MONTHLY BASIS OF OUR 

TOTAL ROOM RESERVATIONS, SO OUR COMMITTEE MEMBER"S ARE ABLE TO KEEP ABREAST 

OF THINGS. 

OUR 1ST VICE PRESIDENT ANTHONY MUCCILO, HIS WIFE JO WHO ARE IN CHARGE 

OF OUR EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION AND REGULAR REGISTRATION, INFORMS ME THAT 

THE EARLY BIRD REGISTRATIONS ARE COMING IN VERY WELL AND THAT A LOT OF THE 

MEMBER'S WANT TO WIN THE "FREE ROOM", FOR THE DURA~i'ION OF OUR 41ST ANNUAL 

REUNIONo YOU STILL HAVF TIME IF YOU HAVE NOT MAILED IN YOUR EARLY BIRD 

REGISTRATION. THE DEAD L~~~NE IS JUNE 15,1989. 

OUR SECREATRY/TREASURER ANDREW DITOMMASO, AND HIS WIFE TINA, INFORMS 

ME AS OF CURRENT DATE. WE ARE NOT DOING TO WELL WITH ADS COMING IN FOR OUR 

AD/SOUVENEIR BOOK, IF YOU HAVE NOT SENT IN AN AD AS OF YET. PLEASE! SEND 

IN YOUR AD AND HELP. OUR COMMITTEE THANKS YOU. 

IVAN(SONNY) CHARITAN, OUR PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER IS DOING THE ART 

AND TYPE SETTING FOR OUR AD/SOUVENEIR BOOK, AND A GREAT JOB HE IS DOING. 

THE 63RD ARCOM HAD ITS 21ST ANNUAL BALL ON SATURDAY APRIL 15,1989, AT 

THE ANAHEIM HILTON HOTEL IN ANAHEIM, CALIFORNIA. IT WAS BLACK TIE. 

THE C~M~-~~NDING GLNL1`riL T~ILODORE PAULSON, 63~'~D UTTITEL STATES ARMY RLSE'nVE 
COMMAND, AFRC ROBINSON HALL, LOS ALAMITOS,CALIFORNIA AND THE SOLDIERS CORDIALLY 

INVITED MY WIFE BETTY SANTANGELO, MYSELF AS THE GENERAL'S GUESTS. OUR EXE—

CUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT LAWRENCE PEDONE, AND HIS WIFE ANNA AND OUR SECRETARY/ 

TREASURER ANDREW DITOMMASO, HIS WIFE TINA, ATTENDED. THE GENERAL HONORED 

US AND WE WITH HONOR REPRESENTED THE 63RD INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION, WITH 

A SALUTE TO THE GENERAL. 

I FELT VERY PROUD AS PRESIDENT, TO REPRESENT OUR ASSOCIATION AS DID MY 

ASSOCIATES AND OUR WIVESo THE GENERAL, PROMISED TO HAVE THE COLORS AT OUR 

41ST ANNUAL REUNION. SO MAKE IT YOUR BUSINESS TO ATTEND. WE ARE GOING TO 

HAVE ONE "GREAT TIME°', THIS WILL BE A MEMORABLE EVENTo 

AS YOU MAY ALREADY KNOW, WE HAVE BEEN TRYING TO HAVE MS. DINAH SHORE,T_HE 

63RD SWEETHEART AT OUR SAN FRANCISCO 41ST ANNUAL REUNION. SHE SAID SHE IS 

VERY SORRY BUT DUE TO OTHER COMMITTMENTS SHE WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO ATTEND AND 

WISHES US ALL THE BEST. SHE ALSO STATED THAT SHE REMEMBERED OUR DIVISION 

AND REMEMBERS IT WELL. 

FOR THE GALA EVENING, DRESS MAY BE BLACK TIE. IT IS OPTIONAL!! 

BEST REGARDS, 

(lo~ri~~% ~I. 
• 

JOHN SANTANGEL~ PRESIDENT 

63RD INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION 

~ (SER. CO. 253RD) 

3339 S0. CANFIELD AVE. ~~ 102 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90034 

(213) 204-0440 



1989 AD BOOK RESERVATION FORM 
ACTUAL BOOK SIZE: 5'/z" x 8'/z" 

FULL PAGE . .$40.00 

'/2 PAGE  $22.00 

'/a PAGE  $12.00 

'/a PAGE $6.00 

3 LINE BOOSTER $4.00 

SPONSOR NAME 
(each) $2.00 

Ad COpy: (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY)  

41st ANNUAL REUNION COMMITTEE 

63rd Infantry Division 
ASSOCldtlOri sLooD and FIRE 
• ARDENNES •CENTRAL EIIIZOPE • RHINEL_gl .,,~ 

"HOT SH STS" 
WE NEED YO~~+°' HELP 

As you may know, the money collected from the Ads in the 
Souvenir/Ad Book is used to help off-set some of the reunion cost. 
Most of the money defrays the cost of the band, free beer, soda and 
entertainment during the reunion 

With prices constantly increasing, we are asking for your support 
to help us keep the reunion cost down for our retired members. 

So would you please place an ad in the'89 Souvenir/Ad Book 

Make checks) payable to: 
SAN FRANCISCO REUNION 63rd Inf. Div. Assoc. 
and send to: 

ANDY DITOMMASO 
14845 E. DICKY ST. 

WHITTIER, CA 90604 

Note: For any photos sent that are not halftoned, 
there wil l be an extra charge. 

Ad Size: 

Name Unit Served With: 

Address: _  Phone' 

City:  State:   Zip: 

Authorized By:  Signature:  Date: 



--~ 

Letters To 

the Gdi~or~ 
Dear Nate: 

I must say that I deeply appreciate your 
coined phrase, "Patriotism is contagious, 
spread it around." This in my estimation 
is what it's all about. Patriotism! 
what the Veteran stands for, what the 
Flag and Country, Veterans' organiza-
tions, Memorial Day, Independence Day, 
Verterans' Day, Flag Day, all have in 
common. Patriotism! 

How quickly some of us forget the sac-
r i f ices that were made , for the good of 
all, by those Patriots who came to be 
known as G.I. Joes. 

The Freedom we enjoy through the efforts 
of those who gave in the name of Patrio-
tism, remains still to be acknowledged. 
John Fitzgerald Kennedy wrote; "In the 
long history of the world , only a few 
generations have been granted the role 

^~of defending freedom in its hour of ~max-
imam danger ." 

Patriotism! On America's First July 4th, 
it was Benjamin Franklin who remarked 
rather humorously, "We must all hang to-
gether gentlemen, or we will be hanged 
separately." This was just prior to the 
signing of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. Patriotism! It speaks to us of 
the past, of the men and women who went 
before us, and of the record they wrote. 
Of the Flag with its stars representing 
the new States, a fervent display of 
unity, an expression of Patriotism, 
Liberty, and Freedom. 

Another Patriot Thomas Jefferson wrote; 
..."and for the support of this Dec lara-
tion we mutually pledge to each other 
our lives, our fortunes, our sacred 
honour." 

Nate, this is the epitomy of Patriotism. 
How can you not keep your coined phrase 
in the forefront? what else does our 
organization have to preserve? As Editor 
in Chief of the Blood & Fire, ~ I believe 
it is a duty incumbent upon you to re-
mind us all of our purpose , our very 
existence. "Lest we forget!" 

I get very disturbed over the thought of 

a few 63d members wanting to consort with 
the likes of the 17th SS Panzer. Yes, I can 
forgive; but, I can never forget. If the few 
individuals in our organization wish to join 
hands with the Germans of wwII, then let 
them do so on their own. 

Yes ~ Nate : I do believe we have an innate 
responsibility not only to ourselves, but 
also in memory of our fallen comrades, to 
preserve our sense of Patriotism, the feel- 
ing of having walked with the earliest of 
those Patriots who so boldly proclaimed in-
dependence and freedom. As for me, I am 
proud to be an American. 

Nate, you must continue to inculcate, in all 
our membership, a true spirit of Patriotism. 
Your efforts in this direction should be 
applauded. Knowingly or unknowingly you are 
causing the spark of Americanism to g low 
again. You are stirring memories within the 
breasts of us old veterans. How can you not 
continue to re-iterate your unique phrase-
ology? what would our Medal of Honor recip-
ients, all the heroes, those who have fallen 
and those who are yet amongst us , say; i f we 
forget, if we fraternize with the 17th SS in 
a spirit of comradeship? was it not our own 
beloved General Hibbs who was so instrumen-
tal in the choice of the 63rd Division Patch 
and accepted the pledge by the United Na-
tions at Casablanca in 1943? The promise, 
"To bleed and burn in expiation of their 
crimes against humanity was promised to, and 
planned for our enemies . " The 63d Infantry 
Division wore the symbol of that promise. 

what short memories some of us have. Then 
again, maybe some of us did not experience 
the cold winter battles, the physical dis-
comfort of the winter snows and cold . 

Keep up the good work Nate. I am sure that 
the majority of us fee 1 the same way that 
you do. Just take the time to remember,... 
"Patriotism is contagious-spread it around." 

Respectfully, 
SGM. Gerard J. Pepe, AUS Ret. 

Co~ "F~' 255th Infantry 

You cost your assoc.... 
money when you move with-
out telling us your new 

~ address. If our 
~~ y 

z 1p code .~ s other 
than on this label 
please, let us 
know. Thanks! 

letters continued on next gage... 



Letters to Editor continued.... 

Dear Nate: 
Paul Boesch a former "hotshot" passed away 
on March 7, 1989. Paul was transferred to 
the 90th Inf. Div., where he attained the 
rank of Captain. was awarded the Bronze and 
Silver Stars, Two Purple Hearts, the Croix 
de Guere with Bronze. He was a hero both 
in war and in peace. 

Paul started out as a wrestler form Brook-
lyn, NY. Later in life, he became one of 
the best known wrestling promoters in the 
nation. Paul spent over 35 years in the 
Rotary Boys Club and was the recipient of 
the Humanitarian of the Year Award in 1988. 
He was one of a kind--every-once in awhile 

"God" makes one like that. 

My compliments to you Nate on your contri-
bution to the cause of the 63rd Assoc., 
keep up the "good work". 

Sincerely, 
Paul Vermillion 
Co"A" 253rd Inf . 

Dear Nate: 

Recently received my copy of the Blood and 
Fire. It was a superb issue, as well as the 
previous issue, covering the events of our 
40th in St. Louis. The association is mighty 
lucky to have a person of your caliber and 
dedication. I worked 322 years in the Print-
ing and Advertising business, and I know 
all about the miriad of details and hours 
of preparation you go through, to have each 
issue published. Since retiring in 1981, 
I've had more time to look at, read, etc., 
everything I subscribe to. Again my personl 
thanks. 

Sincerely, 
Joe Falkenstein 

1st. Sgt. Co."H" 253rd Inf. 

Editors Comment...I do appreciate all those 
complimentary letters I receive, to many to 
publish. A "BIG THANKS -- TO ALL OF YOU." 

"Ycah . . I'm in the .4ir 
Force . So whas!" 

