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This history is a record of the services of the 
citizens of a distinctive Virginia community in 
all phases of the civilfan and the military effort. 
It tells of their cooperation in the war activi- . 
ties of the home front , narrates in their own 
words how they fought on battlefields through 
out the -world, and includes four rosters which 
constitute, to the maximum practicable extent, 
a digest of their careers in the armed forces of 
the United States. 

This volume is the first local war history to 
be issued under a program for the compilation 
and publication of narratives and interpreta
tions of the war effort as it affected Virginia 
cit ies and counties. Such studies have been en 
couraged by the Virginia World War II History 
Commission, the official agency of the state 
government for the collection of war records 
and the printing of volumes intended to portray 
the way in which the citizens of the Common
wealth of Virginia as a whole contributed to 
the defeat of the Axis powers and felt the im
pact of the war. 

The volume is documented, indexed, and 
illustrated. Specific references to the wartime 
experiences of various leaders and average citi
zens of the locality are made whenever their 
frequently-forgotten services were discoverable. 
It affords an ins:ght into the way in which na
tional and international policies and programs 
connected with the war were adapted by demo 
cratic application into the very life of a given 
American community, calling forth a liberality 
and unity of spirit which inspired many per
sons to unusual exertions for the common cause . 
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The USS CHARLOTTESVILLE, still on inland waters, 
steams forth to war. 
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! ........ _, Always a friend to peace, and believing 
it to promote eminently the happiness and 

prosperity of mankind, I am ever unwilling 

that it should be disturbed until greater and 

more imperious interests . call for an appeal 

to force. Whenever that shall take place, 

I feel a perfect confidence that the energy and 

enterprise displayed by my fellow citizens in 

the pursuits of peace, will be equally eminent 

in those of war. 

Letter of Thomas Jefferson to Captain 

Charles Christian , January 14, 1807 

. . 
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To the citizens of Charlottesville and Albe11iarle County, 

who by their energy and enterprise in the pursuits of war 

hoped to 11iake possible a return to the pursuits of peace. 
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Generom financial assistance 

from, a public spirited underwriter, 

THE PEOPLES NATIONAL BANK 

of Charlottesville, 

has 11iade possible the publication 

of this record of the participation of the people of 

Charlottesville and Albeniarle County, Virginia, 

in the Second World War. 

worldwartwoveterans.org 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



worldwartwoveterans.org 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



· Contents 
Illustrations and Tables _____ __ _____ ___ ___ __ ____ xiii 

Foreword, by W. Edwin Hemphill ____ __________ __ xv 

Preface, by Gertrude Dana Parlier ______ ___ _____ xxi 

Part I-On The Hon1,e Front 

I. Introduction 3 

II. Organizing for Civilian Defense ____ ____ __________ 7 

by Gertrude D ana Pa rlier, W. Edwi n Hemp hill , and 
Hi lda Noel Sch roe t ter 

III. Buying War Bonds ---- - ----- - - ---- - ------ - - - - --- 25 
by Will iam M . E . Rachal 

IV. Salvaging Scarce Materials 41 
by Ge rtrude D ana Pa rlier and E lizabe th D abney Coleman 

V. Living with Less under 0 . P . A. ____ ____ __ _____ ___ 55 
by Ma rvin W. Schlegel and Will iam M. E . R achal 

VI. Manufacturing War Goods _________ _________ __ __ 77 

by Ma rvin W . Schlegel 

VII. Producing Food and Fiber ____ ____ __ ____________ 95 
by Gertrude Dana Pa rlier and E liza beth D abney Coleman 

VIII. Working with the Red Cross ____ __ ____ ______ ___ _ 125 
by E lla W illiams Sm ith 

IX. Providing Recreation and Relief __ ____ ______ ______ 147 
by Ge rtru de D ana Parl ier and W . Edw in H emphill 

X. Guarding the Home Front _________ ______________ _ 171 · 

by Newton B. J ones 

XI. Mobilizing under Selective Service ___ ______ _______ 185 
by W ill iam M. E . Rachal 

xi 

worldwartwoveterans.org 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



Part II-On The Battle Fronts 

XII. Introduction --- - -- - ----- - - - - --------- - -- - ---- - --- 203 

XIII. -Liberating Mediterranean Shores _____ ___ ____ __ ____ 205 
by Gertrude Dana Parlier and William M. E. Racha l 

XIV. Assaulting Fortress Europe _______________________ 225 
by Gertrude Dana Parlier and Wi ll iam M. E. Rachal 

XV. I sland-Hopp in g Across the Pacific ________________ 251 
by Gertrude Dana Parlier and W illiam M. E. Rachal 

Part Ill-Personnel In The Armed Forces 

XVI. Introduction -------------------------- ______ _____ 287 

XVII. Gold Star Honor Roll of Albemarle County ___ ___ ___ 291 

XVIII. Gold Star Honor Roll of Charlottesville City ___ ___ _ 297 

XIX. Blue Star Honor Roll of Albemarle County ________ 305 

XX. Blue Star Honor Roll of Charlottesvi lle City _______ 353 

Notes -------------------------------------------- 407 

Index -- - -------------------- - ------------ - ------ 419 

xii 

worldwartwoveterans.org 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



Illustrations and Tables 

Illustrations 

The USS Charlottesville, still on inland 
waters, steams forth to war. _ frontispiece 

Headlines, September 1, 1939 xxv 

Headlines, December 8, 1941 xxv1 

" The hand that held the dagqer has struck it 
into the back of its neighbor.". Z 

Charlottesville Negro choirs form a V for Victory 
to open the Third War Loan Drive. . 30 

The Ix mill in Charlottesville receives the 
first star for its " E" pennant _ 8 2 

Captain Williams presents to Southern Welding's 
partners their first "E" flag _ 8 7 

Weaving tire cord fabric in the U . S. Rubber 
Company plant at Scottsville. _ 9 2 

"Holkham," the H. V. Herold farm near Ivy , 
is a model of soil conservation . . - . JJO 

Richard Overton and his wife, soil conservationists, 
display a war product. . 111 

Ruth Risher and Disney murals entertain soldiers 
in a snack bar in Egypt. . 134 

Miss Dinwiddie and an assistant sort Victory Book 
Campaign volumes in the Alderman Librnry. 16 7 

10th Battalion Staff, Virginia State Guard , poses 
for a portrait in March , 1945.. 174 

xiii 

worldwartwoveterans.org 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



I 

The Charlottesville Presbyterian Church uses the 
same service flag for two wars.. . I 9 7 

Gallant "Nick" Craw "knew he was taking a big 
chance, but he wanted to." . 2 I 0 

" How I got through I'll never know." Billy 
Washington of Crozet receives the DSC. . 235 

Frank Peregory of the Monticello Guard "didn't 
miss a one of the Jerries.". 238 

Headlines , May 7, 1945 250 

" They are doing it in the best Marine tradition," 
Vandegrift wrote, "and I could add nothing to it." 259 

Mrs. J. Emmett Gleason makes a hit as she christens 
the USS Charlottesville 2 8 I 

With all her signal flags flying, the USS Charlottesville 
takes her first dip . 2 8 2 

Headlines, August 15, 1945 284 

Tables 

War Bond Sales, Charlottesville and Albemarle 
County. 40 

Organization and Work of the Albemarle County 
Chapter, American Red Cross . . . 142 

Red Cross Workers With the Armed Forces Overseas. 14 5 

Albemarle County Selective Service Board.. . . 2UO 

Charlottesville City Selective Service Board 200 

Table of Abbreviations. 2 9 0 

xiv 

worldwartwoveterans.org 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



Foreword 

"Every generation which fights a great war wants to read about it 
afterward." Thus began an article on "The War History of Vir
ginia" in the U niuersi ty of Virginia News Letter seven weeks bdore 
Germany surrendered in 1945. This acute observation was n;iade by 
Lester J. Cappon, one of the founders of the Albemarle County His
torical Society and its first Editor, who was then serving as the 
Director of the Virginia World War II History Commission and has 
since become Vice President of the Southern Historical Association. 
Not only he but also other members of the Albemarle County His
torical Society had already taken thought about the morrow of peace 
when historians would search out records of the Second World War 
and would attempt to recreate its story. 

On January 25, 1945, soon after American forces in the Ardennes 
Forest had turned back Germany's final desperate counterattack in 
the Battle of the Bulge, the Society devoted one of its quarterly 
meetings to a program entitled "Albemarle County Goes to War, 
1941-1945," consisting of reports from leaders of vario'us local war 
act1vlt1es. Henry McComb Bush reviewed the history of the Char
lottesville and Albemarle County Civilian Defense Council, Gus K. 
Tebell told how national war price and rationing policies were made 
effectual in the community, several leaders of the Albemarle County 
Chapter of the American Red Cross described various divisions of 
its war work, Louis Chauvenet traced the development of Victory 
Gardens in the city and the county, and Mrs. Robert V. Funsten 
summarized the services of the U . S. 0. in Charlottesville. 

The Society was confronted during the course of that evening with 
a graphic illustration of the value of recording the fleeting facts of 
history while they are still remembered or ascertainable. One of the 
speakers had sought in vain to discover simple facts about the loca
tion, program, and number of volunteer workers of the Albemarle 
County Chapter of the American Red Cross during the First World 
War. Having been unable to locate any records pertinent to these 
questi.ons, she had then with complete lack of success interviewed 
numerous persons of vigorous minds who recalled vaguely that they 
had participated in Red Cross activities during 1917 -1918 but whose 
memories failed to authenticate a single detail relati.ve to where they 
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worked, under whose direction, and with what results. A member 
of the Society was able to relieve the concern produced by her nar
ration of this vain quest for any knowledge of local Red Cross vol
unteers of a generation ago and of how they had met their problems. 
This distressing gap in local history was filled- or at least a con
densed summary of the matter was found-in the presence of all 
persons assembled when someone read a paragraph or two from the 
brief sketch of Albemarle County's part in the First World War 
which was published by the Virginia War History Commission of 
1919-1927. The value of a published record could not have been 
more memorably revealed nor the obvious moral more effectively 
pointed if the entire scene had been dramatized, rehearsed, and staged 
for the purpose. 

It was quite evident that evening that members of the So,ciety 
found this incomplete and summary review of home front mobiliza
tions both interesting and inspiring. It was clearly worthwhile to 
look back into the darker days through which the community and 
the nation had recently passed. It was good to evaluate the influ
ences and the democratic techniques under which American people 
had worked unitedly for the victory which was to come, quite in 
keeping with the optimistic expectations which then generally pre
vailed, within the year. The Society knew that it had enjoyed a 
foretaste of a story which should be told in richer detail. It was 
high time that something should be done to preserve permanently a 
more complete record of the community 's part in the attainment of 
victory. 

This impetus to further accomplishment by the Society in the 
field of local war history was soon accentuated. In the spring of 
1945 the Virginia World War II History Commission proposed to 
the governing officials of Charlottesville and Albemarle County that 
they should use public funds to finance the collection of local war 
records and the publication of one or two local war histories. The 
recommendation by this new agency of the state government, which 
had established its headquarters and research office in the Alderman 
Library of the University of Virginia, had been made in keeping 
with specific statutory authorization and in accord with a statewide 
policy of the Commission. Since this suggestion met with no favor
able response, the hopes of interested members of the Society soon 
began to center upon the Society itself as a very proper alternative 
agency for the direction of a war history project. 

In the Society's first meeting after the Japanese surrender its mem
bership voted that it should undertake the preparation and publica
tion of a local war history and that its President should appoint a 
committee to supervise all phases of the work. The War History 
Committee which has now seen the project to its completion consists 
of members of the Society and some other community leaders , each 
of whom has contributed something of value to its ultimate success. 
Members other than the writer include Miss Mary Stamps White 
(Mrs. William Gerhard Suhling, Jr.), chairman, Chester R. Babcock 
of the city, Henry McComb Bush of the county, Dr. Lester J. 
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Cappon, now of Williamsburg, Virginia, Miss Nancy B. Gordon of 
the city, Mrs. John W. MacLeod of Crozet, Dr. Bernard Mayo of 
the University of Virginia, Mrs. W. Allan Perkins of the city, Leon
ard H. Peterson of the city, and Mrs. Larned D. Randolph, formerly 
of Keene and now of North Garden. 

When the committee had considered several possible means of 
financing what would obviously be great expenses for compilation 
and publication, if the intended volume was to be at all creditable, 
and sought the respected counsel of William S. Hildreth, President 
of The Peoples National Bank of Charlottesville, the resources of 
that public spirited institution were voluntarily offered. Thus the 
committee's first problem was solved. The bank agreed to advance 
to the Society for this purpose funds which are to be repaid to it on 
a non-profit basis from proceeds of the sale of the book at a price 
equivalent to the actual cost of production. The bank has subse
quently enlarged its original commitment and has thus eliminated 
possibilities that desired quality would have to be ruthlessly sacri
ficed to economy and that the quantity of copies produced would have 
to be decreased far below the anticipated demand. In return, the Soci
ety's War History Committee has avoided all temptations to become 
profligate in the expenditure of these indispensable advances, for it has 
been motivated by a desire to keep the price per copy within the means 
of every interested reader of this record of the community's part in 
the war. 

Its first barrier having been hurdled, the committee retained in 
January, 1946, the services of Mrs. Gertrude Dana Parlier for the 
compilation of the volume. The University's Alderman Library 
graciously welcomed her into the fold of the research workers who 
constantly investigate therein every conceivable topic from prehistoric 
man to yesterday's news. The staff of the Virginia World War II 
History Commission afforded her space in its quarters within the 
Alderman Library and free access to its files. Thus began a coopera
tion between the War History Commission, the Alderman Library, 
and this new phase of the Society's program which has been of 
immeasurable value to the latter. 

All who know from experience the almost inevitable tendency of 
research projects to expand beyond their originally foreseen scope 
will understand sympathetically the fact that the ultimate limits of 
this comprehensive study were not visualized in advance by any of 
the persons concerned. Every step forward toward its completion 
broadened Mrs. Parlier's receding horizon. Almost every recorded 
fact or development suggested that she pause to investigate some new 
ramification of her many-sided subject, that she divert her forward 
steps to trace some significant byway, or that she must blaze a new 
trail in exploring some previously unsuspected forest . Indeed, in all 
that she did she was plowing new ground, for there was not in exist
ence among all the millions of books in the world a single one which 
could be directly and helpfully comparable to her projected volume. 
Nor was her unprecedented task made easier by the fact that the .,Soci-
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ety;s War History Committee had its eyes opened to new vistas as she 
progressed. In every meeting its originally somewhat limited vision of 
the length and significance of the story which it was pledged to sum
marize was very properly enlarged. Literally every one involved 
found that new implications and desirable extensions were suggested 
by each milepost along the way-a fact which is a compliment to 
the intelligence of Mrs. Parlier and her associates. Hence it was 
obviously no discredit to anyone concerned that Mrs. Parlier could 
not complete within the allotted time her journey toward a destina
tion which had been pushed far beyond its original distance from 
her point of departure. When it became evident that she could not 
reach the new goal before previous plans would take her away from 
the community during a portion of last year, she was relieved of 
a task which she had pursued with unusual diligence and interest. 

In the period of slightly more than a year which she had devoted 
to this work, she had helped to plan this entire volume, had gath
ered materials pertinent to all of its twenty chapters, and had pre
pared incomplete drafts of most of them. Despite the innumerable 
additions and revisions of her subsequent collaborators and of the 
editor, which have not in all details been of her choosing, she has 
cooperatively reviewed and, in general, approved their handiwork. 
The final form of a much altered manuscript still bears her impress. 

" Of the making of books there is no end" runs the familiar quo
tation. Of the variety of ways by which they are made there is also 
no end. But the evolution of this one is so unusual as to be unique. 
That is one reason why I have traced its story. 

This volume is also uncommon in another respect. There are 
more than three thousand counties in the United States. None of 
these, so far as I have been able to learn, has yet had its civilian and 
military participation in the Second World War recorded on as com
prehensive a scale as has the Charlottesville-Albemarle County com
munity. I am hopeful that other Virginia counties and cities which 
have their war histories in preparation will soon begin to publish 
volumes comparable to this one or even better. 

In the whole effort of which Pursuits of War ir the fruit, our goal 
has been to present with accuracy in readable, durable, and econom
ical form the most complete practicable summary of the participation 
of the people of Charlottesville and Albemarle County in all phases 
of the war effort . More than usual care has been devoted to the veri
fication of facts and to the considered evaluation of the limited inter
pretations in which the authors have permitted themselves to indulge. 
A degree of objectivity in their approach to the subject which is un
usual in the publications of local historical societies is implicit in the 
fact that only one of the authors is a native of the community or 
has been identified with it for as long as a decade. They have taken 
pains to point out instances in which its residents failed to measure 
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up to standards of wartime cooperation which were expected of them. 
Omissions imposed upon the authors by the obvious necessity of selec
tion within a story too long for retelling in its entirety have not been 
chosen in such a way as to hide ugly skeletons which might prove em
barrassing in a well ordered and justly proud household . For the ben
efit of the rare but deserving research scholar who may wish to sub
stantiate the facts or opinions which are included, reference notes have 
been appended as unobtrusively as possible. The Index will add to 
the convenience of readers in both the present and future generations. 

It is my privilege to acknowiedge the indebtedness of the Albe
marle County Historical Society and my personal gratitude to sev
eral agencies and many individuals who have freely given vital assist
ance in the prosecution of a publication project more ambitious than 
any other which the Society has yet undertaken. The cooperation 
which has been received from the Peoples National Bank of Char
lottesville, chiefly through William S. Hildreth and Charles N. 
Hulvey, Jr., has been an absolute prerequisite of success in this project. 
The support of the Society 's War History Committee and particu
larly the sympathetic and judicious counsel of its chairman have been 
a constant mainstay. To the really considerable aid of the six named 
persons· who, as authors and co-authors, have helped me during the 
past year to prepare final drafts of all chapters can be attributed some 
of the best features of the book ; and even the assistance of unnamed 
typists and proofreaders has been a valuable and appreciated resource 
dear to the heart of a busy editor. Participants in certain local war 
activities have reviewed portions of the manuscript which described 
matters with which they were respectively concerned, and in some 
instances they have graciously suggested revisions which have cor
rected misleadin.g impressions or minor misstatements of fact. Dr. 
Staige D. Blackford, Dr. Everett Cato Drash, Dr. Byrd Stuart Leavell, 
and Miss Ruth Beery approved the sections of two chapters which 
deal with the 8th Evacuation Hospital; James E. Hudson, Louis 
Matacia, Clay S. Purvis, and Edward V. Walker were consulted in 
connection with chapters concerning local military units on the home 
front and on the battlefronts ; Miss Louise 0. Beall and Miss Nan 
Crow read the chapter involving the local U . S. 0. Club; R. 0. Hall, 
Strother F. Hamm, and Charles E. Moran similarly examined the 
Selective Service chapter; Larned D. Randolph, T. 0. Scott, and 
Mrs. Ruth Burruss Huff gave constructive criticism to the chapter 
reporting wartime agricultural developments. A score or more others 
have " done their bit " quite helpfully through consultations and 
other services, providing information and pictures, which cannot be 
acknowledged in detail. The owners of certain copyrighted matter 
have granted to the Society permission to reprint excerpts from their 
publications, a_nd these authorizations are specifically mentioned in 
the reference notes. The privilege of quoting at will from the Char
lottesville Daily Progress has been of especial value. 
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Finally, in behalf of the Albemarle County Historical Society and 
of the many cooks who have stirred and spiced this broth, the editor, 
in the role of chef, expresses the hope that the finished dish when 
served to the community will prove so palatable as to engender the 
warmest response to this service which the Society and its support
ers have performed. 

Charlottesville, Virginia 
February 1, 1948 

W. EDWIN HEMPHILL, Editor 
Albemarle County Historical Society 
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Preface 

When I began the preparation of this record of the participation 
of the peopie of Charlottesville and Albemarle County in all phases 
of the Second \1/orld War, both at home and overseas , I hoped that 
space would permit considerable analysis of national and interna 
tional developments and implications related to each narrative chap
ter of this volume. It was my desire to correlate rather fully all local 
transitions or incidents with corresponding changes or events on the 
larger scale. So sweeping was the local story found to be , however, 
that it has been incumbent to subordinate the overall view to the 
local picture. Nevertheless , my collaborators and I have attempted 
to retain a sufficient amount of pertinent materials on the national 
and international levels to provide something of a framework for 
local data. Purely local facts are not presented without a larger 
perspective. In other w ords, the part which is local has been related 
to the whole which is national. 

I have attempted in Part I to show how residents of both city 
and county worked together in such home front activities as Civilian 
Defense , war bond drives, salvaging, rationing, and increased agri
cultural and industrial production. At the same time I have pointed 
out that the programs themselves were actu_ated by the needs of a 
people engaged in war and that , though effectuated by local person 
nel throughout the United States, they received their primary impetus 
from the national crisis. 

Though it may be inferred throughout the pages of this first sec
tion of the volume that the nationwide programs submitted to the 
civilian population were inspired in great part by President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt, it is with deliberate intent that I have chosen this 
Preface as the most fitting place in which to make a direct tribute to 
him. No history of the Second World War, however fragmentary 
or localized , can fail to include an expression of gratitude to the great 
leader whom the United States was fortunate in having during a 
most difficult and demanding period, 

Franklin D. Roosevelt had unfailingly directed his efforts towards 
furthering justice in one form or another for the working man prior 
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to the war. His efforts had won for him the trust of peoples in all 
justice-loving countries of the world. When the Germans set forth 
upon their conquest of Europe , when the Japanese extended their 
invasions in the East , had it not been for Roosevelt's grasp of the 
historical significance of the rebirth of Pan-Germanism allied with 
militaristic Japan: had it not been for his recognition of the intrinsic 
evil embodied in the methods employed by the enemy nations in 
their concerted drive for world conquest; had it not been for his 
discernment of the moral issues then at stake, many Americans would 
not have been sufficiently aware of the poignant danger to which 
they themselves were exposed . Roosevelt 's clarity of vision pre
vailed over his humanitarian desire to keep his country out of war. 
He summoned his people to total cooperation in preparing the defeat 
of the Axis powers . That the Americans responded wholeheartedly 
is to their everlasting credit . But the wisdom that warned of the 
peril threatening mankind as a whole ; the discrimination that 
appraised the true value of the allied nations: the foresight that 
compassed the prodigious scope of the United States' responsibility; 
the ingenuity that launched the towering strength of this country 
into war , will always be associated with Franklin D. Roosevelt, a 
name which ever will be held in honor. 

In Part II of this volume the story of local individuals' participa
tion in the military and naval operations of the war has been told. 
Whenever possible, my collaborator and I have incorporated extracts 
from their letters into the body of the text , letting them speak for 
themselves and giving the reader insight into their observations and 
reactions. Though general histories of the Second W arid War can 
be bought at the corner book store for as little as twenty-five cents, 
it is obviously desirable that a community possess a narrative record 
of the wartime experiences of its own servicemen and servicewomen. 

A word or two must be added regarding the factors which de 
termined the choice of biographical incidents. First let me say that 
I make no pretense of having included them all. There must be and 
undoubtedly are countless anecdotes deserving of mention which 
have been left out merely because they were not recorded in accessible 
sources. It was indeed difficult to acquire a great quantity of ma 
terial in a limited period of time. Moreover , an almost universal 
modesty characterizes the average "G. I." This, together with their 
desire to forget the grimmest memories , makes it all but impossible 
to obtain more than such official data as are included in the four 
rosters at the end of the book. I appealed through The Daily Prog
ress to mothers and wives of servicemen for stories of their sons and 
husbands: but, as I received only one reply, I confined my subse
quent efforts to recording what information was available within 
practicable limitations. 

If, however, in a confessedly incomplete chronicle of these men 
and women who were "lately taken from the ways of peace," I have 
succeeded in preserving even a little of their absolute bravery, a 
tnere trace of their infinite forbearance, some faint notion of the 
selflessness that was theirs, I shall feel rewarded. 
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The four rosters of service personnel which comprise Part III 
should include, theoretically, the names of every man and woman of 
this community who served in the armed forces of the United States 
during the war years. However, some unavoidable, indeed inevitable, 
omissions will doubtless be found after issuance of this volume. 
The public should be assured that this compilation of the com
munity's collective military and naval Honor Roll has been made 
as nearly complete and as free of error as painstaking work upon all 
accessible and pertinent materials by several people extending over 
many months could possibly make it. In the final analysis the 
major portion of all deficiencies which may be discovered in the two 
Blue Star Honor Rolls are attributable to the failure of many serv
icemen and servicewomen to have their discharge certificates copied 
into the public "Induction and Discharge Record, World War II" 
which is maintained under state statute by the clerks of the city and 
county courts. 

In regard to the role of the University of Virginia in the war ef0 

fort, I must explain why no extended treatment of its wartime ser\r" 
ices has been included in this book. When the Albemarle County 
Historical Society began its local war history project in 1945, the 
University was formulating a plan for the writing and publication 
of a history of its fifth quarter-century, which would include the 
war years. Naturally, therefore, it seemed proper to all concerned 
with Pursuits of War that the University's internal wartime develop
ments should be left to its own chronicler. Consequently, the 
various transitions and services on the Grounds- the uniformed 
students in training, the curricular changes, and the research work 
directly related to the war which numerous professors carried out 
with distinction- will provide ample and significant scope for a 
separate history of the University of Virginia in the Second World 
War. Obviously, however , the University is so integral a part 
of the community that some phases of its wartime story are neces
sarily reflected in the following pages. From the first my associates 
and I have been hopeful that our work will place some markers to 
point out byways which the University's war historian might not 
otherwise explore. -

In addition to the acknowledgments which the editor has made 
in his Foreword, I wish to express my personal 'gratitude to certain 
persons who gave me especially helpful assistance during the period 
of my work upon this study. Miss Isabella N. Burnet encouraged 
me to use the clippings from The Daily Progress and the file of 
this newspaper, covering most of the war years and the period of 
postwar transition, which she assembled for the Albemarle County 
Historical Society. Henry McComb Bush, Mrs. Milton L. Grigg, 
and Miss Mary Stamps White (Mrs. W. Gerhard Suhling, Jr.) 
were of real assistance to me in recalling the conditions under which 
the local Civilian Defense organization developed. Access to the 
annual reports of the County Agent, T. 0. Scott, and of the suc
cessive Home Demonstration Agents, Mrs. Bessie Dunn Miller ;ind 
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Mrs. Ruth Burruss Huff, was given, always graciously and with pa
tience, by Miss Bessie Jones. I wish to express my indebtedness to 
County Agent Scott and to Mrs. Huff for the cooperation and in
terest they manifested during my efforts to understand the basic 
explanation of agricultural accomplishments in the county. Mrs. 
James Gordon Smith, President of the Albemarle County Chapter 
of the American Red Cross, kindly consented to contribute her own 
account of the war activities of the Chapter. This was a purely 
voluntary labor of love on her part, and I have welcomed her in
teresting and appreciated narrative. 

In compiling the rosters of service personnel, I was assisted by 
Mrs. John W. MacLeod, Miss Nancy B. Gordon, Miss Mary Stamps 
White, and Mrs. Larned D. Randolph. It was, however, Mrs. 
MacLeod who gave most liberally of her time, strength, interest, 
and good humor to aid me in this phase of the work. Her thorough 
acquaintance with county names enabled her to throw light on many 
a problem which arose to perplex us. She shared my enthusiasm 
for the fine records of many of the men, unknown to us both, and 
I consider it my good fortune to have been able to work with her. 

Finally, I am indebted to Dr. W. Edwin Hemphill for the re 
markably just attitude he has displayed during his work of editing 
the volume. I am also sincere! y grateful for his seeming! y inex
haustible supply of patience and understanding. 

Since this volume contains quotations from many sources and is 
a product of the collaboration of eight authors, its occasional expres
sions of opinion and its inclusions and exclusions should not be 
taken to be an accurate or complete representation of the personal 
viewpoint of any one of them. 

GERTRUDE DANA PARLIER 
Charlottesville, Virginia 
February 1, 1948 
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" The hand that held the dagger has s.truclc it into the back 
of its neighbor." 
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I 

Introduction 

The attention of a world already extensively engaged in warfare 
or subjugated by invading forces was focussed upon Charlottesville 
and Albemarle County on June 10, 1940, when President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt, addressing the graduating class of the University 
of Virginia, made a declaration of a new American foreign policy. 
He pledged that "we will pursue two obvious and simultaneous 
courses: we will extend to the opponents of force the material re
sources of this nation: and, at the same time, we will harness and 
speed up the use of those resources in order that we ourselves in the 
Americas may have equipment and training equal to the task of any 
emergency and every defense. " 1 

This speech was made on the afternoon of the day which had 
seen the entrance of Italy as an active Axis belligerent, shortly after 
the removal from Dunkirk of 335,000 men-all that remained of 
the British Expeditionary Force in France. The darkest hour for 
France was approaching-German troops would enter Paris with
out opposition four days later. 2 Within the past nine weeks Nor
way, Denmark, Belgium, The Netherlands, and Luxemburg had fallen 
before the Nazi onslaught. Italy 's declaration of war against the 
Allies in the face of President Roosevelt's urging that she maintain 
her neutrality served only to deepen the general gloom. The President 
denounced Italy's action in terse and picturesque phraseology. "The 
band that held the dagger has struck it into the back of its neighbor." 3 

It is neither necessary nor appropriate that a recapitulation of the 
causes and opening phases of the Second World War should be in
cluded in this volume. Adequate coverage of prewar "incidents" 
and the earlier offensives has been provided by a large number of 
publications, ranging from day-by-day accounts of journalistic writ
ers to narratives compiled with greater scope and perspective by 
participants in the action, by editors, and by historians. 4 It is suffi
cient to point out that the stage was set for a supreme effort on the 
part. of the people of the United States of America and that in this 
effort residents of Charlottesville and Albemarle County played a 
major role . 

3 
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4 PURSUITS OF WAR 

In 19 40 Albemarle County comprised an area of 73 9 square miles 
and a population of 24,652 persons, of whom 18,990 were white 
and 5,662 were Negro. The city of Charlottesville had at that time 
an area of six square miles and a population of 19,400 (15,246 
whites and 4,154 Negroes). Nearly half the county's labor force 
( 48. 6 per cent , or 3,839 persons) was employed in some form of 
agriculture, with 1,068 individuals engaged in business or profes
sional services, 584 in manufacturing, 539 in wholesale and retail 
trade, 427 in construction, and 92 in mining. Of those employed 
in the city of Charlottesville, 2,432 were engaged in business and 
professional services, 1,763 in wholesale and retail trad-2, 1,194 in 
manufacturing, 618 in transporation, communication, and other 
utilities, and 530 in construction. Of the 2,591 farms in Albemarle 
County, 15.9 per cent were operated by tenants and fifty-five per 
cent had productions valued that year at less than $400, although 
the average value of all county farms was $8,165. The value of farm 
products sold, traded, or used by farm households was $2,323,000, 
of which 3 5 .1 per cent derived from livestock and livestock products 
and 33 .8 per cent from crops. 5 

Charlottesville was governed in 1940 by a five-man council pre
sided over by Dr. W. D. Haden., who was elected mayor by members 
of the council, with Seth Burnley as city manager. At that time Al
bemarle County had been for seven years under the county executive 
form of government, with Henry A. Haden as executive. The 
county was, in fact, the first in the state of Virginia to adopt the 
county executive form, which it inaugurated on May 3, 1933, shortly 
after the General Assembly passed in 19 3 2 the Optional Forms Act 
permitting this type of county government. 6 

Neither city nor county was unaware in 1940 of the trend of 
world events. Already the local chapter of the American Red Cross 
was engaged in providing clothing for European war-sufferers, and 
soon the chapter was to enter into a production program which 
would place Charlottesville and Albemarle County in a position of 
national leadership. The Monticello Guard was girding itself for 
action, and plans for defense were an increasingly common topic of 
local conversation. 

The world had been troubled throughout the past nine years. 
Japan invaded Manchuria in September, 1931 , and established the 
puppet state of Manchukuo the following year. Italy overran and 
conquered Ethiopia in 1 9 3 5-19 3 6. Spain was torn in 1 9 3 6 by a 
civil war of international implications. Japan renewed her attacks 
on China in 193 7. Hitler's territorial aggrandizement and internal 
terrorization policies on the European continent began in 1933 and 
reached a climax with the German march into Poland on September 
1, 19 3 9. To the peoples of all nations had come an increasing 
sense of insecurity and a foreboding of the approach of worldwide 
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conflict. To many residents of Charlottesville and Albemarle 
County the fight seemed inevitable and near at hand in 1940. 

In the light of Germany's overwhelming successes of the past two 
months President Roosevelt stated to his University of Virginia 
audience and to the world in lucid and forceful terms the position of 
the nations of the \Vestern Hemisphere, as yet unengaged in actual 
hostilities . ..Perception of danger to our institutions may come 
slowly," he said, " or it may come with a rush and a shock as it has 
to the people of the United States in the past few months. This 
perception of danger has come .to us clearly and overwhelmingly; and 
we perceive the peril in a world-wide arena-an arena that may be
come so narrowed that only the Americas will retain the ancient 
faiths. " 7 

In the course of the next five years more than 5,400 young men 
and women from Albemarle County and Charlottesville were to 
serve in the armed forces of their country, and of these nearly 200 
would not return. Residents of, both city and county were destined 
to work harder than ever before, to do more ·with less, and to give 
to the utmost of time, strength , materials, and money. In the 
summer of 1940, more than a year before the Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, the nation's defense program 
was launched and its citizens were beginning to prepare for the long 
struggle toward ultimate victory. Until the surrender of Germany 
(V-E Day, Mav 8, 1945) and the capitulation of Japan (V-J Day, 
Septembrr 2, 1945) the people of Charlottesville and Albemarle 
County were to remain among the nation's leaders, both in mobiliza
tion at home and in theaters of battle. 

Successive parts of this volume summarize in turn the participa
tion of civilians in the war activities of the home front and the 
experiences of local residents who went forth in military and naval 
uniforms to serve in every corner of the globe . 

"I call for effort, courage, sacrifice, devotion. Granting the love 
of freedom, all of these are possible," President Roosevelt told the 
American people on June l 0, 1940. Charlottesville and Albemarle 
County heard the call and gave what he asked . Throughout the 
trying years ahead the county and city. together with the rest of the 
country. justified the unfaltering faith which the President expressed 
on the eve of tota ! war: "And the love of freedom is still fierce and 
steady in the nation today. " 8 
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II 

Organizing for Civilian Defense 

More than a year before Pearl Harbor the people of Charlottes
ville and Albemarle County learned through their newspapers and 
radios that the Second World War differed from all its predecessors 
in certain shocking respects. With a new kind of horror they paused 
occasionally in the course of their relatively tranquil lives to ponder 
the quick and cruel efficiency with which the Germans overwhelmed 
Poland in 1939 and overran France in the spring of 1940. With 
an awe akin first to disbelief and later to sympathy they discussed 
the merciless destruction which German airplanes and bombs rained 
upon Great Britain after Dunkirk in 1940 and through many nights 
in 1941. Each additional and ruthless air raid left peace-loving 
people figuratively holding their breath. Would England stand or 
fall? They scarcely dared to formulate the question, for the fate of 
civilization itself seemed to hang in the balance. And in the course 
of those tense and harrowing days the grim realization that the fall 
of England might well presage a shower of airborne missiles upon 
our American homeland obtruded itself into many minds. There 
were in every community some persons who could not with any 
assurance convince themselves that the ultimate outcome of the issue 
would be favorable and that men could preserve the democratic prin
ciples and spiritual values which had been laboriously nurtured 
through some two or three thousand years of progress against various 
forces of barbarism. 

Aside from any such philosophic fears , it was painfully obvious 
in those days that modern warfare had become "total war" and that 
it took its staggering toll among civilians as well as soldiers. The 
property destruction which German raiders left under the slip streams 
of their dreaded bombers throughout the British Isles was frighten
ing, but it was the suffering and deaths inflicted upon the bloody 
but unbowed Briti~h people-men, women, and children-that 
Americans found most heart rending. As Great Britain endured 

· these unprecedented aerial assaults without collapsing, American ad-
miration was unforgettably inspired by Prime Minister Winston 

7 
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8 PURSUITS OF WAR 

Churchill's tribute to the valiant pilots of Royal Air Force fighter 
planes. Perhaps it was true, as he asserted, that never in human 
history had so many owed so much to so few . But many a Nazi 
flyer succeeded in penetrating the thin cordon of the R. A. F. and 
in dropping his fire bombs and death-dealing explosives over densely 
populated English cities. Therefore it was also true that Great Britain 
was spared greater losses and possible subjugation because an effective 
organization of civilian workers was developed to obviate and cor
rect all types of damage to property and life. 

Gradually, too, the government and citizens of the United States 
began to realize the necessity of preparing a large body of trained 
volunteers to counteract whatever threats to national security might 
materialize. No one knew whence or when some attack against the 
nation might come, and speculation on this subject was almost a 
daily concern among many Americans, especially residents of coastal 
areas and urban dwellers, before as well as after that sunny Sunday 
of December 7, 1941, when the Rising Sun of Japan shone with 
such malevolent fury upon Pearl Harbor. For more than two years 
after that date it seemed to be a reasonable probability that German 
warplanes would somehow manage to attack at least a few strategic 
centers near the Atlantic Coast in "token" bombing raids by suicide 
pilots designed to bolster Nazi morale, if indeed they did not do 
vastly more. Such considerations account adequately for the devel
opment throughout the nation of a Civilian Defense organization 
which was enormous in respect to the number of its volunteer en
listees and the millions of hours they served without compensation. 

This mobilization was one of the more amazing of all the civilian 
activities of the home front. In Charlottesville and Albemarle 
County one out of approximately every seven resident adults was 
recruited to learn under its aegis a specialized duty and to give valu
able time to the performance of it. The roster of volunteer work
ers included, with few exceptions, true patriots who did their "bits" 
under conditions sometimes dramatic , sometimes monotonous, almost 
always unpublicized. If there was a single man, woman, or child 
anywhere in the community whose life was not directly affected or 
temporarily altered at least once by the Civilian Defense effort, he 
or she has not yet stepped forth to proclaim the fact that blackouts 
and other manifestations of this inclusive program did not cause 
him to pause and conform. 

It was one of the greatest blessings enjoyed by Americans during 
the war that their Civilian Defense forces were never confronted 
with the actual test of the feared mass aerial incursions. Yet one 
should not conclude from this fortunate fact that preparation for 
enemy air raids represented a profligate waste of manpower, for 
Civilian Defense proved to be the nucleus of home front activities 
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from which stemmed groups of trained workers wi_lling to serve 
in other valuable phases of civilian mobilization for total war. 

In June, 1940, when the Battle of Britain was just under way, 
an eleven-man Home Defense Council was organized on their own 
initiative by Charlottesville and Albemarle County veterans of the 
First World War. Their avowed aim was to prepare their city and 
county for "the part they will be called upon to play in providing 
adequate defense for our country" and to cooperate in every way 
with any other defense councils which might be organized. Mem
bers of this council included Edward V. Walker, J. Callan Brooks, 
Robert Kent Gooch, Fred L. Watson, F. D. G. Ribble, Charles P. 
Nash, Jr., William S. Hildreth, Ernest Breeden, A. Hewson Michie, 
John S. Battle, and Colonel Henry B. Goodloe. This group, acting 
for Legionnaires of the city and county, emphasized the fact that it 
had no idea of excluding from membership those who were not vet· 
erans of the last war or members of the American Legion. Police 
Justice J. Callan Brooks told members of the Charlottesviile Kiwanis 
Club on June 17 that the committee had been formed for the pur
pose of combatting evils from within and without. Asserting that 
America faced her greatest danger, he told his audience, "The skies 
are dark and lowering, and we know not where the end will be. 
We must meet force with force . What we do must be done at once, 
and we must face the future with courage." He pointed out, reas
suringly, "There is no cause to become jittery," and he declared his 
belief that in the end Hitler would meet "his Waterloo." 1 

Nearly a year later but more than six months before Pearl Harbor, 
in May, 1941, Governor James H. Price appointed Seth Burnley, 
Dr. W. D. Haden, and Edward V. Walker of the city, E. L. Brad
ley, A. G. Fray, and Dr. L. G. Roberts of the county as members 
of the Northern Virginia Regional Defense Council, which consisted 
of nineteen men who represented an area comprising twelve counties 
and several independent cities. 2 Dr. Haden and Randolph H. Perry 
became director and assistant director, respectively, of the Char
lottesville and Albemarle Civifom Defense Council, and with their 
Advisory Committee they built during the last half of 1941 the 
first general organization designed to protect the welfare of the com
munity in case of wartime emergency. 3 The Advisory Committee 
consisted of Louis Chauvenet, Dr. L. G. Roberts, E. L. Bradley, 
A. G. Fray, Seth Burnley, and Edward V. Walker. Committee 
and division chairmen included: Communications, J. P. Borden; 
Education, James G. Johnson and R. Claude Graham; Recreation, 
Miss Nan Crow; Utilities, Raymond Hunt; Disaster Division, Ster
ling L. Williamson; Demolition, Jack Rinehart; Food and Cloth
ing, W. Towles Dettor; Medical, Dr. Harvey E. Jordan; Housing, 
W. A. Barksdale; Transportation, E. G. Lee; Publicity, A. W. 
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Quinn and Charles Barham, Jr.; Civilian Defense Corps Division, 
Bernard P. Chamberlain for the county and Charles P. Nash, Jr., 
for the city; Fire Protection, Berlin Eye and Charles R. Carter; and 
Police, J. Mason Smith and M. F. Greaver.4 Miss Mary Stamps 
White of "Flordon," near Ivy, was executive secretary for the Char
lottesville and Albemarle Civilian Defense Council, and Louis Chau
venet served until the spring of 194 2 as the secretary who kept 
minutes of its meetings. 5 

During the summer of 1941 a Committee of Civilian Volunteer 
Services, assisted by Miss White and Mrs. Milton L. Grigg, regis
tered all residents of the city and county who wished to volunteer 
their services for Civilian Defense. Randolph H. Perry was ap
pointed by Gardner L. Boothe of Alexandria, Virginia, chairman of 
the Northern Virginia Regional Defense Council, to head this com
mittee for the city, with Mrs. Lyttelton Waddell as co-chairman. 
E. L. Bradley of Scottsville and Mrs. J. Gordon Smith of Green
wood were named chairman and co-chairman, respectively, for the 
county. It was stressed that many types of service were necessary 
and that no one should fail to volunteer because of a feeling of ina
bility to perform specialized tasks. On July 12, the first day of 
registration, a total of 2,995 persons in the city and county volun
teered their assistance, 2,150 in the county and 845 in Charlottes
ville. By December more than 2,000 county and 1,300 city resi
dents had registered at che local Volunteer Office. 6 

In October, 1941, Charles P. Nash, Jr., and Bernard P. Cham
berlain were appointed co-chairmen in charge of forming a Civilian 
Defense Corps in the city and county. This organization, which 
later was renamed the Citizens Defense Corps, obtained its authority 
from both Federal and state statute. When the 77th Congress ap
proved Public Law 415 in January, 1942, and the Virginia General 
Assembly in February of the same year passed the Commonwealth's 
Defense Act, legalizing the state Civilian Defense organization and 
giving authority and responsibility for civilian safety to the duly 
constituted officers of state and local governments, the Charlottes
ville and Albemarle Civilian Defense Council was reorganized and 
direction of Civilian Defense in the area was delegated to the gov
erning bodies of the city and the county. Seth Burnley, Charlottes
ville city manager, became coordinator, but under him the organiza
tion which had previously evolved remained almost unchanged. 7 

Even the name of the council was not altered, though corresponding 
local councils in many other Virginia communities were renamed 
after the fashion of the new State Office of Civilian Defense. 

Throughout the autumn of 1941 local authorities proceeded to 
organize and to strengthen agencies for the defense of Charlottes
ville and Albemarle County, with special emphasis on some which 
might render service to other areas of the state and the nation. One 
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of the strongest and most perfectly-organized medical defense units 
in the country evolved under the leadership of Dr. Harvey E. Jordan, 
Dean of the University of Virginia Medical School and local Chief 
of Emergency Medical Services. Nurses of graduate and practical 
status, hospital beds, first aid stations, blood donors, hospital equip
ment, hospital staffs, doctors; dentists, laboratories, ambulances, 
bandages, dressings, and four Emergency Field Units, composed of 
four doctors, four nurses, and four orderlies each, were available to 
Charlottesville's medical unit, which was cited by Dr. Albert Mc
Gowan, Chief of the Medical Service, American Red Cross. "Your 
organization is to be complimented on the speed in which it has be
come a workable body-a speed which puts it far ahead of similar 
organizations everywhere, which have been slow in getting down 
to business," he told Dr. Jordan. In order that a list of possible 
blood donors might be compiled for an eventual emergency, city 
and county residents were urged to have their blood typed at the 
local Civilian Defense office. Under the leadership of Mrs. Oron J. 
Hale and the medical supervision of several cooperating physicans, 
fing,ers were pricked, a drop or two of blood was smeared on a slide, 
and the University Hospital classified each slide by blood type. Do
nor's names and blood types were then incorporated into a master 
list at the University Hospital, from which donors of needed types 
could be summoned should an emergency arise. Mrs. Eleanor How
ard was the first blood donor to have blood typed at the local De
fense office. By September, 1942, many of these volunteers whose 
blood had been subject to call in an emergency had actually given 
it in advance of any disaster . As is related elsewhere in this volume, 
a liquid plasma blood bank was built up at the University of Vir
ginia Hospital. The official publication of the State Office of Civil 
ian Defense pointed to this emergency reserve with pride as the one 
"which is said to be the largest blood bank in the State. " 8 This 
liquid plasma reserve locally maintained is not to b~ confuced with 
the Red Cross Mobile Blood Donor service, which later visited 
the community to obtain blood for transformation into dried plasma 
and shipment overseas. 

