































































































































































































































































































































































































These people utilized anything they could find for cooking utensils
and formed little groups throughout the camp. Remnants of fires
and former group dining places can be seen, lower left. A grate-
ful child thanks a smiling GI for an orange he was given.




THESE DPs READ THEIR BULLETIN BOARD REGULARLY IN THE HOPE THAT SOON THERE MAY BE SOME AVAILABLE TRAMSPORTATION TO THEIR HOMES












THIS PRETTY AND YOUTHFUL FRENCH WAC SERGEANT WAS IN CHARSE OF AND SUPERVISED THE FEMALE SECTION OF THE CAMP



These buxom girls
thought immediately of
their beauty treatments,
and no sooner had the
sun arisen in the morn-
ing than out they would
be to bask in its rays un-
til work again was neces-
sary. Their bathing at-
tire was flimsy but it
served their hardly naive
wants very suitably.
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On the Western Front soon after the U. S.
Ninth Army crossed the Rhine, it became just
another European river. It was not the ob-
stacle that the allies had earlier contemplated.
Although opposition was comparatively light
according to expected figures, much planning
and precision execution was necessary. The
amphibious assault went off according to
schedule, and so smoothly, that it was not long
before engineer ponton outfits were laying 500
yard spans across the famed river. Bridges
protected by smoke screens and barrage bal-
loons were soon scenes of bustling activity. The
bridge approaches were still being worked on
after the floating sections had been completed,
Not many hours after the first troops in assault
hit the Eastern banks of the river, airborne
troops under cover of mist and fog landed
behind enemy lines to lock the Wehrmacht in
vicious fighting behind the lines. Every known
means of support was being afforded the troops
on the move. Safety measures were instituted
to insure the holding up of vital bridges which
were to send thousands of troops across their
frames.
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| To cover the varied types of work necessary in
this tremendous operation, the Division had to take
over various types of civilian factories and shops.
wherein they could turn out vital materials with the
greatest possible speed. Carpenter shops, steel and
metal work plants, even houses and sheds were
utilized for the prefabrication of bridge materials
and parts. Men could even be found working out
on the sidewalks in the towns.



pilot  were | h

curate fire of the 440th AA
Battalion attached to the 75th
Division throughout the many

campaigns.
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These men have turned this sidewalk and gar-
den into a saw and lumber mill where they
are cutting timbers for bridge pilings and
superstructure. Lumber was cut very often
from the wooded areas nearby and brought
to places like this for final shaping to suit im-
mediate needs. The men were quartered gen-
erally in the home adjacent to their places of
work, and after falling out in the morning,
went there directly.



AT THIS POST, AN OBSERVER CHECKS OMN THE SUCCESS OF A SMOKE SCREEN LAID DOWN BY ARTILLERY ON THE OPPOSITE BANK







EPISODE ON THE RHINE

1. Preparing Storm Boat for River

2. Boat Upset on Barge Anchor
Chain

3. Men Grasp Chain from Swift
Current

4. Two Men Cling to Floating
Boom

LCM Puts Out to Help Men on
Boom

& ]

6. Floundering Victims Are Res-
cued

7. All Are Taken Aboard Barge
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in conjunction with the LCMs (Landing
Craft Mechanized) there were many
Navy Operators who piloted them for our
use in bridge and boom construction.
The combination was unusual for us, but
efficient team work resulted.




Smoke pots can be seen burning in the distance to the span below (upper). Below is a shot of an LCM
cover the bridge. Upstream a boom is under construc- drawing a boom across the river to be securely anchored
tion which will prevent floating mines from damaging on opposite shore.
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This floating Bailey bridge was one of the
many initially put across the Rhine to
support troops and equipment pursuing
the enemy into Germany. At right is
pictured an extra section of a floating
mine sweeping boom to be used in case
of damage to one in use. The shot below
is one of a road barricade which proved
to be of little use.







General Hodges® First Army bridge was
constructed+just South of the city of Cologne
in the vicinity of Remagen. In order to
facilitate the job, barges were taken off the
river and used as floats. The bridge was put
up to ‘help relieve the congestion of traffic
on the famous Remagen bridge and came
into considerable use when the latter col-
lapsed. Barrage balloons were utilized to
keep enemy aircraft out of possible range.
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Thousands of Displaced Persons lined the #/} b
bridge approaches enroute to their homes, (@}
and caused severe traffic problems. Soon &
it was necessary to designate an hour each
day for civilian pedestrian traffic when
all other passage was held up. Lines some- %

times extended for many miles from the
bridges.
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FIRST RAILROAD BRIDEE ACROSS RHIME AT WESEL
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The famous Roosevelt Bridge across the
Rhine was a fixed bridge and it is possi-
ble to see from these photographs how
carefully it was built. Timbers were se-
cured about the base of the pilings to
protect them from damaging debris in
the swift moving river.
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