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1.1.ood and .Fire 

MARLENE DIETRICH, her gorgeous gams concealed by OD 
trousers, pauses at the Siegfried Line to speak with Pvt. Don Wil­
son, of Indianapolis. Wilson, a member of the I & R Platoon, 
253d Inf., was one of the first men of the 63d to pass through the 
German defenses. 

Tribute to the Comiilander-1n·-chiel 
This tribute to the memory of President Roosevelt was 

written by T/5 Sy Bernhard, and appeared in the April 13 edition 
of Redlegs, Division Artillery bulletin, of which he is the editor: 

Today our nation is heartsick: Heartsick because the wheel­
chair stands empty in a bedroom in the White House; heart­
sick because the jaunty cigaret holder -lies unused on the desk 
cluttered with the things of the seafarer; heartsick because 
the halls are silent of the echo of the booming laugh.... our 
President is dead. 

The world need not hurry to erect a monumE'nt to his great­
ness, for he created many in his lifetime. His monuments lie 
in the hearts of people all' over the world, for none was un­
touched by him. 

On the lips of slave-workers huddled in hovels his name 
was a whispered prayer for freedom. To men shackled by a 
most powerful tyrant, his name was the faith that broke the 
eternal night of their lives. To men who wandered the friend­
less streets of their cities, desolate and discouraged, his name 
brought labor and I estored their human ditrnity. To 1he little 
people of his country, confused and frightened, his name 
brought protection and courage. 

His monuments were built in his day, ever enduring beyond 
the scorns of Time. Many times he cleared the haz~ of uncer­
tainty that settled over our land, shared his greai: courage 
with us, and so again, even in death, we need not be afraid. 
He laid firm foundations for the future; the plans are sure 
and clear before us, for he shared his vision with us and 
we believe. 

In sacrificing his life for his country, he can rest with his 
comrades on other battlefields, safe in the knowledge that 
the fight will be won and the freedom maintained. In his 
greeting was his greatness ... he called the people of the world 
his !riends, and that friendship goes beyond the grave to 
et~mty. 
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63 d Is Bailed 
For- ,Siegfried Push 

Commendation for the Division's ac­
complishment in cracking the Siegfried 
Line and official recognition of the fact 
that the 63d was the first unit of the 
Seventh Army to do so comes from 
Maj. Gen. F. W. Milburn, commanding 
the XXI Corps, to which the Division 
was assigned at the time of the break· 
through. 

In a commendation addressed to 
Gen. Hibbs, Gen. Milburn said: 

~11 is my desire to commend you 
and the officers and enlisted men 
undf'r your command on the proud 
accomplishment of being the first di­
vision of the Seventh Army to effect 
a complete breakthrough of the stub­
born defenses of the Siegfried Line. 

"The matchless valor and the sru­
' dierly aggressiveness exhibited on this 

occasion are in the finest traditions ot 
the service. · 

"The successful penetration and re­
d uction of these defl!nses 'Qre but. 
another reflection of your superb gen­
eralship and of the exemplary fighting 
spirit of the 63d Inf. Div.,, 

In passing on Gen. Milburo's re­
marks to the men of the DivisioQ, ' 
Gen. Hibbs wrote: 

"I am pleased and proud lo p3SS'OII ,": 
--ti,. !:he -~eers·-~·- me11 ~ b!''-' •. -~ 

the Siegfried Line the Carps ColQil· 
mander's appreciation of thelt efforts. 
Coming from a fine commander, this 
well-deserved pr;iise expresSeS also 
my evaluation of your efforts. .. 

255th Noncom Invents 
Anti-Sebo Mine Device 

A former insurance salesman bas. 
invented a device which will effect• 
ively neutralize the Schii mine. He is 
Sgt. George D. Robinson, Hq. Co-. 2d 
Bn., 255th Inf. His home is io Port­
land, 0. 