Nate 

c.~ 
T~ISTRVPt o"" 

CIARIhAFRSII~~^ ~, I L__. 

1990 1990 

UNIVERSAL STUDIOS 
TO PREMIERE IN FLORIDA 

Hundreds of Oscars and Emmys. More than 75 years of mo~~e-making magic. Universal Studios. 
Now were building a real working motion picture and television studio in Orlando. Flonda ~'. ith even•thing 

from live production to editing. Sound effects to special effects. 
And in 1989. Universal Studios Florida will take your clients behind the 

scenes to see how Hollywood's entertainment giant makes award-winning mov-
iesand hit T<'sho~vs. It'll be an entertainment experience like no other. With 
liveaction shows based on the greatest movie hits of all time. like Back to the 

Future. E.T., laws. King Kong and more. 
For information, write: Group Sales Dept.. Universal Studios 

\ Florida. 5750 h1ajor Boulevard, Suite 500, 
-~~ ~'!~ ~ Orlando. Florida 32819. ..... _ ~~. 

.. :' 
' ~• - 



So near to grandoured is our dust, 

So near to God is man; 

That wrhan duty cabs to youth "thou must" I 

Th® youth replied, "I can'.' 

P~uL ~v~scH 
~~ed~...A~n~.~ 7, 19~9. . . . . .Co'rl►► 2~~~Gt Iv~~. 
1719 Hodge Laf2e Lvt. , Su.gan~'av~d, TX 7747 

~~RNAR~ J. GI L~3RAITH 

~~.ed- -Javc . 1 ~ , 19 ~ 9 ...... C o" L" 2 ~ 4~G~ I vc ~ . 
~ G 6 ~ Su.v~~se~ ~n . , GU~i~~~.am~v~.~~e, Ny 14 2 21 

~vN PA~Lv 

~~.ed- -Oct. 2 ~ , 19 ~ 8 ............. G 3~id Hr~ ' ~ 
700 N~ 1 ~~~. C~. , F~. Lau.de~.da~e, FL 33304 

G~vRG~ T. MvUL~S 

~~.ed--Java. 27, 19~9......Co"C" 2~~~Gc Ivc~. 
fox 1 GG~, Rouse H~.~~, MS 393~G...... . 

G~oRG~ ~. HIGGINS, Sn. 

~~.ed---Ju.~y l0, 19~~ Ca"H" 233rd Ivc~. 
34~ S. ~3nd, L~.v~co~v~, NF G~310 • ... . . 

HARoL~ MICHA~LSVN 

~~.ed--A~n~~ 23, 19~~~.~~v. Hc~'~ 2 3rd I~~. 
~. 113 Go~go~G~ #202, Co~~ax, GVA 99111... 

JIM ~ISHA(~ 

stied - vc'L• 19(J~ s e • • • • • • • • • • •H~~• 7 1 ~ ~ •I1• 

9 G ~ . Hev~n-~e~~a S~. , oceavc~s~.de, Ny 1 1 ~7 2 

SILL PITTMAN 

~~ied--Ju.~y 2~, 19 7 Uvc~.~ N/A 
1040-42v~d Ave. , ~. Mo~~.v~e, I L G 1244. ... . 

~~N ~ e~~RG 

~~.ed--N/A Co"F" 2~4~G~ Iv~~ . 
fox 4, Ke~s~ey, IA ~0G49 • . . • .. . 

L~vN ROPINSON 

~~.ed--sec. 1 ~, 19~~ Co"M" 2~4~G~ I vc~ . 
X410 CG~e~sw~c~. if(n. , Hou.~s~ov~, TX 77037. . . . 

... 

.... 

e • • o • . e • • • . 

J~SFPH F~RRIGNv 

~~.ed-°-sec. 24, 19~~.....Sv. ~~~y ~G1~~ ~-.a. 
1 ~ 13 Pa~men Ave. , LancG~mavc~, Ny 10~3~... . 

FRANK GILLIAM 5~.. 

~~.ed---Feb. 2~, 19 9. • , , , , ,Co►►I►► 2~4~G~ I>~~. 
R~.1, fox 104, Gaffe C~.~y, VA 242 1....... 

RAyMON~ McSGVAIN 

~~.ed--Feb. 13, 19~9.......Co"I" 2~4~G~ I~~. 
R~.1, Lavtdnu.m, SC 2936 .................. 

ANTHVN~ J. CRISCI 

~~ed sec. 3, 198~ ................~~.v. Hq'~s• 
21 M~~ va~.~s C~.n. , Palm Coa~s~, FL 32037.. . 

MAJoR ~AVIl~ H. RILL 

~~.ed A~n~~ 2~, 19 9..... "A" ~~ny ~G 1~s~ F.A. 
2~ Lowe~~ P~. , F~.edovc~.a, Ny 14063........ . 

RVG~R JVHNSVN 

~.ied May ~ , 19 ~ 9 ......... C a"G" 2 ~ 4 ~h. I n ~ . 
l73 Le.ac6~ Ave., Pa~c~ R.~dge, NJ 0~6~6...... 

~d~.~o~.~ Commev~~: Roger d~.ed ~su.dde►~~y due ~~ 
a ma~~s~s~.ve G~ean~ a~~acf2. He became ac~~.ve 
~~ ou.n a~~soc~.a~~ov~ a ~cu.mben o~ yean~s ago, 
~~ ~~av~v~~.v~g a v~u.rnben o ~ ~ou.n~ ~o ~u.no~e, 
~e~~ac~vcg ~F~e area w~cene neg~.mevc~~s ~ ~ ~Gce 
G and ~~iv . were ~~ combat. 

Roger way very ac~~.ve ~.vi ~G~e"Jeb~sl~e~m 
Memon~.a~2" ~~ Jeb~sG~e~.m, F~iavcce. A rnov~u.mev~~ 
~e~~ie~evt~~.vcg ~G~e 900 mev~ wGco d~.ed ~.vc ~G~e 
"~a~~~e o ~ Jeb~sG~e~m" , ~~om Fnav~ce, Genmavty, 
avid ~G~e Uvc~i~ed S~a~e~s, ~o a "La~s~~.v~g Peace" 

Ivy S~. Lou.~.~s, Roger ways awarded a P~agu.e by 
M~.~Ze ~aymon ~o~ ~~~ wonh. w~.~Gc ou.n A~s~svi. ... 

TG~e 12~G~ Anrnoned ~~.v. , wG~o ~su~~on~ed ~G~e 
G and ~~.v . Zvi ~G~e S~.eg ~n~.ed L~v~e a~s~sau.~~, ~ 
a~~so ~.v~ ~G~e Nech~an Va~~ey dowvc ~o ~l~e ~av~-
u.be R~.ve~, nequ.e~s~ed ~G~a~ Roger nu.v~ a ~ou.n 
~o~i ~G~em, wG~~.cl~ !~e acce~~ed. I~ ways a ►►go►, 
avid de~an~c~ne dale ways ~se~ ~ on Se~~. l 9 6 9 . 
Roger., ways Duce who d~.dn' ~ ~2~Fze ~o }ono-cna~s-
~~.v~a~e . 

Roger w-~~~ be m~.~s~sed b y u~ a~~, avcd ou.n 
co~zdo.~evcce~s ~o Canoe, avid ~a,►~~~ y . 

_. . ... ~ r y;: 

Roger JaG~v~~so~ a✓~d ~~-1~~Z2 3ay~~on 



Re : 63rd Infantry Division Association 

City: San Francisco, California 

Date: August 23 - 30, 1989 

Reference File Number K14051 

Inclusive Travel Dates August 20 - September 2, 1989 

Dear Attendees: 

Delta Air Lines' Special Meetings Network is pleased to have the opportunity 

to offer its personalized services for your upcoming meeting. We specialize 

in coordinating travel arrangements for meetings and provide the best service 

possible at the lowest applicable fares. 

A 5/five percent discount is available to you on Delta's domestic round trip 

published excursion fares including instant saver fares. If you elect to 
use this discount, all rules and conditions of the fares will apply. 

Also any attendee 65 years or older, a 10/t.en percent discount off any published 
fare will be offered . The Young at Heart fare follow all - rules of the fare you 
are using. 

In addition provisions have been made to afford a 40/forty percent discount off 
Delta's domestic full round trip day/night coach fares. These fares require 
seven days advance reservations and ticketing. Any changes to the outbound 
reservations must be with seven days advance notice of the new flight . Changes 
to the return flight may b e made at any time, There are no penalties for 
changes or cancellations ~1hen using this 40/forty percent discount fare, 

In both cases, seats are limited and we encourage you to confirm your reservations 
as soon as possible, 

To take advantage of these fares, follow these simple rules: 

Contact Delta or have your travel agency call 1-800-221-1212 
and ask to speak with Delta's Special Meetings Network. 

Refer to Reference File Number K14051, 
Valid dates of travel are August 20 - September 2, 1989. 

DELTA AIR LINES, IhIC. 
61 50 WEST CENTURY BOULEVARD 

P.O. Box 90097 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90009-0097 

San Francisco 
here we come! o 

63rd Infantrg Divisio 
Association 

41st Annual Reunion 
August 23-27,199 
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Family &Friends Welcome ...'Burn the '89 Reunion. into a long vacation 

IMPORTANT 
If you want to attend 
these events, 
you must send in 
your advance 
payment by July 1,1989 
IF YOU HAVE ALREADY 
MAILED IN YOUR FORM, 
WITHOUT PAYMENT, 
PLEASE SUBMIT PAYMENT 
NOW TO GUARANTEE A 
SEAT ON BUS TOURS. 

63rd INFANTRY DIY. ASSOC. 

6LpOD ~ j FIRE 

San Francisco 
here we come! 

63rd Infantrb Division Association 
41st .Annual Reunion 
August 23-27,1989 

/ you can be the 

LUCKY WINNER 
of a 

3 H~Yi z NIGHT 
~ACAT"ION FOIZ TW® 

at the fabulous 

~ 
_LAS 11EGA5 ) 

~~.rrrJ~~cr~ ~i 
(Details at reu>`tio~t) 

Name Date: Unit: 

Wife's Name (If attending) 
Arrival Date: 

Arrival Time 
Address Number of Children Attending: 

City: State: Zip: Children's Ages) 

Phone: ( )  Guest Names) 
Please Check O if this is your first reunion. 

Make checks) payable fo: San Francisco Reunion, 63rd Inf. Div. Assoc. cosy 
PER PERSON 

NUMBER 
ATTENDING 

roTa~ 
COST 

RETURN TO: 
ANTHONY MUCCIOLO 
419 University Avenue 
Burbank, CA 91504 

REGISTRATION 

DUES: National 

DUES: Lifetime 

$15.00 
$ 5.00 

$40.00 

MEMBER 
ONLY 

$15.00 

WEDNESDAY EVENING, AUGUST 23 Meet Your Buddies. 
Dance Music, Free Beer &Soda, Cheese &Nuts  8 pm to ? 

