

































































































































































































































































































































































Another “rat race”

gan to recall the months of bitter fighting, the terrible losses
their army suffered at Mortain, the Siegfried Line, the Bulge,
and along the Roer. Then we recalled our own, the thou-
sands of men, the equipment, strength, and suffering which
littered our path from the beachhead. Nations clawing at
each other’s throats draining their life blood because of a

few men.

A mustached moron dreamed of Lebensraum; a big-chinned

H

monkey spoke of a “Roman Empire,” and a little four-eyed

yellow rat intended to dim the light of our solar sun with
the “Rising Sun.” In dying Germany we saw, in reality,
that which few people can actually visualize: the utter folly
of a civilization which breeds such men. We fight wars to
end wars, wars to free enslaved countries, wars for freedom.
We all understand that rot must be cut from the world as
it is from an apple. Such wars are just and necessary.

Men spoke freely of their desire to eliminate the German
race for all time. Others spoke more sanely of a world gov-
ernment, with teeth enough to back up the peace. Our bull
sessions offered many plans but they were all agreed on one
thing, that if it were within their power, this was the last—
the final war of our lifetime.

Movement orders on the first cut the bull sessions short,
and by 1300 we had moved to an assembly area in the vicin-
ity of Drensteinfurt. The drive to the east was progressing

satisfactorily, but the assaulting troops were slowing down

because of fatigue. We were to be united with the Second
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Armored Division, pass through friendly forward elements,
and go like hell. Rumors set our final objective as the north-
western part of Berlin. We had fought often with the Sec-
ond Armored ; they liked us, and we had the same respect
for them. They called us “the best damn infantry on
leather” and we reciprocated by calling them “the best
damn tankers on treads.”

At midnight the Regiment was broken into battalions and
attached to different armored task forces. By daylight we
had closed into the Second Armored assembly area near
Neuenkirchen.

Neuenkirchen is a historic town dating back 2,000 years.
Near this city the Roman Legions, under Varus, were almost

Rome had

stretched her empire to the Elbe, and, in her waning years,

destroyed by a concentration of German tribes.

rebellion and defeats like this ended in the fall of the Em-
pire. The Hermanns Denkmal (monument) is there and,
considering the German and Nazi obsession of making and
repeating history, some sort of defense was to be expected
where they had made their most heroic defense against the
incursions of civilzation.

The Third Battalion was attached to Combat Command
R, the Second to Task Force B of Combat Command A, and
the remainder of the Regiment, including the First Bat-
talion and the Second Battalion of the 66th Armored Regi-
ment, formed Task Force R of Combat Command B. Be-
cause of this division, and the importance of their separate
actions which took place in widely separated areas, the ac-
tions of each task force will be related separately.

When orders were received for the attack late on the
second we were disappointed to learn that our objective
was not Berlin, but the Elbe River. One soldier complained
bitterly, “We do all the blocking and someone else gets to
carry the ball.” The press had made a similar comment after
our drive across France into Belgium. They stated that
“We were always the bridesmaid, but never the bride.”

We had been the work-horse of two armies, and were
doomed to end the war in the same role. We were ready
and willing, however, for we were in position to deal a knock-
out blow. The only geographical barriers between us and
the Elbe were several minor rivers and the high ridge-line of
the Teutonberger Wald. This north-south ridge with its
steep wooded foothills, made a formidable natural obstacle.

The ridge was covered with a heavy growth of pine and its




sides indented with deep gullies and ravines. The road net-
work of the plains on either side of the Wald was funneled
through narrow, twisting passes. The major passes in our
area we-e between the towns of Augustdorf and Pivitscheid,
through the town of Orlinghausen, and another farther
north near Ubbedessin.

These passes had been selected as the route of advance for
the Ninth Army. The rapid seizure of these passes was vital
to the success of the entire operation. The Second Battalion
was given the mission of securing the pass at Augustdorf, the
First Battalion, the pass at Orlinghausen, and the Third at
Ubbedessin. Infantry troops of another division had at-
tempted to take the passes, but had encountered heavy resist-
ance and had failed. The Second Battalion and Company A
of the 66th Armored, which formed part of Task Force B
of Combat Command A, relieved the troops at Augustdorf
and prepared to launch their attack.

The Battalion had been riding trucks for two days and
nights and was badly in need of sleep. However, at 2345,
April 2, in a cold, driving rain, the Battalion jumped off
from Augustdorf with two companies abreast, E on the
right and F on the left. Company G remained in August-
The

light tank company part of their Task Force also remained

dorf to protect the armor, and as Battalion reserve.

in Augustdorf, but was alerted for immediate commitment
when the pass fell. The nature of the terrain prohibited
their use in the early stages of the attack.

Exceeding pre-engagement estimates, the German forces
were later found to be the equivalent of two infantry bat-
talions, commanded by SS officers, and containing a large
number of SS men among the enlisted ranks. Two com-
panies were dug in directly astride the pass, and on the re-
verse slope of the ridge, one company was dug in 1,500 yards
north of the pass and two companies 2,000 yards south of
the pass. An outpost line of automatic weapons on the west
side of the ridge covered the entire position. No artillery
support was available to the enemy, although they were
equipped with light and heavy mortars and panzerfausts. In
Pivitscheid, just east of the pass, was held an infantry re-
serve and two Mark IV tanks.

The element of surprise was lost as the Battalion pushed
into the outpost line. Two enemy machine gun nests were
wiped out and the remainder pushed back into the main line

of resistance at the crest of the ridge. As the assaulting
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forces moved slowly up the steep slope, control became a
superhuman task. The thick growth of pines and steady
rain created almost total darkness, necessitating combat
groups to hold hands to maintain contact.

Both companies reached the crest of the ridge at approx-
imately 0300, April 3, and vigorously assaulted the main
positions defending the pass. The enemy proved to be young
and fanatical troops, well supplied with automatic weapons.
They were in cleverly camouflaged two and three-man em-
placements. Few prisoners were taken, and the individual
positions had to be reduced with short-range fire or grenades.
The Battalion fought its way over the crest and into the
reverse slope defenses. Flanking fire began coming in from
both fanks as the widespread defenses north and south of the
pass fired into the flanks of the attack. Both attacking com-
panies echeloned their support platoons toward their open

At 0530 the

enemy struck back in a vigorous counterattack preceded by

flanks to prevent infiltration, and pushed on.

a heavy mortar concentration. T'wo infantry companies hit
the Battalion frontally, attempting to drive it from the ridge
and out of the pass. Small arms fire was delivered at the
same time from the enemy positions on the Battalion’s flanks.

The enemy attack was delivered by fresh troops, and the
weight of them, catching the Battalion in poor defensive
positions, caused it to pull back to the crest of the ridge. Or-
ders came down to dig in and hold. The Light Tank Com-
pany was ordered into the fight and moved four of its tanks

straight down the road through the pass into the front lines.
The tankers of the Second Armored had never lacked
courage, and we welcomed their presence in our misery.

