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0 BlooO anO Firt • 
Kocher' s Banks 

Field Day Scene 
The banks of the Kocher River at 

Ki.inzelsau were to echo today with 
unaccustomed sounds of their first 
big American athletic and military 
event, the Field Day of the 255th 
Inf. 

For the occasion the broad field 
in the river below Kiinzelsau Castle 
has been renamed ,.Yank Field". 

Besides the usual sports events a 
program of military tests was 
arranged for the day by Lt. Ralph B. 
Bond, athletic-recreation officer of 
the regiment, who is assisted by 
Cpls. Alex H. Seigal and Mordecai 
Bauman. 

A&P Plat. teams were to compete 
in erection of a 70-foot-long cord
uroy foot bridge over the Kocher. 
In-and-out-of-action contests were 
scheduled to cover the 105, 57, light 
and heavy mortars and light and 
heavy machine gun teams. 

Communications men were to be 
tested in competitions involving 
wire sections, message center crews 
and radio sections. Wiremen were 
required to make a ground tie, climb 
an 18-foot pole, make an overhead 
tie, cross to another pole and make 
other overhead and ground ties. 

M/C men were required to set up 
a code converter and encipher test 
messages. The radio contest involved 
setting up a radio for ground 
operation and set on test frequency. 

Field-stripping and reassembling 
the Ml rifle formed another compe
tition, and a run-creep-crawl-grenade 
throw was another test. Combat 
drill, a medic litter race, and a 200-
(Continued on Page 3) 

It'll Cost Ya 
Readers are reminded that, 

although BLOOD AND FIRE 
now may be mailed home, it may 
not be mailed free of postage. 
The free mailing privilege does 
not extend to whole newspapers. 

BLOOD. AND FIRE usually 
can be mailed in a sealed enve
lope -- just like a letter - for 3 
cents or by air mail for 6 cents. 
The 1 ½-cent rate for unsealed 
copies ordinarily will provide 
slower service. 

Resorfer's Gun 
Has 20 Notches 

His buddies in Co. C, 255th Inf., 
advance S/Sgt. Edward C. Thomsen 
as their candidate for the title .,one
man army". Sgt. Thomsen has been 
a member of every patrol the 
company ever has sent out - and 
only partly because of his ability 
to speak German. 

Thomsen, single-handed, captured 
six Jerries and killed five more in 
the raid on Bliesbrucken Feb. 23. 
Once, while searching an old barn 
for hay for. his foxhole, Thomsen 
was jumpeci by five Germans. His 
carbine was slung across his back 
and he had to take them on with 
his fists. After he had knocked down 
two, the other three ran off and 
later were captured. 

Thomsen has 15 prisoners and 20 
dead Jerries to his credit. He wears 
the Purple Heart with Oak Leaf 
Cluster. 

Sgt. Thomsen's home is in Elderon, 
Wis. He attended the University of 
Wisconsin in 1939-40, in civilian 
life was a guide for tourists and is 
the owner of a Northern Wisconsin 
summer resort. 
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Russians March 

In 253d Parade 
The solidarity of feeling between 

Americans and Russians was given 
vivid expression Wednesday at 
\Nertheim when four companies of 
Rus&ians marched with men of the 
2:'i3d Inf. in a Memorial Day retreat 
parade. 

Most of the 9000 men and women 
housed in a huge DP camp nearby 
broke into spontaneous singing of 
the .,Internationale", the Soviet 
anthem, at the conclusion of the 
review and ceremony in which Gen. 
Hibbs awarded 16 Silver Stars. 

Nearly every European nationality 
is repesented in the camp, which 
consists of the barracks of a recently
bombed German airfield, but the 
Russians were the only ones who 
took part in the parade itself. The 
four comp9-nies had rehearsed with 
the doughboys the previous day. 
The Russians marched past the 
reviewing stand with a slow formal 
stride similar to the old German 
goose-step or that of the guards at 
St. James' Palace, London. 

Two of the Russian companies 
were dresed in a blue serge uniform 
similar to the old US blue fatigues, 
but with red stripes on the trousers. 
The other two companies were not 
in uniform, and some of the men 
did not even have shirts. 