FREE ~ J FREE 

THURSDAY DAY, AUGUST 24 (CHOICE OF ONE BUS TOUR 

❑ #1 San Francisco Highlights  8:30 am to 1:30 pm 

❑ #2 Sausalito &the Bay 9'30 am to 2:30 pm 

❑ #3 Wine Country (WITH FOOD) 9'30 am to4:30 pm 

$18.~~ 

$ 24.~~ 

$35.~~ 

THURSDAY EVENING, AUGUST 24 
Italian Buffet, Dance Music, Free Beer, Wine, Soda 7.30 pm to ? $15.~~ 

FRIDAY DAY, AUGUST 25 
A Day of Remembrance, Memorial Service at the Presidio 6th Army Base. 
Includes PICNIC LUNCH &FREE BEER 9.30 am to 2:00 pm 

FOR LUNCH 
&Bus 

$ 22.~~ 

FRIDAY E!/ENIN(a, AUGUST 25 
Social Get Together, Free Beer &Soda 8.00 pm to ? 

PER MALE 

$ rJ.O~ 

SATURDAY MORNING. AUGUST 26 
Men's Business Meeting   10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Women's Social Meeting (Coffee, Danish)   10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

/ 

\ ~ FREE FREE 
SATURDAY EVENING, AUGUST 26 
1 Hour Cocktail Party C.O.D. Bar 6.00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Dinner and Dance  7:00 p.m. to 1 :00 a.m. 

CHECK ONE ❑ New York Steak  
❑ Filet of Sole  
❑ Child's Platter  

$ 25,00 
$ 25.QQ 

$9.50 

/ 
1 

( ) 

PREPAYMENT FOR THESE TRIPS MUST BE MADE BY JULY 1, ~sss ~ ~A N D TOTA L DON'T FORCE? YOUR AD BOOK ADS 
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NEW MEMBERS 

JACOB STRAUSS...........Co"F" 255th Inf. 
2320 Benson St., Philadelphia, PA 19152.. 

.ROSARIO J. P ....... Co°' I" 254th Inf . 
1729 Empire Blvd.#11, Webster, NY 14580.. 

JOE COVINO ............... Co'°F" 254th Inf . 
250 W. 27th St., New York, NY 10001...... 

ESLIE E. H~iELL.......... Co"B" 254th Inf . 
22857 Roth Rd., Decatur, MI 49045....... 

BERME HORC~nTITZ .......... Co"F" 2 5 5th Inf . 
2326 Alsace Rd., Reading, PA 19604....... 

~ -i ~/-•R 1 i~'■S E• o. o e o e e• s o•••• o e o• CO " C "  ? 

1304 Pennsylvania Ave., Beaumont, CA 92223 

JOHrT P. ~I I ■A'■. . e . . . . . . . . SV. Co. 255th Inf . 
320 E. 2nd St., Brooklyn, NY 11218....... 

~:. PE:ARSON.......C'o"E" 253rd Inf . 
~^~_3514 Kings Ride Lane, Houston ® Tx 77079. 

ARC~~IE Ted. BRC~WN....Hgs. Btry 63rd Div.Arty 
238 Elm St. , Walpole, MA 02081 

BILLY J. MOSS Co"B" 254th Inf . 
Box 607, Bentonville, AR 72712...° ........ 

T~IILLIANI T. GRAYSON Co'P B" ? 
777 Ridgedale Dr., Shelby, NC 28150....... 

RICK-~RD (Dick) ~'osstim...AT Co. 254th Inf . 
1130 Floweree, Helena, MT 59601 

JOSEPH B . NSASI~n1SKY . . . . . e Co °' B " 2 5 5th Inf . 
5251 W. Galitz, Skokie, IL 60077.e•oe.•e• 

ROI~I.V S 1AL~W ••• o e• e e s o s e e e o e• e e e o U n 1. t N A 

4554 Portadown Ln., Las Vegas, NV 89121.. 

T~iEOI~RE KATSA~S . . 
11485 Oakhurst Rd., 

CLAUDE A. N:H~.

1024 Hasbraok Ave., 

JII~~S M. ~;ONI~'H .... e 
3149 Brick° 11 Ave., 

.......m...Recon Troops 
Largo, Fl 34644... _ _. 

....~.Co"A" 253rd Inf. 
Kansas City, KS 66105 

.......°...°.863rd "C" 
Miami , FL 33129.. . , . . 

HOLLIS KNI  Associate Member 

~P.0. Box 487, Centerville, MS 39631....°. 

~~L.Vl."JLL.J ~t'~tl\ I ~ ■ e ~ ~ HV 1 tJHV 1 " . w .. o 

o~ ~ v~ ~~s~,~~ s~~ E~ 

Red 
Type 
and 

Seche~ahy'~S Cahneh 
Tam L,~~ z a o . . . 

There are s t i 1 1 some Indexes to Co 1 . Ha t-
cher`s Book avai lable. If you have the 
book, you might l ike one. Please remit 
$1.50 to Tom L i s zka , 19W 565 Dee rpa th Ln  . , 
Lemont, I L 6043.x, to cover the ~pri nt i ng 
and postage. 

Also, I had ava i 1 ab 1 e at the Reunion , 
l istings by Regiment and Battal ion, of 
member s of our Association. I f you wool d 
l ike such a l isting of YOUR REGIMENT, 
please remit $2.00 to cover the rep roduc-
tion cost and ma i 1 i ng. 

We st i 1 1 have 63rd Div. Assoc. Caps  
and they are sti l l Only $$.00. 
Make your checks out to the 63rd Inf . C i v. 
A~ soc: and ma i 1 to above address. Cost of 
mai 1 ing is in the price. 

Yel low 
Back-
ground 
~ Swo r d 



PIIlTOIZIC I~OT~,S 
by Hike BaymDr. .. 

63rd Inf , Div. KIA"S & DC~~T"S 
April 9, 1945 Bloodiest Day 
April 8, 1945 2nd Bloodiest DAy 
Jan. 3, 1945 3rd Bloodiest Day 
April 7, 1945 4th Bloodiest Day 
T~IA-KIlled in Action..DOW--Died of Wounds 
Total Battle Deaths. .960, KIA..844 

HISTORY OF THE 63rd Inf . Div. 
We wish to thank the members who have con-
tributed items for inclusion in the "History 
of the 63rd I.D.", that is now in the pro-
cess of being written. We hope to include 
all units with rosters of all personnel, if 
possible. So if you have orders or other 
items listing names-we would like to have 
them. We are particulary interested in the 
255th I.R., and Special Troops. If you have 
any interesting happenings during the war 
that may be of interest, submit them -they 
may be included in the book. 

I have received the names & serial numbers 
of 960 Battle Deaths-KIA 844, DOW 126. Over 
half with dates. Source, Adjutant General's 
Office, Strength l~ccounting Branch, 19 May'48. 

I also received an update on what seems to 
be the ETO~Historians Report. A 3 page his-
tory on the 63rd Inf. Div. Here are some 
statictis quoted. CMH-2...Distinguished Unit 
Citations-4...DSC-5...SS-435...Total Battle 
Deaths 960, KIA 844, Woounded 3,326, Mis-
sing 98, Captured 219, Total Casualties-4487. 
The above lists are available from, JACK 
L,. PICKON, 1230 Wallgatge Ave. , Waterloo, IA 
50701. KIA-DOW list, 19 pages, $15.00.... 
History, 3 pages, $4.0O...I know we had. the 
most casualties of any Division during the 
month of April 1945 in the 7th Army. George 
Parker ("L" 254th) , informs me it was the 
highest KIA-DOW of any Division in the ETO 
during Apr i 1 ' 4 5 . (4 7 9 KIA &DOW) , and 12 0 5 
wounded. 

I have received the name &citation of one 
of the DSC holders, PFC EUGENE B. REICH, 
33662.432 ("K" 253rd) , for actions near 
Lampo ldhousen , Germany , _l 2 Apr i 1 19 4 5 , I a~~~~ 
looking for the other 4 names . I f you kno~~>> 
any of them, please write . I wi 11 bringing 
the above listed items to the San Fran-~ 
Cisco Reunion except the book. 

~3ILL SCOFI'r 407 S. Walnut, Sycamore, IL 60178 
~1as now compiled a list of about 13000 names 
of men who were in the 63rd Div. There were 
~~.~o>.`~t 25000 men who wore th,e 63rd patch---

between activation 1943, & it's deactivation 
in 1945. Bill is looking for more company 
rosters, Good Conduct rosters, CIB rosters, 
etc., etc. .Send them to the above address. 

Battery Press is republishing the original \̀  
3 volumes US Army, Report of Operations 
1944-45 in 2 vols. Cost $99.95+$6.00 P&H. 
A member of the 63rd, Thurman Haston ("C"-
2 53rd) can make the 2 volume set available 
to members of the assn, for $62.00 includes 
P&H. The book is a handy reference. It cov-
ers the 63rd as part of the Army picture in 
detail. The maps are detailed. It is my 
standard reference. If you are interested 
write to : HASTON"S BOOK ST+®RE, X03 TndEST MAIN 
ST. , McNiinnvi lle , TN 37110 . 

All former ASTP HERS, may be interested 
in a book just , publi she~1. "SC~iOTARS IN FOX 
HOLES", by Louis E. Keefer. 320 PP., cost 
$24.95. Write to McFarland & CO., Inc. Pub 
fishers, BOx 611, Jefferson, NC .28640., or 
to the author at, 1503 Farsta Court, Reston, 
vA 22090. 

SUITORS CO In future issues of the 
B&F, I will be inserting interesting arti-
cles, written by "Hotshots". Some are long, 
and will be inserted in installments. 
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All 0175 G E la P Rt1.SIL:l 1~1 ~iFi ~~A1J CA15 ~ 

3d Inf 12th Armored 
1 1 COQPS t;.S. SECTION 
:o~tvr~~ Pu~~sHEQ-

President ~~r 3) `91 
Donald Seedborg 
1 915 Cedar Ave ~5 
Lons aezch, Cal . 50806 

X075 

~e~, r~r 
~~~r~a. 

i Slll In( Rfilflt ~DANU9E 
70 wUE EUGENE /L,ACHAT 

7f Oi7 IAw~s 

7IlC ►NONC III 7J7 ~. l0 

~E',~C6'111Q. 
ALL Ex- ~s4tt, 1rJFANTA~Regiment men. 

Would you please cal l or write anyone you sti l l have 
contact with and give them this information and en-
courage them to 'JO(N•JO(1~•JOIN I am searching-tor men who served 

with the 254th Inf. Regt. 63rd In 
fantry Division W~VII and partici 
pated in the ALSACC-CO Li`ItIIZ pock-
etattached to the first-French Army, 
20 January-9 February 1945. They 
are eligible for membership in the 
XYI Corps U.S. Section Asaoc. Rhin 
et Danube forbelated French medals 
and membership. For information 

contact: 
President 

Donald Seedborg 

If you remember a name 
and what town they were 

from 

whatever you 
can to help 

Please post on the bulletin boards 
of the DAv, Legion, ETC I

~-1. ssociat ion des 

F~E►cN 
CRCIx 

~~ 
~ t; c t: 1. r 
~~~ 
~c.mar. 

