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Where the Mighty 63rd meets 
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Plant to join us for our gala 
40th Anniversary 1~eunaon. 
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Before Dinah Shore said goodbye to the boys of the Division she was 
given the flaming badge of the outfit when Pvt. Leland Burt of the Ser-
vice Company, 253d Infantry made it official by sewing the emblem to 
her sleeve. Pvt. Burt hails from Billings, Mont., and Hollywood, Cal. 

Secretary-Treasurer: 
TOM LIS~KA (Btry. "C" 863 F.A.Bn.) 

LfT~S MAKE TlIHT RfSfRVAr!On now 



PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

My Fellow °1Ho t Shots , '° ° 'D 90 Day i s rapidly approaching . Our Committee 
is in over-drive and <~nxiously awaiting your arrival. We do, however, 
need your registratio~~ forms and advance monies so that the tickets to 
the various events ca~~ be purchased. Advanced sales to the Cardinals' 
Baseball Games have already reached 22 million tickets. So you can see 
how important it is t~~ let us know your choices. (If you check-in 
Wednesday, August 3, ~3o so by 5°00 - If Thursday, August 4, do so after 
4 e 00 - due to excess ~3owntown ballgame traffic . ) 

Our Cook-out on the riverfront following the memorial service will 
feature a choice of meats . BBQ Pork S teaks or BBQ Beef , so if you will 
indicate on your registration form your choice, it will certainly help 
us a great deal. The complete menus will be printed in our program book. 

The Muny Theater will present ' ° Man of La Mancha °' starring Hal Linden of 
TV's Barney Miller fame. That is a wonderful show and our outdoor Muny 
is an excellent theater. 

The buses are all lined up for Grant's Farm, or the Botanical Gardens. 
(Eac'n trip is about 15 or 20 minutes f tom the hotel . ) The Moonlight 
Excursion on the SS President is all booked. So all we need is you. 

Don't forget our 40's Revisited on Wednesday night, and admission is 
free. Bring along a 40's costume and let's have a barrel of fun. (Can 
some of you guys still get into your uniforms???) We ° 11 have dancing, 
beer, snacks, cheese and fruit trays plus prizes and entertainment. 

I've covered everything pretty much in detail in the February issue of 
the Blood and Fire on the first two pages. All our events are listed on 
the registration form. Our Ladies are planning an old-time Koffee 

--~ Klauch and sing-along with attendance prizes. Coffee and struedel will 
be served. We will also have an extra sheet of events to see and do 
included in your registration envelope, such as Shuttle Bus trips to 
Anheuser-Busch Brewery, Top of the Arch, and Shopping Malls. Check your 
airlines - they all come in to St. Louis with Midweek specials. Amtrack 
is only 5 blocks from. the hotel, and then Greyhound Bus Depot is about 
3 blocks. If you come by car, unload on the Broadway Street entrance 
of the -_ hotel and the. attendant will direct you to the parking garage, 
and you will receive a parking pass. This fee will be added to your 
hotel bill° If you come by R.V,, please send me a note and I'll mail 
you all the information on R.V. parking in the Downtown area. 

A professional photographer will follow us on all our events and will 
put together a slide show tcs be shown at the Blood and Fire Banquet. 
It in turn will be m~~de into a video tape that you will be able to 
purchase as a permanent remembrance of your Sto Louis visit. We promise 
to keep the cost way down. 

So as you can see, a~_1 we need now is you o . o so please get your 
registration in soon (also your ad for our program book)° I ° m looking 
forward to meeting you all in St. Louis! 

Gene Rombach 
President 
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NEW MEMBERS 

MORRIS KANTOR Co."A' ' 253rd Inf. 
4006 Starbrook Rd. . .Randalls Town, MD 21133 

HAROLD L. L EW I S Co . "L" 2 5 5th ! n f. 
1135 Viking Dr. Est.#61 ,Val ley City,ND58072 

ROBERT C. PITCHER Co."L" 254th inf. 
10652 Maple St Hayden Lake, ID 83835 

ROBERT W. SELTON Co."D" 253rd Inf. 
15 Wagon Rd Hilton Head, SC 29928 

JAMES J . BECK  718th Svc. Bt ry . 
2240 W. Bourbonnais St . , .Kankakee, I L 60901 

RALPH W. DEUEREAUS Co."B" 254th Inf. 
17504 Brennan Rd Oakley, M I 48649 

ALPHONSE DiBENEDETTO, Esq.Co."G" 253rd Inf. 
391 Edgewood Ave New Haven, CT 06511 

JOHN 
136 

R. HANCOCK...........Co."A" 254th Inf. 
Ha rm~on Rd , La kev i ewAc resPlaban k , TX 7514 7 

ATHUR W. HARCKHAM Hqs. Co. 253rd Inf. 
32 01 d Lake Rd Congers , NY 10920 

HARRY J. SMETANA Co."A" 253rd Inf. 
RR 3 Box 148 Medford , O K 73759 
LEONARD J. DIGATI  UnitN/A 
24 Cottage St .............Bristol, RI 02809 

GARNiER GRANDIDIER Co."H" 253rd Inf. 
211 N. Cherry St.,  Mt. Ol ive, IL 62069 

U 1 NCENT C . I MMEL 863rd FA Bt ry' 'A" 
4475 West Pine B1 vd  St. Louis, MO 63108 

FRANCIS X. KI LDUFF, J r  o . .863rd FA Bt ry"C" 
3715 Elkanah P1.....oRandal lstown, MD 21133 

MYRO N E . MOST I  Co . "H' ' 253rd Inf . 
321 S . .4th St Steubenv i 1 1 e, OH 43952 

DANIEL A.. M I LLER. . 0  862nd F/~ 
735 Lorentz E 1 mon t, NY 1 100 3 

SALUATOP,E SORRIENTO 363rd Medic 
248 S . F~ i dd1 etown Rd. . Pea rl River, NY 10965 

M. GOLD Co."A" 253rd Inf. 
625 E. 14th St New York, NY 10009 

C.E. ANDERSON Unit N/A 
766 E. 400 Noth Orem, UT 84057 
HAVE' YOU, SENT IN YOUR REUNION RESERVATIONS` 

]ROBERT H. FITTS,  863rd Btry "C" 
706 E. 9th St. ,  Merri 1 1~, WI 54452 

HUGO BOETTCHER Co."D" 254th Inf. 
Box 81 F rohna , MO 63748 

GEORGE S. BUSHNELL Co."K" 255th Inf. 
Sa 1 i sb u ry , CT 06068 

JAMES B. KEENEY Co."B" 255th Inf. 
Keeney Lake Box 338 Desoto, KS 66018 

MEL R. ECKERT Lo."A" 253rd Inf. 
328 Sa 1 em St Safety Harbor, FL 34695 

THOMAS H . MARTIN Co . "L" 2 5 3rd l n f . 
2016 S. Avenida URSA Tucson, AZ 85710 

THOMAS H. GAZELEY 563rd Sig. 
37426 Gore D r Lebanon , OR 97355 

MILBURN J. ARTH.. 
RR 3 Box 72. . . . . 

. e . o . 0 0 .Co."B1 ° 253rd Inf. 
a ~ o .Edwardsvi l le, I L 62025 

KELLY B. BYRAM....a o.....Co."A" 253rd Inf. 
35540 Richard Wayne, M I 48184 

LEONARD A. HUDSON Co. ' °K" 254th Inf o 
340 W. Prairie U i cksburg, M I 49097 

JERRY A. KNEISL... .......CN Co. 253rd Inf. 
265 Runnymede D r C revs Coeur, MO 631 ~ 1 

LOUIS WARMOTH Co."C" 253rd Inf. 
406 N. Magnol ia St........Sumter 9 SC 29150 

RALPH F . ALTMAN Co. "K" 255th Inf . '~ 
555Demmi er Dr  Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

JAMES P. CALLOZZO........Co."F" 253rd Inf. 
32 Douglas Ct Pearl River, NY 10965 

SAMUEL E. DeHAUEN Co."A" 253rd Inf. 
RR No. l P.O. Box 317 Eaton, IN 47338 

DAVID S. HARRISON........Co.11F" 255th Inf. 
34 S.W. 17th Terr Homestead, FL 33030 

GEORGE C. 5CHMITTo.. °° °......862nd Sv Btry 
88-26 242nd St . . . . . . . . . .Jamaica-, NY 1 1426 

SLAG ~Ay.,.JUN~ 14 12 

The ~2ag ~~y aun cauwt~cy y~nav~.de~ ov~e any 
the mo~~ dn.ama~,~.c chap~ens ~.v~ Uvu~ed S~a-
~e~ Gu~s~atc.y. The S~cur~s ~ S~,i.~e~s em6~'em 
hay ALGIAyS beev~ cc ca.2an~u,e ne~2ec~,i.vn a~ 
Ame~c,Lcan ~nagne~s~s . e y~ST~R~Ay, TODAY ANA 
TOMURROGI. 

I ~~edg e u..~eg-~av~ce ~a the ~~ag c~ ~ the 
Uw~ed S~a~e~ U ~ ~me~u.ca a~.d ~~ the Re-
~uh~c fan u~Gu ch ~ ~~av~d~s , v►~e Na~~ ~. 
UNDER Gv(~, ~iv~dt.v,~,~h~e, w,t,~h (.,t beery avid 
Jugs ~.c e ~ a~i a,u . 

P~TRIvTISIN~ IS CVNT~GIvUS ~: 
SPR~~D IT ~RvUND 



t i 1`i"r,t~IZiC I`~OT~,~ 
by Mike Baynx~r. . . 

Questions &Answers - & Items of Interest: 

Q• Was the 63rd Infantry Division int the 
Ardennes ? 

A. No. Task Force Harris, or any numbered 
units of the 63rd I of . Div. were i n the 
Ardennes (Battle of the Bulge) fought 

i n Luxemburg ~ Be l g u i m. Some individuals , 
200 per regiment, were sent as repl ace-
men t s from Task Force Harris i n Dec . 1 ~~~ 
to units fighting in the Bulge. They fou-
ght with units other than the 63rd I D. 
Task Force Harris units fought i n Ai sace. 
A campaign credit Ardennes_Alsace, was 
given for the period 1$ Dec . ' ~4 to 2 5 
January '~+5, to units participating in the 
campaign . That i s why Task Force Harris ~ 
the three Infantry Regiments have three 
campaign stars , i n their ETO Ribbon . Othe r 
units of the 63rd ID have two. 

Q. When was the 6rd ID, activated? 
A. The 63rd ID, was official ly activated 
on 15 June 193 at Camp B1 and i ng, FL. The 
bulk of the cadre came from the 78th I D at 
Camp Breckenridge , KY . Some orders read 
assigned to the 63rd I D, prior to 15 June 
'~3. The activation date is the official 
beginning date of the 63rd Inf . Div. 

Q. Was the 63rd I D i n the H ue rtgen Fo res t 
A. No. The bait 1 e of the Huertgen Forest , 
took p 1 ace 13 Sept 41-~ , to 15 Dec. ~4 . ! t 
ended when the Batt 1 e of the Bulge started 
Lt . Paul Boesch , former 1 y with the 63rd 
at Camp Van Dorn, was sent out as a re® 
placement. He fought there with another 
Division. For more detai ls on this bloody 
bait 1 e, read "The Battle of Huertgen For-
es t" by Char 1 es B . MacDona 1 d . The a utho r 
was also a member of the 63rd, who was 
sent from Van Dorn as an overseas re-
el acement. 

Several members wrote and asked, why some-
one doesn't write a history of the 63rd I D 
One started, we are al 1 getting older and 
before long, it wi l l be too late. GOOD 

NEWS. Wi l l iam Scott, E-25~, a recently 

retired mechan i ca 1 engineer, said he woul d 
try. B i 1 1 Scott has some writing exper-
ience. I wi l l assist him where possible, 

but we need YOUR HELP. Copies of documents 

that former company c1 erks, 1st Sgts. , 
officers and others who kept, or came into 
their possession . Also needed are rosters , 
Beta i ] ed maps , operating orders , overlays , 

journals, stories of incidents, pictures 
with as much identification as possible, 
human interest stories , un us ua 1 experiences 
and etc., etc. 

