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The gallantry and outstanding ability of the 
men of the 73rd were amply rewarded. The fol­
lowing are the numbers of awards and decora­
tions made while we were still overseas and 
more have bee·n made since our return. This list 
includes both the ,awards and the oak leaf clus-

. ters. 

Distinguished Service Cross. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Distinguished Service Medal ............. . 

Legi·on of Merit .................... , . . . 15 

Silver Star. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 

Distinguished Flying Cross ............. : .. 2605 

Soldier's Medal .............. r . . . . . . . . . . 46 

Bronze .Star. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 450 

Air Medal. ............................ 14076 

Col. Sutherland receives Legion of Merit Lt. Cutler (497th) publishes the ·orders for Air 
Medal aw.ards--4/20. 



Group receiving awards Awards 



FROJI LD:UtEIIAB'f GEifii:RAL liA'l'IWI F • 'l'IYIIIIJ'G 

'l'IIIS IS A GREAt HOUR OF VICTORY FOR 'l'IIE tl!ENTIJ!'l'll AIR FORCE 

WHICH HU PROSECU'rED 'l'IIE WAR AGAIJfst 'l'IIE J.PAIIESE HOJIELAIID WUH 

DEVAStATIIIG EFFECt. !lEVER I!EFORE HAS AIR POJH! I!EFII SUCH A .IXVIIIAN! 

FACTOR Ill 'l'IIE WiliNIIIG CF A WAR AIID JiEVER I!BFORE HAS OIIE AIR FORCE HAD 

SUCH A LARGE SHARE IJi A VICTC!!T. I All PROUD OF THE FLYIJ'G 1IEJI AliD 

THE GROUJiD CREIIS OF THIS COIO!AliD WHOSE COURAGE. PERSEVERANCE AJiD 

SllLL HAVE JIA.DE POSSIBLE 'l'IIIS OUTSTAIIDIJiG ACHI!VEIIEJi!. . I CO!IGRATULATE 

YOU ALL. 

To The 73rd Wing 





- The presence on the island of f·our service 
groups, e.ach set up to operate a base for 5,000 
men, presented a problem as to how our personnel 
could be utilized to their full extent without a 
duplication... of working effort. This was resolved 
by integration of personnel from the 65th and 
91 st groups into Service Cen·ter A to service the 
497th and 498tn planes on the l'lorthern strip and 
the personnel of the 303rd ,nd 330th into Service 
Center B to service the 499th and SOOth group 

planes on the southern strip. During the period of 
operations, salvage and reclamation shops, tire 
build-up and engine build-up were centr.alized as 
Wingp~eclL · 

The Service Centers began operati·ons .at the 
beginning of November. Shop facilities and most 
shop equipment were lacking for Service Center 
A but operations were begun out of squad tents. 
Service Center B had opportunity to construct 
some sh•ops prior to beginning oper.ations. Con-

ENGINE BUILD-UP 
Newly received engines received final modificaHons for combat · 



siderable operati-ons during the early months were 
hampered by lack of shop facilities and equip­
ment and necessary det.ailing of shop personnel 
to construct them. 

During the period from March I to August 22 
the Service Centers rep.aired 564 aircraft for the 
five months peri·od for which figures are available. 
Eighty-one per cent of these aircraft were rep.aired 
and returned to the organization wi·thin three days. 
Every four weeks_ the .approximately 600 men ac-

tually assigned to duty in the Service Centers 
supplied some I 00,000 man hours of work. A 
breakdown of the use of this time was that 66% 
w.as utilized on work directly pertaining to aircr.af( 
seven per cent for other work such as repairs of 
small arms, typewriters and the like, 26flo for shop 
overhead and only one per cent for delay repre­
senting the time spent waiting for work or trans­
portati-on. 

ENGINE TEAR DOWN 
-Where old engines were partially dismantled and sent back for rebuilding 



-.::- v:... 
\.::.. Jl'~ 
~~) ~; 

® 
(!) 
0® 

' -







.:: ---
-











·. 



<:. 