Sgt. Robinson, who wears the Purple 
Heart for wounds received from mor­
tar fire near Habkirchen, witnessed 
attempts to blow Schii mines with ar-. 
tillery, WP, machine gun fire and flame 
throwers, all of which proved ineffect­
ive. 

Following an appeal made by Lt. CoL 
Glenn Y. Williamson, Division Chemi­
cal Officer, for ideas on the subject, 
Sgt. Robinson submitted his device •• 
The machine consists of a series of 
15 individual wheels each 12 inches in 
diameter with 5½-inch steel prongs, 
two to a wheel. The frame is 42 
inches wide and may be guided by a 
handle 16 feet long. This affords com­
plete protection for the operator. 

The device can be operated over 
any terrain, as the wheels are flexible 
and will conform to irregularities in 
the ground. The mines are blown by 
contact with thl.! steel prongs on the 
wheels. 

The machine, which was first tested 
by Robinson, was constructed by H. 
& S. Co., 263d E ngr. Gen. Hibbs and 
Col. Williamson · .vitnessed the demon­
strations. 
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GREER GARSON usually wears 
8ldrts down to her instep but when 
she wears them up . to her step­
~ that's gams what am I 

GG ~~d bv MG Rout nuer Tank 
A Tiger tc1nk is no match -for a 

heavy machine gun and infantry­
men with guts. Ask Lt. Charles 
Rhodes, Co. H, 253d Inf. 

The 253d had pushed north of Klein­
blittersdorf in GermantJ and had at­
tacked a woods east of Bubingen. It 
was the task of the heavt) weapons 
t:ompantJ to secure the center of the 
woods, thus protecting the 2d Bn's 
right and left flanks east of the town. 

A customaft) enemt) counterattack 
was anticipated and Lt. Rhodes led his 
platoon in support of Co. F. to a trian­
gular position at the junction of two 
roads insi,1e the woods. The lieute­
nant, who~e home is in Shreveport, La., 
and two first gunners, Pfc. J. R. Ed­
wards, of Mt. Pleasant, Okla., and Pfc. 
William Schneider, of Staten Island 
N. Y., began to dig in. ' 

Thel) hardlt) had begun when the 
Nati counterthrust opened. Lt. Rhodes 
observed a, Tiger Tank, followed btJ 
'infantft), approaching to his front. There 
was no potential between the trio and 
Co. F except a platoon from Co. E. 

At approximatelt> 75 l)ards from 
Rhodes and his gunn~rs, the tank, its 
muzzle pointed toward foxholes ahead, 
opened up with its 88. The lieutenant 
ordered his gunners to blaze awal). 
The Tiger crunched on, but the Vanks 
stood fast, their machine gun spitting 
lead. The hail of metal forced the tank 
to button up. Then it wheeled about 
and fled, accompanied b9 the Kraut 
infantr9. 

The stand made bl) Lt. Rhodes and 
~is men prevented the , tank from split-, 
ting the defense positi ,n of the 2d Bn. 
a1d from threatening the securit9 of 
c,ptured Bubi~en. 

A' Lucky Star " 

It Still Shines for 255tb's Carpenter I • ' 

If there is such a thing as a 
lucky star, it still is shining for 
Pfc. I. E. Carpenter, of Minneapo• 
tis, a lineman in the communica­
tions platoons of Hq. Co., 1st Bn., 
255th Inf. 

It all started one night at Kleins­
muhl. Carpenter was out on company 
lines when an American patrol on its 
way to Jerryland came along. He im­
mediately hit the dirt. ulf there had 
been any trigger-happy Joes in the 
crowd it would have been TS for me", 
says Carpenter. 

It was near Blies-Ebersing that Car­
penter was on a line-lal)in~ job from 
Baker Co.'s CP to a machine gun nest 
near a railroad bridge just outside 
town. Unaware that the eneml) hat 
retaken some ground nearbl) and that 
the situation had changed, Carpenter 
started to lat> the wire. Mortar shells 
were coming in too frequentll) and too 
close. He thought thel) were frpm Ger­
man positiens, but found later thel) 
were American, plastering the Krauts. 

