
,, 

Vol. 63D I11FANTRY DIVISION, APO 410; U. , 3. Afu\1Y - February l?, 1945 

V-1\/\ a i l ; -::~ i= a st es t , -
-Sa~s Post:':\I Offic1.=.--

Don't complain ·to the 
mailman. -. The company, 
batter~, battali~n and 
Diviston p~stal clerks 
are just as eager as you 
to get letters from home. 

Base post offices in 
the ETO hanQle hunured3 
nf times the amou.~t of 
mail hand.lei by a base 
post 0ffice in a· States 
training camp. The of­
fice which handles mail 
fer this Division handles 
it fer an enti're'army~ 

Added to thio tremend­
ous burden of mail is the 
problem of shipping, nat­
urally compli'cated by the 
necessities of combat. 
For· instance, when the . 
hermarr 11cr.ristmas offen­
sive11 broke in the West, 
air mail and every other 
kind of mail. was -side­
tracked, naturally, to 
make spar.e in trucks and 
planes for critically 
needed a:nmuni tion. 

In addition, our own 
AP~ new cancels all out­
going mail and s~rts it 
by states and cities. 
This work 1 . f crme rly done 
by the bace post office 
when we were in the 
States, im.~eacurably in­
creases the duties of the 
AP0 and the volu.~e of 
work handled. 

.Here are some suggest­
ions and information fr~m 
Lt. Andrew H. Rornaniszin, 
Division postal officer: 

l. Use your own judg­
ment as to whether to use 
V-Mail, air mail or (')rd­
inary 11 free 11 mail. For 
the time being V-Mail has 
proved the fastest. It 
may not always be fastest 
but it is the surest and 
generally faster than 
other forms. Only offic­
ial air mail and official 

(ContLrned on•l'a'ge 2) 

Thie edition gives 
]LQOD AWD FIRE opp~rtun­
ity to welc,-me u,nits new­
ly attached to - the 63d 
Infantry Division. 

Tr.is is our official 
·newspal)er, issued weekly 
since our activation 20 
mor.ths ago, and we· invite 
and welcome your contrfib.:.;~, 
utions of news and fea~ 
ture articles. Send them 
by messenger, through 
Mes-t'1agc Center or by mail 
and address them to "In­
formation - Education Of­
fice, Hq. 63d Inf. Div." 

:BLOOD A-,:rn FIRE a-upears 
in mimeographed form for 
the present, but will re­
tu,rn to printed editions 
as soon as coµditions 
permit. 

2 54t l-1 C hapt ;j ;n 
K~ I led ,ri Action 
. To the 63d comes the 

sad distinction of having 
the first chaplain in the 
Sev-enth Army tn be killed 
in action. 

Chaplain Edwin U. Mon­
roe, a first lieutenant, 
was fa ta.lly injured Jan. 

· 20 when struck by a frag­
ment from a shell which 
l1Jnded in the road near 
the jeep in which he was 
riding. The driver of 
the vehicle escaped in~ 
jury. 

Division Chaplain Wil­
liam E. Patrick officia­
ted at funeral services 
Jan. 23 at a U. S. Army 
military cemetery. 

Chaplain Monroe was 
born in 1915 in Harrison­
ville, ~'•Io., the sort of a 
Baptist minister. He was 
a graduate of William 
Jewell College, Liberty, 
Mo., and studied at two 
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Fu1

,w D~-co .... ated 
fn-436th AAA 
Four medals fer heroism 

and meritorious conduct· 
were awarded Tuesday to 
members. cf the 436th MA 
(AW) Bn., now attached to 
the 63d Div. 

·The preqentations were 
·made at the battalic.n_Cl? 
by "Maj. Gen. Wade IL Hai­
slip, commander of the 
XV Corps, in the presence 
t,f Maj. Gen. Louis E. 
Hibbs, 63d Div. command­
er, and Brig. Gen. Paul 
F. Kelly, 7th A.AA. 

The Soldier I s Medal, 
for heroism not in act­
ion, was presented to 
Capt. Ira R. Fisher, Jr., 
of Beaum~nt, Tex., and 
s/Sgt. Ira J. ~uirk, ~f 
Boston, both of Btry. D. 

A gasoline stove_ ex­
ploded and started a: fire 
:!ITov. 8 • in the supply- and 
orderly rooms, severely 
burning four soldiers who 
were checking ammunition . 
A fifth soldier in a far 
corner of t_he ream would 
have burned to death or 
suffocated in the flame­
and gan-filled building 
had not Capt. Fisher ex­
tinguished some of the 
flames and Sgt. Q,uirk 
twice entered. the build­
ing to rescue the sol­
dier. 

The Bronze Star; for 
heroic achievement in It­
aly la~t May 13, went to 
Cpl. Norman C. Mattke, of 
Milwaukee, Hq. Btry. His 
vehicle was stopped by 
another which had struck 
a mine, and he drove back 
over a road from which 38 
mines were removed later 
to warn a truck column. 