Capt. Peter Makavenko, a Soviet 
division artillery officer, was in the 
reviewing group with Gen. Hibbs; 
Brig. Gen. Frederick M. Harris, 
Assistant Division Commander, and 
Col. Morris 0. Edwards, the reg
imental commander . 

030 T akte Outr Synagogue SautO from Burning 
Soldiers of the Jewish faith in the 

63d Div. are attending services in a 
German synagogue in Bad Mergent
heim which, by chance, was saved 
from Nazi demolition and the keys 
to which have been turned over to 
Chaplain Aaron Kahan. 

Even more important in their 
religious services is the synagogue" s 
Torah, or Law of Moses, which 
throughout the anti-semitic cam
paigns of Nazi Germany remained 
hidden in the home of a friendly 
Catholic family. In the absence of a 
rabbi in Bad Mergentheim, the Torah 
and the keys to the synagogue kave 
been turned over to Chaplain Kahan 
by the city. 

Dr. Karl Herz, mayor of Bad Mer
gentheim, addressed an open letter 
to the rabbi, now believed to be in 

Palestine. He informed the rabbi 
that the synagogue, with its seven
branched candlestick with Star of 
David, was spared because burning 
it would have endangered the whole 
town, and that the Torah had been 
saved. 

To insure that American and 
British troops heard the town's offi
cial version of the story, Dr. Herz 
had the letter published in English 
as well as German. 

.,I can assure you," he wrote, 
,.that the greater part of the popu
lation of Bad Mergentheim did not 
take any part in these terrible 
misdeeds and that they saw with 
inward wrath this crime which 
dishonors our German people for 'all 
time. 

.,I hope. that many of our Jewish 
residents wil come back and that 
they may collaborate with us in 
order to rebuild a free and better 
Germany, delivered from the Nazi 
plague and from racial and national 
hatred." 

As late as 1933 there were 308 
Jews in the town of about 6000 
persons. On Aug. 20, 1942, the 17 
who had not fled or been killed 
were taken away by the Nazis. The 
last head of the Jewish community, 
a 68-year-old merchant named Fer
dinand Wiirzburger, asked a Catholic 
to hide the Torah until there again 
was a Jewish community in the 
town. Dr. Alfred Kahn, last rabbi of 
the district, emigrated to Palestine 
with his wife in 1936. 



AWARDS 
(For economy oi space, the words .,company" 

and ,,battery" have been eliminated from unit 
designations.) 

Oak Leaf Cluster to 
Silver Star 
S/Sgt Edward K. Masterson, Co. B, 253d Inf., Woodland, Calif. 

Silver Star and 1 

Oak Leaf Cluster 
Lt Manuel H. P. Companaris, Jr., Co. I3., 253d Inf., New 

Britain, Conn. 

Silver Star 
253d INF. 
* Pvt Patsy T. Auricchio, C, Huntington Station, N.Y. 
Lt Donald E. Kramer, Med., Cleveland. 
Sgt Donald R. Woods, F, Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Lt Sterling W. LeJeune, K, Kaplan, La. 
862d FA. ,- ,,;n 
Capt John H. Mercer, Jr., Hq. Btry., Miami, Fla. · · '" 
Capt Clarence F. Ax, Hq. Btry., Orion, Ill. 
753d TANK BN. 
T /5 Melford R. Clucky, C, Spokane, Wash. 

Oak Leaf Cluster to 
Bronze Star Medal 

(Heroic Achievement) 
253d INF. 
Pfc Gerald Davidson, B, New York City. 
S/Sgt Earl 0. Mattusch, B, Davenport, la. 
Lt Bruce W'. Raffensperger, D, Arendtsville, Pa, 
255th INF. 
Pfc George T. Mitchell, Med, Milford, N.H. 
T /5 Gorden A. Andersen, Med, Portland, Ore. 
T/4 Lawrence L. Russell, Med, Portland, Ore. 
Pfc George F. Traylor, Med, Nashville, Tenn. 
861st FA. 
Lt Robert F. White, C, Dublin, Ind. 