During the attack on the woods near 
Bubingen, ·carpenter, on a recon­
naissance tour of the territortJ crossed 
open terrain between the woods and 
the quarrl) mant) times without inter-

md,, ,Oimmd ! 
~{)oug{) f eueral iif ues of 

!Bloob nn\ ~ire l)aue been 
publisl)eb ·.n G3ermanl), t{)i~ is 
t{)e fitft ,,ctualltJ :printeb on 
occu:pieb foil. 

~s an illuftratiofl of ttf{)at it 
mig(Jt {)ave Iooteo life if tl)e :priut­
ers l)ab l)ab t{)eir toatJ, tl)is is f et 
in t{Je itJpe in to{)id) tl)el) pt'int 
tf)eir own publications. 

!me t{)ougf)t l)ou'b life to fee 
a f ample. 

Just Another Thing 
To Blame On Hitler 

Gentlemen, BLOOD AND FIRE ot­
fersyou an unusual assortement of sizes 
and kinds of type this week. Charge 
it all up to Hitler, who wasn't smart 
enough to make his people change 
the old-style "Fraktur" (script-like 
type) to the more modern letters used 
by the rest of the Western world. 

This is the first issue actually print­
ed entirely in Germany. The printers 
have plenty of "Fraktur", which is dif­
ficult for Americans to read, but not 
enough of any one size or kind of mo­
dern type to set BLOOD AND FIRE. 
Also there . are certain shortages of 
letters little used in German but com­
mon in English. The resulting mixture 
is what Yori are reading this week, 

Our chief printers are our allies - • 
three Belgians recently liberated from 
forced labo;r under the Nazis. One of 
them formerly was required to work 
in the local printshop, and he and his 
compatriots have agreed to help an 
Allied Army: newspaper. 

1 

ference from the eneml). A short while i 
later a man taking the same route 
encountered heavl) sniper fire. Later \ 
another man suffered a foot injul1) i 
from a schll mine. 

That same night a platoon from Able I 

Co. was cut off without communications. I 

Carpenter and another lineman started ' 
out with two· guides to run a line to 
the battailion CP. After about two 
miles the guides conceded their inabilih) 
to distinguish landmarks. The part?) 
retraced its route without incident. 
Next morning the platoon attacked and 
captured a group of houses and 46 
Krauts and uncovered an eneml) mine­
field, all 100 l)ards from where the 
linemen had been. 

The following night, while tft)ing to 
find the exact location of Charlie CP, 
Carpenter and a part?) of wiremen led 
bl) Lt. Bol)d Brown, platoon leader, 
entered Gntlin~en. A startled civilian 
shouted ,,Don t shoot!" With rifles 
pointed at him, he swqre there were • 
no Germans there. The wiremen con­
tinued along · and finalltJ located the 
CP at the edge of town. That same 
night a compant) of Germans pulled 
out of town. 

Sat)s Carpenter, ,,It's alt in a dal)'s 
or night's work, but it's a helluva 
wal) to make a living.'' 

Nine Techs Among 88 
Promoted by 254th 

The promotion of 88 enlisted men was annoonced 
recently by the 254th Inf, Nine men were advanced 
to technical sergeant, 42 to sta'if sergeant, and 37 
to sergeant. . 

Promoted to technical sergeant were: 
S1Sgfs, William F. Henkinson, Co. A; Carl M MaZ• 
zarelll, Co. B; Howard E. Homrlg, Co. D; Nick Vuk· 
manovitch and Francis C. Clark, Co. I; Leo F. Wright, 
AT Co.; John S. Stochmal. Co. F ; Daniel T, Har­
men, Co, C, and Charles G. Boudrie, Co. B. 