They sprayed the woods beyond the crest of the ridge as
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Snipers harassed, but failed to slow down, our drive

best they could from these poor positions. The Battalion’s
machine guns were rapidly thrown into action on the flanks
to neutralize the flanking fire that was threatening to make
the position untenable. The frontal attack was beaten off
after two hours of steady pressure of the fresh troops trying
to push the Battalion off the crest of the ridge. Because of
the thick undergrowth, the fighting was at extremely close
range. Three tank commanders were shot by snipers who
had crept close up to the road from which they were firing.
At 1100 the enemy again counterattacked. A frontal as-
sault was mounted initially, Then a company was swung
around Company E’s right flank, driving into the Battalion’s
rear from the south. One platoon of Company E took the
brunt of this attack. They held, although greatly outnum-
bered.

Part of the enemy force fought its way into the rear of the

The action developed into hand-to-hand fighting.

platoon and was stopped only after the platoon leader had
been killed, and the platoon sergeant and ten others were
casualties. When the assault was finally stopped, the lines
were only a few yards apart. It was now clear that the Bat-
talon had stopped fighting to clear the pass, but was strug-

gling for its very existence. The assault companies’ strength
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. ther counterattacks.

was sapped by the drawn-out struggle on the rugged terrain
and the chilling rain which fell incessantly. The enemy pos-
sessed nearly double numerical superiority, was comparatively
fresh, and still held close-in positions on both flanks of the
Battalion.

The Battalion reserve, Company G, was ordered forward
to tie in closely with the right rear of Company E to pre-
vent further infiltration on the open right flank. All com-
panies were ordered to reorganize and prepare to repel fur-
The Battalion Commander went for-
ward to a vantage point on the crest in Company E’s line
to study the enemy’s positions and to plan how to extricate
his unit from its dangerous position. He decided to adopt
the bold plan of action of passing the comparatively fresh
Company G through Company E in a narrow frontal assault
to take a key road junction and house group in the rear of
the enemy’s reverse slope defense; to hold open the corridor
thus created with elements of the two companies then on line;
and to push the light tanks rapidly through this gap to the
plain beyond where they could bring fire on the enemy posi-
tions north and south of the pass. At 1630 on the third all
was In readiness, and the Battalion resumed the attack.
Company G drove vigorously forward and overwhelmed the
resistance in a narrow sector in Company E’s front. They
swarmed through the woods on the reverse slope and moved
out into the open toward Pivitscheid and the strategic road
junction employing walking fire, for which we were more

or less noted.

Two Mark IV tanks and one 7SMM AT gun opened
up, temporarily slowing the assault, but the speed and feroc-
ity of the attack was such that 15 Germans were killed or
wounded at the AT gun position and the gun was captured.
Support squads flanked both tanks and knocked them out
with bazooka fire. T'wo counterattacks formed immediately.
One group, of platoon size, moved down the slope from the
The

Company Weapons Platoon engaged this group with car-

south and attacked Company G’s vulnerable rear.
pany

bines and pistols and managed to pin it to the ground before
it hit the platoon’s rear. The other threat was coming from
the town itself. The infantry reserve held by the Germans
was being committed in an effort to stop this new threat.
Company G had seized the road junction and the first houses
of the town and had joined in a fierce small arms fight with

these fresh troops.










the advance by harassing our flanks failed in this case. Under
cover of darkness, Captain Mann led one of the assaulting
companies in a wide flanking movement, which came in be-
hind on the reverse slope of the enemy road blocks and posi-
tions, Forces converging from both sides soon reduced the
enemy force and the attack pushed down into Ubbedissen.
By 2150 the town was ours and the armor moved through.
On the fourth the Second Battalion moved south of Pivit-
scheid mopping up, and the First Battalion also swung south
toward the Second Battalion to clear that area. A morning
was spent cleaning out this area to secure our supply lines.
The three battalions took Mackenbrush and was relieved
by the 117th, while the Second and First Battalions turned
east and drove toward the Weser River. By midnight the
head of the column had reached the Weser at the town
of Ohr, just south of Hamlin (of Pied Piper fame).
Plans were made for Task Force B to cross the Weser,
making use of any available boats and equipment. These

plans were changed, but, before the Second Battalion could

be notified, they had already crossed Company F and seized

the town of Tundern. The remainder of the Battalion
crossed, followed by the First Battalion, while a bridge was

being built. The bridgehead was extended under fire to the
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Lieutenant Colonel McCown examines prisoners captured during the Weser River Crossing

high ground south and east of Hamelin. Meanwhile, the
remainder of TFB swung north and seized a highway and
a railway bridge intact on the southern edge of Hamelin.
The Third Battalion had moved down from Lemgo and
had assembled at Hummarbruch.

On the morning of the sixth the Second Battalion was
ordered to attack and secure a line on the outskirts of Hame-
lin, The Second Platoon of Company F had advanced to a
point 55 yards from a factory at the edge of town, when the
enemy opened up with intense machine gun and automatic
fire. The enemy occupied positions to the front and on
both flanks. Enemy fire, coming from three directions, was

so devastating that the platoon was pinned down in the

open field.

Lieutenant Beaudoin, platoon leader, saw that his pla-
toon was in grave danger of being annihilated and that the
entire Company was in danger of being flanked and sur-
rounded. He ordered four of his men to take up a position
to the front of the platoon and fire on the enemy located in
the factory. He then ordered three men on the platoon’s
left and right flanks to sustain fire at their respective flanks.

He then crawled among his men, pointing out the best



F

German civilians display Hitler’s secret weapon

places to dig in tmd collecting ammunition in order to sup-
ply the men who were firing. By rotating his men in the
firing line they were all able to dig in. Lieutenant Beaudoin
dug in at the platoon’s most advanced point. During the
fire fight that followed, he killed six of the enemy. The
battle continued to rage, and by 0900 the enemy had suf-
fered a loss of 43 dead and 73 wounded.

Despite the deadly, well-aimed fire of this small force,

their position was rapidly becoming precarious. The enemy
had brought up strong reenforcements to the platoon’s djrect
front and were preparing to counterattack. This attack

would have constituted a serious threat to all of Company F.
Furthermore, the platoon was now running low on ammuni-
tion. Only a well-directed and continuous stream of fire
could stop the nume ically superior enemy from engulfing
them. Three times men were sent back to obtain ammuni-
tion and to notify the Company Commander of the impend-
ing attack. All three were killed by snipers from the enemy
position 90 yards away. The platoon also lost five men who
rose up in their holes to cover the messengers’ escape, by fire.
The position of the platoon seemed hopeless.

Lieutenant Beaudoin decided to make a last attempt to
save his platoon. He called his second-in-command and left
instructions with him in case he himself should not return.
He directed another man to crawl towards the First Platoon
700 yards away while he drew the enemy fire. Then with

utter disregard for his life and with the almost certain knowl-
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edge that he would not return alive, he proceeded to .crawl
and creep toward the enemy, 90 yards to the right flank.
The enemy was distracted by this threat and the messenger
escaped. Eight rounds of bazooka were fired at him and two
exploded within 10 feet, bouncing him upon the ground.
The enemy infantry sprayed the area with rapid fire as he
continued to move forward. Two of their bullets pierced
his left sleeve, yet he went boldly on. He fired his carbine
to keep them from drawing an accurate bead on his crawling
figure. Finally, after reaching a point 10 yards from the
enemy, he threw caution to the winds and charged.