(Meritorious Service) 
861st FA. 
T/5 Raymond F. Massey, Hq., Pleasantville, N.Y.. 
T /5 Wade A. Hartig, Hq., Brackenridge, Pa. 
862d FA. 
Lt Col James H. Lightfoot, Hq., Dallas, Tex. 
718th FA. 
Lt Col Ferdinand T. Unger, Hq., Frankfort, Ky. 
HQ DIV. ARTY. 
Col Carl H. Jark, Executive Officer, Beatrice, Neb. 

DIVISION HEADQUARTERS. 
Col Earle G. Wheeler, Chief of Staff, Washington. 

Bronze Star 
(Heroic Achievement) 

253d INF. 
Pfc Max W Anderson, F, Manti, Utah. 
Pfc Joseph P. Zawadski, D, Lodi, N.J. 
Cpl Theodore N. Ferris, Jr., B, Parma, 0. 
Pfc James D. Doyle, Hq., Detroit. 
Pfc Paul C. Hamel, D, Bayonne, N.J. 
Pfc Joseph R. Medlock, F, Honea Path, S.C. _ 
S/Sgt John J. Moriarty, F, Rochester, N.Y. 
Sgt William S. Rihe, F, Williamsport, Pa. 
Pfc Lenard C. Roach, F, Berkeley Springs, W. Va. 
Pfc George N. Thornburg, Jr., B, Wagner, Okla. 
Pfc Archie R. Booker, B, Chicago. 
Lt Daniel P. Elledge, A, Painesville, 0. 
Pfc William H. Miles, D, Bethlehem, Pa. 
Pfc Ralph E. Rodeheaver, D, Baltimore. 
Pfc Robert E. Seeley, F, Mishawaka, Ind. 
Sgt Lloyd R. Von Achen, D, Wichita, Kan. 
T/Sgt Thomas J. Murphy, C, Chicago. 
Pfc Joseph N. Beaudet, A, Woonsocket, R. I. 
Pvt Billy G. Campbell, A, Corsicana, Tex. 
Lt Fred S. Nesmith, Jr,, D, Riverside, Tex. 
255th INF. 
** Cpl Richard J. Campana, Med, BrookFne, Mass. 
1st/Sgt Windall N. Aguillard, F, Thornwell, La. 

* Posthumous Award 
•i * Missing in Action 

Pfc David Cresson, F, Lenoir, N.C. 
Pfc Roicy J. Duhon, F, Kaplan, La. 

. Pvt Walter C. Goins, Hq. Co. 2d Bn., Winnfield, La. 
Pvt Earnest F. Rahn, Hq, Co. 3d Bn., Detroit. 
S/Sgt Robert C. Alflen, K, Allegan, Mich, 
Pfc Donald J. Sessink, Med, Flint, Mich. 
T /5 Eugene J. Felber, Med, Pittsburgh. 
Pvt Grant I. Brown, Med, Saltillo, Pa. 
863d FA. 
Cpl Charles P. Zacur, B, Yamhill, Ore. 
363d MED. .,i :£ , 
Pfc Joseph H. Hessel, A, Woodhaven, N.Y. 
T/4 Philip E. Melanson, A, West Somerville, Mass. 
822d TD BN. 
Pfc David 0. Hicks, C, Mesquite, Tex, 

253d INF. 
(Meritorious Service) 

Hq. & Hq. Co. 
Capt Jasper H, Ayer, Govan, S.C. 