Checking the Archives in Washington, D.C. 
We find some documents are missing. I f you 
came into possession of the documents or 
copies, please send them and any other 
material to Wi 1 1 iam J. Scott, 407 South 
Walnut ST. , Sycamore, I L 60178-223+, or to 
me. I f you want your material returned, 
please indicate on the document. This is 
not an overnight project . i3 i l l i s a 1 so 
cons "r der i ng writing a history of the 254th . 

A very interesting book written by a former 
member of the 63rd i D, "The Harrowing of 
Hel l Dachau" by Marcus J. Smith. Capt.Smith 
was a Medical Officer, who was detai led to 
a DP Team, when the 63rd CP was in Sargne-
mi nes, France. He entered DACHAU on the day 
fol lowing 1 i berat i on of the camps by the 
42nd & +5th Inf . D i v' s . He writes of h i s 
observations and experiences from the time 
he entered to the closing of the camp, and 
his return to the 63rd ID, after the hos-
ti l ities were over. Very, very interesting. 
Other books of i nterest. . Un i is we fought 
with.. "impact" The Battle Story of the 
10th Armored Div. , by Lester M. Nichols. 
We fought with them from the Neckar to the 
Danube. "The Story of the Century", the 
story of the 100th Inf. Div. Some of our 
units , fought with them near B i tche, France 
and He i 1 b ronn , Germany . "History of the 
30th Infantry Regiment", by Rupert P rohme. 
The 254th is mentioned, during the Colmar 
Pocket operation . 

From Fed u l a to Be rch t es ga rden',' History o f 
the 7th Inf. Regiment in WW11, by Nathan 
Wi l l iam White. The 25~+th is mentioned dur-
i ng attachment i n the Col mar Pocket oper-
ation. 

Mr. M.S. Koziol a German newspaperman, who 
wrote several books . His i atest book i s 
"Fl i egerhors t Home Base", a b i -1 i ngua 1 
pictorial history of Schwabisch Hal l Army 
Airfield, from 193 to 1987. He is current-
ly researching the fight for Waldenburg 
Castle, and it's occupation. The Mayor of 
Swab i sh Ha 1 1 wants to thank the man from a 
convoy parked near the church , who provided 
a guard so the Mayor could drum up the fire 
guard, to save the 800 year od St . Michael s 
Church, because the bui lding next to it was 
on fire, during the night of 19-20 Apri l. 

continued on next page.. 



Historic continued 

Elements of the 255th, CCB 10th AD, with 
2nd Bn. 254th attached, were some of the 
units in the town about the time of the 
fire. I f you have any informat ion on the 
above two items , please send them to me. I 
wi 1 1 forward them to Mr. Koziol . 

f you are i nterested i n Col . Hatchet's, 
"With the 63rd ID in WW11". please let the 
Assoc i at i one secreta ry know. We need 200 
names to make a reprint feas i b 1 e. 

See Y' ~~ 1 1 i n St . Lou i s 
Mike 

Editor's Commen t 

After 40 years , accuracy sometimes gets 
lost in the shuffle in some of the articles 
sent i n by "hotshots° ' . I f there i s an error 
in one of the write-ups that is sent to me, 
our capable historian Mike Baymo r, w i l l 
rectify it in the fol lowing issue. 
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We have many "hotshots" who trained with ~ ~ ~` 
the 63rd, and then were transferred to ° ~ ~ f n
other units . and others who joined the f ~ I ~ 
Division later. Their stories are of in- ~ i 
to res t to a 1 1 us , and they are part o f the ~ ~ ~'~ 
63rd Infantry Division Association   l i~~ 

, ~ ~ Nate.. o 

REUNION NOTICE 

43rd Infantry "Winged Victory" Division. . . . 
Sept. 9, 10, ~ 11th, 1g~8. . .The Centre of 
Vermont Hol iday Inn, Rte 7, So. Main St., 
Rut 1 and, UT 05701 . For deta i 1 s contact . . . 

Lou Calarco, 11 Laurel Hi 1 1 , Dr. 
So. Burl ington, UT 05401 

L0~'ALTY 

LoyaZt~ cannot be bZueprin~ed. It cannot 
be produced on a~ a~~emb Zy Zine . In fact, 
it cannot be manufactured at aZZo For it Ps 
origin i~ the human hearts . a the center• o f 
se Z f -respect and human dignity o It is a 
force which leaps Into being only when 
conditions are e~actZy right for it..and 
it is a force very sensitive to betrayal. 

Maurice .Z~. Franks, edi toria Z ptrs . 

NIOYIfdG TIC! 

LET YOUR SECRETARY 
EQ~W„ , YOUR 

~W ADDRESS 

~~i~J i t i~~ °J 

~EQ.SO Al Nc l-
OFF~'Ccc 

<. 

~G3~~ F~; 

/~.6 Z UCi✓~J 

CAMP UAN DORM 

E-255, 1945 L of f to right: Top row, S/Sgt. Warren, Pfc. ~/er = 
million, PFC. Williams, PFC. Montgomery. Bottom row, T/Sgt. 
Kozak, Sgt. Green. Picture faken somewhere in Europe. 
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THE COLLENBERG CASTLE„ BODIGHEIM, 
GERMANY 

As Remembered Forty Years Late r 
by Colonel Frederick Ca Johnson 

The 763rd 0 rdnance Company of the 
63rd Infantry Division and attached support 
Ordnance units took over the castle grounds 
of the Col lenberg Castle on May 21, 195. 
i t was the property of Baran and Ba ron i n 
Ka r 1 von Ruedt von Co 1 1 enbe rg . 1 t was nec-~ 
essary to displace some 50 or 60 people 
1 iving in several bui idings. The grounds, 
hard surfaced courtyard and roads w i th i n 
the compound proved to be excel 1 ent hard 
standing for repair and maintenance of the 
Division's trucks, hal f -tracks, wreckers, 
and art i 1 1 ery. 

The original castle, located on a rise just 
behind the main enclosed compound, was un-
occup i ed , but i n good repair and dry inside 
the main rooms. The center of the old cas-
t l e contained a huge roomo I t' s entire 
floor area was covered with books closely 
stacked about three o r four feet high . Th i s 
sol id block o f books must have contained 
thousands of vo 1 umes . 

,moo 

On the day o f our a r r i va 1 , I rice i ved a 
typed note from Baron Karl von Ruedt re-
questing an audience for himself and his 
cousin Ba ron i n L i sel otte Rudt . The 1 after, 
a very nice and quiet 1 ady, could speak 
Engl ish and the two had i mportant ques-
tions to be cleared. I granted the Baron's 
request for the next morning . I n the mean-
time, he and most of his retinue were 1 iv-
i ng very nicely at their place cal 1 ed the 
'U i Garage ' . 

During our meeting, the Baron stated that 
the tremendous co 1 ] ect i on of books i n the 
old castle cans i sted of one-hat f of the 
1 i b ra ry a t Heide 1 be rg . The books had been 
transferred in the event the Heidelberg 
1 i b ra ry and i t ' s books were destroyed by 
the enemy. At least there was a chance of 
saving one-half of this treasure. The Baron 
asked that i t be protected . This was g ran-
ted, and the old cast 1 e was placed off 
l imits. When we departed the col lection 
was as intact as when we arrived. 

From time to time I received roes sa ges from 
the Baron requesting permission to v i s i t 

~ and pick up personal belongings. These re-
quests were granted and acknowledged with 
many notes of thanks from the Ba ron i n . 

~~.~z Zo~-ZSM Zs c~ -~Zo~s 
~ ZZ~ a ~ '~~~ 

We had located a rather large safe in the 
upstairs l ibrary . A key had .been broken o f f 
in the lock, and the opening completely 
jammed . As 0 rdnance pe rsonne 1 are quite 
handy with tools, I gave an OK to see if 
the safe could be opened without the use of 
cutting torchs. It was done and the safe 
revea 1 ed a quantity o f s i t ve r pieces , j ewe-
1 ry, household keepsakes and a number of 
papers and f i 1 es , some of which indicated 
insurance matters. The safe was reloaded 
with al l of the above items, closed and 
locked as i t had been before the entry. 

Short ] y after this , I was asked by the Ba r-
on i f we coui d open the safe as he wanted 
some of the jewelry, insurance papers, etc. 
I let him know that to burn an opening with 
a cutting torch might ruin anything in the 
safe. However, ! said we would try other 
means and would so advise him in a few days -

When I was about to let the Baron know that 
he could come for the safe's contents, a 
note was received from the Baron asking 
that we leave the safe as it was if we had 
not opened it. This request seemed strange. 
On a hunch , I took al l of the f i t es to the 
Counter Intel 1 i Bence Corps group attached 
to Division Headquarters . The C . 1 . C . peop 1 e 
said some of the papers were insurance po] -
i c i es and private papers which they retur-
ned to me . The ba 1 ance had to do with Ge r-
man munitions which they dispatched to 
Washington, D.C. 

We assembled the balance of the safe's con-
tent making an i nventory. Al 1 items were 
turned over to the Baron and signed for as 
per attached document dated 1 June 19+5. 
The Baron was advised that any insurance 
papers would be returned to him. The i n-
surance papers were returned to the Baron 
for which he was most grateful. He was told 

that other papers and f i 1 es had been re-
ta i ned by Division Hea dq ua~rte rs . 

With the Baron i n i nterpet i ng, the Baron 
explained that much of the paperwork in the 
fi les that had been retained by the C. I.C. 
contained a history of the German armament 
system and problems i n World Wart 1 . The 
Baron was one of a number of German gene-
rals who had been disposed by Hitler as he 

b i amed them for the breakdown i n the Ge r-
man armament system. These papers were put 
together by a group of the ex-generals to 
prove that they were not responsible and 
with the hopes that Hit 1 er would reinstate 
them. 

continued on next page 



Col 1 enbery Cast 1 e continued 

The Baron further added that this group had 
made a vow never to turn this material over 
to the enemy, but we had taken i t and he 
was happy . We received a number o f Than k-
you-notes from the Baron as we 1 1 as ve rba 1 
than k-yous from the Baron and Ba ron i n fo r 
the American unit's care and cons i deration 
of the castle's people and property. 

The 763rd and attached units departed Bod-
i ghe i m 7 June 19+5 • 

Col. Fredrick C. Johnson, Ret. 

Formerly Division Ord. Officer 

REMINISCING....by the "Old Sarge" 
Wi l l iam "Smitty" Smith "F" 253rd 

Had to take a peek at the morning reports 
for this time - it says, Departed St. Mich-
el 0800- 1-~+-45 for the Sa rreguem i nes , re-
f ieved Co. I 11~+th Inf. of "Garrison". Now, 
was St . M i the 1 the "Put House Asy 1 um" . Rem-
iniscing the nights when I had to go check 
our patrols that we had at the bridges , 
would walk out of the bu i 1 d i ng { was i n and 
couldn't see my hand in front of my face, 
by looking up in the sky and seeing the 
out 1 i ne of the bu i 1 d i ng, I would try to 
walk down the middle of the street. When 
getting close to the patrols, I could hear 
the guys cock their rifles. It was an eeire 
feel ing, as we were al 1 pretty green then. 

Another incident, the third Jeep. Someone 
had left a Jeep on the other side of the 
river, after a few days we went over to 
the other side and "captured i t". Someone 
must have stolen it, and left it there. 
Most of the men i n the company knew we had 
it, but kept it quiet, as Hqs. would have 
taken i f from us , we now had three Jeeps , 
and some companies on 1 y had one . 