Three of the enemy rose from their holes to shoot him
down. He shot and killed two at a range of four yards and
killed, with the butt of his carbine, the third who was now
rushing him with his bayonet. As Lieutenant Beaudoin
leaped through the air into the enemy’s dug-out he was
brought down by enemy machine gun fire from the factory.
Due to his sacrifice, the messenger got through and brought

back a platoon of tanks which blasted the enemy from their
positions.

The Congressional Medal of Honor was awarded post-
humously for this action,

Later that day the attack again turned east. The Third
Battalion had crossed the Weser and took Elze at 1600.
With the Weser crossed, all three Battalions drove east. All
coordinated resistance seemed broken. In the days that fol-
lowed, it was dismount and fight, and get on and ride some
more. Some towns resisted bitterly while others fell with
hardly a shot. The usual procedure was to advance into a
town; and if any shots were fired, the tanks in the column
behind quickly pulled out into the level fields and encircled
the town. If resistance continued, the tanks and infantry
moved in from all sides. The “Volksturm” in most cases

fired at the lead vehicle but, when the fire was returned, ran

home to change into civilian clothes.




In one case the Third Battalion moved into the town so

rapidly that the “Volksturm” were caught with their pants

on. As they were gathered up for a spanking before we
turned them loose, a crusty old man emerged from his house.
He was dressed in a faded, moth-eaten uniform of some by-
gone war. On his belt was strapped a huge sword that almost
pulled him over. While the local “heroes” were being
marched by, he straightened to a position of attention and
spat at the ground in front of them. He was heard to ex-
claim, “It took men in my day to be a soldier—my belly is
sick with your strutting around, telling the women how
brave you are—how you will throw back the invading fools—
you see the muzzle of a cannon and you run like children—
watch me, women, and see how a soldier can die.” The old
man then pulled his sword with great difficulty and tottered

toward the nearest guard. One of our German-speaking

soldiers gently pulled the sword from his hand and led him,
crying, back into his house. When the soldier turned to go,
the old man wiped his eyes and said, “An old man am I.
If youth I had, I would wish to fight you, Honorable En-

emv.”

Town after town fell before our advancing columns.
Afferde, Gr. Forste, Hildesheim, Harsum, Reppner, Oster-
linde, Immensdorf, Levenstedt, and Wolfenbuttel were taken
one after the other. The First Battalion ran into serious op-
position in Lesse. The enemy had concentrated heavy flak
batteries around the factories, for protection against aircraft.
Our advance was stopped until artillery was moved into firing
position and counter-battery fire was able to silence some of
the guns. These defenses were the first of the defenses which
covered the Herman Goering Works in Immensdorf. The
Battalion was forced to deploy and fight their way ahead.
The stiff ficht continued on past Lesse, up the road three
miles to Reppner. The enemy had bolstered his ground de-
fense around the 88s with young “Hitler Youth,” armed
The Goering Works was one of the

Thousands of Allied slaves,

with panzerfausts.

largest factories in Germany.
including Prisoners of War, were used in its operation.

On the 11th the assault to take the plant itself began.

The enemy flak guns put up a good scrap, but failed to stop

our infantry long. The thousands of freed slaves began to

riot and mangle the local Nazis with considerable pleasure.

The factory itself contained huge warehouses of food which

they attempted to loot. The First Battalion was obliged to

remain in the town to preserve order, while the Second Bat-
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Lieutenant General Vieth, in command of German forces in Braun-
schweig, Germany, shakes hands with Maj. Gen. Leland §. Hobbs,

CG, 30th Division, U. 8. Ninth Army.
discussed, but no agreement reached.
his camp and the fighting continued.

talion continued to drive east to capture Wolfenbutte. On
the 14th they were relieved by the Eighth Armored Division
which had caught up with them, and they moved east toward
Schonebeck. On the way, their orders were changed because
of the enemy troop concentrations near Magdeburg and
the heavy fighting which the Third Battalion had run into.

The Third Battalion had run into a “bear’s nest” on the
morning of the 13th when they joined CCB at Westerhusen
just south of Madgeburg. They were told that they would
cross the Elbe River and be in reserve at the bridgehead on
the east bank. The Battalion was very tired, and under
strength from casualties and the loss of two platoons which
were protecting the Second Armored Division’s CP. At
6500 the Battalion began its crossing of the river in ducks,
under vicious artillery concentrations from the enemy, the
Battalion moved quickly into its assembly area in a small
patch of woods a short distance from the river. The enemy
artillery fire continued to rain on the area throughout the
day.

bridge site where an engineer unit was attempting to con-

Observed enemy fire was placed repeatedly on the

struct a bridge to enable tanks to cross and to reenforce the
bridgehead. The continuous enemy fire on the bridge forced
the abandonment of a crossing at that point.

At 2030, the Third Battalion received orders to move

south along the east bank of the Elbe, followed by the Third

Surrender terms were
Each officer returned to



The Second Armored Division of the U. 8, Ninth Army
moves through the suburbs to Magdeburg.

Battalion, 41st Armored Infantry in column, in that order.
The Battalion was to secure a new crossing site for the
construction of a bridgze, clear all opposition on the route
of march, seize and hold the town of Elbenau. The armored
infantry was to fill the gap between our Third Battalion in
Elbenau and another friendly battalion to the north. In-
sufficient time was available to the Third Battalion for
proper planning, orientation, issuing of orders, and planning
artillery ﬁrle, but the Battalion moved on schedule at the
head of the force moving south. Company Commanders
were given the orders and were able briefly to inform their
platoon leaders of the mission, and gave more detailed and
specific instructions from memory of their map study as they
marched.

Enemy resistance was hit and a few prisoners were taken.
The Battalion CO, at the head of the troops, was forced to
stop several times during the advance, and, under improvised
shelter, to check the route and to prepare artillery fire for
the advance. No suitable small-scale maps were available,
and numerous obstacles such as ponds and several small
canals had to be skirted after a visual reconnaissance. Ap-
proximately 1,500 yards from Elbenau, the Battalion as-
sumed an attack formation with Companies I nd L abreast.
Company K followed L to clear the edge of the woods be-
tween Grunewalde and Elbenau and then take a position
in support on the south of Elbenau. The heavy weapons of
Company M were sited near the base of the bridgehead to
cover the Battalion right and left rear, from a position ap-
proximately 1,500 yards south of Elbenau, and to remain in
this position until the bridgehead was sufficiently secure
against enemy counterattacks. Although greatly exhausted
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Friendly tank destroyers support our infantry’s
attack on Magdeburg.

from their prolonged commitment, the Battalion moved ag-
gressively forward against moderate resistance and began to
clear the enemy from the town. '

While ‘the Battalion was fighting in the town, an enemy
force estimated to be two battalions of infantry and one bat-
talion of armor, launched a savage three-pronged attack on
the town. One enemy infantry column of more than 100

men armed with a large number of automatic weapons at-

‘tacked the left flank. Company I, utilizing every man and

weapon, succeeded in forcing the enemy back. The enemy
force then swung farther to the left and came in on Com-
pany I’s rear. The defenses of the Company immediately
shifted to cope with the new threat. Meanwhile, a second
enemy force of infantry and armor drove against the sector
between Companies I and L. A desperate struggle followed,
with each man clinging tenaciously to his position; even mor-
tar observers and bazooka men held their forward posi-
tions.