The Legion of Merit was 
awarded to T/Sgt. Rebert 
L. Clerkin, North Vernon, 
Ind., for service in It­
aly from January to Jm:.e~, 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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· J3LOOD A',irJ) W.E. is the official news- (Continu.ed ;£rem Page One) 
.~ap~j of 'aJ¢ \- i; . :publish~d by':ana Jcir The Silver.- -$ta:z;, ·for: gall13-rit-~y in 

·:men ·of tn,: =t.1606. an:d F)re (6Jd) }11~ari,ti-, -~icticn, .~jas tawar,"d.Efd (at . the sa.hi~'cera:... 
ry·Dividon .. This·p1.1bl 0.c4:t~f•.·,t·ti:,EE-'- mony. tt we:qt_'. to S/$gt. Benj:aminR. 
STRICT"ED and may n0, 1'· !UE-~ l ,~. Ed..;, ·~1- i tlaw; Nor'tlf Augusta I '• s. C. I • ¢9 .. A, 
i to·r: .T/.4 · Thorias · A. EoG to::. Sta:'.f l30t.1, :cnf. ·- · · 
Writers: T/4 Stodd-'3.rd Wbite, CJJl. fa.ul ·when Vlhitla.w•.s_ platoon Hade·r \,ias se-
Pari:is. Staff Cartoc'nin~ :- :· C-i;l. GiH ·. veFaly wou:-ad.ecl Oct.· 18 near _' Frei':ni:mt­
FGx: ·sta.ff· Photor,raphe'r: · T/.4 )Tilliq.m -. aine·, :B"r;ance, th.e. serg~a11t ran,~ t_hrough 
~~!li,;f. _______ .,_.,.____ heavy 1ia.chinc 'r::U.'l . fire to rerid'er as-

Postr3 l lnf o. 
::;istan~e, thee. -aiss1.m1ed command r-.f the 
platoon and led itf~rwardiia·suc­
ccss:£'ul attack·"on · enemy positions,. His 

. (Continued from·Page One) . . .. conduct was responsible "for . the : neu­
tralizatic:r. of three· ma.thine gun pM­
itions and e~abled the compan7 to seize 
ito ObJ<0Cti-ve.: 

-V-Mail take precedenc.e. over a· servfo e­
ma.n I c V-letter. V-Nl3:il film::; ·aiways. 
are flown acroas the ocean. In a1di-
tion, whenev~r possible, V-Mail letter:-; . \?,f-. .. G> __ :,t f.)_:•-•t·olt.:. ~ l,,....)drt 

. before and after proC:essing are flown-- ._,. - {,; ... 1-... 
. even though they do not bear air mail The '.Purple Heart has bhen awarded, to 
sta.mpc. 1 '26 memoers of the :Di vision fo:r w.oundcr 

Th.ere in little or n_o purpose, ther·e- received in A-ction against the enemy, 
for.e, in -puttir;g .an .. air nail stam:p en· records of the A•.,rarcts and ])ecoration~ 
your. V_:MaU. (If your home is· in ~he Section of · the -AG Office showed this 
Sou.th or Far. West your relatives !'!lay week. 
gain 'time by sending· y~u . their v-;Io.il The liot covers the pe:r;lod TIE,!~. ·27 to 

. by air .:na,il I but f0t ncar~r placec ord- . Feb. 6 I but_ is n.ot com-plete for any of 
inary :pt;sta,";e ·w_ill be just as rapi2.1) the infantry regiments. Awards u:rna.lly 

There.is another·re~son for using V- arc made ~y h;spital cornnianders, and 
MA.il. . Approximately three dozen 10(- complete listo· of _thes·e awards hav~ not 
pound sactcs of mail C!an be ccinpressed been receivft;d by the Division. 
into V-I!iail .. ne~atives whicb:·tak<J ·only Of the total, 76 were lititedby the 
the space of ~ smell handbas. Sever.-· 255th Inf.~ 41 by the -253d and n'i:rie by 
teen hundred letters go ~n a rr-11 cf the 254th. The 254thfs' · figure, hew­
film the size of .16-mrn amateur film .ev:er. cove.:='s on},y the· first three days 
rolls. r.;'h:i.G. mer•.ns room for :nc:.~e mr,.il· :.m: Fe.'bruary. 
to go b'y air. -------

2 .. When ~ili~ parce),.s. ho!!le, ·'in.:. · ChaplB;n 
elude the adc.ress ~nd. a. lint o;f th-e (Continued :from Page One) 
contints both ins:\de and outsia.e:the 
package. A tre;nendo J.s number of par­
cels break open in trane.i t. If A l.111t 
of contents is inclozed and'writte~ en 
the wrapner, the New York poot office 
can reascemble the contents and save 
you. the losc of a gift. 

Southern :Baptist. cemir.a:ries. · He· was 
corn:uis sioned. la<';'t May. From July to 
Cc t. ~Q he ~rc:1 o cnapl.ain of the 2$3d Inf, 

Another casw.l_ty among 63d Div. ·chap­
lains was · Cha':plcl.in :Raphael H. Miller, 
Jr., 255th I:ci:f., who was w~und~d Jan~ 
3. The P1+rple I{,eart has 'be·en · awarded 
to the cr.aplain,· whose home is in Ind­
ian.apc,113. 

Your parc~~s must bear the words 
nBnna Fide Gift 11 on the wr.apper; this 
will enable them.to pass the U.3. Cust­
oms. • Al tr .. 0 1:ieh there are limitations on 
th · f · · NA.ZI TRICKS e size o package which may be s 0 nt 
you, you are g_".lverned only oy ordir.ary The German soldier 'is· taught t!" put 
U.S.. 'parcel po::;t reg:Jlations as to size a shot through his helmet to increa$e 
and. weight . of the rarcel.. the· L;1pressicn of being dead. 

------------,r.--,--------,,-....... ._ __ 
'.MALE CALL 