'WOJG Robert E. McGoorty, Chicago. 
Pfc Bernard J. Homza, Lakewood, 0. 
Pfc William A, Gibson, Dexter, Ia. 
Sgt Dale A. F orncrook, Medford, Ore, 
Pfc Vincent W. Fealy, Yonkers, N.Y. 
T/5 Robert L. Ecker, Marion, Kan. 
Pfc Bliss C, Eadon, Long Beach, Calif. 
T/4 Nicola A. Bonardi, West New York, N,J, 
Pfc John L. Belew, Westport, Tenn. 
Pfc Donald R. Wilson, Williams, Ind. 
Pfc Charles S. Wilson, Walpole, N.H. 
T/4 Carmen J, Tato, Newark, N.J. 
Pfc David B. Richardson, Seattle, 
Pfc Arnold W. Nebiker, Garfield, N.J. 
S/Sgt James T. Mulcahy, Medford, Mass. 
Pfc Adelbert A. Martin, Jr., Little Compton, R.I. 
Pfc Wesley M. MacPhail, Paterson, N.J. 
T /Sgt Robert Leonard, Greenwich, Conn. 
J\'\jSgt Charles Lechner, Montvale, N.J. 
S,1Sgt Anthony S. Killian, Lockport, N.Y. 
Plc John W. Kemp, Owensboro, Ky. 
Pfc Harry E. Kelly, Waukegan, Ill. 
T/5 Robert H. Joseph, York, Pa. 

Lt Col John 0. Bach, Hq. 2d Bn., Olympia, Wash. 
Sgt Edward R. Rinaldi, F, Brooklyn. 
Pfc Irvin J. Muller, F, Spring Grove, Minn. 
Sgt William P. Recchia, H, West Haven, Conn. 
Cpl John E. Myers, Jr., H, Medford, Ore. 
S/Sgt Donald C. Lincoln, H, Mayville, N.Y. 
T/5 Robert E. LePine, H, Evans Mills, N.Y. 
Hq. & Hq. Co., 3d Bn. 

Lt George C. Wiatt, Hampton, Va. 
Capt James G. Williams, Newman, Ga. 
Capt Edward B. Scullion, Norfolk, Va. 
T/4 Claude A. Ruggiero, Mamaroneck, N.Y. 
S/Sgt Lucien R. Lamoureux, Woonsocket, R.I. 
Pfc Huxley C Foster, Vermillion, 0. 
Pfc Domenic Buonauito, Cranston, R.I. 
S/Sgt Raymond J. Blossfield, Brooklyn. 
Pfc John S. Barry, Salem, Mass. · 
T /Sgt Howard F. Reilly, Miami Beach, Fla. 
Pfc Joseph A. Mignogna, New York City. 

T /4 Robert 0. Burwell, Sv, Muskegon, Mich. 

255th INF. 
Lt Louis C. Viehl, B, Babylon, N.Y. , 
Capj; Henry A. Stern, Jr., F, Demopolis, Ala. 
Capt Harold P. Adams, Med, Huron, S.D. 
Maj Howard F. Baker, Hq, Lincoln, Neb. 
Capt Neal D. Blanchard, Med, Shreveport, La. 
Capt Robert P. Boran, Med, Minersville, Pa. 
Capt Luke J. Shaltz, D, Chicago. 

861st FA. 
S/Sgt Alexander M. Zakrzewski, Sv, Cliffside Park, N.J. 
Cpl Raymond L. Nelson, B, Bonne Terre, Mo. 

862d FA. 
S/Sgt Roland R. Weber, Sv, West Allis, Wis. 
T /5 George W. Sherman, Sv, Trenton, N.J. 
T /4 Edward L. Naylor, Sv, Springfield, Pa. 
S/Sgt Robert E. Quinn, Sv, Waterbury, Vt. 
Pfc Everett L. Lambert, Sv, ,St. Louis, Mo. 
T/5 Frank L. Lopez, Sv, Brownsville, Tex. 
T /4 Horace B. Harris, Hq, Bloomfield, N.J. 
T /4 Gilbert J. Verone, Hq, Watsonville, Calif. 
Cpl Joseph J. Nolan, C, Bridgeport, Conn. 

(Continu-ed on Next Page) 



Build Red Cats 
Around 3 Vets 

Three veterans of baseball at 
Camp Van Dorn are the nucleus 
around which T/Sgt Hal McCullough.
Co. D, must rejuvenate the 253d Inf. 
Red Cats. 

The three are Sgt. Paul Wilder, 
Co. I, S/Sgt. Robert Smith, Co. M, 
and McCullough himself. 