Mortar fire was placed on the enemy only 100 yards in
front of the friendly positions, as our men endeavored to pre-
vent encirclement. With no anti-tank weapons with suffi-
cient range to stop the enemy tanks, the sector was finally
penetrated by the enemy force, and Company I was ordered
They formed a

line in the north edge of the woods at the south edge of town.

to fall back to the Company K positions.

One platoon, which was prevented from gaining the Com-
pany K positions by the fire of tanks, fought its way back to
reenforce the positions of the Company M heavy weapons.
Another column of enemy armor, in which at least 27 tanks,
self-propelled guns, and half-tracks towing guns were
counted, enveloped Company L on the right. ;




This Company stubbornly engaged the enemy, but the
armored vehicles had stopped just out of bazooka range and
Mean-

while, one machine gun platoon of Company M, which had

poured in a hail of cannon and machine gun fire.

been deployed to cover a large open area in the vicinity of
Grunewalde, was driven back toward the river by the over-
whelming onslaught in that sector. Unable to obtain sup-
port and hopelessly cut off, the gallant platoon continued to
engage the enemy in the hopeless struggle for their posi-
tions. They did, however, succeed in drawing off from the
main attack a sufficient number of enemy troops to enable

The

overwhelming numbers of the enemy assaulted the platoon,

the remainder of Company M to prepare a defense.

and the personnel were taken prisoners.

The Battalion CO realized that, without anti-tank wea-
pons, a serious loss would be incurred if the situation con-
tinued as it was. He therefore ordered Company K to estab-
lish a line in the northern edge of the woods just out of the
southern edge of town. They were to be prepared to reenter
the town as soon as supporting tanks, which had been prom-
ised, arrived, or to fight an orderly withdrawal if necessary.
The line was accordingly built up in the woods where enemy
tanks could not be effectively employed against our troops.
From the positions established in the woods, artillery fire
was thrown into the town, inflicting heavy casualties on the
enemy. Men volunteered to go forward into enemy territory
to direct fire. Radio operators climbed to the attics and top
floors of houses to achieve the best radio reception. One vol-
unteer who had moved forward into town called to the Bat-
talion CO, who was coordinating all the artillery fire, and
ordered a barrage on his own position to halt an enemy tank
thrust which was forming.

The enemy force which had captured the Company M
machine gun platoon continued its attack against the base of
the bridgehead in an attempt to cut off the entire operation
The rest
of Company M—one machine gun platoon and the mortar

and sever all lines of communication and supply.
platoon—were deployed to meet the assault. Only a min-
imum number of men were left on the crew-served weapons,
while the remainder, including Company M Headquarters
personnel and the Company I platoon and stragglers from

As the

aggressive enemy force moved toward the improvised line,

the armored infantry, built up a defensive line.

orders were issued for the personnel to hold their fire until
the command was given. Heavy volumes of artillery and
mortar fire and direct fire from at least two enemy tanks be-
gan softening up the friendly position. Fully understanding
the consequences of an enemy penetration through their posi-

tion, they absorbed the fire and waited.
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When the main body of the assault force was in an open
field 150 vards away, the machine guns and riflemen opened
fire. Their rapid bursts inflicted a heavy toll on the enemy
and pinned the remainder, more than 200, to the ground.
Mortar observers who remained in their observation posts
on the second floor of a house, although it had been struck
three times by direct fire from the enemy tanks, then directed
and adjusted a devastating series of mortar barrages onto
the pinned-down troops. Their excellent coordination and
fearless deportment caused additional casualties to the enemy.
The enemy troops, completely demoralized and disorganized,
hastily fled in disorder. They reorganized and again at-
tempted to attack, only to be met by the same deadly fire.
After another reorganization and third disastrous attempt to
break through, the enemy force, badly depleted by the high
casualties (over 60) which they had sustained, fled from
the field, abandoning equipment, wounded, and weapons in
their flight.

The Battalion CO had requested support for the outnum-
At

noon, after a sustained shelling of our positions by enemy

bered troops at his position, but none was available.

artillery and tanks, the enemy threatened to encircle the Bat-
talion from the right. The Battalion was immediately or-
dered to begin a gradual withdrawal to the town of Grune-
walde, which was held by the First Battalion of the 41st
Armored Infantry, for the purpose of reorganizing, and
gaining support for a counterattack back into Elbenau. En-
emy troops were then observed occupying the area to the
left of the Battalion, which should have been held by the
Third Battalion, 41st Armored Infantry. A report was re-
ceived that the positions of that Battalion had been overrun,
and that there remained only 15 survivors.

Company L was completely surrounded in the town and
had moved into the cellars. Believing capture to be inevita-
ble, all items of intelligence value in the Company were de-
stroyed, as were the radios, and the radio of an attached ar-
tillery observer. The deadly, smothering barrage of artillery
which rocked the town was directed by volunteers from
Company K. This fire was so effective that the enemy troops
and armor took cover themselves, and Company L’s pres-
ence remained undetected.

The batteries of the artillery radio with the Battalion CO
finally began to fail, and the forward elements were without
artillery support. Meanwhile, the small groups of Head-
quarters and supply personnel who had established the Bat-
talion rear CP on the west bank of the river observed a force
of enemy infantry (company strength) surge forward from
a patch of woods behind the abandoned bridge site and dash
across the open toward the river. It appeared that they were
attempting to cross the river on the wrecked bridging equip-



A tank and infantry race through the streets of Magdeburg, mopping up

ment. Every available man took up positions along the river
bank and opened fire on the swiftly advancing enemy, A
mortar which Company M had been forced to leave behind
because of the lack of men to man it, was set up by an im-
provised Headquarters crew and put into action. In the in-
tense struggle that followed, the enemy force suffered serious
losses and was forced to withdraw.

When the Commanding Officer of CCB arrived in Grune-
walde and viewed the situation, he ordered the bridgehead

abandond and a withdrawal to defensive positions on the
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west bank of the Elbe. Company L was assumed to have been
either captured or annihilated in the town of Elbenau. The
return crossing was effected despite volumes of enemy artil-
lery which were directed at our troops. In the early after-
noon Company L discovered that the enemy was still unaware
of their presence in the town. Three volunteers were sent
to scout the town and locate a rout of withdrawal, The at-
tached artillery observer who, when capture seemed immi-
nent, had broken the crystals, twisted off the frequency

knob, and run a screw driver through his set several times,



managed to repair the radio and contacted a friendly artil-
lery liaison plane. His request for a smoke barrage on the
town, to conceal the withdrawal and escape of the Company,
was complied with. Three scouts led the entire Company
undetected through the enemy-held town, capturing a startled
enemy cfficer on the way.