Now back to the "Nut House Asy 1 um" . When 
we arrived ~~here was no heat or windows. 
The men started to 1 i ght fires on the f l oo r 
to keep warm. One o f the men informed me 
that they found a barn ful 1 of "pot bel 1 i ed 
stoves" . I t d i do ' t take us 1 on q to get a 
truck over, and requisition fifteen of . . . 
them. I n short order, we had those pot-
bel 1 i es "red hot". The requisition order 
was a Thompson s ub-machine, that Joe Morse 
showed the owner . The next day , we were 
tipped off, that Regimental Col. Lukert 
was on his way down to our Co., with smoke 
coming out of his ears . Our f 1 amboyant 
Capt., and myself went out to meet the Col. 
He even had the M.P.'s with him, Col. Luk-
ert was master i n chewing you-out. The 

Frenchman that owned the stoves wanted to 
to get paid for them......bel ieve he wanted 
$15 per U.S. money. The Colonel wanted to 
know who gave the men permission to take 
them the Captain turned looked at me, bru-~-
sed off his bars , and said I have more to 
lose than you, so, I was put under arrest 
and taken away by the M.P.'s. Felt bad that 
the guys had to give up their stoves , and 

wasn't feel ing to good myself , as I f i g-
ured I would get busted from 1st Sgt . down 
to Pvt. for something that was not my faul t~ 
Once we arrived at M.P. Hqs., I informed 

the M.P. Captain what had happened. He just 

smi led, and said relax nothing is going to 
happen to you, as I would have done the 
same thing myself. By the way, they were 
combat M.P.'s. 

On Jan 26, ' ~+5, 1 51 EM 5 Officers 3 Medics 
departed Ssttrhurmi nes on foot, arrived i n 
Neunk i rch , rel ieved "C" Co. 253rd of Ga r-
rison. (Neunki rch, was a Garrison???) . 
Boy , why i d i do ' t l keep a Diary i n my own 
1 anguage! (Smitty, am not touching that 
last sentence with a 10 ft. pole..Editor). 

COME ON GUYS, YOU ALL HAUE SOMETHING TO 
REMINISCE ABOUT. THE LAUGHTER AND THE TEARS 

THAT TOOK PLACE IN THE STATES OR OVERSEAS. 
SEND I T TO ME, WILL ASS 1ST YOU l N THE WRITE ~.~...-
UP 1F NEEDED Nate 

MEMORIAL DA Y 

Our nation should aZ~vays keep alive and 
fuZ fi Z Z IlUSPIRL'D YOUTHFUL THIIIIKIIVG. We 
should aZu~ays endeavor to G'REAT~'~~-in LOVE ~ 
GRATITUDE and in PRIDE--for those mho stand 
close to us in this MEMORIAL DA_Y. 

They are the ones Zdenti fled by the z~ords 
engraved in the memorial hall of the Amer-
can cemetery at L'PIIVAL France. The lines 
read-- "Citizens o f every calling --bred in 
the prin.ciples o f the American Democracy-
DFFL'NDERS OF CHALLEIVG~'D FREL'DOM,S`--CHAMP -
IO1~J,S o f the RIGHTS o f ML'IV ~'. 

And a pray fuZ promise to the HOIVOR~'D ONES. 
Fear not. We shat Z keep the faith. 
Forever shines the glory o f your sacrifice 
With humb Z e hearts and steadfast reso Zve 
We pray for the wisdom and the determ-
ination to CARRY OlV 
Lord o f Hosts, be with us yet, 
LUST WE FORGET---LE'ST I~1E' FORGET. 
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Q~iE~OBiAL DE LA BATA6LLE DE JEBSf~E~~ 

25-30 J~~~J~RV~~~S 

INSCRIPTION WILL BE Pi~CED ON THC- BASE 

« THEY ARE TOGETHER JN DEATH 
K L ET US UNITE IN 1'E~4CE 

The memorial, designed by the Parisian architect Bernard 
Fauquet and by Robert Wagener, engineer, both of whom 
fought at Jebsheim, is a cross formed by the void created by 3 
panels of grey-rose cutstone from Alsace. These panels 
represent the nationalities of belligerents :France, the United -
States, and Germany are grouped in a star pattern on a circular 
base. The panels, symbolically joined at the top and protected 
by a small roof of Alsacian tile, will be inscribed with the names of 
the units that fought at Jebsheim in January 1945. Total height 
will be 6.00 meters. 

The location of the monument on the site of the old 
Berckheim Mill, destroyed during the battle, will perpetuate 
both the severe combat which took place at that site, and the 
memory of the mill that was "the property of the Berckheim 
family" for many centuries. 

It will also allow for yearly meetings to be organized at a 
spot That since the end of the war has attracted numerous 
visitors who either participated in the battle or lost a loved one 
there. 

The financing of the construction of the memorial is 
gained by donations from veterans groups of the three 
countries and by various subsidies. The inauguration is 
scheduled for the summer of 1988. 

Donations may be made out to 
association La Croix du Moulin de Jebsheim 
Mairie 68320 Jebsheim. 
FRANCE. 

IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND DEDICATION 
PLEASE ADVISE IF I CAN HELP WITH 
AIRLINE OR HOTEL RESERVATIONS. 

THE CROSS OF THE JEBSHElIL9 M1LL 

The origins of this project were the feelings expressed after 
the last commerative service by a group of paratroopers who had 
fought at Jebsheim. 

"Despite the warm welcome we receive during our visits to 
"Alsace, these ceremonies make little sense if they are only 
"directed towards remembering the past ;especially since the 
"hardships endured and the sacrifices that were made, both 
"military and civilian, were justified only on the hopes for a 
"better future". 
"Let us hope that one day we will be able to assemble all the 
"participants in the past events at Jebsheim -the French, the 
"Americans, and the Germans and thus set an example for 
"Europe groping for unified identity". 

"Is such an assembly possible ? ~/Ve believe so, and rf a unified 
"Europe is to become a reality one day, why shouldn't the 
"veterans" participate ?" 

"1fNhen clouds appear on the horizon, we must unite inspite of 
the moral sacrifices that unity can mean, particularity for those of us 
who fought at Jebsheim." 

Everywhere we talk of the slow march towards a fraternally 
United Europe ; and when you realize that nearly 900 French, 
American, German, Austrian from the Edelweiss division, Italian, 
Spanish, Hungarian, Belgian, Scandenavians, and units in the 
foreign legion died at Jebsheim, what other village in P.Isace would be 
entitled to receive an european monument of reconciliation ?" 

ROGER E. JOHNSON 

6 RAfLROAD AVENUE, PvtONTVALE, N.J. 07615 

201-391 -6913 

15 April 1988 

BROTHER - CAN YOU SPARE A DIME? 

On 12 June 1988 an unveiling of "The Cross of 
the Jebsheim Mill", Jebsheim, France will take 

place. A European monument of reconcilation it 
will honor the more than 900 soldiers who died 
in the crucial "Battle of Jebsheim" fought from 
25 thru 30 January 1945. As many of you know 
this battle was fought by the 254th Infantry 
Regiment with some support from the 1st Moroccan 

Infantry Division and 5th French Armored Divison 

This crucial "Battle of Jebsheim" broke the back 
of the German resistance in the Colmar Pocket 
and the German 19th Army retreated across the 
Rhine River at Neuf Brisach, France. The 63rd 
Infantry Division will be honored on the monu-
ment with its sky reaching panel. 

The cost of the monument is 250,000 French 
Francs paid for by equal donations from French, 
German and American Veterans. So far 170,000 
Francs have been donated. We are short 80,000 
Francs. I appeal to you to help make this monu-
ment a reality. Tax deductible checks can be 
made out in dollars to: "La Croix du Moulin de 
Jebsheim". Checks can be sent to: 

La Croix du Moulin de Jebsheim 
Mairie Andre Hild 
68320 Jebsheim 
France 

In France the checks will be converted. from 
Dollars to Francs. If it is more convenient, 
you can forward your check to me and I'll make 
sure it gets to France. 

BROTHER - CAN YOU SPARE A DI 

Best personal regards, 

~  ~~ ~ r~- .,cam ~ ~ T 

. 



SECOND ANNUAL UPPER MIDWEST REUNION 

To be held on June 3rd, 4th, ~ 5th, i n the 
Minneapol is area . We 1 ve planned seve ra 1 
events which we hope wi l l make a great week 
end for you and your comrades. 

Saturday morning and afternoon, sightseeing 
shopping, or just relaxing, and swapping 
war stories . We have reserved a b 1 ock o f 
tickets for the World Champion Twins game 
on Saturday evening at the Metrodome, they 
wi l l be playing Oakland A's. Tickets for 
the game are $8.00 each . 

Arrangements have been made at the Hampton 
Inn, 7745 Lyndal e Ave. South, Richfield (Ly-
n da 1 e ~ Hwy 494) . Rates for a do ub 1 e room 
are $80+tax for two nights, single, $64+ 
tax for two nights . Included i n the price 
i s a cont i nenta 1 breakfast . We ask that you 
each make your own reservations, and they 
must be made prior to arrival to insure 
these spec i a 1 rates . 

f you have any quest ions, pi ease contact o 
FRED HALVERSON, 85 Rice Creek Way N.E., 
Minneapol is, MN 55432. . (612) 574-7~60. . .or 

PAT KE N N EA L LY , 3916 Abbott Avenue South , 
Minneapol is, MN 55410, (612) 920-0645 

BOB JACOBSON, can use the help of hotshots 
in adjoining states, for publ icity and etc. 
He can be reached at 4533 17th Ave. South, 
Minneapol is, MN 55407. (612) 724-7556. 

1st UPPER MID-WEST CHAPTER 
REUNION PICNIC ..a7-26-87 

20 Attended UPPER MID WEST CHAPTER 
REUNION PICNIC  

ST. LOUIS REUNION COMMITTEE 
President . .Gene Rombach 

We are in the process of forming a MID-WEST 
CHAPTER, of the 63rd I n f . Div. Assoc. Any-
one interested should contact Gene Rombach, 
3557 Michigan St., St. Louis, MO 631 18... 
(314) 771 -549~.or..UP Francis Sul l ivan, 
6256 E i chel berger, St. Louis, MO 63109. . . 
(314) 352-4268 Francis X. Sul 1 i van 

PLEASE NOTE: We have TWO 2 Mid-West cha -( ) p 
tors . Mid-West and Upper Mid-West . 

Editor. . . 

FLORIDA CHAPTER . . . .President Don B i nk 1 ey 

You al 1 come join us, the weekend of May 13, 
14 15th, at the SILVER SPRINGS HOLIDAY INN 
S i 1 ver Springs, FL C904) 236-2575. Located 
off I -75. . SR40 exit, and i s 1 ocated across 
the road from the S i 1 ver Springs Attraction . 
Spec i a 1 rate of $40 per n i to + tax. 

U i nce ~ Barbara Hannon , have planned an en-
j oyab l e weekend for us a l l  

Friday nite. .Mixer Hite - Hospital ity Room 
Sat. Morn. . . . Short meeting 
Sat. Noon. . . .Uisiting Si lver Springs, re-

i axi ng and convers i ng with your 
buddies, or visiting other area of 
interest. Numerous "horse farms" 
nearby. 

Sat . N i te. . . . . Banquet w i 1 1 be held at the 
hotel. Then back to Hospital ity 
Room . 

For further information cal l Vince & Barbara`" 
at (g04) 483-2708. 

Nate 
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~~ ~` e e~ Q® ~hes ee ~M ~d ~ a~ ~o a'~e uC ad 

v~a~t d ~r~ ~e 1ga8 • ,~~~~ 
v~ n ~ .~ 

~- r ~ ~+ eat by J V~ 31 ~~~ CAMP VAN DORN 
` ~ U ARDENNES •ALSACE •CENTRAL EUROPE 
VJ ~ a ~ ~ ~ ` -~* ~ RNI

~~ S1'. LO I A ..- -,:~•r ~:~ ~~ ~ ~ R EU N IO N US . . , e~~~ 

AUGUST, WEDNESDAY 3 to SUNDAY 7, 1988 
Name: Date Unit: 

Arrival 

Arriva! 