The Red Cats took to the diamond 
for the first time on European soil 
Tuesday as 17- candidates reported 
a! Lauda. McCullough was enthus
iastic over Pfc. Roy Bower, Co. B, 
prnspective first baseman. Bower, 
who played with the Charleston, 
S.C., Rebels and was approached by 
the New York Giants before his 
induction, worked out in impressive 
style during the opening training 
session. 

T/5 Bill Garland, Sv. Co., who 
hails from Newport, Pa., is the Cats' 
only pitching prospect. Wilder is 
slated for his old - job behind the 
plate. McCullough, football All
American at Cornell in 1938-39 
and a Brooklyn Dodger in 1941, and 
_Smith will return to the outfield. 

Others who worked out included 
Sgt. Ray Fink, Co. K, Tripoli, Ia., 
3b; Pfc John Green, Co. K, Turbeville, 
S.C., 2b; Cpl. Robert Lindholm, Co: 
K. Denver, outfield; S/Sgt. Dick 
Fairison, Co. L, McClure, 0, out
field, and Pfc. Red Hawks, Regtl. 
Hq. Co., St. Louis, infield. Fairison, 
former Ohio State University fielder, 
played one game with the Cats at 
Van Dorn. 

Missing from the lineup are many 
of the Mississippi mainstays. Oscar 
Miller, the former Cincinnati Reds 
pitcher who managed the 253d outfit 

Missed the Boat 
One pass to Paris that was 

not appreciated was Capt. Clar-
ence R. Johnson's. · 

Capt. Johnson, CO of Sv. Co., 
255th Inf., returned from the 
French capital to find that he 
had missed the boat, literally. 
He had been chosen as one of 
the first officers to be · sent 
back to the States under the red
eployment plan, but was in Paris 
and could not be contacted in 
time. · 

Field Day 
(Conlinue<l from Page One) 
yard relay in which the men were 
to run 50 yards with rifle at port 
arms completed the military events. 

Athletic events scheduled included 
dashes of 50, 100 and 220 yards, 
quarter-mile and half-mile relays, a 
1 ¼-mile cross-country run, piggy
ba.ck race and baseball throw. 

Passes to Brussels, in addition to 
the regular quota, were offered as 
top prizes. In team competition, the 
winning team was to draw lots to 
select the winner of a single pass, 
the other members to receive other 
prizes. 

Lt. Col. James E. Hatcher, regi
mental commander, was named 
marshal of the field day program. 
Lt. COL John t;{, Smoak, executive 
officer who is commanding the 

. regiment while Col. Hatcher is on 
leave, was referee, and Maj. Howard 
F Baker, regimental S-3, was named 
clerk of the course. 

at Van Dorn, is in the Pacific Thea
ter and was reported wounded in 
a.ction in New Guinea. Bob· Mehall, 
third baseman, is a second lieutenant 
with a unit training in Texas. Lt. Ray 

Ouick Thinking 
Saves Wireman 

It has been quite a while since 
this happened, but Sgt. Victor C. 
Albrecht, communications sergeant 
of Co. A, 255th Inf., still is grateful 
that Co. D machine gunners think 
twice before pulling the trigger. 

Sgt. Albrecht was laying wire to 
a new outpost site one night, not 
realizing he might be mistaken for 
a Kraut in the darkness. When he 
came into range of a Dog Co. gun, 
the wary gunners took aim, but they 
phoned the Able CP at the same 
time. A quick check by telephone 
kept their fingers off the trigger. 

The Medal of Honor has been 
awarded 223 times in this war; 162 
of the medals have gone to the 
Army, 100 of them to infantrymen. 

The Jap believes he is destined 
to rule the world. The title of a 
Shinto hymn he sings before going 
into battle is ,,Hereafter there shall 
be naught but Japan". 

(King Kong) Kohler is somewhere 
else in Germany. Bob Arnott, also 
commissioned since leaving Van 
Dorn, is on special duty with Division 
Special Services. 

I ======================'==~=========== AWARDS 
(Continued from Preceding Page) 

863d FA. 
T/4 Frederick R. Hansen, Hq, West Chicago, Ill. 
Lt William N. Frisch, Sv, Bloomfield, N.J. 

