

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































KAGMAN PT.
FIELD «

<

SAIPAN







LT







S = i o amwm
- A ¥ | - .

= q i _\
¥ I RS j-fa[eyh CO o







Col. Sutherland receives Legion of Merit

Decorations %ud warnds

The gallantry and outstanding ability of the
men of the 73rd were amply rewarded. The fol-
lowing are the numbers of awards and decora-
tions made while we were still overseas and
more have been made since our return. This list
includes both the awards and the oak leaf clus-
ters.

Distinguished Service Cross.............. 3
Disf.inguished Service Medal. .. ... ... ... ... |
Legion: of Mer: c.ivmans oot swemen 15
Slver Sfar. . sui o e 32
Distinguished Flying Cross. ............... 2605
Soldier's Medal......................... 46
Bronze USTAL 75 o sV S S e s 450
Air Medal............................. 14076

Lt. Cutler (497th) publishes the orders for Air
Medal awards—4/20.



Awards

Group receiving awards




FROM LIEUTENANT GENERAL NATHAN F. TWINING
THIS IS A GREAT HOUR OF VICTORY FOR THE TWENTIETH AIR FORCE
WHICH HAS PROSECUTED THE WAR AGAINST THE JAPARESE HOMELAND WITH
DEVASTATING EFFECT. NEVER BEFORE HAS AIR POWER BEFN SUCH A DOMINANT
FACTOR IN THE WINNING OF A WAR AND NEVER BEFORE HAS ONE AIR FORCE HAD
SUCH A LARGE SHARE IN A VICTORY. I AM PROUD OF THE FLYING MEN AND
THE GROUND CREWS OF THIS COMMAND WHOSE COURAGE, PERSEVERANCE AND

SKILL HAVE MADE FOSSIBLE THIS OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT. I CONGRATULATE
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FLEASE CONVEY TO ALL TROOPE oF
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The Service (Center

The presence on the island of four service
groups, each set up to operate a base for 5,000
men, presented a problem as to how our personnel
could be utilized to their full extent without a
duplication. of working effort. This was resolved
by integration of personnel from the 65th and
91st groups into Service Center A to service the
497th and 498th planes on the northern strip and
the personnel of the 303rd and 330th into Service
Center B to service the 499th and 500th group

planes on the southern strip. During the period of
operations, salvage and reclamation shops, tire
build-up and engine build-up were centralized as
Wing projects. '

The Service Centers began operations at the
beginning of November. Shop facilities and most
shop equipment were lacking for Service Center
A but operations were begun out of squad tents.
Service Center B had opportunity to construct
some shops prior to beginning operations. Con-

ENGINE BUILD-UP

Newly received engines received final modifications for combat




siderable operations during the early months were
hampered by lack of shop facilities and equip-
ment and necessary detailing of shop personnel
to construct them.

During the period from March | to August 22
the Service Centers repaired 564 aircraft for the
five months period for which figures are available.
Eighty-one per cent of these aircraft were repaired
and returned to the organization within three days.
Every four weeks the approximately 600 men ac-

. A% _’:-. .31,_\;‘:,;..‘: - e
i § 1
oo Rl

tually assigned to duty in the Service Centers
supplied some 100,000 man hours of work. A
breakdown of the use of this time was that 669,
was utilized on work directly pertaining to aircratt,
seven per cent for other work such as repairs of
small arms, typewriters and the like, 26%, for shop
overhead and only one per cent for delay repre-
senting the time spent waiting for work or trans-
portation.

ENGINE TEAR DOWN
—Where old engines were partially dismantled and sent back for rebuilding
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REMEMBER THOSE ARMY CHARTS?

HERE'S SOME TO SHOW THE FOLKS

73rd BOMBARDMENT WING
COMMAND & STAFF PERSONNEL

AS OF | AUG. 1945
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Where We Lived

The following five pages show aerial views  missing. These pictures were taken by Lieutenant
of almost the entire 73rd Bombardment Wing  ‘Colonel Crocker Snow, Wing A-2 in June, 1945,
area as it was along the southern coast of Saipan.  Pictures are shown from west to east.
Part of the 500th Bombardment Group area is

882nd Bombardment Squadron and 881st Bombardment Squadron of the 500th
Bombardment Group. In background were the 1894th Engineers and part of Isley
Field runway.




88Ist Bombardment Squadron (500th Bombardment Group), 499th Bombard-
ment Group Headquarters and 877th Bombardment Squadron of 499th Bombardment
Group. Several hardstands may be seen in background.
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877th Bombardment Squadron and 878th Bombardment Squadron. Both were in
499th Bombardment Group. In background was the 303rd Air Service Group area.




879th Bombardment Squadron (499th Bombardment Group), 323rd Signal Com-
pany Wing and 73rd Bombardment Wing Headquarters. Above hill was most of
Service Center B with the 303rd Air Service Group and 330th Air Service Group

Part of 73rd Bombardment Wing Headquarters area and 875th Bombardment
Squadron, 498th Bombardment Group. Background shows 330th Air Service Group,
Service Center B, hardstands and part of runway.




875th Bombardment Squadron, 498th Bombardment Group Headquarters, 874th
Bombardment Squadron. Beyond main road were the 870th Chemical and 887+h

Chemical Companies, Air Operations and the Wing hospital. Upper right was the
65th Air Service Group.

874th Bombardment Squadron and 873rd Bombardment Squadron (both 498th
Bombardment Group). Near background shows Wing hospital, 65th Air Service
Group and 91st Air Service Group. Magicienne Bay is in far background.




873rd Bombardment Squadron, 498th Bomb-
ardment Group, 497th Bombardment Group
Headquarters, 869th Bombardment Squadron
(497th Bombardment Group). At top of picture is
Magicienne Bay.

All three squadrons of the 497th Bombard-
ment Group—the 869th, 870th and 87Ist were in
foreground. The 435th Aviation Squadron was
above road.

The 871st Bombardment Squadron (497th
Bombardment Group).
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Clarence L. Hem'ﬂ'. Com.
Manding 454, Service Group

Col. Wile D, Ganey and his
Sucessor CoK Donald aunders,
« Ol's of the 4984, G
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Random Shots

We had victory gardens too

Remember how our laundry came back?
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Capt. Bolger, C. O. of the 435th Aviation

Squadron

Charan Kanoa Sugar Mill

Asiastic elevated

Headquarters Zebras
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