Number 

Children's 

Phone: 

Please 

Wife's Name (If attending) 
Date: 

Time 
Address of Children 

Ages) 

Attending: 

City: State: Zip: 

Guest Names) 
( ) 

Check ❑ if this is your first reunion. 

Please make Check payable to: St. Louis 63rd Inf. ®11~,, P~SSOC. PERCPERSON ATTENDENG COST 

Please return this form 
and payment too 

AI Hiller 253 Re ~ g) 
545 Harrison 

St. LOuis, MO 63031 

REGISTRATION 

DUES: National 

DUES: Lifetime 

~ ~ x.00 
J.00 

40.00 

MEMBER 
ONLY 

~ 1500® 

1~/EDNESDAY EVENING, AUGUST 3 
"The 40's Revisited" Costume Part &Dance 8'00 .m. to 12:00 a.m. Y p FREE ( ) F R E E 

THURSDAY MORNING, AUGUST 4 (CHOICE OF ONE) 
a.m. to 2:30 .m. Bus Trip #1 (Grants Farm) 9  30 p 

OR 

Bus Tri #2 Botanical Gardens 9'30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. p ( ) 

X10.00 

10.00 

~ ~ 
~ 

THURSDAY EVENING, AUGUST 4 
Moonli ht Excursion &Dance  7 00 .m. to 11:00 .m. 9 p p ~ ~ 0.00 

FRIDAY MORNING, AUGUST 5 
Riverfront Memorial Service 9'00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

Riverfront Cookout  11:30a.m.to2:30p.m. Q1~.00 

~ ) 

FRIDAY EVENING, AUGUST 5 (CHOICE OF ONE) 
Baseball Game 7.30 .m. to ? P 
OR 

M un O era Broadwa Musical  7'30 .m. to ? Y p ( Y ) P 

Estimate 
~ 10.00 

~ 0.00 

SATURDAY MORNING, AUGUST 6 
Men's Business Meetin  9'00 a.m. to 12:00 .m 9 p 

Women's Social Meetin. (Coffee, Apple Struedel)  9'00 a.m. to 12:00 .m. 9 p ~ ) FREE FREE 
SATURDAY EVENING, AUGUST 6 
1 Hour Cocktail Party C.O.D. BAR 6'30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Dinner &Dance 7'30 p.m. to 12:00 a.m.  

CH ECK ON E ❑Roast Baron of Beef  

❑ Filet of sole  

❑ Ch i I d's PI atter  

~ 25.00 
25.00 

$.50 

PREPAYMENT FOR THESE TRIPS MUST BE MADE BY JULY 1, ~98~ G RAN D TOTAL 
L~ 
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198 AD ~00lC RESER~A~'IOIV FORB~ 
ACTiIAL BOOK SlZEe ~'/~" ~ ~'/z„

1 

F UL~ PACE . .$40.00 

'/a ~u`~~~ . o .$22000 

'/~ PAGE . . o 0 0$~~0~~ 

'/~ PAGE . $6000 

~ ~~ ~. ~ ~OOSI'~R $4.00 

SPOiVSOR (NAME 
(each) $2.00 

1 40Th ANNUAL REUNION COMMITTEE 

63rd Infants Division 
t~S~Clatl~~ BLOOD and FI1ZE 
~ ARDENNES ~ CENTRAL EUROPE ~RHINEL9ND 

66 OT SHOT 
E ~:'E`s_D YOUR HELP 

~9 

As you may know, the money collected from the Ads in the 
Souvenir/Ad Book is used to help offset some of the reunion cost. 

fv~ost of the money defrays the cost of the band, free beer, soda and 
entertainment during the reunion 

with prices constantly increasing, we are asking for your support 
to help us keep the reunion cost down for our retired members. 

So would you please place an ad in the '88Souvenir/Ad Book? 

11llake checks) payable ~0: 
ST.: ~. ~:~U9S REUIVI®I~ 63~~ ~~~. DoIJ. ASSOC. 

ai'~'~ ~~n~ ~O: 

AL HILLER, JR. 
545 HARRISOiV 
S~". LOUIS, M®. 53031 

N®tee For any photos sent that are not halftoned, 
there will be an extra charge. 

Ad Copy: (PLEASE P6?IAIT CLEARLY)   Ad Size: 

'~ lame: Unit Served With: 

Address:   Phone 

City:  State:  ZiP~ 

Authorized By'  Signature:  Date 



Childhood 
I~omefront 
memories 
Br Dacl Arnr~fron~ 
8p~ctal to Thm T~~ 

Most children growing up as 
I did in Stockton have few trou-
bling memories of World War 
II, I was safe In the bosom of 
my family, and I've always 
thanked God I put in my ap-
pearance on this side of the 
globe. 

I have many recollections of 
how the war affected my daily 
life. Some of the darkest, liter-~ 
ally, relate to the blackouts. 

I was a curious child, and 
early on, I wanted to read. The 
Stockton Record's comic strips 
were the best material to prac-
tice on. 

Our evening paper was de-
livered about 5 p.m. It was 
dusk by the time I got to see the 
paper, and, because of the 
blackout, it was quite dark ev-
etywhere. 

I tried the old reading-with-
a-flashlight technique In front 
of the open front door so I 
could catch the last glimmer of 
fading daylight. It worked until; 
my mother caught me at it. 

Of course, by the time the. 
blackout siren sounded again 
telIing us It was OI{ to put the 
lights on, it was my bedtime, 

See CFIILDII®OI), Page A-6 

Contlnrred froffi Fage A-1 

all its songs. 
When I finally got a chance 

to travel years later, it was as 
a member of the 63rd Infantry 
I?ivision of the U.S. Army. 

We arrived in Idlarseille on 
Dec. E, 1944. Eight days later 
we were in "forty and eight" 
boxcars (40 men and 8 horses) 
moving slowly north toward the 
border. After three days we left 
the train and walked into Ger-
many. 

For the next four anonth5 we 
were combat infantrymen. Dog 
Company was a heavy weapons 
one, meaning our basic weap-
ons were the $1-millimeter 
rr2ortar and the 30-caliber ma~-
chine gun.. 

We fought, we moved on, we 
drew back. We walked, we 
jeeped, we trucked. We were in 
the rain, snow, sleet and mud 
— always thy: mud. 

~Je ate when the kitchen 
reached us and slept when the 
chance came. It never seemed 
often ar long enough. 

On March 20 we went 
through the Siegfried Line near 
a little town called Ommer-
sheim. It wasn't too heavily de-
fended but I lost a few friends. 

We moved on and lots of pris-
oners were coming in, voluntar-
ily. Now everyone thought the 
same thing: "It's almost over." 

One morning late in Naarch, 
cce woke up in a wooded area 
and learned that we were close 
to a goad-sized town. 

The lieutenant called same of 
us over~and gave orders for the 
anorning. 

George Powies 
AS he appears today - 

George Fowles, whose story 
appears at right, left the war 
and returned to a job that 
mate him a local celebrity —
as .2 teacher and coach in the 
Oaklarsd schools. 

fie coached several sports at 
Il✓icClymonds — where Fill 
Russell played on his basket-
ball team —and later moved 
to .Skyli,-re, where he coached 
.baseball. By h1s rett.-,ement Jn 
1975, he had coached ~ 7 play-. 
ers who went on to the major 
:leagues, Including Frank Rob-
inson, Curt Flood and V'ada 
Finson. In 1381 he was voted 
into the California Coaches 
Flail of Fame. 

fIe and his wife of 51 years, 
6i~inifred, have a son and a 
daughter, six grandchildren 
and nne great-grandchild. 

"Gentlemen," he said, "the 
city just ahead of us is Heidel-
berg. 

"It has many hospitals, 
schoo'~s and churches and we 
are told it will not be defended. 
It has not been bombed and 
doesn't want to be. The war is 
coming to an end and they 
know it. All military has appar-
ently pulled out. 

"We are supposed to send in 
a small party just to case the 
<<r~a.. Sergeant, ta'.{e fi~~e men 
and orte of our morta.-s ar:d go 
with "R" Company's patrol." 

I knew I was going because i 
had been packing the radio on 
most of the patrols lately. The 
six of us joined two squads of 
"B" Company's riflemen and 
headed for the Neckar P6iver 
a.►~d Heidelberg. 

When we saw the river we 
dropped three si~ortarmen off 
and they, set up ttre gun in a 
clearing. 

Il.eaching the Necl~ar, the pa-
trol strung out and walked to- 
ward the pity a half $Wile away. 

The exposed river aaas on our 
left and the few scattered build-
ing: ~v~: wEr~~ passinf; or, our 
rigt:t seemed like timeless-
cloi ~ters, schools orhospitals. 
They reached .far up. into the 
mountains and almost every 
one had a big white cross on its 
slanted roof which criedi out, 
"Don't bomb rne. I'm out of 
bound." 

It was a warm, sunny Satur-
day morning, and I felt good. 

"Tomorrow is Easter," I re-
membered, "and I'll bet Win 
and the children are painting 

`Iashback of youngster
aunts ex-inf.: ;trvman 

Y Georg® Poevle~~~ ~.~. 
1®d Fo TJte ,rl~cerw . ~ . . 

At - . ;t once a year for the 
ast %~~~ ears I have had a bad 

. ream. It is always the same. 

Three of us infantrymen are 
ouching in some shrubbery In 
monastery garden. Our eyes 
e ffixed on a house across the 
vet, about 200 yards away. I 

lave binoculars and am partic-
larly interested in the trees 
nd shrubs surrounding the 
use. ' 

Everything is quiet and sud-
~eniy we are shocked to see a 
little girl appear on the scene. 
She is about 11 years old, with 
t~vo long, blond braids dowry 
ter back underneath a bright 
rid cape, and she is riding a 
bicycle along the road on the 
gther side of the river. . 

In a few seconds she will 
ass this lone house on the 

outskirts of the city and in two 
rininutes will reach her destin-
ation, perhaps her piano teach-
~r in the residential area. 

>3ut we know something she 
doesn't: She has only a slim 
chance of riding past that 
quiet, solitary home, now just 
ahead and to her left. 

What we know is that high 
over her head and in back of 
her, but rapidly catching up, 

eggs right now." 
As we trudged along the nice , 

paved road I thought, "This is s 
the only way to fight. a war." 

I called up to the sergeant, 
"What a lousy way to visit Hei-
delberg." He turned around 
with a puzzled look and didn't 
say a word. 

I{E~'cl never heard of the 
place, I realized. 

Then the ~ words to the old 
song came to me. My mother 

are three high-explosive mor-
tar shells that will In _ a very 
short time come crashing 
down, about four seconds 
apart, and cover ari area of 
about 100 yards long, yvith the 
house somewhere near the cen-
ter. 

It is always at Phis stage bf 
the dream, just as we are mut-
tering and talking to ourselves 
— "R.ide, girl! Stay low and 
ride out of it!" — that I wake 
up with a strange feeling, be-
cause Iknow the nightmare is 
really a reliving of past eRperi-
c~nce, of one that is not yet 
finished. 

The seeds of the dream were 
sown many years ago when, as 
Fa young man, I had visions of 
visiting faraway places that I 
knew only in books or pictures. 

One such place was I-Ieidel-
berg, site of Germany's most 
famous university and subject 
of songs, poems and operettas. 
'Bangs and stories of the beau-
tiful city on the 1Veckar River 
attracted me, particularly 
those featuring the university 
and its cadets. Sigmund Rom-
4~erg's operetta, "The Student 
prince, set in l~eidelberg, was 
my favoritQ, and I could sing 

See F'I,rISh`BACI{, F~age ~-& 

place — a solitary old house 
across the river ringed by trees 
and shrubs. 

"He's probably long gone 
now," said the serge, "but we 
aught to tors a few over to let 
him know he woke us up." 