718th FA. 
Sgt Joseph R. Griswold, A, West Chester, Pa. 
S/Sgt Wade E. Stott, Jr., A, Bailey, N.C. 
1st/Sgt Edward G. Stolpa, A, South Milwaukee, Wis. 
Cpl Ralph J. Szymanski, A, Detroit. 
Cpl Henry H. Gross, B, Bridgeport, Conn. 
Cpl Joseph H. Bradley, Jr., B, Philadelphia. 
Sgt Wickliffe Martin, B, Jackson, Ky. 
S,•Sgt Richard L. Rogers, B, Sutton, W. Va, 
Sgt Jack Warkup, B, Plymouth, Mich. 
T/5 John E. Hoffe, C, Littlestown, Pa. 
T/5 Palmer J. Gaetano, C, Rochester, N.Y. 
Sgt Robert V. Fischer, C, Greene, Ia. 
S/Sgt Grover N. Jones, C, Pulaski, Tenn. 
Pfc Charles J. Kabat, Hq, Chicago. 
Pfc Andrew F. McElwee, Sv, Plymouth, Pa. 
T;Sgt Graham G. Gower, Sv, Binghamton, N.Y. 
Pfc Raymond F. Paul, Sv, Huntington, Tex, 

HQ. DIVISION ARTILLERY. 
Chaplain (Capt) Saul Miller, Grand Junction, Colo. 

HQ. SPECIAL TROOPS. 
T/5 Ralph I. Knowles, High Point, N.C. 
363d MED. 
WOJG Frederick Zverin, Hq, New York City. 

63d RCN. TR. 
T/Sgt David W. Wilson, Lexington, S.C. 

563d SIG. CO. 
Capt John H. Richard, Borger, Tex. 
T/5 George V. Palmer, Cincinnati, 0. 
BAND. 
Pfc Solomon Jacobson, Brooklyn. 
T/4 Bernard L. Marquis, Leominster, Mass, 
T/5 Joseph P, Pezzula, Albany, N.Y. 
Pfc William J. Roane, Oxford, Miss. 
T/4 Albert C. Johnston, Astoria, N.Y. 
REINF. TNG. BN. 
Maj Ross E. Stokely, Wichita, Kan. 

Oak Leaf Clusters to 
Air Medal 

Second Cluster 
Lt Burrell M. Allen, Hq. Btry., 861st FA, Fort Collins, Colo. 
Lt Raymond 0. Vetter, B, 861st FA, Ridgewood, N.J. 
Lt James 0. Townsend, Hq. Btry., 863d FA, Troy, Ala. 
Lt Melvin H. Gruensfelder, Hq. Btry., 863d FA, San Jose, Ill. 
Lt Garner D. Farrell, Hq. Btry., 862d FA, Jackson, Mich. 

• First Cluster 
Lt Delmar B. Zumwalt, Hq. Btry., 718th FA, Emden, Ill. 
Lt Robert H. Campbell, Btry. C, 863d FA, Washington. 

Air Medal 
Lt Horace A. Somes, Hq. Btry., 718th FA, Lower Bank Wading 

Ridge, N.J. 
Lt John P. McIntyre, Hq. Btry., 861st FA, Yonkers, N.Y. 
Lt George L. Hall, Hq. Btry., Div. Arty., Chicago. 
Lt Robert M. MacGowan, Btry. C, 862d FA, Scarsdale, N.Y. 
Lt Vincent A. Giordano, Hq. 862d FA, Cranston, R.I. 



Jebsheim's Pups 
Bear Great Names 

Jebsheim, the German Shepherd 
who joined the 254th Inf. just after 
its break through the Siegfried Line, 
gave birth to six pups on Mother's 
Day. 

Named for the Alsatian town 
where the 254th received its 
baptism of fire, Jebsheim followed 
the boys across the Rhine and the 
Danube, but no one suspected her 
condition until unmistakable signs 
appeared at Rothenburg. Maj. Abra-
ham Glatzer, the regimental surgeon, 
was present at the delivery of the 
pups, three male and three female. 
The mother makes all her trips in 
the surgeon's jeep, which is driven 
by T/5 Robert McClennen, of Bal
timore. 