They succeeded in crossing the open area and were enter-
ing a woods which led toward the river, when an enemy
tank moving through the smoke began to fire at them.
Friendly fighter planes which ‘were over the area flew di-
rectly over the Company, and under the threat of air attack,
the enemy tank withdrew. Covered by friendly planes,
Company L reached the river after having remained behind
the enemy lines 11 hours. When the Battalion had been or-
dered to withdraw from Elbenau, the men pleaded with
their commanders to be given the opportunity to assault the
town to attempt to rescue their comrades who had been cut
off. Their miraculous appearance at the river bank was re-
ceived with rejoicing. The Battalion returned to Regimen-
tal control and assembled in the vicinty of Gr. Rodensleben.

During the same day, the Second Battalion had crossed the
Elbe farther south, while TFR had remained in a defensive
line was of Magdeburg in the vicinity of Hohendodeleben.
Company E, ith the exception of one platoon which tied in
with Company F, moved into an assembly area in Gutergluck
while troops of the 17th Armored Engineers defended the
town. On the morning of the 16th of April, Company E
received word that the defensive positions held by the Engi-
neers to the northeast of the town had been overrun by a
strong German counterattack. At 0800 the attack hit the
right flank, with one prong striking the rear of the Com-
pany. With the Company solidly engaged with the enemy
to the front, only the CP group was left to meet this at-
tack. One officer and three men picked up their weapons and
met the enemy. They took positions in the second story of a
building and brought fire down on 40 enemy infantry ad-
vancing up the street. The aggressive enemy force continued
to advance, laying down heavy fire as they drove nearer to
the small group. One man stood exposed in the window and
shot down four of the enemy. The sheer weight and force
of the enemy drive had carried them to within 200 yards of
these four men.

When the accurate small arms fire slowed the enemy’s
A friendly

tank located in the yard below was abandoned by its crew

advance, they brought up a self-propelled gun.

because they considered the stand useless and hopeless. Al-
though faced with 10-to-1 odds, the men remained to protect
their Company’s rear. Sergeant Vannice ran back through
the enemy fire to obtain a bazooka. Returning with it and

an arm full of rockets, he took his positin back in the win-
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dow. He opened fire at the SP gun and missed. His fire
drew the attention of the gun crew and they immediately
fired four rounds of HE back at him, Although his expo-
sure at the window continued to bring fire, he again took
aim and fired another rocket. This time he knocked out the
gun and killed two of the enemy who had been following it.
The gun commander quickly emerged and was instantly
killed by Sergeant Vannice. In the hours of close-range
fighting that followed, both the officer, Lieutenant Holycross,
and Sergeant Vannice were wounded, but neither man left
his post until the last enemy before them had been either
killed or wounded. Sergeant Vannice, exhausted from the

loss of blood, then fainted at his post.

Meanwhile, the major portion of the Company was fight-
ing the same type of battle. The enemy, by the sheer weight
of his armor, pushed into the town. Our forces, although
outnumbered, fought a gallant battle, outwitting and out-
fighting the Jerries at every turn. The enemy found every
effort stopped. He swung from the north and came in from
the east. 'When that failed, he swung in from the south and
tried coming in behind the Company. His every drive was
met by a small group of men who seemed to materialize from
nowhere. The enemy recklessly shoved self-propelled guns
up the streets, only to have four of them knocked out by
crafty bazooka men. Contact was made with the 83rd Di-
vision on their right, and they promised that support would
be on its way soon. This support arrived after the enemy
attack had been stopped, but in time to help clean up the en-
emy resistance in the east side of town. This lone Company
had thoroughly defeated a vastly superior enemy force. The
enemy dead alone (99) was almost equal to the Company’s
fighting strength. To add to the German losses, 125 pris-
oners we-e mopped up. This battle crushed the last major
enemy offensive action which we were to see during the
war.

Late that day, the Second Battalion returned to Regimen-
tal control and assembled in the vicinity of Schnarlslegen.
At midnight the night of the 16th, the Reg'ment, minus the
First Battalion, returned to 30th Division control. The next
day the Regiment, minus the First Battalion, and a battalion
of the 66th Armored Regiment (tanks) attacked east to take
Diesdorf, a suburb of Magdeburg. Little serious resistance
was met until the troops had taken Diesdorf and were con-
tinuing east. Dug-in 88’s gave stiff resistance for several
hours until they were knocked out by mortar fire. Contact
was made with the 117th in the western edge of Magdeburg
at 1600. The First Battalion, as part of a task force, was
also in the outskirts, having a rough time of it.

Other units of the Second Armored had not been so suc-

cessful, and the Regiment was ordered to dig in for the night.



Tedious occupational duties

The Regiment jumped off at 0630 the next morning only to
be later pinched out by the advance of the 117th across our
front. The First Battalion continued its fight in the town.

The 19th passed with the Regiment holding its position.
On the 20th we relieved the Second Armored Division and,
with the return of the First Battalion, occupied wide defen-
sive positions in the town and along the river to the south,
The remaining days of the month and of the war passed
quietly. We soon became involved in the complexity of mil-
itary government and occupation while we waited for the
Russans to join us. Thousands of enemy troops in the terri-
tory between the two armies continued to flee west toward
the Elbe. Their main object in life now was to escape the
Russians and to be captured by us. They tried a variety of
tricks and even offered wholesale surrender. Our Division
already had taken thousands more than could be properly
processed, and we were forced to refuse their offer. Our out-
posts on the river turned them back to await the well-known
Russian hospitality.

MAY

Schonebeck—Welsleben—Swhwaneberg—OQOccupational Du-
ties—Contact with the Rusisans—V-E Day.

May first found the Regiment actually enjoying the
war. With the exception of motorized patrols and guard,
duty was light. Food and drink were more or less plentiful,
though of dubious quality. We realized for the first time
that Spring was about us and that nature and life had con-

tinued in spite of the war. Peace rumors flitted about in
abundance, and we wondered how it would feel to live in a
world of peace again. PEACE—a word lost from our vocab-
ularies and minds—had a strange, almost forgotten meaning.

The Russians reported substantial gains in Berlin itself.
Peace feelers extended to the British in the north appeared
promising, while the Italian front was folding up rapidly.
Our sector had stagnated; the silence and inactivity rasped

Contact

on our nerves. After months of tenseness and fatigue, the
let-down was staggering. Many of us found ourselves aged
beyond our years—old mentally, in body, in spirit. We
could only look forward to months more of combat with
Japan, or at the best, in occupation in Germany. To an
American neither prospect was pleasant.