The sergeant gays me the ap-
prox~rria:e directi~~ns and dis-
tance from our mortar to the 
target, and Y got on the radio 
and passed it on to the guys 
back at the gun. They had prob-

~e sa ~ the girl on thr~ Like . , . f v-as l~ret ty ~'u.re 
had already heard three faint clicl~s on my headsets 
~'hea came the voice of our' No. l gunneP... ̀ Sorry, 
there's three of'eln on the way.'... R'e stared a little 
loner, then I bad to tarn a way. I prayed o , o 

used to sing them at net piano: 
"Oh, Fleidelber~ dear Seidel-

. berg 
Thy name we'll never forge 

That golden haze of student 
days . 

1✓Vill live witlzln us yet._ 

And then it camel 
One short, sudden burst of a 

German machine-gun from the 
other side of the }}''fiver. 

Talk about sit~:.nf; du~.k;;: on 
one side of us was •the open 
Neckar and on the other an 
eight-foot=high ~ wire fence 
guarding the monasteries and 
convents. 

All down the line guys were 
throwing their rifles over the 
fence and scrambling after 
them. I made it, 40-pound radio -
and all_ 

blow it was quiet again. We 
were all looking at the same 

ably heard ttae burst and wer-~ 
waiting for the word. And then 
I gave the fire order, "Fire, 
three!" 

A few se~-onds went by and 
then, suddenly, vac saw the girl 
on the. bike.. 

I hollered into the mine, 
"Hold the gun! -Don't fire!" 

I was pretty sure I had al-
ready heard three faint clicks 
~~n m~- headset. Then came the 
voice of our Na. 1 gunner, who 
had always begin ,ire: ty fax; . 
"Sorry, there's three of 'em on 
the way." 

We stared a little longer, then 
I had to turn away. I prayed, 
"How about a couple of duds?" 

I heard the three explosions 
and watched the other private 
first class wince vaith every 
burst. 

As I turned back the sergeant 
said, "Welt, that's that!" 

ST. LOUIS~a~'~'~Ott. ~~ ~' ` • 

I stared over at the smolt 
and dust and said slowl 
"That's the end of the war 
n:se. I don't wani to ask far an 
other shot on `his crazy radio.' 

German history has probably 
recorded that the beautiful city 
of Hei4eiherg W as cakAn by thf 
Americans in t~.'arc!r 194 with 
out a shot being fired. 

Don't believe it. I bras there 
One short machine-gun burn 
and three mortar shells wets 
fired. 

A few years ago, I had some 
o1e ~la;~e this ad f~~r me in liei 
delberg's leading newspaper 
the Heidelberger Tageblatt: 

"On llriarch 31, 1945 at abou 
9:30 a.m. a little girl riding heap 
bicycle north of Heidelberg was 
almost killed by American mar 
tar fire. Fortunately and miter 
uIously she rode away from the 
explosions end was, I believe 
untouched by the schrapnel 
God was riding with her the 
morning. 

"If that woman, or anyor~, 
who knows her, is still in t1I~ 
area and reads this, I hope thg~ 
will call this ne~~spaper and ar• 
range a meeting with me. I 
want to talk to her." 

There was rYo answer. 
But I still ha~~e a feeling th8t 

we Thai! m~'et : ~omeday, proba-
bly in tieid.~lbe.-g's finest res-
taurant. It will be a. rewarding 
evening that ends in complete 
understanding. And then it will 
be over, my troubled con-
science and sense of guilt, he,r 
bitterness, anger and perhagg 
her hatred. She will at last 
know what really happened thafi 
aay. 

I can hardly wait. 

W¢dn¢sday 3 to Saturday 6, August 1988 



GIRARD ARCAND 

So near t® grandeured is our dust, 

Sc~ near to God 6s man; 

That when duty calls to youth "thou must" I 

The youth replied, "I can'.' 

E. J. "B i Z Z" B URSON 

Dzed Feb. 14, 1987 Coo "L" 254th Inf. 
2922 Murat St San Diego, CA 92117 

R . A . VAN FOSSEN 

DZed March 4, 19888 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . UnZt IV/A 
66560 Mc Bride Hz Z Z, St . CZazrsv2 Z Ze, OH4 39 50 

ROBERT T . FERGUSON, Jr . 

DZed Jan. 12, 1988 Co. "H" 255th Inf. 
204 AZtondaZe Ave. , . . . .Charlotte, NC 2820 

PRESCOTT C. NA UMAIVN, Jr . 

DZed March 2, 19 8 7 Hq5• 2 53r f Inf . 
3 CApr2 Gate Plainview, IVY 11803 

ALLAN G. GALLAHAN 

Dzed Jan. 1, 1988. . . o . . o . Co. "I" 254th Inf. 
Fa Zmouth, VA 

PAUL COOK 

DZed July 21, 198~. . . . . . . . .Medic 254th Inf. 
7216-15th Ave. . . . . . . .Takoma Park, MD 20912 

1st Lt. RICHARD G. NANKIN 

DZed N/A Co . "G" 253rd Inf . 
1 X15 Wood CZi f f Way Atlanta, GA 30329 

FOREST J. DOWNEY 

DZed Jan . 12, 19 8 8 . . . . . . . Co . "K" 2 5 3rd Inf . 
1410 Canal St A Z exandrza, IN 4 6 0 01 

ROMAN H. HERR 

Dzed Nov. 5, 198  Co. "H" 254th Inf. 
14 5 5 Santa Susana . . . . . . . . . .Hemet, CA 9 2 34 3 

JAMES R . HYDE 

DZed August 2, Z 9 8 ~ Co . "K" 2 54th Inf . 

~D#2 BO~c 4 82 Summervi Z Ze, PA 15864 

DZed Dec. 12, 1987. . . . . . . . . . .AT 255th Inf. 
66 1'~IzZZers FaZZs Rd. . Turners FaZZ, MA 01376 

FREDERICK SHOEMAKER 

Date died N/A o ... , Hqs . Co 1st Bn 2S5th~ Inf . . . 
PhoenZxv2 Z Ze, PA 

ROBERT T . FERGUSON 

DZed Jan. 12, 1988. . . . , a . Co "H" 255th Inf. 
204 AZtondaZe Ave Charlotte, NC 2820 ~ 

JOSEPH STARA CE 

Dzed Oct. 16, 198  UnZt N/A 
5300 Washington St.,E. . Hollywood, FL 33021 

BOB ROWS 

Dzed June 15, 1987 863rd FA Btry ' -'A" 
R.R. ..#2 Rochester, IL 62563 

WILLIAM LORBERBA Un-%' 

Dzed Oct. 18, 1986 Co . "I" 255th Inf . 
15 Brzarwood Ct, Rockvi Z Ze Centre, NY 11570 

Dzed 1985 

JAMES W . CLARK 

Co . "K" 2 5 3rd Inf . 
5107 Sequoia Rd Fayetteville, NC 28304 

JOSEPH CZEPIEL 
Died July 5, 1987 MP's 
3248 Faronia St........Pittsburg, PA 15204 

ROBERT GIBES 

DZed Feb. 13, 1986. . . . . . . . . . .AT 255th Inf. 
21 Kenda Z Dr Woburn, MA 018 01 

OTTO LUOMA 
Dzed July 15, 1980e o . o o . . . Co. "I" 255th Inf 
4 38 E. Tamarack St , o . . . .Ironwood, MI 49938 

VICTOR ZILINSKA.S 

Dzed Feb. 2, 1978 Co. "H" 254th Inf 
Whzsperin~ Pines...o..Pinconnin~, MI 48650 

(wives claim the above 2, never put ZntoBF~ 

WILLIAM LaBOSSIERE 

DZed Jan . 8, 19 8 ~ Un2 t 1V/A 
12500 McMullen Loop....RZverview, FL 33569 

IRA M. HOPPOCK 

Dzed March 21, 198~. . . . . .861st FA Btry "C" 
2A Vermont Way. . . . . . . . . . . WhitZng, NY 0859 

HOBART RYE 

DZed Feb. 4, 1988. . . . . . . . . Co. "I" 254th Inf. 
412 Linden Ave So . Point, OH 4 5680 

"I WAS BORN AN AMERICAN, I LIVE AN AMERICAN 
I SHALL DIE AN AMERICAN. . . . Danie Z Webs ter 



N~~ bhot 

Moll Dog 

THE FOLLOW ! NG "HOTSI-'OTS" bJHO WERE LOST 

FOUND THEIR WAY...BACK INTO THE FOLD. 

HAROLD C. LEWIS..Co."L" 255th inf..1135 
Uiking Dr. , Est. #1 , Ual ley City, ND 58072, 
Ha ro 1 d was with the 4th p 1 to . , from Jan . 
to Apr i 1 ' ~5. He i eft the unit on that day 
a short distance from Sinsheim. After his 
release from the hospital , he was attached 
to SHAEF unt i 1 his return to the states . 
Harold would 1 i ke to know what happened to 
the unit after Apri 1 3rd '~5. Why don't you 
join us in St. Louis, you may get al l the 
answers your searching for, others have. 

LOUIS WARMOTH..Co."C" 253rd 1nf..~06 Mag-
nol is St. , Sumter, SC 29150. .Mag Froberg 
coerced Lou into parting with the $5 dues , 
to join our association . Now Lou, what does 
Mag know, that we don't know, to pry that 
fiver 1 nose from you. Margaret , make sure 
Lou takes you to St . Louis this August , 
seats are ava i 1 ab 1 e at the Co . "C" tab 1 e.. 

MEL ECKERT. .Co."A" 253rd Inf. .328 Salem St. 
Safety Harbor, FL 34695. . Mel has kept i n 
contact with a few old buddies thru Chri~t-
mas cards . Pau 1 Ue r~ i 1 1 i on gave Me 1 an ap-
pl ication to join our association. Mentions 
that the 1 ast time he attended a reunion 
was i n Detroit 1967 9 and expects to join us 
i n St. Louis. ,~,el you sure have a lot of 
catching up to do. 

SAMUEL E . DeHAUEN . . Co . 1 1A" ' 2 53rd I n f . . RR# 1 
P . 0. Box 317, Eaton , I N ~~733~ ~ .Sam i s an-
other hotshot that Paul Uermi l 1 ion gave an 
appl ication too. Sam was wounded in Germany 
Feb. 2~,19~5, and was in the 2nd General 

Hos p i to 1 i n Nancy , France . Sam, start pack-
i ng to tike Sarah to St . Louis , so you can 
see Mel , Paul , and the rest of the guys. 

ROBERT F I TTS o .863rd FA Bt ry "C' ' . .706 E . 9th 
St. , Merri 1 1 , WI 5~~52. .Thanks to Jake 
(Jacko) Pompe, that Bob i s now a member of 
our assoc. Years back s a medic buddy of 
Bob's, was supposed to have sent Bob's name 
into our secretary, but he apparentl ;~ for-~~ 
got and since died . He d i do ' t knot~~! whom to 
contact unt i i now, Thanks for the assist 
Jacko. Bob i s planning to join us i n August . 

DANIEL A. M I LLER. . SU Bt ry 862nd ~=A. ~ 7j5 
Lorentz St. g El mont, N 1;` 1 1003. . Dan works 
far the church, meals on wheels . Plays i n a 
dance band at Senior Citizen Centers. It's 
with a 10 pc. orchestra s and he plays the 
drums. He hopes too see everyone soon, you 
do mean i n August 3-7, just want to make 
sure you have the right starting date. 

HUGO BOETTCHER. , Co. "D" 25Lath { of . .Box 81 
Frohna, MO 6378. . Hugo retired on Feb. i 5th 
after ~ i years i n the garage and service 
station business. Served ors the local fire 
dept . for 30 years , 16 y rs . as chief , a 1 so 
Sunday S chop 1 Supt . a t his 1 oca l ch u rc{~~ . 
Hugo, you didn't w=rite i f your taking v . . . 
Co r i ne to our reunion . Co r i ne, he I S taking 
you, right. That's the way to go. 