~-'~„ 

~~ ~:~;~ C~ ~ ~ s t ~z~-T~T 

A~nciens CombatCan is 

~[ ~~ I 

CO L~t'LgR .19 ~ 5 ~~~~~ i~ I i ~ V L"1 ~~ I ~'~ N S 111cclals F! ~' 



PHI LA~~LPHIA CHAPTER-I~.v~i~. Sch.~acf~e~c, P~e~s. 

The. Ph~.~ade~~h~.a C ha~~cn w-~~~ ho.~d ~he~in 
annu.a~ Fa~~ M~.n~.-Rcun~.an a~ ~ the. Pacarnan~ 
Lodge and Rc~son~ ~.n the. Pocano~s an the weef~-
end a ~ ~c~a,~ cn 2 0 -- 2 2 , 19 ~ 9 . (Fn~da y ~o Sun-
da y) . Anyone ~in~e.ne.~s~ed ~.n a~~end~.ng p~ea~se 
can'~ac~; In.v~.n Sch~ocFzcn., 93~ Pn~ncc~on Ave.. 
Ph~~a., PA 19111..Phone (21~) 432=14~~.... 

'®~'► C a. 2 3 3 ~cd I n d ... ~1.~.~.~.~.a.m "Sm~~~y" Sm~.~f~ 

we are. ~~ann~.ng ~a hard the. next "F" C o . 
Rcun~an ~.n ~a~an Rauge, an A~n~i~ 4-~ ~ , 19 9 0 
a~ the ~e.~~ernan~, 7370 A~.n~~.ne Hwy. , ~a~on 
Rauge., LA 70~OS..Ta~~ ~ne.e # 1-X00-~3~-~4~6. 
Roorn nape $3 .00 den day +Tax. 

" 1 1 "  C a s ~ J ~~l.d I ~'6 . s~ ~~ J~'l. s J a C~ ~~.I.~LKeIL~~C.iLIL 

'►H ,► C a . ,~~ ~~ann~ing ~a hold next yean~ Re-
un~.on -gin ~van~sv~.~~e, IN, a~ the. ~xe.cu~~.vc 
Inn ~c~. 19-22, 1990. Roam nape. $40.00 ~~n 
day. They w~.~~ v~.~s~.~ Camp ~necFzenn~.dge, Ky , 
whe.nc ~he.r~ ~ ~n~~ ~n.a~ned . ("H" C a . 3 ~ 9 ~h) . 

~~R ~4I~1~5'"f CHAPTgR... ~a~ Re.~au~c.. . 

THIRD ANNUAL MI~~IFST R~UNI~N- JUNE 9-11,19 9 
Headquan~e.n~s w~.~~ be a~ ~hc ~a y~ Inn ~n 
Ma~~e.waad, MN. MaFze yawn. awn naom ~ze~senva-
~~.o nos , ~ h y ca~~~ing 1- ~ 0 0 - 3 2 ~ - 2 ~ 2 ~ . ~ c ~5un e 
~a me.n~~.on you aye. w~.~h the, G and ~( ~.v . ~.n 
widen ~a ge.~ the. ~s~e.c~a~ ~ia~e.. 

I ~-~nenany: 
Fn~.day June 9~h-Ha~s~~.~a~-~~y Su~~~ o~cn 2:00 
PM un~~i~ ~ : 00 PM... ~ : 00 PM Sac-ia~ Hain.. . G : 00 
PM ~l ~.nne.n , a ~ ~e.n d~.nnen. a ~han.~ hu~~ne.~s~ 
me.e~~ing . 

Sa~unda y June 1 Ooh-Mann~.ng ~s~.gh~~ee.~.ng, 
~shap~~.ng and ne~axa~~.on. ~~nnc~`~ w~.~~2 he on 
yawn awn. we. have ne~e.nved a b~2acfz o~ ~~.c~Z-
c~~ ~ an the M~.nne.~sa~a Tw~n~s game. They ~~ay 
C h~.cag o a~ 7: 0 0 PM . T n.an~s~an~a~~.a n ~o the 
garne~ w~~~ he pn.ov~ded. 

Sunday June. 1 1 ~h-P~.cn-~c ~s~an.~~.ng a~ 1 1 :'00 AM 
w~.~~ fie. l~.e~d a~ ~hc Ar~en~.can Leg~.an Rec-
ne.a~~.a~n gnound~ . 
Fan ~un~hen ~.n~anma~~on, wn~.~e ~a ~1an Re~.aux 
1 I ~~and V ~.ew Laze, Nan~h Da~Z~s, MN ~ ~ 12 7 . . 

ca~~ (G12) 4~1-7934 

IS YvUR ZIP Cv~~ CVRR~CT...CH~CK S/vUR 

SAILING LABEL........ 

INDIANA-vHIv-K~NTCdCKy CHAPTER..... 

The ~~n-ing rnee~~.ng ways held ~.n Sau~h fiend, 
I nd~.ana an Sa~unday, A~r~~.~ 2 2 , 19 ~ 9 a~ the. 
harne a ~ Jahn ~ ~e.~~y ~~h~cn . A ~ ~~n hunch 
~he.y ~oune.d the S~udeba(✓Ze.n. 1Va~~iana~ Mu~cum 
~o v~ie.w the. can ca.~~e~c~~ian. The. evcn-~ng 
mca~ ways held a~ Ha~~y' ~ Land~.ng . A good 
~~.me ways had b y a~~ ~ha~e ~nc~scn~. 

Anyone. ~.n~~ne~~cd ~.n ~yu~une. me.e.~~.ng~s and 
~ha~se who are nab ge.~~~.ng out mce~~.ng na-
~~ice~~, can~ac~ Fd F awe., 3 2 2 ~a yon Ave.. , 
S~n~.ng~~.e~d, OH 44~0G.. ... 

P.~ea~se Nape... The I . v . K . Chap~en membe~c~s 
w-i.~.~ be ~se.~.~~.ng Carnrne~na~ca~~ive Jewe~'~.y, .in 
the Recd-~s~na~an A~.ea, du,~i.~n.g au~c Ca~~~ an-
vc~a. Reu~.~an. cue w.i~.~ brave ~e~~ ~uc~..~e~s, 
B a.~a T~.e~s w~~h U.~v . ~mb.~em, Sma.~.~ Lab e.~ 
P~.n.~s, ~ Lad-ie~s (Pa~s~ Type) ~a~c R.in~~s w-~~h 
~~v . ~m6.~em. tie w.i.~.~ a.E'~a brave m-~n.~.a e 
Cambay Badc~.eJs, and ~e 7~bc A~crny m~n.~.a.~c,c~ce 
p.in~s . (S ev e~c S ~ep~s ~a N e~.~) . 

~d Faw~'e 

R~UNIVN NVTIC~ 

43d I n~an~~cy "~JING~U ~' I CTvRy" ~~iv-c~s~an 
Se~~. ~-9-10, 19~9....Ha~~.day Inn..... 
Pnov~.dence., ~awn~awn. . .. 21 A~we~~~ Ave.. , 
Pnav~.de.nce., RI 02903..Fan d~~a~~~s can~ac~: 
Howard ~nawn, 1 ~ 0 Lafzcde~~ ~( ~. . , ~a~s~ 
Gn~~nw~ch, RI 02~1~..... 

We're ready 
willing and able! 
To Offer You 

a Great 
Reunion in 

1991 
THE PHILADELPHIA CHAPTER 

PATRIOTISM IS 

CONTAGIOUS! 
SPREAD I ~' 

AROUND! 



MARCH FORTH - MARCH FOURTH 

by a Hvy. Wpns. S/Sgt. Jack Kerins 

Co. "D" 255th Infanty 

The War Department history of the 
63rd Division states "On March 4th at 1500, 
the 1st. Bn. 255th Inf. is to be attached 
to the left flank of the 253rd Regiment and 
cross the Saarguemines River and make their 
first offensive action against the enemy by 
taking the high ground to the east." 

Much has been written of the sucsses of the 
63rd in combat, and of different units en-
gagements with the Germans, but nowhere have 
I been able to find any writings of this 
action, better known by~ those that were in 
it as the "Quarry Battle." 

From a few notes I made, some of which have 
become illegible over the years, a somewhat 
hazy memory, and of course time, I will try 
to recall some of this action. Spending a 
great deal of your time either on the ground 
or in the ground accounts for some of the 
writing in my notebook being indistinguish-
able at times. 

For almost a month we had maintained a de-
fensive position along the Blies River just 
south of Saarguemines along a deactivated 
railroad and west of a little village of 
~3liesaringen. Being a heavy weapons platoon 
of .30 Cal. machineguns we were strung out 
along the railroad, sometimes using the 
raised rail bed as our defense line. A cut 
in a hi 11 for the railroad afforded us a 
fine defoi lade to set up our chow lines . We 
usually ate around 0600 and around 1800 or 
1900 after dark. 

We had a little movement during the daylight 
hours for we would draw direct small arms 
fire across the river. Many times we would 
receive mortar fire that was laid down along 
the rail bed but, to my knowledge, no cas-
ualties were suffered, but it often played 
havoc with our communication lines. 

It was a cold winter in this sector. We 
never knew the temperature but it was cold. 
Many mornings we would have one deep snow 
covering our positions making it~difficult 
to keep our weapons operational even though 
we seldom used them. Most of us acquired 
feather ticks f rom the houses _in the village 
enjoyed their warmth and comfort in our fox-
holes, and then discarded them when they 
became waterlogged. 

TnTe were told that come spring we would 

0 

launch an offensive across the Blies and 
up the long open slope that faced us . We 
would look across the river and conjecture 
how we would ever make it up that hill 
without many casualties. 

Suddenly you could feel the warmth of spring 
approaching, the snow melted quickly, and 
we knew our "D Day" was near. We were 
brought back a little ways, given a 2 sec-
onds for soaping and a 3 second rinse and 
fresh clothes. Was it good to get out of 
those sme f ly muddy clothes and fee 1 clean 
again. It was our first bath in almost a 
month except our helmet sponges while on 
the line. 

~~ 

We were then relieved by the 44th Division 
and brought to Saarguemines . ~Te were bi 1-
leted in an old institutional building 
called the Steinbacker Hof and spent a few 
days relaxing, writing letters and cleaning 
our weapons . 

It was 1400 March 4, 1945, when the platoon 
leader sent a messenger to come to see him 
immediately. I had a sick fee ling in my 
stomach as I took off to find him. I knew 
this was it. MY Lt. gave me little infor-
mation to take back. "Have your men double-
check your weapons, carry all the ammuni-
tion you can and see that all of them have 
"K" rations. No maps, no overlays, no in-
formation of what we are to expect, except 
that we are to depart. on our f fi rst of Pen-
sive action at 1500. The only encouraging 
thing he said was we would be supported by 
15 tanks and we should secure our objective 
by 1700, which as far as we could see, was 
a wooded area with a rather steep hill 
beyond. 