... , _ 
\ 

\ ~ 

.... --"' 

z ~ -l2~ 

..... 
IS.._." 

-..1 ~ ~ 



REMEMBER THOSE ARMY CHARTS? 

liERE'S SOME TO SHOW THE FOLKS 

~ B G 
..,..lXliiWIDI!R COL 
cum or sr.ur COL 
IBP c. or s OP-'niO COL 
taP· a ot s .... COL 
IBPC otS S&K COL 
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A-2 LTC 

' 
GP~ COL 
IBP C<JOI.IHIBR LTC 
li:D!Il OFFICER LTC 

:r~ COL 
LTC 

mt: OFFICER ....., 

GP COiiUHr£R COL 
IBP CCOIIWi!ER LTC 
li:D!Il OFFICER ....., 

GP C<IIIIAMIER COL 
IBP OOilWIDER LTC 

= OFFIC&R uc 

,! 
GJ>'COIIWIIER CCL 

·'· 
GP C<JIIIANlER CCL 

GP c<lllWilER COL 

GP CCIIWilliR LTC 

cqawa>IIIG OFFICER CPT 

-LEGE!Il)­

ATTAOEO ---------

0'DCIIKBLL ....,., Jll 
SWRZNZI .lfAU'&R C Jll 
blll<I:IIEY •ALTER c Jll 
suri!ERLIHD JOHN R 
IAliDQI l1JI!r M 
SC!WITZEL GEO!llE I 
LCVE LORENZO T 

"""" ClrJCKER 

JOIIIISON .lllOOlD T 
VJ.N SICKLE HElL D 
CAlll'IIE!./.. NOIUN J 

GANBT WIIEI D 
S&llJiiZRS IXIIAU> W 
IIOIIBRr> CARL R 

m: lliRlU.> J 
CIWIIIBit; tli.ll..'l'£.1 
STURJEON GEORGE 

DOUGnERT! JOHN E 
lO::DOllli.L • L JR 
ADAliSOII llERI!Oi!r 

-m CLlREl/Cg L Jll 

ZOI.I.&R SOI.aDi J 

SI!IWUBB Ill RACE • 

liC Lll«lRB """""' H 

~lRD SlOH.lL CO 'WING 

FRENCH RUSSBLL L 

73rd BOMBARDMENT WING 

COMMAND a STAFF PERSONNEL 
AS OF I AUG. 1945 

!!1, Ill!!! BC11BoU1ma! woo 

A-3 LTC •IDHfOL WIU.lS • 4CTOO !NODIEER LTC "' DaloWJ 
IaWJ) 

S'l'U C<Jfl'ROL . CPr - IWUUS • AIR JISPBC!'OR LrC ODIIIILOOII PADL I 
SOIIliOII ....., IIIWII!l - • ADJlJT .... LTC F,UQ1HAR WILII&R W 
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S-l ....., TIJDIII OOCAR c 
s- 2 CPT SftiWlf IW!Rf A 
s- 3 LTC IW&t WIER!' L 
S-4 LrC DAVIS ..... L 
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73RD OOMBARI:WENT WING 

ORGANIZATION CHART 
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The following five pages show aerial views 
of almost the entire 73rd Bombardment Wing 
area as it was along the southern coast of Saipan. 
Part of the SOOth Bombardment Group area is 

missing. These pictures were taken by Lieutenant 
Colonel Crocker Snow, Wing A-2 in June, 19-45. 
Pictures are shown from west to east. 

882nd Bombardment Squadro·n and 881 st Bombardment Squadron of the SOOth 
~omb.ardment Group. In background were the 1894th Engineers and part of Isley 
Field runway. 



881 st Bombardment Squadron (SOOth Bombardment Group), 499th Bombard­
ment Group He.adquarters and 877th Bombardment Squadron of 499th Bombardment 
Group. Several hardstands may be seen in background. 

877th Bombardment Squadron and 878th Bombardment Squadron. Both were in 
499th Bombardment Group. In background was the 303rd Air Service Group area. 