Advanced to staff sergeant: 
Pfcs, William M. Gannt, Co. A, and Gesna Da>la, 
Co. B: Sgts, Kerglous Crites, Co, B; Donald 8. O'Neill, 
Co. D, and Edwa"d N. Green, Merlin 0, Poat, Ir­
ving Peak and Robert Gray, all of Co I; Cpls. Gro­
ver C. Sharrock and Leon 8. Shoemaker, Co. D ; 
Sgts. James E. Johnson, Jr., William F. Henklmon, 
and Theodore Panczy <, Co, A; Kenneth C.Mc Kinney. 
Tony Targon and R~oert L. Turner, Co, B; Robert 
J, Carr, Other C. Wcolverlon, Jerry O. Wilson, Altan 
L. Cali, John C, Montgomery and N•cholas B. Mo­
rales, Co. C; John P. Cosgrove, Co D; Horold Grai, 
Jr., Joseph E. Herlan, Robert W. Enoch, Charles P. 
Helinskl and Walter F. Ammerman, Co. E; Tt5 Leo­
nard W. Theodore, Hq. Co., 2d Bn.; Sgts. Jemas R. 
Householder, Charles C. Quinby, Jr., and Walter J, 
Olszewski, Co. K; T14 Henry J. Pre,,/ey, Sv. Co,; 
Sgts. Amos M. Foster, Co. D ; Grady Martin and 
Anthony Berbergiovanni, Co. F: T14s Jack M. Ward 
and Jack S. Ven in, Co. F; Sgts. J. C. Watts, Co. 
L: and Gordon M. Gatlin, Gordon E o·BriltD and 
Louis J. Paulin, Co. M. 

Advanced to sergeant . 
Pfcs. Daniel J. Moran, Co. A; Daniel Goldsmiffl 
and Donald L. McKenny, Co. B ; Cpls. George L, 
Parnell, Co. D; Francis X. Sul/ ivan, Co M, and 
John Messina. AT Co.; T,5 Fred Clarke, Co. E: 
Pfcs. James E. Crow, Cc. E, and Edward Roman, 
Hq. Co .. 2d Bn.: Cpl. Tho.mas R. Barr. Hq. Co. 1st. 
Bn.; Pfcs. Howard S. Ripper. Co. A; Norman J, 
Eurice, Arthur J. Reid and Kenneth L. Carhell, all 
Co. B: Harold E. Pearce, John J. Hennings, Ed­
ward J. Paris, Severin A. Wieda, Victor J. Pa­
chols~i, L.ee Catoa" and Fielding R. Mag~ess, aH 
Co. C; W11/,am J. -childmyer, Co. D: Rooert W. 
Smith. Hq. 2d Bn.; Junior Sloan, Glenn J. Busiek 
and Orvel E. Stdes. Co. K; Cpl. Henry C. Kofsky, 
Ar Co.; Pfc. !'dmund R. Estrella and Cpl. John L. 
Harpe, Co. D , Pies. Juhn J. Zanzucchi, Wayne W. 
Burgess, Haro:d Smith, Albert E. Swegheimer, Car• 
roll H. Ryerson. Roi:Jag Dull, Jr., and Paul E. Long, 
all Co. F. 

bLOOD AND FIRE ,s the official new91)11per of 
and is oubLsr,eJ by and for men of the Blood and 
Fir, (63d) Infant y Division, APO 410, c10 PM, New 
YorK Capt. Jeorge Pavlicek, Dn,ision lnformatlon­
EdJcation Officer. Edi1or: T14 Thomas A. Hoc tor: 
Statf W, ite,; T14 Stodda0 d White. Stal Cartoon,st. 
Cp,. GI Fox. Sta ft Photo;ranner: J//, W11i1am chlf.. 
NOTIC:': : Maierial in this new11paper i• UD.• 
censored and may' not be sen, through ihe 
mail. lhis newspaper must not be allowed 
lo tgll W.q <t"l,C\,;aJI' ~ 



.-1 Division··Sidelights 
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!' ... Veteran Noncon(' . 
Becomes Officer 863d FA.--To Pfc. Joe (Sharpie) 

Komatch, of Btry. A's wire crew, goes 
credit for captu~ing the battali_on'I 
first German p11soners. " Sharpie, 
while covering the operations of the 

, crew, noticed a German crawling 
through the underbrush. He called to 
the prone one in his best Chicago 
German and the Heinle and three 
companions came out and gave them­
selves up. 