The few survivors of our original Regiment, who had
lived on borrowed time so long, accepted fate as inevitable,
while the newer members griped. We all knew that an in-
fantryman’s end is only a matter of time. In any case, we
had learned to appreciate and to thank God for our existence.
Every minute, every hour had become sacred—a gift to be
extended miserly and enjoyed to the fullest.

Our positions were gradually extended south until we-
occupied the area in the vicinity of Schonebeck. Occupation
difficulties were aggravated by the lack of civilian transporta-
tion and municipal utilities. Thousands of civilians were
on the move—our road blocks were swamped with women
and crying children.

The third brought news that the Russians were only 92
miles away. Excitement ran high on both sides of the river.
The Germans were in panic. They attempted to swim and
boat across, and in our excitement, we almost let them do it.
Observers reported that Russian columns could be seen on
the fourth. At 0630 May fifth, G Company made contact
with an advance Russian element. The First Battalion con-

tacted another column near Grunewalde at 1530.

Two great armies joined ; to us it was the symbol of the
end. Infantrymen of two nations had fought their way across
2,000 miles of swamps, rivers, mountains, and plains to
greet each other warmly and then stand and look at one
another foolishly. A few drinks and common interests soon
overcame’ the hesitancy, and warm friendships were born.
We found the Russians direct and aggressive. They knew
what they wanted and only considered the cost after their
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ends had been achieved. The common soldier was a likeable
chap, rough and crude by nature. He had a fine sense of
humor, though it sometimes had a sadistic twist., After sce-
ing the Russian soldier, it was easier to understand how
their country could absorb such terrible defeats and losses,
and still survive.

They marveled at the quantity of our equipment, and we
at their lack of it. It was hard to believe that they had done
so much with so little. This junction sealed, beyond doubt,
the door of doom of Naziism. As General Patton’s ad-
vance closed the Southern Redoubt, this junction split Ger-
many through the heart.

Enemy resistance in the entire country disihtegrated and
crumbled to dust. Companies, regiments, and divisions
laid down their arms and surrendered.

On the sixth, semiofficial channels reported that hostilities
would cease at 0001 that night. Late that afternoon this
report was officially cancelled. At 0900 on the seventh, the
official order was received. Hostilities would officially cease
at 0001 on the morning of the eighth, Surprising as it may
seem, the news created very little excitement. After our junc-
tion with the Russians, the official end served only as an anti-
climax to that which we already knew. The German civil
population celebrated jubilantly while we watched and tried
to figure out why a country should celebrate defeat. We
had a few drinks, lost interest, called it off, and let just
another day pass. That night men retired early, to lie for
hours in their blankets—mulling over the past and dreaming
of the future. There was little happiness, one way or the
other.

Two more months of occupation and we were on our way

home to train and equip for the Pacific. Fortune smiled on

us again, for Japan surrendered and our task came to an end.
The Regiment returned to this country to be deactivated at
its original station—Ft. Jackson, S. C.—in December, 1945.

We have a record to be proud of—five campaigns behind
us with honor and glory enough for three regiments. 2,864
of our officers and men wear decorations from five Allied
countries. A grateful Belgian Government presented us
the Belgium Fourragere. Grateful Army, Division, and
Regimental Commanders have added their praise to that of
foreign nations.

Our battle standard, hallowed by sacrifice, blood, and
costly victory, is again in its sheath. Honored with battle
streamers, it shall rest peacefully only if those of us who
remain perpetuate the comradeship, righteousness, and free-

dom whose cost has been so dear.




SELECTEDND COMMENDATIODNS

HEADQUARTERS NINTH U. S. ARMY
Office of the Commanding General

APO 339 U. §. Army
15 March 1945

830,13 GNMCS
SUBJECT : Commendation.
THROUGH: Commanding General, XIX Corps, AFO 270, U, 8.

Army,
TO : Commanding Goneral, 30th Infantry Division,

APO 30, U, 8, Army.

1. It was a distinet pleasure to me last October when I
learned that the 30th Infantry Division was being assigned to
the Ninth Army; a pleasure all the more keenly felt because of
the fact of my previous association as one-time commander
of the Division, 1 have b en happy to share with you the
pride of accomplishment that has characterized the Ivistory of
your Division since the initiation of operations on the Continent.

2. The operation just concluded again furnished your Division
with an opportunity to distinguish itself. 1 secarc-ly need point
out that this opportunity was accepted and completely exploited
by the Division, thereby adding another glowing chapter to the
record,

4. Particularly gratifying to me was the surprise which was
achi-ved in your crossing of the Roer River at an unsuitable
site, and the ingenuity with which your organization overcame
the difficulties of building up a bridgehead despite meager
access and egress roads, Your expeditious clearing of Hambach
Forest and the firm protection which you furnished for the
Army right flank, materially assisted the Army to successfully
execute the man uver by which the enemy was turned out of
his positions and driven to retreat across his own lines of*
communication,

4. 1t was characterisitic of your Division that, with the ori-
ginal mission accomplished, you were ready and waiting to
execute anoth r mission—that of further securing the Army's
right flank and facilitating the capture of the key strongpoint
of Neuss, z

B. It is with great personal pleasure that I acknowledge the
splendid Jjob performcd by the 30th Infantry Divigion and
express my commendation of the individual contribution made
by every officer and man.

ft/ W. H. SIMPSON

1st Ind.

HQ XIX CORPS, APO 270
380,13 (A)
TO: Commanding General, 30th Infantry Division, APO 30. U, 8.
Army.

1. The op:ration to which the Army Commander's commen-
dation is directed was, in effect, a flanking movement, swinging
wide of the strongly situated Munchen-Gladbach area and
driving against the Rhine, then splitting the industrial area
along the west bank of the Rhine. This was accomplished by
this Corps quickly and well ahead of schedule, clearing twenty-
six (26) miles of the west side of the river. As such it is a
classical as well as a historic achlevement. The smoothn:ss
of this successful operation was vitally influenced by the
thorough and rapid action of your division, by which the blow
never lost its momentum. and the enemy mov s to check the
advance were overrun before they got underway.

2, This can easily be consider:zd an outstanding operation of
the war. and the remarks of the Army commander are there-
fore of high significance.

Jt/ RAYMOND 8. McLAIN
Major General, U. 8.
Commanding

2nd Ind.
HEADQUARTERS 30TH INFANTRY DIVISION,

APO 30, 25 March 1945.
380,13
(16 Mar 45)

TO: Commanding Officers, All Units, Assigned and Attached,
30th Infantry Division,

This commendation is YOURS—each of you who participated
so fully and so well in thig splendid achievement. It is with
great pleasure and pride that I forward it to you who made it
possible,

/t/ L. 8. HOBES
Major General, TU. 8. Army

Lieutenant General. U. 8. Army Commanding
Commanding
HEADQUARTERS NINTH U. S. ARMY dgt Tnd:
Office of the Commanding General HQ XIX CORPS, APO 270, U. S. ARMY

APO 339, U. §. Army
9 April 1945
830,13 GNMOCG
SUBJECT : Commendation
THROUGH: Commanding General, XIX Corps, APO 270, U, 8.
Army,
TO : Major General Leland 8. Hobbs
Commanding General, 30th Infantry Division,
APO 30, U, 8. Army.