THOMAS H. P~,ART1N. .Co."L" 253rd lnf. .2016 
So. Avenida URSA, Tucson, AZ 85710..Tom 
joined the 63rd at Uan Dorn i n 194 . H i s 
1st Sgt . was W i 1 1 i am Younger. Tom was tak-
en prisoner on Jan . ' ~5, but doesn't re-
membe r t~~e name o f the area . Why don ° t you 
take Maria to St . Louis for a good time, 
and maybe get so►~e answers at ~~he same time 

THOMAS GAZELEY . .563rd S i gna 1 , . 3726 G.o re 
Dr., Lebanon, OR 97355~.Tom is retired, 
and is active in the American Legion, Elks 
and the Eag1 es . Enjoys bawl ing, golf and 
1 oves to travel . Get ready to travel Tom, 
Katherine, start packing those bags . See 
you both in August. 

JAMES KEENEY . . Co . "B" 255th i n f . .Box 338, 
De So~i o, KS 66018. James w i 1 1 be retiring 
after ~1 years of service with his company. 
He wo ~~ l d l ike to hear from some o f his o l d 
buddies . Come on James , take P~ebecca to St . 
Louis, and meet old buddies in person. 

~~ v~ yc~~u s ~f~~ ~ ~ ~ c~~~~~~ v ~ ~~aR~ss 



DAV 1 D S . HARR I SON . . Co . 1 1F" 255th I n f . . 34 S . W . 
17th Terr. , Homestead, FL 33030. . Davi d went 
from the cavalary to Uan Dorn in '~~. Ended 
up i n the hosp i to 1 Apr i i ' ~+5, i n Nancy, Fran-
ce, He has an insurance agency , i s a CA,pt . 
in the Civi 1 Air Patrol , and 1 i kes to travel 
i n his motor-home. Would 1 i ke to talk to 
the men who were on 1 i ason-pat ro i 3-15-~+5 
What an opening David, take Shirley, i n your 
motor-home to St. Louis, and start talking. 

ALPHONSE DiBENEDETTO..Co."G" 253rd lnf..391 
Edgewood Ave., New Haven, CT 06511..A1 
wrote a long an interesting 1 etter, took 
the high 1 i ghts . (Our sec/t reas . "takes out" 
it's the "loot" dues, and Nate the rest is 
yours ~ Al i s an attorney , and wife Margaret 
i s an opera singer. Had been a pub t i c de-
fen de r for many years , and now i s i n p r i-
vate practice. Due to i l lness, Al was in 
the hospital when the 63rd went overseas 9 
and did not re-join his unit after that. 
He was a 2nd Lt., and claims h.~ "g®t no 
respect". Wonder i f Roger Dangerf i el d was a 
2nd Lt., he claims the same thing. Al has a 
son who is a Captain and stationed in Ger-
many. Al , you have more time ava i 1 abl e now, 
am sure you and Margaret w i 1 1 enjoy you r-
selves i n St . Louis i n August . 

SAL SORRIENTO..Co."D" 363rd Medic..2~+8 So. 
Middleton Rd., Pearl River, NY 10965..Sa1 
is active in his VFW Post in Piermont, NY. 
He was a staff sgt. with the 363rd. Is very 
happy that he found out about our assoc. 
Sal ~ Sarah, are looking forward i n joining 
us i n St. Louis. 

JAMES P. CALLOZZO..Co."F" 253rd Inf..32 
Douglas Ct . , Pearl River, NY 10965. . James 
noticed our reunion notice i n the American 
Legion magazine, and that he is another 
"lost sheep" who found his way home. Is a 
retired engineer, active in civic ~ com-
mun i ty affairs . As an o ] d hotshot , he 
would rather wear out, than rust away. 
James , you d i do ° t write about attending 
St. Louis, why don't you join Sal ~ Sarah 
you know those folks i n your area, the 
co 1 umn right above . 

MILBURN J. ARTH..Co."B" 253rd Inf..RR3 Box 
72, Edwardsvi 1 le, IL 62025. .Mi lburn joined 
the 63rd in Feb. '45, as a replacement. He 
has been retired for 2 years , after 39 y rs . 
with Shel l 0 i 1 Co. Jessie, gives the orders 
now. 

RALPH ALTMAN..Co."K" 255th Inf..555 Demmler 
Dr. , Pittsburgh, PA 15237. .Ralph is now in 

his own accounting practice, after working 

for several 1 arge account i ~ng firms . Was a 

Col i ege Professor ~ Admi n i strator for 19 
years . For a time he was platoon messenger. 
He has maintained a roster of the platoon 
personnel . Rai ph y take Betty ~to 5-~. Lours, 
and wouldn't it be terrific to see some of 
your old buddies on that 1 i st. (Ra1 ph, I wi 1 1 
be sending the roster to our historian Mike 
Baymo r. . . Nate) . 

,_ ._ ;. ;: ;. ;: 
T~I.E~~ .4R.E' ,STI.LL MANY "LOST SH~.~'P" 

OUT THERE. . LET "S BRING THEM HOME. 

,. ,. ,. 

MICHAEL De Buino..Co."C" 254th Inf..1008 
7th Ave. , Beaversfal 1 , PA 15010. . M i ke and 
Eleanor celebrated their 50th Wedding Ann-
i versary, Christmas Day. Congratulations ~ 
many more folks, from us al 1 . Mike woul d 

i ke to know i f there were any awards fo r 
Coimar & Jebsheim. Mike Baymor our histor-
ian wi l l have any answer in the next issue 
of the Blood ~ Fire. 

RAY W. PETERSON.. I ~ R Pltn. Hqs. Co. 255th 
3258 N. 100 East Ogden, Ut 84~1~.. Ray and 
Merlene traveled to Yakima.Wasl~. last June 
and met with Chuck ~ B i ] 1 i e Wo rth i n . They 
hadn't seen each other since 19+5. D i scuss-
ed old times in the !~R platoon. Ray also 
1 ocated Bob Ra 1 1 i son , they both came from 
the same town , entered ~ discharged from the 
service the same t i me o Now on to St . Lou i s 
Ray and meet some of the other 'guys°. 

WILLIAM BECKETT..Hgs. Co. 254th Inf..228 
White Oaks Circle, Bluffton, SC 29910. . B i 1 1 
enjoyed Roger Johnson's European tour last 
September. He and Dorothea wi 1 1 be joining 
us i n St . Louis , and expects a good t urn-
out of the folks who were with on the tour. 

ALBERT PARSONS . . Co . "A" 254th 1 n ~F. . 7700 G 1 ea -
son Rd . , Knoxvi l le , TN 3 7919 . . A 1 i s a re-
t fi red stockbroker after 25 years with Paine 
Webber, on Oct . 1 , 1987, just before the 
crash. Now, that was good timing Al. He en-
joyed his first reunion i n Lou i sv i 1 1 e, and 
is looking forward to St. Louis. 

HAVE J1, OU Fit Z~ 1̀,J OUn SUES 

Z ~ NOT ~'O ZT NOW . . . Z"H~4NK ~l ,f OU. ! ! 

oar Tbo~4 Pvt~~~c~To®aye, / 
Pfl,~ASf Co~►~i®ER 
~~#~►r YPdfb ~6t E '~ f4F~E 

PV~~.iSN SoIM~Tt~t~G 
~oQ ~vERvo~E ~ Ae~D 
SoM~ ~~o®6E ~►~E 
/►Lea~rS lOoKe~ G 
~~F~t ~1 ~ S ~A i[ ~ S ! ° ~ 



JAMES J . BECK. . 718th FA SU Bt ry . .2240 Bour-

bonnais St., Kankakee, IL 60901..James is a 

new member who was sepe rated by the f 1 ock 

by me i n Mai l Bag . James joined the 63rd i n 
'43, and was with the Division al l the way, 

discharged i n Nov . ' ~5 . He never knew we 
had an assoc. unt i 1 a buddy of his found 
him and told him. Is anxious in receiving 
and reading the B1 ood ~ Fire. (thanks James ) 
Let ° s not forget Katherine, you know, St. 
Louis i n August . Got you back i n the fol d 
James, we don't want to lose you again. 

CLARENCE TENNEY. .AT 253rd 1of. .4313 Lane Rd 

Perry , OH 44081 . . C 1 a rence retired 5 years 
ago . He and Mary raise some garden produce , 
do very l ittle travel l ing , but enjoy s ho r t 
runs over the northern part of the state. 
Both a 1 so enjoy what they are doing as they 
have no more clocks to punch. 

PERSHING CHITWOOD..Medics 255th..Rt 1-Box 
217, Winfried, TN 378g2. .Pershing claims 
that he sti l l going strong, but at a slower 
pace. He contacted Jo Finlay "H" 255, G. 
Kauffman Medic 255, and would 1 i ke to hea r 
from old buddies Harry Simpson , Pau 1 C i zma r 
~- S. Scrapchansky. He ~ Pri 1 1 ie wi 1 1 be 
joining us in St. Louis. 

~' I LL lAM LOVEKI N. .Co. "F' ° 253rd. . RD#8 Box 128 
Johnstown, PA 159o9..Bi 1 1 writes, that if 
Jim Dugan can't find that 1 i tt1 e place (??) 
he can always come to Johnstown. With al l 
that flooding, it's st i 1 1 on the map. St i 1 1 
is a ONE COW RANCHER, and goofs off the 
rest of the time. Jim ca 1 1 ed me (editor) , 
as he and Het en were 1 eavi ng for Alaska i n 
the near future, say ° s h i to the gang. Now 
Bi l l if Jim gets back in time for the re-
un i on , I suggest ,he bring back a couple of 
i cebergs for the drinks . Also ask Jim, who 
John is???? 

IRWIN LIEBERMAN..Co."I" 255th Inf..124 Nan-
dina Ste , Phi la., PA 19116..Irwin received 
his basic training at Camp Wheel es, GA. 
After his furlough, was sent to LeHarve, 
France, and joined the 63rd near Saarga-
m i nes . Was wounded and evacuated to Paris , 
then to England. I t wasn't unti l recent] y 
that he found out about our assoc. He was 
driving along a main blvd. , and noticed a 
fami l iar insignia on a rear bumper, pul l ing 
along side the vehicle, asked the driver 
to please join him off the road, and that-
is how Irwin ~ Al Conti first met. "What 
an emotional experience seeing that insig-
nia for the first time since my discharge". 
Your on a ro 1 1 i rw i n , expect to see you ~ 
Marjorie in St. Louis. 

DAUiD B. GROTHAUS..Sp.Tr. Medical Detchmnt. 
520 Dunkirk Rd . , Ba 1 t i mo re, MD 21212 . . Dav i d 
i s a~~ o r i g i na 1 member, who attended the 
dinner in New York, which was held at the 
Headquarters Resturant, at which Gen. Hibbs 
ate his dinner out of a messkit. He also 
attended the first meeting in Washingtonm 
Due to cancer i n his eye and face, he i s 
house-bound, and won't be ab 1 e to attend 
anymore reunions , but has fond memories of 
the many reunions he did attend. David, 
wi l l try to keep those fond merry r i es ~ l i ve 
in the Blood ~- Fire. 

HARRIS GOLDMAN..Co."L" 254th Inf..12001 
Old Columbia Pike, Si lver Springs, MD 20904 
Harris that he enjoys the Blood ~ Fire. . . o 
That the imp roved paper ~ printing qua 1 i ty 
is great, same goes for the half-tone 
photos.Ends with, the black ~ white this 
good, we don't have to think about color. 
Harris you sure made my printers day, as 
for myself , am speechless (no comments 
please) thanks, appreciate the PR .....Nate 

RICHARD D. KOGLER..Co."M" 254th Inf..1555 
Cast 1 eberry Dr. , Baton Rouge, LA 70815. . . 
Dick 6ret i red 2 years ago, as Vice President 
-Engineering of Baden Chemical . Enjoys golf 
1 oaf i ng and travel ing. He joined the 63rd 
short 1 y after he 1 eft Camp Bl and i ng. Was 
wounded at Colmar and spent 10 months i n 
the hospital. Has never been to a reunion, 
and may make i t to St . Louis . Fran., start 
packing those bags , send i n your hotel ~ 
pre-registration form, and you gat him hook 
ed 9 see you both i n August . 