As a growing need for organization to meet any eventuality 
spurred residents of Charlottesville and Albemarle County, together 
with other United States citizens, to occupy themselves more and 
more with plans for home defense , many persons of this more 
favored locality felt it incumbent upon them to offer a refuge for 
any Britons who might be able to leave their embattled island. 
Few adults would or could take advantage of such an offer. but 
numbers of English families entrusted their children to Americans 
"for the duration" in the hope that they might be spared suffering 
and all-too-possible death from German air attacks. Mrs. Wayne 
Dennis, president of the local chapter of the American Association 
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of University Women , headed the movement m this vicinity. 
Twelve local homes had been opened to refugee children by June, 
1940. In July a niece and a nephew of Queen Elizabeth of England 
arrived at " Mirador," near Greenwood , estate of Ronald Tree, 
British member of Parliament, and the former home of the famous 
Langhorne sisters. The children, Simon Bowes-Lyon, eight , and 
Davina Bowes-Lyon, ten, son and daughter of Queen Elizabeth's 
brother, the Honorable David Bowes-Lyon, were accompanied by 
three young cousins, Francis, Anne, and Jeanne Nichols, and their 
grandmother, Mrs. H. H. Spender Clay, a sister of Lord Astor , 
husband of the former Nancy Langhorne. 9 

In May, 194 I, W. Glenn Elliot, director of the Army-sponsored 
Virginia Aircraft Warning Service , announced the appointment of 
110 organizers throughout the state, including H . P . Campbell of 
Charlottesville and N. McG. Ewell of the University. The new 
appointees fell to work at once in an effort to enroll 18 ,000 vol
unteer observers in Virginia before June 15 . During the summer 
arid fall of that year Civilian Defense heads urged volunteer regis
tration, appealing to civic clubs and other groups in the vicinity in 
an attempt to swell the roster of those who were willing or able 
to give time and service as airplane spotters in case of need.10 

By the time of Pearl Harbor C. Venable Minor had been appointed 
by the Aircraft Warning Service as its area supervisor for the city 
and the county. Soon he found in Henry McComb Bush an ac
tive assistant. T ogether they led the work of more than 1,300 
airplane spotters for the duration of the need for th;s part of the 
Civilian Defense program-the phase of it which would, if enemy 
raiders were sighted, set in motion the wheels of other Civilian De
fense machinery. 

The Japanese bombs which dealt destruction and death at Pearl 
Harbor on D ecember 7, 1941, shocked many Americans on the 
mainland into a realization that the Atlantic and the Pacific Oceans 
no longer constituted impregnable defenses for their homes and their 
persons. Civilian Defense quarters in Charlottesville-located in 
the Early Building on Fifth Street, N. E ., and later moved to other 
offices in that vicinity-remained open all day on Drcember 8, and 
a new drive for aircraft spotters was open ed_ll Recruitment of 
volunteers for this necessary but uninspiring service was no easy 
task. Other Civilian Defense workers had more active duties to 
perform and could look with satisfaction upon the more tangible 
accomplishment of their assigned tasks. In contrast. members of 
the Aircraft Warning Service were expected simolv to stare for tense 
hours on end , straining everv nerve and muscle· in an effort to see, 
starting in alarm at every bird which appeared over the horizon . 
Moreover, members of other service grouos could look forward to 
some slight relaxation on holidays. but throughout the city, county, 
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and nation aircraft spotters stood their ground on Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day, New Year's Eve and Day, and for many weary 
months to come. At the University student fire and air raid wardens 
planned to keep twenty-fou r-hour vigil of the Grounds for the 
duration of the war. 12 On December 17, 1941, Charles P. Nash, 
Jr., as head of the Charlottesville Civilian Defense Corps, announced 
air raid warning signals for the vicinity. The alert or preparatory 
signal was given at this time by winking of the city's street lights 
and by radio announcements, with telephone warnings for defense 
organizations and essential industries, while action warnings and 
the "all clear" were signalled by the fire house siren, the Barnes 
Lumber Company whistle, and the whistle at the University power 
plant. Two blasts repeated five times at one-minute intervals con
stituted the action warning, while one blast repeated five times at 
one-minute intervals announced the "all clear. " 13 

These same signals had been announced to the city as a blackout 
warning on December 9, when they appeared in a conspicuous po
sition on the front page of The Daily Progress. Despite early 
precautions, Charlottesville and Albemarle Countv did not experience 
a blackout until March 2, 1942, when the area began to participate 
in the all night, every night partial blackouts or d;mouts demanded 
by Director James M. Landis of the United States Office of Civilian 
Defense in a zone reaching 3 00 miles inland from all coasts. In 
preparation for the period of semi-darkness Mayor W. D. Haden 
issued specific instructions - for all residents of the city; covering ac
tivities of industrialists, owners of business buildirtgs and apartment 
houses, and private families. 14 · 

Although a lunar eclipse took place and snow fell on the night 
of March 2, The Dail(! Progress of the next afternoon quoted local 
defense authorities as having said, "Charlottesville's first night of 
partial blackout was distressingly bri~ht despite the efforts of nature 
to correct man's indifference," and added that Civilian Defense 
Coordinator Seth Burnley had declared this initial effort to be "prac
tically a 'downright failure.' " The paper went on to describe the 
scene of the night before and to issue a warning to residents of the 
city. "Large neon beverage-advertising signs flickered through the 
falling snow. Numerous store fronts remained lighted as usual un
til automatic switches darkened them near midn1ght. All of these 
lights which could not be extinguished promvtly if a comvlrte bla,k
out were necessary should be turned out when emvlovees leave the 
building. The partial blackout is not ended. Tt wi1! continue to
night and every night until further notice. If voluntary blackout 
is impossible, Mr. Burnley believes that an ord1nance will get 
results. " 15 

The following day, March 4. City Sergeant and A,r Ra 1d W;irden 
Jack 1\1artin explained to home owners that they need not darken 
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their homes but should only stand ready to do so should the need 
arise. On the same day an enterprising Charlottesville firm adver
tised "black-out cloth" in The Daily Progress. "Buy yours now 
while the supply lasts ," area residents were counseled. "An ideal 
black-out fabric," it was described . "Dark gray color-a 200 watt 
bulb will not show through. It's 30-inches wide and moderately 
priced, too!" By March 11 the paper could report, "After nine days 
of partial blackout, Charlottesville is learning how to comply with 
the regulations which resulted in so much confusion."16 

Charldttesville's air raid defenses had been augmented during 
the past month by the installation of special telephonic warning 
apparatus at city police and telephone headquarters and by three 
new air raid sirens. For about two months a room on the third 
floor of the Monticello Hotel was used as the local control center; 
thereafter a basement room in the post office served in great secrecy 
as the spinal cord through which the telephonic nervous system 
transmitted all local Civilian Defense impulses to various arms of the 
air raid defense service. Faithful volunteers manned the switch
board there and watched the yellow, blue, red , and white signal 
lights which were connected by direct wire with the interceptor 
center of the Aircraft Warning Service in Norfolk , Virginia. If 
enemy aircraft had been sighted at sea or by airplane spotters of the 
Ground Observer Corps or if a practice raid were to be held, the 
Norfolk office would notify all localities potentially concerned by 
flashing the yellow or caution light. This signal served only to 
warn key personnel ; the public never knew how often or when this 
inaudible alert was flashed. When any community was more spe
cifically endangered by the proximity of real or imaginary bombers, 
a blue light indicated that they were within range. In the earlier 
evolution of a system which improved as it developed, the blue 
signal was also inaudible to the public, but it meant that the local 
control room telephoned many additional Civilian Defense workers 
to go to their posts. Soon the blue warning was sounded as a 
steady one -minute blast of the sirens for all to hear and served to 
send all air raid wardens and other volunteers scurrying to their 
respective duties, while the public prepared to douse all li12:hts and 
tra,ffic proceeded slowly. The theoretical arrival of hostile planes 
within ten minutes ' flying time from the locality resulted in the blue 
light turning to red and in the fluctuating wail of sirens which put 
all Civilian Defense volunteers to work and immobilized the public 
under whatever shelter could be found. All lights were then to be 
blacked out or extinguished, all traffic should be halted, and the 
switchboard of the control room received and transmitted hundreds 
of calls in keeping in touch with defense personnel. When imme
diate danger had passed, the blue signal was restored lest planes re
turn and was again sounded by the sirens. The public learned of 
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the final white light or "a!I clear" signal, which would permit a 
revival of normal activity, only through announcements broadcast 
by the local radio station , which was always in close communication 
and fu!I cooperation with the control room.17 

During the early spring of 1942 some residents of Charlottesvi!Ie 
were agog over rumors concerning a mysterious airplane. The 
legend stated, approximately, that an unlicensed plane flying in a 
suspicious manner was noticed by a spotter on Observatory Moun
tain. The wary look-out telephoned a warning to the interception 
center, and Army planes, sent up to "blow 'er down," forced the 
wicked-looking craft to land in the Potomac. Investigators then 
discovered that the plane contained maps of Waynesboro and Rad 
ford , Virginia , railway trestles, highway bridges, and equipment 
and cameras for photographing vital and strategic industries. A 
columnist of Thie Daily Progress pointed out acidly that in rumor 
and detective stories investigators always know when cameras and 
other supplies are to be used for illegitimate purposes, just as they 
know when a plane is flying in a suspicious manner. The true 
story, as reported in the same column, was at once more 
drab and more credible. An airplane flown by a Gordonsville, Vir
ginia, pilot crossed over a line marking the western boundary of the 
coastal defense areas. A spotter reported the violation of regulations 
to Norfolk. An aerial traffic officer ordered the flyer to "pu!I over ," 
checked his credentials , bawled him out for his carelessness, and sent 
him home.18 

Later that spring, however, local and railway police combed the 
city and county in an unsuccessful search for saboteurs after an at
tempt was made to wreck a train on the Southern Railway within 
the Charlottesvi!Ie city limits near the crossing at .Shamrock Road. 
Although the train ran unharmed over the obstruction which had 
been placed under the tracks , members of the crew noticed the jar 
that was caused and notified the railway office, which began investi
gations immediately. AII employees of the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Railway Company were put on the alert against sabotage at the 
same time, as a bu!Ietin from the superintendent of its Clifton Forge 
Division stated that information "from important sources indi
cated that the C. and 0. had been singled out for sabotage attempts." 19 

Throughout the first months of 1942 city and county officials 
strove to accelerate Civilian Defense coordination. Both the City 
Council and the County Board of Supervisors appropriated funds 
for use by local defense authorities, enacted blackout and air raid 
regulations, and added legislation designed to prevent the possession 
of explosives which might be used for purposes of sabotage. Char
lottesvi!Ie ' s three new sirens were tested , to make sure that they could 
be heard by all residents of the vicinity, the post office in common 
with other places of business and public assembly displayed a chart 
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showing employees of the building where to go in the basement in 
case of an air raid, and sand was distributed through residential 
areas of the city for possible use against incendiary bombs. Coor
dinator Seth Burnley urged that home owners store buckets of this 
sand in the attics of their houses and that they attempt at the same 
time to clear attics of inflammable materials. 20 

Private individuals were no less busy than government officials 
and defense authorities. Men, women, and children took classes in 
such training courses as first aid, aircraft spotting, protection against 
incendiary bombs, bomb demolition, and recognition of poisonous 
gasses. Cub Scouts learned the names and locations of all important 
streets in the city and the locations of hospitals, post offices, police 
and fire stations, and railroad and bus depots in preparation for a 
possible emergency. Women who would have been afraid to light 
a firecracker learned theories of dealing with incendiary bombs, and 
men who would have stared helplessly at a splinter in Junior's 
finger spoke with authority of "square knots" and "pressure 
points." Householders provided themselves with sand, long-handled 
shovels, water buckets, coils of rope, fire extinguishers, and other 
defense equipment. Despite the fact that these and other prepara
tions were the subject of some jesting and levity and did, indeed, 
have their humorous aspects, they must be regarded as manifesta
tions of the firm and cheerful determination to protect their homes 
and families against any danger and to win an eventual victory over 
all that menaced them which most Americans displayed during the 
entire conflict. If they served no other purpose, these home pro
tective outfits provided psychological armor, so to speak, during har
ried, sorrowful days and restless, dream-filled nights . Many an 
American, having listened to the late news broadcast from bomb
torn England, reassured himself with thought of the sand and shovel 
in his attic as he tossed upon his pillow in the darkness. Many a 
woman with a husband or sons involved in conflict staved off lone
liness and dread by throwing herself into defense activities at hom e. 
Residents of Albemarle County and Charlottesville participated in 
defense activities on state and national as well as local levels. Ran
dolph H. Perry was chosen by W. Glenn Elliot, state director. as 
one of twelve members of a statewide advisory board for the Vir
ginia Aircraft Warning Service. Dr. Garrard Glenn . professor of 
law at the University, was appointed by the War Deoartment as 
one of six lawyers on a fourteen-man Board of Review to report on 
applications for quick amortization of defense facilities. 21 

On March 20 , 1942, residents of Charlottesville and Albemarle 
County awaited the area's first test blackout. Mayor W. D . Haden 
ordered full cooperation with municipal and Civilian Defense author
ities in case of blackouts in a special proclamation which announced 
regulations for blackouts and penalties for their violation. The Daily 
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Progress published a series of articles giving information as to pro
cedures to be followed and the names, duties , and telephone numbers 
of Civilian Defense personnel. Local banks reported a problem in 
conforming with blackout regulations, since clauses in some insurance 
policies require that a light which shall be visible from the street 
be left burning above the door of the vault office. A compro
mise was finally effected by use of a low-power bulb. 22 

At 9 :02 P.M., March 20 , the city's three sirens, abetted by 
steam whistles atop the Barnes Lumber and University power plants, 
wailed the signal for total blackout. W ·ithin five or ten minutes 
afterward, defense officials surveying the city from the Mon ti cello 
Hotel roof were complimented on the Stygian darkness which had 
enfolded the city by Midwestern visitors standing beside them. "So 
black were blacked-out Charlottesville, Crozet, Scottsville, and 
Farmington that Charlottesville 's city manager and defense coordi
nator, Seth Burnley, jokingly declared this morning that the Army 
planes scheduled 'to look us over ,couldn't even find us,' " The Daily 
Progress reported on the following afternoon. City and defense 
officials were high in their praise of the cooperation accorded them 
by area residents , and even crime appeared to be blacked out, as only 
one arrest, that of a man who appeared to be intoxicated, was made 
during the entire night. 

A few lights, however, remained unextinguished. Two persons 
refused to comply with air raid wardens' requests, and a light, 
thought to have been burning for years in the attic o.f the Elks' 
Home, was discovered and finally darkened, while a group of boys 
on a side street dealt in a summary fashion with a forgotten bulb 
by putting out its gleam with a sling shot. Both the local news
paper headquarters and the County Office Building had to be told 
that their lights were showing, but both remedied the situation 
quickly. Red lights continued to shine from a radio tower, and 
unofficial sources explained that they were a precaution to prevent 
the expected Army pilots from colliding with the steel spire. Offi
cials estimated the cooperation of Charlottesville citizens at approxi
mately ninety-nine per cent, while the blackout in Scottsville was 
one hundred per cent effective. Charlottesville officials cited as a 
typical example of the efficiency of air raid wardens the action of a 
Negro warden, Norman Byrd, who found three danger flares burn
ing beside an open excavation on Sixth Street and doused them all. 
standing watch at the site until the blackout ended, when he relit 
the fl.ames. 23 One man, charged with deliberate violation of the 
city's blackout regulations, was sentenced to serve ninety days in 
jail and to pay a fine of $100, and other residents of the city were 
warned that infractions of regulations would be punished to the 
limit of the law.24 
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Shortly after this trial blackout, Charlottesville's City Manager
Civilian Defense Coordinator Seth Burnley was advised by the State 
Office of Civilian Defense that the Army, in preparing itself for 
"token" coastal attacks, might at any time order complete darken
ing of all communities within striking distance of the waterfront. 
Area residents were counseled to "keep cool" and to carry out the 
same procedures observed in practice blackouts. The original three 
air raid sirens bought by the city, which had been delivered early 
in March, 1942, had been installed atop the Monticello Hotel, north 
of University Circle on Rugby Road, and in the Fry's Spring area. 
Some residents complained that they could not hear the sirens, and 
Civilian Defense officials tried one or two apparently unsuccessful 
experiments in the placement of them to assure that their sound 
would carry better to the reaches of the city limits. Within five or 
six weeks the problem was solved when a fourth siren of great vol
ume was delivered and installed on the Monticello Hotel, replacing 
a strong one which in turn was substituted for the weaker one in 
the Fry's Spring section. 25 

Charlottesville 's first daylight test air raid, staged on May 2 9, 
1942, was less successful than the March blackout and revealed a 
number of weak points in the city's defenses. The realism of the 
"raid" was heightened when four Civil Air Patrol planes dropped 
missiles on the objectives of the mock attack. The four pilots were 
Roy Franke, W. P . Kilgore, C. B. Lewis, and Arthur Eidelman. 
This ingenious experiment was thought to be the first use of arti
ficial missiles in a test air raid drill anywher:e in the nation. Upon 
the "bombs," which consisted of long streamers weighted with small 
bags of sand, was written information concerning the objectives 
bombed and the resulting amount of damage which was supposed to 
have been done. Girl Scouts in uniform, labeled with tags indi
cating their "injuries," served as casualties. A surprise squadron 
of planes operated by student pilots which accompanied the "raiders" 
lent verisimilitude to the scene. Civilian Defense personnel were 
alerted for action , and all residents of the city were supposed to be 
on guard against "incidents" which would be announced by the 
streamers from the circling planes. 

Although the defense organization, for the most part, performed 
smoothly, the general public acted exactly opposite to the approved 
procedure for air raids. Men , women, and children lined the streets 
and watched the planes drop their "bombs." Traffic on Main Street 
moved east and west unchecked , despite the fact that wardens in 
charge of the Route 29 entrances to the city had halted all automo
biles from the time of the alarm until the "all clear" signal. Resi
dents made little effort to perform any fire-fighting maneuvers when 
messages dropped from the planes declared their homes to be on fire. 
The first report which reached the control center came from a woman 
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who said that her house was full of smoke. Firemen who rushed 
to the Oxford Road address actually found a small fire in a sofa. 

"Injured" and " dead " Girl Scouts performed their roles with 
enthusiasm and some histrionic ability. One girl, lying on a truck, 
laughingly refused a photographer's request that she turn her head 
a little forward for a picture. " I can't," she replied, "my back is 
broken." Another, told to lean on her arm for the same photo
graph, answered sadly that she could not lean on the designated 
arm, as it had been torn off by a bomb! Although the test was less 
successful than defense officials had hoped it might be, Defense Co
ordinator Seth Burnley pointed out that much had been learned 
from the maneuvers. 26 

Residents of Albemarle County and Charlottesville participated 
with other Virginians in the first statewide blackout on the night 
of June 17, 1942. Local defense authorities had reason to be pleased 
with area observances of rules and regulations, and state officials 
pronounced the entire operation a success. Two months later, on 
August 18, city and county residents for the last time received in 
advance definite information about hours of a blackout period and 
air raid test. Subsequently i_t was necessary for them to be on the 
alert day and night for the sound of the community's sirens, which 
would come without previous warning. Linwood Chisholm, nine
year-old Negro boy, received minor injuries when he ran into the 
street in the course of the August 18 blackout and struck the side 
of an air raid warden's car. He was treated for bruised knees at 
the University Hospital. Sterling L. Williamson, assistant Civilian 
Defense coordinator, expressed surprise that there were no other 
casualties, warned pedestrians against remaining on the streets during 
blackouts, and stressed the fact that the lighting of matches on the 
streets by smokers constituted a violation of the regulations. 27 

As the first year of Am'erica 's participation in the war drew to a 
close, the State Office of Civilian D efense announced in November, 
1942, that local test air raids and blackouts were no longer consid
ered to be necessary and that future blackouts would be arranged on a 
wider basis than previously. J. H. Wyse , state Civilian D efense co
ordinator, promised that the duration of the nex t statewide black
out, which was to come as a complete surprise, would not exceed 
sixty minutes. He warned that this blackout would be a rigid test 
of the effectiveness of the protective measures of Civilian Defense. 

The blackout, which came without warning on December 3, was 
termed " highly successful " in Charlottesville. Shortly afterward 
Civilian Defense officials appealed to Charlottesville citizens to use 
their telephones on! y in case of necessity during blackouts, as the 
local telephone company reported that 6,456 calls came into the 
office during the last blackout, of which fewer than 1,000 could 
have been calls made by wardens in the regular performance of their 
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duties. One observer at the telephone office related, "At the first 
signal, the entire telephone board lighted up," and a number of in
dividuals talked constantly during the entire test, according to oper
ators. An editorial in The Daily Progress pointed out that thought
lessness was responsible for so many calls at a time when lines 
should be kept clear for necessary reports of defense officials or to 
summon aid in case of an emergency. 28 

As the need continued for twenty-four-hour aircraft warning 
service, Albemarle County and Charlottesville opened a drive for 
new airplane spotters. Area Supervisor C. Venable Minor outlined 
the plan of the service and explained its work. "Despite its weak
nesses the Aircraft Warning System of this county is not a makeshift 
plan," he said. "It has been well thought out and is modeled, with 
necessary modifications, after the method which has proved most 
successful overseas in warning against attack from enemy planes. It 
differs from some of our other types of defense work in that its value 
is dependent upon its readiness before the raids occur and not during 
or after an emergency.'' 

Minor emphasized the preventative aspects of Aircraft Warning 
Service. "During or after is too late," he pointed out. "It has no 
fixed quota to fill, no goal at which to aim except to be al ways on 
the alert to report to the Army Filter Center anything that flies 
which doesn't flap its wings. There is no implication here that air
craft warning duty is more important than any other defense duty, 
but it is just as important and in all likelihood it is more tiresome 
and has less glamor attached to it." 

By way of assisting in the recruitment of spotters, one city retail 
store displayed in its window a replica of an air raid warning sta
tion, complete with imitation pine wall, old desk, lantern, telephone, 
flag, and the usual instructions to watchers, telling them not to talk 
to strangers, to speak clearly to the control center, and to be on time 
so that previous shifts would not have to work overtime. This 
window was left illuminated each night until ten o'clock, with an 
outside switch to facilitate extinguishing the lights in case of a 
blackout. 29 

Throughout the first two years of the war these members of the 
Ground Observer Corps kept watch at twelve to fifteen posts in 
Albemarle County and Charlottesville, including Miller School, 
Crozet, Covesville, Red Hill, Greenwood, Talcott, University Law 
Building, Garth Road, Stony Point, the Henry M. Bush estate, 
Earlysville, and Scottsville. A post at Shadwell was discontinued 
before the relaxation of Aircraft Warning Service activities, and one 
at Monticello was installed in 1943. 

Whereas elsewhere in the nation, according to stories prevalent in 
current conversation, buzzards and hawks were transmuted into 
enemy aircraft by the vivid imaginations of spotters stationed in 
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lonely places and were duly reported to Aircraft Warning Service 
authorities, the only recorded instance of such an occurrence in this 
area involved an aural rather than a visual error. A story circulated 
that Raymond Uhl, chief spotter at the post atop the law building, 
flashed a warning reporting a plane. The Army called back, and 
Uhl confirmed his report. But as he replaced t.pe receiver he sighted 
the potential raiders-three of the University's motor-driven lawn 
mowers coming across the Grounds in V-formation. 30 

The city of Charlottesville gave up its Christmas lights in Decem
ber, 1942, as the national Office of Civilian Defense announced the 
curtailment of such decoration because of "the use of critical mate
rials, consumption of electric power, and possibility of attack, as 
well as to eliminate potential fire hazards." No attempt was made 
to discourage decoration in private homes, provided that any light
ing conformed to applicable dimout regulations. 31 

In the same month Miss Mary Stamps White, executive secretary 
of the Civilian Defense Council and chairman of the Volunteer 
Special Service Corps of the local chapter of the American Red Cross, 
left the country to serve overseas as a Red Cross worker. Comment
ing on Miss White's varied and extensive wartime activities, an edi
torial in The Daily Progress remarked, "There are in each commu
nity a few who are ready to meet an emergency as it arises or even 
to anticipate it. Such a person is Mary Stamps White, who soon 
will leave this city to join a Red Cross Club Unit that probably will 
take her into or close to the actual battle fronts in some theatre of 
this War of Wars. Service is as much a part of Miss White's life 
as eating is to the average man or woman. She seems to thrive on 
service alone, asking nothing in return but more opportunities to 
serve." To many residents of the community she seemed to typify 
the dauntless spirit of the locality and the nation. She was suc
ceeded in turn by Mrs. Trent Terry, Mrs. Ella Plunkett, and Henry 
McComb Bush, the last named of whom took office in September, 
194 3, and continued to hold it through some two years until the 
organization gradually disappeared after V-J Day.32 

In the early part of 1943 .renewed efforts were made to secure 
volunteer air raid spotters, as replacements for others whose services 
had been lost. All who considered joining in this phase of Civilian 
Defense work were reminded that the local ration boards would 
readily grant priorities for automobile tires and allot sufficient gaso
line to enable volunteers to make their regular trips back and forth 
to observation posts. But these later days of the war brought to 
the Ground Observer Corps a more significant development in the 
form of aircraft recognition schools. Several local residents went in 
turn to Richmond, Virginia, to attend classes of this sort and re
turned to instruct the personnel of their respective posts. Other 
spotters studied the distinguishing features of hostile and friendly 
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airplanes in classes taught in Charlottesville and Scottsville. A meet
ing of spotters from all parts of the county was held in Scottsville, 
where United States Army personnel stressed the need for continua
tion of spotter vigilance. Thomas Jefferson 's home entered the war 
in January, as an aircraft warning observation post was established 
at MonticeJlo. 33 

In February Charlottesville sustained another daylight air raid 
test. Area blackouts held throughout the spring and summer went 
smooth! y in both the city and the county, with defense officials gen
erally pleased with the rests. A number of Charlottesville residents 
were guilty of violation of blackout regulations on several occasions, 
with the result that arrests were made and fines imposed . Among 
these were three local merchants. 34 

Di,fficulties in hiding lights during blackouts continued to harass 
individuals and defense authorities in this vicinity as elsewhere in 
the country. George T . Starnes, professor of economics at the Uni
versity who served as an air raid warden, reported one knotty prob
lem in a letter to Chief Warden Jack Martin after a blackout in 
April. "Dr. [Jesse W . ] Beams tells me they face a real problem at 
the Physics building, " he wrote. "When they have to turn off the 
current it spoils some very valuable experiments and they have to 
start all over again. To hear him talk they are winning the war 
over there at the Physics building and I would prefer not to pro
long the war if we can at all avoid it! He says it will cost them 
$200.00 a·nd frequently more every time they have to turn off the 
Jmce. Do you have any suggestions as to what might be done to 
help them? I suggested that they black the place out but he said 
it was impossible to do so." 35 

In July, 19 4 3, ground observers of the Aircraft Warning Service 
were relieved of twenty-four-hour duty, although they were notified 
that they must be ready to resume such operations on short notice. 
This dispensation was made " on the basis of present enemy capa
bilities for air attack." · Vigilance was not abandoned, however, 
and tests continued to be made during the remainder of the year, 
both by day and at night. 36 

Aircraft spotters throughout the vicinity received honors and 
awards for their faithful service rendered during long and often 
lonely vigils . Mrs. Harrison Taylor was presented with the Merit 
A ward Medal, the highest which the Army a warded for airplane 
spotting service by civilians, in recognition of her work at the Shad
well post, where she manned the midnight to 6 A. M. shift unac
companied, at all times and in all kinds of weather. A supervisor's 
pin and a badge emblematic of 500 hours of service were awarded 
to C. Venable Minor, Aircraft Warning Service area supervisor, 
while approximately 1,300 members of the Charlottesville and Albe-
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marle County Ground Observer Corps received service awards in 
September, 1943.37 

Blackouts and air raid tests continued in Charlottesville and Albe
marle County during the winter of 1943 and the spring and early 
summer of 1944. In August, 1944, however, the city and the 
county, together with other sections of central and western Vir
ginia, were exempted from participation in future blackout tests. 
Civilian Defense organizations were not demobilized, despite this 
relaxation of duties, but were ordered to hold themselves in readi
ness for calls to duty if they were needed and to keep their equip
ment in shape for any emergency. Issuing the stand-by order, John 
J. Howard of the State Office of Civilian Defense congratulated Char
lottesville and Albemarle defense workers on ' their accomplishments. 
"I want to take this opportunity to thank you for the splendid 
work accomplished by you and the people of Charlottesville," he 
wrote in a letter to Coordinator Seth Burnley.38 

In December, 1944, the Charlottesville and Albemarle County 
Civilian Defense Council was alerted for the last time, as Governor 
Colgate W. Darden, Jr., asked that all such councils remain on 
guard against a possible enemy attempt to launch V-2 robot bombs 
from off-shore vessels against residents of the eastern United States. 
No such attempt was made, however, and the alert ended without 
action. The community had had its last blackout, its last air raid. 
All possibility of danger from Europe ended with Germany's capitu
lation on May 8, 1945, when Charlottesville's sirens were sounded 
as a signal of victory. On May 17 Mayor Roscoe S. Adams issued 
a proclamation rescinding all city regulations for the conduct of 
blackouts in Charlottesville, three years and four months after Mayor 
W. D. Haden had promulgated the regulations on J,anuary 5, 1942.39 

Throughout the entire duration of the conflict Charlottesville and 
Albemarle County had reason to be proud of area residents as a 
whole and of individuals and groups throughout the community. 
Civilian Defense in England included participation in actual con 
flict, fighting fires, administering first aid to the wounded, demol
ishing bombs, clearing rubble, saving lives, and preserving property. 
It constituted an actual defense of the homeland. Civilian Defense 
in America consisted of the routine performance of tiring and fre
quently irksome duties not actually demanded by immediate emer
gency. Its volunteers were motivated only by the knowledge that 
the practice might, on some occasion, prove useful. Civilian Defense 
in America rarely seemed heroic to those who took part in it or to 
those who were defended. Yet who can say that the raw stuff of 
which heroes are made was, lacking in these members of the various 
Civilian Defense corps? They were called and they answered. They 
did all that was asked of them. Of what group anywhere can more 
be said? They manned their posts and walked their beats unswerv-
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ingly through rain and snow, through heat and cold, despite the 
fact that they knew they probably could waver in the performance 
of the task without bringing direct harm to a single individual. With 
only a sense of duty to urge them on, they continued their work 
until victory had been assured. Surely, though no bomb more 
deadly than a small sand-filled sack fell on the city, though no plane 
more alien than one from a nearby county was spotted, though no 
unusual danger lurked in the blackouts, the Civilian Defense work
ers of Charlottesville and Albemarle County belong to the gallant 
company of those who have been tested and have stood the test. 
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III 

Buying War Bonds 

An outstanding record was made by Charlottesville and Albemarle 
County in the purchase of war bonds and stamps. Under the lead
ership of William S. Hildreth, president of the Peoples National 
Bank, who served as permanent chairman of the local volunteer sales 
promotion organization throughout the entire period of the war, 
each of the eight loan drives exceeded its over-all quota. 

Defense Bonds 

At a luncheon of the Charlottesville Kiwanis Club on December 
15, 19 41, at 1Nhich he read an appeal urging all wage-earners to 
buy U. S. defense bonds and stamps, Hildreth reported that the 
citizens of Charlottesville and Albemarle had been purchasing "de
fense bonds" for months but that in the week since Pearl Harbor 
sales had increased from $1,000 daily to $5,000 daily. 1 

By the New Year daily sales had dim bed until Charlottesville 
averaged over $10,000 per day. This figure would have been even 
higher had not a bond shortage developed . Local banks, having 
sold out of the popular bonds and being unable to secure an adequate 
resupply, were holding large sums of money with which to buy 
when bonds again became available. 2 

This fast pace continued, and by the middle of March Charlottes
ville had bought nearly $900,000 worth of "offense bonds" since 
the Japanese attack, an average of $45 per citizen . But April saw 
a decline in sales. 3 The first wild enthusiasm passed and was re
placed by a more systematic war bond program. 

The most intensive effort since the Victory Loan Drive of World 
War I was initiated on May 1, 1942, all over the United States. 
In President Roosevelt 's Fireside Chat of April 28 , Americans were 
asked to pledge ten per cent of each pay check to the bond cam
paign. A goal of $600,000,000 of war bonds and stamps was 
set for the month of May, for June, $800,000,000, and for every 
month thereafter, $1,000,000,000. 

The first E bond quota assigned to Charlottesville and Albemarle 
County was $143,950 for the month of May, 1942, but sales 

25 

worldwartwoveterans.org 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



26 PURSUITS OF WAR 

totaled only $104,573. This figure, however, does not give the 
complete picture, since other types of bonds were bought in large 
blocks and a number of persons had made important purchases in 
other communities. Sales in the three Charlottesville banks for the 
six months following Pearl Harbor amounted to a maturity value 
of $1.146,67 \ . There had been a marked drop after the record 
average of $10,000 a day for January, February and March. 4 

Bond selling campaigns were carried on in the city and county by 
groups of every type. Schools and industries, civic clubs and 
women's organizations, had their goals. Accounts of only a - few 
of these campaigns can be included here. 

Manned bv volunte~r workers dressed in patriotic pinafores and 
caps, the American Legion ' '40 and 8" car, replica of the French 
railroad car of 1918, was stationed on Main Street in Charlottesville 
to assist in the Retail Merchants ' campaign to increase the sale of 
war stamps and bonds in the city during July, 1942. Other booths 
were located in various parts of the city. 5 

The first wartime parade was sponsored by the Retail Merchants 
Association in an effort to sell $25,000 in bonds and stamps on 
American \Var Heroes Day, July 17. E. R. Newman, parade chair
man, assembled a colorful series of units which took six minutes to 
pass a given point. Randolph H. Perry, the marshal, and most of 
the other participants , including the city officials, traveled on foot. 
There were, however , a number of bicycles and saddle horses in the 
parade. The Charlottesville Muncipal Band and the Jefferson High 
School Band furnished music to which marched the Virginia Pro
tective Force, the various veterans organizations, the Red Cross units , 
and others. The University Volunteer Unit, which consisted of 
forty-five students who had cut classes at the last minute to shoulder 
realistic wooden rifles, was cheered as it marched along Main Street. 
Overhead droned the Civil Air Patrol. The city's American Heroes 
looked on by proxy from a store window where their photographs 
were displayed. The spirit of the day led customers to flock to 
the bond booths. All morning a line stood before the " defense 
window" at the post office. 6 

The visit of movie actress Greer Garson to Charlottesville in Sep
tember was a gala event. Judge Armistead M. Dobie, toastmaster 
at the dinner given Miss Garson, paid high tribute to her and to the 
sunshine of her radiant presence. She in turn spoke of how much 
she enjoyed visiting Virginia. "Here in the Old Dominion you 
have wonderful towns and great little cities," she said. "The heart 
of the country is in the big little towns. " At her appearance at 
a local theater she was heartily applauded. Stimulated by Miss 
Garson's visit, E bond sales soared, and reached a peak of $294,922 
for September. 7 
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"Women at War Week" the latter part of November saw about 
twenty women's organizations selling bonds and stamps in booths 
located in various stores in Charlottesville. On the first day, 
November 23, the United Daughter"s of the Confederacy, led by 
their president, Mrs. John R. Morris , set a record by selling $10.570 
worth at their booth in the C. H. \Villiams department store. 
During the week the American Legion Auxiliary sold $7,984 worth, 
and the Jack Jouett Chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution sold $4,119 worth. All together, more than $27,000 
in war bonds and stamps were sold during the six days. 8 

On December 3 the Scottsville Lions Club put on a highly suc
cessful minstrel show at the Victory Theater in Scottsville. Edward 
N. ("Uncle Jim") MacWilliams of Keene directed the show. From 
admission charges a sizeable contribution was made to the Lions' 
fund for the blind. A number of servicemen, including some 
British seamen, were in the audience, and several had an impromptu 
part in the show. The highlight of the evening was the auction 
of objects to purchasers of war bonds and stamps. The necktie of 
Sergeant Merril L. Carter of Scottsville, then serving in India, 
brought the high bid of $2,000. More than $20,000 worth of 
bonds and stamps were sold.a 

First War Loan 

The Victory Fund Drive, later known as the First War Loan, 
brought 1942 to a close. It was carried on jointly by the local 
city-county \Var Savings Committee, appointed by the U. S. Treas
ury D epartment , which promoted sales of Series E savings bonds, 
and by the Victory Fund Committee, appointed by the Federal 
R•eservr. Bank, which promoted sales of securities other than E bonds. 
Series E bonds were ten-year appreciation bonds issued at three
fourths of maturity value. Both locally and nationally the drive 
was a suc,cess. The division of responsibility led to some con
fusion and makes it difficult to secure accurate and complete figur'es, 
but there was less uncertainty here , where both promotional agencies 
had enlisted \Villiam S. Hildreth to serve as chairman of their local 
committee, than in many other communities. Between November 
30 and December 31, 1942 , the people of Charlottesville and Albe
marle County purchased $842,755 worth of government bonds. 
Of this amount $106,668 represented purchases of E bonds, for 
which there was a quota of $150,000. Purchases made by com
mercial banks were excluded from the tabulation of these sales and 
were never included in the sales credited to the community in later 
drives. Nearly thirteen billions were subscribed by the nation as a 
whole. This made a good beginning to the financing of the war, 10 
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Second War Loan 

On Monday, April 12, 1943, the Second War Loan Drive to raise 
thirteen billion dollars began. Charlottesville and Albemarle Coun
ty, assigned a quota of $1,313,900, again went to work buying 
bonds under the leadership of William S. Hildreth, who was as
sisted by a committee of the Lions Club in the city and a similar 
committee of citizens , under Harry Frazier, Jr., in the county. 

Although the campaign began officiallv on April 12, the sales of 
Series E, F , and G bonds between April 1 and May 8 were counted 
toward fulfilling the quota. Other U. S. Treasury securities were 
on sale betwern April 12 and May l. Alex Thompson was chair
man of publicity in this and all subsequent drives. Full page ad
vertisements in The Daily Progress urging the purchase of bonds 
had been sponsored jointly by thirty local business organizations 
each week beginning on February 10 . With some changes in spon 
sors, these continued to appear regularly throughout the war. Local 
firms frequently supported the bond drives individuallv with ad 
vertisements in the newspapers, over the radio , and on billboards.11 

The drive was a success from the start. By Friday of the first 
week $628.450 worth of bonds had been bought, and by the fol
lowing Wednesday the quota h:id been exceeded. Many local busi
ness firms made substantial purchases and contributed materially to 
the early success of the drive. The campaign was pushed to the 
end of the three-week period . Local sales fina!ly totaled $1,550.873. 
of which $1,358,250 worth was sold by the Peoples National 
Bank. For this outstanding achievement in individm.llv excePdino: the 
entire local quota, the bank was given a United States Treasurv 
Department Citation, which corresponded to the Armv-Navy "E" 
award for superior industrial production. Lane High School, which 
sold $131 ,000 worth of bonds and stamps , was also given a citation.12 

A national campaign, announced earlv in March, was started 
to encourage school cbildren to buy bonds and stamos. Any school 
which sold stamps and bonds in the amount of $900. the price of 
a jeep, was eligible for a certificate signed by the Secretary of tbe 
Treasnrv. bearing a victure of a jeep in action and the name of tbe 
school. The quota for Virginia was 17 4 ieeos. By a vigorous sell
ing campaism. Lane High School accounted for forty-seven ieevs. 
Venable School raised funds for three ieevs. and Clark School added 
another. In the county Scottsville High School, Greenwood High 
SchooL and Albrmarle Trainimr School for Negroes each sold enough 
bonds and stamps in this campaign to win a certificate.13 

Finding itself unable , because of war conditions. to undertake tbe 
usual amount of construction work, the Charlottesville City Council 
in May bought $100,000 worth of war bonds. Tbis action was 
generally approved, the citizens feeling that tbe money would be 
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doubly useful, first in winning the w ar and later in building their 
city.14 

An analysis cf war bonds sales in Virginia for the fiscal year be
ginning July I, 1942, showed that in Charlottesville and Albemarle 
County $2 ,017 ,263 worth of w ar bonds and stamps had been 
distributed within twelve months. This sum represented per capita 
purchases of $44 and was equivalent to 5.4 per cent of the estimated 
per capita income. This local record was disappointing when com
pared with per capita purchases of $59, which were equivalent to 
9.2 per cent of estimated per capita income, for the state as a whole.15 

Third War Loan 

On September 9, 1943 , the nation's Third War Loan Drive 
started. Beginning with this drive, all bond selling activities were 
placed under the Albemarle County-Charlottesville War Finance 
Committee, an agency of the U. S. Treasury Department which 
succeeded all previous agencies. Charlottesville and Albemarle 
County h2d a quota of $2 ,877,700, over $1,500,000 more than 
the quota for the previous drive. Seeking to curb inflation by get
ting individuals to invest as much as possible of the "easy" money 
which was coming into their hands, the Federal government placed 
great emphasis on the sale of E bonds. The local E bond quota for 
September and October was $701,000 and was a part of the larger 
quota for the drive. In this drive William S. Hildreth, permanent 
chairman, was ably assisted by C. T. O'Neill, Vice-President of the 
National Bank and Trust Company, who served as county chairman, 
and by Harry Frazier, Jr. , Vice-President of the Peoples National 
Bank. who was in charge of special subscriptions.16 

Because "this is the cradle of liberty" and because of Albemarle' s 
" wonderful war bond record," Secretary of the Treasury Henry 
Morgrnthau , Jr., chose Charlottesville as the place from which to 
make his first report on the bond drive to the nation. At the "Free
dom Sing" held at the Rotunda of the University of Virginia on 
Sunday afternoon, September 12, Morgenthau told a crowd of over 
3.000 people that "Jefferson's abiding faith informs and inspires 
the new genen.tion of Americans on the battlefronts thousands of 
miles away. The noblest appreciation w e can pay him is to under
~tand that we must carry Jefferson's good. valiant fight on and on ." 
After reporting that over two billion dollars had been subscribed in 
the first three days of the drive , Morn:enthau cited the example of 
the 540 employees of Frank Ix and Sons, Inc., of Charlottesville. 
who had pledged a week's pay to the purchase of war bonds over 
and above those purchased by payroll deductions. "If everybody 
does as well, I can assure you tbis bond drive will be a great suc;
cess," he said. 
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Charlottesville Negro choirs form a V for Victory to open 
the Third War Loan Driue. 
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The principal address at the "Freedom Sing" was delivered by 
Judge Armistead M. Dobie. Harry Rogers Pratt arranged the 
musical program and led the singing. A Negro chorus of more than 
one hundred voices, under the direction of L. Augustus Page, sang 
several spirituals, and the University of Virginia Band, directed by 
James E. Berdahl, played several stirring numbers. 

In the evening Secretary Morgenthau presided as master of cere
monies on tbe "\Ve, the People" radio broadcast which originated 
from Jefferson's study at Monticello. A crowd of nearly 500, seated 
on the lawn in front of the east portico of Jefferson's home, listened 
to the nationwide appeal to buy bonds and heard various persons 
introduced by Morgenthau. Among these were Brigadier General 
Cornelius Wickersham, head of the School of Military Government 
at the Universitv of Virginia; Mrs. Lucian K. Truscott, Jr., wife of 
Major GeMral Truscott; Mrs. Demas T. Craw, widow of the late 
Colonel "Nick" Craw, who had been the first American to die in 
the invasion of North Africa ; Lieutenant Landon L. Davis, Jr, back 
from a year's service a board a submarine in the Pacific; Mrs. Henry 
Harlow, mother of three sons in the air forces; Mrs. Betty King, 
local factory worker, who had three brothers anci' a husband in the 
service: and Willis Henderson , Negro employee at Monticello, whose 
family had lived at Monticello since Jefferson's time. Ernie Pyle, 
beloved war correspondent, who had witnessed the Sicily invasion, 
told of seeing the use of war materials bought by money invested 
in war bends. "I've known enemy artillery that had to retreat 
because it ran out of ammunition," he said, "but in Sicily we had 
such immrnse stores of ammunition that there was never fear at 
any time about our having enough to overwhelm the enemy. That's 
what war bonds can do." 17 

Realizing that Secretary Morgenthau's visit had brought respon
sibility as well as honor with it, Charlottesville and Albemarle be
gan buying bonds in earnest, and by September 21 the half-way 
mark had been reached. An uphill battle remained, however. E 
bond sales lagged bad! y. The "Retailers for Victory" committee 
of the Chambrr of Commerce. in cooperation with the Retail Mer
chants Association and the local War Finance Committee, planned 
a Saturday Night War Bond Rally for the benefit of those who 
were unable to make their purchases in the daytime. On Septem
ber 25 East Third Street between Main and Water was the scene 
cf this special program. The Lane High School Band, directed by 
Sharon Hoose, furnished the music, and J. Lawson Stott was mas
ter of ceremonies. There were seven booths on the street in charge 
of young ladies who took orders for bonds, and all three downtown 
banks were open from 7: 15 to, 9: 30 P. M. to issue E bonds. The 
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success of the evening 1s measured by the $14,437.50 worth of 
war bonds sold.18 

On October I thE' local quota was topped. The Commonwealth 
of Virginia had invested $11,500,000 in war bonds and credited 
to each locality a proportional part. Charlottesville and Albemarle 
were thereby given a boost of $318,550, enough to put them over 
the top. On October I local sales and credits for the Third War 
I,.,oan totaled $3,009,427. Later this figure was increased to 
$3,119,290. 18 

Fourth War Loan 

The Fourth War Loan Drive extended from January 18 to Feb
ruary 15, 1944. As in the previous drive , William S. Hildreth, 
chairman of the local War Finance Committee, was assisted by C. T. 
O'Neill and Hirrv Frazier, Jr. Especial emphasis was again placed 
on sales to individuals, particularly of Series E bonds, which had a 
quota of $510,000 out of a total local quota of $2,353,000. 