255th Inf.--T/5 Herbert Arbitblit, Sv. 
Co., ended his clothes marking diific­
ulties recently when he transferred 
from Hq. Co., 3d Bn. Both he and Pfc. 
Roy Feckley of the AT Plat have the 
same last four digits in their serial num­
bers, 0392. Experts i:eport that these 
numbers reoccur once ht every 100,000. 

Here's additional proof that those 
metal-covered Bibles really help. Lt. 
Donald C. Brockel, Co. C, had a nasty 

. burn across the chest and a dent in 
the cover of the Bible he carries in 
his breast pocket to prove it. 

862d F.A.--Members of the battalion 
discovered recently that three members 
of the only brother team believed to 
be in the 63d are in the 862d. At times 
T/4 Ernest Payette, Charlie FO, can 
wave to his brother Pfc. Homer Payette; 
263d Inf., from his foxhole on the line. 
In Hq. Btry. T/3 Mike Bencivengo and 
his brother, Sgt. Frank, are working in 
the CP. The Payettes are from New 
Bedford, Mass., and the Bencivengos 
hall from Plainfield, N.J. Frank Benci­
vengo was with a field artillery unit in 
Hawaii before being assigned to the 63d. 

Pfc. Jaek "Conrad" Nagel, New 
Orleans, a battery FO driver, probably 
oweshislffeto the fact that he grew 
tired of sitting In his parked jeep one 
day nearEnsheim and decided to take 
a little exercise. He had hardly com­
pleted a turn when an 88 shell crashed 
In the front of his machine. 

First men of the 63d Div. to cross 
the Rhine were Capt. Thomas Seibt), 
Ludington, Mich.; T/5 J. J. NewburtJ, 
Rochester, N. Y.; Sgt. Laurens Beck­
with, Richmond, Va,, and Cpl. Arthur 
Kline, Reading, Pa., all of Headquar­
ters Liaison Section. Thel) were atta­

, ched to the 160th F. A, of the 45th 
Div. 

254th. Inf. - Three members of Co. 
A found that there can be happiness 
even in foxholes. Lt. George Perro 
and Pfcs. Howard Hisel) and Charles 

, Munger were informed that each had 
become the father of girrls while thel) 
were sweating it out in:the front lines. 

Another stort) of jot) spreading comes 
from Co. C, where it is reported that 

,1st/Sgt. (now Lt.) Rocap and T/5 Jim 
Jimborsk9 took their phonograph from 

11oxhole to foxhole before a recent at­
tack to plat) such hits as .. One Meat 
Ball,. and ,,Rum a11d Coca-Cola." 

While being treated for a wound in 
the battalion aid station, Sgt. Albert 
Murphl), Alliance, 0., acting platoon 
;sergeant for Co. 0, discovered his 
'platoon leader had been seriousll) 
\wounded. Murphl) persuaded the aid 
,rnen to permit him to return to the 
1lines and led his outfit in the attack 
10n the Siegfried Line. 

To commemorate the smashing of 
the Siegfried Line Lt. Donald Ber­
man and 1st/Sgt. Bill Hubbard de­
signed a special banner for Co. K, a 
large "K" with a mailed fist smash­
ing a West Wall bunker. Gen. Hibbs 
autographed the banner for the "But­
cher Boys." 