1. T should feel remiss in my duty as a soldier were I to fail
to make ricord of my admiration of the splendid manner in
which your division once again distinguished itself in the
Rhine crossing operation.

2. I searcely need point out that the Rhine crossing con-
stitutes one of the most important accomplishments since
D-Day. Moriover, I feel that it will be treated in military
history as an outstanding exploit of American arms representing,
as it does. the last eritical turning point on the road to
victory in this Theater.

3. It was with a feeling of pride that I selected your division
as one of tho two assault units for the initial crossing. The
splendid performance of the Division in accomplishing this and
the subsequent task of exploitation stands without need of
embellishment in the form of verbal analysis or praise, I can
only state once again that I de.m it a privilege to have this
opportunity of congratulating you upon another magnificent
achievement.

4. Once again may I ask that you transmit to your officers
and men my highest commendation for a job well done and
my most sincere appreciation of the contribution made by each
member of your fine Division,

/t/ W. H. SIMPSON
Lieutenant General, U. 8. Army
Commanding.

330.13 (A)
TO: Commanding General, 30th Infantry Division, APO 30.
I am very pleased to note and transmit the above commen-

dation,
/t/ RAYMOND 8 McLAIN

Major General, U. 8. Army
Commanding.

2nd Ind.
HEADQUARTERS 30TH INFANTRY DIVISION,

APO 30, 27 April 1945.
330,13

(9 Apr 45) 3
TO: Officers and Men, Assigned and Attached Units, 30th In-

fantry Division.

1. It is with the deepest satisfaction and pleasure that T
add to this filne commendation from Li‘utenant General W. H.
Simpson, Commander of the Ninth TUnitcd States Army, my
congratulations to each of you. Your brilliant performance in
this operation has added new laurels to the outstanding rep-
utation of the Division,

2. This commendation will bz read to all troops at the first
opportunity after receipt.

/tf L. 8. HOBBS
Major General—U. 3. Army
Commanding
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FROM REGIMENTAL FILES

RESTRICTED
HEADQUARTERS 2D ARMORED DIVISION

Office of the Division Commander
18 April 1945,

A PO 252
SUBJECT : Commendation.
TO 1 Lt. Col. Carlton E. Stuart, Commanding Officer,
Third Battalion, 119th Infantry Regiment.
THRU : Commanding General, 30th Infantry Division.

1. T desire to commend you and your Battalion for your
ga!lant and heroic action during the cstablishment of a bridge-
head across the Elbe River, Germany, by the Second Armored
Division. Having forced a crossing of the six hundred foot
wide river in assault boats on the night of April 13th, wyou
successfully executed the difficult night maneuver of slipping
your bridgehead south for several miles through hostile and
unfamiliar terrain to a more favorable crossing site. Then at
first light, against a numerically superior enemy supported by
tanks and s:lf-propelled guns, you repelled a vicious attack
designed to eradicate the brideghead. Men, cut off from their
command during this attack by enemy armor, courageously and
ingeniously made their way to the river and swam back to
safcty,

2, Throughout the action, your esprit de corps, soldierly
skill, and gallantry under fire were outstanding. The entire
Division takes pride in the gallant and heroic stand made by
your command,

t/ I. D. WHITE
Major General, U. 8. Army

1st Ind.
HEADQUARTERS 30TH INFANTRY DIVISION,
APO 30, U. §. Army, 21 April 1945

201.22

(18 Apr 45)

TO: Commanding Officer, 3d Battallon, 118th Infantry, APO 320;
THRU: Commanding Officer, 119th Infantry, APO 30,

It is with pride that I forward this letter of commendation,
and I desire to add my congratulations for the skill and heroism
demonstrated by you and your men during this engagemcnt.
Your actions are worthy of the high traditions and reputa-
tion of this Division.

t/ L. 8. HOBBS
Major General—U. 8. Army
Commanding

Znd Ind.

HEADQUARTERS 119TH INFANTRY,
APO 30, U. S. Army, 9 May 1945.

201.22
(18 Apr 45)
TO: Commanding Officer, 3rd Battalion, 119th Infantry, APO 30,
U. 8 Army.
1. Gallantry and combat efficiency as cited in this fine letter
have resulted in the unconditional surrender of Germany today.

= The part played by wyou and your battalion in gaining this final
Commd.n-dlug objective has been consistently outstanding.
2. Please accept and convey to those under your command my
sincere congratulations.
t/ R. A. BAKER
Colonel, Infantry
Commanding
RESTRICTED
HEADQUARTERS 66TH ARMORED REGIMENT RESTRICTED
19 April 1945 srd Ind.

APO 252
SUBJECT : Commendation.
O : Commanding Officer, 119th Infantry Regiment, APO
30 (Thu Chann 1s)

1. The SBecond Battalion, 11%th Infantry Regiment, was a part
of Task Force “B" under my command, in its advance from
Augustdorf to Magdeburg, Germany, during the period 2-14
April 1945,

2. I desire to commend Li. Col, Hal D. McCown, command-
ing for his splendid cooperation, aggressive 1| _adership, and
outstanding professional skill, and through him, his entire
Battalion for its teamwork, aggressiveness, and all-round pro-
ficieney in combat,

3. It was a pleasure having this Battalion associated with
us and it is hoped that in the future we may gain other
ohjectives together.

(t) WILLIAM M. STOKES. JR.,
Colonel, 66th Armored Regiment
Commanding

1st Ind,
HEADQUARTERS COMBAT COMMAND “A”,
2d Arm’d Div, 19 April 45
JHC/hjn
30.

TO: Commanding Officer, 119th Infantry Regiment, APO
It is a pleasure to forward this commendation and to empha-
size the sentiments expressed by Colonel Stokes.
(t) J. H. COLLIER
Brigadier General, USA
Commanding

2nd Ind.
HEADQUARTERS 2D ARMORED DIVISION,
APO 252, 19 April 1945.

TO: Commanding Officer, 119th Infantry Regiment, APO 30

I have personal knowledge of the excellent work performed
by Licutenant Colonel McCown and his Battalion during the
recent operation and forward this commendation with real
pleasure,

Wt) I. D. WHITE
Major General, U 8 Army
Commanding

HEADQUARTERS 30TH INFANTRY DIVISION,
APO 30, U. §. Army, 25 April 1945.

201.22
(19 Apr 45)
TO: Commanding Officer, 2nd Battalion, 119th Infantry, APO

30, U 8 Army: THROUGH: Commanding Officer, 119th
Infantry.

It is indeed gratifying to receivz this letter of commenda-
tion for the splendid work you did while your organization was
attached to another division. I desire to add my personal com-
mendation to that contained in basic communication for each
officer and man of your command for an efficicntly accomplished
task.