The retail merchants and their employees, working through the 
Retailers War Finance Committee with Frank Payne as chairman, 
undertook to make the campaign a success. On the opening day 
stores were closed until l O: 00 A. M., and all employees attended a 
mass meeting at the Paramount Theatre. The principal address was 
made by James S. Easley, the executive director of the War Finance 
Committee for Virginia and a past president of the Virginia State 
Chamber of Commerce. Brief talks were also made by Lieutenant 
J. Elmer Harlow, back from Europe where he had recently taken 
part in the great Schweinfurt air raid, and by two wounded veterans 
from the Woodrow Wilson General Hospital near Staunton, Vir
l!mta. Each sales person present was asked to sell a minimum of 
~200 worth of war bonds during the drive. 20 

Four days bter the quarter -milepost was oassed, and by the 
eighth day the halfway mark was reached. E bond sales lagged 
behind, however , and not until February 2 did they reach the 
halfway mark. Meanwhile. a letter was received from Lieutenant 
Billy McCann. U.S.M.C.. Sergeant Maurice A. Bibb, A.U.S., Pri
vate Johnnv Davis, U .S.M.C., and Fire Controlman First Class Ken 
neth W. Beale, a Seabee, who had snent Christmas day together 
on an island in the South Pacific. They wrote: "We are on a 
one-way road that leads straight to Tokyo. There's no turning 
back and you can be sure we'll get there. We miss good old 
Charlottesville , so olease buy a lot of war bonds and helo us get 
home early." As if in answer to this request. the general drive went 
over the top on February 3. 21 

Every resource was then turned to gaining the E bond quota. 
Buyers of these bonds who made their purchases at the Paramount 
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Theatre were guests of the theatre at a showing of "Destination 
Tokyo" on February 16. This was one of many successful "War 
Bond Premieres.' ' 

The Retailers' War Finance Committee, in cooperation with the 
Lane High School Bond Committee, conducted an auction sale on 
February 25 at the high school. Valuable items, such as Nylon hose 
and Virginia hams, were offered to bond buying bidders by G. F. 
Norcross , the auctioneer. High bids for articles auctioned included 
a $5,000 bond purchase for an old typewriter, $2,000 for a $25 
war bond donated for the auction, and $2,000 for a chair. In 
all, $32,000 worth of E bonds were purchased. This was enough 
to top the quota and make the Fourth War Loan a complete success 
in Charlottesville and Albemarle. 

Tbe community w:1s warmly congratulated for its success by 
state officials. Altogether $3,362,178 worth of all types of war 
bonds were bought, the quota being exceeded by more than a million 
dollars. 22 

From Major Charles N. Hulvey, Jr. , with the Marines came the 
warm tribute. "The fighting spirit of the people of Charlottesville 
and Albemarle, exemplified by their unselfish purchase of war bonds, 
gives us of the hometown, in the South Pacific, a glowing sense of 
pride in the community we already regard so highly." 23 

Fifth War Loan 

First to purchase a war bond in the Fifth War Loan Drive which 
started June 12 , 1944, _just six days after the Normandy invasion. 
was Lieutenant General Alexander Archer Vandegrift, Commandant 
of the United States Marine Corps. The bond was handed to Gen
eral Vandegrift by Mrs. John R. Frizzell, Jr., who, like the general. 
hailed from Charlottesville. 24 Keenly aware of the titanic struggle 
in which fathers, sons, husbands, and brothers were engaged on the 
coast of Europe, citizens as never before bought bonds, feeling that 
thus they had a share in supplying the Monticello Guard as it fought 
its way into France. Raymond Hunt, president of the Chamber 
of Commerce. who served as campaign chairman, renorted more E 
bonds sold on the first day of the drive than in any previous day in 
the history of the city. 25 In Albemarle County, C. T. O'Neill 
headed the s;iles organization. Committees were set up: the Scotts
ville Lions Club canvassed the southern end of the county, while 
the Crozet Lions and the Greenwood Community League worked 
in the western section. 26 The over-all quota for the community 
w~s $2,700,000. but v,ithin ten days the first million was secured 
and sales to individuals had mssed one-third of the quota. 27 

One June 27 the Treasury Department's special war bond trailer , 
containing an exhibition of cantured German and Japanese battle 
equipment, was parked from 6: 00 to 10: 00 P. M. in front of the 
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Paramount Theatre, where, on the following evening, "The Eve 
of St. Mark" was shown as a War Bond Premiere. 28 On the thir
tieth a bond auction, similar to the one held during the fourth loan, 
took place at Lane High School, but the attendance was poor. On 
the Fourth of July the Crispus Attucks Post No. 62 of the American 
Legion sponsored a parade on Main Street, followed by a war bond 
rally at Washington Park. 29 

A feature of the Fifth War Loan Drive was the contest among 
civic and fraternal organizations and the contest among industrial 
plants. Each organization or plant had a war bond quota against 
which it measured its sales. The record sale of 2,302 per cent of 
quota made by the Kiwanis Club is hard to comprehend, but so are 
the records of B'nai B'rith, 2.274 per cent, and the Rotary Club, 
2,267 per cent. Industrial plant records were also impressive: the 
leaders were Monticello Dairy, 789 per cent; Virginia Stage Lines, 
750 per cent ; and Southern Welding and Machine Company, 719 
per cent. 30 

By July 3 the over-all quota was topped, but the E bond quota 
of $475,000 was less than half subscribed. Continued effort 
brought results, and by the end of July all quotas had been ex
ceeded. Total sales reached $4,669,053, almost two million dol
lars over the quota, and the lagging E bond sales at last passed the 
quota by over $17,000. Ben C. Moomaw, Jr., senior deputy 
manager for the Treasury Departmrn t' s War Finance Committee 
for Virginia, wrote to Hildreth, "While the entire performance of 
your committE'r in the Fifth War Loan Campaign is top-flight, your 
sales of other I than El bonds to individuals surpass anything that 
has b~en done in the State in any of the war loan drives." These 
purchases in the county and city were $3,066,721.75, or $1.341.-
721.75 over the quota of $1.750,000.31 

Sixth War Loan 
The Sixth \Var Loan brought 1944 to a close. The campaign to 

rJise a quota of $2,610,000 was conducted between November 20 
and December 16, but sales of E bonds were pushed throughout all 
of both months. J. Emmett Gleason, City Commissioner and 
former Mayor of Charlottesville, was named chairman for 
the drive. Under the chairmanship of Miss Sylvia P. Horwitz, 
teacher at Lane High School and a member of the Education Com
mittee of the statewide war bond sales organization, the school chil
dren spearhearled the campaign. 32 

Prizes of war bonds and stamps were offered in the city and 
county schools to those who made the most individual sales and 
also to those who sold the largest dollar value of bonds. In some 
of the smaller schools prizes were offered for the greatest dollar value 
in bond sales only. 
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The drive was o,pened by Major Don Gentile, American fighter 
· pilot ace of the European theater, who was credited with destroying 
over thirty German planes. On November 20 he visited five city 
schools and then went to McIntire School, where he spoke to a 
gathering of the county school children. He stressed the fact that 
war bond sales made possible the purchase of material essential to 
winning the war. 33 

The following Saturday a thirty-nine man Infantry combat team 
staged " Here's Your Infantry" at Scott Stadium. Various items of 
infantry equipment, including the "Bazooka", were displayed, and 
a sham battle was enacted in which a well equipped Jap pillbox 
was taken by ftame throwers. 34 

At Clark School students achieved the sale of a dollar's worth 
of war bonds or stamps for each of the 3,633 miles from Pearl Har
bor to Tokyo. At McGuffey School $15 ,000 in war bonds were 
sold by pupils in order to secure the purchase of an army training 
plane. On December 7 Lane High School completed a campaign 
begun in September to purchase a PBY Consolidated Vultee Catalina 
Patrol Bomber costing $172,000. Actually their bond sales reached 
$181,793.90. A decalcomania bearing the name and address of 
the school was forwarded to the Treasury Department to be mounted 
on the plane. This was the first PBY Catalina Bomber to be pur
chased by a Virginia school. 35 

By December 2 half of the over-all quota had been subscribed, 
and by the twelfth the drive was over the top, but as usual E 
bond sales lagged. In an effort to meet the E bond quota of 
$425,000, of wb·ch only about sixty per cent had been subscribed, 
school children in the sixth grade and above, who bad actually been 
working ::s members of the Sixth War Loan Army in the bond 
drive, were dismissed from their classes at two o'clock on December 
14 to canvass the citv, house by house. They took orders for bonds 
which were later purchased at the regular sources. This helped, 
but it was Santa Claus who put the E bond drive over. People 
began to buy large amounts of bonds for, Christmas presents, and 
the quota was quickly passed on December 20 . Charlottesville and 
Albemarle County were among the very first communities in the 
state of Virginia to surpass all quotas in the Sixth War Loan. 36 

Sales of all tvpes of bonds in the city-county area for the drive 
were 248 per cent of quota and totaled $6,471.507, or $3,861,507 
more than the quota . After a slow start E bond purchasers boosted 
sales in. that category to $627 ,530, or $202,530 in excess of the 
quota. In appreciative recognition of the energetic campaign con
ducted through the schools , Chairman Glrason said, "With the final 
report showing the area well ahead in E bond purchases, it is ap
parent that the children are largely responsible for this success smce 
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their work was confined solely to this field. I want to congratulate 
the youngsters for their remarkable work. " 37 

The unflagging zeal of Lane High School students resulted in the 
record sales of $492,326.55 worth of war bonds and stamps during 
the first semester of the 1944 session. This was the largest amount 
ever reported by a Virginia school. Sales in the other schools of 
Charlottesville brought the city total to $686,938. 71.38 

Seventh War Loan 

By 1945 almost every worker who was regularly employed had 
been given an opportunity to buy war bonds through the payroll 
savings plan. So effective was the campaign that nearly everyone 
who could was buying bonds by this method. Between drives it 
was these purchases which accounted for most of the sales. In the 
month of February, 1945, these interim sales reached their local 
peak when a quota of $125,000 was exceeded by 143 per cent, sales 
amounting to £304,564 . . During each drive a great effort had been 
made to increase payroll deductions for bonds, but in the Seventh 
this procedure was varied a little. The campaign for payroll deduc
tions was made in April, and the regular bond selling drive began 
May 14.39 

Having made an outstanding success of the ~ixth War Loan Drive, 
J. Emmett Gleason was drafted to lead the "Mighty Seventh," which 
had the largest quota of any drive. Charlottesville and Albemarle 
County were asked to buy a total of $3,560,000 worth of war 
bonds. Of this amount, $660,000 was to be E bonds. Since this 
quota exceeded by over $30,000 the largest amount of E bonds ever 
sold in the community, it presented an extreme challenge. To meet 
it, Chairman Gleason again enlisted the aid of the school children. 
Since schools would close soon after the regular campaign began 
en May 14, a special drive and contest, with war bonds as prizes, 
was conducted by the schools from April 30 to May 18, along the 
same lines as the one during the Sixth War Loan. 40 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt having died on April 12, Fred
erick C. Disque of the University of Virginia prepared for the bond 
committee of Lane High School a scroll to be signed by bond pur
chasers, who through their financial support of the war effort ex
pressed a reaffirmation of their faith in freedom and democracy. 
When completed the scroll was sent to the Roosevelt Museum at 
Hyde Park, New York.41 

On May 15 the Charlottesville chapter of the American Associa
tion of University Women gave a performance of Gilbert and Sulli
van's operetta; "The Mikado." Tickets for the show were given 
to each purchaser of an E bond and over 5 0 0 persons attended. On 
the day of the performance one bank sold over $13,000 worth of 
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bonds to persons desiring to attend. June 7 brought the usual 
War Bond Premiere, but on the day before there was also "Free 
l'vlovie Day" in observance of the first anniversary of the invasion 
of France. Bond buyers had the choice of attending either the 
premiere or of attending any moving picture theater in the city on 
the sixth, free. 42 

The school campaign carried the E bond drive more than one
fourth of the way to the quota, but as soon as it ended E bond sales 
began to lag even though other bond sales moved ahead. By June 13 
the over-all quota had been passed, but only 66 per cent of the 
E bond quota had been sold. A week later Charlottesville and 
Albemarle County, $1,168,297 over the general quota, were lagging· 
behind most of the state in E bond sales. Over $185,000 worth 
had to be sold in a hurry. Special stress was laid on getting workers 
who had made payroll deductions to buy additional bonds during 
the drive. During the last week of June the Boy Scouts were sent 
scurrying to secure pledges to put the E bond drive over. The re
sponse was disheartening. July 1 found the drive still 
$100,000 short of the E bond quota. With one week of grace 
allowed, efforts were redoubled, but when the drive ended, Charlottes
ville and Albemarle had apparently failed by over $48,000 to reach 
the E bond quota. Then belated reports began to close the gap. 
Final figures at last showed the quota topped by $103,599. Pur
chases of E bonds throughout the world by members of the armed 
forces from this area and credited to the local community had put 
the drive across. The greatest drive of the war had been a com
plete success. Indeed, it was nothing short of remarkable. Against 
an over-all quota of $3,560,000, a total of $7,780,094 worth of 
war bonds had been bought in Charlottesville and Albemarle County. 
Among Virginia communities this one ranked twelfth with a per
centage of 218.57.43 

Victory Loan 

The Eighth War Loan Drive, coming after the victory m both 
Europe and Asia, was designated the " Victory Loan". Only eleven 
billion dollars was asked by the Federal government as against four
teen billion asked in the previous drive. Charlottesville and Albe
marle consequently had a somewhat smaller combined goal of only -
$2,600,000. As usual, this was subdivided: $450 ,000 for E bonds, 
$1,750,000 for other types of bonds bought by individuals, and 
$400,000 for purchases by corporations. The drive began October 
29 and ended December 8, but E bonds sold up to December 31, 
1945, counted toward the quota for the drive. Miss Mary Stamps 
White, former executive secretary of the local office of Civilian 
Defense and orily recently returned from overseas duty with the 
American Red Cross in Europe, was chairman for the Victory Loan 
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Drive. She was the first Albemarle County resident to head the 
Joint city-county campaign and the first woman to accept the reins 
in such an undertaking. 44 

The drive opened with the announcement that the all-star United 
States Coast Guard Victory Armada, including a thirty-piece band 
and a cast of entertainers, would ·give a performance at the Para
mount Theatre on November 8 for purchasers of war bonds. The 
auditorium was scaled to produce a total of $216, 3 I 5 in bond 
sales, with reserved seat sections including accommodations for pur
chasers of $25, $50, $100, $200, $500, and $1,000 E bonds. As 
soon as tickets became available, sales became brisk. The $25 and 
$1,000 seats were sold out almost at once, but those in between 
moved more slowly. Only seventy-five per cent of the seats had 
been taken up by the day of the show. Approximately 1,200 Vic
tory bond buyers saw the two hours of entertainment and paid a 
total of $143,450 into the Treasury for the privilege. This was 
considerably less than the projected $216,315, but it accounted 
for the greater part of early E bond sales. 45 

As usual the city and county schools pushed war bond sales. 
The prizes of ~rar bonds to those pupils securing purchases of bonds 
were again offered. At Lane High School the drive was opened by 
a meeting at which four returned veterans spoke. Lieutenant James 
Hageman, who hJd been a bombardier with the Eighth Air Force 
in Europe, told of the need to finish paying for the war and for 
rehabilitation. Beginning November 16 a special five-day campaign 
to secure bond purchases in memory of the forty-five alumni of Lane 
High School who gave their lives in World War II was held. A 
goal of $200 for each of their honored dead was set. A total of 
$519,420 in Victory bonds was sold by Charlottesville school chil
dren during the drive; of this amount $400,095 was sold by Lane 
High School. 4G 

By November 16 the quota of sales of other than E bonds to 
individuals had been passed, but as usual the sales of E bonds 
fell behind. Not until the first week in December did the sales of 
E bonds reach half of the quota. Meanwhile, in an effort to spur 
sales, speciJl bond displays in the baby departments of stores were 
arranged, and workers in these dep.artments urged persons buying 
presents for new-born babies to add to the gift an E bond. The 
approach of Christmas offered another occasion for the purchases of 
bonds for gifts . 47 

When the main drive ended on December 8, the sale of bond-s 
to corporations and the sales of other than E bonds to individuals 
were boi:h over the top with their quotas trebled, but only 60 per 
cent of the E bond quota had been subscribed. The next · week, 
however, sales took a sudden spurt, only to bog down again the 
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following week. Purchases of E bonds for Christmas presents and 
others who rallied to last minute appeals finally put the drive over.48 

The purchases of E bonds by city and county servicemen and 
servicewomen away from home. always credited toward the local 
quotas, amounted to more than $50,000 per drive. These and 
late purchases finally ran E bond sales to $601,968 or $151,968 
over the quota for the Victory Loan Drive. Bond sales in other 
than E bonds to individuals amounted to $6,202,270, and pur
chases by corporations amounted to $2,005,638. An over-all quota 
of $2,600,000 was surpassed by sales of $8,809,876, the largest 
amount ever raised locally. " The Victory Loan campaign is in 
every respect your crowning achievement," wrote Ben C. Moomaw, 
Jr., co-executive manager of the War Finance Committee for Vir
ginia, to Hildreth. "No committee in the State has done a better 
job, and, in some respects, none has done as good a job. " 49 

With the close of the Victory Loan Drive, great public campaigns 
for the sale of bonds ceased, but the bonds, renamed United States 
Savings Bonds, continued on sale. The payroll savings system re
mained in effect and workers continued to purchase bonds through 
it. During the year of 1946 a total of $2,213,600.75 worth of 
savings bonds were bought in Charlottesville and Albemarle County. 
This amount compares favorably with the sales for the year 1942 
and shows that the habit of buying bonds has been in a measure 
carried over into the years of peace.50 

Between 1941 and 1945, inclusive, $42,229,293 worth of war 
bonds were purchased in Charlottesville and Albemarle County, 
while the quotas for the same period totaled only $22,181,150. 
This record placed this community fourth among approximately a 
hundred War Finance Committee areas in Virginia. Only Camp
bell County, Henrico County, and Middlesex County had higher sales 
in relation to their quotas. Never once did Charlottesville and Albe
marle County fail to meet the over-all quota for a bond drive, and 
though E bond sales often lagged, only in the first drive, before 
the community was well organized to sell E bonds, was the quota 
not attained. Between drives, the sales record is somewhat spotty. 
Sometimes the interim quota was exceeded, sometimes not. The 
gross sales \"lere indeed large and justly a source of great pride to 
the community. Yet in 1944, the year of three bond drives, when 
$15,221,395 worth of w ar bonds were sold locally, the total amount 
raised was enough to pay the costs of the war for only about one 
hour and twenty minutes .51 It is a creditable achievement for one 
small community within a year to underwrite the staggering cost of 
global war for even so short a time. 

But the ultimate significance of the generous investment in de
mocracy by the people of Charlottesville and Albemarle County will 
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not become fully assessable until the decade of the 1950's, when 
their millions of dollars worth of war bonds will mature. Then 
dollars which have already fought for freedom will return to buy in 
the local markets many things which will contribute to the hap
piness of the patriotic investors and to the welfare of the community. 

WAR BOND SALES, 
CHARLOTTE:sV lLLE AND ALBEMARLE COUNTY 

THE EIGHT w AR LOANS 

Series 
E Bonds 

First War Loan, Quota $150,000 
Nov. 30-Dec. 31, 1942 Sales $106,668 

Second War Loan, Quota None 
April 1-May 8, 1943 Sales $210,281 

Third War Loan, Quota $701,000 
Sept. 1-Oct. 16, 1943 Sales Above quota 

Fourth War Loan, Quota $510,000 
Jan. 1-Feb. 29, 1944 Sales $518,062 

Fifth War Loan, Quota $475,000 
June 1-July 31, 1944 Sales $492,094 

Sixth War Loan, Quota $425,000 
Nov. 1-Dec. 31, 1944 Sales $627,530 

Seventh War Loan, Quota $660,000 
April 9-July 7, 1945 Sales $763,599 

Victory Loan Quota $450,000 
Oct. 29-Dec. 31, 1945 Sales $601,968 

TOTAL ANNUAL WAR BOND SALES 

Quota 
Sales 

1941-1942 
$1,456,550 
$3 ,266,598 

1943 
$5,506,600 
$5,957,041 

1944 
$ 8,398,000 
$15,221,395 

GRAND TOTAL OF WAR BOND SALES, 1941-1945 

Quota $22,181,150 
Sales $42,229,293 

All Types 
of Securities 

$ 150,000 
$ 842,755 

$1,313,900 
$1,550,873 

$2,877,700 
$3,119,290 

$2,353,000 
$3,362,178 

$2,700,000 
$4,669,053 

$2,610,000 
$6,471,507 

$3,560,000 
$7,780,094 

$2,600,000 
$8,809,876 

1945 
$ 6,820,000 
$17,784,259 

Note: Sales began in May, 1941, but quotas were not assigned until 
May, 1942. 
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IV 

Salvaging Scarce Materials 

Certain articles, usually discarded by a proverbially wasteful 
American public , assumed a new value when the United States was 
drawn into the war. The salvage of waste paper, scrap metals , 
rubber, fats , and cloth, all needed by factories in the war effort, 
became one of the major activities of the civilian population as 
sources of supply were cut off or because the manpower which nor
mally produced them was transferred to other war industries and the 
armed forces. In Charlottesville and Albemarle County the salvage 
drives were successful not only because of the leadership of public 
spirited older citizens but also because of the assistance of many of the 
younger residents of the community. Children were able to hunt 
and collect waste materials during hours which they spared from 
~ports and other recreational activities of peacetime. Only in the 
purchase and sale of war bonds and war stamps was the younger 
generation, working through its schools and clubs , as helpful. 

Their value in salvage campaigns became apparent before Pearl 
Harbor in the aluminum drive held in July, 1941, as part of tl;-ie 
national defense program. Charlottesville Boy and Girl Scouts col
lected old aluminum, needed for aircraft production, in a house-to
house canvass directed by an executive committee elected at a Court 
House meeting. Large heaps were also collected at Scottsville, Crozet, 
Miller School, and designated stores throughout the county.1 

In December, 1941, the Northern Virginia Regional Defense 
Council called upon all citizens of Charlottesville and Albemarle 
County to begin immediately saving waste paper, scrap iron, rubber, 
copper, and rags as well as aluminum. This council had received its 
direction from Leon Henderson; administrator of the Office of Price 
Administration, by way of the Virginia Defense Council. Chari
table organizations and other clubs were urged to collect scrap and 
sell direct to dealers for profit . · 

In January, 1942, the War Production Board was created with 
Donald Nelson as chairman. He improved salvage activities by or
ganizing in the War Production Board a Salvage Division, which 
cooperated with the Civilian Defense Councils in the states. This 
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Salvage Division issued instructions to the Virginia State Salvage 
Committee in Richmond. In turn this committee relayed informa
tion and inspiration through the medium of its mimeographed Sal
vage Bulletins, beginning in March, 1942, to the local Civilian 
Defense Council. A city and a county Salvage Committee had been 
organized in the early days of that agency. Consequently, the com
mittee members were informed prompt! y as to the nation's needs. 
Suggestions were made as to practical methods of salvaging critically 
scarce materials. Posters and pamphlets were provided to portray 
the need for part;cular materials and to explain their importance in 
the war effort. Having gained in this way an understanding of 
each shortage, the residents of this city and county gave a full meas
ure of cooperation in most of the salvage campaigns. 

For the duration City Manager Seth Burnley served as head of the 
Salvage Committee f9r Charlottesville. He was assisted by Mrs. 
Lyttelton Waddell, who_ served from June, 1942, until January. 
1944, and then for some time by Mrs. Randolph Harrison. Larned 
Randolph served as county chairman until January, 1944, when he 
was succeeded by Henry McComb Bush. 2 

Waste Paper 

Number one on the list of serious shortages was paper. Enor
mous quantities of waste paper were used to make cartons in which 
food, clothing, and war goods were shipped to servicemen. As early 
as December 22, 1941, Leon Henderson, administrator of the Office 
of Price Administration, wrote Mayor W. D . Haden of Charlottes
ville urging a renewed and active effort to collect as much waste 
paper and cardboard as possible. At that time the Salvage Com
mittees for Charlottesville and Albemarle County asked people to 
send their waste paper to R. E. Hall, Jr., at the City Yards. The 
local junk dealers, L. E. . Coiner, Henry Hill, and Harry Wright, 
shipped the paper to pulp mills, which paid an average of forty 
cents per hundred pounds. About thirty tons of waste paper and 
cardboard were collected by the city for each of the months of 
January, February, and March , 1942; and from January through 
May a total of 3 68 tons was collected in the county and shipped by 
only two dealers. In August 73 ,020 pounds were collected by the 
city and county. 3 During the two years 1942 and 194 3 city trucks 
collected only 258 tons of which Charlottesville Boy Scouts con
tributed two and one-half tons for the year I 94 3 .4 

Beginning with 1944, however, much larger quantities of paper 
were salvaged when city collections were supplemented by increasing
ly large contributions from the county and the Boy Scouts. A need 
for containers had become acute, with millions of servicemen on the 
far sides of the Atlantic and the Pacific being supplied as no other 
armies had ever been supplied before. 
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The city collected 87,930 pounds in April. In July the City Fire 
Department became the collection depot when a bin made especially 
for the purpose was installed in front of the fire house. The firemen, 
using the baler given them by a patriotic citizen, converted the ac
cumulated paper into 15 0-pound bales and shipped it to a pulp mill 
in Richmond. By November 15 they had sent sixty tons. During 
November 8-22 Charlottesville retail merchants cooperated with local 
salvage officials by declaring a Paper Holiday. Throughout that 
period their customers were asked to help conserve wrapping paper 
by accepting as many packages as possible unwrapped. 5 

Contributing greatly to the success of paper salvage in 1 944 and 
1945 were the Boy Scout drives directed bv Earl Snyder. In Janu
ary, l 944, the Scouts set out to "Salvage More in '44" and load two 
railroad cars in that month. With the help of trucks loaned by six
teen business firms, they filled three freight cars: seventy-five tons, 
an amount well above their goaL were shipped to the oaoPr mill. 
A drive in April totaled 73,900 pounds, another in July 76,120 
pounds. In honor of the .Scouts, business men, and truck drivers 
who had cooperated to make these drives a success, a picnic suooer 
was given at McIntire Park. Troop Number 5 received an award 
for having the highest percentage of its membershio enrolled in the 
drives. 6 The Executive Secretary of the Virginia State Salvage 
Committee observed in a letter praising the Scouts' accomolishment, 
"The amount of ·waste paver collected since the first of the year by 
your organization, 310,000 pounds. has caused the salvaging of 
paper in Charlottesville to be outstanding in the State of Virg-inia." 7 

A fourth drive in October totaled 65,000 pounds and filled two more 
railroad cars. Three cars were filled with the 90,000 pounds gath
ered in the fifth drive of February, 1945: and the April drive topned 
them all with the impos'ing figure of 210,000 pounds. At a Bov 
Scout Court of Honor on June 7, 1945, thirty-two Scouts, each of 
whom had collected a minimum of 1,000 pounds, were presented 
the General Eisenhower award by Lieutenant J. L. Bridges of the 
School of Military Government at the Universitv of Virginia. 8 

As a part of the · annual Clean-Up, Paint-Up Campaign, the 
county schools launched a special paper drive in April of 1944. A 
county truck made the rounds of the schools, and additional depots 
were set up for people far out in the country. In two weeks 20,000 
pounds of paper were collected. Quite apart from this amount, as 
was pointed out by Paul H. Cale, principal of the Greenwood High 
School. was the exceptionally large collection made by the Boy 
Scouts of Greenwood and Crozet. It totaled 37,500 pounds: 21,-
000 from Greenwood, 16,500 from Crozet. Final figures for the 
county during the month of April were 73,132 pounds. May 
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brought only 6,840 pounds, and June still less, 2,240 pounds, with 
the close of school.9 

The national supply of paper was critically low in the summer 
of 1944. Each monthly collection had fallen an average of 67,000 
tons ,hart of the national quota. The invasion of France had be
gun. In response to a special plea from Washington salvage activi
ties in the county were intensified. The total collection for July was 
}3,878 pounds. A Scout drive at Crozet netted 100,000 pounds, 
another brought in 110,000 pounds, and in addition to these drives, 
the county salvaged l l 0,000 pounds between February of 1944 and 
June of 19 4 5. Proceeds of the sale made by L. E. Coiner were di
vided between the county schools, which received $534.16, and tre 

· Community Fund and Red Cross, which together received $280.00.10 

Other groups were also active in the county. The 4-H Club of 
Earlysville collected 15,900 pounds of paper. With the $40.00 
received from its sale the club bought a war bond and paid for cer
tain other club objectives. Home Demonstration and 4-H Club 
members throughout the county collected 59,600 pounds of paper 
during 1944, 12,000 in 1945.11 

In August of l 945 the State Salvage Committee announced that 
waste paper, along with tin cans and household fats , would continue 
to be salvaged even though the war had come to an end.12 

Scrap Meta ls 

Metal was second on the list of materials which the Federal gov 
ernment desired to recover through salvage. The United States had 
lived to regret its policy during the l 930 's which had encouraged 
the Japanese to buy American scrap iron for their war machine. · In 
December, 1941 , American rearmament necessitated a hunt for scrap 
metal; but it was in February of 19 4 2, when thirty-nine blast fur
naces of the steel industries in the nation were compelled to shut 
down due to a lack of scrap, that collecting metal became imperative. 
The knowledge that twenty-five per cent of the metal used in the 
manufacture of essential steel was scrap iron gave meaning to the 
Salvage for Victory Program launched in March of 1942.13 

Residents of the community were asked to search their garrets for 
worn out household metals of all kinds, including everything except 
tin cans and razor blades , the first then being considered non-reclaim
able, the second, too hazardous to handle . City junk dealers were 
to ship the scrap through channels established by the War Produc
tion Board to plants where its weight, however depleted in the pro
cess of melting, would compensate in some measure for the shortage 
at the steel mills. Heavy iron sold for fifty cents per hundred 
pounds, less heavy iron for forty cents, light iron, fifteen cents and 
upwards. making an average of about thirty-five cents per hundred 
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pounds. Copper and brass sold for from three to five cents per 
pound. 

One dealer shipped 18 6 tons of scrap metals collected through the 
efforts of the United States Department of Agriculture War Board in 
Albemarle County and the County Board of Agriculture between 
January and May, 1942. Their work was independent of that 
carried out by the county Salvage Committee, which reported having 
sent to two of the local dealers 646 tons of iron and twelve and a 
half tons of brass and copper. The city and county collections for 
June totaled 16 8 tons. 14 

In preparation for the local July drive the local Salvage Com
mittees designated four conveniently located places for the reception 
of scrap, called to public attention by spot announceme.nts over 
radio station \VCHV: the Texaco Service Station at 14th and Main 
Streets. \\'biting Oil Station, East End Parking Lot, .,and the Gulf 
Service Station at Farmington Crossing. City refuse trucks offered 
"curb service," making their rounds once a week during the month's 
drive to pick up piles of scrap deposited on the .curb in front of peo
ple's houses Over 144 tons of scrap iron and steel were collected 
in July.15 

Old tracks of the Southern Railway Company were torn up at 
Preston Turning, and the metal was shipped for salvage late in the 
summer. Henry H. Hill, owner of the Hill Wrecking Company of 
Charlottesville, received an automobile "graveyard" banner from the 
\Var Production Board, the first such award in Virginia. Between 
June 25 and September 15, 1942, he directed over 600 tons of scrap 
to the mills for war production. He further accomplished a com
plete turnover of scrap every sixty days. Total collection for the 
city dur'ing the month of August was 292.5 tons, whereas the 
county had salvaged 1,800 tons in all from January to September 
24, 1942.16 

Early in September Donald Nelson called on all newspaper pub
lishers to attend a meeting in Washington at which Army and Navy 
officials were present. The publishers were informed that a supply 
of scrap adequate for only two weeks was available, and that unless 
the collection ,vas greatly increased it would mean that many mills 
and furnaces would be forced to shut down, thereby seriously re
ducing the amount of ammunition and equipment needed for the 
armed forces. The publishers were asked to call the attention of the 
nation to this alarming state of affairs. Soon after the meeting the 
Virginia Newsppers' Scrap Campaign, sponsored by the Virginia 
Press Association, was launched as part of a national drive from 
September 21 through October 10. Governor Darden extended 
Junk Rally \Veek, originally the first week in September, to a three
week period, Junk Rally Weeks, to correspond with this period. 17 
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The Daily Progress opened the drive for Charlottesville with a 
full-page advertisement titled "Virginia's Scrap Can Lick the Jap." 
War bond prizes amounting to $4,000 were offered for the best 
contributions made by the county, city, agricultural organizations, 
women's, men's, and children's groups, churches, school organiza
tions, business firms , and individuals in collecting scrap or giving in
formation as to where hidden quantitirs of metal could be procured. 
More depots for collection were assigned , including the fire station 
and Haynes Settle's service station in the Fry's Spring area.18 

City activities included the distribution of lists of the names and 
locations of scrap depots along with gas and water bills, and again 
the services of the city trucks were enlisted. Old gas fixtures were 
taken from houses which antedated electric wiring. Some 3 00 tons 
of street car rails buried under the asphalt pavement of West Main 
Street from the University to the Union Station were removed bv 
the Works Progress Administration. The difficult job of disinter
ment proved to be too expensive in relation to the sale price of the 
recoverer! metal at iunk yards, so it was discontinued at a point less 
than half of the distance to the announced goal at the Chesapeake 
and Ohio Railway Station. Another activity was a two-day contest 
between residents of the two sides of Main Street; the four tons 
q-athered by the South side bested the three tons gathered by the 
North side. Civic clubs, too , joined in the drive, outstanding among 
them being the Kiwanians, who contributed forty tons of scrap col
lected on the1r lot back of the \Vhiting Service Station at Fifth and 
West Main Streets. The proceeds went to ·the club's cripnled chil
dren 's fund. The Paramount Theatre received five tons of scrap 
from the special production of "Ride 'em Cowbov" when the price 
of admission was three pounds of metal. A week's campail!n at the 
University , directed bv Frank E. Hartman , Superintendent of 
Grounds, and joined in by the students netted about ten tons of scrap 
and 500 pounds of brass. This was niled in a roped-off area in 
front of the new Naval R. 0. T. C. building, Maury HalJ.19 

Each school in the city took part in the scrap drive. The Lane 
High School Student Council, whose goal was one hundred tom. 
was assisted by th~ Lions Club, which succeeded in obtaining the 
loan of twenty-five delivery trucks from business firms to haul scrap. 
This group collected I 5 8 tons and won a $100 war bond in the 
State Newspaper Contest. The new Jefferson High School brought 
in twenty tons. Junior Commando scrap co.llectors of Clark School 
gathered seven tons, reaching a higher average per capita than that 
later attained by the city. Venable School gathered three tons. The 
McGuffey School had a one-day drive to which every child re
sponded; and the "G. B." Club made up of boys and girls from six to 
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twelve years old, mostly from McGuffey School, raised $9 .5 3 from 
its sales toward the purchase of a bond. 20 

By Septrmber 30 the firemen had a motley assortment of museum 
pieces totaling over twelve tons. There were old iron kettles, such 
as swung from cranes over the open hearth ; a French, a German , and 
an American helmet from W arid War I; a pre-Civil War tobacco 
press; an old Plymouth; a discarded Nash; an antique tricycle ; the 
complete equipment of a former Charlottesville business donated by 
Mrs. A. R. Mich tom: and a 6 00-pound chunk of iron rescued from 
a creek bed. From the Old Ladies' Home came the entire iron fence 
which had encircled their property. An unbattered Confederate 
cannon was the gift of Miss Mary Perley. Though never used in the 
Civil War, it had been fired on th~ University Lawn when South 
Carolina seceded from the Union, April 17, 18 61, by its owner, C. 
C. Wertenbaker, and again later to commemorate Virginia's secession. 
The American Legion also contributed a cannon, but the Confed 
erate cannon on the lawn of the Court House, eyed by enthusiastic 
salvagers, did not join the scrap pile. A sign set up by the firemen 
read: "The Japs Got All They Could Pay For-Now Let's Give 
Them the Rest." 21 

The fascination of the scrap pile led to at least two instances of 
theft. Three helmets , American, French , and German, were stolen 
one night from the firemen's collection, and a piece of brass worth 
$5.00 was taken from the Henry Hill Junk Yard.22 

In the county a Scrap Harvest Drive led by Larned Randolph was 
being conducted at the same time. Fourteen representatives from 
sections of the county had organized after September 25 and ob
tained the use of state highway trucks furnished by R. C. Ambler, 
county resident engineer, for the transportation of scrap to the 
dealers in Charlottesville. Ed Bain and Linden Shroyer, aided by four 
teams from the Crozet Fire Department, made a house-to-house 
canvass, and the proceeds were divided between the final payment 
for a new aircraft observation post and a gift to the U. S. 0. Stephen 
Kelsey directed th2 drive for I vv. Grover Van Devender for Owens 
ville, and John Faris for Red Hill , where school boys helped locate 
and haul scraD in their local drive.23 

The potentialities of industrial salvage were evident when John 
S Graves of the Alberene Stone Corporation at Schuyler reported 
that nine carloads of scrap, aggregating about 450 tons anp repre
senting a fifty-year accumulation of worn-out machinery, cars , rails, 
and other articles of iron, were sent to the nation's scrap heaD. 
i=:rank Ix and Sons, Inc.. gave twenty-four and one half tons and the 
Southern Welding and Machine Company three and one half tons. 24 

The 5 00 -ton goal for city and county collections was not only 
reached but exceeded at the end of the three-week drive. C. D. Sear
son, county drive statistician , announced on October 17 that the 
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collections since August had been about 8 0 l. 5 tons. Charlottesville 
alone had collected 44 3 tons, representing an average of 4 5. 7 pounds 
per capita. With a population of 380 people Scottsville had raised over 
fifty tons , equivalent to a per capita average of 266.6 pounds. This 
figure compared very favorably with the goal of 100 pounds per capita 
which had been set for every locality in the state. Moreover , it 
rivalled the 286 .3 pounds per capita recorded in Lynchburg , which 
led all Virginia communities. The Reverend Oscar E. Northen and 
E. B. Meredith, together with Homer Thacker, were leaders respon
sible for Scottsville ' s remarkable record. The Keswick and Proffit 
areas were among sections of the community in which heavy rains 
prevented the completion of the drive within the allotted period. 
First place for individual entrants was won by F. F. Critzer of Ivy, 
whose total was 11,146 pounds ; S. J. Robinson, Jr., of Charlottes
ville was second with 7,226 pounds. 25 

These local results constituted a helpful minority of the nation's 
total collections of more than 6,000,000 tons of scrap metals which 
were brought into war production as a result of the three-week cam
paign led by American newspapers. 

At the close of 1942, owing to the heavy toll of ships sunk and 
material abandoned on battlefields in the course of the Pacific cam
paigns and the North African invasion, the scrap situation remained 
critical. Industries were asked to pledge themselves to continue the 
salvage of metal until the war's end. A local Industrial Salvage 
Committee began functioning in November, 1942. It worked with 
manufacturers, garages, and other business firms in which larger 
amounts of scrap metal were usually found. One of the specific 
duties of this group, of which Frank Ix, Jr., was chairman, was to 
follow up on the disposal of recurrent scrap and to forward monthly 
reports on sales of scrap to the War Production Board. At the end 
of the second quarter after its organization the committee reported 
300,000 pounds more scrap than during its first quarter. By April, 
1944, it had reported well over a million pounds of various kinds of 
scrap. "We have found industries in Charlottesville most coopera
tive, and we are confident that they will continue in their splendid 
work," wrote Alex F. Ryland of Richmond, district industrial sal
vage representative. Over a period of six months the Southern 
Welding and Machine Company salvaged 721,000 pounds of iron 
and steel and 64 ,000 pounds of brass. 26 

During the first six months of ,! 943 the national quota was 
13,000,000 tons , over fifty per cent of this amount to be supplied 
by industries and farms. All Charlottesville industries participated 
throughout 1943. The quota for Virginia's farm scrap was 87,000 
tons , to be collected not later than June 30. The Home Demonstra
tion Clubs in Albemarle County collected 39 ,448 pounds of iron 
and steel during the first half of the year. The Home Demonstra-
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tion and 4-H Clubs jointly collected 36,764 pounds of scrap in 1944 
and 20,314 pounds in 1945.27 

Tin Cans 
At the beginning of the war it was deemed impracticable to reclaim 

tin from ordinary tin cans. Not until October, 1942, were house 
keepers instructed to prepare tin cans for salvage by placing the cut
out ends between the flattened sides. The one per cent coating of 
tin could be separated at certain mills by a detinning process from the 
ninety-nine per cent steel of the commercial tin can, and both metals 
could be salvaged . Even relatively small amounts of tin could be 
of use when the chief source of the United States supply was cut off 
by the Japanese seizure of the Malayan Peninsula and the Dutch 
East Indies. 

Tin was essential to many types of goods produced in wartime. 
Most of the food for the armed forces was shipped in tin cans because 
of the durability of this non-corrosive metal. which can be made to 
withstand moisture, excessive heat, and severe cold and to be im
penetrable to poison gas. It was used in the manufacture of cannon 
mounts, airplane motors, electrical machinery, and communications 
equipment. Not only was tin a fighting metal, but it also made the 
best container for many kinds of medical supplies, such as blood 
plasma and sulfa-ointments. 

At the beginning of the tin salvage campaign in Charlottesville the 
soft drink bottlers collected the used cans. Part of the metal they 
thus obtained was allocated to them for the manufacture of the caps 
on their bottles. The local bottlers of Coca-Cola, Pepsi-Cola, and 
the Nehi products gathered up cans which were forwarded by the 
firm of Dettor, Edwards, and Morris to detinning concerns. In De

. cember arrangements were made f<;n city trucks to collect the cans on 
their regular routes, together with other salvaged materials, and to 
carry them to the City Yards. When properly prepared tin cans 
were sent to a detinning plant, the city received $ 15 .50 per long ton 
for them. During the first year of tin can salvage the city trucks 
collected 94,400 pounds, an average of almost 8,000 pounds per 
month. 28 

This average rose during the first part of 1944, although it was 
estimated that in January only half the housewives in Charlottesville 
consistently saved their tin cans. In April three months' collections 
aggregating 36,000 pounds, an amount which averaged 12,000 
pounds per month, were shipped away. Charlottesville collected 
6,000 pounds during that month, and the county salvaged 940 
pounds in May and 400 pounds in June. The city and county to
gether turned in 70,200 pounds for July, August, and September. 
To these accumulations were added 34,200 pounds shipped to the 
Vulcan Detinning Company, Sewaren, New Jersey, in December. 29 
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No figures covering the quantity of tin cans salvag,ed in 1945 are 
available. As late as August 20 collections continued despite the 
fact that the struggle was drawing to a close. Large shipments of 
supplies were still being made overseas. and the stockpiles for civilian 
use could not be reduced. 30 

Rubber 
The salvage of rubber started in 1941 along with paper, scrap 

metals, rags, and aluminum. From January through May, 1942, 
twenty-two and one half tons were collected by two dealers in 
Charlottesville and Albemarle. With the loss of the Dutch East 
Indies, ninety per cent of the nation's crude rubbe.r supply was cut 
off, and President Roosevelt proposed a nationwide camoaig;n for 
the salvage of rubber during the last two weeks of June, 1942. The 
oil industries were called upon by the War Production Board to 
lend their personnel. offer their service , stations as collection depots, 
and buy all types of reclaimable rubber at a uniform price. People 
were urged, however, to conserve usable goods such as galoshes and 
overshoes in order to prevent a rush demand for them when their 
production became impossible. 31 

In Charlottesville Mrs. Lyttelton Waddell launched the drive on 
June 18, and Scouts and school children, all called Commandos for 
this particular occasion, worked and '!raided" until July I 0. The 
local Salvage Committee unofficially predicted a pile of over 400,000 
pounds. On July 3 the committee telegraphed Richmond: "Gaso
line distributors here want to know what to do with rubber. Haven't 
enough storage space. Quota exceeded." More than half a million 
pounds had been turned in to the oil companies, which served as 
collecting stations. The local organization having the highest record 
was the Charlottesville Oil Corporation, which received more than 
160,000 pounds. Between August 1 and October 15 a total of 
250.5 tons of rubber was collected from the city and county, accord
ing to a report from C. D. Searson. 32 

As the national stockpile of reclaimed natural rubber was well 
supplied from the 1942 drives and the manufacture of synthetic 
rubber made headway, systematic salvage of natural rubber products 
was suspended in June, 194 3, until further notice. For this reason 
the collection of little more than one ton of scrap rubber was reported 
by the city at the end of 1943.33 

Kitchen Fats 

In addition to other items, the householder was asked to save 
kitchen fats. Loss of the Philippines, the main source of vegetable 
fats for the United States before the war, had caused a shortage of this 
essential component of munitions. It was announced that two pounds 
of cooking grease would provide enough glycerine to make five 
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pounds of antiaircraft ammunition. The national program for 
salvaging fats started about July 6, 1942, and quotas were set for 
all states and communities. Virginia's quota was set at 181,500 
pounds per month. In August the Charlottesville Salvage Com
mittee set 68,000 pounds as a goal for the year, based on an estimate 
of 17,000 people contributing about four pounds of grease per 
capita, the amount requested by national salvage authorities. 34 

Cooks were urged to collect waste fats in pound lots and to sell 
them at three cents per pound to meat dealers. The butchers would 
then turn them over to processors for the government's use. All 
but one of the Charlottesville meat merchants agreed to buy fats. 
Promotional work in connection with the salvaging of kitchen fats 
in Charlottesville was a responsibility of I. H. Poss of the local 
branch of Swift and Company, who distributed posters and infor
mation to meat dealers.35 

The first month's collection of fats netted only 835 pounds, the 
month of August 863 pounds, and September the meager amount of 
700 pounds, when a community the size of Charlottesville should 
have raised almost 6,000 pounds a month according to its quota. 
Women of the church auxiliaries joined in the effort to convince the 
public of the need of cooperating in this phase of the salvage pro
gram; Home Demonstration Club members worked similarly in the 
rural districts. Mrs. Fred L. Watson, fats collection chairman in 
Charlottesville, urged that housewives adopt Walt Disney's slogan: 
"Out of the Frying Pan Into the Firing Line." 36 

By January, 1943, the collection of fats hit a new high of 1,350 
pounds in Charlottesville, an increase of 250 pounds over the De
cember total. During the entire year of 19 4 3 Home Demonstration 
Clubs in the county collected 411 pounds. In December a special 
impetus to save fats was given under the new Points-For-Fats Pro
gram. In addition to the four cents per pound then being paid, 
housewives were given two red food ration points for every pound 
of kitchen fats they delivered to their butchers. 37 

Mrs. W. E. Hughes of Charlottesville became fats collection chair
man in February, 1944. In that month l, 200 pounds of fats were 
collected. A drive in March sent Girl Scouts, Camp Fire Girls, and 
members of the Parent-Teacher Association on a house-to-house 
canvass asking for whatever amount of waste fats was then avail
able in each kitchen. As Virginia lagged far behind in meeting its 
quota, this method was continued every month. April brought in 
1,500 pounds of fat for Charlottesville. Home Demonstration and 
4-H Club members collected 4,240 pounds of fat in the rural districts 
in 1944· and 11,841 pounds in 1945, when salvaging of fats con
tinued along with paper and tin even after V-J Day. 38 
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Other Materials Sa/uaged 

During the years 1942 and 1943 rags for cleaning Army and 
Navy weapons were collected by the city of Charlottesville to the 
amount of 1,273 pounds, along with other salvaged materials. 39 

The National Collection of Discarded Clothing, sponsored by the 
Salvage Division of the War Production Board under the National 
Used Clothing Program began on November 22, 1943, when the 
desirability of providing garments for the destitute people of the 
liberated countries had become obvious. The Defense Supplies Cor
poration arranged for dry cleaning and shipment overseas. All dry 
cleaners in Albemarle County and forty-four other counties in west
ern Virginia sent their collections to the Inland Service Corporation 
warehouse in Charlottesville. The city sent 1,464 pounds by De
cember 18, 1943, and the county 2,090.5 pounds. Another United 
National Clothing Collection was launched by the same agency in 
April, 1945. By the end of the month 30,000 pounds of clothing 
had been donated. Members of civic clubs gave freely of their time 
in collecting and packing the clothes, and merchants lent their trucks 
for use in a house-to-house collection. Six deposit stations received 
them also. Before the drive was brought to a close on May 15 about 
34,400 pounds of clothing had been given by the city and county. 
"The collection brought in excellent clothes that will still be useful," 
said Charles Youell, chairman for the drive. "There weren't a 
dozen garments that could b? considered unusable." Persons hav
ing additional used clothing to give away were asked to contact any 
one of the several charitable organizations in the city. 40 

Other articles were salvaged on a less intensive scale. Boy Scouts 
of Charlottesville contributed four truckloads to the 2, 6 4 3 pounds 
of aluminum salvaged here during 194 2 and 194 3. Discarded license 
plates weighing a total of 1,480 pounds were collected during the 
same period. In order that small quantities of shellac could be re
claimed, old phonograph records were gathered by 4-H Club mem
bers to raise money for the purchase of an ambulance to serve in Red 
Cross overseas duty ; the Paramount Theatre charged records for ad
mission to a movie; the Meriwether Lewis School organized a "fly
ing squadron'' for this activity, and the 4-H Club of that locality 
contributed more than half of the total quantity of records collected. 
Old silk stockings were forwarded by the J. D. and J . S. Tilman 
department store to be used in making powder bags and for other 
similar defense purposes; the Girl Scouts helped raise the 125 pounds 
for the first shipment in February, 1943. In the fall of 1944, 4-H 
Club members in the county gathered forty-five bags of milk weed 
pods, a quantity, according to Henry Brumback, assistant county 
agent, suifficient to make twenty-two life preservers. Fur for lining 
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certain types of military uniforms was collected by the Shadwell 
Chapter of the D . A. R.41 

The salvage of thousands of tons of materials useful to the war 
effort by this community during the war was not the only result of 
the campaigns described. Proceeds from the sale of waste paper and 
other scrap by the city of Charlottesville went to aid the U. S. 0. 
in its program of providing recreation for men in the armed forces. 
The amount of $1,898 had been raised by the end of 1943. 42 Other 
organizations which joined in the salvage drives used the money 
raised for special projects of their own. 