I shared my enthusiasm with my section when 
I went back. Everyone was confident that we 
would overwhelm the enemy, especially when 
we saw the tanks on the line to help us. 
Armor gives an infantryman a sense of se-
curity and invincibility. That thinking and 
the reality of close combat was quick to 
leave indelible scars in our thoughts when 
we reminisce this action. Within seconds 
after we started advancing from our line of 
demarcation I could see 9 of the tanks 
either disabled or on fire, with some of 
the fortunate crewmen scurrying out of their 
turrets, and heading to the rear. A well-
placed and camauf laged 88 anti-tank gun 
quickly brought reality of combat to all o~~.--
us. Now we were pinned down in the woods by 
intense small arms f ire from a few houses 

continued on next page 



on the level and from numerous positions 
dug into the hillside in f ront of us . The 
hill was very steep, created by the spoils 

from a quarry on top. The Germans were 
ell dug in, difficult to see, and more 

difficult to render ineffective. They 
commanded the top of the quarry where they 
looked right down on us. 

Our machine guns were of little use. We 
could not establish a line as infantrymen 
were maneuvering in front of us and their 
officers were running back and forth try-
ing to organize them. During the remaining 
daylight hours we were driven back to our 
departure point several times when the 
enemy counter-attacked. One time we were 
just below the Bn. CP and I could see our 
Bn. CO in their foxholes directing opera-
tions. Everytime we were forced back some 
courageous officers, unknown to me, would 
rally a group of infantrymen, which by now 
had lost their company identity, and they 
would again press forward relentlessley. 
Throughout the night there was continuous 
small arms fire and many phosphorous gre-
nades exchanged. At daybreak we could see 
the h i 11 clearly now as we had advanced to 
the edge of it. I finally established con-
tact with my Lt. and looked at him in dis-
e lief when he said, "Take your guns to 

~:he top of the hill and set them up . " 

I looked up the hill which was .soft shale, 
I looked to my left and saw a German stick 
his head out of a hole half-way up the 
hill, give a burst with his burp gun and 
disappear. Wait a minute, this was not in 
our training. We are a support team, not a 
point team. No time to hesitate--just 
follow orders. Fortunately my two gunners 
and tripod carriers stuck with me through 
the night, but in the confusion earlier I 
had lost half on my ammo carriers. We 
started up the hilll diagonally away from 
the dug in German and it was painstakingly 
slow. We would slide back one step for 
every two we took. It was most difficult 
for the men carrying the heavy machine 
guns and tripods, and that was one of the 
reasons we acquired light machine guns for 
future actions such as these. 

Almost to the top I glanced to my lef t to 
see one of our infantrymen firing his 
r i f le while making h i s way toward that 

emplacement, and then seeing a white han-
erchief waving frantically. I knew that 
rif lem~an had accomplished his mission. We 
were now at the top of the quarry where 
there was a track leading into a tunnel in 

the quarry, we had cover momentarily and 
were rejoicing we had made it to the top. 
I looked around the side of the tunnel 
opening and could see behind it a flat area 
of about X200 yds. that overlooked all of 
the countryside. What a beautiful place to 
set up our machine guns. Just then my Lt. 
arrived to order us to go out to the edge 
of the flat area, set up our guns and fire 
at anything we could see. 

Immediately this flat area came under very 
heavy mortar fire, so heavy that, when I 
looked out again , I felt none of us could 
ever make the run of that stretch. Shrapnel 
was flying everywhere . I blessed myself , 
asked the Lord to take care of us, and took 
off for the edge to set up our guns. Mirac-
ulously we made it without a casualty, set 
up our guns and began firing in every di-
rection to the east where we thought the 
enemy might be. Suddenly the mortar and 
small arms fire ceased and we could see 
many Germans retreating toward another hill 
to our east. We broke our guns and went 
down the hill to the north side to join the 
rest of our men, wondering all the while 
how we ever routed the enemy from those 
positions. At the bottom of the hill we 
found a number of bunker-like structures 
built above ground and made from very heavy 
timbers covered with a foot to a foot-and-
a-half of sod . Evidences of recent occu-
pancy were visible as the Germans hastily 
left blankets and loaves of bread in these 
huts. Apparently these were their winter 
quarters while facing us across the Blies. 

We were hungry and very thirsty, having 
used all our water and the K rations we 
carried. Looking around for water, as most 
of us had swollen lips f rom being dehydra-
ted , the only water we could f i.nd in that 
vicinity was a small amount in the bottom 
of holes made by delayed action artillery 
shells. Filling our canteens, then ster-
ilizing it with the pills we carried, we 
drank it only because it was wet. It did 
not taste very good. 

Again we were tied down by fire from the 
high ground to the east and we stayed there 
until darkness came. And with the dark 
still no food or water. By now our bat-
talion had become depleted to about 50 or 

60 men. At least that was all I could see 

in our immediate area. Shortly after mid-

night we assembled and i n single f ile made 
our way through a mine f ie ld and up through 
heavy timber and gained the top of the 
hill. 

continued on next page 



Orders were passed down to dig in fast and 
expect an attack. With so few men avail-
able we were cast into the role of r i f le-
men and were strung out to defend the 
right flank. Exhausted as we were there 
was little hesitancy to the order. We were 
at the edge of a woods and a clearing be-
yond was barely visible in the dark night. 
No sooner had we finished our digging than 
to the lef t of where we were , some 50 yds . 
a fire fight broke out when a German pa-
tro 1 attempted to infiltrate our positions. 
They quickly retreated. It was now about 
0400 and, as hungry and fatigued as we 
were, I did not find a man asleep. We all 
knew what was coming. And it did. Just as 
the first rays of dawn started to break 
the night darkness, we could hear a tank 
to our front. Slowly it rumbled up a grade 
and became visible as it emerged into the 
clearing. It began firing directly into 
the trees over our heads, from side to 
side, hoping to effectively shower us with 
shrapnel. All around the tank were German 
soldiers keeping pace with the tank and 
firing their own weapons at us. I quickly 
made a decision. I was not going to die in 
a hole, and I was not going to go without 
taking a few Germans with me. I blessed my-
se if and asked the Lord to take care of me . 
As I grabbed my M-1 and scrambled out of 
my hole, I spied a bazooka lying on the 
ground by the next foxhole. Dropping my 
rifle, I picked up the bazooka., found it 
loaded, checked the battery, wrapped the 
wire, and headed for the tank. About 30 
yds. away I stood up from an artillery 
hole and took aim at the side of the tank. 
It stopped at the same time and I could 
see him turning his gun toward me. I re-
member thinking, now take care aim as you 
only have one shot and one chance to get 
him. Then all of a sudden all I could see 
was black in my sight. I quickly looked 
with both eyes and there not 15 feet be-
tween me and the tank was a young soldier 
in a black uniform with an automatic weapon 
pointed right at me. I remember yelling, 
while pointing my bazooka at him, "You 
throw down that gun you---bad boy, or I'll 
blow your head off." I guess my bazooka 
impressed him more than his trigger finger 
for suddenly he glanced toward the stopped 
tank, back at me, and then started running 
toward the tank. Just as quickly the tank 
reversed itself and disappeared over the 
hill with many of the GeL~man soldiers foll-
owing the tank. I could hear the buzzes of 
their bullets aimed at me, but by fate, 
the grace of God, and their poor markman-

ship, I survived. 

With a fee ling someone was behind me, I 
g lanced around and My Lt . was there and 
another very young soldier. Just as I 
looked at the youngster I saw a bullet 
strike him in the fleshy part of his nose 
just above his lip. Blood gushed from the 
wound and he started choking from the blood 
draining into his throat. I grabbed him by 
the shoulders, pushed him down into the 
hole, made him put his head between his 
knees, used his compress, and told him to 
squeeze it over his wound and we would get 
help. I asked him what unit he was from 
and I believe he said he was from the 3rd 
Bn. 253rd. 

By now my two machine gun crews had foll-
owed me and set up on either side of us. 
Looking down the hill we could see about 
l5 or 20 Germans in a group running full 
steam with their coat tails flying. My Sgt. 
looked at me and said "Sgt., shall I mow 
them down?" I looked at them again and 
said somewhat dazedly, "I think they have 
had enough, and besides we don't want to 
shoot them in the back." As it was now two 
days since we had any food and little 
water to drink, I said, "I think it would 
be better if we looked for some chow. " Tr 
relieving Bn. that came to our aid was nom---~ 
advancing through us. 

My Lt. and I later walked around the hill 
and found the abandoned tank and when we 
went to the east side of the hill we could 
see why the Germans defended this area so 
tenaciously--we were looking over the Seig-
fried Line and into the city of Saarebruc-
ken! 

The War Department history of this action 
took no cognizant of the intensity of this 
engagement, nor of the many casualties, 
the sacrifices, and the bravery displayed 
by these men of the lst Bn. 255th I.R. 

The paragraph on this action of the 63rd 
history concludes briefly..."On March 7th, 
the last day of its attachment to the 253rd 
Infantry, the lst Battalion 255th Infantry 
Regiment improved the defense of its sector 
on the high ground southeas of Gudingen. 
(Quarry and hill to the east.) It then 
moved into a reserve position at Stein-
backer Hoff (Saareguemines) where it spent 
the next few days in rehabilitation. 
(Thzse events are substantiated by a ~--
Star Citation.) 

Jack Kerins 



Not Shot 

MoiB bcac~ 

LdOS~' S~~P TRIO ~'OUIVD SIR STAY 
~3ACK I~'I~0 TIC ~OT~~? 

~3~EDICT PAREN'I`I .. Co" L" 255th Inf ..514 Ripple 
St., Scranton, PA 18505..Ben joined the 63rd 
July '44 at Van Dorn, and was with the Div. 
'~~_1 the way to Landsberg, Germany. He found 
_at about our assn. from NARFE, a retirement 
magazine. ~He recently retired from the Dept. 
of Army Depot in Tobyhana, after 31 yrs. 
works part time as a Security Guard, and also 
coaches a High School level Girls Softball 
Team. He would like to contact old buddies 
but cannot make our reunion this year, due 
to previous plans, hops to attend one in 
the near future. Keep him to his word Marie. 
Ben is happy to be a "lost sheep who found 
his way home". 

RAY FEUER..Co"E" 255th Inf..11646 Verada Ave. 
Granada Hills, CA 91344..Ray was with "E" 
from Sept . ' 43, to Apr i 1 ' 44 . ~~as then trans-
.ferrzd to Camp Shanks, and arrived in Scot-
land June 28, ' 44 . Ray was with -the 100th 
Inf. Div. from Dec.°42 to July '43, before 
joining the 63rd . ~~1e expect to see you and 
Beatrice in San Francisco in August, it's 
just outside your backdoor. 

TIM MALA?`1. . Co"A" 255th Inf .. 4 Valedero Ln . , 
Hot Springs Village, AP. 71999..Tim joined 
the 63rd at Van DOrn in ' 44. T^Tent overseas 
and all through ~.or~~bat until the end of the 

'''~ r . Later hz became part of thz 255th Dance 
wand. Ended his tour in Germany with the 
7th Army Special Servicesa Retired as a man-
facturer's rep. Tim and Gwynn are rnaking 
plans for Sari Francisco with Bob Kutscher & 

Louise. Tim and Bob hadn't seen each other 
in 46 yrs., until meeting last April. 