WALLACE WiP~KLER..S-2, 2nd Bn. 254th Inf... 
5020 Lake Circle Court, Columbia, MD 21044. 
Wal lace was one of the early,"fi l ler offi-
cers", to report to Camp Bl and i ng, and en-
joyed training with the 63rd. Was shipped 
out to the ETO in May '44p and soon after-
ward he was attached to HQ~ Ninth US Army 
i n an Intel 1 i Bence Rol 1 . Retired from the 
DOD, i n Feb . ' 83. He credits his excel 1 ent 
beginning for a wonderful career to the 
63rd Infantry Division. 

JAMES DRISCOLL..Co."H" 253rd Inf..148 Fores-
ter St . , San Francisco, CA 941 12. . James i s 
retired, and now works as a volunteer at 
UAMC hospital in San Francisco. Has 3800 
hours i n volunteer time, and gave g gal lons 
of blood to vets at the Ueterans Hospital . 
James would 1 i ke to hear from members of 
Co."H". Agnes, what have you been feeding 
James? ? Take him to St .Louis , he needs a 
change , 2 0 , a, , to meet o i d buddies ~ the ' 'o l d 
Sa rge' ' Joe Fa 1 kens to i n . 



DANIEL FUNK..Co."I" 255th Inf..6520 Visi-

tat i on D r. , Cincinnati , ~H ~+52~8. . Dan and 
Mary wi 1 1 be joining us in St. Louis. He 
wou 1 d 1 i ke to know i f there are any HAM 
`OPERATORS in the association. His cal l let-

te rs are W8QEQ. To a 1 1 you "HAMS" out there 
give Dan "a hol 1 er", and expect al 1 of you 
in St. Louis, maybe start your own c1 ub or 
communication l ine. 

RAYMOND HANCHAR. . Co. "F" 253rd I of . . x+10 
Jones Ave. , Maquoketa, IA 52060. . Ray i s en-
joy i ng retirement. Also enjoys reading the 
B~F. Came across a hotshot from his home 
town of Rome, NY, and wi 1 1 drop pima l ine. 
Ray, you can do much better than that, the 
°old Sa rge Sm i t ty" expects you and Ruth to 
attend our reunion i n St . Louis , that goes 
for the rest of Co. "F" as wel 1 . 

UiNCEI`!T FEALY..Hgs. Co. 253rd Inf..16B West 
mi aster Dr, , Yonkers , NY 10710. . The 1 ast 
reunion Uince attended was in Wash. D.C., 
but expects that he and Joan wi l l be jo i n 
i ng us i n St . Louis . He i s now retired 
after 30 yea►'s with the Chemi cai Bank, and 
compl iments the staff for the excel lent 
B~F. Thanks Vince...staff consists of one.. 
your Editoro 

RAYMOND MASCIO..Hgs. 861st FA..28 Rosel le 
Ave. , P1 easantvi 1 1 e, NY 10570. . Ray under-
wen t open-heart s u ~~ge ry i n ~{ 9$7, and i s 
sti l l not ful ly recovered. Bel ieves the 
1 ast reunion he attended was either Wash . , 
D.C. or Orlando, FL. Ray, you gEt wel l real 
soon , so you can join us at one of our up® 

. . 
coming reun e on s . 

JOHN WATERS . .563rd S i gna 1 . . X917 G reenb rook 
Dr. , Charlotte, NC 28205. . John i s my s i de-
ki ck photographer at our business meetings, 
and puts fi lm i n the camera . (no comments 
please) He ca 1 1 ed to inform me tG~at he 
couldn't ~~ar i to due to ~0 stitches i n h i s 
hand. Uisited recently with Sam Daniels in 
Birmingham, AL who was in the 563rd. The 
563rd had their mini recent 1 y i n Cha r1 es-
top, SC, and everyone had a bal l. John, on 
your way to St. Louis with Hazel , pick up 
Sam and take him along, make sure you have 
a pen & appl ication, sign him up. Take 
care of that hand, see you both in August. 

ROBERT A. KELSEN..Co."C" 255th Inf..~007 
So. Hempstead Circle, San Diego, CA X2116. 
Bob i s retired and joined the 63rd as a 
replacement. He and Gloria planned to at- 
tend the European Tour, but due to i 1 1 Hess 
they had to cancel out . He recent 1 y joined 
the Cal if. Chapter. Bob, you attended the 
Las Uegas reunion , missed Lou i sv i i l e, now 

you and Gloria, have catch-up to do, see 
you both in St. Louis. 

EARL W. SHAW. .AT 253rd Inf. . RT1 Box 94. . . . 
Lynch Station, UA 24571. .Earl joined the 
assoc. in '86. Claims he was the second 
oldest man in his company, as he had already 
reached the ripe old age of the 1 after 20' s 
but felt he had more stamina, than those of 
a more "tender age' ̀ . (Ear 1 your on your own 
on this cane, Nafie) He i s happ i 1 y married to 
Estel le, who is a member of the FFU, DAC, 
DAR, and the Jamestowne Society. Being a 
Yankee, and not having any ancestors who 
resided in Jamestowne before 1616, he can-
not become a member of the Society . Don' t 
fuss about i t Earl , you are a member of the 
63rd, and you can take- Estel 1 e to our 
reun ion in St. Louis. 

DWIGH6~~ H. EARLY, Jr. .AT 25~+th Inf. .2118 Tim-
berlane, Wheaton, IL 60187..Dwight got lost 
i n the shuff 1 e, and to make sure he i s al -
ways paid up, sent i n $~+0 for 1 i fe member® 
ship. You just bought yourself a heck of a 
deal Dwight. He was a S/Sgt. ~ 1st Lt. with 
his unit. Enjoys the B~F, and hopes to see 
everyone i n St . Louis , ~ at future reunions . 

WILLIAM ALBRIGHT. .Co. ° 'G" 25~+th Inf. .Bridge-
water Col 1 ege, Bridgewater, UA 22812. . B i l i 
is another that got lost in the shuffle, ~ 
also paid for a i i fe membersh i p. He joined 
the 63rd i n Uan Dorn i n ' ~~ . P 1 ans to get 
i n touch with men from his unit , got some of 
the names from our "Ro 1 1 Ca 1 1 ' ̀  roster, a f to r 
our Louisvi 1 le bash. He plans to join us in 
St . Louis , and get together with some of 
the guys from Co . ' ̀ G" . 

EUGENE BOSCH..Hgs. Co. 3rd Bno 253rd Inf... 
132 E . Warren S t . 9 Bever 1 y , NJ 08010 . . Two 
years ago, Eugene and his wife Winifred 
celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary. 
That year they made a trip to Germany to 
visit his sister and brother also the i r 
fami l ies . He wi l l never forget the privi lege 
and thr i 1 1 , when his Captain &Major, gave 
pima 5 day pass when the war i n Europe was 
over, so that he could visit with his pa r-
ents and sister i n Stuttgart, which was a 
heap of Tubb 1 e and i n French occupat i on o He 
found them al ive q and fortunately they l ived 
on a hi l lside, as the house was da«aged but 
1 i vabl e. Later he was transferred to Mi 1 i -
ta ry Gov't . , and stationed i n Munich , as an 
i n to rpe rte r un t i 1 his discharge because he 
was 36 years o 1 d . 

S~.~ 
6.J 

r LL ~ V i 6 .=~/1./.-~.L~ P ♦ 1► ♦ ~i.~'\/6ir.lb~ 

Not the way the song goes but See Ya! 



CLAUDE ATKI NS, S r. . Co. "G" 255th I of . .8936 
Grove Ave. , Berrien Springs, MI 49103-1371 . 
Claude i s retired after 33 years with Ty t e r 

Ref r i g . Corp . Has been married to his 1 ove-
ly wife Dorothy for 41 years. (How did you 
do it Dorothy????) . Claude enjoys loafing 
and going to reunions, one out of 2 is not 

to bad. C1 cr ude, would 1 i ke to see more of 
his buddies from Co. "G" attending our re-
unions. Your on the bal l on that one Claude 

ORA A. TWISS..Co."B" 263rd Engrs..1318 
Southgate Ave. , Lou i svi 1 1 e, KY 40212. . Ora 
stayed with the Army, and retired i n 1966. 
Attended a meeting at Ft. Meyer, UA in '49 
but being on active duty, he did not join 
up. Ora Anita joined us in Louisvi l le, 
couldn't attend any of our functions, as 
he had to go to work. We hope that i n the 
near future Ora, you and Anita wi l l be 
able to attend more of our reunions, and 
stay for the whole, "enjoyable shindig". 

GIFFORD KiRCHDOERFER..Co"H" 255th fnf.... 
2519 N.W. 69th Terr., Gainesvi l le 9 FL 32606 
Gifford i s retired , and moved from S i i ve r 
Springs , MD to our Sunshine State. He and 
Anna attended our Lou i sv i 1 1 e bash and saw 
a number o f his old b udd i es o Gifford , yo u 
and Anna, our WELCOME to join our F1 or i da 
mini's, and meet some mighty nice folks. 

RALPH Ko SMITH, J r. . Hqs . Co. 2nd Bn .255th 
P . 0 . Box 150 Locust Va 1 1 ey , NY 11560 . . Ra 1 ph 
has been an attorney for 36 years , to keep 
it in the fami ly, his son wi l l become an 
Ass°t District Atty. this year. He was 
happy to hear that Sgt . Ed Patterson , re-
ceived the British Mi 1 nary Cross. Also 
mentions that he was behind Ed 2-17-45, 
return i ng~~rom behind the German 1 i nes, 
when they~the minefield. Ed 1 os t his 1 of t 
leg, and right arm. Ra 1 ph received a tiny 
sl iver in the chest, and feels that Ed 
Patterson was a great "So 1 d i e r" . So do we . 

ERNEST PORTER. .563rd Signal..1778 Maywood 
Rd. , So. Eucl id, OH ~~ 121 . . E rn i e coul dn' t 
make i t to Lou i sv i 1 l e, due to knee and 
ankle surgery. Has 15 grandch i 1 dren. (With 
that back- up crew, no one picks on gran d-
pa o r grandma) . Ernie ~ Kay hope to j o i n 
us i n St . Louis i n August . 

JAMES "J ! N'i" NELSON . . ° 'A" Bt ry 861st FA. . . 
7336 Elvin Court, Norfolk, UA 23505. J i m 
can't do much travel 1 i ng as Anne had 1 ung 
cancer 1 ast year, and i s recovering s 1 owl y 
Al 1 "Our Prayers° 1 are with her Jim for a 
comp 1 ete recovery . 

.~4.~ ~~Ll ~.~1~ Z~l ~1 L~Z ZZ~C~ZSZ~.Z"ZOI~I ~C~Jt~S 1 ~ 
~~" 1~~ o ..d . v . vo o ~~ ~,~1 1 1 

lUA P. OGDEN. .Co."E" 254th Inf. .Rt.6 Box 
143, Mena, AR 71953• • Iva writes that he 
can't complain, he is doing fine, and that 

he and Alta wi l l be celebrating their 50th 
Wedding Ann i versary on Dec. 24th 1988. Iva 
why don't you and Alta, join us in St. Louis 
am sure al 1 your old buddies wi 1 1 be happy 
to do a 1 ittle pr-e-celebrating with you 
folks. 