The people of Charlottesville and Albemarle County attained 
creditable records in the salvage of waste paper, scrap iron and other 
metals, rubber, and clothing. It is difficult to conceive that larger 
results could reasonably be expected from efforts dependent upon the 
volunteer, part-time services of busy individuals and upon the co
operation of various organizations. Admittedly less successful were 
the local efforts in collecting fats and tin cans. At least a partial ex
planation of the fact that the community fell somewhat below the 
national average in respect to these two items may lie in the tendency 
of Southern cooks to use mor,e fats for the seasoning of food and the 
making of gravies than their Northern and Western counterparts and 
to take from their pantry shelves foods locally preserved in glass 
rather than commercially processed in tin. Moreover, salvage of 
these articles required the daily cooperation of individuals who were 
sometimes unwilling to save what seemed like inconsequential bits. 
On the other hand, waste paper, scrap iron, rubber, and clothing lent 
themselves more readily to organized drives in which team spirit 
and rivalry brought better results. 
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V 

Living With Less Under 0. P. A. 

When a nation devotes all its resources to winning a war, its eco
nomic life is of necessity thrown out of balance. Certain goods once 
plentiful become scarce. This may be due to increased consumption, 
decreased production, or inadequate distribution, but the result is the 
same: the demand exceeds the available supply. When this condi
tion exists, it is necessary to institute some form of control over the 
disposition of the available supply of scarce goods so that it is 
equitably divided and used to the best advantage of the community 
as a whole. In the United States during World War II the rationing 
of scarce commodities was handled generally by the Office of Price 
Administration, usually referred to as 0 . P. A. Its regulations were 
applied and enforced in Albemarle County and Charlottesville by 
boards of local citizens. While some hardships inevitably resulted, 
most scarcities involved little more than inconvenience. 

Gasoline, Fuel Oil, and Tires 
Indeed, the first touch of war passed over Charlottesville and Albe

marle County so lightly that it was scarcely felt. In the summer of 
1941 the loan of a number of tankers to Britain threatened to create 
a shortage of gasoline on the East Coast. Petroleum Coordinator 
Harold Ickes in August restricted deliveries to all service stations in 
the area and limited their operation to a seventy-two-hour week . 
The only inconvenience resulting, however, was the occasional 
stranding of a late traveler, and when the return of the tankers made 
possible the removal of all restrictions on October 24, the shortage 
was put down as a mere Washington panic.1 

Hardly had the laughter at Ickes ' scarcity died down before the 
war was brought home to the motorist with a vengeance. In the 
middle of the war bulletins which came crackling out of his radio on 
that Sunday afternoon of December 7, 1941, was the announcement 
that the sale of all automobile and truck tires had been suspended. 
The car owner at once realized that he would have to revise his casual 
peacetime driving habits to make his tires last out the war. By 
December 21 local grocers had decided to limit deliveries to save 
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rubber, and Randolph H. Perry, secretary of the Charlottesville and 
Albemarle Chamber of Commerce, urged the public to cooperate in 
supporting this first conservation measure.~ · 

Soon a program was under way to control the sale of tires. On 
January 5, 1942, tire ration boards were named for the county and 
the city. In time these same boards undertook the rationing of 
other scarce commodities and set up a number of panels to handle 
their various activities. Originally the Albemarle County War Price 
and Rationing Board consisted of Edgar L. Bradley of Scottsville, 
who became chairman, H. A. Haden, James Gordon Smith, Sr., and 
R. F. Loving. Later, after Smith had resigned, Henry Chiles and 
Mrs. Randolph Catlin were added. Mrs. Catlin, who worked as a 
full-time volunteer supervisor in the board office from June, 1942, 
until it closed, donated in the neighborhood of 6,000 hours of work. 
In 1945 the county board panels included a mileage panel, fuel oil 
panel, food panel, automotive price panel, and community service 
panel. Originally the Charlottesville War Price and Rationing 
Board consisted of Seth Burnley, who became chairman, W. Towles 
Dettor, and J. Dean Tilman. Burnley resigned from the board on 
October 15, 194 3. Dettor succeeded him as chairman, and Mason 
S. Byrd became a member of the board. Tilman also left the board 
by resignation, and Dr. Thomas H. Daniel and Gus K. Tebell were 
added as members. In 1945 the city board panels included a tire 
panel, gasoline panel, food panel, price panel, and fuel oil and stove 
paneL3 

By January 14, 1942, the boards were ready to begin the task 
of allotting thirty-five passenger and seventy-six truck tires, which 
constituted their January quota, to certain essential motorists, such 
as doctors, nurses, and policemen. The first certificates authorizing 
the purchase of new tires in Charlottesville and Albemarle County 
were issued to Dr. H. S. Hedges of Charlottesville, allowing him to 
obtain four obsolete 32 x 4 tires and tubes, and to Silas Barnes, 
Crozet trucker. 4 In February ration boards had to take over the 
granting of recapping privileges, in order to regulate the rush of 
motorists to get new rubber put on tread-bare tires. The distribution 
of new cars to essential users also became a duty of the local boards. 
All of this, however, was only an introduction to what car owners 
were to face. On April 9, 1942, the War Production Board ordered 
gasoline deliveries to service stations on the East Coast cut to two
thirds of the average during the preceding winter months of Decem
ber, January, and February. 5 This measure was made necessary by 
the transfer of tankers to military duties, which left a gap in civilian 
supplies too large to be filled by the railroad tank cars which were 
pressed into service to haul gasoline to the East. Voluntary conser
vation was already saving gas as well as tires, but not as much as 
was required by the new order. 
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The Office of Price Administration, therefore, prepared an emer
gency program for rationing gasoline in the affected areas. On May 
12, 13, and 14, city and county school teachers gave up their after
noons to help motorists register and apply for gasoline. The blanks 
were filled out under the honor system, with each owner asking for 
as much gas as he thought he needed . His basic allotment was an "A" 
card, which contained seven squares to be punched, each one good 
for three gallons of gas. For those who needed more than three 
gallons a week for essential purposes , there were three grades of "B" 
cards, permitting the purchase of up to nine gallons a week. Finally, 
certain essential workers , such as doctors, ministers, and government 
officials, were given "X" cards authorizing unlimit~d purchases. No 
restrictions were placed on commercial vehicles. Of the 3,639 car 
owners registered in Charlottesville, 3 28 were granted "X" cards, 
although some of these were returned when their recipients dis
covered that they were not entitled to them . More than half the 
applicants, 2,191, had to be content with "A" cards. 6 

This system worked fairly well for a time , although service sta
tion attendants soon began to grow careless about punching the cards. 
A new plan was put into effect in July, when the cards were re
placed by a book of ration stamps. All motorists again registered at 
the schools on July 9, 10 , and 11 for " A" books, which contained 
six pages of eight stamps each , each page to be good for two months. 
Those who needed more thari this basic allotment of sixteen gallons 
per month were required to apply to their ration boards for "B" or 
"C" books. 7 These new books went into use on July 22. 

Along with these restrictions went other conservation measures 
designed to make gasoline and tires go farther. The Commonwealth 
of Virginia lowered the speed limit to forty and later to thirty-five 
miles per hour, and car pools of share-the-ride wage earners were or
ganized to fill empty seats in commuters ' and workers' autos. Ex
change of tires among friends grew so common that Chief of Police 
Maurice F. Greaver found it necessary to remind the Charlottesville 
public of a city ordinance which required that any person acquiring 
a tire from any person or agency not regular! y authorized to sell 
it must report on the transfer of ownership to the Police Department 
within ten days. 8 This problem was practically solved in the fall of 
1942 by the Idle Tire Purchase Plan , under which every motorist 
was required to sell to the Federal government all tires he owned in 
excess of five per car.9 All surplus tires in the community were col
lected at local offices of the Railway Express Agency, which shipped 
them into a center where they were resold or scrapped. As part of 
this program, the car owner was required to register the serial num
bers of all the tires he retained and to have them inspected regularly. 
This plan was put into effect all over the country on December 1 as 
part of the nationwide rubber conservation program. 10 
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Closely allied to gas rationing was the rationing of fuel oil and 
kerosene which began October 19, 1942, and continued throughout 
the war. Because proper blank forms were lacking in Charlottesville 
and Albemarle County, the registration of fuel oil and kerosene con
sumers and dealers was postponed until November 5. Even then 
coupons for kerosene were lacking, and dealers took care of their old 
customers on a credit basis until the coupons were issued. 

With fuel oil supplies on the Eastern seaboard inadequate to meet 
the needs of users, all rations for beating were below the amount 
needed to maintain room temperatu res at the accustomed levels. In
stead of keeping his entire home at seventy or above twenty-four 
hours a day, the fuel oil user began to shut off the heat everywhere 
at night and in many rooms during the day. His family accustomed 
themselves to lower temperatures in the rooms that were used. Often 
this entailed some real discomfort. Fireplaces and other supplemental 
heating units became the centers around which family life revolved. 
People accepted the hardships but reserved the right to complain, 
especially to their ration boards. The system of allotment was often 
a bone of contention as inequalities were pointed out. Yet most 
agreed at the end of the first winter that it was to be doubted if any 
entirely equitable formula could be found and that, even if it could, 
it would not make insufficient supplies of fuel oil furnish adequate 
heat. Conversion to coal seemed to furnish the most satisfactory 
solution to the problem for those who could so convert their fur
naces.11 

Meanwhile, the Charlottesville motorist had had his "A" al
lowance cut from sixteen to twelve gallons per month on November 
22, along with autoists throughout the rest of the Eastern Seaboard. 
while the luckier drivers w,est of the Alleghanies were permitted six
teen gallons. Another shock came on Friday, December 18, when the 
sale of all gasoline except for emergency purposes was suspended at 
noon. Advance news of this regulation caused long lines of cars to 
form at every Charlottesville filling station that morning.12 The sud
den move had been made necessary by a large number of counterfeit 
stamps in circulation, which had permitted dealers to purchase "gas in 
excess of their quotas. Again the situation was met by restricting the 
deliveries to dealers, regardless of the number of stamps they turned in. 
The inflation created by the black market stamps was reduced by 
lowering the value of " B" and "C" coupons from four to three gal
lons each. By Monday, December 21, The Daily Progress com
mented, "This morning the gasoline situation returned to normal, 
or rather to the state of abnormality which has existed for many 
months." 13 

Even this twenty-five per cent deflation was insufficient, however, 
to make up for the amount of gasoline which was being siphoned off 
into the black market. In desperation the 0 . P. A. adopted an emer-
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gency measure to prevent the wasting of gasoline on non-essential 
purposes. On January 7, 194 3, a ban was placed on all forms of 
pleasure driving. 14 "If it's fun, it's out,'· was the simple rule an
nounced. Compliance was general at first. At the end of a week 
Police Chief Greav,er reported that his men had discovered only three 
violators after checking every pleasure spot in the city.15 On Satur
day night, January 16 , eleven cars were found parked near Memorial 
Gymnasium during a boxing match between the University of Vir
ginia and V. P. I., but investigation disclosed that all but one of the 
drivers had stopped off on their way home from work, a procedure 
allowed under 0. P. A . regulations. 16 The traditional hockey games 
at Ivy managed to survive when the players learned to take in the 
contest en route to pick up their laundry from washwomen in the 
neighborhood. 

Although local boards continued to find few violators, car owners 
gradually grew restive under these unwanted restraints, and compli
ance broke down. On March 17, 194 3, therefore, the new 0. P. A. 
Administrator, Prwtiss Brown , announced that enforcement of the 
irksome pleasure driving ban would be abandoned, although he urged 
everyone to continue to obey the spirit of the regulation. As if to 
emphasize the need for conservation, the "A" allotment was reduced 
to one and a half gallons per week. 17 Virginians' hop,2s for more ade
quate gasoline rations perked up when it was announced on Aoril 9 
that the new 180-mile pipe line to Richmond was ready to bring in 
30,000 barrels of petroleum products a day.18 On May 20, however, 
they were startled to learn that, inst.2ad of getting more gas, they were 
to have the pleasure driving ban reinstated.19 A force of O.P.A . agents 
along with state and local police , promptly took to the highways to 
question motorists. Another step to meet the situation was taken on 
June 2, when the values of "B" and " C' · stamps were reduced from 
three to two and one-half gallons, and the system of allotting gaso
line to commercial vehicles was revised to stop leaks into the black 

· market. 
Many Virginians felt that it was unfair to include the state in the 

northeastern area of the severest gasoline shortage while neighboring 
North Carolina went relatively unrestricted, especially in view of the 
opening of the new pipe line to R,ichmond. Virginia Congressmen 
Dave E. Satterfield , Jr., and S. Otis Bland conferred with Director of 
War Mobilization James F. Byrnes in July over the situation, along 
with representatives of other East Coast states. Satterfield stressed 
the paradoxical fact that Virginia, at the terminus of a pipe line, had 
received several million more gallons of gasoline in the first five 
months of the· year than in the same period of the preceding year but 
nevertheless had been allotted less gasoline than ever before. The 
Congressman asked in vain that Virginia be placed on the same basis 
as other Southern states and that motorists be allowed to use their 
rations as they saw fit. 20 
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Although no change was made in Virginia's status, the East in gen
eral was tossed a crumb a few days later with the announcement that 
each motorist would be permitted one vacation trip if he could obtain 
his ration board's permission. This concession was made possible in 
part by the completion of the "Big Inch" pipe line from Texas to 
the East Coast on July 1 9. Petroleum Administrator Ickes promised 
that gasoline rationing would now be equalized throughout the coun
try. Any joy Eastern car owners may have felt at this news was 
tempered by the simultaneous announcement of a ban _on the sale of 
new tires as spares, a symptom of the tightening rubber shortage. 21 

The promised equalization was slow in coming, however, as ship
ments failed to keep up with even the rationed demand. The official 
abandonment of all attempts to enforce the pleasure driving ban on 
August 31 did not mean that supplies were better: the ban was re
voked only because the enforcement policy had failed to accomplish 
the hoped-for results. 22 In October equalization was begun, but it 
was accomplished partly by reducing all motorists between the Alle
ghanies and the Rockies to the East's starvation levels. All "B" and 
"C" coupons in the area were lowered to two gallons, while the 
"A" allotment in the East was raised from one and a half to two 
gallons per week immediately, with the promise that it would be 
raised to three g~llons on November 8 , when complete equality with 
the Midwest would be achieved. 23 

Slight as this improvment was, it marked the turning point of the 
gasoline shortage. Never again did the situation get as bad as it had 
been in 194 3. An important factor in increasing legitimate supplies 
was the 0. P. A.'s merciless war on the black market. In June, 1944, 
ration boards began issuing serially-marked gasoline coupons, which 
were nearly counterfeit-proof. Every dealer who turned in counter
feit stamps had them charged against his supply, with the result that 
the gas bootleggers were soon put out of business. In order to con
tinue their evil operations, crooks resorted to theft of legal gasoline 
coupons. Certain oil companies were victims, and on the night of 
September 15 the office of the Charlottesville ration board on Fifth 
Street was broken into and several "A" gasoline ration books were 
stolen. 24 The only liberalization permitted during 1944 came on July 
25 with the granting of furlough gas to servicemen at the rate of a 
gallon a day up to thirty gallons. By February, 19 45, the Charlottes 
ville ration board had issued approximately 3,829 · "A" books to 
automobile owners, and had given 389,489 gallons of supplementary 
gasoline for use in passenger automobiles and 1. 663,742 gallons for 
use in trucks. 

The arrival of V-E Day was followed by the raising of "A" allot
ments to six gallons a week on June 11, 1945, and the Japanese offer 
to surrender brought immediate abolition to all gas rationing restric
tions. On the morning of August 15 , for the first time in more than 
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three years, Charlottesville and Albemarle County motorists were able 
to drive into local service stations with the request, "Fill 'er up." 
Tire rationing ended on January 1, 1946, although tires were still 
scarce. By the summer of 194 7, however , supplies had become so 
abundant that dealers were once more offering tires at cut prices, and 
getting a new car was the only problem left to the local motorist. 

Foods, Shoes , and Cigarettes 
While the local motorist was nursing his car through the difficulties 

of war, the local housewife was having troubles of her own. As early 
as September, 1939, she found sugar temporarily scarce, when her 
neighbors with memories of 1918 started carrying hundred-pound 
bags away from grocery stores. Flour also was gathered up by the 
hoarders , and both of these commodities temporarily jumped in 
price. 25 In a few days everything was back to normal, and the brief 
panic was almost forgotten. By 1941, however, the economic pres
sures of the defense program were slowly forcing the cost of living 
upward. In September the index of consumer prices stood at 8.1 
per cent above the 19 3 5-19 3 9 level. 26 More real than percentages 
to the housewife were the calculations she had to make to stay within 
the family budget for food. In the two years since the Nazi planes 
had first roared over Warsaw, butter and eggs on the local market 
had jumped ten cents a pound , and meat had crept up a few cents. 
Baking was more expensive, because shortening, flour , and sugar were 
all higher . Even the week-end specials in September, 1941, seemed 
costly: ham, 28 cents a pound; chuck roast, 21 cents; frying chick
ens, dressed, 28 cents ; sirloin steak, 40 cents. Butter was advertised 
at 40 cents a pound, eggs were offered at 41 cents a dozen, and a tall 
can of evaporated milk was available at 8 cents. 27 

As her pencil planned the purchases which could be squeezed out 
of the market money, the housewife would have been startled to learn 
that she would soon be sighing wistfully for the return of 1941 's l~w 
prices and ample quantities, which seemed to vanish in the smoke of 
Pearl Harbor. By the spring of 1942 she discovered that Hitler's 
U-boats were keeping bananas out of Charlottesville. More serious 
was the Nazi subs ' interference with shipments of sugar, which 
brought back the buying panic of 1939. Storekeepers restrained the 
would -be hoarders by selling sugar only ir: small amounts until the 
0. P. A . could get its rationing prog1am in operation. 

Sugar rationing finally arrived in the first week of May, 1942·. 
School teachers and other volunteer assistants gave up their afternoons 
and evenings from May 4 to May 7 to register the entire population. 
In Charlottesville registration cards were signed for 22,060 persons, 
including an unexpectedly large number of University students. To 
all but the 970 who admitted having more than six pounds of sugar 
a flimsy little folder called War Ration Book No. 1 was issued. 28 

Along the bottom edge were two rows of coupons to be used in buy-
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ing sugar and any other commodities which might be rationed. The 
basic allotment for each person was half a pound of sugar a week. 
In most cases this quantity, which varied only slightly throughout 
the war, proved to be sufficient. The chief effect of the sugar restric
tion was to reduce the number of cakes and pies baked weekly in 
Charlottesville and Albemarle County ovens, a result which, local 
Pollyannas readily confessed, proved beneficial to waistlines. Because 
bootleggers were unable to get sugar to make liquor and because many 
of the hot-blooded youngsters were in military service, the Albemarle 
County jail was1 empty on May 24, 1942, for the first time in the 
memory of Sheriff J. Mason Smith, who had served the county as 
law enforcement officer for 'forty years. Normally the jail housed 
twenty or thirty prisoners. 29 

Having taken its toll of banana and sugar shipments, German sub
marine warfare soon added another food casualty. By September, 
1942, coffee was being doled out carefully at local stores. To sprrad 
the supply evenly, the 0. P. A. announced that coffee would be 
placed on the ration list beginning November 28. 3° Coupons in War 
Ration Book No. 1 were made valid for the purchase of coffee at the 
rate of one pound every five weeks. StatJisticians calculated that this 
would give each person one cup a day, a miserly ration in the opinion 
of all coffee lovers. Long-despised coffee substitutes promptly disap
peared from grocery shelves. 

About the same time another type of beverage went under sales 
control when the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Board restricted 
liquor purchases to a quart a day as a preliminary to formal ration
ing, which went into effect in January, 1943. With the manufac
ture of beverage alcohol suspended for the duration of the war , meager 
stocks were called upon to supply an increased demand. In June 
The Daily Progress reported in an editorial that for three days "the 
thirsty citizen of Charlottesville with spendable coupons supposedly 
good for one pint might as well have been on a desert island a5 far as 
his ability to buy legal whiskey was concerned. There just wasn't 
any in pints-or in quarts either, for that matter-and only a very 
limited selection in 2 6-ounce bottles, which are definite! y a gyp size 
under our rationing set-up." By November the editor conceded, "If 
Virginians get very little liquor, at least what they do get is of known 
quality and is made available to them at a fair price, whereas if we 
may believe the r.eports carried in the public press of other parts hon
est whiskey has all but disappeared from the markets in many Ameri
can cities and prices, despite supposed 0 . P . A. ceilings, have soared 
to fantastic heights . " 31 

These shortages of 1942, however, were only a preliminary warn
ing of what was to come. The local housewife had already been 
reminded of the impending shortage of canned goods every time she 
flattened a tin can for salvage drives. At the same time the national 
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appetite was growing faster than expanding agricultural production . 
Young men in uniform required far more food than they had con
sumed while wearing civilian clothes , and more people than ever were 
able to afford beefsteaks and butter instead of hamburgers and oleo
margarine. During 1942 the nation had been living off its accumu
lated fat of prewar years, but by 194 3 it was necessary to take up a 
notch in the belt. 

Two new and comprehensive programs were announced in De
cember, 1942. One covered processed foods, including practically all 
canned, dried, and frozen fruits, vegetables, soups, and juices. The 
other included all meats, except poultry and fresh fish, and all fats 
but olive oil. The news of these programs was accepted in good spirit, 
The Daily Progress reported. One merchant , who asked customers 
not to buy more than half a dozen cans at a time, pointed out, "When 
we explain things to them, most of them don't buy that much. This 
rationing is going to be hard on delivery stores and will cause more 
work for us as well as for the housewife, but it is the only fair way 
to divide what food we have."3~ 

Once again more than 42 ,000 citv and county residents registered 
in the school rooms from February 22 to 26 , 1943, for Viar Ration 
Book No. 2. In order to get this book each family had to fill in a 
declaration stating how many pounds of coffee and cans of food were 
on hand at the time rationing began, and Books 1 and 2 were then 
"tailored" accordingly by removing coupons for excess coffee or cans. 
One Albemarle County family of three declared 2,167 cans. another 
family of two, 975 . Four out of five , however, stated that they had 
no excess supplies. 33 Sometimes neighbors looked on these declara
tions with suspicion. which was occasionally iustified. One woman. 
who declared onlv four pounds of coffee and ten cans of food, was 
found by the 0. P. A. to have had forty-eight pounds of coffee and 
510 cans of food in her possession .34 During registration an old man 
came into the ration board 's office to ask how he could buv sunr 
and coffee. "The storekeeper keeps telling me to get a boo1<, " he said, 
"but there's no sense me getting a book: I can't read." 35 A ration 
clerk explained that to enjoy the kind of book he needed required no 
literary attainment. 

War Ration Book No. 2 introduced a new problem for the local 
housewife. Designed for the point svstem , an innovation in ration
ing, it contained four pages each of red and blue stamus. twenty-four 
to a page. Horizontal rows were lettered, " A," "B," "C, " etc., while 
the vertical columns were numbered "8," " 5," "2," "l ." indicating 
the point value of each stamp. To enlighten Charlottesville house
wives concerning the use of the new ration book a meeting was sched
uled at Lane High School. but when the use of the auditorium was 
denied to the speaker the meeting was cancelled and housewives were 
left to solve their problems as best they could . In a letter to the editor 
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of The Daily Progress Henry McComb Bush explained why the m'cet
ing had not been held. The speaker, although sanctioned by th~ 0. 
P.A., was an employee of the Southeastern Chain Store Council. Cer
tain local independent merchants refused to cooperate, expressing the 
fear that the speaker was trying to put something over on them. The 
use of the auditorium was denied on the technicality that it could not 
be used by the representative of any commercial organization. After 
expressing his admiration for the able and impartial way in which 
the same speaker on another occasion explained in detail the use of 
War Ration Book No. 2, Bush concluded by remarking, "This is a 
startling example of lack of cooperation on the part of some of our 
local merchants. At a time like this, lack of cooperation should not 
be allowed to interfere with public benefits.' '36 

Blue stamps, designed for processed foods, came into use on March 
l. They were made valid at the rate of three columns, or forty-eight 
points, a month. With this quota in March, 194 3, the housewife 
could have purchased one can of peaches (twenty-one points), one 
can of peas (thirteen points), one can of corn (eight points), and one 
can of soup (six points). In terms of meals, she could have served 
canned vegetables at about eight meals a month and canned fruit at 
approximately six. . She therefore had to eke out the family di~t 
with fresh fruit and vegetables, of which, fortunately , there was sel
dom a shortage. On the other hand, when out of season these were 
usually two or four times as expensive as canned food, and the 
prompt action of the 0. P . A. in freezing prices merely kept them 
from going higher. A permanent change in eating habits resulted 
from the fact that points were usually lower on frozen food than on 
canned, while the frosted products were cheaper than fresh ones in 
winter. Thus the people of Charlottesville and Albemarle County 
learned to make frozen foods a part of their daily diet instead of the 
occasional luxury which these had been in 19 3 9. 

Throughout February, 1943, the abattoir department of the 
Elliott Ice Company was closed down for the first time since it opened 
in 1912. Millard C. Elliott, president· of the company , explained 
that slaughtering had been suspended because though 0. P. A. had 
set up pric~ ceilings on dressed carcasses, there were no price ceilings 
on livestock. "As a consequence," he concluded, "we cannot buy 
livestock at present prices, since we would lose money on every ani
mal slaughtered." The plant reopened March 1, but to operate at 
only about one-fourth of its capacity. 37 

However, procuring meats and fats caused little trouble for the 
local housewife before they went under rationing on March 29, 1943. 
There was a brief scare on March 10, when someone reported hearing 
over the radio that sales of butter would be frozen. - The result was 
a stampede which nearly emptied the Charlottesville stores of butter 
that day. The flurry died down promptly and had . been largely for-
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gotten by the time the sale of butter actually was frozen on March 
22, in order to allow stocks to accumulate during the week preceding 
rationing. Meat likewise remained plentiful, although the choice of 
cuts was limited. Not until Saturday, March 27, the very last day 
of unrestricted purchases, when housewives were packing their refrig
erators with meat, was any shortage noticed. 38 The initial ration 
allotment required some reduction in the normal quantities of meat 
eaten, permitting to each person approximatly a quarter-pound of 
butter and two pounds of meat a week. Although changing point 
values later lowered this quota, a family's consumption of rationed 
beef, pork, and lamb could always be supplemented by ration-free 
poultry and fish. 

Adjustment to the new point system proved easy. In a few days 
housewives had learned to count up purchases in points as well as in 
cents. Butchers soon observed that shoppers were more concerned over 
the number of red stamps which they would have to surrender for 
any cut of meat than over the number of greenbacks required. The 
0. P. A. also learned to change its point-prices like a shrewd mer
chandiser: a slow-mover like dried prunes quickly dropped from 
twenty blue points to none , while a fast-seller like butter jumped 
from eight red points to sixteen in the first few months. In spite 
of this increase, the demand for butter continued to outrun the sup
ply, as milk .output was diverted to other dairy products. For the 
same reason, canned milk went on the ration list in June, 1943. · On 
the other hand, the first sign of a turn for the better came when coffee 
went off the list of rationed foods in July. 

The summer of 194 3 also brought a modification in the canning 
sugar progra1~. During 1942 allotments of sugar to families for can
ning fruit had been made at the rate of a pound for every four quarts 
put up in previous years, with no maximum limit to the amount of 
sugar to which one could thus become entitled With commercially 
canned fruit rationed, however. many new families were expected to 
join the ranks of the canners-at-home in 1943 , and the government 
wished to encourage this movement. Past practices in preserving 
fruits were therefore ignored, and families were now granted for use 
in canning; up to twenty-five pounds of sugar per person. Two stamps 
were validated for five pounds of sugar each. Those who needed more 
applied to the ration board for their allotments, listing the quanti
ties of fruits and jellies they wished to preserve. This greatly simpli
fied the procedure and eliminated many of tbe complications and 
delays which had been experienced in 1942. During 1944 the county 
ration board issued coupons good for 364,116 pounds of canning 
sugar, and the city board issued coupons for 281,460 pounds. The 
county board reported approximately 20,000 applications for sugar 
during the three year period 1942 to 1944, inclusive. 

One other development of the summer of 194 3 was the expira-
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tion of the first shoe stamp. Shoes had been put under rationing in 
a surprise move on February 7, with Stamp No. 18 in the sugar book 
being made good for one pair until June 15. As that date approached, 
many housewives discovered unused shoe stamps in the family's books, 
and to keep them from "going to waste" they dashed into town to 
buy shoes, overwhelming stores and clerks. One weary manager ad
vertised the next day: "We wish to express sincere appreciation to 
you, our customers, for your patience during the recent 'Grand Rush' 
for shoes .... Our store will be closed Wednesday and Thursday to 
give our employees a much-needed rest and to check our stock. J. N. 
Waddell Shoe Co. "39 

This was the only local excitement over shoe rationing, although 
it continued until October 30, 1945. The individual allotment of 
two to three pairs a year was more than adequate for the men, but it 
failed to make concession to feminine fashions. As a result, Father 
often had to surrender one of his stamps to buy Daughter a pair of 
party slippers. This type of informal reapportionment within the 
family served to smooth out any serious inconvenience. Apparently 
mere city than country residents had occupations which were hard 
on their shoes, for the Charlottesville board issued 5 2 5 special shoe 
stamps in the one year 1944, which was in sharp contrast to the 
Albemarle County board's experience of issuing only 787 special shoe 
stamps in three years. 

Meanwhile. the point system was using up ration books rapidly. 
By the middle of September, 1943, all the red stamps in War Ration 
Book No. 2 were gone, and similar brown stamps in Book No. 3 had 
taken their place. This book, distributed by mail during the summer. 
also contained stamps bearing pictures of g-uns, tanks, planes, and 
ships. A few of the airplane stamps were validated for shoes, but the 
rest were never used. In October Book No. 4 was handed out to 
40,549 residents of the city and the county. 40 This contained pages 
of green, blue, and red stamps. similar to those in Book No. 2, excent 
that they were only half as wide, besides two pages of stamps marked 
"Spare," "Sugar," and "Coffee." The "Coffee" coupons, 0. P. A. 
explained, had been prepared while the beverage was still on the 
ration list.41 

Another simplification came when the red and blue ration tokens 
went into circulation on February 27, 1944.42 These fiber disks pro
vided change, and made mental arithmet;c involved in counting point 
prices much easier. The value of the stamps was changed to ten points 
each, with each token being worth one point. 

During the second week of March, 1944, a survey was made of 
Charlottesville retail food stores to determine the extent to which 
0. P. A. regulations were being observed. The twenty-three volun
teer inspectors, who worked under the Charlottesville War Price and 
Rationing Board's price panel, of which the Reverend H. A. Donovan 
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was chairman, visited fifty-five stores. In only sixteen did they find 
full compliance with all regulations; however, there was general agree
ment among 0. P. A. personnel that willful instances of ceiling price 
violations were decidedly in the minority. The thirty-nine stores 
violating regulations were about equally divided between those which 
failed to post ceiling price lists and those which by carelessness or 
misunderstanding made charges above ceiling prices. Most over
charges were for canned goods. In Albemarle County a like survey 
showed that most of the 110 stores were complying. Twenty-seven 
violations of meat and canned vegetable price ceilings were noted, 
and a number of stores did not have a proper ceiling price list posted.43 

During the first three years of rationing about twenty price checks 
were made in both the city and county stores. There were a few cases 
in which merchants were fined and patrons collected triple damages 
because of overcharges, but the great majority of merchants tried to 
keep both the letter and the spirit of the regulations. 

The appearance of the ration tokens seems to have marked a gen
eral improvement in the food situation. Point values were cut in 
March and again in April. Canning sugar was available almost for 
the asking. In September, as Allied armies rolled back the shattered 
Nazi forces in France, most meat cuts and all canned vegetables, 
except tomatoes, were remov1:'d from rationing. By mid-December, 
however, when the supposedly beaten Germans suddenly struck back 
in the Ardennes Forest, the belt had to be retightened. On Christmas 
morning the housewif?, who had experienced great difficulty in find
ing a turkey for the holiday, learned that most of the food stamps 
she had been saving had been cancelled. 44 A week later, on New Year's 
Eve, further demands were made on her reduced stock of points by 
the return of most foods to the ration list. On January 19, 1945, 
lard, shortening, oils, and citrus fru-it juice were put back under ra
tioning. 

It was, however, an unrationed commodity for which people 
shopped most diligently during the winter of 1944-1945. By No
vember cigarettes were difficult to find and throughout the following 
months the supply fell behind the demand to such an extent that 
dealers' shelves were customarily bare. A shipment of any brand 
was sold out almost as soon as it was opened. Smokers would shop 
from store to store for hours and then stand in line interminably for 
the privilege of buying a package of any brand. When he literally 
did not know where his next smoke was coming from, the average 
citizen felt like lynchin.g the lady who boasted that she had a hoard 
of seven cartons of a favorite brand cigarette. Indeed a man who 
appeared in a downtown drug store casually carrying a quantity of 
leaf tobacco under his arm had the nicotine addicts remarking, "Lucky 
fellow, he's fixed for smokes. " 45 Sooner or later near! y everyone 
tried rolling his own with varying degrees of success. One lady shop-
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ping in a Richmond department store discovered a machine selling 
for a quarter which did an excellent job of cigarette making. She 
invested three dollars and on her return to Charlottesville quick! y 
disposed of the extra machines to her grateful friends. Gradually 
supply caught up with the demand for cigarettes so that by the end 
of 1945 a smoker was again able to pass his pack around in a crowd. 

The canning sugar program announced in February, 1945, was 
much stricter than that for 1944, and ration board allotments were 
reduced thirty per cent below the previous year. Even V-E Day 
on May 8 ·brought nc relaxation in the 0. P. A.'s grim outlook. 

On June I, 1945, the Elliott Ice Company, which was again hav
ing trouble with 0. P. A. regulations, announced that unless the 
objectionable provisions were rescinded , it would close its abattoir 
department on Saturday the ninth. The company objected especially 
to R. M. P. R. Order 169, which required custom slaughterers to 
"remit" to dealers who owned the cattle and calves which were 
dressed an amount sufficient to make the total cost of the carcasses 
to the dealer come under the 0. P . A. ceiling prices for dressed meat. 
The regulation, which was designed to prevent dealers from paying 
excessively high prices for livestock, made the slaughterer a police
man whether he wished to be one or not and penalized him heavily 
if he slaughtered animals bought by dealers at the prevailing high 
prices. The announcement of the impending closing of the only 
slaughterhouse in the area caused considerable consternation as the 
University of Virginia Hospital, the Blue Ridge Sanatorium, and 
ten retail butcher shops were dependent upon the Elliott abattoir 
for their meat. One merchant sent a telegram to 0. P. A. Adminis
.trator Chester Bowles saying, " "We have cattle at Elliott's abattoir 
waiting to be slaughtered purchased fully under MPR 5 7 4. Elliott 
advises OPA restrictions don't permit him to slaughter them. We 
have our quotas established by your office for June. What good is 
a quota if you block us at the slaughterhouse? Can't you instruct 
Elliott to slaughter these cattle? We have been slaughtering at 
Elliott's abattoir for 34 years." 

The 0. P. A. district director, J. Fulmer Bright of Richmond, 
defended the regulation, saying that it should not force any estab
lished abattoir to discontinue business, or anyone else for that mat
ter except the dealer who patronized the black market by purchasing 
cattle at a price above the ceiling, or the dealer who paid excessively 
high prices within the ceiling. 

On the eighth a meeting of the Albemarle Farm Bureau discussed the 
possible effect of the closing upon the farmers of the county. Several 
representatives from the district 0. P. A. office in Richmond who 
were present stated that a revision of the regulations eliminating the 
objectionable provision was expected. They pointed out that 0. P. A. 
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had never ordered the Elliott Ice Company to close its slaughterhouse 
and so could not, as some people suggested, instruct them to keep 
it open. 

Monday, June 11, the abattoir remained in operation, but no cat
tle or calves were accepted from dealers for slaughter. Taking advan
tage of a provision exempting persons and institutions which had 
animals killed for their own consumption from th~ operation of the 
"kick back" provision. the Elliott Ice Company continued to slaughter 
cattle and calves for both the University Hospital and the Blue Ridge 
Sanatorium. Hogs and lambs were slaughtered for all comers, but as 
merchants' quotas for pork were limited to fifty per cent of their 
sales for the same period the year before, only lamb was available in 
normal amounts at the local meat markets . 

Soon the controversial regulation was rescinded, and the abattoir 
resumed slaughter of cattle and calves for all customers on June 21. 
There was but little improvement in the local meat supply, however, 
until after July 1 as most dealers had already used up practically all 
of their quotas for the period. In July meat dealers were allowed 
to handle fifty per cent of the amount of pork handled in July, 1944, 
seventy-six per cent of beef and veal, and 110 per cent of lamb. Most 
local dealers were able to find meat to fill these quotas. 46 

Preliminary negotiations preceding Japanese surrender were fol
lowed immediately by the end of processed food rationing on August 
15, and the meat-fat program was dropped on November 24. This 
did not mean the return of plenty insofar as meat and butter were 
concerned. The continuation of price control kept production down, 
and supplies got scarce. · 

With the return of peace Coordinator of Civilian Defense Seth 
Burnley wrote each member of the Charlottesville War Price and 
Rationing Board thanking him for his loyal service. "When I 
asked each and every one of you to serve this community," he said, 
"no one refused although you knew full well that you would be 
criticized, and the work would require a lot of your valuable time 
and energy and at times I know it took all of your patriotic zeal and 
fortitude to continue .... May our peaceful days now bring you 
much happiness with the knowledge that you have finished a job 
'WELL DONE'." 47 

When the . 0. P. A. controls expired temporarily on June 30, 
1946, meat returned in abundance but at high prices. The restora
tion of price ceilings on September 10 brought Charlottesville the 
worst meat shortage it had experienced. For a month butcher shops 
were bare un ti! the price control was finally lifted on October 15, 
leaving sugar rationing the only important survivor of wartime food 
controls. When that, too , was ended in June, 194 7, the Charlottes
ville housewife could do her week-end shopping with nothing to 
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remind her of the war-except the ' new prices, which were some
times double those of 1939. One Charlottesville shopper, who had 
been forced to discontinue buying butter , the price of which had 
climbed out of sight, compared the cost of things which went into 
the market basket in June, 1946, before the end of 0. P. A., with 
the cost of the same items in October, 194 7. The results were 
startling and discouraging.48 

June, 1946 

Pork chops, 1 lb. -,---------------- $0.37 
Eggs, 1 doz. ________ ____ _______ .47 
Sausage, 1 lb. _________ _______ __ .35 
Coffee, 1 lb. __ ________ ______ ____ .24 
Bread, 1 loaf_ _____ _________ ____ .12 
Potatoes, 10 lbs. __ __ ____________ .31 
Tomatoes, 1 lb. ______ ________ ___ .15 
Cabbage, 3 lbs. __________ ___ ____ .08 
Soap, 1 large cake ____ ___ _______ :.__ .10 
Flour, 10 lbs. ________ __ ___ _____ __ .54 
Peas, 1 can ____ ____________ __ _ _ __ .13 
Milk, 1. can__ _______ _________ _ _ .10 

$2.96 

Housing and Rent Control 

October, 1947 

$0.65 
.80 
.49 
.41 
.14 
.41 
.13 
.15 
.18 

1.05 
.16 
.12 

$4.69 

In January, 1942, nearly two weeks before President Roosevelt 
requested all Washingtonians not engaged in essential war work to 
leave the already crowded capital, Randolph H. Perry, executive sec
retary of the Charlottesville and Albemarle Chamber of Commerce, 
wrote Representative Howard W. Smith suggesting that non-essential 
residents of the District of Columbia move to the uncrowded com
munities in neighboring states. "I am sure,'' he explained , "that 
many of these small cities are in the same position as we in Char
lottesville, where, due to the rapid decrease in University enrollment, 
many houses and apartments in the University section of town will 
be vacated. For this reason we could take care of a considerable num
ber of the people from Washington. " 49 

By May many inquiries regarding housing were being received, 
particularly from Newport News, Virginia, and Washington. At 
the same time it was thought that many vacationists who had habitu
ally gone to the now crowded seashore resorts were considering inland 
recreation, but the difficulties of travel made their coming uncertain. 
Actually there was a great decrease in the number of tourists. 
A survey published in December, 1942, indicated that in spite of 
some gain in population, Charlottesville still had housing facilities 
available for nearly 1,000 people. The county meanwhile had suf-
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fered an actual decrease in population. As relatively adequate hous
ing continued to be available . throughout the early war years, rent 
control was not instituted in Charlottesville and Albemarle County 
until well after V-J Day. 

The housing picture, however, was not actually as rosy as it 
seemed. In 1940 Albemarle County had had 5,942 dwelling units 
of which only 5,513 were occupied, and Charlottesville had had 5,519 
of which only 5,269 were occupied. Together county and city had had 
6 79 vacant dwellings, but many of these were sub -standard. In 
1940 the average renter paid $15.28 per month in Albemarle County 
and $3 0.46 per month in Charlottesville. As in most other locali
ties, nearly all house construction was suspended during the war 
years. In 1942, for example, building permits authorizing only 
$78,515 worth of construction were issued in Charlottesville, as 
against $1,047,808 in 1939. During the decade endi~g in 1942 
the annual average had exceeded $450,000. An increasingly large 
deficit in housing accumulated until the return of peace found Char
lottesville with a shortage of dwellings. 50 

The opening of the School of Military Government at the Uni
versity of Virginia on May 9, 1942, brought a recurring influx of 
Army officers. These men, who expected soon to go overseas, fre
quently rented homes and. brought their families to Charlott€sville. 
The officers in time finished their courses and departed, but, charmed 
by the community, their families often remained for the duration. 
Thus Charlottesville filled up with Army families. 51 

For various reasons many landlords were unwilling to rent to fami
lies with small children. On March 23, 1944, the classified adver 0 

tisement column of The Daily Progress carried an appeal. "Are 
children a disgrace in Charlottesville? I am the wife of a Marine in 
active service, with three children under five years old. I am trying 
to find a three to fiye room apartment where I can make a home for 
them while their father is risking his life daily to protect you and 
your children, but I am turned from every vacant place I have found 
on account of the children. I have references from every place I 
have lived. I am not asking charity, I am asking a home. Is it a 
sin to have children in Charlottesville and to bring them up as law 
a biding citizens? Is there a real red blooded patriotic property owner 
in Charlottesville who will rent me a home?'' Mrs. George H. 
Hawkins, who made the appeal, received many answers and soon was 
located in a comfortable four-room apartment. 52 

In the early summer of 1945, at the request of the Office of Price 
Administration, the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U. S. Depart
ment of Labor made a survey of rent conditions in Charlottesville. 
In July reports of excessive rentals being charged by landlords caused 
Mayor Roscoe S. Adams to make a personal investigation of condi
tions. He concluded that the rent situation was "going from bad 
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to worse" and that some form of control was needed. The local 
press meanwhile editorially condemned those landlords who had 
''taken advantage of wartime conditions to exact unreasonable in
creases. " After waiting a reasonable time for the announcement of 
0. P. A. action, Mayor Adams sent telegrams to the deputy 0 . P. A. 
administrator for rent, to Senator Harry F. Byrd, and to l<..epresenta
tive Sinith asking whether or not a ceiling would be placed on rents 
in the city. On August 8 Representative Smith reported that 0. P.A. 
did not think the situation in Charlottesville justified rent ceilings. 
The same morning a letter informed the mayor that one large prop
erty owner had increased his rents twenty-five per cent as of Sep
tember 1. Disappointed by the refusal of O .P.A. to take action, Mayor 
Adams was left without any effective means of checking rising rents. 
Because conditions had changed a great deal for the worse since the 
Department of Labor survey and because the city of Charlottesville 
was literally bulging at its seams so far as living quarters were con
cerned, he felt another survey was needed. 53 

In a surprise move on January 3, 1946, J. Fulmer Bright, 0. P.A. 
district director, announced that rent control would be established 
in Charlottesville and all of Albemarle County starting February l . 
On that date all residential rentals were to be rolled back fourteen 
months to the October 1, 1944, level. Although there was com
ment that it had been too long delayed, the action was generally 
hailed with approval. After expressing his delight that the gov
ernment was taking the situation in hand, Mayor Adams added, 
" It is a sad commentary, however, on the conduct and business tac
tics of a small minority of the citizens of Charlottesville that such 
a step became necessary." 