During the Siegfried push_ a g_roup 
of Co. I men spotted a sniper in a 
tree and were adjusting their sights 
when an arty shell got him. A rifleman 
remarked "I could, have put him away 
for eight cents and that shot just cost 
35 bucks." 

861st F. A, - When Redlegs of the 
battalion rolled into Homburg thel) 
were greeted bl) a crowd of some 
2500 Poles, Russians, Vugoslavs and 
Fl)enchmen, all of whom had been 
slave laborers under the ,,Master Race". 
So delighted were they at their. libe­
ration that thel) · offered to join the 
US Army immediatell). Hundreds also 
were eager to serve as KPs. 

253d Inf. - When S/Sgt. Rot) (Pop) 
Kasner, Ft. Wat)ne, Ind., and Pfc. Phil. 
Lennon, Cleveland, go on a Kraut hunt 
thel) don't fool. An eneml) counterattack 
was pinning down men of Co. G. and 
machine gun fire sprat1ed whenever a 
GI raised his head. Kasner called to 
Lennon and together thel) set out to 
ftnd the Krauts. Before thel) finished 
their sortie thel) accounted for 10 dead 
Germans, captured sit and knocked 
out the machine gun nest. 

Div. Hq. and Hq. Co. - Two mem­
bers of Division Band, T/4 Alton Lan­
dis. New Ye>rk Citt,J, and Pfc. Solomon 
Jacobson, Brooklyn, on guard in Mos­
bach, bagged a cour:e of German 
prisoners. The Heinies, wearing civi­
lian clothes over uniforms, made the 
mistake of inquiring road directions 
from the Blood and Fire men, who 
spied the telltale green of the uniform 
sticking out beneath a civilian coat. 

T/5 Ted Tomalski, Terryville, Conn., 
is the Isaac Walton of Hq. Co. To­
malski netted four fat rainbow trout 
from a nearby stream by the simple 
expedient of flrinQ a small revolver 
near the fish. The impact of the 
bullets shocked the fish into insen­
sibility. 

G-4's Joe Summers is map happy. 
His map (not his face) is a smart 
chart with a classy acetate. One arrow 
marks the direction to the Yankee 
Stadium. There is no drive in that 
direction indicated. however. 

Hq. & Hq. Btry., Di'V. Arty--Al­
though the record established _by the 
mess crew of serving pie and cake. daily 
has been broken because of the rapid 
moves Division has been making recent­
ly, there is some cause for rej-Oicing. Th-e 
boys no longer have to worry about mix­
ing sugar and salt in their coffee.1/4 Joe 
Hadaway, Lubbock, Tex, finally has re­
ceived word that he is the father 
of a boy, Joe Dana Hadaway, Junior. 
He and his collea{!ues, T/4 Tony Vas­
ques, New York City; T/4 Joe Hamsa, 
Clarkson, Neb.,and T/4 Fred Wolff, 
New York City, hope to get back in 
the pastry business soon. 

Without the Nazi uniform they all 
look alike. BE WISE - DON'T 
FRATERNIZE! 

Although the "burrheads• whom he 
raised from raw recruits at Camp Van 
Dorn to combat soldiers in Hq. Btry., 
Div Arty, find it a little difficult to 
remember, it is now 2d Lt. Nicol Lein, 
and not "Sarge". 

A redleg for the Z1 years of his 
Army career, Lt. Lein has filled almost 
every job In the field artillery from 
gunner to topkick to sergeant-major. 

Although his ringing voice could -
and did - shatter the sturdy walls of 
his super-clean barracks back in the 
States, the lieutenant, now known as 
« Sir Voice• has other claims to fame. 

It's a safe bet that he can quote 
the correct Army Regulation or War 
Department Circular to cover any ques­
tion that may arise. 

With all his years of service, Lt 
Lein is about the best paid shavetail 
in the Army, pulling down the equi­
valent of a major's pay . 