254th history is written in the six 
pups' names. The females rejoice in 
the feminine names of Danube, Rhine 
and Neckar. Two of the males are 
Siegfried and Colmar; the third 
staggers around under the name 
Hill 216. 

Signal Team Has 
Narrow Margin 

Softballers of 563.d Sig. Co. held 
a narrow margin of leadership in 
the Special Troops league at the 
beginning of this week, following 
their 7-5 victory over DAC. Signal 
had won four out of five starts. 

Hard on their heels was Ordnance, 
with three out of four. Recon and 
Quartermaster tied in percentage, 
though QM had played six games 
and Recon only three. The nadir 
position was held by the DCP team, 
with five losses in as many games 
scheduled. 

The standings: 
w L Pct. 

563d Sig. 4 1 .800 
763d Ord. 3 1 .750 
63d QM. 4 2 .667 
63d Ren. 2 1 .667 
DAC 1 4 . 200 
DCP 0 5 .000 

Wins Merit Plaque 
The Meritorious Service Unit Plaque 

has been awarded to Sv. Co., 253d 
Inf., for the period Nov. 1, 1944, to 
April 30 for ,.maintenance of a high 
standard of discipline, military 
courtesy, personal appearance, instal
lations and equipment,· enthusiastic 
execution of orders and superior 
performance of duty in the accom
plishment of exceptionally difficult 
tasks in France and Germany", 
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.Fresh, spirited Amlc:lrican troor5, flushed with victory, are bringing in thousands 
of hungry, ragged, ':. 3!:lc-weary prisoners." (News item.) 

This drawir,g won for Sgt Bill Mauldin, Stars and Stripes famed 
combat cartoonist, the 1944 Pulitzer Prize for cartoons. 

2530 Plane Burlesque ,Carmtn' 
Ae Shoro for All Diuieion Unite 

Editor's Note: Sometimes a great press agent, like the late Dexter 
Fellows of the circus, describes his forthcoming production so extra
vagantly that no prosaic editor can improve on it. Altered only by the 
demands of the paper shortage, the following prospectus ft.owed from lJ).e 
pen of T/5 Frederick (his stage name is Fredd, with two Ds) Wiener:·~ 

A burlesque version of Bizet's 
,,Carmen" in GI Tempo will be 
presented to Blood and Fire person
nel in the Division's first variety 
production since VE Day. 

T/5 Fredd Wiener, special services 
assistant in the 253d Inf., announced 
the east of the show would include 
newly discovered talent picked from 
the entire regiment. Wiener, ·who. 
is directing the production, also will 
play the leading role of Carmen. 

Done in ,,Hellzapoppin"' technique, 
the 253d's ,.Carmen" has a riotous 
plot and will be pruduced with a 
single set, the courtyard of a Ger
man inn. The show is tentatively 
scheduled to o~n next Friday and 
will be presented before all Divi
sion units. Production is supervised 
by Lt. Robert Bogan, CT Red special 
services officer. 

Matching the gay tqnes and ribald 
comedy is a collection of extra
ordinary costumes ,.>htained from 

Germany's fabulous Scala Theater, 
assuring additional brilliance . 

Cpl. Ray Richardson, Med. Det., 
who sang in numerous Chicago 
night clubs and with the Chicago 
Civic Opera, will play ,.Don Juan". 
Cpl. William Thomas, Co. E, will 
portray .,El Toreador". Pvt. Al 
LaVecchia, Co. E, has been cast as 
the heart interest. 

Another member of the cast is 
T/Sgt. Harold Edwards, Co. G, for
merly of Arthur Murray's studio and· 
a dancer in Fox Films. 

Pfc. Anselmo Chico, Co. L, will do 
au ,,adagio jitterbug". Pfc. Attilio 
Savelli, Co. G, and Pvt. John 
Forlano, Co. E, headline a comic 
wrestling act and Cpl. Joe Jack
mauski, Regtl. Hq. Co., will lead a 
band of stooges. 

Music will be furnished by a small 
jam band and by the Hq. Co. Sextet. 