Landlords voiced most of the opposition. F . L. Harris, presi
dent of the local Real Estate Board, conceded that the situation was 
critical and that some rents were too high, but he concluded that the 
0. P. A. had acted too late. " They have set October 1, 1944, 
which was the peak of prices, as a base, " he admitted, but he also 
contended, " It will not work because in justice to property owners 
each case wiU have to be based on a fair return." After reviewing 
the history of local housing construction, he asserted, " There is only 
one way to relieve the building shortage in Charlottesville and other 
cities: for the government to release building materials and controls, 
~o that the independent contractors, builders, and producers can get 
into the game._" 54 

One renter, a veteran of World War II, replied to the landlords. 
" If you have raised the rent on any of your apartments since April, 
1941, so much as one dollar without making some structural, or
namental. or furniture change, so as to make it a better place in 
which to live, then in my estimation your rent isn ' t exactly fair." 
On the same day another renter suggested that the 0. P. A. "bring 
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along workers that shall help us fix up our homes, which are badlv 
in need of all kinds of repairs. " 55 

Before the coming of rent control efforts had been mad? to increase 
housing in Charlottesville. Recognizing the acute shortage, on Feb
ruary 1, 1945, the National Housing Agency designated Charlottes
ville an area in which existing buildings might be converted so as 
to provide additional housing units, and during the summer con
struction on most of sixty-five new homes authorized by the Na 
tional Housing Agency was underway. A special committee of the 
Chamber of Commerce, headed by Haynes L. Settle, made a survey 
in December of the housing needs and suggested that a corporation 
be formed to construct fifty houses to rent for about forty-five or 
fifty dollars a month. Later the committee made a trip to Lynch
burg to inspect the prefabricated houses set up there. However, 
the most immediate relief to the housing problem came in the form 
of one hundred expandable trailers installed on Copeley Hill for 
married students at the University. 56 · 

Bernard P. Chamberlain of Charlottesville, who had been serving 
as rationing executive in the 0. P. A. district office in Richmond, 
was named area rent director for Charlottesville and Albemarle 
County on January 18, 1946. His office was located in the County 
Office Building -in the space formerly occupied by the Albemarle 
County War Price and Rationing Board. In announcing the ap
pointment the 0. P. A. district director said, "Mr. Chamberlain is 
splendidly equipped to fill the post through training and experience. 
As rationing executive he had the responsibility of handling an 
annual budget in excess of $100,000 and had supervision over about 
thirty-five employees. He conducted this department in a masterly 
and efficient manner. As rationing attorney he brought distinction 
to the district office by developing certain procedural techniques which 
were adopted by other districts throughout the United States ." 

When rent control hecame effective February 1, it was announced 
that landlords had until March 15 to register their property with 
the area office, although the new ceilings were effective at once. Spe
cial registration periods were held in Charlottesville, Crozet, and 
Scottsville, during which volunteer workers explained the rent con
trol regulations and assisted property owners in preparing forms. 57 

Some home owners who otherwise would have rented rooms to 
war-veteran students at the University of Virginia were unwilling 
to do so because of their fear of "red tape." By February 21 reports 
to this effect had become so numerous that Chamberlain felt it neces
sary to refute them. After pointing out that anyone who had an 
extra room could do a conspicuous service by renting it to a veteran 
who was trying to get an education under the G. I. Bill of Rights, 
Chamberlain declared that the reports had been based on miscon
ceptions of the rent control regulations. " In the first place," he 
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said, "there is very little Government red tape involved in leasing 
rooms. Secondly, undesirable roomers may be evicted promptly . 
Thirdly, the rent ceilings generally prevailing here in September, 
19 44, were sufficiently high to insure a reasonable profit to any land
lord." Generally speaking, the people of Charlottesville and Al
bemarle responded well to the appeal for rooms for veterans, so well 
in fact that the University was able to enroll more students than it 
had ever before thought possible. A few property owners, however, 
remained for a time reluctant to rent houses which they hoped to sell 
in the near future because they were not sure they would be able to 
evict a tenant at the time of sale. 58 

As March 15, 1946, approached there was a rush of landlords to 
register their properties. By the twelfth approximately 3,150 hous
ing units had been registered, over 300 registrations being received on 
that day. It was estimated that there remained seven to eight hun
dr~d housing units to be registered . About 125 landlords had also 
filed petitions for upward adjustments of rent. On the other hand, 
numerous tenants requested downward adjustments. Commenting 
on conditions found in Charlottesville, Lunsford L. Loving of Roa
noke, deputy rent executive for Virginia, who helped set up the local 
office, said he was shocked by the high rents found in some cases and 
added that rent control was ne-2ded in the city far more than in any 
other area in which he had worked. The demand for homes was so 
great that a "House -for Rent, ten minutes drive" advertisement in 
the newspaper brought sixty prompt replies. 59 

When 0. P. A. expired at midnight, June 30, 1946, rent control 
temporarily ceased to exist in Charlottesville and. Albemarle County. 
Stepping into the breach, the Real Estate Board asked property 
owners not to raise rents and reminded them that if rents went up 
Congress would have to reestablish some form of control. The 
Board also set up a Fair Rent Committee with H. T. Van Nostrand 
as chairman to review cases of unfair rents and to use " moral pres
sure" to keep rents at approximately 0. P. A . levels. The com
mittee had little chance , however, to show what it could do since 
rent control was restored without change on July 26. Meanwhile, 
many landlords had increased rents. In an atmosphere of rising 
prices this was to be expected . A few of these same landlords had 
been guilty of exceeding 0. P. A. ceilings and had been forced to pay 
triple damages to their tenants. Now they were anxious to charge 
all the traffic would bear. A report from the Richmond office of 
O. P. A. that rents in Charlottesville had increased forty-two per 
cent in the first week of July was branded as exaggerated, but Cham
berlain expressed the opinion that rents had risen thirty per cent, 
while Leonard H. Peterson, executive secretary of the Charlottesville 
and Albemarle County Chamber of Commerce, said the rise had been 
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less than ten per cent. Whatever the amount of thR increase, tenants 
welcomed a return to the June 3 0 level. 60 

A year later, July I. 1947, rent control was again extended, but 
in a somewhat modified form. The av.erage citizen by this time 
had become accustomed to rent control, and, if he had a home, he 
accepted the extension thankfully. There were many, however, who 
had been unable to find living quarters. In October, 19 4 7, more 
families were living doubled up than ever before. In Charlottes
ville over 5 00 households were sharing living accommodations. Re
cent marriages, the return of additional servicemen, and increased en
rollment at the University created a demand for homes which ex
ceeded the supply of new houses, hundreds of which had been con
structed during the preced ing year. 61 

During the war public opinion concerning the Office of Price Ad
ministration was as various as the indiv:dual natures of the millions 
affected by its regulations. Many felt that it was oppressive. In the 
early part of the postwar transition era h:gher prices and a disillu
sioning continuation of relative scarcities in nearly all types of con
sumer goods made some citizens reconsider and reverse their adverse 
judgments. As prices continued their upward spiral during the 
summer and autumn of 1947, when rental ceilings were the last 
remaining vestige of the formerly comprehensive program of 0. P. 
A., there was constant talk to the effect that rationing and price con
trol should be revived. At the same time mounting construction 
costs impeded efforts to solve the housing problem and left many 
veterans wondering when they would get the home of their own 
for which they had traveled half way around the world to fight. 
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Manufacturing War Goods 

Months before Pearl Harbor, Charlottesville and Albemarle County 
were already feeling the defense boom. Local corporations in 1941 
had their best year since 19 29 with earnings of practically all of 
them above those reported in 1940. Many were able to declare 
extra dividends at the end of the year. Expansion projects were com
pleted by Frank Ix and Sons, the Crozet Cold Storage Corporation, 
the Lee Bakery Company, and 0. E. ~ C. L. Hawkins. The Mon
ticello Dairy, Crozet Cold Storage, and other firms took advantage 
of prosperity to refund outstanding bonds. All three Charlottesville 
banks declared larger dividends than thos2 of the preceding year. 
The Alberene Stone Corporation of Virginia, employing nearly 
5 00 people, turned out more than a hundred carloads of soapstone 
per month, with sixty per cent of this production going into na
tional defense work.1 

Cooperation was the keynote of the Albemarle war effort. In 
the first months of the war when it was feared that government con
tracts might pass Charlottesville by, one city organization after an
other declared in favor of a program for bringing war orders to the 
county. The Retail Merchants Association, the Young Men's Busi
ness Club, and the Business and Professional Women's Club were 
joined by several of the civic clubs in this move. In order to coordi
nate these efforts an Advisory Planning Board was organized on 
August 15, 1942, compose_d of representatives from these clubs, the 
Chamber of Commerce, the City Council, the County Board of Su
pervisors , and other organizations. 2 The business organization of 
the community was further strengthened in October when Leonard 
H. Peterson was named executive secretary of the Charlottesville and 
Albemarle County Chamber of Comme'rce to fill a vacancy of several 
months' duration .3 

As soon as the nation had actually been plunged into war, local 
businessmen went into high gear. In May, 1943 , Peterson de
scribed what was happening in Charlottesville: 

For the past year, and in some cases longer, local manufactur
ing enterprises, with few exceptions, have been working at full 
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capacity to produce goods for use by the Army, Navy, and Mer
chant Marine. Both labor and management have been working 
long hours and at top speed in order to complete large contracts 
on or before the time specified. Some of these firms have had to 
make enormous changes in order to convert to production of 
items entirely foreign to their normal operations and as ;1 result 
have given employment to hundreds of persons. Industrial em
ployment at present' is at the highest point in the city's historv. 

A partial list of the goods now being produced includes such 
items as mechanical parts for merchant ships, wood, metal and 
electrical parts for naval vessels, cloth for parachutes and flare 
chutes, uniform cloth for the Navy, parts for anti-aircraft shells, 
braids for uniforms, lumber and pre-fabricated buildings and 
other building materials, mattresses and clothing. 

Local transportation facilities are moving large numbers of 
service men and huge quantities of war materials at all hours of 
the day and night. Local utilities are adequately meeting un
precedented demands in a most efficient manner. 

It is estimated that approximately 2,000 peoPle are empJoyed 
locally in work directly related to the war effort and th;1t the 
monthly payrolls for this group amount to nearly $250,000.4 

By the end of 1943 local war production had reached its peak. 
The fifteen leading: manufacturing industries in that vear employed 
an average of 2,400 persons and produced $13.250,000 worth of 
goods, of which eighty per cent was classifiable as war materiaJ.5 
The pressure of this increased production was felt in every pha~e of 
the community's economic life. Stores, inundated by increased busi
ness, struggled in vain to find workers to handle it. Laundries were 
overwhelmed as their employees disappear'?d. Sometimes it took three 
weeks to get a clean shirt. Four times during the war the Home 
Laundry, for example , had to stop collections until it had worked 
itself out from under the pile of soiled clothes it had already gath 
ered. 6 The Daily Progress, confronted with the newsprint shortage. 
decreased the number of its pages and on Saturdays shrank to tabloid 
size, eliminating advertising. 

In spite of every handicap, these businesses were able to contribute 
to the war effort. The stores sold war bonds and participated in 
other campaigns. The newspaper gave its columns generously to 
all war drives. Radio station WCHV devoted one-third of its time 
to community war service. An outstanding example of its enter
prise came before dawn of D-Day. Knowing the intense interest 
with which local families were awaiting the news of the opening 
of the second front, WCHV promised to announce the beginning of 
the invasion by telephone to all its listeners who would send in their 
names and telephone numbers to the station. By the night of June 
5, 1944, WCHV had accumulated a list of 175 advertisers and pub-
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lie officials and 125 families with sons in the service. About 1 :00 
A. M., Eastern War Time, on the morning of June 6, 1944, just as 
the first troops were hitting the Normandy beaches, Charles Bar
ham, Jr., an owner of the station, was aroused by the United Press. 
Immediately he called his manager, Randolph Bean, and forty-five 
minutes later WCHV went on the air. By three o'clock, when the 
authenticity of the news was established, Barham began to send out 
the promised notifications with the aid of two operators provided 
by the Virginia Telephone and Telegraph Company. Within an 
hour and a half 300 telephones were jangling in the ears of sleep
ing residents of Charlottesville to bring them the exciting news that 
D-Day had arrived. 

As the intensity of the war effort increased, it became unnecessary 
to, seek business, since local industry had more than it could 
handle. With Selective Service draining off more and more of the 
potential labor supply, it became almost impossible to replace em
ployees departing for military service. As early as 1941, in anticipa
tion of the rapid expansion of defense industries, special free indus
trial arts classes had been set up in Charlottesville to train men and 
women in the skills needed in war plants, but the number trained in 
these classes was on! y a fraction of those needed. 

By the spring of 1944, local manufacturers and other business men 
decided to meet the emergency by mobilizing all available manpower. 
A group of employers, therefore, launched the Charlottesville Go
To-Work campaign. Setting up headquarters with borrowed furni
ture in the showroom of Earl H. Vaughan, successor to Burnley 
Brothers Coal Company, a committee began an enthusiastic five 
months ' campaign on April 10. A large banner stretched across West 
Main Street, and bold posters in the headquarters windows called the 
attention of all passers-by to the need for workers. There were fre
quent appeals on the radio for war production volunteers. All this 
advertising brought in a total of 411 applicants; even three town 
derelicts were inspired to enlist. Of this total, 3 6 6 persons were 
referred o available jobs and at least one out of every four was hired. 
Since this response fell far short of filling the demand, the campaign 
shifted to a thorough house-to-house canvass undertaken by teachers 
from the city schools under the direction of Mrs. J. Tevis Michie. 
All this ringing of door bells disclosed only 208 persons who were 
willing and able to go to work. Anxious employers sent postcards 
to these applicants asking them to report for an interview, and in at 
least two instances the employers were so eager that they went after 
the applicants in person. In most cases, however , those interviewed 
showed little interest in the jobs.17 

The bottom of the manpower barrel had been scraped as bare as 
Mother Hubbard's cupboard. This labor shortage was in large meas
ure offset by overtime work. Indeed, there were very few wage 

worldwartwoveterans.org 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



80 PURSUITS OF WAR 

earners in war industry who did not work more than the standard 
forty-hour week. While "time and a half" and even " double time " 
for overtime and holiday work made a strong appeal to all and played 
a great part in securing the necessary man-hours , yet most factory em
ployees were also impelled by a high sense of patriotic duty. Willing 
hands were found to make the millions of dollars worth of impor
tant war goods which poured from the factories of Charlottesville 
and Albemarle County. 

Textile Mills 

One of the most important records of achievement was that of the 
plant of Frank Ix and Sons, Inc. Paradoxically, the Ix war output 
was devoted primarily to the preservation rather than to the destruc
tion of life. Ix silk looms had switched from luxurious crepes and 
satins to parachute fabrics long before Pearl Harbor. In fact , in 
August of 1941 the company completed an ex tension, at the cost of 
$128 ,000 of its own funds, which increased its monthly capacity by 
422.400 yards of parachute cloth. 8 First silk and later nylon were 
woven into fabrics designed to save the life of the aviator leaping 
from his doomed plane. The Ix looms also turned out rayon which 
was used for parachutes to drop supplies to men in isolated spots or 
to retard the speed of descending flares. Ix 'chute fabrics served a 
deadly purpose only on fragmentation bombs . Parachutes w ere at
tached to these bombs to delay their descent until the plane dropping 
them was safely out of range. The local Ix mill. working a 168 -hour 
week , together with the firm's New Holland, Pennsylvania , factory 
turned out these fabrics so rapidly that one of the trade papers ac
claimed them as "the country's largest manufacturer of parachute 
cloth. " 9 In this production the Charlottesville mill outstripped its 
family rival. 

Further protection to American airmen was provided by Ix-woven 
t.?xtiles for use in flak suits and flak curtains, which shielded fliers 
from anti -aircraft fragments. Another use of Ix fabrics was in the 
manufacture of G-suits , designed to lessen the effect of gravity on 
pilots in dives and turns . The Charlottesville mill also developed a 
special "rip-stop" cloth for airplane wings. This was woven in small, 
seamed squares, which kept bullet holes from turning into dangerous 
tears. 

Far from being a war baby, the Ix miII first became known in Vir
ginia industrial circles in 1928 , but not until 1945 was a Virginia 
charter secured for the local plant. Under the direction of Frank Ix, 
Jr., the plant grew from 50 employees in 1929 to 370 in 1941; the 
wartime peak of 650 workers was reached in 1945. By this time · 
the $47,000 annual payroll of 1929 had increased more than twenty
fold, and yearly wage payments amounted to over $1 ,000,000. 10 
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During the war years ten per cent of this payroll went regularly 
into the purchase of war bonds. National recognition for the Ix con
tributions to the war effort came first on September 26, 1942, in the 
form of a Minute Man Flag from the U. S. Treasury Department. 
This award was authorized when ninety per cent of the employees 
put ten per cent of their gross earnings into war bonds through pay
roll allotments. For four years, 19 42-1945, the Ix workers partici
pated a hundred per cent in the payroll allotment plan. During the 
Third War Loan the employees each contributed an entire week's pay 
to the purchase of bonds in addition to their regular payroll allot
ment.11 

The company's production excellence was recognized on April 17 , 
1943, with the awarding of the coveted Army-Navy "E". The offi
cial presentation a month later on May 16 was a proud moment in 
the history of Charlottesville, marking the first time 'such an award 
had been given in this area. In fact, at that time only two per cent 
of the industrial plants of the nation engaged in war work had re
ceived this honor. Governor Colgate W. Darden, Jr., spoke at the 
ceremony, stressing the fact that the Ix plant had become absorbed in 
the life of the community in which it was located. In accepting the 
award Frank Ix, Jr. , praised the spirit of teamwork and the intense 
determination for victory manifested by the workers. Stars indicat
ing a renewal of the honor were added to the "E" pennant on Feb
ruary 19, 1944, September 9 , 1944, and April 23, 1945.12 

The local war industry suffered all the usual trouble of labor 
shortages, transportation difficulties, and scarcity of raw materials. In 
December, 194 3, the company through an advertisement in The Daily 
Progress pleaded with "Girls Over 18-Also Boys Over 16" to start 
to work at wages from $20.80 a week. The draft continued to take 
more experienced workers; by April, 19 4 5, some 21 2 former em -
ployees were in the service.13 In the face of such losses it was no mean 
task to live up to the Army-Navy "E" . The training program for 
new workers was accelerated so rapidly that young women after a 
short period of training were performing jobs that had once been 
handled only by men with as much as four years of training. Com
muting problems were solved by a well developed share-the-ride pro
gram and by a special bus which brought in employees from sur
rounding communities. At the same time houses were purchased or 
built as homes for employees brought into the community.14 

The character of the Ix workers is indicated by the record they set 
for safety. The plant on November 1, 1944, started a period of opera
tion without a single accident serious enough to cause an employee to 
lose time from his work. On July 9, 1945, the mill carried this 
record of safe operation through 1,250 ,000 man-hours, entitling it to 
a Certificate of Merit issued by the Liberty Mutual Insurance Com-
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pany for conspicuous achievement in accident prevention. By the 
time the award was made, on August 6, the workers had already 
added another month to this record and were still going strong. 15 Not 
until December 18, 1946, was there an accident to break the record. 
By that time 3 ,251,932 accident-free man-hours of work had been 
attained. The Certificate of Merit joined the Minute Man Flag and 
the thrice-starred Army-Navy " E '' burgee in the honors garnered by 
this Charlottesville plant. 

Also prized is a letter now in an honored spot in the company's 
scrapbook. It was written by Lieutenant General A. A. Vandegrift, 
Commandant of the Marine Corps and a native of Charlottesville. 
The general expressed his appreciation for the " Navy scarfs"-neck
ties to civilians- sent him as a gift by one of the leading war in 
dustries in his home town. Many a Marine, Army, and Navy air
man probably felt even more keenly a sense of appreciation for the 
wartime contribution of the nation 's largest producer of parachute 
cloth. 

Not only the cloth for parachute canopies but also shroud lines 
were produced in Charlottesville. The Virginia Braid Company 
began manufacturing 'chute cords early in 1941, changing over from 
its peacetime output of furniture cord and dress braid. Absorbed by 
Virginia Textiles, Inc. , November 1, 1944, the plant continued to 
produce parachute lines, as well as cords for tents, cargo covers, and 
uniforms. 16 

Cloth for uniforms came from a veteran producer of military fab
rics. Since 19 3 5 the Charlottesville Woolen Mills had been turning 
out goods for Navy uniforms. Cadets at the United States Military 
Academy at W est Point, N ew York, Virginia Military Institute, and 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute were usually clad in Charlottesville
woven fabrics. The war therefore meant only an acceleration of nor
mal production up to the rate of 15,000 yards a month , or a half
million dollars a year in value. Most of this cloth was taken by the 
Navy. 

Three other local textile plants took part· in the war effort. Hen
derson and Ervin, peacetime manufacturer of men 's and women's 
clothing under the " Rockingchair" brand, began producing uniforms 
for Red Cross nurses in February , 1942, and six months later added 
hospital uniforms for Army nurses. Shirtwaists for WACs and Red 
Cross workers were also manufactured. War production leaped from 
26,808 units in 1942 to 84,282 in 1944, while employment rose 
from 88 to 128.17 The plant of the Monticello Shirt. Company, 
taken over by Knothe Brothers, Inc., produced men 's shorts for the 
Army at the rate of 100,000 a year. Construction begun shortly 
after the end of the war doubled the capacity of this factory. 18 The 
Albemarle Weaving Company attempted to convert its looms, de-
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signed for producing upholstery and drapery materials, to war pur
poses, but was unable to secure the necessary priorities for the equip
ment. The company therefore had to continue its peacetime products 
with the result that output dropped from 750,000 yards in 1941 to 
350,000 in 1944, while employment shrank from 250 in 1941 to 
64 in 1945. A small percentage of this production , however, did 
find its way into military service.19 

Machine Shops 

Among the heavier industries the Southern Welding and Machine 
Company provided a rags-to-riches success story in the best Horatio 
Alger tradition. The firm began in the depression thirties with little 
capital other than the ingenuity and enterprise of its two partners, 
R. R. Harmon and J. Tevis Michie. Its first plant was a small, aban
doned building, which leaned at a tired angle, and its first order 
brought in only twenty-five cents. With no regular products of its 
own, the firm became a custom foundry and machine shop, taking in 
whatever business it could locate. When orders were slow, Harmon, 
who was plant manager, worked on his special interest, experimental 
models of gas purification and combustion equipment, and acquired 
a number of patents in the process. Whatever profits were made were 
devoted to the expansion of the shops and the purchase of discarded 
machinery, which was moved in and put back into condition. 

By 19 3 9 this careful management had expanded the operation to 
twenty-five employees and an annual business of $50,000. The next 
summer brought the company its first defense order, a contract to 
produce electrical stuffing tubes for the United States Coast Guard. 
These tubes were used to conduct electrical wiring through bulk
heads-"partitions," in landlubber language. The success of this ini
tial contract soon brought follow-up orders from the Navy, the Mari
time Commission, and private shipbuilders. Tens of thousands of 
these tubes were delivered at prices well below the cost which the Navy 
had established on the basis of its own production. 

Another early order came as a result of the Harmon patents. To 
expand the nation's output of sulphuric acid it was decided to con
vert the Ducktown, Tennessee, plant of the Tennessee Copper Com
pany from the chamber process to the contact acid process. Gas puri
fication equipment controlled by some of Harmon 's patents was se
lected for use in the new plant, and his firm designed, built, and 
supervised the installation of the equipment. This was the first time 
that a wet process for purifying roaster gases for sulphuric acid pro
duction had ever been used. The Charlottesville equipment proved 
much superior to the apparatus it replaced, and its increased yield of 
sulphuric acid helped to make possible the vast expan_sion in the 
nation's output of TNT which followed. 
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Southern Welding' s greatest achievement, however, was its contri 
bution to the building of the vast carrier fleet which eventually swept 
the Japanese Navy off the seas. An essential part of these mobile 
airfields is a device for halting the planes as they come in for a landing. 
When the ship's aircraft are in the air, a series of cables ar~ stretched 
across the flightdeck. A hook in the tail of a landing plane grasps 
one of these cables, and the resulting drag slows down the aircraft 
and brings it to a stop. The cable is a part of a complicated assembly 
called a flight-arresting gear, which must be constructed to have just 
th~ right amount of "give." Too much or too little elasticity may 
injure both plane and pilot. Southern Welding proved so adept at 
constructing these delicate mechanisms that the company was given 
the task of outfitting scores of carriers. At one time in 194 3 it was 
working on flight-arresting gears for forty-five different carriers being 
built by the Navy and private shipyards. 

The Charlottesville firm also provided many flat-tops with crash 
barriers. These were raised at the end of the flight deck to keep a 
plane from toppling into the sea when the arresting gear failed to halt 
it, and they had to be strong enough to stop a dive-bomber careening 
across the deck at sixty miles an hour. Another carrier device pro
duced by Southern Welding was the spotting dolly. This was a four 
wheeled mobile jack, which lifted the planes and moved them about, 
simplifying the problem of parking in the narrow spaces of th~ car
rier hold. One more product for naval aviators was the bridle-catcher 
assembly used on catapult mechanisms. 

While the company was going " all out" for the Navy pilots, it 
somehow managed also to produce for the Army such miscellaneous 
items as caps, bases, and nose-closing plugs for 90-pound fragmenta
tion or anti-personnel bombs ; hydraulic control devices for flying 
bombs; bomb band trunnions for 500-pound bombs ; trail casters for 
gun carriages ; gun platforms for 40-millimeter anti-aircraft guns; 
and trick wheels for landing craft. 

Some idea of the changes this production meant for Southern Weld
ing can be gained from the fact that its sales mushroomed from 
$67,000 in 1940 to more than $1,000 ,000 in 1943, an increase of 
about 1,900 per cent since 1939 . The plant itself more than tripled 
in area between Pearl Harbor and the Japanese surrender, growing 
from 16,000 to 53,000 square feet of floor space. The expanded 
facilities included a large fabrication shop, a boiler house, and a private 
railroad siding, all built in large part of salvaged materials. The 
trusses of the fabricating shop came from the dismantled Sixth Avenue 
Elevated Railway in New York City, and the only items the Chesa
peake and Ohio Railway supplied for the siding were the switch and 
a signal light. New equipment was brought in at a cost of $72,000, 
of which $43,000 came from the company's funds . 
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This rapid expansion placed a severe strain on working capital. 
Money to pay wages and bills for raw materials had to be borrowed 
from a local bank until payment arrived for completed contracts. 
Growing with mounting inventories, the loan eventually reached ten 
per cent of the bank's deposits , the legal max imum for a single loan. 
Additional funds then had to be secured through the Federal Reserve 
Bank, with the Navy guaranteeing repayment. Raw materials were 
often as hard to find as money. While the firm had top priorities , 
this meant merely the right to buy the material if it could be located. 
Nevertheless, the company usually managed to get its deliveries 
through on time and never caused an important delay in production. 

Southern Welding 's biggest problem, however, was recruiting and 
training its labor force. Employment jumped from 25 in 19 3 9 to 
a peak of 204 in 1943 , but it proved impossible to hold this many 
workers under wartime conditions. Forty-eight employees left to 
enter the armed forces . Training the industrial recruits required man 
agerial ingenuity. When the company took on the crash barrier con
tract, it discovered that its new and unskilled workers could not read 
the blueprints. The management went to work and produced a set 
of drawings of a different and more readily understandable type. De
lighted with the results of this initiative, the Navy incorporated the 
drawings into a manual for use aboard all carriers on which this type 
of crash barrier was installed. 

While producing vital war materiel , the Southern W elding and 
Machine Company earned the right to fl y the U. S. Treasury Depart
ment Minute Man Flag and the Army-Navy " E " burgee with three 
white stars. When the first award of the Army-Navy "E" was an 
nounced in January , 1944, J. Tevis Michie remarked that "all credit 
must go to our employees for the splendid job they have done on war 
contracts. " The presentation of the "E" flag was made in the com
pany's fabrication shop on February 26 by Captain Edgar M. Wil
liams, U.S. Navy, the commanding officer of the V-12 unit at the 
University of Virginia. At the same time Brigadier General E. R. 
Warner McCabe, U. S. Army, commanding officer of the School of 
Military Government , presented award pins to each of the company's 
employees. Stars signifying continuing outstanding excellence in war 
production during subsequent six-month periods were added on July 
24, 1944, January 29, 1945, and September 1, 1945 . 

The company's problems after V -J Day exceeded anything which 
had been experienced in the hectic days of the war. When a nation 
wide strike of steel workers in January, 1946, threatened to shut off 
the firm 's supply of its chief raw material for postwar production of 
bulldozers, road scrapers, earth movers, food processing equipment , 
and other custom-built appliances, 8 8 out of 103 employees joined 
the two partners of the firm in denouncing federal labor policies which 
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Captain Williams presents to Southern Welding' s partners their first 
"E" flag. 
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permitted such a strike to occur. Their protest and constructive criti
cism took the form of an open letter to the President of the United 
States which was published at their own expense in a full-page adver
tisement in the local newspaper. Copies of it were sent to Virginia 
delegates in Congress as well as to the President. The threatened 
shut-down, following an unavoidable slow-down, materialized in 
February, 1946, and lasted two weeks. Soon after steel could be 
obtained again, the company had secured sufficient orders to justify 
increasing the work week from forty hours to fifty-four. With the 
lifting of the Federal lid on wages , three general wage increases were 
voluntarily instituted. Although business was well below the war
time peak. , it was still mo{e than four times the average of 1939, indi
cating that this infant industry had grown to maturity. 20 

Another metal-working firm, N. W. Martin and Brothers, con
tinued its peacetime production of roof and sheet metal through 1942. 
Its output was used in the construction of Camp Lee, Fort Belvoir, 
and the Woodrow Wilson General Hospital near Staunton, Virginia. 
In 194 3, however, the firm took an entirely new line, the molding of 
plastics, when it received a contract to make noses for Black Widows. 
The nature of this work was a well-guarded secret for several years 
until military developments permitted the Army to release the story 
of its dead! y night fighter. Making plastic noses for the plane should 
have presented a problem for sheet-metal workers, but Martin and 
Brothers earned the commendation of the Air Technical Service Com
mand for the way in which they handled the job. Instead of waiting 
for the necessary new equipment to arrive, the firm set to work to 
produce the machinery in its own shops. At the same time employees 
were trained in the new processes so that equipment and workers were 
ready to start the job simultaneously. This enterprise enabled the 
Martins to turn out noses for two thousand Black Widows. 21 

Quarries 
Out in the county the Alberene Stone Corporation of Virginia 

found military uses for its soapstone. Although the company had no 
direct contracts with th;e government, it estimated that nearly three 
million dollars worth of its product went into war purposes. Soap
stone from its Albemarle County and Nelson County quarries was 
manufactured into laboratory and photographic development equip
ment, such as table-tops, trays, and fume hoods for Army and Navy 
hospitals, air bases, and even aircraft carriers. Similar products were 
made for the new industrial plants which multiplied the nation's 
capacity for aluminum, high octane gasoline, and synthetic rubber. 
Stone tubs were shipped to the Panama Canal Zone and to San Juan, 
Puerto Rico, as well as to the Quantico Marine Barracks and the 
Norfolk Naval Operating Base. 

The difficulties encountered by the Alberene company were typical 
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of the problems faced by industry in general. Of the nearly 500 em
ployees working in 1941, about 15 0 entered the armed forces and 
many others left for higher-paid jobs. Government orders lifting 
the minimum wage to fifty cents an hour raised operating costs, as 
did another directive requiring the plant to go on a forty-eight hour 
week. These increases nibbled away at the profit margin until de
clining orders finally put the plant into the red in 1944. Not until 
August of that year, however, did the government permit an increase 
in ceiling prices and then only ten per cent . President John S. 
Graves of Charlottesville said of his experience: "Too many agencies 
-too much red tape- too many conflicting regulations and reports.'' 

To top off the company's troubles, on September 18, 1944, a flash 
flood resulting from twenty inches of rainfall did over $45,000 
worth of damage. Water rose ten and a half feet in the mill and over 
six feet in the commissary and offices. This was ten feet higher than 
it had ever before gone. Eight of the largest fills of the Nelson and 
Albemarle Railroad, a company subsidiary over which it shipped, were 
washed away, and service was interrupted for over two months. The 
flood also damaged the tracks of both the Chesapeake and Ohio and 
the Southan railways, particularly the roadbed of the latter in the 
southern part of the county. 22 

Another Albemarle mineral product which enlisted for the dura
tion was slate. The Blue Ridge Slate Corporation was fortunate in 
being able to continue all its regular peacetime products except roof
ing slate. N2w machinery added during the war doubled its capacity 
and enabled it to shorten the 168-hour week it had operated during 
1941. The firm's output of slate roofing granules and flour rose from 
14,000 tons in 1939 to 18,000 in 1941 and then gradually de
clined to 14,500 tons in 1944. The company estimated that eighty 
per cent of this production went indirectly to the War Department 
and to Lend-Lease. 

Miscellaneous 
A third county business expanded its plant just in time to take a 

prominent part in the war effort. Founded in 1929, the Crozet Cold 
Storage Corporation was merely a warehouse for Albemarle-grown 
fruit until 1941. In that year the company added quick-freezing 
facilities to process foods. The outbreak of hostilities made this plant 
even more valuable than had been expected. In the four years, 1941-
1944, it stored 155,000 bushels of Albemarle apples and 35,000 
bushels of local peaches. In addition it was pressed into service to 
process 26,000 bushels of snap beans for the government. To supply 
so many " snaps" was far beyond the capacity of Albemarle farmers, 
and beans came from Tennessee and North ·Carolina to be processed 
at Crozet. The plant was also called upon to freeze and store five 
million pounds of poultry. Another function it performed was to 
serve as a sort of "staging area" for frozen foods. Sometimes refrig-
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erator cars load?d with such foods as meat, eggs, and lard for over
seas consignment arrived in the East when no shipping space was 
available. In such cases the cars had to be routed to a plant like the 
one at Crozet where food could be stored until shipping was avail
able. 23 

Another firm with a big part in the war effort was the Barnes Lum
ber Corporation, which filled government contracts amounting to 
nearly $2,000,000. It supplied to the Army and Navy its peace 
time products, oak flooring and mill work, as well as thousands of 
feet of special-purpose lumber. This company made crates for anti
aircraft guns , boxes for ammunition , and wooden pallets to expedite 
the handling of goods in warehouses and shipping. Its most curious 
product was a large quantity of wooden discs , designed to counteract 
magnetic mines. Suffering from the usual problems, the company 
saw its workers decline from 3 60 in 1941 to 220 in 1944, even 
though it sent out its own trucks to bring the employees to their jobs.24 

At least three other city firms turned out war goods. The Char
lottesville Lumber Company used its experience in manufacturing 
window sash and door frames to produce prefabricated barracks and 
radar buildings as well as crates for one and one -half ton trucks .25 

The Essex Corporation turned out thousands of fountain pens, while 
L. H. Wiebe!, Inc., manufactured 22,000,000 wooden insulator pins 
and brackets for the telephone lines laid by the United States Signal 
Corps all around the world. Even the blind were able to do their 
part. The superintendent of the Virginia Workshop for the Blind 
reported that his sightless workers in five years had produced 118 ,150 
brooms and 108,952 mattresses for the use of the Army and Navy. 

Government Owned Plant 
Newest and most modern of all the Albemarle County industries 

was one which was born only in the late years of the war. In the 
winter of 1943-1944 the growing demand for heavy -duty tires for 
trucks and . planes made necessary the expansion of rayon tire cord 
production. On January 12, 1944, the United States Rubber Com
pany decided to locate a new plant somewhere in Central Virginia. 
Two days later two company officials were in Charlottesville looking 
for a suitable site. When Scottsville was recommended, the U. S. 
Rubber men secured the cooperation of town officials in selecting a 
location just west of the town. 26 

A hitch developed when one of the landowners demanded a hun
dred dollars an acre more than the U . S. Defense Plants Corporation, 
which was to build this government -owned war industrial facility, 
was willing to pay, but the Scottsville Lions Club agreed to under
write the difference, which amounted to $3 ,490. This obligation was 
later assumed by the Albemarle County Board of Supervisors, along 
with a debt of $2,623 incurred by the town of Scottsville in extend-
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ing water and sewer mains to the new plant. Scottsville furnished 
$6,944 as its share of the cost of enlarging the municipal water plant, 
while a grant of $5,942 from the Federal Works Agency covered the 
rest. 2i Vigorous local initiative thus secured the construction of the 
third largest of seven government owned war plants built in Virginia 
for operation by private firms. 

Early in April, 1944, ground was broken for the new plant, and 
on May 24 came a momentous day in the history of Scottsville. Hun
dreds of people came from miles around to witness the laying of the 
cornerstone. Governor Colgate W. Darden, Jr., welcomed the plant 
to the state and called it a significant step towards achieving for Vir
ginia an economy in which agriculture would be balanced with in
dustry. Other speakers included C. T. O'Neill, chairman of the Cen
tral Virginia Planning Commission , 0. L. Ward, plant-manager-to
be, and H. E. Humphreys, Jr., vice-president of the U. S. Rubber 
Company. 28 

While construction was going on, the company, which leased the 
plant from the government, began training local workers to handle 
the new machines. Th~ first employees moved into the building on 
October 2, although installation of the machinery was not completed 
for another six weeks. 29 The building which these new workers en
tered was something new and different , a near-approach to the push
button factory envis;oned by industrial designers. The brick and 
steel structure was a large, one-story building, 444 feet long and 
264 feet wide, without a single window except in the managerial 
offices. Fluorescent lights and an air-conditioning .system which 
changed the air every four to six minutes provided weather-proof 
working conditions. Humidity and temperature controls kept the 
worker comfortable and made rayon spinning easier. The floors were 
designed to be resilient, absorb vibration, and resist moisture. An 
ultra-modern cafeteria with a noise-absorbing ceiling was among other 
attractive features . 

Operation of the machinery was nearly automatic. At the push of 
a button an overhead conveyor system picked up a huge half-ton 
beam of rayon filament yarn, brought it to the proper machine, picked 
up the empty beam, replaced it with the full one, and then rolled the 
empty beam to the doorway where it could be loaded on a railroad 
freight car. The filament yarn was pulled off the beam by ply-twist
ing spindles. The resulting thread was respooled, twisted into high
tenacity cord, and then woven into tire fabric. The conveyor system 
finally picked up the huge roll of cord fabric and deposited it in the 
storage area. 30 

This efficient process was especially valuable in wartime. With the 
machines handling all the heavy work, women could do nine jobs 
out of every ten in the manufacturing process and seven out of ten 
in the plant as a whole. This made it much easier to recruit workers 
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Weauing tire cord fabric in the U. S. Rubber Company plant at 
Scottsuille. 
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in a man-short area. Starting with a skeleton staff, the plant had 13 6 
employees in November, 1944, and by Christmas was over the 200-
mark. Employment, expected to reach a maximum of 300 in March, 
1945, had actually climbed to 350 by the fall of that year. The 
workers toiled around the clock on a three-shift basis, six days a week. 
In fact, during the spring of 1945 they kept the spindles turning for 
ninety days without a stop at the request of the War Department. 
Fifteen per cent of the employees received citations for not missing 
a day during the period. 31 

Transformed almost overnight from a rural village to an indus
trial town, Scottsville created ·a Town Planning Commission to ease 
its growing pains. Since the company had imported very few work
ers, the housing problem was not critical. Local employees, however, 
came from such great distances that the commission decided to seek 
low-cost housing facilities to enable them to move nearer their jobs. 
The tax structure had to be revised to pay for new civic services, in
cluding the expanded waterworks and a proposed municipal build-
ing.32 , 

Then , six weeks after the Japanese surrender, came an announce
ment that the Federal government was selling the factorv. The Recon
struction Finance Corporation listed the Scottsville plant with 949 
other "surplus properties" to be put on the auction block and knocked 
down to the highest bidder. The R. F. C. description read like a 
barren obituary: completed in 1944 at a cost of $2,400,000, afford
ing a total floor area of 125,500 square feet, located on approximately 
sixty-six and three-quarters acres. 33 Unlisted in the inventory was 
the managerial enterprise which had made equipment designed to 
produce 1,200,000 pounds of cord a month turn out almost 2,000,-
000 pounds every month. 34 

Accomplishments like this, however, had demonstrated the value 
of the Scottsville plant and saved it from the premature death which 
was the fate of many a war-born industry. No less than four large 
corporations tried to acquire it, with the U. S. Rubber Company 
carrying off the prize for $1,837,500. 35 Since the new owner was 
already in charge of the factory, the change-over was made without 
the loss of a minute's working time. Albemarle's war baby had 
grown to manhood and was ready to stand on its own feet in the 
competition of peacetime private enterprise. 

Local corporations bethought themselves of postwar planning as 
early as 1944. On September I a seven man planning commission 
was appointed by Charlottesville's mayor, J. Emmett Gleason. The 
county also named a commission, and on November 3 coordination 
was achieved by the selection of a three-man steering committee. This 
was composed of representatives of the city, county, and Central Vir
ginia planning commissions. Over 2,000 questionnaires were sent to 
local servicemen throughout the world asking their civilian job-pref-

worldwartwoveterans.org 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



94 PURSUITS OF WAR 

erences and qualifications. Other surveys undertaken in connection 
with this program reported that seventeen manufacturers in the city 
and county area were employing 1,936 workers in 1944, as com
pared with 1,711 in 1940. These manufacturers estimated that they 
would need 2,233 employees for postwar production. The indicated 
increase of 3 00 persons in manufacturing was expected to create from 
450 to 600 additional jobs in the service industries and construction 
trades, promising that the Albemarle area would be busier than ever 
in the postwar world. Further evidence of a bright business future 
was found in increased bank clearings. The January-February, 1946 , 
volume of d€bits for Charlottesville was $48,022,000, which was 
332 per cent higher than the 1939 average. Only seven other cities 
in the United States had as gr€at increases in clearings over prewar 
days. 36 

Charlottesville and Albemarle County were primarily non -indus
trial, having by far the greater part of their citizens engaged in busi
ness and professional services and in agriculture. Yet, when called 
upon to help supply the Army and the Navy , the community re
sponded in a manner which won the appreciation of the nation. 
Justly proud of the fact that Southern Welding and Frank Ix and 
Sons were two of the seventeen privately operated Virginia plants 
which added three or more stars to their Army-Navy "E" burgees, 
the whole people rejoiced in the knowledge that together employer 
and employee had kept local industry in uninterrupted production 
for victory. · j ':'J! 

worldwartwoveterans.org 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



VII 

Producing Food and Fiber 

Food for combatant armies has ever been one of the reqms1les of 
war. Famous generals from Alexander the Great to Eisenhower 
have attested to this fact . During the Second World War produc 
tion of food proved to be more indispensable than ever before. This 
circumstance was attributable directly to practices to which Germany 
and Japan resorted. In Europe, for example, the Germans planned 
and carried out a scientific system of looting the countries they in
vaded. Not only did invading German armies appropriate harvested 
crops and livestock for their own consumption ; carloads of agricul
tural produce and farm animals were also sent into Germany for 
civilian consumption. Every precaution was taken to divest the 
farmers in conquered countries of seeds for sowing new crops and 
to deprive them of grain for feeding what livestock remained. Ger
man dieticians calculated meticulously what would constitute a sub
normal diet for their conquered neighbors, thereby guaranteeing their 
ultimate debilitation . Throughout the years of the war these peo
ples were undernourished, while Germany lived on the fat of their 
lands. 

Untouched by enemy incursions, the United States was fortunate 
in that its land was neither invaded nor plundered . American farm 
ers were left free to pursue the cultivation of their fields unmolested. 
They became aware of the importance of the task which was to be 
theirs in the struggle against Germany, Italy, and Japan. Not all 
but many of them soon recognized that the goals for increased food 
production set forth by the Federal government were fully justified, 
though its proposals seemed staggering. Many farmers understood 
that food must be raised for their sons overseas; that the people at 
home, active in producing the materials of war, required adequate 
nourishment; that the allies engaged in fighting off invading armies 
or air forces were in need of a supplement to their rapidly diminish
ing food supplies; and that whole populations in conquered coun
tries, people who were most cruelly affected by the lack of food, 
were in dire need of any relief which could be gotten to them. In 
fact, the American farmer found it necessary to think in terms not 
only of his own welfare but also of his community, his country, and 

95 

worldwartwoveterans.org 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



96 PURSUITS OF WAR 

the world as a whole. He met the food crisis and produced what 
was required. 