Born in Leipzig, Germany, the Dol­
geville, N. Y., lieutenant had his great­
est day in the army when he stepped 
aboard the transport to get Into the 
scrap. But it still seems funny to the 
boys in the battery that the "master 
job" who used to eat out the shave­
tails is now one himself. 

Arnants Top Shows 
Diven .for Troops 

Featured by Kenning and Dolpf Ar­
naut, veteran vaudevillians, Division 
Special Service presented open air 
.shows for elements of. th1t 255th lpf., 
troops of Division DA'C and DCP lW)d 
other attached units r«x:ef\tly, To date 
the Arnaut brothers have appeared 14 
times before 63d soldiers. 

The brothers team proved, among 
other things, that a duet can be played 
on a single violin and that the same 
instrument can be played In many 
grotesque positions. Their bird act 
topped the shows. 

T/5 Arnold Spector gave a humorous 
imitation of Hitler and entertained 
with several skits. T/5 Paul Taubman 
was heard in a piano selection, •Be­
gin the Beguine." Heard also was ]ack 
Piede! an accordionist. The Division 
White' orchestra with Pfc. Irvin Rock­
lin and T/5 Artie Em~ler as soloists, 
and the Division Red Band with Sgt. 
John Campbell, soloist, played for the 
shows. 

Now It's Major Kearn 
The promotion of Harry J. 

Kearn, of Tiffin, 0., from c,ap­
tain to major was announced 
this week. Maj. Kearn is Divi­
sion Artillery Air Officer. His 
particular squadron is known 
as the "Black Panty Squadron•. 

It's YOUR life - "We cover an 
enemy tank or SP gun with smoke 
from grenad~s. or bazooka shells. 
Almost invaria~ly the tank or gun 
runs or is abandoned. If it does 
neither, we dose in under the 
smoke and des troy it." 
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~Med~ M'ldwiYes fiildWar's'Jongh BERNIE BLOOll 

It is just a trifle snide, to put it • 
• mildly, to criticize the Army's medical 
training program at this late and sue- · 
cessful date. ln view of a rush of ob­
stetrical business at Clr. Co .. 363d Med., 
however, a course in midwifery might not· 
bavc beep a · bad idea back ifl the States. 

Most notable incident in Co. D's 
baby business occurred recently on 
Adolf's side of the Siegfried Line. A 
wo~n arrived at0400 accompanied by 
two children and a rather uncomforta­
ble appearing Joe Kaput who turned 
out to be her neighbor and spokesman. 

They ushered the visitors in to T i5 
W. D. von Meyerfeld, New Vork City, 
who slings the gutturals with the best 
Olf them. Joe Kaput explained that the 
frau was in need of a pass that would 
let her get to her doctor. 

A few well placed questions unco­
vered the sobering fact that Frau Schultz· 
was closer than is fit to print to child­
birth. S/s'gt. Owen Burke of Colfax, Ky., 
was told to get an ambulance and Frau 
Scbwtz was placed on a litter. Von 
Meyerfeld, the two kids and Joe Kaput 
d.imbed in and off into the night they 
roared in search of the family doctor. 

The ambulance got just 300 yards 
when Von Meyrrfeld and Burke thought 
they heard something. At 305 yards 
they were sure of it. Somewhere in 
that ambulance - and anyone who 
ever heard the story about the birds 
and bees could guess where - a child 
was crying. 

Frau Schultz smiled a tired, womanly 
smile. Joe Kaput jabbered that they 
llad better hurry to the doctor's. The 
two kids on the side seat howled. Von 
Meyerfeld murmured to Burke that 
combat was g~tting tougher all the time. 

Jeep lackeys Too Busy 
Ta Take Kraut Towns 

The appearance of one or more Unt-
1ed States soldiers in a German 
town these days often causes the in• 

"Please close the door on your way ouL .. 

habitants to display their bed linen as 
quickly as tt caa be flullg to the 
breeze. 