L. 5. HOBBS
Major General—U. 8. Army
Commanding

4th Ind.
HQS. 119TH INF.,
APO 30, U. S. Army, 28 April 1945.

201.22
(19 Apr 45)
TO: Lt. Col, HAL D. McCOWN, 2nd Battalion, 119th Infantry,
U. 8. Army
All members of the Regiment are honored and share my

pride in forwarding this fine lett r which recognizes the out-
standing performance of your Battalion caring recently opera-
tions.

R. A, BAKER

Colonel, Infantry

Commanding




RESTRICTED RESTRICTED

HEADQUARTERS COMBAT COMMAND *“A» 2nd Ind.
2d Armored Division . HQ XIX CORPS,
T day APO 270, U. S. Army, 29 April 1945
SUBJECT: Commendation 330,13 (A)
TO : Commanding Officer, 119th Infantry Regimental TO: CG, 30th Inf. Div,, APO 30, U. 8. Army.

I am pleased to note and forward th2 above commendation,

Combat T am.
t/ RAYMOND 8. McLAIN
1. The 119th Infantry Regimental Combat Team (less Third fMajm- General, U, S, Army

Battallon) was attached to Combat Command “A" in its ad- Commanding
vance from the Teutowberger-Wald to the Elbe River, Germany,
during the period 2-17 April 1845,

2. I desire to commend Colonel Hugh D. McHugh, 2-4 April ard Ind.
1945, and Colonel Russell A. Baker, 4-17 April 1945, for their
exemplary leadership of the Command during the periods in- HEADQUARTERS 30TH INFANTRY DIVISION,
dicated and all members of their Command of their excep-
tional soldierly skill, Throughout the operation, the aggres- APO 30, 2 May 1945.
sive and cooperative spirit of the Command and its leaders was 330.13
of inestimabl: assistance in overcoming the difficulties in- (20 Apr 45)
herent in the fAuid, rapidly moving situation. TO: Commanding Officer, 119th Infantry. APO 30,
3, It was a real pleasure to have worked with this Regi- This commendation has been read with the keenest pleasure
mental Combat Team. It is my sincere hope that we may and In forwarding it, I desire to add my own congratulations I
be associated together in future operations. for this outstanding performance, :
t/ J. H. COLLIER t/ L. 8, HOBBS I

& T oa .
Brigadier General U, 8. Army Major General, U, 8, Army

Commanding

dth Ind.
1st Ind, HEADQUARTERS 119TH INFANTRY,
HEADQUARTERS 2D ARMORED DIVISION, o APO 30, U. §. Army, 5 May 1945.
APO 252, 25 April 1945. (20 Apr 45)
(20 Apr 45) 7asb TO: ((i‘omms.ndlng Officers, All Units, 119th Infantry Combat
TO: Commanding Officer, 119th Infantry Regimental Combat 1 T:?m . -
Team, (THRU CHANNELS) . is generous commendation, I hope, covers our last
. operation, Again I extend hearty congratulations to every
Thizs commendation is forwarded with sincere pleasure as 1 officer and enlisted man of our combat team for his valiant
have personal knowledge of the work of this Regimental efforts which made possible the successful accomplishment of
Combat Team and its commanding officers. Their performance this Important mission,
of duty was at all times superior and reflected great credit 2. The Third Battalion has been commended for Its out-
upon themselves and upon the Division of which they are a standing performance during this operation in a separate
part. T : letter from C, G. CCA, Second Armored Division,
t/ L. D. WH t/ R. A. BAKER
Major General, U 8 Army Colonel, Infantry
Commanding Commanding

HEADQUARTERS 30TH INFANTRY DIVISION

GENERAL ORDER: APO No. 30

5 May 1945
NUMEER 96

BATTLE HONORS

Under the provisions of Section IV, Circular Number 333,
War Department, 1943, and pursuant to authority granted by
Commanding General, Ninth United States Army, the follow-
ing Battle Honors are anounccd:

The First Battalion, 119th Infantry Regiment, United States
Army, reinforced, is cited for outstanding performance of duty
in action against the enemy from 19 December 1944 to 21
December 1944, in Belgium, The Battalion occupied positions
along a route through which a strong German armored in-
fantry column was attempting to pass, having overrun all
organized resistance which had blocked their advance., Despite
numerically superior enemy forces and badly depleted person-
nel of their own companies, the men of the Battalion, realizing
that theirs was the last line of resistance, fought heroieally.
During three fanatical and furious enemy counterattacks the
Battalion, with two companies accounting for approximately
only sixty men each, and using clerks, messengers, and drivers
as riflemen, fought heroieally and drove the ememy back. Non-
commissioned officers and privates assumed command unhesitat-
ingly after their leaders had been killed or wounded, and though
the Battalion suffered 148 casualties during this engagement, the
men never faltered. After repulsing an attack and though
suffering heavy losses they immediately reorganized under
paralyzing enemy fire to successfully withstand subsequent
attacks by the enemy in this all out cffort. All participants
fought with dogged determination of giving no ground and in
the face of almost continuous heavy fire, stood firm, doing their
duty unhesitatingly and with unexcelled individual courage.

L. 8. HOBES
Major General — U. 8, Army
Commanding
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G~ THE 119TH INFANTRY —O

Composed and Dedicated to the Regiment
by
FRED G. KNOX

The war lords of the Rising Sun
Deeming the war in Europe won,
Trusting the Western Eagle Slept,
At our Pacific outposts lept—

Tore our unconquered flag to strips.

And in our harbors sank our ships.

Then formed the lads of victory

The Hundred Nineteenth Infantry.
Colonel Ednie trained you for the wars.
You saw both France and England’s shores,
Received your baptism of fire

When Hitler's Panzers lost the Vire.

With Colonel Sutherland attain

Pont Hebert, Troisgots and Mortain.

There the 8§ Troops in counter meet

And make them taste their first defeat.

At Aachen broke that hope and sign

Of German power, the Siegfried Line;

Again the First Shock Troops in fierce attack
At Stoumont you meet and drive them back.

On Christmas Baker took command
Squeezed out the Bulge and led his band

T'o cross the flooded Roer and Rhine.

There with the Second Armored you combine.
Sweep the Wesser and the Rhineland plain,
Proving all Bosche resistance vain.

This combination proved so rough—

The Jerries cried enough—enough.

You sacrificed to keep us free

By your unshaken bravery.

The Nations praise and honor thee

For courage and fidelity ;

Pattern of all our force should be

THE HUNDRED AND NINETEENTH INFANTRY.
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Henri-Chapel Military Cemetery

Heavenly Father, for our most honored dead the strife is over; those whose lives and
deeds once mingled with ours, and who always will live deep in our memory. May
we never forget their noble sacrifice. Help us by thy strength to maintain the free-
dom for which they fought and died. They have not died in vain, but in the hope
that thy will may be done on earth as it is in Heaven. May their deeds challenge
us, their lives inspire us, and their achievements live after us. In the name of our

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ we pray.
Amé‘ﬂ.

Cuaprrain R, 8. STANSFIELD
Regimental Chaplain
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