Since agricultural interests had been predominant in Albemarle 
County, the production of food for American consumption and for 
shipment abroad to allied nations naturally occupied the 15,955 per
sons who were living on its farms when this country was drawn 
into the war. Although never disturbed by foreign invasion, the 
production of food did not progress with uninterrupted smoothness 
during the war . Shortages of labor and machinery, and price ceil
ings which were in some instances restrictive, brought problems which 
challenged patriotic effort as well as understanding of the unprece
dented production goals set by the Federal government. Various 
divisions of the Department of Agriculture, together with additional 
Federal and state agencies related to agriculture, worked to inform 
the Albemarle farmer of his responsibilities to himself and to his 
country. The city dwellers of Charlottesville and residents of the 
towns of the county were encouraged from the spring of 1942 to 
join Albemarle County farmers in producing food. Their Victory 
Gardens brought into this phase of the war effort a large fraction 
of the total population of the community.1 

Food Production Goals 

National goals for the production of food in 1942, the largest in 
the history of American agriculture to that time, were nineteen per 
cent higher than the 1935-1939 average. They provided for greatly 
increased acreages of soybeans and peanuts to meet the shortage of 
vegetable oil, which had previously been imported ,from the Phil 
ippines, and they called for expansion in dairy products, livestock, 
and vegetable crops. Albemarle County farmers were to produce 
greater quantities of each of these last three types of food and were 
to grow 270 acres of soybeans besides in 1942.2 

Goals for 194 3 represented a one per cent increase over 1942. 
Greater quantities of livestock, cheese, skim milk , and vegetable crops 
were needed for military consumption and shipment under Lend
Lease: more peanuts and fewer soybeans were asked. Seventy-five 
per cent of the year's food production was allocated to the civilian 
population of the United States, thirteen per cent to the armed forces, 
which numbered 7,000 ,000 at the beginning of 1943 , ten per cent 
to the allies through Lend-Lease, and two per cent to United States 
territories. Albemarle County was to produce nine per cent more 
milk, three and five-tenths per cent more eggs, one per cent more 
sows to farrow, eighty-five per cent more soybeans ( contrary to the 
national pattern), and nine-tenths of one per cent more Irish po
tatoes. 3 

As labor on the farms grew scarcer and still further increases in 
the production of food were necessary, the national goals for 1944 
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were directed toward better use of land; a higher production per acre 
and per animal unit, rather than an increase in acreage, was sought. 
Feed grains and forage crops were to be planted in greater quantities 
than before: this meant more plantings of alfalfa, legumes, and corn 
hybrids. Goals for the last year of the war were similar to those of 
1944, with again an added increase. 4 

The beginning of the war found the majority of Albemarle farm
ers practicing general farming for the cultivation of grains, hay, and 
pasture crops for dairy herds and beef cattle, hogs, horses, poultry. 
and sheep. The fruit growers held orchards which provided a sub
stantial portion of the county's agricultural income. Albemarle led 
the counties of Virginia in peach production, and its annual average 
crop of Carmens, Elbertas, and Georgia Belles was 170,000 bushels. 
Several varieties of apples were grown, including Winesaps, Stark's 
Delicious, Stayman Winesaps, and Albemarle Pippins. Scattered 
throughout the county were several breeders of beef cattle raising 
Herefords and Angus. In addition to the dairy farms in the county, 
two of the larger dairy industries in the state, the Elliott Ice Com
pany and the Monticello Dairy, Incorporated, were located in Char
lottesville. About forty per cent of the county was in woodland, 
a profitable source of forest products. 5 

The cooperation of the crop farmers, fruit growers, livestock rais
ers, and dairymen in attaining the goals fixed for each of the war 
years constitutes a remarkable record. "Is there any single industry 
in the nation that increased production with similar restrictions and 
less labor?", asked T. 0. Scott, county agent for the Extension 
Service in Albemarle. When the men left for the armed services, 
women assumed unaccustomed farm duties and were frequently seen 
driving tractors in the fields of the county. Foreign and migratory 
labor was employed. Trucks , combines , machinery, and tools were 
shared generously. And trained agriculturists representing various 
government agencies contributed their specialized knowledge of meth
ods for increasing production. 6 

Leadership of the Agricultural Agencies 
Among the first to have conceived the association of farmers and 

trained agriculturists was Thomas Jefferson, as Claude R. Wickard, 
Secretary of Agriculture, pointed out in an address on "Thomas 
Jefferson, Founder of Modern American Agriculture" at the Uni
versity of Virginia on Founder's Day, April 13, 1944. Jefferson 
was an advocate of the family-size farm which remained predomi
nant in the county throughout the war years. He favored abolition 
of primogeniture and entail and held democratic views regarding the 
disposition of the public domain. In his practice of soil conservation 
at Monticello, of contour ploughing, rotation of crops, and preserva
tion of soil fertility, he was a forerunner of modern programs for 
soil conservation. His work toward the exchange of ideas through 
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the Agricultural Society of Albemarle County promoted agricultural 
research and led to the later develop·ment of the Extension Service. 
His firm belief in the value of educational institutions and the need 
of applying science to agriculture influenced the establishment of land 
grant colleges. Indeed , American agriculture as it is practiced in the 
twentieth century has evolved from these early conceptions and in 
accordance with the principles of the great liberal thinker to whom 
this region of Virginia ang the world at large owe so much. 7 

Several active and cooperative agencies, whose programs. were in
tensified under the pressure of war, furnished scientific information 
and aid to local farmers. 

The Thomas Jefferson Soil Conservation District, organized in 
1939 , included Albemarle, Fluvanna, Goochland, Louisa, and Nel
son counties. In taking this nr1me for their district Albemarle farm 
ers were not so much going back to Jefferson as, to quote Henry A. 
Wallace 's apt phrase , "catching up to Jefferson. " Officers and mem 
bers of the technical staff were all employees of the Department of 
Agriculture who worked with advisory planning boards composed 
of sixty county farmers and agricultural agents. John A. Smart was 
conservationist for the district, Earl H. Brunger was soil scientist, 
E. L. Bradley of Scottsville was district supervisor for Albemarle, 
Robert 0. Anderson was soil conservationist for Albemarle, and Wil
liam R. White was conservation aid. Conservation experiments 
begun in the Ivy Creek watershed in the early thirties came under the 
supervision of the D epar tment of Agriculture in 1935. This work. 
in addition to that done more recent! y by the Thomas Jefferson Soil 
Conservation District, laid foundations for increased production dur- ' 
ing the war. 8 

The Agricultural Adjustment Administration continued its pre
war function of assisting farmers to produce the needed commodities 
in the desired quantiti es at the hght time. Those farmers who com
plied with acreage allotments and endeavored to conserve their soil 
received agricultural conservation payments. Production goals, mar
keting quotas, and acreage allotments were submitted to individual 
farmers, who were free to declare their intentions to conform or not, 
as they chose. For each of the eighteen communities into which 
Albemarle was divided, there welre five A. A. A. committeemen elected 
by their neighbors, and each c9mmittee was headed by a chairman. 
The county A. A. A. chairman became chairman of the United States 
Department of Agriculture Detense Board for Albemarle County, 
later known as the County War Board, organized at the beginning 
of the war. In Albemarle County Larned D. Randolph was chair
man in 1942 and 1943 , Arthur W. Talcott in 1944, and H. T. 
Wiley in 1945. H. J. Crenshaw served as secretary during the whole 
period.v 

The Farm Security Administration continued, as before the war, 
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to help small farmers improve their productive ability. Through 
supervision and aid in farm management this agency sought to enable 
farmers to be self-sustaining. Loans averaging $500 permitted many 
farm families with low incomes to buy tools, seed, cows, hogs, and 
chickens. F. S. A. cooperated with the Emergency Feed and Seed 
Loan Office in Culpeper, a branch of the Farm Credit Administra
tion. Carlyle Crigler and Ina Glick were F. S. A. supervisors for 
Albemarle County throughout the war. 10 

Vocational agriculture teachers of the public school system trained 
many young boys and girls for farm work. From the session ot 
1939-1940 through 1945-1946, under the direction of R. Claude 
Graham, superintendent of Albemarle County schools, 695 white 
pupils and 523 Negro students were taught various agricultural tech
niques, including how to repair farm machinery. 

The United States Department of Agriculture's cooperative Exten
sion Service is the farm and home teaching arm of the Departmem 
of Agriculture and land grant colleges. Before the war its role was 
to spread to rural families information concerning most recentiy 
approved agricultural methods and projects recommended by the state 
agricultural colleges-in Virginia, the Virginia Polytechnic lnstitme 
at Blacksburg. During the war its leaders informed rural families 
on such subjects as Victory Gardens and how to grow them, the 
nutritive value of various foods, the materials needed for the salvage 
program, the dangers of inflation, methods of fire protection, the 
necessity of buying war bonds and stamps, and similar war prob
lems. They also corrected rumors, made local inventories of food 
and feed, and gathered other ip.formation for victory. Albemarle 
County was among the first counties in Virginia to organize both 
Home Demonstration and 4-H Clubs, sponsored by the Extension 
Service. In 1942 Albemarle had seventeen Home Demonstration 
Clubs with a membership of 800 women; its nineteen 4-H Clubs 
reached a peak membership in 1943 of 1,134 members. 11 

Many duties which arose from wartime needs were assumed by 
the staff of the Extension Service in Albemarle County. It con
sisted of T. 0. Scott, county agent since 1927, Mrs. Bessie Dunn 
Miller, Home Demonstration agent, 1917 -194 3, Mrs. Ruth Burruss 
Huff, assistant Home Demonstration agent, 1919-1943, H. M. 
Brumback, assistant county agent, Conley G. Greer, local farm agent 
since 1918, Miss Bessie Jones, secretary since 19 2 7, and Miss Jeanne 
Fournier, assistant secretary. 

The quality of the late Mrs. Bessie Dunn Miller's work and her 
character have been commemorated in the establishment of the Bessie 
Dunn Miller Center for Cancer Prevention, which was founded in 
1945 through the joint efforts of the Albemarle Home Demonstra
tion Committee, headed by the late Mrs. C. Nelson Beck, the Uni
versity of Virginia Hospital, and the Albemarle County Medical 
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Society. Upon Mrs. Miller's death late in 1943, Mrs. Huff suc
ceeded her as Home Demonstration agent. 

Under Mrs. Huff's direction hundreds of children were influenced 
to become interested in making their homes liveable and in fulfilling 
the duties of citizenship. A notable result of 4-H Club leadership 
was the fact that during the war juvenile delinquency was not evi
dent among its members. Through Mrs. Huff's initiative the 4-H 
Club County Camp, the first of its kind in Virginia, was established 
in 1941 with the aid of the late Dr. L. G. Roberts, chairman of the 
Board of .Supervisors, County Executive Henry A. Haden, and a 
contribution of $1,000 from the Albemarle Terracing Association. 
Classes taught in the camp centered around wartime needs and in
cluded First Aid, avoidance of food waste, canning, soil conservation, 
gardening, storage of root crops, and forestry. The assistant Home 
Demonstration agent in 1944 and 1945 was Miss Isabelle Price. 
In addition to her regular work as secretary to the Extension staff, 
Miss Jones's activities during the war included procuring gardening 
information for rural families, collecting foods for the canning cen
ter, distributing information about methods of conserving foods, 
assisting hundreds of county residents in filling out applications for 
gasoline and sugar rations, helping to secure labor to barvest crops, 
and obtaining permits for construction of buildings on farm prop
erty.12 

Conducting the program of the Extension Service to the individual 
farm was the County Board of Agriculture, composed of ninety mem
bers who included the county agent and his assistant, Home Demon
stration agents, the chairman and co-chairman of each of the fifteen 
communities into which the county was for this purpose divided, 
and officials of various farm organizations. Women were admitted 
to the County Board of Agriculture for the first time in 1942 when 
the Home Demonstration Clubs began to be represented. In con
nection with Extension Service volunteer leader work, the county 
was divided into eighty-two neighborhoods of ten to fifteen families 
each. 

Supplementing the peacetime machinery of tbe County Board of 
Agriculture, the County War Board was created to handle such special 
problems as rationing of farm machinery, investigations for farm 
labor deferments, and coordination of the work of the various Fed
eral and state organizations represented in Albemarle. It consisted 
of representatives from the Soil Conservation Service, Virginia State 
Forestry Service, Farm Security Administration, Farm Credit Ad
ministration, and the Extension Service. Its chairman was the county 
chairman of the Agricultural Adjustment Administration. First 
known as a Defense Board, it began to function in July, 1941. It 
was disbanded in 1946 after Selective Service was discontinued.13 
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Albemarle Orchards and Farm Labor 

The shortage of labor created by the war was a major problem 
which beset the farmer. Even in the summer of 1942 it was neces
sary to take steps for the provision of a sufficient number of workers 
to harvest the crops. A movement to recruit school children was 
started, and twenty-eight students from Charlottesville schools en
rolled. Chesley A. Haden of Crozet and others hired 5 00 workers 
from Georgia and North Carolina to pick fruit. The Farm Security 
Administration set up a labor camp on the Hunter Ballard property 
for these laborers. Describing the 3 5 0 workers imported from 
Georgia, Chesley A . Haden said: "Carson , a burly Negro, the leader 
of the group, had a picturesque method of enforcing discipline. He 
gathered them all round the dinner table, got out a yard long knife, 
laid it beside him on the table, gave them orders , and they did not 
shirk from that time until they left. It is my belief that our native 
mountain labor is far more satisfactory for our labor camps than 
any labor that we can get from the deep south, or that we can expect 
to get through the Employment Service. We have been spoiled about 
labor, for there is no doubt that the native mountaineer is far better 
than any labor we can hope to get through the present set-up of the 
government employment ser.vice. " On the whole, this labor camp 
was considered a success, since it saved thousands of bushels of 
peaches. Its presence, however, was not unaccompanied by prob
lems. Disease was one. Another was that many more trucks were 
required to get the workers home than to bring them northward, as 
they had accumulated a great many possessions while they were here. 14 

An exodus of men into the armed services or war industries so 
depleted farm labor by I 9 4 3 that a cry of protest went up all over 
the country. An Albemarle farmer, father of two boys in the Navy, 
echoed this outcry in The Daily Progress when he commented, 
"Observing our local conditions and press reports, we are headed 
undoubtedly for short crops unless draft of farm help ceases imme
diately."15 The Extension Service made a study of available labor 
on Virg.inia farms and found that there was twenty per cent less than 
in 1942. Through questionnaires sent to 2,000 Albemarle County 
farms, H. M. Brumback found that 545 additional workers were 
needed from January through March, 7 65 from April through June, 
3,590 from July through September, and 1,960 from October 
through D_ecember. 

A County Farm Labor Committee was appointed by the County 
War Board to coordinate the effort of local agencies in recruiting and 
supplying ·farm labor needed in the county. Working together with 
it to maintain the labor supply were the Extension Service, the local 
United States Employment Service office, the Farm Security Admin
istration, the county and city superintendents of schools, the Lions 
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Club farm labor and Kiwanis Club agriculture committees appointed 
at the request of the Central Virginia Planning Commission, and the 
Chamber of Commerce. Representatives from these groups recom
mended to Governor Colgate W. Darden , Jr., that deferred agricul
tural workers should be presented an emblem in recognition of their 
status as laborers engaged in essential war production. 

Late in 194 2 a new policy for the guidance of Selective .Service 
Boards in deferring essential farm labor was approved by the Depart 
ment of Agriculture, the War Manpower Commission, and farm 
organizations. It provided for the deferment of aLI agricultural 
workers who were responsible for sixteen war units of necessary 
products or, under exceptional circumstances, even fewer units. A 
war unit represented a measure of these products, for examples, one 
milch cow, five acres of corn, or one acre of vegetables for canning. 
The Daily Progress regarded this system as another of the astonish
ing absurdities which the government sought to put into practice. 
The unit system did not, in its opinion, seem to be a practical method 
of evaluating the potentia,lities of a farm hand. What was needed, 
it argued, was the kind of farm laborer who could and would give 
an honest day's work at a wage within which he could live and which 
his employer could afford to pay. ·'There seems to be no more reason 
to test him by these units of production than ... to have him pro
duce those of his public school record. " 16 Despite the editor's adverse 
opinion, the unit system actually proved to be locally an equitable 
and adaptable system for assuring the deferme.nt of qualified agri 
cultural workers. In an effort to apply it fairly, the minimum num
ber of sixteen war units of farm products was lowered to twelve in 
reference to registrants who worked on the steeper and less productive 
farms of the county; but the minimum rem•ained sixteen for the more 
nearly level farms of the community. 

In order to rel ieve the situation of dairy farmers whose labor sup 
ply was most seriously depleted, dairy bands were given a preferred 
claim, exceeding even that of other farm workers, upon deferment 
under Selective Service. Conscientious objectors were employed on 
dairy farms by the Albemarle County Dairy Herd Improvement 
Association, but there was only one of these at a time. 

Volunteer city workers who could devote full or part time to 
the harvesting of crops were asked to register in May, 19 4 3, by the 
Central Virginia Planning Commission in cooperation with the 
county agent. R. Watson Sadler, chairman of this Commission's 
Farm Labor Committee, was assisted by subcommittees from the 
Lions Club and the Young Men's Business Club. Wives of the mem
bers of these subcommittees, together with the High School Victory 
Corps, were acting as registrars. 

Eugene P. Durrette began work as a farm labor assistant in July 
of 19 4 3 and placed 6 8 3 persons for seasonal work and thirty-seven 
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for the full year. Though all demands for workers were not fully 
met, early freezes and drought that year somewhat reduced the fruit 
crops and other harvests, thus permitting a meager labor supply to 
complete the work of gathering in the available produce. 

The following year, 1944, when weather conditions were favor
able and fruit crops abundant, the demand for labor was even greater. 
Between 2,000 and 2,300 workers were needed for the peach crop, 
between 1,200 and 1,500 for the apples. Fruit growers recruited 
anyone and everyone. On the seventh of August 260 German pris
oners arrived in Crozet. Approximately 240 of them picked peaches 
and apples, filled silos, harvested hay, shucked corn, cut pulpwood, 
and sawed logs. D. B. Owen, manager of the Crozet Fruit Growers 
Cooperative, was active in organizing their work, which, he observed, 
was satisfactory on the whole. Occasional peaches branded with a 
swastika or the initials PW were taken from the conveyor belts in 
packing houses. "It's exact! y the same thing as a 15-year-old 
thumbing his nose at you," said Chesley Haden. "Those Germans 
are some of the crack troops of the North African campaign-fine 
physical specimens-and they're a little rebellious at times. We have 
noted a mixed reaction to their work; some growers say they're all 
right, and others say they're worthless." Though not all of their 
employers were satisfied with their production, the overall statistical 
record of their work belied any merely prejudiced contention that 
the German prisoners were worthless as farm laborers. At the end 
of four months they had picked 29,803 bushels of peaches, 133,858 
bushels of apples, stacked 370,962 board feet of lumber, shucked 
9 0 6 barrels of corn, cut 74,113 board feet of saw logs and 1 0 5 cords 
of pulpwood, pruned 450 peach trees, and done 22,794 hours of 
general farm work.17 

Negroes from the Bahama Islands were hired in accordance with 
an agreement between the United States and British governments. 
In August, 1944, 285 Bahamians picked and packed Albemarle 
County peaches; through October 175 of them harvested apples. 
H. L. Dunton, D. A. Tucker, and Marvin J. Powell supervised their 
work, which was judged excellent. The British accent of the Ba
hami;ns was noticeable to those who worked with them, and their 
fondness for bright dress and zoot suits added color to the harvest 
scene. Without their aid fruit valued at $525,000 would not have 
been picked. "Importing labor and operating a labor camp is an 
expensive business," said County Agent Scott, "but the expense was 
much less than the loss to the nation of essential fruit which could 
not have been saved otherwise."18 

The critical labor shortage in that banner year for local orchards 
was partially alleviated by recruits of yet another picturesque kind. 
Seventy-five volunteers of the Women 's Land Army-college stu
dents, teachers, business women, and others-went into the peach 
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orchards and packing sheds. Though comparatively few in number, 
inexperienced in physical labor, and previously ignorant of the dis. 
comfort which peach fuzz can produce, they learned quickly the tech
niques of picking, grading, and packing the fruit. Soon they had 
won the respect of their employers. Mrs. Ruth Burruss Huff arranged 
with the White Hall Home Demonstration Club women, under the 
leadership of their president, Mrs. L. G. Roberts, to serve as hostesses to 
the Women's Land Army. They turned out in full strength to greet 
these women upon their arrival. Refreshments were served. Mrs. T . 
0. Scott, chairman of the Albemarle Home Demonstration Commit
tee, welcomed them. Ann and Patricia Odend'Hal, who had been ac
tive in 4-H Club work for the past ten years, served as dieticians for 
these peach packers, some of whom were accommodated in private 
homes and others at the Afton Hotel. "If it came to rating the various 
peach pickers, I'd put the girls first, the Bahamians second, and the 
Germans last," Chesley Haden declared . "Those Germans may be 
gorgeous hunks of men, but they're not much when it comes to pick 
ing peaches." Agreeing with this rating, T. 0. Scott added that 
the Women's Land Army, which assisted in packing peaches from 
August 7 to 19, proved more satisfactory than any other special labor 
ers. "Growers who were fortunate enough to secure their help have 
praised them highly as intelligent, efficient, and willing workers," he 
said. 19 

In addition to the previously mentioned groups, men, women, 
and children, recruited through Charlottesville civic clubs, radio sta
tion WCHV, The Daily Progress, and the Chamber of Commerce, 
worked during the peach harvest for purely patriotic reasons. Also 
gathering farm crops and fruit were fifteen prisoners of the Crozet 
Convict Camp, without whom much corn and hay would in all 
probability not have been gotten safely into silos. 20 

Farmers and fruit growers were still in need of labor in 1945. 
Local Extension Service officials received 911 requests for help, and 
one or more workers were placed on some 292 farms in the county 
The total number of farm labor placements for 1945 was 4,592. In 
cooperation with the War Food Administration and under the super
vision of Hunter Ballard, a camp was again set up near Crozet for 
13 3 Bahamian peach pickers. Percy A bell organized the 2 0 0 prison -
ers of war who harvested fruit, as well as the seventy-five who worked 
on farms throughout the year. In the fall of 1945 resolutions were 
adopted by the Albemarle County Farm Bureau and the Crozet Fruit 
Growers Cooperative asking that the domestic migratory labor, for
eign labor, and prisoners of war labor programs be continued through 
the next year. Funds available from the War Manpower Commis
sion and the War Food Administration were to be exhausted by 
January 1, 1946, the War Department planned to halt the hiring 
of prisoners as farm laborers, and discharged servicemen and war 
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workers were in most instances not returning immediately to the 
fields. .So the farm labor shortage was not relieved promptly after 
firing ceased. 

Nevertheless, Albemarle County orchardists managed to keep pace 
with other American farmers in producing larger quantities of "foods 
for victory" during the war years of generally favorable weather. 
Never before had they nursed their trees with such care, though at 
times nothing less than genuine genius was required if scarce but 
essential insecticides were to be on hand when needed. The number 
of trees they tended actually declined-slightly in the case of peaches, 
markedly in the instance of apples-but they had to find more bushel 
baskets and packing crates, which became nearly as scarce as the pro
verbial hens' teeth, almost every year. Prophets of doom who were 
positive that each bumper crop in turn could not be duplicated the 
next year had to eat crow annually, the single exception of any con 
sequence being that they had the satisfaction of seeing the weather 
become in 19 4 3 a fruit grower's gremlin with results disastrous to 
peaches and quite harmful to apples. A bard freeze late in the spring 
and a severe hailstorm early in the summer of 1945 brought forth a 
rash of local predictions that production that year would not exceed 
ten per cent of normal. But someone evidently forgot in that busy 
year of victory to inform Mother Nature tbat less was expected of 
her in Albemarle County. A few months later orchardists' joy over 
tbe Japanese surrender was tempered witb worry over the question 
whether the drooping limbs of tbeir trees, laden with another bumper 
crop of unprecedented or almost unprecedented quantity and quality, 
could continue to support the weight of tbe fruit until it could be 
picked. Official figures compiled by tbe Department of Agriculture 
summarize eloquently the epic saga of Albemarle County fruit grow
ers' victory over the multitudinous enemies of greater food produc
tion. 

Apples 
Number of farms reporting. 
Number of trees of all ages. 
Number of bushels harvested. 
Value 

Peaches 
Number of farms reporting. 
Number of trees of all ages .. 
Number of bushels harvested. 
Value ............... . 

1940 

1,011 
. 356,626 

583,580 
$390,999 

541 
288,403 
229,026 

$240,477 

1945 

1,168 
286 ,5 55 
828,952 

$1,616,456 

75 8 
282,034 
534,067 

$1,388,574 

The volume of apples produced was increased by fifty per cent and 
their value by 200 per cent; the value of the peach crop was multiplied 
by six wbile its bulk was merely doubled. The sharp distinctions be
tween volume and value revealed by these contrasts point to tbe delu
sion whicb was implicit but hidden in the illusion of apparent prosper-
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ity. Only if the orchardists faced the fact that every thing and every 
service they bought cost more, that dollars which came in relatively 
copious quantities had declined in purchasing power in inverse ratio 
to the rising dollar value of their product , would they lift the veil 
of understanding. By so doing they could expose the deceitful dis
gui.se of glittering gilt which masked a boom not truly golden. Like 
the beauty of a face camouflaged with too many cosmetics, such in
flationary prosperity was not deep-seated and probably would not 
prove to be lasting. 

The significant feature of their wartime experience was , therefore, 
to be found in the trustworthy fact that they vastly increased the 
physical bulk of their production of very tangible and very desper 
ately needed foods. Where one apple or one peach had been har
vested before , they contrived to pi.ck om and one-half apples or two 
peaches. When the nation and the world needed more fruit, the 
farmers of Albemarle County did their share- and more- to make 
it available.21 

Rationing and Price Control 
Another problem for the farmer was the shortage of farm ma

chinery. When war wa_s declared , producers of food were advised to 
buy repair parts for their equipment during the first months of 1942, 
and many farmers followed this wise counsel. When, late in that 
year, farm machinery began to be rationed, with some seV2nty-five 
types of machines being doled out carefully when they were avail
able, members of the local Farm Machinery Rationing Committee 
and the County War Board applied quotas to insure a just distri-
bution of such items as could be obtained. In 194 3, as a matter of 
national policy, munitions were granted priority over food produc
tion equipment. As a result only forty percent as much farm ma -
chinery as had been manufactured in the nation in 1940 left the 
factor ;es thi-ee years later. The same conditions, or worse, prevailed 
in 1 9 44, and there was no improvement in 1 9 4 5. 2i 

As the production of food increased each war year, the problem 
of marketing was intensified. The Extension Service assisted the 
Albemarle Dairymen 's Association, the Albemarle Feeder Calf Pro
ducers Association, the Albemarle Wool Pool (affiliated with the 
United Wool Growers Association), the Virginia Angus Breeders 
Association, and the Albemarle Hereford Association in determining 
correct grades for their products, the demand for them, and the best 
methods of marketing them. The total value of supplies bought and 
farm products marketed by these groups in Albemarle County during 
1944 was $449,670: The establishment of a farmers' produce mar
ket in Charlottesville was discussed, but no successful action was 
taken. 2~ 

Price ceilings, the capstone of the arch erected by the nation to 
hold back disastrous inflation, were sometimes restrictive enough to 
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cause temporary bottlenecks in the flow of agricultural produce to 
market. Seventy-five members of the Albemarle County Farm Bu
reau, which was formed in June, 194 3, to promote farmers ' interests, 
met to discuss the possible effect on farmers of the closing of the 
Elliott Ice Company's abattoir department, the only slaughterhouse 
in the community. The Albemarle livestock raisers seized upon this 
opportunity to air their grievances concerning other Office of Price 
Administration and War Food Administration regulations, such as 
the fact that hogs were bringing twenty cents more per hundred 
pounds in Staunton and Orange , Virginia, than on the Charlottes
ville market. No explanation was given: 0 . P. A. officials insisted 
that they were specialists in other fields or had been with the 0. P . A. 
such a short time that they were prepared to discuss only the abattoir 
issue.u 

A ceiling price of. 5.75 cents per pound or $2.76 per forty-eight 
pound package (slightly less than · the normal fifty-pound bushel) 
on apples at point of shipment was announced in October, 194 3. 
Price advances of approximately eighteen cents each which were to 
become effective on November 1, December 1, February 1, and April 1 
would enable growers to sell their apples in April, 1944, at $3.48 
per forty -eight pound package. This encouraged most orchardists to 
store as many of their apples as possible until the ceilings reached 
the announced peak. To protect itself, the government rese.rved the 
right to buy apples for the armed forces at any time it chose. Retail 
ceilings for apples ranged from 9.5 to 10.5 cents per pound, varying 
with the distances they had be.en shipped from producing areas. These 
ceilings were also to advance one-half cent per pound on Novem
ber 1, December 1, February 1, and April 1. 25 

Government purchases of apples were made in Albemarle County 
both before and during the war. In 1941 the Surplus Marketing 
Administration was buying apples in an attempt to improve distri
bution by preventing a glutted market. A price range of seventy 
cents to $1.05 per bushel was then offered by this agency for No. 1 
grade apples. In October, 1944, the War Food Administration an 
nounced plans for the purchase of a large quantity of apples in the 
four-state Appalachian Area, which included Albemarle County, for 
Lend-Lease shipment to Great Britain and other European countries. 
For 2 to 2 . 2 5 inch apples the price offered was $ 6. 7 5 a barrel, $ 2. 2 5 
a box. Growers in this locality were satisfied with the price set by 
the W. F. A., but the Appalachian Apple Growers, Inc ., protested 
the government offer at a level below the price ceiling of $2.75 , 
arguing that it might break the domestic market. It was understood , 
however, that the domestic market would have priority if the crop 
could be absorbed above the prices offered by the W. F. A. The 
export program would receive only that part of the crop not sold 
at home to equal or better advantage : Under this W, F. A. program 
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twenty carloads of Albemarle County apples were sold by Novem
ber 8. Offers were filed with the Winchester, Virginia, office of the 
W. F. A., which accepted the apples packed in "export tub" bushel 
baskets. 26 

In 19 4 3 No. I grade peaches brought $ 8. 5 0 a bushel, the highest 
price ever offered by Crozet brokers. Twenty-four peach growers 
of Albemarle and surrounding counties met in February, 1944, when 
a ceiling price for peaches was under consideration, and approved 
unanimously the work already done by the two-year-old National 
Peach Council. They voted to continue to give it their support. The 
local growers asked first, in dealing with 0. P. A., for no ceilings, 
because the extreme perishability of peaches made marketing controls 
or delay of any kind hazardous. If it were found that ceilings had 
to be applied, the growers asked a "consumer" ceiling of 12.5 cents 
per pound, the same figure requested by apple growers nationally in 
the fall of 1943. The price ceiling set in July, 1944, for producers 
was $3. 6 6 per bushel and $1. 9 9 per half bushel, equivalent to about 
$ 7. 5 0 a bushel at the consumer level. In the same month the Vir
ginia Peach Council, which was to become a part of the National 
Peach Council, was organized when two dozen or more leading peach 
growers of the Middle Piedmont met in Charlottesville. Its object 
was to develop united action in trying to solve such problems as labor, 
packaging, relations with government officials in Washington, and 
the creation of increased consumer demand for their fruit, particu
larly in future years which might be threatened by a glutted market. 27 

Soil Conseruation and Liuestock Production 
Despite labor shortages, the rationing of farm machinery, market

ing di,fficulties, and complicated price changes, a general upward trend 
in food production was achieved. This was due in part to changes 
in agricultural practices. 

One significant local development wai; the increase in pasture land 
acreage during the last year or two of the war. The following figures 
show that in 1945 acreage for pastures was double that of 1942: 

Year 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 

Acres in Cropland 
85 ,823.8 
87,056.1 
90,930.8 

103,154.0* 

* Acres in cropland and orchard combined. 

A cres in Orchard 
12,468.4 
12,403.1 
11,727.5 

103,154.0* 

Acres in· Pasture 
43,436.6 
44,940.1 
47,587.5 
86 ,906.6 28 

Not only were there more pastures, but their quality was improved. 
Greater quantities of lime and superphosphate were used during the 
first two years of the war than in previous years, and still more in 
1944. By 1945 twice as much fertilizer as in preceding years was 
applied on many fanp.s, resulting in a high yield per acre. Each year 
extensive plantings of winter legumes, rye grass, and alfalfa were 
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made, permitting longer grazing seasons and shorter barn feeding 
periods. 29 

Conservationist John A. Smart estimated that 55,000 acres in 
Albemarle had been submitted to conservation practices, to which a 
twenty per cent increase in production might be attributed. Some 
fifteen per cent of the county was engaged in carrying out terracing 
and strip cropping in 1944. The soil of two of the farms once owned 
by Jefferson, "Tufton" and "Shadwell,'' was being restored.30 

A striking example of these practices is the story of transforma
tions made on H. V. Herold's farm, "Holkham," near Ivy. Aside 
from the sheer beauty of the harmonious contours of this farm, here 
was demonstrated what can be achieved when man respects the soil 
instead of taking all it can offer while giving .it back nothing in 
return. Ninety of Herold's 220 acres were uncultivated in 1936, 
the year his practice of soil conservation was begun. Slopes were 
bare and, in consequence, badly eroded. Rows of corn were planted 
"up and down." Lespedeza and peas alone comprised the hay crops; 
none of the hay was fertilized. Land used for pasture was in great 
part overrun with saw-briars and broomsedge. Stock could be 
grazed. therefore, only five months each year, and the owner was 
compelled annually to buy about $400 worth of hay. His cows 
required large amounts of grain, which was not raised on his farm, 
so that he was forced to buy his entire supply of dairy feed grain. 
When the United States entered the war, he had been practicing 
scientific farming for six years. Consequently, he was in a position 
to make heavy demands of his soil, while at the same time he was 
able to conserve its value. Trees had been planted on his hillsides 
to prevent the soil from washing away under heavy rains; fields 
were strip cropped instead of gullied; planting rows followed the 
natural contours of the land; minimum loss of topsoil was incurred: 
annual harvests increased amazingly. One acre of corn planted in 
land thus properly utili.zed produced as much as four or five acres 
bad previously brought forth. One third of the pastures were fer
tilized every year. Alfalfa was planted to replace broomsedge on 
five acres, and the barns were full of hay by June _of each of the war 
years. By 1945 the owner was growing a large part of the grains 
needed by his herds: he was harvesting some 1,500 bushels of oats 
from thirty acres and about fifteen tons of corn per acre for silage. 
Because of these better farming techniques-and also, admittedly, 
because of a substantial rise in prices-the income received from his 
milk production quadrupled between 19 3 6 and 1945. 31 

The touring author of an article on the advantages of soil con
servation which was published in a nationally circulated magazine 
soon after the war ended observed that rural Virginia was having 
its face lifted by scientific farming practices. In Albemarle County 
this traveler found an ardent and quotable convert to the new agri-
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Richard Overton and his wife, soil conservationists, display a war 
product. 
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cultural order in the person of S. A. Jessup. Impressed with Jes
sup's excellent pastures and purebred C1uernseys , the visitor was told 
that Jessup had redeemed lands once so exhausted that one " couldn't 
even raise a disturbance" on them. The proud livestock grower added. 
' Td just as soon raise polecats on my farm as corn or tobacco." 32 

A greater quantity and better quality of beef cattle were raised in 
Albemarle during the years 1942- 1943 than previously due to the 
extension of pasture lands and to the greater care which was given 
to the breeding of stock and the control of parasites and diseases. In 
the winter of 1943-1944 a government hay-subsidy program was 
carried out to compensate for the effects of the 194 3 drought. Pro 
duction of beef cattle was thereby maintained at a high level. In the 
summer of 1944 another drought brought a decline in hay and pas
ture production , and heavy rains in the fall also damaged the hay 
crops along the James River. N evertheless, the output for the countv 
was higher than during preceding years. T. 0. Scott estimated tha t 
some farms had as much as four times as many animal units as in 
previous years. So great an expansion in cattle production had its 
repercussions. One of these was that marketing faciliti es , which had 
been adequate in 1940 , were inadequate in 1944.33 

Livestock production ranked third in importance as a source of 
income to Albemarle County farmers by 194 3. Auction sales of 
feed er calves were begun in 1941. Prior to 1939 calves had been 
raised on a hit or miss basis , but after new methods of feeding were 
adopted , as suggested by the Virginia Polytechnic Institute, and the 
Albemarle Feeder Calf Producers Association was organized, the 
business rose in importance. The sale in October, 1941 , brought in 
a total of $14,832.00 for 290 calves; the following year 476 calves 
sold for $30,000.00. 34 

Not the least enthusiastic among the livestock raisers of the county 
were 4-H Club boys, both white and N egro, who carried out live
stock projects during each of the war years and competed in contests 
sponsored by S ea rs Roebuck and Company. At the Angus sale in 
the spring of 1944 calves raised by these boys won favorable atten
tion . Some of these schoolboys built up herds of their own; others 
fattened only one or two animals for the market. While the num
ber of their cattle was only a small par t of the total production in 
the county, the real importance of this work, directed mainly by 
H . M. Brumback, lay in the training and experience gained by a 
generation which might become the future cattle, hog, and poultry 
raisers of the locality. 35 

A comparison between the cattle raised in Albemarle County and 
their value in the years 1940 and 1945 shows a marked increase. 

Farms reporting 
Number of cattle and r.alves 
Value ... .... ... . 

1940 
1,974 

16 ,779 
$633,540 

1945 
1. 970 

22,576 
$ 1.613 ,040 36 
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Advancing in step with the agronomy program, the dairy indus
try benefitted from the general improvement and expansion of pas
ture lands which permitted longer grazing seasons. As methods of 
breeding dairy cattle were perfected and disease and parasites were 
controlled, milk production rose during each of the war years until 
1945. Shortages of labor, farm machinery, and protein supplements 
explained the slight decline of that year. A total of 3,119,606 gal
lons was produced in 1945, however, as compared with 2,593,668 
in 1940, and the value of dairy products sold in the county rose 
from $282,590 in 1940 to $518,925 in 1945.37 

An increase of nearly 2,000 hogs in Albemarle County between 
1940 and 1945 may not have been surprising. Residents of Sixth 
Street, S. E., in Charlottesville, who seemed as interested in produc
ing "food for victory" as their fellow citizens of the county, peti
tioned the City Council for the extension of hog-raising zones so 
they might fulfil their patriotic obligations. Pig pens on the back 
side of their lots would not be near their neighbors, they argued. 
City Health Director T. S. Englar admitted that, although hogs nor
mally do not enhance a city's peace and cleanliness, they might have 
to be excused during the emergency. "After all," he said, "there are 
swine in some sections already and, conditions remaining the same, 
a pig near Rugby Road is little different from his cousin in Belmont." 
As long as rules of decency and everyday sanitation were observed, 
styes were kept a reasonable distance from kitchen doors, and winds 
held their proper direction, the doctor supposed that the hog in the 
yard movement might not be too objectionable. Faced for the third 
time with the issue, the City Council finally voted that hogs might 
be kept in the city limits only if their pens were more than 250 feet 
from the nearest dwelhng and if their location was approved by the 
Chief of Police. The required distance automatically eliminated from 
conversion to pork production all but a few lots within the city. 
At the time, in February, 1942, there were sixty-seven hog owners 
in the city. Their number could hardly be much enlarged under the 
new ordinance, but city dwellers who dreamed of fat porkers in their 
back yards would probably have forced an immediate reconsidera

-tion of the question if they had foreseen the price advances which 
were later to make them recall with acute nostalgia that they had 
been able even after Pearl Harbor to buy a pound of bacon for 
twenty-six cents and two pounds of fresh spareribs for less than 
forty cents. 38 

Although there was only an inconsequentially small increase dur
ing the war years in Albemarle County's sheep population, their value 
rose from $21,362 to $37,365-a pair of figures which provides an 
eloquent commentary on the wartime price spiral. The increase from 
3,568 sheep in 1940 to 3,764 in 1945 might have been greater but 
for such factors as the difficu lties of procuring wire for fencing, 
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the omnipresent labor shortage, and fear of predatory dogs. There 
was more improvement in the quality than in the quantity of local 
sheep, largely because of efficient control of internal parasites and 
vigilant prevention of disease. 39 

Poultry was still another product of Albemarle County farms 
which enlisted in the war. effort. Wben all other edible meats except 
fish were rationed, poultry took on new significance, and eggs were 
also in unprecedented demand. Home Demonstration agents and 
4-H Club leaders gave invaluable help to owners of small flocks 
as well as to commercial producers of fryers, broilers, eggs, and tur
keys. Nearly every farm in the county had its poultry flock. Per
fected methods of feeding, housing, and culling were adopted; para
sites were effectively controlled. Scott contrasted the heavy losses 
of diseased fowl which were annually incurred during the earlier part 
of his eighteen years of experience in Albemarle County with the 
decreased mortality of the war years. Prevention of disease, in his 
opinion, contributed in large measure to the increased production of 
poultry called for in the local market and by the War Food Adminis 
tration . The Department of Agriculture determined that the 88,360 
chickens in the county in 1940 were valued at $50 ,365, while the 
115,411 chickens in 1945 were wort:h $139 ,647. In other words, 
their value was increased by 18 0 per cent , though their number was 
increased only thirty per cent- again a significant commentary on 
what happened to the purchasing power of the American dollar 
despite price control. Income from all poultry products sold by 
farms reporting to the department increased from $147,737 to $ 3 7 5, -
6 5 8 during the same five years . 

Official statistics of the Department of Agriculture have reported 
that the total income to Albemarle County farmers from sales of all 
types of livestock and livestock products rose from $815,087 in 
1940 to $1,813,736 in 1945. The total value of all livestock clas
sified by the Department increased during the same period from 
$1, 3 13,163 to $2,383 ,810. 

Because of wartime restrictions upon transportation, the urgency 
of the nation's need for the marketing of available meat , and a desire 
to accommodate Charlottesville 's " country cousins" of Albemarle 
County, the City Council had rescinded its prewar ordinance pro
hibiting the overnight storage of livestock within the city limits. 
This action had benefitted the Charlottesville Livestock Market and 
the producers who brought their animals to it for sale by auctions 
which sometimes extended far into the night. Whether the animals 
had been sold or not, it was often impossible to remove them from 
the city before they disturbed would-be sleepers of the vicinity. After 
V -J Day long-suffering residents of the area demanded a reenactment 
of the prewar ordinance. 40 More than a year elapsed before a gen
erally agreeable solution to the problem was reached . The city pur-
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chased the auction site, and the Livestock Market was relocated be
yond the city limits. But that is really a postwar story, and its 
details are not for this volume. 

Victory Gardening and Food Conseruation 
Vegetables were grown in Charlottesville and Albemarle during 

the years 1942-1945 on a scale never before remotely approached. 
The County Board of Agriculture launched the Victory Garden cam
paign in the first months of 1942. Community and neighborhood 
leaders and Home Demonstration Clubs promoted the Live at Home 
program among 2,367 rural families, a large majority of the total 
number of farm families in the county. Mrs. Bessie Dunn Miller 
and her staff gave personal instruction to 249 families in 1943, teach
ing them how to produce sufficient food to meet all the demands of 
home consumption. Spurred on by the slogans "Food Fights For 

. Freedom" and "You Can Shorten the War with Food," ninety-six 
per cent of the rural population was raising its home food supply 
in 1944. 

Quite active in this movement were the 4-H Club boys and girls. 
In the course of 19 4 2 they cultiva.ted 3 21 acres of land. An average 
of thirty girls took part in the Sears Roebuck gardening contests 
every year of the war. Some $700 worth of food was consumed 
in the homes of these thirty girls in 194 3 alone. Louise Morris of 
Free Union, first prize winner in 1944, produced enough food to 
feed her family and can 504 quarts. Edith Sullivan, also of Free 
Union, winner in 1945, produced enough food to can 940 quarts. 
Though the boys were engaged for the greater part of their time in 
livestock raising projects, as many as seventy-three of them com
pleted gardening projects in 1943. Maxine Lamb, president of the 
Albemarle County 4-H Club Council in 1944, won a $25 war bond 
and entered the 4-H Club National Victory Achievement Contest 
for her contribution in food production during 194 3. On the 3 79-
acre farm of her parents, Mr. and Mrs. John Lamb of Route 2, 
Charlottesville, she planted her own Victory Garden, which con
sisted of 15 0 tomato plants, 200 sweet potato plants, twenty-four 
pepper plants, twenty-four eggplants, twenty celery plants, plus corn 
and string beans. She assisted her father with the planting and 
working of 3,000 tomato plants, 1,500 cabbage plants, and 1,000 
sweet potato plants. She fed and cared for 5 00 baby chickens, raised 
pigs of her own, helped her oldest brother with the feeding of four
teen calves until they were old enough to graze, and assisted the hired 
hands in milking 118 cows. She picked twenty gallons of black
berries, prepared thirty-five quarts of them for her pantry shelves 
and assisted with the canning of ninety-five other quarts, and helped 
to put up 18 3 quarts of string beans, fifteen quarts of carrots, twenty
five quarts of squash, and thirty quarts of butter beans. She served 
ninety meals and planned 150 other menus for her family, remodeled 
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five of her old dresses, helped clean and wash the family clothes 
weekly, collected old phonograph records, tin cans, scrap metals, and 
rubber, and helped to sell war stamps through her school and club. 
Three members of the Albemarle 4-H Clubs, selected for outstand
ing club work in the county, appeared on the coast-to-coast broad
cast of the United States Department of Agriculture's National Farm 
and Home Hour in the spring of 1944 and told how they were car
rying on Jefferson 's traditions in agriculture. The trio included 
Maxine Lamb, Dan Maupin of White Hall, and Anne Carpenter 
White of Scottsville. Their subject was, " Four -H Builds on Foun
dations Laid by Jefferson." Two Albemarle County girls were de 
clared 4-H Club canning champions for Virginia, Bessie Preddy in 
1943 and Maxine Lamb in 1944. Members of the Negro 4-H Clubs 
made a profit of $1,471 from vegetables raised by seventy-three boys 
in 1942; in the course of the last war year , ninety-nine Negro boys 
completed 120 gardening projects which netted a profit of $2,100. 41 

Under the direction of the Charlottesville and Albemarle County 
Civilian Defense Council, Coordinator Seth Burnley formed a Vic
tory Garden Committee for the city of Charlottesville on March 10, 
1942. Louis Chauvenet was chairman; Mrs. Theodore Hough and 
Mrs. Leroy Snow served as committee members. Among the first 
steps taken rn the Charlottesville campaign were successful efforts 
made by Mrs. Dudley C. Smith to procure for amateur gardeners who 
aspired to green thumbs vacant lots and available plows, each of 
which, of course, had suddenly been exalted to the lofty status of 

. being at a premium. Mrs. Snow encouraged gardeners by supply
ing plants in return for a share in their produce. Thus were many 
city gardeners pwvided with land, tools, and plants. Mrs. Hough, 
an accomplished horticulturist, provided what amounted to an edu
cation for the inexperienced urban vegetable growers. Chairman 
Chauvenet and Mrs. Hough visited in person every city garden once 
each week throughout the summer of 1942. Twice a week she broad
cast advice on gardening from radio station WCHV. Every Mon
day afternoon she held a forum at the Court House. Occasionally 
she addressed the civic clubs in the city and the Parent-Teacher As 
sociation. In March, 1943, she began to write a column which was 
published in The Daily Progress. Through this medium she dis
pensed pertinent suggestions about how to grow vegetables and how 
to avoid unproductively torturing one 's aching back, for backaches 
had become the most common ailment all over town. Victory Garden
ing fever, a symptom which preceded sore knees and spinal columns 
which could be straightened up only with pain, was quite contagious. 
One insight into the amazing rapidity with which it infected· all 
areas of the city is afforded by the fact that Charlottesville had a 
quota of 2,800 vegetable gardens in 1944 and by the impression of 
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Victory Gardening leaders, who never found time to take an actual 
census o.f plots cultivated, that the quota was definitely exceeded. 