JOE FALKENSTEIN..Co."H" 253rd Inf..2701 N. 
Shore Dr. , Evansv i 1 1 e, I N 4771 1 . . Joe was 
1st Sgt. of "H" Co., and being a good 63rd 

'er, he just brought i n two "lost sheep" 
into our asssoc. Garn i er "Granny" Grand i er 
and Myron M►ost i . Myron was found i n a very 
unique way. Joe had an old "V" letter ad-

dressed to Myron, dated 1845. Didn't re-
member why he held onto the 1 etter unt i 1 
1985. He happened to be home i n Wheeling , 
W. UA that year, and cas ua 1 1 y mentioned i t 
to one of his brothers, His brother re-
pl ied, that he thought he knew Myron, and 
the search was on . 1 n 1986 , Joe persona 1 1 y 
del ivered the letter to Myron after 40 yrs. 
Since then a personal friendship was for-
med . By the way , the 1 et to r was from My-
rons mother, and she was st i 1 1 al ive when 
he del ivered the 1 et to r . Like the movies 
used to, that was a happy ending. 

W! LL IAM M. HARRI NGTOt~. . 718 FA Btry "C1 ° . . o 
3100 Bishop Rd. , Appleton, NY 14008. . Bi 1 1 
married a girl from Baton Rouge, and after 
44 years he and Irene are st i 1 1 going 
strong. Can't say the same for Bi 1 1 's hea-
1 th , he has been pa ra 1 i zed for 30 years . 
Recently he had a heart attack, and ended 
up in a Veteran's Hospital. After return-
ing home, he had a stroke and another 
heart attack. OK you guys from "C" Battery 
get that stationary out and start writing 
to Bi 1 l . Al 1 our Prayers are with you Bi 1 1 . 

JERRY HIGGINS. .Co."H1 ° 253rd Inf. .345 So. 
53rd St. , Lincoln, NE 68510. . Jerry has 
been retired from the 1 umbe r business fo r 
about a year- . Would 1 i ke to join us i n St. 
Louis, but due to his wifes i l lness, wi l l 
not be ab]e to make it. He agrees with Big 
John Kinney f ram Ca 1 i fo rn i a , who was with 
"H" Co., that John was the youngest Staff 
Sgt., but he claims that John neglected to 
mention, he was also the ugl iest. Easy 
John , Jerry says he was on 1 y k i dd i ng ~ Boy , 
I thought Iwoul d have to cal 1 the o1 d 
Barge Joe Falkenstein of "H" for an assist. 

I aye ~ 1~~ ;~ Z"C~ ~,~ Z~C~ L>4.~.dC~.~ c~ .~.2~~"C~~,t ~.~ 
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JOHN L. WITMER..63rd Div. Finance. .2313 
Chestnut St. , Camp H i 1 1 , PA 1701 1  
John has kept in contact with a number of 

men who were in the finance section, thru 
the years . A n umbe r of years back, he v i s-
i ted parts of the 63rd area he was i n . . . . . 
including people he stayed with in Mitter-
sheim and Alsace. Has been to a number of 
reunions years ago, i n Phi 1 adel ph i a and 
New York, but none recently John 
has been around the world twice, and has 
many fond memories . John , you should have 
kept your bags packed and joined us at one 
of our reunions . 1 is not to 1 ate, you can 
start by joining us in St. Louis. 

HARVEY L. DAVIS. .263rd Engrs. . 1310 Wood-
f i el d Dr. , Jackson , MS 3921 1 . . Ha rvey was 
one of the men who was at Van Dorn at two 
different times . Nov. ' 42--July ' 43, with 
the 99th Div. July '43 to Apri l '44 U.S. 
Air Force. Apri 1 °44 assigned to Co."B" 
263rd Engineers a t Tian Dorn , and ended up 
in the same barracks, when he was with the 
99th Div. He spent a couple of weeks with 
a rifle platoon , unt i 1 they d i scovered that 
he had previous training i n combat eng i -
neers. The balance of his time in the ser-
vice was spent with the engineers, and 
came home from Germany i n March ° 46 . Was 

~\ em to eel with the Farmers Home Adm. unt i 1 p y 
1977, then opened his own Financial Con-
sulting business. In the last issue of the 
B~F, he noticed the name of Albert McCoy, 
and plans to write to him, as he was in 
Harvey's platoon. Has plans to visit France 
~ Germany i n the near future, and i f any-
one has any information as to names of 
places ~ locations where we were, he wool d 
appreciate hearing from them. Harvey , you 
asked the where-abouts of other 263rd' ers , 
why don't you and Johnnie join us i n St . 
Louis , you may have some of those questions 
answereo B i 1 1 Snyder of ° 1A" 263rd, has been 
attending our reunions for quite sometime, 
and am sure can assist you. Give i t a shot. 

CHARLES KUEHNER. . 3 rd Bn . Hqs . Coe 254th I n f 
and S1/ Co. 255th I nf. .40 Mountain Ave. , 
Princeton , NJ 08540 . . Cha rl, i e started out 
with the 98th Div. i n Camp Breckenridge and 
moved out w i ththe o r i g i na 1 63rd cadre. He 
made WO (JG) i n Van Dorn and he says he got 
"the a1 i expense paid trip to Europe." 
After the war, he was sent to Gen. Eisen-
hower ° s SHAEF-HQS . as Personnel Officer i n 
the Economic Div. P robab 1 y his major con-
t r ibut i on i n that job was , to get his p i c-
ture taken (on the Q.T.) with his foot on 
the front bumper of Ike's Cadi l lac, acting 
1 i ke i t was his . He retired from AT~T i n 

1982, and is current]y doing a book on the 
stock market for DOIN Jones-Irwin. and hopes 
to meet the o 1 d gang i n St . Louis . 

CHAPTER NEWS   (they just made it) 

INDIANA..OHIO KENTUCKY CHAPTER 

The I .0. K Chapter, held the Spring get-to-
gethe r at the Frobe rgs near G ranv i 1 1 e, OH 
on Sat. Apri l 9th 1988. 

The business meeting was conducted by the 
Chairman, Ed Fowle, and included a final 
recap of the Louisvi 1 le 1987 Reunion. Also 
plans for our fal l outing, about the 15th 
of Oct. ' 88, i n the Spr i of i el d/Dayton area. 

Fol lwowing lunch, the group visited the 
vi l lage of Granvi l le. We visited the Robin-
son "I_. ~ ~~ v-Sty 1 e" home bu i 1 t around 1871. and 
continuously l ived i n by the Robinson fam-
i l ies unti l Mrs. Robinson's death in 1981. 
Spec i a 1 showings of undergarments of yeste r-
year were featured. The Rob i nson-Hunter/ 
Avery Downer House, original ly bui lt in 1842 
was toured--noting some outstanding examples 
of Ohio craftmanship exhibited in this old 
home. Latter 1 i steel i n the National Register 
of Historic P1 aces. 

Cockta i t s and dinner were enjoyed by a l l a t 
the Best Western in Newark. 

Submitted by Char. ~ Froberg. . . . 

63QM Camp B/andirg, Florida. ~ rank Benvenoto and "Hotshot Bud-
dies" 

l-he Blood and Fire Band brought VE day to Bad Mergentheim. 
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SECRETAP~Y'S DILEMA!! 

HOT SHOTS. .WHO HAVE NOT REPLIED!! 

One of my first goals was to identify 
~ send letters to al i "HOTSHOTS" who 

by ovens i ght, I ' m sure, have 1 ast 
paid dues prior to 198 . I have been 
gratified to hear from so many o f yo ~~ , 
but hoer about the rest of you guys, 
"making my day", ~ send i n your dues . 
With the increased costs in postage 

~ printing, the annual $5, just 
covers the 3 issues o f the B~F. 

My thanks to those who repl ied, and 
here's hoping ! hear from the res t 
shortly. 

Tom 

~~:~~me-on guys, make his day)  

~~ d ~h~ ! ! 1~ A~W ~~ ZE E 63-r-cl C~l.~'~ ~ 

Z~uu~.. t a~.~ o~ f~. o~u ba.~e beers. c~.s ~Z. i rub- ~o r o s o o . 9 ~~,,~ ~ ~ 0 0~ ec~.e ~-~ o . o . , 

11~ca~Z.e ~o~.~- checl~.s o~~ ~o the 63~-c1 ~r~. ~i v . ~l.ssoc . o . o o czrLd ~~ ~ ~~® 

Z"~t~ ~.~5~~, o e 19 W 565 1Jee~r-~at~. ~.,re.. , 1 emora.~ ➢ ~:~. 6~~9 
(eost o~ rr~~ 1 ink is in the price) 

OL l U~ /N~~~ ~ S~ I ~1..~ 

Y~LLOuI 
BAcK~Rv~~ 
~SLuaR9 

RED 7`rP~ 
¢` fLAM~ 

TO: TOM L_ A SZ KA 
19 W. 565 ~~~eerpath Ln. 
Lent®nt, O ~ 60439 

63rd DIVISION ASSOCIATION DUES EOF~M a 

Name 

Address 

63rd knit 

  Zip Code  

Wife's Name Annual Dues $5.00 Life Membership $40.00 

Tell us about yourself!  



Mail Reservation Form To: S`I: LUIS ~~C10 ATTN: ROOM RESERVATIONS o 
PAVILION DOWNTOWN 

ONE E ROADWAY 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63102-1772 

❑ SINGLE 
❑ DOUBLE 
❑ TWIN . . 
❑ TRIPLE . 
❑ QUAD . . 

63rd INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION 
REUNION DATES: Wednesday, August 3—Sunday, August 7, 1988 

DEADLINE FOR GUARANTEED ROOMS: JULY 11, 1988 
Reservations received after 7/11/88 are accepted on a space available basis only! 

~•••eo•o•o•s•esoQe®•eo•••o•0000••e•e•e••a••ooe•••••••o•••••••••eoo••••o•••o••••• 

CHECK (,~) ROOM ACCOMMODATIONS PREFERRED: 

(1 person, 1 bed) 

(2 people, 1 bed) 

(2 people, 2 dbl . beds) . . 

(3 people, 2 beds) . 

(4 people, 2 beds) . 

$50.00 per night 
50.00 per night 
50.00 per night 
50.00 per night 
50.00 per night 

❑ PARLOR ❑SUITE Rates available upon request. 

❑ Handicap Access Room Requested 
❑ Non-Smoking Room Requested 

❑ UVritten c®nfirmation requested 
$ Dep®sit encl®sed Make check or 
money order payable to Marriott's Pavilion Hofel 
PLEASE DO NOT SEND CURRENCY 

ee~m~eo•®®•o®eA•••0000••000®ego•mo•o®o•eoe~o~eeo•eo~o~s••®s••~•ves•eo•®oea•0®eooao®o~e~~•ssoe®®®ooe®sus,

Please reserve accommodations for: (PRINT OR TYPE) ®One night deposit is required to guarantee your room reservation. 

NAME  DATE 
LAST FIRST 

ADDRESS 

CITY  STATE ZI P CODE 

SHARING ROOM WITH  NO.OF PERSONS 

SIGNATURE PHONE NO. 

Month Day 

Arrival Date 

Year 

Arrival Time 

Month Day 

Departure Date 

Year 

Check In Time 4:00 p.m. 

Check Out Time 12:00 p.m. 

IMPORTANT DEPOSIT INI=ORMATION 
The St. Louis Marriott Pavi l ion Downtown can only confirm and 
guarantee your reservation request when accompanied by one night's 
$50.00 deposit (room rate plus 9.85% tax). This deposit may be made 
by check, money order, or by using any of the following credit cards: 

e ROOM TAX SUBJECT TO INCREASE 

American Express, Diners Club, VISA, or Mastercard. If paying by 
check or money order, please include the arrival date on the face of the 
check. If you do not honor your reservation on the day of arrival or the 
reservation is not cancelled before 4:00 p.m. on that day, the room wil l 
be billed for one night and reservation will be cancelled. 

CREDIT CARD # EXPIRATION DATE 

NAM E AS IT APPEARS ON CARD:  

❑ AMX ❑CARTE BLANCHE ❑DINERS CLUB ❑VISA ❑ MASTERCARD 

~lnn~ ttn~ +fixe 
63rd Division Association

63RD Inf. Div. Assn. 
T. W. Liszka, Secy. 
19 W. 565 Deerpath 

Lemont, IL 60439 
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Forwarding and Address Correcfion:~Requesfed' 
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