ROBERT KUTSCHER..Co"A" 255th..46 Alicante 
ti~ay , Hots Springs Village , AR 719 0 9 .. Bob 
left the service in April '46. was a High 
Schoo 1 Sand Director and Music Dept. Chair-
man for 36 yrs., in Birmingham, Mich. He 
later became securities broker, and is now 
retired. Bob & Louise will be joining us 
in August. Get those reservations in early. 
~TERNON R. JOBE..Hgs.lst. Bn. 253rd Inf.... 
5345 Miwok Dr., Silver Springs, NV 894d29o. 
Vernon retired in 'S0. worked as a union 
pipefitter since '49. Now raises pgmy goats 
a s a hobby . Belongs to the V . F . d~1. & Ame r i -
can Legion. Vernon, being your a next door 
Calif., YOU will be taking Marge to our re-
union in August. See you both in S.F. 

KENNETH E. PEARSON..Co"E" 253rd Inf..13514 
Kings. Ride Lane, Houston, TX 77079..Ken 
found out about our assoc. through a Louis-
ville, KY newspaper article. He was assign-
ed as a replacement to "E" Co., and took 
part in the final push from about Mosbach, 
to near Munich. After brief occupation duty 
he was re-assigned to the 2nd Inf. at Camp 
Swift, TX., and discharged at Ft. Lewis, 
~wA 'in June' 46. Following college, he worked 
35 yrs. for Gulf Oil Corp. and retired in 
'86. Suzanne, Calif. is not far from Texas. 

JACOB STRAUSS..Co"F" 255th Inf..2320 Benson, 
Phila., PA 19152..Jacob joined the Division 
in .August °43, completed his basic training 
and then sent out as a replacement to Eu-
rope Jacob should be a member of 
the Philly Chapter by now, with the infor-
mation supplied to him by our Secretary. 

JOHN J. SIZE..Hgs.Co. 2nd Bn..255th Inf... 
4113 Ferrarra St., Jacksonville, FL 32217.. 
John joined the 63rd at Van Dorn in °44, 
and was with the 255th until August '45, 
then was transferred to the 36th Inf. Div. 
Retired several years ago from the U.S. 
Army Corp. of Engr's., as a civil engineer. 
Enjoys retirement and does quite a bit of 
traveling with wife Mary Alice of 48 yrs. 
Keep making those traveling plans John for 
San Francisco in August. 

LEO B. SHOEMAKER..Co"D" 254th Inf..22015 
Melissa Ln., Harrah, OK 73045..Leo joined 
"D" at Van Dorn, and was with the unit un-
til it was disbanded. After returning home 
he wor;{ed as a machinist at Tinker Air ~3ase. 
Enjoying retirement with his wife Ruth. 
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MICHAEL GRECULA..Btry."A" 862nd F.A...237 
Summit Ave., Mingo Jct., OH 43938..Mike re-
cently retired after 40 yrs. with Conrail, 
and is married to a wonderful nurse, his 
wi f e Dorothy for over 31 years . Mike , _you 
said it all, many more happy ones to you 
both. 

FRED L. GREINER..Co"I" 255th Inf..837 Wal-
len Rd., Bow, WA 98232..Fred served with 
the 63rd from Sept. '43 until April '45, 
when he suffered a shrapne 1 wound to his 
lef t knee near Mockmuh 1, Germany. Retired 
2 yrs. ago as Safety Insurance Officer with 
the Lake Washington School District, Kirk-
land, ~rlA. Spends his time f fishing, amateur 
prospecting, and hiking. Fred, you and 
Margaret can hike down the trails to San 
Francisco, and have lots of good company 
to help you enjoy your R&R. 

TS~ILLIAM F. VTEAVER..Co"B" 254th Inf . .10821 
Ridgecrest, St. Ann, MO 63074..Bill joined 
the Army in 1940, spent 2 yrs. in the No. 
Pacific, before joing the 63rd. Was dis-
charged Oct. '45. Retired from the Postal 
Service, Sept. '84. Enjoys golf and shoot-
ing. How about throwing in a little trave l-
ing with Jane to San Francisco. 

KENNETH M. FORSHEE..A.T. 255th Inf..1150 
tî lest Middleton Rd. ,#24, Washington, UT84780 
After service Ken went to Brigham Young 
University. He then joined the Provo City 
Police Dept., went through the ranks, and 
at his retirement was Division Commander of 
Criminal Investigation. We know who the new 
Division Commander is, don't we Maxine!!!! 

130YD E. STANBRA..Co"D" 254th Inf..12132 
Hackamore Rd., Garden Grove, CA 92640.... 
Boyd is a retired Civil Engr. from Union 
Pacific Railroad . Enjoys playing lots ,of 
golf , f fishing, traveling, and his family. 
He will be attending his first reunion in 
S . F . , and meeting old buddies . 

EUGENE W. SOBECK..Hgs. Co. 2nd Bn. 254th 
Inf..397 Caledonia St., Louisville, C080027 
Eugene ended up as a POW in Germany. He is 
now retired and would like to contact some 
of his old buddies who were also POTS' S. 
Charles R. ~7hite, Leonard E. Tunnkkalo, 
both of "L" 255th, and Richard R. Hull, "M" 
255th. I have no listing of these former 
"hotshots", Gene. Take Marilyn to our re-
in .August, may find someone who can help. 

~-IA~7E YOU SII`~T IN YOUR ~'RE-REGISTRATION 

FORM? ... IF NOT DO SO NO~nT! TIN A ... . 

FREE ROOM 

WILLIAM G. BARKER..Btry '°B" 863rd F.A... 
16990 Beech-Daly Rd. , Reford Township, MI 
48240..Bill entered the service in Dec '43 
and was sent to Camp Roberts, CA for train-
ing. Joined the 63rd, June '44, was on #2~~ 
gun, Btry "B". After the war he was ship-
ped to the 100th Inf . Div. , and then to 
the 3rd Inf. Div. He was discharged in May 
' 46. tî life's name is Marion. 

JAMOS A. NESMITH.. Co"C" 255th Inf..Box 
3424 H/S Ruidoso, N. Mexico 88345..James 
went overseas with the 63rd, and was wound-
ed in Jan '45. Retired from the Army in 
'64. Jamos and Linda still have a 14 year 
old youngster at home. 

THEO MATHIS..Co"E" 255th Inf..6228 Moon Rd. 
Columbus, GA 31909..After the war Theo was 
assigned to a General Hospital in Paris 
where he served until his discharge in 
April ' 46. He is presently Clerk of Munic-
ipal Court in Columbus. Is Commander of 
the local Chapter of the Military Order of 
the Purple Heart, and a member of the 
American Legion. Theo, take some time out 
and take Janice to our reunion in August. 

WAYNE E. ARMSTRONG..Co"C" 255th Inf..5035 
Avalon Ave., Columbus, OH 43229..Wayne 
retired in '83 from Cols & Southern Ohio 
Electric Co. , after 36 yrs. of service. 
T~las a Real Estate Agent until ' 86, now he`~ 
i s f ally retired . He went back to the old 
battlefields in Germany in ' 85 with George 
T. Moulds who recently passed away. Wife 
Linda still works, so Wayne is Chief Cook. 

RICHARD A. FOSSUM..A.T. 254th Inf..1130 
Floweree, Helena, MT 59601..Dick claims he 
was a "kid" when he joined the 63rd at Van 

~°om ~:~e ' I~~visioDedcue "to aehearts c~ndi~ion 
and missed the troop train to Ft. Meade. 
Only recently has he become aware that 
there was an association, and the Blood & 
Fire. Forty years later, he's happy to 
catch up and join our assoc. Dick, as for 
never attending a reunion, boy have I got 
a deal for you. In the B&F there is a pre-
registration form, Note 1 reservation, and 
don't forget there is an application for 
the AD Book. Rosemary am relying on you 
to get them into the mails. Dick being a 
retired banker, should know all about 
filling out forms . 

BILLY J. MOSS.. Co"B" 254th Inf..Box 607 
Bentonville, AK 72712..Billy is retirinc 
on June 5th after serving 35 yrs. as a 
Pastor in the United Methodist Church. He 
developed trench feet at the Battle of 
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of Hi 11 216 , and was evacuated to Nice , 
France. Was later re-assigned to the Mil-
itary Police in Wichita Falls, TX, and 

~`'ischarged in Feb. '46. Billy and Jean 
,gill be joining us in August. 

ARCHIE W. BROWN..63rd Div. Arty. Hgs.Btry. 
238 Elm St., Walpole, MA 02081..Archie 
works part-time as an e lectronics engr. 
Moved to Mass. in ' 66 from L.I. , NY. 
Since his discharge in Dec. '45, he 
never met one "hotshot" until now. Hob-
bies are sailing , gardening , f fixing old 
clocks, etc., etc. I know where you and 

.Florence can meet LOADS OF HOTSHOTS, just 
fill out the pre-registration form. 

THAD JOHN PRYBOR..Co"B" 253rd Inf0.6251 
Hathaway Rd. , Garfield Hts. , OH 44125.. . 
John was with the 63rd from the very be-
ginning to the very end. He was trans-
ferred to the 36th Inf. Div. to be sent 
back to the states. Has been married to 
Helen for 45 yrs., and worked as a steel 
worker for 33 years. 

ROY E. FELTNER..2nd Bn. Med1CS 253rd Inf. 
Box 8391, Columbus, OH 43201..Roy is 
still working as a plant mgr. of a cor-
rugated box company. Claims he's a avid 

,grid expert (? ) golfer . I' m not touching 
.hat one ; I don' t play golf . Beverly i s 
he really that good?? Roy, read that in-
sert on Leo Grzych in this issue about 
golf . Anyone got a golf ball handy? 

JOE COVINO..Co"F" 254th Inf..250 W. 27th 
St., New York, NY 10001..Joe is retired, 
was the Director of a large Library and 
Youth Center. Joe and Annette will be 
attending our reunion in Augustin 

CHART~FS MOSKOWITZ .. Co"A" 253rd Inf .. ~ 5 
Dumarton Dr., Olivette, MO 63132o.Charles 
was in the service from Nove'42 - April 
'46. He was a rifleman replacement and 
fought in Central Europe ~ Germany. Due 
to all those by-gone years, he cannot re-
member - the names of° old comrades, as 
there was always new replacements. Is re-
tired from the Post Office. Charles take 
Norma~ to San Francisco, I'm sure you will 
find many old buddies . 

Rq'wy.w.oeow...s.aa

p~VIN~ 71NE ! 
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JOHN G. FRIBRAM..Medics 254th Inf..5397 E. 
26th St., Tulsa, OK 74114..John was wounded 
in '45. He studied at Harvard, and later 
went bac)~ to Germany, working on the Moral 
&. Spiritual Reconstruction of Post War 
Europe. He then participated with the "Up 
People Program", teaching social studies in 
their traveling High School. He and Agnete 
have been doing a lot of traveling for the 
last 18 yrs. How about keeping your bags 
packed and continue on to San Francisco. 