Meantime, various other groups in the city promoted the Victory 
Garden campaign. Among these was a Children's Victory Garden 
Club, the first of its kind in the state, organized in the spring of 
1942 and co -sponsored by the City Recreation Department and the 
Rivanna Garden Club, the latter of which furnished land, tools, 
seeds, and prizes. Miss Nan Crow and Mrs. Delos Kidder planned 
and personally directed gardens near Moore's Creek on the Monti
cello Road. Boys and girls tilled twenty garden plots there, raising 
vegetables for their families and for the Children's Home. They 
gained a valuable experience in the rudiments of gardening and 
learned surprising things. One of them expected to find his ripened 
radishes tied in bunches and waving on a bus.h ! 

Boy Scouts, white and Negro, undertook and completed garden 
projects. Troop 1 at the University Baptist Church cultivated some 
seven acres of land on Route 29. The boys of the downtown Troop 
1, sponsored by the Charlottesville Presbyterian Church, worked 
as many as twenty-two gardens of their own. Troop 5, sponsored 
by the Church of the Holy Comforter, cultivated a large garden in 
the Fry's Spring area. Negro Scouts' garden projects were carried 
out on the farm of their leader, Dr. J. A. Jackson. 42 

The city 's first Victory Garden Fair was held at the Old Armory 
in the autumn of 194 3. Vegetable and flower growers who had 
proudly entered 300 or more specimens of their handiwork inspected 
the exhibits of vegetables, fruits, canned goods, and flowers with 
the green eyes of jealousy whenever they spotted the carefully selected 
and spotlessly clean products of a rival who might provide stiff com
petition for whatever prize they coveted. Miss R. Belle Burke, district 
Home Demonstration agent for Northern Virginia, and Miss Ina 
Glick, who served as judges, had no easy task choosing the most neady 

, perfect example of each variety, but their decisions were accepted with 
general good humor. H. M. Brumback demonstrated easy ways of 
storing foods and root crops for winter use, and Mrs. Huff explained 
how to preserve foods by dehydration. Again the next year the Al 
bemarle Garden Club, Rivanna Garden Club, and the National 
Women's Farm and Garden Club held a Victory Garden and Flower 
Show, to which the First Methodist Church played host. At the 
same time the Albemarle Garden Club and the City Recreation De
partment sponsored a similar contest in Washington Park, and more 
than 200 exhibits of superb produce were displayed by Negro 
gardeners. 43 

If home grown foods were to render maximum service in the 
war effort, a large percentage of the total production of Victory 
Gardens had to be preserved for consumption after the harvest sea
son, when fresh local produce was unavailable. Aside from other 

worldwartwoveterans.org 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



118 PURSUITS OF WAR 

obvious virtues, such preservation could appreciably alleviate demand 
for the rationed output of commercial canneries and pressures upon 
the nation's overburdened transportation system. Much emphasis 
was, therefore, placed upon persuading and teaching gardeners to 
lay aside for the rainy day of the unproductive winter season a 
properly preserved part of their summertime plenty. Local Home 
Demonstration agents and Club leaders instructed in the most mod
ern techniques and equipment for home canning, though some of 
their pupils couldn ' t for years find a pressure cooker for sale at 
any price. The less familiar but, in the instances of some foods, 
not less useful methods of food conservation, such as drying, brin
ing, and storing, were also taught and demonstrated. The clubs' 
members set a good example by canning 56,107 quarts of various 
foods in 1942 . The following year; spurred on by their tireless 
leaders, 129 farm women had become expert canners and put up 
45,420 quarts of fruit and vegetables and stored an additional 9,265 
bushels. During the year 19 44 rural families canned 56,958 quarts 
of fruit, meats, and vegetables; brined 7,719 gallons; dried 2,468 
pounds; cured 8,975 pounds; stored 3,860 bushels; and froze 9,978 
pounds. In the last war year 52 ,776 quarts of fruits were canned: 
2,108 pounds dried; 18,540 pounds cured; 38,144 bushels stored; 
and 31,783 pounds frozen. Girls of the 4-H Clubs put up 28,106 
cans of food in 194 3, an average of 51 cans apiece. In 1944 thirty
five of their more diligent members put up 5,271 quarts, an average 
of about 153 tins or jars per capita. On a somewhat smaller scale 
in 1945 a total of 10,068 quarts were preserved, maintammg ap
proximately the per capita level of fifty per girl which had been 
established in 19 4 3 . 

When the local rationing board ruled that a person could not buy 
home canned foods without the surrender of ration coupons, the 
County War Board passed a resolution in support of some means 
whereby people could sell their canned home products without hav
ing to ask rationing points. 44 

Plans for a canning center in Charlottesville were formulated in 
April of 194 3 by the Kiwanis Club and the Central Virginia Plan
ning Commission. It was located in the basement of the New 
Armory. The Nehi Bottling Company loaned two large pressure 
cookers. Mrs. John A. Smart served as expert supervisor during the 
month of June, and Mrs. Fay Barrow took charge during July. A 
charge ·of five cents per can or jar covered inspection of the fruit and 
vegetables grown by city and county women and the right to use 
the pressure cookers. In a month's t ime eighty-three women had 
conserved 5,558 cans of food. Mrs. R. L. Allen alone canned 5 00 
quarts of vegetables and meat, the largest amount put up there by 
one person. The final record for the first year, 1943 , was impres
sive: within seven months 28,000 jars of home-produced foods had 
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been processed. Expenses had been shared by the City School Board 
and the City Council, but their burdens had been made light by the 
$500 which had been donated by the Kiwanis Club. In the same 
year Negro women had put up 1,081 cans of foods at their canning 
center in the Jefferson School under the supervision of Miss Laura 
J. Wyatt and Mrs. Evangeline Jones. 

The canning center in the Armory had been run at capacity m 
194 3 processing vegetables, but no fruit had been handled. A 
drought in June and July, 1944, however, seriously curtailed the 
vegetable crop. Thus the good providers who frequented the center 
were enabled to turn to the preserving of fruit, a happy circumstance 
in view of the bumper peach crop of that summer. Approximately 
150 women there preserved 3,000 jars of peaches and an unrecorded 
number of jars of apples. Coupons for canning sugar were issued 
in enormous quantities even before the harvest season began. County 
women received authorizations to buy 364, 116 pounds of sugar, and 
city canners were issued coupons for 281 ,460 pounds. By V-J Day 
55,000 cans of food had been processed in the canning center for con
sumption at home and abroad. 

The Scottsville canning center was opened on July 14, 1944, in a 
cinder block building on the edge of the school grounds which had 
been erected by the county government and equipped through ex
penditures of Federal funds. Thomas A. Allison, Agriculture teacher 
at the Scottsville. High School, was from the first the chief promoter 
of the project, b_ut he was able to enlist the support of the Lions Club 
of Scottsville. ·Mrs. Inez Moore of Warren, who was in charge of 
the canning center, was assisted by Rufus Rush . 

During the fi,rst season a. charge of three cents each was made to 
canners for pint tin cans obtained at the center ; the charge for quart 
cans was four cents. After the first summer and autumn the costs 
of fuel used in the center had to be met by the local community, and 
tin became more expensive, so these prices for cans were raised to four 
and six cents, respectively. 

During 1944 the thrifty housewives of the community prepared 
19,854 cans of food at the center. On the busiest day of that year 
585 cans were processed. , In this period 160 white and 64 Negro 
families used the canning center. Later years brought increases in 
these figures. Albemarle County canners from as far away as Crozet 
converged upon Scottsville, and the center served also many people 
from neighboring Buckingham and Fluvanna counties. In 1947 a 
total of 43,930 cans of food were processed in Scottsville by 3 6 9 
white families and 90 Negro families. 

When requests from Charlottesville and Albemarle men in the 
armed forces began to come for chicken, nuts, steak, pork, and fruit 
cake, the women at the center prepared Christmas packages for mail-
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ing before October 15, 19 44, in order that local servicemen who 
were overseas might benefit from home-grown foods I and revel in 
nostalgic feasts especially prepared for them by loved ones at home. 
Still remembered with particular poignancy is the avid interest and 
devotion with which the wives and fiancees of some physicians of 
the 8th Evacuation Hospital could talk of hardly anything else for 
weeks but what they were canning amid summer heat at the cen
ter for their long-absent husbands' and sweethearts' Christmas din
ners and how many packages they had already taken to the post 
office. 

The United Nations Rehabilitation and Reconstruction Admin
istration asked for a Food Bank in 1945. Mrs. Ruth Burruss Huff 
called together the heads of all city and county organizations which 
could give effectual cooperation in gathering and processing food 
for foreign relief. Choice fruits and vegetables from Victory Gar
dens all over Charlottesville and Albemarle County were donated by 
Father and Mother, Son and Daughter. Generous quantities of 
prized home-grown produce were transported to the canning centers 
in Charlottesville and Scottsville. Home D emonstration Club women, 
4~H Club girls, Red Cross Canteen workers, and other city and county 
women did the canning. With lumber donated by the Barnes Lum
ber Company, members of the Young Men's Business Club, of which 
Harry A. Wright was president, did the packing and crating. A total 
of 3,000 cans of food was sent to destitute peoples in conquered coun
tries, a gift representing the concerted efforts of the residents of this 
community.45 

Under the direction of the Civilian Defense Office, a local nutri
tion committee was organized in 1942. At its first meeting a repre 
sentative from the Farm Security Administration explained the Share
the-Meat program. Home Demonstra tion women and 4-H Club 
girls in both county and city studied the nutritive value of foods, 
how to plan balanced meals, and home methods of baking bread and 
making cheese. 

The alarming condition of some children in rural schools who, 
it was found, often stayed the full school day with no nourishment 
was improved when seventeen Home Demonstration Clubs cooper
ated in serving lunches to these children. In two communities 4 -H 
Club girls canned food for the school lunches. By 1945 nutrition 
problems had diminished, but they still persisted in six of the county 
schools. Doctors who examined 1,363 school children in Albe
marle County in the fall af 1945 found that 1,161 were not m 
perfect physical condition. · 

When registration for War Ration Book Number 2 began in 
1943, Home Demonstration , leaders provided information at the 
registration centers as to the intelligent use of ration points in meal 
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planning and marketing. Typical of rural dietary and economic 
trends which food rationing had caused or stimulated were these 
three facts: by the end of the war many families were making their 
own syrup and raising bees for honey to counteract the sugar short
age: others were making cheese in quantities sufficient for the family 
food supply: still others were ra1smg and canning more tomatoes to 
replace citrus fruits. 46 

Harvesting Forest Fibers 

Not only the fields but also the forests of Albemarle were made 
to contribute to winning the war. Sixty farmers cooperated with 
the Thomas Jefferson Farm Forestry Project operated in conjunction 
with the Thomas Jefferson Soil Conservation D:strict in Albemarle, 
Fluvanna, Goochland, Louisa, and Nelson counties. During the year 
preceding June, 1944, they cut 448,000 cubic feet of pulpwood and 
8 I 5,000 board feet of saw logs, all of which went to the war effort. 
Because they harvested this lumber in accordance with good forestry 
practices, continued production was assured in the years to come. 
The same areas would produce the same amount of wood every year. 
In the fall of 1944 a power-driven, labor saving saw was introduced 
into the county as a result of the acute labor shortage and the im
portance of !umber and its derivatives in war industries. Within a 
given time this new equipment could accomplish the work of about 
ten men. Farmers were urged in the winter of 1944 to use their 
spare time until spring for the harvesting of pulpwood on their lands. 
The condition of the pulpwood industry was critical, and pulp and 
paper mills were faced with the possibility of closing unless produc
tion was increased. In April, 1945, it was estimated that 2,000 
cords of pulpwood were being shipped out of the county each month, 
thirty-five to forty per cent of which were being contributed by in
dividual, non-commercial harvesters. War materials made from wood 
fiber-besides all varieties of paper · and paper 'containers-included 
aviators· vests, bomb rings, camouflage nets, first-aid kits, gas mask 
filters, hospital wadding, maps, photographic film, smokeless powder, 
and supply parachutes. Arrangements were made through Ellis L. 
Lyon, farm forester of the Virginia Forest Service, in cooperation 
with the Albemarle County Pulpwood Committee to move wood 
to market in trucks. 

The Forest Fire Fighters Service was created by the local Civilian 
Defense Council to assist the fire control forces of state and Federal 
forest protection agencies, which were finding it difficult to employ 
fire fighters. Cooperation of the Federal Bureau of Investigation was 
promised in obtaining evidence for the .prosecution of any fire law 
violations which threatened or damaged war facilities or Federal 
property. As forest products were critical war materials, forest fires 
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not only sabotaged war production but drew manpower away from 
farms and essential industries. Federal sabotage laws as well as state 
fire prevention statutes were invoked against persons responsible for 
them. It was estimated that $13,861 worth of marketable timber 
was burned in Albemarle County during the six-year period preced
ing 1946. Twenty-four boys of the Scottsville High School com
pleted the training course required for membership in the Forest Fire 
Fighters Service and were entitled to wear the badge showing the 
'Outline of a tree in red on a triangular background of white and blue. 
The boys ,yere organized in fire fighting crews, with leaders and 
assistant leaders, and were ready to respond to the calls of state forest 
wardens to fight fires when other manpower was not readily avail
able. Tools and transportation were furnished by the V:rginia For
est Service, and the boys were to be paid the same wages as other 
fire fighters. 47 

Some Overall Observations 
A few overall wartime trends in Albemarle County agriculture 

may be summarized. The number of farms was 2 ,599 in 1945 and 
had increased by only eight since 1940. But the total value of all 
their products harvested had almost trebled, growing from $1,880,-
619 in 1940 to $5,504,494 in 1945. The average value of their 
total annual produce, exclusive of that eaten by farm animals, had 
jumped from about $911 per farm to $1,981. Since the physical 
volume of products had been expanded by only something like thirty 
or forty per cent at most, these figures reflect the inflationary price 
spiral which characterized the nation's economy more than they con -
stitute a true measure of increased production or an accurate index 
to the prosperity of Albemarle County farmers. · 

The number of full owners of farms increased from 1,987 in 
1940 to 2,118 in 1945, and accordingly the number of tenants de
creased from 411 to 285 and part owners from 131 to 113. While 
8 3 8 farms had electricity in 19 40, a total of 1,192 enjoyed the 
privileges of electrification in 1 9 4 5. Hired la borers numbering 1,776 
in 1939 were paid $722,468 in cash wages, but in sharp contrast 
711 laborers in 1944 were paid cash wages of $1,148,311. The 
following table classifies the seven leading types of Albemarle County 
farms in the order of the total value of their products, exclusive of 
what was fed to their own livestock or used for seed: 

Fruit and nut farms 
Livestock farms 
Farms producing primarily for own 

household use 
Dairy farms .... . .. . 
General farms ....... . . . . . 

Farms Reporting 
398 
390 

Poultry farms .... .. ... .. . . . . . 

1,438 
59 

252 
96 
97 Forest product farms 

Total Valu e of 
Farm Products, 1945 

$2 ,170 ,942 
890 ,969 

536;791 
501.521 
462 ,986 
249,904 
133,53548 
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Desirable farms were in active demand during the war, according 
to local realtors, who said they found it quite difficult to find farms 
to sell. Some submarginal farms had been abandoned by owners 
who were attracted to the higher wages they could earn in war in
dustries. When farms were occasionally auctioned to settle estates, 
the livestock and farm machinery brought good prices. Several large 
farms were purchased by buyers from a distance who intended to 
raise cattle on a highly specialized basis. On the other hand, another 
citizen contended that nearly every farm on the Lynchburg Road was 
for sale and that farm owners had been robbed too long. He pro
tested that it was hard for them to get anything like the fair value 
of their property. Good farm land within two miles of Charlottes 
ville and the University was valuable. A more distant farm on a 
back road could not be compared with land which was "close in" 
and in an exclusive residential neighborhood. The average farm rose 
in price in Albemarle County from $7,333 to $7,501 between 1940 
and 1945, the average price per acre from $56.29 to $58.83. So 
although tqe prices of farm products climbed rapidly on the infla
tionary spiral and the cash wages paid labor rose noticeably, the value 
of farm property lagged far behind and advanced to only an incon
sequential degree.4~ 

As was true in most of the other communities in the United States, 
the people of Albemarle County and Charlottesville cooperated with 
the Federal Government in its program of food production to meet the 
gargantuan demands of war. They helped to make it possible for Sec
retary of Agriculture Clinton P. Anderson to say that the national 
food output was thirty-eight per cent greater during 1940-1944 
than in 1935-1939 . And , when they occasionally felt a bit rebel
lious against apparent food shortages and were willing to kick over 
the traces with which they pulled their share of the load, they real
ized dimly or perceived clearly that, as the Secretary and other au
thorities often reiterated, the national civilian food supply per capita, 
after deducting allotments to military needs and Lend-Lease ship
ments, was greater through each of the war years than during 19 3 5-
1939 and during the First World War. 50 
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VIII 

Working With the Red Cross 

When hostilities in Europe began in the fall of 19 3 9, the Albe
marle County Chapter of the American Red Cross, under the excel
lent chairmanship for John F. Faris of Red Hill, was engaged in many 
phases of civilian relief in its educational programs, in Junior Red 
Cross activities, and, of course, in Home Service , which is a primary 
responsibility in peace as well as in war. The Chapter maintained a 
small office in the National Bank Building in Charlottesville. There 
Miss Pauline Beard , with no paid assistant, executed the double duties 
of Executive .Secretary and Home Service Secretary. Under the Con
gressional charter granted the American Red Cross on January 5, 
1905 , this organization was designated as the official agency to aid 
servicemen, veterans, and their families in times of disability or 
trouble and "to serve as a medium of communication between the 
people of the United States and their Army and Navy." In order to 
carry out such obligations, it must be prepared to fulfill all requests 
from the Army and Navy in such matters as obtaining social his
tories, confidential reports on family conditions, and other informa
tion needed in questions of dependency discharges, furloughs, clem
ency, etc. In 19 3 9, eleven such reports were requested and made. 
In the same year, twenty years after the close of World War I, forty
eight veterans were assisted in various ways. This Home Service 
work may not appear arduous, but the lapse of time and, usually, the 
loss of papers made such matters as assisting veterans in establishing 
their claims for government benefits long and difficult processes. 

At that time the Volunteer Special Service Committee may not 
have been organized strictly in line with Red Cross custom, but it 
was accomplishing many results. This committee, started in the days 
of the Great Depression, was composed of about thirty women from 
the city of Charlottesville and from various parts of Albemarle 
County, and its duty was to maintain a prompt and efficient group 
of volunteers for any emergency. These volunteers met regularly 
and discussed what they felt were local human needs and what they 
could do to meet them. They worked hard , helping to start the 
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County School Lunch Program, distributing Red Cross garments, 
and doing deeds of kindness too numerous to mention . Other organi
zations, also, looked to them for contact in their communities and 
often called upon them to render various services. Also in the Vol
unteer Special Service Committee, and more in line wih Red Cross 
organizational custom, were the following subdivisions: the Braille 
Corps, a unit very little advertised but one which, under the chair
manship of Miss Mary Harris, transcribed thousands of pages of read
ing matter for the blind; the Motor Corps, under Miss Mary Stamps 
White, which consisted at that time only of a chairman and a group 
of untrained women upon whom she could call to render such serv
ices as driving patients to hospitals and clinics; the Staff Assistance 
Corps, which, under Mrs. Blakeley Carter, had recently been organ
ized to provide secretarial help for the Red Cross office; and the Pro
duction Corps, under Mrs. Isaac Walters. 

It was the Production, Corps which received the first war call, and 
the fact that it had already been organized made it necessary for it 
only to expand. It did not have to start from the beginning, as had 
to be done in many other Red Cross chapters . In October, 1939, 
the Albemarle County Chapter was asked to produce hundreds of 
garments for victims of war. Within ten days volunteers, mostly 
enrolled from church groups, were busily engaged in sewing layettes, 
dresses, and hospital shirts and in knitting sweaters and socks. County 
authorities helped enormously by lending workrooms in their new 
office building. By the following May a total of 2 , 151 garments 
and an additional 201 layettes had been made and shipped overseas. 
It has been stated, and there is no reason to doubt it, that the Albe
marle County Production Corps was the first in the state of Virginia 
to get started on a European quota. Certainly it was among the first 

The next call received from headquarters of the American Red 
Cross also came in October. The Chapter was requested to send a 
representative to Washington to attend the first national course for 
instructors in the production of surgical dressings. About twenty 
cities sent representatives to take this course, among them Boston, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Cincinnati, Richmond, Louisville, Atlanta, 
and Charlottesville. Mrs. Blakeley Carter, who consented to repre 
sent the local Chapter, took the intensive one-week course of instruc
tion and returned home with the alarming news that the local Chap•
ter was expected to make 17,000 dressings by the first of January, 
1940. This quota was given to all participating chapters , regardless 
of size, and to Albemarle at that time it seemed staggering. Four 
years later, in April, 1944, 179 ,000 dressings were made in one 
month! 

Mrs. Carter , as chairman of the surgical dressings b ranch of the 
Production Corps, went valiantly ahead to equip some rooms in the 
County Office Building and to enroll and train volunteer workers. 

1 
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By January the shipment was ready , and a few weeks later a Red 
Cross representative from Poland w rote that boxes of surgical dress
ings made by the Albemarle Count y Chapter were in use there. It 
was very gratifying to know that this Chapter was one of the first 
three in the entire United States to fin ish the first quota of 17 ,000 
dressings and that it maintained its place in the lead for six months. 
Albemarle County Chapter members were very proud and a bit 
incredulous when visitors to New York City related that they had 
seen signs there rea ding , " H elp New York Beat Charlottesville and 
Boston--Make Surgical Dress ings." In June , 1940, the first school 
for instructors in the making of surgical dressings for Virginia and 
adjoining states was held in Charlottesville, and the local Chapter 
was proud that Mrs. Carter was selected as instructor. 

Much later in the wa r, in July, 1944, the Chapter was thrilled 
by news that medical supplies produced by local R ed Cross workers 
had been received in Italy by the 8th Evacuation Hospital, the medi
cal unit which had been rec ruited in the University of Virginia Hos
pital. " We have just received a shipment of gauze and dressings 
which we were surprised and delighted to find was prepared by the 
Albemarle Chapter of the R ed Cross," Lieutenant Colonel E. C. 
Drash , a local physician who was helping to save the lives of wounded 
American servicemen, wrote in a letter to the local Chapter chairman. 
" We have used a vast quantity of gauze, w hich came from Chapters 
all over the United States . However, none of the previous shipments 
gave us the thrill this did. We have concrete proof that the people 
of Charlottesville and Albemarle County are really working to help 
bring the war to a successful close. The dressings prepared there are 
being used in the 8th Evacuation H ospital, now located just 3 miles 
from the German lin es, to bind up the wounds of American boys, 
some of whom are from Virginia." 1 

Throughout the year 1940 and a large part of 1941 most of the 
Chapter's activities related to wa r were in the production field. Yet 
the Chapter was still ve ry active in civilian relief, giving aid of vari
ous kinds to the ill and undernourished , supplying garments for the 
needy, paying for glasses and for tonsill ec tomies for school children, 
and providing corrective operations for adults when such operations 
would enable them to support their families. Gradually, as war 
responsibilities becam e greate r, these services were taken over by other 
organizations. 

In the fall of 1940 Mrs . Jam es Gordon Smith of Greenwood, 
vice-chairman of the Chapter and chairman of its V oluntee r Special 
Services, was invited by Norman Davis, chairman of the American 
Red Cross , and by Miss Mabel Boardman , chairman of the National 
Committee of Volunteer Spec ial Services , to become a member of the 
National Committee. As this committee included representatives 
from between thirty and forty of the more than 3,500 Chapters or-
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ganized throughout the United States, it was a signal honor for the 
Albemarle County Chapter to be represented among the chosen few. 

In May, 1941, Mrs. Smith was chosen to succeed John F. Faris, 
who declined renom ;nation, as chairman of the Albemarle County 
Chapter and was herself succeeded as director of Volunteer Special 
Services by Miss Mary Stamps White. By that time the necessity for 
the continuing expansion of ex;isting corps and the organization of 
new ones was becoming more apparent every day. M'ss White, with 
various corps chairmen , went immediately to work. 

The Motor Corps was required to have further training and prac
tice work. Earlier in 1941 , under the chairmanship of Mrs. John 
Maury, Jr., Motor Corps mempers were trained in sim pie motor 
mechanics. Later that year, when Mrs. Maury moved away and Miss 
Caroline Stuart became chairman, instruction in Standard and Ad
vanced First Aid, air raid precautions, map reading, and fire fighting 
were added to the training, and members were also required to drill. 
The idea of military drill was questioned by many and was a cause 
of great amusement to a few, but it was felt by Chapter officials that 
the discipline was important. No one knew what this group was 
facing, and the habit of taking orders promptly might have proved 
invaluable later. Incidentally, the local Motor Corps was the third 
in the nation to initiate such drills, which before the end of the war 
were required in all Red Cross chapters. When blackout drills were 
held in 1942-1944, the Motor Corps was always on hand, fulfilling 
difficult assignments with promptness and efficiency. On September 
9, 1942, Miss Stuart left Charlottesville for a period of training near 
Toronto, Canada , with the Canadian Women 's Transport. 

The Staff Assistance Corps was enlarged, and Mrs. Thomas S. 
Englar became its chairman. More women took the required train 
ing, and staff assistants became increasingly valuable as stenographers, 
typists, clerks, and receptionists in Red Cross offices, in workrooms, 
and in other civic and welfare organizations. 

Both branches of Production, namely, Sewing and Knitting and 
Surgical Dressings, were going full steam ahead. As very large quotas 
continued to come in, the chief problem in both of these services was 
to obtain more and more workers. The statistical report at the end 
of this chapter shows how well this ne2d was met. 

A Home Service Corps was organized with Mrs. N. T. Hildreth 
as chairman, in order to relieve Miss Beard of some necessary home 
visits, thereby giving her more time for other dut1es. 

The Canteen Corps, with Mrs. H. B. Mulholland as chairman, 
was organized and trained. Classes were held under a volunteer 
domestic science teacher, with special emphasis on mass feedings. This 
corps soon started to acquire practical experience in many ways which 
will be described later and which proved invaluable to the Chapter. 

The Nurse 's Aide Corps was also. organized and trained . Mi~f. 

i 
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Elizabeth A. Nolting became its chairman. Many other Red Cross 
Chapters had such units long before the war, but one did not seem to 
be needed in Charlottesville until it became apparent that war was 
coming and that the resulting exodus of nurses to the armed forces 
would be seriously felt by the local hospitals. Wheri it was decided 
that the time had come to organize this corps, the Chapter hardly 
knew where to start. The University Hospital was anxious to co
operate m the training, and a nurse was available for teaching, but 
how aides were to be procured was the question. Would there be 
women sufficiently interested to give up their leisure time, to face the 
hard work, sacrifice, and discipline which would be ahead of them? 
Miss Mary Stamps White, Mrs. Edwin Burton, and Miss Nolting 
went to work on recruitment, mostly by calling picked people on the 
telephone. The result was that in November, 1941, the first class 
went into training, and the day after Pearl Harbor twenty prospective 
aides, having finished their thirty-five hours of lecture and practice 
work, were in uniform ready to start their forty-five hours of pre
·liminary work in hospital wards. In January the first class was 
graduated and started a service which proved invaluable, especially to 
the badly understaffed hospitals. By September, 194 3, eight classes, 
aggregating approximately 18 5 workers, had been trained, and 140 
active Nurse's Aides, pledged to give 150 hours or more of work per 
year, were assisting in Charlottesville. Two years later the twelfth 
Nurse's Aide class was graduated; ten women were then presented 
with their caps and pins. 2 

When the Civilian Defense Council first came into the picture, its 
relationsh p with the Red Cross was not at all clear. Everything was 
moving so rapidly, and there were so many adjustments to be made, 
that many Red Cross workers were bewildered, particularly when 
faced with instructions which threatened confusing and wasteful 
duplication. However, through the cooperation of all concerned, the 
tangle was soon unravelled. Simplification of the problem was pro
moted because the Red Cross Volunteer Special Services chairman 
became also the executive secretary of Civilian Defense. After 
Pearl Harbor enemy air raids were expected on Washington or on the 
Atlantic Coast, and Charlottesville was designated as an evacuation 
center. It soon became clear that the Civilian Defense organization 
was to be in charge of relief operations in case of disaster due to enemy 
action and was to remain in charge until the Army took over the 
responsibility. All resources of the Red Cross were to be available. 
but th's organization's specific job would be to provide refugees with 
food, clothing, and temporary shelter. Dr. Harvey E. Jordan, Dean 
of the Medical School at the University of Virginia, was appointed 
chief medical offi~er of the local Civilian Defense Council, and chair
men of certain Red Cross services were included on his committee. 
The personnel of the council and of the Red Cross cooperated closely, 
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and elaborate and detailed plans for relief were worked out. Much 
credit goes to Sterling L. Williamson, chairman of the Disaster Pre
paredness Committee of the Chapter, for his excellent job in mobiliz
ing Red Cross services for possible emergency. Under the Civilian 
Defense disast'er organization were aligned the following Red Cross 
services: the Canteen Corps, which stood ready with available equip
ment to feed as many as 1,500 refugees: the Staff Assistance Corps , 
fifty-four of whom were specially trained to be in charge of registra
tion and information desks: th.: Motor Corps, which was prepared 
to provide a large part of the necessary transportation to and from 
any eastern city between Norfolk and Baltimore (besides the Red 
Cross cars, privately owned station wagons, with stretchers and first 
aid equipment, were to be available to the Motor Corps) : the Nurse's 
Aide Corps, which was prepared to assist trained nurses in emergency 
assignments: a Clothing Committee composed of dry goods merchants 
who had surveyed available supplies and were ready to furnish ade
quate clothing on short notice; and a Shelter Committee, which had 
arranged to house 700 people. It was understood that while the 
above committees were to be available to the Civilian Defense Coun
cil in case of encm y action, they would work under the Red Cross in 
case of sabotage or natural disaster, as would also members of the 
Civilian Defense medical squads. 

Perhaps the greatest expansion of any of the Chapter committees 
at that time was in the Committee on Safety Services. This commit
tee had been functioning for many years and was responsible for giv
ing instructions in first aid and in water safety. Under the leader
ship of Arthur V. Englert, chairman from 1939 to 1941, Char
lottesville police, firemen, and hundreds of private citizens were in
structed in first aid, and large numbers of people received certificates 
in water safety. When Englert moved away to live elsewhere and 
was succeeded by Walter S. Crenshaw, there was a greater demand 
for first aid instruction than ever before in Red Cross history. The 
local Civilian Defense Council required it for all air raid wardens, 
th? Red Cross required it in certain services, and there was a clamor 
among the general public for such training. .Crenshaw and a large 
group of instructors gave their time freely and generously, thereby 
making an enormous contribution, not only to people individually 
but also to all agencies cooperating in the protection of the horn, front. 

The scarcity of doctors and nurses was being felt more and more 
in the community, and the congestion in hospitals was very great. 
In order to give a small measure of relief in this problem, the Red 
Cross Home Nursing Committee, with Mrs. Mason S. Byrd as chair
man, and the Joint H.:alth Department organized and provided in
struction for many classes in home nursing, hoping that thereby wom
en would learn to care more intelligently for the sick in their own 
homes. Some of these classes, both white and Negro, were taught 
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by Mrs. Robert V. Funsten, Mrs. Fletcher Woodward, Mrs. John 
G. Yancey, Mrs. Grace White. and Mrs. Annie White, who very 
generously gave their time. 3 Later other volunteer trained nurses also 
undertook the task of instruction . All rendered to the comm unity a 
service the magnitude of which cannot be measured. Certificates were 
awarded to more than 656 graduates of this course. 

With the many increac.ed demands upon the Red Cross, the ques
tion of working space was becoming very serious. Many suitable 
rooms had been provided in the county for both branches of Produc
rion and for First Aid and Home Nursing classes, but in Charlottes
ville workrooms were becoming crowded and inadequate . Activities 
in the city were scattered in thirteen different rooms, which had been 
loaned by various organizations, and operations had become very dif
ficult. They would have necessarily been continued on a much re
stricted basis had it not been for the Charlottesville City Council, 
which, shortly after Pearl Harbor, voted to let the organization have 
the use of the old Midway School building for the duration of the 
war. Early in January, 1942 , the Red Cross moved in, and a new 
era in Chapter history began. Thereafter the local Chapter was never 
hampered by lack of space, and that fact undoubtedly played a great 
part in the record of achievement of the Albemarle County Chapter. 

In Dec-2mber, 1941, Dr. Carlisle S. Lentz, Superintendent of the 
University of Virginia Hospital, requested and obtained $1,000 from 
the Red Cross. and later the same amounts from both Charlottesville 
and Albemarle County, for the purchase of medical supplies to be 
held in readiness for victims of air raids. The greater part of this 
money was to be used for the establishment of a bank for liquid 
blood plasma which, as it required refrigeratiolJ, could be used only 
locally or in nearby places. Th;s bank was to be operated by the hos
pital staff but to belong to the Red Cross and to the county and city 
governments. 

The Civilian Defense Council assumed the responsibility of ob
taining donors and had general supervision over the project, but Red 
Cross volunteers, particularly Staff Assistants, gave many hours of 
work to help in assuring its success. This blood bank should not be 
confused with the Red Cross Blood Donor Service, mobile units of 
which visited this community during 1943-1945 to obtain dona
tions of blood to be converted into dried plasma for the United 
States armed forces. Details of the cooperative Civilian Defense blood 
bank have been discussed in the chapter on Civilian Defense. 

Shortly before moving into Midway School, the Albemarle County 
Chapter lost Miss Pauline Beard, who for six years had run the office, 
attended to Home Service, promoted all activities in the ~hapter, and, 
incidentally, picked up all loose ends. Her departure to accept a 
responsible position at Red Cross National Headquarters left the local 
Chapter feeling very much "on its own." However, her sister, Miss 
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Anne Beard, who replaced her. fitted very well into the position of 
executive secretary, and Miss Helen Wilson proved very valuable as 
her assistant. 

After the Chapter had been functioning for several months in its 
new quarters, demands for surgical dressings for our own armed forces 
became greater and greater. Mrs. Carter and her cohorts began to 
look with distress on their workers as they removed their uniforms 
and departed every day at about half-past twelve. It occurred to 
them that, if lunch were served in the building, the departing work
ers might stay and give at least an hour's more time and perhaps two. 
They appealed to the Canteen Corps, whose members not only re
sponded but also equipped and furnished a kitchen and dining room 
in the basement. These rooms were transferred from spots, of depress 
ing gloom into really cheerful gathering places . Lunches were served 
five days each week to all Red Cross workers who wanted to stay. 
These meals were uniformly good, showed originality and imagina
tion, and usually cost only twenty-five cents. While, theoretically, 
the Canteen Corps was not supposed to make money, they made it in 
spite of themselves and were able to make many notable contributions 
with their profits. These luncheons will be remembered with pleasure 
by many Red Cross workers. Not only did they serve their original 
purpose of enticing many of the Surgical Dressing ladies to remain a 
little longer, but they also proved to be excellent times for meetings, 
were a great convenience to all workers at Midway, and undoubtedly 
served a great purpose in promoting all Chapter services. 

In the summer of 194 2 some members of the Canteen Corps, under 
the leadership of Mrs. Charlotte Gildersleeve, began to serve light 
refreshments to traveling servicemen at the Chesapeake and Ohio Rail
way station. This was not a Red Cross project at the time , but a 
private enterprise of these ladies. Although they wanted it to come 
officially under the Red Cross, the undertaking was not then smiled 
upon by either the C. '0 0. Railway or the Red Cross Eastern Area 
office, and it had to be discontinued for a while. However, these 
women had demonstrated its worth, and the local Chapter became 
very anxious to establish an official station canteen, since an enormous 
number of servicemen en route to and from military or naval stations 
along the Atlantic coast traveled on the C. '0 0., wartime railway 
dining car facilities were inadequate, there were sometimes long waits 
between trains, and, also, because the men who had been served by 
Mrs. Gildersleeve's group had been very appreciative. Finally, after 
much correspondence and many meetings, all difficulties were cleared. 
The C. '0 0. Railway, managers of nearby restaurants, and the U. S. 
0., which under national policy had priority in all proposals for 
the establishment of station canteens, gave their unanimous approval. 
This resulted in the consent of the Eastern Area of the American Red 
Cross. The railroad not only approved, under certain proper condi-
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tions, but also loaned for this use its former ticket office. This room 
opened onto the platform and was ideal for the purpose. Mrs. Gil
dersleeve was anxious to help but not to assume the responsibility, 
so Mrs. Mulholland appointed Miss May Langhorne to direct the 
station canteen. From a small beginning in October, 1942, this can
teen grew into an efficiently managed organization which met all 
trains day and night, seven days a week, and dispensed to men and 
wom~n in military or naval uniform free coffee, cigarettes, dough
nuts, and cheer. The crowds of service personnel who eagerly gath
ered around the canteen windows and the many letters of apprecia
tion received convinced the few doubters that this enterprise was a 
morale builder of the first order. While the station canteen was in 
operation, 15 6 women gave time totaling more than 13,442 hours 
and served light refreshments to 307,592 service personnel. It was 
closed on February 15, 1946.4 

Late in 1942 and early in 194 3 the local Chapter suffered an alarm
ing epidemic of losses. Miss Anne Beard, who had become Mrs. 
Johnson Dennis, resigned as executive secretary and was replaced by 
Miss Marjorie Shepherd, and a large number of Albemarle volun
teers were seized with the very natural desire to go into the armed 
forces or Red Cross service overseas. Miss Mary Stamps White and 
Miss Elizabeth Nolting were among those who went abroad with 
the Red Cross, and Miss Caroline Stuart left with the same intention, 
although later developments prevented her from going. It hardly 
seemed possible that such excellent replacements as Mrs. Alfred Cha
nutin, Mrs. John McGavock, and Mrs. Charles Merriman should 
have been obtained as chairmen respectively of Volunteer Special 
Services, the Motor Corps, and the Nurse's Aide Corps. They kept 
up the excellent work of their predecessors, and all activities con
tinued to expand. 

Early in 194 3 the Army and Navy designated the Red Cross as 
their official agent for the enrollment of nurses. Miss Virginia 
Walker, Superintendent of Nurses at the University of Virginia Hos
pital, became chairman of the local Nurse Recruitment Committee. 
It had a rather large field, as the Albemarle County Chapter became 
the nurse recruitment center of fifteen surrounding counties. Miss 
Walker had been experiencing the difficulties which resulted from the 
shortage of nurses at home, but she went gallantly to work, know
ing that Army needs were more serious. (The Navy's quotas were 
not as large as the Army's and not so difficult to fill.) As a result of 
Miss Walker's endeavors, seventy-three nurses were enrolled for the 
armed forces. Fifty-nine of them served overseas. 

In June, 194 3, a mobile unit from the Red Cross Blood Donor 
Service in Washington, D. C., made its first visit to Charlottesville, 
and at last people of the community had the opportunity to give 
their blood for conversion into dried plasma for shipment overseas. 
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Months earlier, the Albemarle County Chapter had asked to be in
cluded in the itinerary of this service but had been assured that Char
lottesville was too far distant. The local Chapter was not happy 
about the situation, and this feeling was intensified by General Van
degrift's visit. Early that year, Robert E. Taylor, chairman of the 
local 1943 Red Cross War Fund Campaign, invited Major General 
A. A. Vandegrift of the United States Marine Corps, a native of 
Charlottesville, to come and open the local drive, and the community 
was greatly thrilled and honored when he accepted. The General had 
just returned from active duty in the South Pacific, and what he said 
about the important part blood plasma was playing in saving the 
lives of wounded men made many people here more than ever eager 
to give their blood . As it happened, the community did not have 
to wait very long. No doubt the critical status of the battlefront at 
that time and the urgent need for plasma caused the directors of this 
Washington service to relent. In May they sent a representative to 
help the local Red Cross Chapter to organize a blood donor center in 
Charlottesville. Mrs. Staige D. Blackford became chairman and 
formed an organization which developed great efficiency. The Uni
versity Baptist Church provided adequate space. Donors were ob
tained through the newspapers, by radio, and by personal solicitation. 
When the Mobile Blood Donor Service unit arrived, necessary equip
ment and volunteer workers were on hand, and the local quota of 
160 pints of blood a day for three days was met. The unit and its 
skillful and cooperative personnel came back to Charlottesville ap
proximately every other month for four-day periods through June, . 
1945. The visit scheduled for August of that year was cancelled 
because the Japanese had begun their peace overtures. In the winter 
of 1944 the location was changed to the Methodist Church, which 
was more convenient to most donors, and twice that year the unit 
made trips to Scottsville also. In order to protect the donors, phy
sical requirements were very rigid, and even with good preliminary 
work the committee had always to count on a number of rejections 
of persons who were willing but not able to spare some of their blood. 
Substitutes stood by, however, and usually the maximum daily quota 
was met. 

Residents of Charlottesville and Albemarle County, together with 
occasional delegations from other counties and students of the Uni
versity of Virginia, proved to be generous blood donors. In recog
nition of their first pint of blood, donors received bronze buttons, 
which were to be exchanged for silver buttons after their third dona
tion and for gold buttons after their fourth donation. An example 
of their faithfulness is to be found in the fact that in January, 1945, 
514 out of 582 persons offering blood were previous donors. 5 Fif
teen employees of the Charlott,esville post office volunteered to give 
blood, as did more than 200 students, including the entire member-
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ship of the local chapter of the Sigma Chi Fraternity. All told, 6,404 
pints of blood were collected in Charlottesville from volunteer donors, 
seventy of whom became members of the Gallon Club, having con
tributed one gallon or more of blood. Two Charlottesville mothers, 
Mrs. W. L. Lacey and Mrs. W. H. Smick, Sr., celebrated their sons' 
birthdays in February, 1944, by gifts of blood. Mrs. Lauris Nor- ~ 
stad, wife of one of the younger generals of the Army Air Corps 
serving in Italy, Mrs. J. E. Bell, and Nat R. Martin became charter 
members of the local Gallon Club. Staff Sergeant Robert V. Smith 
of Charlottesville, who had assisted the previous January in the first 
plasma transfusion ever attempted aboard a B-25 bomber, made a 
donation on October 13, 1944. The mobile unit of the Blood Donor 
Service happened to be in Charlottesville on D-Day, June 6, 1944. 
When the news of landings on the beachheads of Normandy came, a 
large number of people without appointments appeared and offered 
to give blood. Many of these had to be turned away, as there was 
not sufficient equipment to accommodate all of the would-be donors. 6 

Early in 1945 Mrs. William H. Laird became co-chairman of the 
committee in charge of this service locally, and she, Mrs. Blackford, 
and their committee did an outstandingly good job. They were ably 
assisted by local volunteer nurses, as well as members of the Nurse's 
Aide, Canteen, Staff Assistance, and Motor Corps. Without all these, 
according to Mrs. Blackford, "we could never have succeeded." 

In October, 1943, the Camp and Hospital Committee was organ
ized. This committee was composed of about forty people, repre
sentatives of practically all civic and patriotic organizations in the 
community. Its purpose was to serve as a channel through which 
interested groups and individuals could contribute to the comfort and 
pleasure of the armed forces, particularly to that of the patients of 
the Woodrow Wilson General Hospital near Staunton, Virginia. 
This was in keeping with the general policy of the Army and Navy 
that such services should be channeled through the Red Cross. The 
Motor Corps made weekly trips to the hospital from the time it was 
opened in June, 1943, through March, 1946, carrying workers of 
this committee, personnel of other Red Cross services, and groups of 
entertaii:iers from other community organizations. Many gifts were 
made and uncounted entertainments arranged for the men at the 
Woodrow Wilson Hospital. and a much appreciated garden project 
was sponsored and beautifully carried out there by Mrs. Theodore 
Hough. This committee also arranged for the entertainment in Char
lottesville of groups of men from Camp Pickett and from the Wood
row Wilson Hospital. Luncheon was served to these visiting se~vice
men by the Canteen Corps, sometimes in the Midway School dining 
room and sometimes on the grounds of Monticello. The committee 
also furnished eight sun rooms and gave 1,006 stockings or other 
containers filled with Christmas presents to soldiers at the Woodrow 
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Wilson Hospital. In addition, it provided recreational and other 
equipment for the use of American guards at the White Hall Prison 
Camp. Robert E. Taylor, Miss Jennette Rustin, and Miss Nan Crow 
served successive! y as chairmen of the group. 7 

Throughout the war the Disaster Preparedness Committee was 
ready and waiting to go into action, but its services were needed in 
only one major instance. Then it responded so quickly and efficiently 
that the Chapter received a letter of commendation from the Eastern 
Area office of the Red Cross. On Sunday morning, September 26, 
194 3, a trainload of German prisoners was wrecked near Shadwell. 
The engineer and the fireman were both killed. Fifteen others, in
cluding both prisoners and their guards, were injured. The Red Cross 
ambulance with first aid equipment reached the scene promptly. Red 
Cross stretchers proved particularly useful, because the wheeled 
stretchers of commercial ambulances could not be used on the steep 
hillside. The Motor Corps helped with the transportation of the 
wounded. Although it was Sunday morning, Mrs. Mulholland and 
members of the Canteen Corps were able to comply with the request 
of the commanding officer for lunch. In about an hour they were 
on the scene with 1,200 sandwiches, coffee, fruit, and water, which 
they dispensed from behind a fence, as they were not allowed to 
approach the prisoners. 8 

By 1944 calls for Home Service were increasing to such an extent 
that they tended to overshadow everything else in the executive 
office of the local Chapter. To fulfill these calls is a charter respon
sibility of the Red Cross, and, of course, must be done. Mrs. N. 
T. Hildreth had moved away, and Mrs. Mason Byrd had assumed 
the chairmanship of the Home Service Corps. Under her leadership 
a group of eight specially selected women was given a fifty-hour 
training course by Miss Marjorie Shepherd, and they were certified 
as Home Service volunteers. Most of these and nine others sub
sequently trained remained in the corps and proved invaluable 
throughout the strenuous days ahead. At Miss Shepherd's request 
a Home Service Advisory Committee was organized with the Rev
erend Dudley A. Boogher, rector of St. Paul's Episcopal Church at 
Ivy, as its chairman. It met regularly, and the advice and sug
gestions of its members were of great benefit to the executive office. 