879th Bombardment Squadron (499th Bombardment Group), 323rd Signal Com­
pany Wing ,and 73rd Bombardment Wing Headquarters. Above hill was most of 
Service Center B with the 303rd Air Service Group and 330th Air Service Group 
in fi'Ont. 

Part of 73rd Bombardment Wing Headquarters area and 875th Bombardment 
Squadron, 498th Bombardment Group. Background shows 330th Air Service Group, 
Service Center B, hardstands and part of runway. 



875th Bombardment Squadron, -498th Bombardment Group Headquarters, 874th 
Bombardment Squadron. Beyond main road were the 870th Chemical and 887th 
Chemical Companies, Air Operations and the Wmg hospital. Upper right w.as the 
65th Air Service Group. 

874th Bombardmen·t Squadron and 873rd Bombardment Squadron (both -498th 
Bombardment Group). Near background shows Wing hospital, 65th Air Service 
Group and 91 st Air Service Group. Magicienne Bay is in far background. 



873rd Bombardment Squ.adroon, 498th Bomb­
ardmen·t Group, 497th Bombardment Group 
Headquarters, 869th Bombardment Squadron 
l497th Bombardment Group). At top of picture is 
Magicienne Bay. · 

The 871 st Bombardment Squadron l497th 
Bombardment Group). 

All three squadrons of the 497th Bombard­
ment Group-the 869th, 870th and 871 st were in 
foreground. The 435th Aviati·on Squadron was 
above road. 
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We had victory gardens too 

Remember how our laundry came back? 

IWO JIMA 



Capt. Bolger, C. 0. of the 435th Aviation 
Squadron · 

Ch,aran Kanoa Sugar Mill 

Asiastic elev.ated 

Headquarters Zebras 





.. 







u. s.s 
Date Due 

Bangor Public Library, Bangor, Main 
This book is due on the last date stamp• 

below. The same date appeaTS on your libr~ 
"'1'"Ci. The numbe-~ .r· ~ ~- ~~ H 

... ,. lihrq..-v c-q 
SEA OF OKHOTSK. 

RAFUTO . • 
KURILE IS .• / 

.e:? 

w:,? 
?. 

• L~~HAMA. 
·cr 4;-r'"~V ·• 

EAST c:. ... 6J,~ k'..:t~ 
SEA."'~. ~~ 

!l .. 

• • 

BISMARK '-. 

ARCHIPELAG~ 

~ (?~~ 

.rJf 

·" .!1 

q a t>" 
~·,ca.~ 
~ , (;/TIMOR. 

~':\ 
'\:;l,GUAOALCAHAL. 
~ 

~ 

0 

~·.NEW 
"'1HESRIOES. 

\q 

/ 
BERI~G 

/ 
/ 

/ 
/ 

/ 
/ 

/ 
/ < '\> .• 
' <> • 

/ 

' .P·. 0 ', ·..,. : 

" ' ' ',, 
' ' ) 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I , , 

I 
I 
I MIO~AY IS. 

I 
I , 

"I"' ~~~ 
~~~ 
~,., 

I 
I 
I 
I 
l 

I 
I 
I 
I , , 

' \ 
\ 

\ 
\ 

\ 

' \ 
\ 

\ 
\ 

/ 
/ 

/ 

\ . \ ~.,, 

1 
I 
I 



// 

/ ,/// 

/~ 
ALASKA. 

///// 

SEA. 

CANADA. 

IJAN IS ,_d)-~ .··· .·-;tP,$1 <>.: <> 

--.------·----- .................. _. -- ........ ----------------··--- ---

UNITED STATES. 

~, 

' 

8 . L x L. o I q t.J.o. S"LJ. 1 .cn.l.,cf. 

For Reference 

ATOR . Not to be taken 

from this library 

CLOVIS 




	Bangor Public Library
	Bangor Community: Digital Commons@bpl
	1946

	The story of the 73rd: the unofficial history of the 73rd Bomb Wing
	United States Army Air Forces
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1376686494.pdf.RSZzm