LLOYD E. BUNKER..Hgs. 254th Inf..6018 Maur-
itania Ave., Oakland, CA 94605..Lloyd found 
out all about the assn. through the V.F.W. 
magazine. He joined the Div. at Van Dorn, 
and was assigned to the I & R squad. Lloyd 
will be joining us in August. 

ROBERT K. DOBSON..Hgs. Btry. 718 F.A..4625 
Jacques St., Torrance, CA 90503..Bob joined 
the 718th as a replacement Field Wireman, 
on Easter Sunday 1945. His battalion moved 
rapidly S/E passing "Dachau", and ended up 
in Munich. He contracted "yellow jaundice" 
the first week in. May and evacuated on May 
8th. Spent 6 weeks in the hospital in Paris, 
before returning to the U.S.... Was later 
transferred to "B" Btry 718th FA, who were 
training for the South Pacific duty, when 
the war ended. Received several promotions 
and returned to the states as a S/Sgt. At 
the time of his separation, Bob joined the 
Army Reserves, and remained active in the 
Reserve unti 1 ° 78 . He worked for a local 
Areospace firm, from which he is now re-
tired. Bob ended his service as a Sgt.Major. 
He will b2 joining us in August. His son is 
a Major in the Marine Corps. 

"~ELCONiE HOME HOTSHOTS " 

Pre s : Sohn Santange to , Exec . ~T. P . Loawrence 
Pedone , Sec . fTreas . Andrew DiT~~rr~aso ® Col . 
Chief of Staff-Alert T. Finnerty o ~3etty 
Santangelo, Anna Pedone, Tina DiTo~aso 
A.nnette Finnerty... 



MAIL BAG CONTINUED 

JACK MATHEWS..Co"M" 254 Inf..50 Onteara 
Blvd., Asheville, NC 28803..Jack has been 
very ill, had two strokes, also fell and 
broke 3 ribs. Is now home from the hospital 
and always thinks about his old buddies. 
Wife Geneva, is his own private nurse, and 
taking good care of him. How about you men 
from Co"M", getting those pens & pads out 
am sure Jack would be g lad to hear from 
his "old buddies" 

ANTHONY DeSANTIS..Co"H" 254th Inf..1443 
Gables Ave., Spring Hill, FL 34608..Anthony 
has been unable to attend the 4 previous 
reunions, due to his wife's health. He re-
tired in '88, build a home in Florida, en-
joys retirement. Sends his best to the 
Philly Chapter and Iry Sch locker. 

HENRY H. LAUCHT~F,Y, Jr .. Hqs . Btry. 718th FA 
5915 Be lrose, Houston, TX 77035..Henry 
corresponds with Lloyd Short, Herb Hinke 1, 
Joe Bavasso, Elmer Hall, Frank Imperl and 
(Schonberger) Kemeny. Is retired and in-
volved in the Lions Club . Henry and Car lee , 
send their best to San Francisco, as they 
doubt i f they wi 11 be able to attend . 

ROY W. PETERSON..Hgs. Co. I&R Plat. 254th 
Inf..3258 N. 100 East, No. Ogden, UT 84414 
Roy and Nler lene , had a surprise vi s i t last 
year f rom Hear 1 & George Hager f rom Ohio , 
who were on their way home from an Alaskan 
vacation in their motorhome. They hadn't 
seen each other in 43 yrs., and re-fought 
the war again. Roy, Hearl is not a member 
of our assoc. How about signing him up, 
and letting him know about our reunion. 

ROBERT S. GOODT~LAN..861st F.A..5818 N.W. 
Lincoln Ave., Vancouver, WA 98663..Bob has 
been retired for six years, and has been 
enjoying it, to the fullest. He and Evang-
eline do a lot of traveling, flying, f fish-
ing , and r fide motorcycles . Mount up folks 
and cycle down to our reunion in August. 

MAURICE L. LIBERATORE..Co"E" 253rd Inf... 
8 Rushmore Dr., Brick, NJ 08724..Maurice & 
Camille enjoyed our St. Louis Reunion, they 
won't be able to make this years reunion, 
as they expect another grand-child this 
summer. Maurice, you have to tell your 

children to plan ahead, can't be inter-
ferring with your reunion schedule. Only 
kidding , you probably can get yourself in 
trouble without my help. Maurice sent a 
little extra, as he enjoys reading the B&F. 
Thank you ! All of us f rom Co"C" , wish you 
all, "loads of good health and happiness. 

WARREN W. GREER..Co"A" 253rd Inf..33454 
Chestnut Ridge, N. Ridgeville, 0H 44039.. 
Warren is retired and a avid golfer. Also 
enjoys boating, and fishing. He and Beat-
rice, will be married 44 yrs. this August.., 
No better way than to celebrate that happy 
occasion, then among friends in San Fran-
cisco among friends, folks. Warren is ac-
tive in the V.F.W., Masons & Shriners. 
Plenty of "Camels Milk" , at the reunion . 

ROGER MOODY..Co"C" 363rd Medics..310 S. 
Cherry Ln., Granbury, TX 76048..Roger keeps 
in touch with 12 men from his company, and 
would like to hear from others who were 
part of the unit. If anyone needs any in-
formation on Chaplain Robert Wallet (now 
deceased), to get in touch with him. If 
anyone can furnish Roger with the full name 
and address of Eddie, the Chaplain's jeep 
driver & assistant he would appreciate it. 

LOUIS E. FANGMAN..Co"I" 255th Inf..Rt.2,Box 
261, Sequin, TX 78155..Louis writes that he 
is still alive and kicking, but hasn't seen 
or remember anyone that he served with 
when he was transferred from the 79th Div. 
to the 63rd , back in ' 45 . He lef t the lines 
on March 8,'45, at Neinkirchen, Saar.... 
Louis, you and Delores can kick up your 
heels in August, and have a ball. 

HAROLD W. KRULL..Co"M" 254th Inf..7245 
Nash Rd., No. Tonawanda, NY 14120..Harold 
is semi-retired, and drives a school bus 
part time. They won't be able to join us 
this year, but plan to make our Florida 
Reunion. 

IRY J. LAPEYROUSE..Co"C" 255th Inf..Rte 1 
Box 383, Chauvin. LA 70344. Iry joined the 
63rd Jarl. '45, in Southern France, and 
stayed with the Div., including the Colmar 
Pocket, Siegfried Line, and up to April 30, 
'45, when it reached Landsberg, and later 
disbanded. He was then transferred to the 
36th Inf. Div. 

RALPH M. MORAT,FS.. Co"A" 254th Inf..P.0.Box 
8483, Chula Vista, CA 92012..Ralph has been 
trying to locate Bennis Marshak 255th. If 
any of you hotshots, have any information, 
please send it to Ralph. Bennis is not oTz 
our mailing roster. Ralph, San Francisco is 
right next door, from where you live, make 
your reservations now for August, Frances 
will assist you, and you make come across 
someone who can give you information on 
Bennis, and have a good time as we 11. 

HAVE YOU NOTIFIED OUR SECRETARY OF 
YOUR NEST ADDRESS .... . 

continued on next page.... 



MARY A. SU'1'r'IND..j~TAC Det. Van Dorn..9701 
Dee Road #4J, Des Plaines, IL 60016..Mary 
served in the WAC Detachment in '44-45, and 
'^`rued at the Station Hospital. She had been 

Social Worker at a civilian hospital, and 
did much of the same work in the Army. As 
the outfits were pulling out, she was sent 
to a General Hospital at Camp Butner, NC. 
Mary always wondered, whatever happened to 
the 63rd. We are still here Mary, and still 
going strong. She joined our assoc. as an 
"Hor~oray Member" , and sent a little extra 
with her dues. Thank you! Her husband Tom 
trained at Camp McCaine, MS. and was sent 
to No. Africa and France. 

RICHARD D. KOGT1FR.. Co"M" 254th Inf ..1555 
Castlebury Dr., Baton Rouge, LA 70815..Dick 
retired as V.P, of Engineering and Con-
struction for Borden Chemical, a Div. of 
Borden Inc. Remember Elsie the Cow? He now 
spends his time making furniture-his hobby, 
and traveling. Dick & Alice will see you 
all in August. 

NEIL TALCOTT..Co"F" 254th Inf ..3778 Little 
River Rd., Glide, OR 97443..Neil has a cat-
tle/sheep/logging timber ranch, also that 
the coyotes are back in the sheep again, 
but no cougars this year. Neil, get those 

~~ep back into the fold, we sure don't 
want to loose any. Three "tiny" grandsons 
help Grandpa, and Grandma Jane puts togeth-
er a terrific chow. Messkits everyone! 

ROBERT E. RALLISON..A.T. 254th Inf..Rt 3 
~3ox 1105, Kemmer Rd., Beavorton, OR 970007 
Robert & Loraine, hope to make our San Fran-
cisco Reunion, and enjoy the Blood & Fire. 

J. KENNETH LARSON..Div. Hqs. Co..168 L St., 
Salt Lake City, UT 84103..An old friend 
Marion Huntington died in '84., and he would 
like to know what happened to another buddy 
Henry A. Gardner. Ken, Henry is not listed 
on our mailing roster. If anyone can assist 
Ken, please do so, thank you. 

JOHN R. -LEWIS.."C" 263rd Engrs. H~S..450 
Kent Rd., Riverside, IL 60546..John is now 
fully recovered from a hip replacement op-
eration, and is making up for lost time. He 
and Lorraine toured Amsterdam, Vienna, Sa ls-
burg in March. They will be going t~ St. 
Paul, MN in June for the Mid-West Chapter 
mini, and then on to San Francisco Reunion. 

WE W. MAx:WELL..Combat M.P. Plt..1211 Huf f -
_n Ave., Dayton, OH 45403. About every two 

years, Rowe goes by Camp Van Dorn, and 
states, "Mother nature has done a good job 
of reclaiming the 1_and, but can't erase the 

friends we made there". (Touche Rowe!) 
Claims he is tired, and re-tired, hopes to 
get out more. Sera start filling out those 
forms in the B&F, and you know where you 
would life to take you in August . 

JAMES F. CLARK..Co"A"-Hq~Hgs Co. 255th Inf. 
6023 Burger-Dearborn Heights, MI 48127... 
James retired from the Evening News Asso-
ciation, parent company of the Detroit 
News. Stayed active in the Michigan Army 
National Guard, and retired as a LTC. He 
joined the 255th at Camp B landing, FL, 
accompanied Regiment in motor move to 
Camp Van Dorn. Was with unit in move to 
France & Germany. Remained with the 255th 
until after VE Day, joined HQs. 7th Army, 
and was Director of Seventh Army Radio 
Center near Heidelburg, Germany. James, I 
know where you can take Marcia in August. 