11 happened that two of the 254th's 
Jeep jockeys, Cpl. Ken Taylor and T/5 

, Jim Kirkpatrick, drove into a pair of 
Garman towns neither of which had 
been previously entered by American 
troops. In the first the people immed­
ilBtely displayed their bedsheets and 
In the second a convalescing Kraut 
officer offered 10 surrender himself 
and 150 fellow patients. The jeep 
jockeys were loaded with supplies 
however, and could not accept. 

Passports to Heaven 
Five men recently assigned to the 

254th Inf. who were sweating out their 
rotation furloughs, finally received the 
go ahead signal and are on their way 
to the States for a much-needed rest. 
The men are T/Sgt. William F. Han­
kinson, Bronx, N. Y.; Pfcs. Raymond 
J. Jones, Henrietta, N. Y.; William H. 
Tates, Knoxdale, Pa.; and Emmet P. 
Stocking, Chicago, and Pvt. Thomas 
H. Smith, Estill, S. C. All five have 
been overseas since August, 1942. 

If It's Rabbits It's Not Fraternizing I 
In addition to their other duties, two while Hook gave the bunnies 

iOlemn-faced noncoms in the G-2 Sec· from his canteen cup. 
water 

have been plucking blades of grass They enlisted the services of MP 
in their back yard lately--- a conces- Sgt Alan Butter, of New York City, 
iion not to fraternization but to a hu- as interpreter with the neighbors. But­
manitarian attitude toward our four- !er couldn't remember the word for 
tooted friends. rabbit and spent some time inquiring 

Sgt. Arthur Christensen, of San of a woman the ingredients of Hassen. 
Francisco, and T/4Dick Hook, of Phil- pfeffer. The conversation becitrne in­
adelphia, discovered that, in ha,,:, 'y ordinately confused. When Butler said 
giving up their home, the householders the rabbits did not have enough to 
llad left behind two adult rabbit~ ;;;nd eat, the woman got the idea that But­
a litter of six newly-born young. ler, Christensen and Hook did not have 

The spectacle of tt1t::se piteous ani- enough to eat and either proposed to 
mals standing on their hind legs in eat the rabbits or wanted her to cook 
their hutches whemwer the two sol- some Hassenpfeffer for them. 
diers came near wai; too much. Finally the men got the idea across. 

"You can't just stand there and let Some time the next day someone 
the dust-bitten littl1! b-------s starve" came, opened the hutch, and took the 
Christensen said, a.11(\ he went do~n r:lbbita. _ _,. 

·on.his hands-and -"taees for;~ass .. ,.,,.•~.·t ., ~ ~· •. I ' • ' 

Ex-Orderly Made 
Combat Bis Destiny 

They scoffed at Pfc. Robert M. Sim~ 
kins, Co. G, 253d Inf., back in the State~ 
when his CO made him an orderly and 
the Forsyth, Ga., boy vowed he'd shov4 
them he was cut out for better thingSI 
He begged to be returned to a rifle pla• 
toon when the outfit moved overseas 
and he got his wish. He also prov~d t<i 
his buddies he was a combat soldier .. 

Simpkins participated in only three 
brushes with the enemy. In the first, neat 
Neunkirch, his heroic action in aiding iC 
the repulse of attacking Germans woq 
praise from his superiors. In the second 
a week later, he helped rOut the enemj 
from a group of farm houses near BUi 
bingen. In the third, Simpkins· buddie~ 
were harassed by enemy machine guQ 
fire. The 20-vear-old Georgian acted 
swiftly. He moved toward the Germaq 
position, but too late. The enemy spotted 
him and opened fire and he was killed.j 

The following day Pfc. Simpkins was 
awarded the Bronze Star posthumous!~ 

I 

Because of mechanical difficulli 
ies, the "Awards" list is omitted 
from this week's issue. _,,i 

Awards and decorations WU1 
be listed in a subsequent issue. 

Appearances often are deceiving 
BE WISE-DON'T FRAT~ 