REV. J_AMES.A.M. HANNA..Co"I" 254th Inf... 
The Manse, Box 277, Oak Hill, OH 45656... 
Have begun my 39th year of Ministry here! 
That does not seem possible! Rev. Hanna 
will be attending Co"I's" reunion in May 
1990, at Capt. Clement Coss's residence 
in Franklin, NC. Rev. Hanna continues, 
this will be a"home coming" for many of us 
as we still consider Capt, Coss to be one 
of the 63rd finest. It's been a long time 
since Camp Van Dorn, France & Germany. Yet 
the spirit of comrade-ship is still bright. 
God Bless the Lads! 
Editor's comment..Have to conur with Rev. 
Hanna's comments regarding Capt. Coss. I 
have corresponded and spoken to Clement a 
number of times on the phone. He is a fine 
gentlemen, and even though he is up in 
years, early 80's, that spirit of comrade-
ship is kept alive these many years by his 
leadership. They always have a huge turn-
out at their mini's, and this is only a 
"I" company reunion. 

CALVIN F. FISHER..Hq.Co.3rd Bn. 253rd Inf. 
73 Blue Ridge Rd. , Penfield, NY -14526... . 
Calvin his happy to report the health of 
h i s f ami ly and himself i s good , "Our cup 
runneth over". He ordered a tape from 
Shorty Meyers, and hopes to see some ac-
tion shots of the 253rd, especially his 
unit. Calvin was original cadre, trans-
ferred from the 389th Inf. 98th Div., Camp 
Breckenridge, K`~'. Wife Betty is the other 
half of the other couple . 

GEORGE GARNDER..Co"K" 253rd Inf.lS Lothrup 
Ave., W. Warwick, MA 02671..Due to Georges 
wife Elsie being ill with cancer, he will 
not be able to attend our reunion. Will 

continue on next page... 



miss seeing Murray Moore, and other Co"K" 
men. George, our 'Prayers are with you both" 

MARVIN W. FERGUSON..Btry "C" 863rd FA.... 
13318 Dixie Hwy. Lot #l, Holly, MI 48442.. 
Marvin retired 8 yrs. ago as a R.R. Engr. 
with Canadian Natl. R.R. He had a heart 
attack 1% yrs. ago, and is doing pretty 
good. Wife Myrtle published a "Family Cook 
Book", and has become known in the area 
for her "Strawberry Pop Pie". Marvin still 
has many memories of Van Dorn. He and 
Myrtle see Ralph & Sally Early quite often. 
Due to his health, he can't do much travel-
ing this year. Hopefully next year Marvin. 

WILLIAM R. CREAMER..Hq&Hqs. Co.255th Inf.. 
326 Cedar St., Mooresville, NC 28115..Bill 
retired 4 yrs. ago, after 45 yrs. with Duke 
Power Co., was in management. Enjoys good 
health, golf, gardening & church-community 
service. Bill & Joan also enjoy traveling. 
Besides his own dues, Bill sent in dues 
for one of his old buddies who served with 
him in Hqs. Co. Thank you! 

STANT ~FY A . UNGHAJ ER .. Co'° B" 2 5 3rd Inf . e P m 0 0 
Box 847-430 Hoff St®, Carnegie, PA 15106.. 
Stan joined the 63rd as a replacement in 
Feb. '45. Is retired from Norfolk & South-
ern Railroad , after 37 years of service . 
Has been a Volunteer Fireman for 30 yrs. 
and is still an active member° Stan & Eve-
lyn enjoyed the Sto Louis Reunion, and are 
planning to join us in August. 

ToC.TRAPP,Jr~o.Co"G" 254th Inf..Box 20,RR 2 
Beverly, KS 67423..T.C. joined the 63rd at 
Van Dorn, a month before being shipped 
overseas° He was with the company until it 
was d i sbanded , and f eels fortunate that he 
was never sick or wounded. 

FRED NELSON..Co"A" 255th Inf..1020 Muscogee 
Rd©, Cantonment, FL 32533e.Fred won't be 
able to attend our reunion, as he had lung 
surgery in March for cancer. He was in the 
1st Pltn., 3rd squad as a B.A.R.man. Fred 
would like to hear froze some of his old 
buddies. Come on guys, start writing. 

JOHN T. STRZET~FCKI..Co"I" 254th also 763rd 
Ord..4014 Ash Hollow Dr., Houston, TX 77082 
John retired from the Ford Co. in '83. He 
is very active in Co."I'° reunions, (Capt. 
Coss) . He sent me the names of buddies 
from his cor~~pany that recently passed away. 
(Taps column)0 John & Julie will be at-
tending our reunion in August, and is try-
to get a good company turnout. 

DUES ARE DO...HA~TE YOU PAID YOURS? 

MARK B. NOWAKOUSKI..Co"G" 255th Inf. 
201 Freeport Rd., Butler, PA 16001. 
Mark is retired from Armco Steel, 
after 35 yrs. in the carpenter shor 
Is enjoying good health and retire 
meet. After Division disbanded,Mark 
went to the 29th Regt.at Frankfort. 
He sent our secretary some photos, 
as usual, Tom take out the loot, & 
send the re s t to ( ye editor) One 
photo is in this issue. Thanks for 
those kind words regarding the B&F, 
but you didn't mention if you and 
Irene will be joing us is in August. 

~. .,:_~. 

L-R: C. Adkins, H.livens? s Litt ® i~. ~Tentc 
Talker, S~coggins, ?^dark 

-~ _: 

E~~SHEI~'~i.... Jahn ~ac'kson ~3~. CO. 254th 

verb Sink..Sitting, Bi11 C®ldschmidt-Barber 
Herb paid 50~ for the clipping. 
there's the bowl Bi11? 



A SALUTE ! 

This story can never fully explain or convey the horrible feelings and 
'"`experiences, a front line Infantry Soldier goes through in Combat, day 

.fter day. 

Hundreds of split second decisions can end your life or those around 
you. Seeing men of your Company wounded, killed or go crazy,(Battle 
Rattle), grates on a person and leaves an indelible place in your memory. 

The first time you look at another Human being through the sights of a 
weapon, squeeze the trigger and realize, you are sending another Soul 
into Eternity, stays with you the rest of your life. 

Ditches, Slit Trenches, Foxholes, K-rations and D-bars are not a very 
good way to exist. As you live, eat and sleep out in the Elements, 
whether it is freezing, snowing or raining, the War must go on! 

The continual Guard Duty goes on day and night, whether you sleep or 
not, until in the darkness, you imagine things that may or may not be 
out there and hope they are not -- but sometimes you are wrongs 

In the attack, you may throw away a Blanket or Raincoat, you wish you 
had that night, when your teeth start chattering uncontrolled, with 
the c old and rain or both. 

Your Clothes get so slick from the dirt, they can't hold anymore! 

Can you imagine taking only three Baths in a five month period? One 
time, ~we stripped down naked and waited our turn in about six inches 
of Snow, to take a three minute Shower. One of those goes a long way! 

In short -- a person can never really convey what the Infantryman 
goes through in Combat, unless you experience it all -- and once you 
go through it -- you will never be the same person again. 

So -- here is a Salute -- to the men who gave their lives; (34 men 
from our Company) and others who gave their Blood. 

Today -- some of us still endure the pain and carry the physical scars 
of Battle, and all of us still carry the mental agony, 

A SAI,UT E -- TO THE BRAVE, NOT SO BRAVE AND EVEN THE COWARDS, BECAUSE 
~~;VERY MAN SAS HIS OWN BREAKING POINT, BEYOND WHICH, THE HUMAN MIND 

EFUSES TO GO! 

MacArthur quoted an old Military Ballad that says, "Old Soldiers never 
die, they just fade away," So before we fade away .................... 

A SAI,UT E ! 

From: Company A, 253rd. Regiment 
63rd. Division - Infantry 

Paul Vermillion 

63rd Infantry Division 
Association 

41st Amival Reunion 
August 23-27,1989 
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Shorty ~e~ers—Incognito 

—~o~ f+ eeler, Sink, Hergesf3ei~er 
~ ~alpopa 

T'O: T061ri LISZKA 
19 !~!!. 565 Deerpath Ln. 
Lern®nt, IL 60439 

Name 

Address 

ell/fife's Name Annual Dues $5.00 Life P111embership $40.00 

Tell us about yourself!  

63rd DIVISION ASSOCIATION DUES ~OR~i! ! ! 

63rd Unit 

Zip Code  



Mail Reservation Form To: SAN FRANCISCO 1800 O I d Bays h o re Highway, 
ATTN: ROOM RESERVATIONS AIRPORT arr~o ' • Burlingame, CA 94010 

❑ SINGLE 
❑ DOUBLE 
❑ TWIN . . 
❑ TRIPLE . 
❑ QUAD . . 

(1 person, 1 bed) . . . 

(2 people, 1 bed) . . . 

(2 people, 2 dbl. beds) . 

(3 people, 2 beds) . . . 

(4 people, 2 beds) . . . 

63rd INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION 
REUNION DATES: Wednesday, August 23, Sunday, August 27, 1989 

DEADLINE FOR GUARANTEED ROOMS JULY 31, 1989 
RESERVATIONS RECEIVED AFTER 7/31 /89 are accepted on a space available basis only! 

•••••••••••••••••••os•••eo•••o•o•••••e••••o••••e••e•s••ee•s••••o•o•ee••e•••se•os 

CHECK (✓) ROOM ACCOMMODATIONS PREFERRED: 

❑ Handicap Access Room Requested 
❑ Non-Smoking Room Requested 

$55.00 
$55.00 
$55.00 
$55.00 
$55.00 

per night 
per night 
per night 
per night 
per night 

❑ PARLOR ❑SUITE Rates available upon request. 

❑ V~/ritten confirmation requested 

$ Deposit enclosed 
Make check or money order payable to: 
SAN FRANCISCO AIRPORT MARRIOTT 
PLEASE DO NOT SEND CURRENCY 

•••••o••oo•os•••o•••e•••••oe••••••so•o••o•000e•so•••••••••••••••••o•••s•o•o•oo•••so•e•s••••eos••eoo•ee,

Please reserve accommodations for: (PRINT OR TYPE) •One night deposit is required to guarantee your room reservation. 

NAME   DATE 
LAST 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

SHARING ROOM WITH  NO.OF PERSONS 

SIGNATURE 

FIRST 

Month Day 

Arrival Date 

Year 

Arrival Time 

PHON E NO. 

Check In Time 4:00 p.m. 

Check Out Time 12:00 p.m. Month. Day 

Departure Date 

Year 

IMPORTANT DEPOSIT INFORMATION 
The San Francisco Airport Marriott can only confirm and guarantee your 
reservation request when accompanied by one night's $59.40 deposit (room 
rate plus 8% tax). This deposit may be made by check, money order, or 
by using any of the following credit cards: 
• ROOM TAX SUBJECT TO INCREASE 

American Express, Diners Club, VISA, or Mastercard. If paying by 
check or money order, please include the arrival date on the face of the 
check. If you do not honor your reservation on the day of arrival or the 
reservation is not cancelled before 4:00 p.m. on that day, the room wi l l 
be bil led for one night and reservation will be cancelled. 

CREDIT CARD # EXPIRATION DATE 

NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CARD:  

❑ AMX ❑CARTE BLANCHE ❑DINERS CLUB ❑VISA ❑ MASTERCARD 

~1DD~1 Fllt~l ~trF 
63rd Division Association 
NATE SPIEGEL, Editor 
3715 Lokai Place, Sarasota, FL 34232 

Forwarding and 
Address Correction Requested 
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