In the summer of 1944 Miss Shepherd, on the advice of her phy
sician, resigned. For several months the Chapter was _ without an 
Executive Secretary. However, Miss Helen Wilson, who had served 
as assistant to both Miss Shepherd and her predecessor, Mrs. Fenner 
Baker, the office secretary, the Home Service Corps, and the Staff 
Assistants Corps stood manfully by, and before long the Chapter 
obtained in the executive secretaryship the services of Mrs. Albert 
Wright, who held this position throughout the remainder of the 
war. By 1944 it was obvious that the Executive Secretary and the 
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chairman of the Home Service Committee should be distinct, and 
after Mrs. Wright assumed her duties the separation took place, 
with Miss Wilson installed in quarters across the hall as Home 
Service Secretary. The result was much less confusion and more 
time for the Executive Secretary to give to other services. 

However, even then, but for the assistance of the Home Service vol
unteers in making visits, in taking office calls, and in proving them
selves generally useful, twenty-four hours a day would have been 
insufficient to permit the staff to attend to its large volume of work. 
As more and more of our men were made prisoners of war, it was 
thought advisable to have in the Home Service office someone who 
specialized in that subject. Mrs. Page Nelson, a recent addition to 
the staff, became the Chapter's specialist on information about pris
oners of war. The fact that her own son was a prisoner in Ger
many made her interest in the subject particularly vital; and her un
derstanding of what information and service a family in similar 
circumstances might want was very keen. Local Red Cross workers 
realized that they could not maintain the right kind of Home Serv
ice department if they became cut and dried and too efficiently sched
uled. Of course requests from the Army and Navy and other legiti
mate calls for aid had to be handled with dispatch, even when they 
involved long drives over almost impassable roads or long walks 
if the roads were impassable; and workers knew very well that Home 
Service had to be available night and day, including Sundays. But 
the workers also understood that human kindness is more important 
than schedules. Through the war years relatives of servicemen of 
all walks of life, representing all degrees of intelligence, were con
stantly in the office, wanting help, information, and encouragement. 
No one ever begrudged the time they took. Sometimes requests were 
made which could not be granted, but even then the aim was to give 
time and thought to helping each person with his problem and to 
have him leave happier and more satisfied than when he arrived. 9 

In 1945 Dr. David C. Wilson, head of the Department of Psy
chiatry at the University of Virginia Hospital, told the other mem
bers of the Home Service Advisory Committee that many veterans 

- who had been discharged from the armed forces were in a be
wildered state of mind and needed a little help to enable them 
to face life. These men were not sick enough to be committed to 
mental hospitals, but they were on the borderline and might become 
so. He offered to hold a clinic at some place other than the hospital 
and said that he and members of his staff would volunteer their 
services, but he added that he would like to have a part-time secre
tary, a case worker, and a place in which the clinics could be held. 
All of these were provided by the Red Cross. At first, Mrs. Lewis 
K. Underhill, one of the Home Service volunteers, served as case 
worker, and afterwards Miss Helen Neve, who had re.cently joined 
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the staff, worked in that capacity. A total of 206 patients were seen 
at the clinic. As Dr. Wilson said when this work had been com
pleted, "The Red Cross performed a social service here of no small 
proportion. Undoubtedly a large number of these men would have 
become chronic invalids if not handled immediately." This clinic 
was operated from March, 1945, until August, 1946, at which time 
the work was so well covered by the Veterans Administration that 
Dr. Wilson's clinic ceased to be necessary. The Albemarle County 
Chapter of the Red Cross was very grateful to have been able to 
help, but to Dr. Wilson himself must go the credit for meeting 
what he termed "this community emergency."10 

In 1945 the Chapter organized for the first time a Hospital and 
Recreation Corps, commonly called "Gray Ladies" on account of 
their uniforms. This corps was formed in response to a request for 
that service from military authorities at the Woodrow Wilson General 
Hospital, and it was trained there. Under the chairmanship of Mrs. 
Charles Barham, Jr., fifteen "Gray Ladies" helped social and recrea
tional workers, manned the information desk in the Red Cross Build
ing, helped with the interior decoration of sun rooms, and generally 
spread good cheer in that institution dedicated to the repair and 
healing of wounded or sick soldiers. They served there until the 
hospital closed in 1946, and none of them seemed to mind the 
seventy miles which they traveled frequently to render this service.11 

The Public Relations Committee performed an important service 
in reporting Red Cross activities to the nine or ten thousand members 
of the Chapter and to the public at large. In addition, it thereby 
did much to maintain the excellent relationship which always existed 
between the Chapter and the community. This was made possible 
by the unfailing cooperation of the local newspapers, radio station, 
and theatres . In 1942 a mimeographed news report was distributed 
to workers every month. Publication of an interesting quarterly 
magazine, the Albemarle County Chapter News , was begun in 1944 
but was discontinued after the Japanese surrender the next year, 
when wartime demands upon the chapter began to become less press
ing .12 Mrs. Atcheson L. Hench, Mrs. Alfred Chanutin, and Mrs. 
Stuart Clement served as successive chairmen of this committee dur
ing the war years . 

The Red Cross Roll Call and War Fund Committees raised vast 
sums of money which , of course , played an essential part in Red 
Cross work with the armed forces, in relief at home and abroad, 
and in local Chapter activities. Obtaining the requested quota was 
never an easy undertaking, but the quotas were always oversubscribed 
because the drive chairmen and their unfaltering solicitors organized 
and prosecuted the campaigns efficiently. In their efforts they en
joyed the influential cooperation of the radio station, newspapers, 
business firms, and civic organizations, and they received generous 
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responses from public spirited citizens. 13 Particularly noteworthy 
was the speech with which Major General Alexander Archer Van
degrift opened the War Fund drive in 194 3. At a time when battle
front conditions were still fresh in the memory of this commander 
of the victorious Marines on Guadalcanal. he assured an admiring 
audience which filled the Lane High School auditorium that the 
"Red Cross performed wonderful service for my men in the Sol 
omons. It is worthy of all the support you can give it. " 14 

During these years the Junior Red Cross was doing much to live 
up to its pledge, " We believe in service to others, for our country, 
our community, and our school. in health of mind and body to fit 
us for greater service and for better human relationships throughout 
the world . We have joined the American Junior Red Cross to help 
achieve its aims by working together with its members everywhere 
in our own and other lands. " Mrs. John Gilmore and Mrs. Charles 
Henderson were successive! y the local Junior Red Cross chairmen 
during the war years. Under their leadership the Junior Red Cross 
grew and developed until almost the whole school population of 
Charlottesville and Albemarle County were members, either through 
contributions of money, however small , or by performance of some 
service. The Juniors made, or otherwise provided, thousands of 
useful gifts for children in this country and abroad, nor did they 
overlook the needs of servicemen in hospitals. They gave regularly 
to the National Children 's Fund, which has been maintained since 
1919 through voluntary subscriptions of Junior members for the 
purpose of helping to meet emergency needs of boys and >!iris 
throughout the world. They also assisted in war bond sales, iri Red 
Cross drives, in the enlistment of pledges for the Blood Donor Serv
ice, and in many other useful activities. 15 

Throughout the war the American Red Cross put great emphasis 
on the necessity of classes in nutrition. Food supplies were restricted , 
and no one knew how much more limited they would become. Con
sequently, teaching women to feed their families to better advantage 
on more abundant foods was another timely Red Cros~ s2rvice. 
Under the leadership of the local Nutrition Committee many women 
learned culinary fundamentals and wartime adaptations of basic 
menus. Certificates were issued to 5 72 graduates of nutrition classes 
during the two years of 1942-1944 in which Mrs. L. B. Snoddy 
was chairman of this committee. Under the chairmanship of he r 
successors , Mrs. L. P. Edwards and Mrs. Frank Burnley , the soecia1 
emphasis of the Nutrition Committee was on the lunch program for 
undernourished children in the county schools, the funds for which 
had for several years been appropriated by the Child Welfare As
sociation and administered by the executive office and the Staff As
sistance Corps of the Red Cross. In 1944 the Nutrition Committee 
too_k over the management of this program. It gave special attention 
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to planning menus which were both balanced and feasible under 
conditions existing in the county schools. 

Most of the committees and corps of the local Red Cross can re
port tangible results in their own respective projects, but from this 
viewpoint the Staff Assistance Corps is unique. It had no exclusive 
function of its own, but it contributed immeasurably to the success 
of all other subdivisions of the Chapter. Each of these recognizes its 
own distinctive debt of gratitude to members of the corps and to Mrs. 
Thomas S. Englar, Mrs. Harry L. Smith, and Mrs. Raymond Hunt, 
its wartime chairmen.16 

It would not be fitting to close this review of wartime services 
which were, in the aggregate, truly amazing, without a tribute to 
the salaried staff and the volunteer workers of the local Red Cross 
organization . The Albemarle County Chapter in wartime was a 
big organization. Its staff never exceeded five, but it enlisted more 
than 3,000 volunteers. Within seven years after the outbreak of 
the war in Europe over half a million recorded hours of service were 
given by members of the Volunteer Special Service Corps, and this 
figure may tell only half the story. It excludes many tens of thou
sands of hours of Volunteer Special Service work-hours which were 
freely given but which went unrecorded because people were more 
concerned about getting their jobs done than they were about getting 
all possible credit. Nor does this figure include the vast expenditures 
of time donated to Red Cross activities by Chapter officers, members 
of permanent committees, the Junior Red Cross, instructors, and 
Roll Call or War Fund solicitors. The Chapter has every reason to 
be proud of the wonderful spirit with which everyone worked to 
gether. The few little human frictions which arose were so small 
and so easily adjusted as not to be noteworthy. The prevailing · 
harmony in a large and cooperative membership was characterized 
by the unselfish devotion of the workers of the Albemarle County 
Chapter, their usual desire to do more than their part, and their largf: 
measure of understanding of the Red Cross ideals of service to 
humanity without regard for race, color, or creed. 
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A Tabular Summary of the Organization and Work of the Albemarle 
County Chapter, American Red Cross, 

September, 1939-September, 1945 

OFFICERS 

Dr. P. B. Barringer, H onorary Chairman 
John F. Faris. Chairman 
M rs. James Gordon Smith , Chairman 
Llewellyn Miller, Vice Chairman 
Mrs. James Gordon Smith, Vice Chairman 
Robert Coles, Vice Chairman . 
John F. Faris, Vice Chairman 
Clair F. Cassell, Vice Chairman 
Sterling L. Williamson, Vice Chairman . 
Robert E. Taylor, Vice Chairman. 
Hunter Perry, Vice Chairman 
Mrs. Francis C. Morgan, Secretary 
John F. Faris, Secretary. 
Mrs. Francis C. Morgan, Secretary 
Charles T. O'Neill. Treasurer 
Miss Pauline Beard, Executive Secretary 

until his 

Miss Anne Beard (Mrs. Johnson Dennis) , Executive Secretary 
Miss Marjorie Shepherd, E xecutive Secretary 
Mrs. Albert Wright, Executive Secretary 

ST ANDING COMMITTEES 

HOME SERVICE 

Miss Pauline Beard, Home Service Secretary 
Miss Anne Beard (Mrs. Johnson Drnnis), Home Service Secretary 
Miss Marjorie Shepherd , Home Service Secretary 
Miss Helen Wilson, Hom2 Service Secretary 

Seruices Rendered by the Committee 

To Army personnel 
To Nav y personnel 
To veterans 
To civilians 
Fulfilled requests from Army and Navy offi

cials for reports and in formation 

7,868 
2,717 
2,307 

455 

6,317 

death in 1941 
193 8.-1941 
1941 -

... 1939-1941 
1939-1941 
1941- 1942 

. 1941-1942 
1942-1945 

. 1942-1943 
1943-

. 1945-
1939-1942 
1942-1945 
1945-
1939-
1939-1941 

. 1941 - 194 3 
1943-1944 
1944- 1945 

1939-1941 
.194 1-1943 
1943-1944 
1944-

DISASTER PR EPAREDNESS 

Sterling L. Williamson, Chairman. 
W. A. Barksdale, Chairman 

1939- 1943; 1944-
. 1943-1944 

HOME NURSlNG 

Mrs. Mason S. Byrd, Chairman .. 
Mrs. J. Fred Harlan, Chairman. 
Mrs. Austin Kilham, Chairman. 

SAFETY SERVICES 

\Valter S. Crenshaw, Chairman. 
Mrs. J. H. Whiteman, Co -Chairman. 

First Aid instructors trained. 
First Aid instructors active. 
First Aid certificates issued 
Swimming certificates issued 
Life Saving certificates issued 

. . ... 1942-1943 
. ... 1943-1944 

213 
84 

7,890 
267 
426 

1944-

. . 1939-
1944-
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NURSE R ECRUITMENT 

Miss Virginia Walker, Chairman . 

Mrs. L. B. Snoddy, Chairman. 
Mrs. L. P. Edwards, Chairman 
Mrs. Frank Burnley, Chairman. 

NUTRITION 

BLOOD DONOR SERVICE 

Mrs. Staige D. Blackford, Chairman. 
Mrs. William H. Laird, Co-Chairman. 

CAMP AND HOSPITAL 

Robert E. Taylor, Chairman .. 
Miss Jennette Rustin, Chairman. 
Miss Nan Crow, Chairman. 

ROLL CALL AND WAR FUND 

143 

. 1943-

. 1942- 1944 
1944- 1945 

. 1945-

. .. 1943- 1945 
. 194 5-

1943-1944 
. 1944 -1 945 
1945-

Llewellyn Miller. Chairman Autumn. 1939 , Roll Call $ 7,061.63 
Robert Coles. Chairman . Autumn, 1940, Roll Call .. $ 8,512.62 
Letters mailed from office . . . Winter, 1941, Special War Relief Fund $ 6,891.73 
Clair Cassell, Chairman. . . Autumn , 1941. Roll Call $10,737.28 
William S. Hildreth. Chairman Winter, 1942, War Fund $15,993.21 
Robert E. Ta ylor , Chairman . . March, 1943, War Fund $38,069.65 
Hunter Perry, Chairman . ... March, 1944 , \Var Fund $58,264.57 
W. F. Souder, Chairman .March, 1945, War Fund .$68,045.00 

JUNIOR R ED CROSS 

Mrs. John A. Gilmore, Chairman. 
Mrs. Charles Henderson, Chairman . 

VOLUNTEER SPECIAL SERVICE CORPS 

Mrs. James Gordon Smith, Chairman. 
Miss Mary Stamps White, Chairman. 
Mrs. Alfred Chanutin, Chairman .. 

PRODUCTION CORPS-SEWING AND KNITTING 

Mrs. Isaac Walters, Chairman. 

Number of workers 929 
Hospital and foreign war relief garments 

sewn .. 30,982 
Knitted garments for United States armed 

forces and for foreign war relief 14. 7 84 
Kit bags for United States servicemen . 2,999 
Miscellaneous comfort articles. . 11,176 

Workrooms : 

Midway School, Charlottesville 
Westminster Presbyterian Church , Charlottesville 

Carter's Bridge Ivy 
Covesville Keswick 
Greenwood Proffit 

Scottsville 

1939-1944 
1944- 1945 

1939- 1941 
. .1941-1942 

. 1942-

. 193 9-
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PRODUCTION CORPS-SURGICAL DRESSINGS 

Mrs. Blakeley Carter, Chairman .. 

Number of workers 
Surgical dressings made 

Workrooms: 

2,498 
.. 5,687,430 

Midway School. Charlottesville 
Batesville 
Crozet 
Esmont 
Farmington 
Free Union 
Greenwood 
Holy Cross Mission 
Howardsville 

Ivy 
Keswick 

Miller School 
Red Hill 

St. John's Mission 
Scottsville 

Stony Point 
White Hall 

BRAILLE CORPS 

Miss Mary Harris , Chairman. 

Pages of reading matter transcribed for the 
blind 2,335 

(This service was discontinued by the American Red 
Cross in June, 1942.) 

MOTOR CORPS 

Miss Mary Stamps White , Chairman . 

. 193 9-

.1939- 1942 

.1939-1940 
Mrs. John Maury, Jr. , Chairman. . . ..... 1940-1941 
Miss Caroline Stuart, Chairman. 
Mrs. John F. McGavock, Chairman . 

NURSE "S AIDE CORPS 

Miss Elizabeth Nolting, Chairman. 
Mrs. Charles Merriman, Chairman 
Mrs. John Chadwick, Co-Chairman. 

. .. .. . .. .. .... 1941-1943 
. I 94 3-

. .1941 - 1943 
.... . ...... 1943-

. .. 194 5-

STAFF ASSISTANCE CORPS 

. . . 1939-1941 Mrs. Blakeley Carter, Chairman. 
Mrs. Thomas S. Englar, Chairman. 
Mrs. Harry L. Smith, Chairman 
Mrs. Raymond Hunt, Chairman .. 

. . .. . .. . . . . .. 1941-1943 

Number of workers certified . 6 9 
Hours of work given . . ...... more than 27 ,785 

Agencies assisted: 
All Red Cross services 
City and county ration boards 
Ration boards' price panels 
Ren t control office 
Selective Service boards 
Civilian Defense Council 
Joint Health Department 
Hospitals and clinics 

.. 1943-1944 
. 1944-

CANTEEN CORPS 

Mrs. H . B. Mulholland, Chairman. . ... . ... I 941-
Miss May Langhorne, Chairman for the C. 1:1 0. Canteen. . .1943--1946 

Number of workers trained and certified. . . . 100 

1 

j 
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HOME SERVICE CORPS 

Mrs. N. T. Hildreth, Chairman. 1941-1942 
. . 1944-Mrs. Mason S. Byrd, Chairman . 

HOSPITAL AND RECREATION CORPS (GRAY LADI ES) 

Mrs. Charles Barham , Jr., Chairman . . . 1945-

RESIDENTS OF CHARLOTTESVILLE AND ALBEMARLE COUNTY 
WHO BECAME RED CROSS WORKERS SERVING WITH 

THE ARMED FORCES OVERSEAS 

(NOTE : This list is appended, upon request , as a matter of interest 
only. The recruitment -of Red Cross workers for oversea s duty was 
not a function of the Albemarle County Chapter. This list is 
probably incomplete . ) 

Miss Patricia G. Baiz . .......... Staff assistant in service clubs in India 
(Mrs. Patrick V incent) 

Miss Gertrude Haugan. 

James F . Jones. 
Miss Katherine Marshall . 

Miss Muriel McMurdo . 

Edward Newman, Jr. 
Miss Elizabeth Nolting . 
Miss Ruth Risher 

. A secretary with the Red Cross in the Philip
pine Islands 

.. Field Director in Puerto Rico 
Served with a C!ubmobile in England and be

hind the lines in France, Belgium, and Ger
many 

... Staff assistant in north central Australia and in 
Leyte 

. . Club director in India 
. .. Hospital recreation worker m Indi-a and Chin3 

. Director of service clubs in Egypt 
(Mrs. John Wheeler-Bennett) 

Miss Harriet B. Sage .. Hospital recreation worker m New Caledonia 
(Mrs. E. Allen Drew) 

Miss Lucy Shields . 
C. C. Wells ... 

Miss Mary Stamps White . 

. ... Served in Africa and Sardinia 
. Assistant Field Director at Hawaii and for the 

Seventh Air Force at Oahu: Field Director at 
Saipan and Pelelieu 

. Staff assistant in service club in Edinburg, Scot 
land: Assistant Director and Acting Director 
of service .club in Northampton, England: in 
September, 1944, became Assistant Director 
and la ter Director of the Columbia Club in 
Paris: awarded the Arm y Bronze Star for 
outstanding merit 
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IX 

Providing Recreation and Relief 

Though war is inherently a sordid and selfish thing, it often 
serves to bring to the surface noble and generous impulses which 
may lie latent and untouched by less dramatic or spectacular events. 
During the Second World War this proved true with many people 
in Charlottesville and Albemarle County. Though they were living 
under greater pressures upon their time, energy, and money than 
ever before, their hearts went out sympathetically and their pocket
books were opened generously to other victims of the war whose 
lives were more seriously dislocated than their own. Their resultant 
services and charitable contributions can be divided into two fairly 
distinct types. One of these pertained chiefly to the fighters of the 
war-men who were uprooted from their homes, often lonesome , 
bored, and friendless. It took the form of giving them a cordial 
welcome whenever they were in the community, of affording them 
homelike comforts and atmosphere, and of making available to them 
wholesome and diverting kinds of entertainment. These functions 
became in time chiefly the responsibility of the local U . S. 0. Club, 
a community-operated facility which emerged gradually in response 
to local initiative and continued in cooperation with an international 
organization. The other type of local war charity responded es
pecially to the needs of civilians who had been oppressed by the war 
both at home and abroad . It found expression through many relief 
agencies. In several particulars the activities of the American Red 
Cross straddle this line of demarcation, and the wartime services 
of the Albemarle County Chapter of the Red Cross are recounted 
elsewhere in this volume. 

Recreation 
The United Service Organizations, Inc., was an interdenomina

tional union of six social service agencies, the Young Men's Christian 
Association, the Young Women's Christian Association, the Salva
tion Army, the National Travelers Aid Association, the National 
Catholic Community Service, ancl the National Jewish Welfare 
Board. Since they wete all interested in meeting needs of the men 
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and women of the United States armed forces which could best be 
filled by agencies other than the Federal government, they created the 
U. S. 0 . in February, 1941, as a means of coordinating their efforts.1 

One of the widely publicized services of the U. S. 0. was its pro• 
vision of groups of touring entertainers for the enjoyment of serv• 
icemen and servicewomen wherever throughout the world they found 
opportunities to relax awhile. At least two men and one young 
woman from Charlottesville were contributing to the success of 
U. S. 0. Camp Shows in the European Theater of Operations as 
the war approached its end. Richard Via, son of the Reverend and 
Mrs. Bernard S. Via, toured France, Belgium, Holland, and G~r
many for eight months as a member of the company of the play 
"Junior Miss." Edgar Mason, a native of Charlottesville who had 
gone into the worlds of t¾e stage and radio, arrived in Paris in 1945 
with the "Kiss and Tell" company. Each of these men was cited 
for his services to the U. S. 0. program overseas. 2 Miss Marjorie 
Mitchell of Charlottesville, an accomplished pianist, was another 
artist who entertained servicemen under auspices of the U. S. 0. 
During the winter of 1944-1945 she made long visits to military 
stations in Alaska and the Aleutian Islands . Later she began an 
extended tour of the European continent with a U. S. 0. Camp 
Show unit. 3 

Residents of Charlottesville and Albemarle County were not able 
to participate directly in the work of the U. S. 0. until long after 
the United States entered the war. Only one of the six constituent 
U. S. 0. agencies, the Salvation Army, was operating a local unit at 
that time, and the absence of any large cantonment of uniformed 
personnel in the vicinity meant that no U. S. 0. Club was required. 
A national campaign for gifts to the U. S. 0. in the autumn of 1941 
had not been locally a howling success ; a "concerted drive" for funds 
throughout a week had produced only $413.50 in cash from the city 
and county, which had been assigned a quota of $3 ,400, but there 
had been a lingering hope that several large contributions would 
transform these disappointing receipts into a respectable sum in four 
figures. 4 Probably many people of the community first became really 
acquainted with the U. S. 0 . in the spring of 1942 when it launched 
a War Fund campaign having greater popular appeal. Governor 
Colgate W. Darden, Jr., the honorary chairman of the drive for 
Virginia, and John Stewart Bryan of Richmond, state chairman, 
spoke to local solicitors. State S.enator John S. Battle of Charlottes
ville was one of Virginia's regional chairmen. Fred L. Watson 
served as chairman for the city, and W. A. Rinehart headed the 
county organization . In support of this appeal The Daily Progress 
printed information about the nature and program of the U. S. 0.5 

But already something akin to the U. S. O.'s interest in the wel
fare of servicemen had begun to emerge in the community, and even-
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tually it developed through an easy transition into an official U. S. 
0. Club. Under the leadership of Miss Nan Crow, chairman of the 
Recreation Committee of the local Civilian Defense Council, enter
tainment was afforded to transient servicemen and to local selectees 
who were awaiting induction into the armed forces. Soon after 
Pearl Harbor this committee, consisting of sixteen interested vol
unteers in addition to its chairman, announced that Christmas cards 
had been mailed to 15 8 draftees who could not return to their homes 
for the holidays and reported that each departing selectee was to re
ceive an individual gift .6 Charlottesville 's City Council, apparently 
in appreciative response to this start , promptly appropriated $25 
to supplement the committee's initial funds from other sources. 7 

By mid-summer of 1942 Miss Crow could report that a few hun
dred dollars had been spent for the entertainment of troops travel
ling in convoy, that meal tickets had been distributed to them , that 
cots and mattresses had been collected in the New Armory for their 
overnight use, that they had attended two dances, and that the pos
sibility of establishing a recreation and lounging room for transient 
men in uniform had been discussed. Moreover, the temporary needs 
of local selectees, who might be at loose ends while awaiting induc
tion, had not been overlooked. In February and again in May, 
1942, larg,e groups of selectees were dinner guests of local civic clubs. 8 

The Charlottesville Presbyterian Church offered facilities in its An
nex building at the corner of First and Market Streets for an after
noon recreation room for selectees. Staffed by volunteer hostesses, 
under the supervision of Miss Crow, this resort became a kind of 
miniature U . S. 0. lounge. To 7,000 white and Negro men who 
had time on their hands it made available during the last six months 
of 194 2 magazines , newspapers, postal cards, soft drinks, cigarettes, 
candy, and popsicles. 9 

During the last weeks of the summer and through part of the 
autumn of 1942 a revival of the armed forces' policy of granting 
two weeks of immediate leave to every new inductee made possible 
a renewal and enlargement of the shortlived plan for dinners in 
honor of departing servicemen which had been begun earlier in the 
year. The Recreation Committee of the Civilian Defense Council 
made arrangements for meals, several of which were held in the 
First Methodist Church of Charlottesville , the civic clubs took turns 
providing dinner programs, and these evenings were .made complete 
when the groups attended movies at the Paramount Theatre. Two 
such parties were planned each month, about two weeks apart, for 
each of the two races , white and Negro. The first dinner for Negro 
inductees was served in their First Baptist Church; eight selectees, 
three soldiers who were at home on furlough, and nine other persons 
enjoyed fried chicken and other delicacies before the usual movie that 
evemng. When it was found that gasoline rationing and other 
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transportation difficulties prevented many selectees in the county from 
accepting these invitations, they received instead farewell gift pack
ages at the time of their departure. Some other complimentary serv
ices rendered by the Recreation Committee before changing conditions 
caused a discontinuance of this program included the gift of a free 
newspaper subscription for three months to seventy-two draftees. 
Student officers of the School of Military Government at the U niver
sity of Virginia were also entertained upon at least four occasions 
during 1942-1943.10 

At just about the same time that it became impracticable to fete 
on such a grand scale servicemen who were leaving the community, 
opportunities began to present themselves for the entertainment of 
oi:her servicemen who were visitors to Charlottesville and Albemarle 
County. Ships of the British Navy which had met the enemy on 
the high seas and had not emerged unscathed from these encounters 
sometimes docked at Hampton Roads, Virginia, for repairs. Their bat
tle-weary sailors were often under these circumstances granted leaves 
of a week or longer. Direct railroad service between their temporary 
ports and Charlottesville meant that th€se British "tars" could prac
ticably travel inland to pass some of their time of waiting and to 
seek a refreshing change in the foothills of the Blue Ridge. Homes 
in both the county and the city were opened to them and to small 
contingjents of sailors of other nations throughout two and one
half years or longer. Local arrangements for this gesture of inter
national good will were directed successively by th€ Recreation Com
mittee of the Civilian Defense Council and by the U. S. 0. 

The first two British sailors who made such visits to Charlottes
ville arrived early in October, 1942. They were billeted in the New 
Armory and enjoyed themselves so much that they later wrote en
thusiastic expressions of appreciation.11 The third, a young veteran 
of seven years in the Royal Navy who had not been home for three 
years, remarked that the "country around Charlottesville reminds me 
very much of England." Being here, he said, was "next to visiting 
England. And the people here," he asserted gratefully, "are the very 
soul of hospitality. " 12 The society page of The Daily Progress listed 
one day in November, 1942, the names of twenty -one other British 
sailors and of their hosts and hostesses in eleven private homes of the 
city and of the county. Most of these visited Monticello and Ash 
Lawn, enjoyed a squar,e dance, and were given movie tickets and 
bowling passes. 13 Some two weeks later the local newspaper pub
lished a feature story based upon an interview with three Royal Navy 
guests who told harrowing tales of bombings and sinkings at sea. 
They all promised to return if they got another furlough within 
travelling distance of the community and assured the reporter that 
their shipmates had told them before they had left their ships, "If 
you want a grand leave, go to Charlottesville.·' 14 More than twenty 
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of the British sailors spent the Christmas season of 19 4 2 in the 
homes of city and county residents, were entertained two evenings by 
Christ Episcopal Church, and enjoyed other special parties. Plans 
for some of their shipmates who had been expected to arrive in 
time for New Year's Day were cancelled by a telegram from their 
port. 15 The chaplain of the damaged vessel to which many of these 
sailors were attached wrote, in part, "I have been tremendously 
touched by the wonderful welcome you have given our boys. I 
wish you could hear something of the enthusiasm with which they 
describe what they have seen and done during their leave. As you 
have discovered," he explained, "many of our boys have not had 
leave for around two years and this fact has heightened their appre
ciation at being made to feel so much at home again." The kind
ness of local hosts, he continued, "has done a great deal more than 
give your guests a good time. The insight gained in such a way can 
alone produce a . really genuine understanding between our two 
peoples. As a friend and admirer of the United States I have felt 
pleased that you have allowed our sailors to get a fairer perspective 
of American life than would otherwise have been possible." 16 

These British seamen were not the only visitors to Charlottesville 
who mailed complimentary letters when they had returned to east
ern ports. Ari enlisted man of the United States Navy who spent a 
week-end in Charlottesville proclaimed it the finest of many leaves 
which he and another serviceman had enjoyed during the eight 
months in which they had been stationed at Norfolk, Virginia, far 
from their homes. "We found your people to be very friendly and 
courteous," he wrote. "We were comfortably quartered in a hotel 
and ate excellent meals at about two-thirds the price that we have been 
used to paying." An employee of the hotel made a particularly favor
able impression. "When a hotel clerk says 'God bless you' as you leave 
the hotel, we have the feeling that humanity is still pretty good after 
all." The grateful sailor thought Charlottesville "charming enough 
in itself even if the University weren't there." With a candor charac
teristic of servicemen rather than because of any desir,e to make in 
vidious comparisons, he concluded, " It is refreshing to be able to 
visit a city like Charlottesville which is so different from what we ex
perience daily here. I think we both appreciated the Sunday quiet 
and noticed -the absence of hubbub. Your quaint old buildings are 
inspiring and your churches are particularly beautiful. We like 
your city and do not hesitate to say so. We will go on record as 
champions of Virginia in contrast to so many service men who judge 
the state unfairly , having seen only the Hampton Roads area." 17 

A full year elapsed after Pearl Harbor before the U. S. 0. 
name and insignia could be correctly used in connection with local 
recreational facilities or activities for servicemen. The last issue of 
The Daily Progress published in 1942 announced a cooperative new 
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service for military and civilian transients at the Union Station in 
Charlottesville. Appended inconspicuously to this article was a 
report that plans for a servicemen' s lounge were under considera
tion and that the U. S. 0. had granted permission to use the U. S. 
0. insignia in developing it. It was explained, however, that no 
U. S. 0. funds were then available to Charlottesville and that all 
financial requirements would consequently have to be raised locally.18 

Two weeks later it was revealed that the Old Armory, which served 
as the city's Recreation Center, was to undergo extensive renovations 
by way of making it an attractive and comfortable place of entertain
ment for servicemen. The City .Council promptly appropriated 
$1,200 for this purpose, and The Daily Progress editorially ap
proved this outlay.19 

The opening of the redecorated Old Armory in its new capacity 
on Saturday, February 20, 1943, was a gala occasion dignified by the 
presence of city officials and their wives. Aside from the attraction 
of an opportunity to inspect its facilities, the evening included a 
dance to which 300 Naval Flight Preparatory School cadets at the 
University and more than 200 young women of the community had 
been especially invited. Upholstered chairs, bookcases, rugs, and 
other furnishings had been donated by numerous individuals. Serv
ing as interior decorator, Miss Eleanor Hosey had stressed bright, 
masculine colors, predominantly blues and reds. ::.nd members of 
the Albemarle Art League had loaned some ot their paintings to 
decorate the walls. In its new role of service the building afforded 
a comfortably furnished main reading and lounging room, a snack 
room in which tea could be served, and a pretty, spacious dance hall. 
All residents of the community who missed the first festive evening 
in the newly refurnished quarters were specially invited to see them 
during eight "open house " hours of the following afternoon and 
evening. Indeed, Miss Nan Crow, who had been the chief leader in 
creating this new facility for recreation and in securing the blessings of 
the U. S. 0 . upon it, announced that it was not intended exclusively 
for servicemen and extended a welcome to civilians also. This was 
natural, considering her dual interest in uniformed personnel as 
chairman of the Recreation Committee of the local Civilian Defense 
Council and in civilians as director of the Recreation Department of 
the city government . And in view of the fact that the U. S. 0. had 
loaned its name but not yet invested any of its funds, the dual 
character of the revamped building's new community services was 
entirely proper. 20 

Soon after the excitement of the opening dance Miss Crow an
nounced a program of regular U. S. 0 . activities which had been 
agreed upon by the group of a dozen or more community leaders 
who had served as an advisory committee or policy-making board of 
directors. Women of various churches served in rotation as senior 
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hostesses in the building, which was open every morning, afternoon, 
and evening except Sunday mornings. Junior hostesses assisted them 
at especially busy times such as Saturday and Sunday afternoons. 
The chief feature of the program was a dance every Saturday night. 
These dances were directed and chaperoned by various men's and 
women's clubs in turn. Men of the Army School of Meteorology 
at the University of Virginia were the only servicemen invited to 
the second dance, February 2 7, 19 4 3, but thereafter all dances were 
open to all men in uniform. Parents were given assurance that their 
daughters who served as junior hostesses and dancing partners could 
do so only under the protective proprieties stipulated nationally by 
U. S. 0. policy-for example, they wne not to leave the building 
unless they were chaperoned. Transportation to their homes was 
provided by the clubs which supervised each dance, a detail for which 
the local War Price and Rationing Board specifically condoned the 
use of privately owned automobiles, the current ban on "pleasure 
driving" to the contrary notwithstanding. 21 

As the community Recreation Center the Old Armory continued, 
however, to maintain all of its regular civilian entertainment pro
gram. And in May and June, 1943, for example, after its facade 
had been repainted in white and blue colors in accordance with a 
design conceived by Frederick C. Disque, it played host contempo
raneously and in rapid succession to the annual spring exhibit of the 
Albemarle Art League, a special exhibit of water colors, a dramatic 
production and dance for Greek relief, a hillbilly dance open to the 
general public, and a dance for employees of Frank Ix and Sons, 
Inc., in celebration of their first Army-Navy "E" award. 22 

A widening understanding of the value of the U. S. 0. program 
is indicated by the fact that in June, 1943, the Albemarle County 
Board of Supervisors appropriated $50 to the organization as a gift. 23 

Financial support of a more regular kind and formal affiliation with 
the national U. S. 0. were gained at the end of the summer. Allot
ments in the annual U. S. 0. budget and a definite status as a com
munity-operated U. S. 0. Club meant twin advantages, for the organ
ization and program which had been growing and changing as local 
needs developed during the first twenty months of American partici
pation in the war. 

During these twenty months 1,432 packages had been given to 
local servicemen. Hosts had been found for a hundred British sail
ors and additional other visitors on leave. Free movie tickets had 
been issued to 5 0 8 transient and other servicemen, meal tickets to 
246, and bowling tickets to 100. Sightseeing trips had been ar
ranged for more than 100 men, and 415 servicemen travelling through 
the city in six military convoys had been entertained. During the 
six months since the Old Armory had been transformed into a 
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U.S. 0 . Club 3,281 servicemen had attended its dances, and Sunday 
afternoon recreation had been provided for 1, 0 5 7. 

Though the Recreation Department of the city government yielded 
to the cooperating U. S. 0. Club m;my of its services to the men of 
the armed forces , it continued to maintain two of them. Reports in 
Miss Crow 's office reveal that by January, 1946, a complimentary 
three months subscription to the local newspaper had been given to 
1,128 white and 223 Negro servicemen as they left the city and tht: 
county. Each unit of local government financed this gift to its own 
personnel. The number of free m eal tickets had mounted to 1,162, 
and 1,300 free movie tickets had been distributed. 

In the reorganization which accompanied the transition into direct 
affiliation with the U . S. 0., Louis Chauvenet became chairman of 
the local board of directors. He was supported by subordinate offi
cers, including Mrs. M. C. Stewart, secretary, and Fred L. Watson, 
treasurer, and by committees for the supervision of various divisions 
of the U. S. 0. program. 24 In November , 194 3, a U. S. 0. official 
came to Charlottesville to make a formal presentation of an official 
flag of the organization. 25 Though she had in a sense relinquished 
the reins to other hands , however, Miss Crow's continuing interest 
and help are attested by the fact that she attended a conference of 
U. S. 0. personnel in Richmond , Virginia, in the spring of 1944 
and brought back recommendations for an expanded program. And 
in its behalf she spoke to local audiences. 26 

In November, 1944, Mrs. Robert V. Funsten succeeded Chauvenet 
as the head of the U. S. 0. policy-making body, which was again 
reorganized, and Miss Louise 0 . Beall assumed the duties of executive 
secretary and treasurer , . becoming in a different way as much the cen
tral figure in later days as Miss Crow had been in earlier ones. 27 About 
a year later Captain Floyd Terry of the local Salvation Army suc
ceeded Mrs. Funsten a·s chairman. 28 Closer ties with the national 
U. S. 0. did not mean the elimination of local financial support. 
Collections and sales of waste paper and other salvageable material» 
by city trucks had brought into the treasury of the U. S. 0. Club 
and its predecessor recreation agencies a total of $1,898.26 by De
cember, 1943, and th e public was urged to continue its cooperation 
in the city 's salvage efforts as an indirect means of giving· more money 
to the U. S. 0. 29 

By 1944 marked increases were noted in the number of transient 
servicemen who availed themselves of the club's facilities. Beds, show
ers , and washbasins had been installed to increase its usefulness. 
Within a few months the number of overnight guests leaped from 
approximately 90 to about 250 per month, and some statistician 
began to record such details as how many of them shaved in the 
building. The Saturday night dances usually attracted a hundred or 
more men and about half as many junior hostesses , and square dances 
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were -added to the club's program. More than 200 junior hostesses 
had been qualified ; more than sixty senior hostesses and other volun
teers were actively engaged in the work. Thirteen of the junior 
hostesses were presented the U. S. 0. award of a pin and identification 
card at a formal dance in June, 1944, in recognition of fifty or more 
hours of service which they had given to the club. 30 

Full recompense for all the effort involved in successful manage
ment of an effective program was found in the form of appreciation 
frequently expressed by those for whom the recreation was planned . 
For example, two Seabees from northern states who were stationed 
at Camp Peary near Williamsburg, Virginia, wrote, "The way we 
were treated by everyone in Charlottesville, particularly the lady on 
duty at the U. S. 0 . at 8 P. M., Saturday evening, did a whole lot 
to restore our faith in what we had read about the South and its peo
ple. Your U. S. 0. stands way over those in other cities in Virginia 
we have visited, and your U. S. 0. dance on Saturday night was 
real en ioyment to a couole of lonesome and homesick 'Sea bees.' " 31 

Superimposed upon the U. S. O.'s regular entertainment program 
were various special demands to which it invariably responded. Qne 
of these was its continuation of the policy of welcoming to the com 
munity men of the navies of allies of the United States. In this 
service the U. S. 0. had the cooperation of the Recreation Depart
ment of Charlottesville's city government and of many people of 
the city and of the county. The groups of British sailor~ who had 
begun in October, 1942, to spend in the community their week or 
thereabouts of leave from ships which were under repair continued 
to flow into the city during the first several weeks of 194 3 while the 
Old Armorv was undergoing its transformation into a U. S. 0. 
Club In this period of the throes of the inauguration of the U. S. 0. 
in Charlottesville the Recreation Department was finding temporary 
homes for about fourteen new men of the Royal Navy who arrived 
every third day. 32 The society page of The Daily Progress an
nounced one afternoon in January, 1943, the names of twenty-six 
English sailors who had come from Norfolk, Virginia, to be during 
the past week honored guests in fourteen homes of the city and of 
the county. 33 The next month's visitors included five British sailors 
who came from a vessel docked in the Philadelphia Navy Yard.34 

Again in the fall and winter of 1944-45 householders of the com
munity were asked to open their homes to English "tars" who were 
exoected to arrive daily in groups of eight for placement in pairs in 
private homes. Characteristic of the Britishers were their liking for 
tea brewed very strong, their "attractive accents," and their prefer
ence in American music for "Bing rcrosbyl to Frankie rsinatra] ." 
One of them referred to the U. S. 0. as "The Ask and Ye Shall 
Receive ... All were grateful for the U. S. O.'s share in promoting 
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Anglo-American good will. but they were usually "more anxious 
for quiet home life than for parties and entertainment." 35 

One local hostess, Mrs. Roy Howard of Simeon, was so pleased 
over her experience in entertaining two of the Englishmen that she 
was inspired to broadcast her reactions to it through the medium 
of a signed letter to the editor of The Daily Progress. "The U. S. 0. 
in Charlottesville had asked for homes to be opened for British sea
men and we were in doubt whether to take any or not ," she con
fessed, "since we are busy farmers. We were anxious to help and 
had been told they were little trouble so we took two on short leave. 
We were so pleased with them that we telephoned for more. We 
were sent two seamen that had been in a h ospital and were given 
several days leave. They were so much pleasure to us that we hated 
to see the time come for them to leave. They told us so much of 
their homes in the British Isles and of different countries they had 
seen. One of the boys gained so much weight and his color im
proved so [much] that he hardly looked like the same person. It 
was gratifying to know that for our small trouble we had really 
helped our allies. The boys did not require any waiting on and 
were so helpful in every way, in fact they were a pleasure and not a 
bother. Our kind neighbors were so anxious to help and offered 
their eggs, cream, and anything that we did not have enough of . . .. 
Try taking some of these boys ," she advised all who might read 
her letter , enumerating three reasons for such hospitality, "the U. S. 
0. will appreciate it, the boys will enjoy it , and you will be more 
than thankful you could help. " 36 Mrs. Howard 's assert;on that sh e 
had asked the U. S. 0 . to send her more of the British sailors is 
substantiated by the fact that she was among fourteen hostesses who 
responded overnight to a new appeal issued by the U. S. 0 . a couple 
of months later. 37 

Nor were Britishers the only nationality which found that fur 
loughs in and near Charlottesville could be pleasant . Upon at least 
two occasions French sailors were entertained in the community. 
Through the U. S. 0. arrangements for a visit in Charlottesville 
were made for one pair of them who evidently thought local hos
pitality was famous enough to justify their writing to the city's 
mayor a request that they be invited into the home of "a family 
who would receive us for a few days." In their imperfect English 
they closed their wistful appeal, " If possible we like somebody who 
speak French."38 To another pair, who were spending their leave 
in an unidentified home at Greenwood, the language barrier seems 
to have been less of a handicap. Indeed , when they were interviewed 
at lunch with a Charlottesville girl, their compliments for all they 
observed hereabouts were quite as fluent as they were flattering. "It 
is a very nice country," they asserted, "pretty much the same as 
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southern France. And the girls, they are very pretty. Thanks to 
them, we are having a very good time. In fact, we like all Ameri
cans, because of their ideologies. After our ship is repaired, we will 
sail again to fight the J aps and the Germans. Vive L' Amerique ! 
Vive La France! " 39 

Various groups of servicemen and servicewomen of the United 
States were occasionally special guests of the local U. S. 0. Club. 
Approximately a hundred convalescent soldiers from the Woodrow 
Wilson General Hospital near Staunton, Virginia, were invited by the 
U. S. 0. one Saturday evening to see a production of the Gay Nineties 
melodrama, "Ten Nights in a Bar Room," and to enjoy its ~sual 
dance. The University of Virginia cooperated by giving them com
plimentary tickets to an intercollegiate football game at Scott Stadium 
that afternoon. 40 When a smaller group of convalescents from the 
Army hospital at Camp Pickett near Blackstone, Virginia, arrived 
for a sightseeing tour, the U. S. 0. added afternoon tea to the picnic 
lunch which had been served to them at Monticello by the local Red 
Cross. 41 More than fifty young ladies who came from an Army 
office in Washington, D. C., for a week-end of sightseeing were 
special guests at the Saturday night dance of that week, and upon 
another occasion the local U. S. 0. arranged a Sunday tour of local 
points of interest for thirty-six Navy women from the nation's capi
tal.42 The one contingent of nearby service personnel. soldiers whose 
duty was confining and prevented their being entertained as a group, 
was not overlooked. Since they could not come to it, the club took 
at least a part of the U. S. 0. to the guards of the German prisoner 
of war camp at White Hall by donating to them a radio, porch fur
niture, reading matter, and other comforts. In cooperation with the 
local Red Cross and other agencies the U. S. 0. Club saw to it that 
they had a homelike Christmas complete with decorations, lights 
for their tree, and a gift for each guard .43 When the end of the war 
came, the U. S. 0. was meeting still another need by serving as an 
information bureau through which service personnel and some civil
ians who were in the city for sightseeing or for other reasons could 
be directed to what had by then become one of the scarcest things 
in town, a room for rent. 44 

On May 20, 1945, twelve days after the surrender of Germany, 
the U. S. 0. sponsored the first of numerous memorial services in 
honor of the war dead of Charlottesville and Albemarle County who 
would not return from their varying duties in the Second World 
War. Practically all white and Negro organizations, club~. and 
groups of every kind were represented in this tribute, and citizens 
from every section of the community also attended the ceremony, 
which was held in the auditorium of Lane High School. All par
ticipated in appropriate exercises and saw the names of 110 service-
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men and servicewomen then known to have died emblazoned on a 
large gold star before the flags of the United Nations. 45 

During several months after firing ceased on distant battlefronts 
use of the local U. S. 0. facilities continued at a high level, but in 
the spring of 1946 there was observed a great decrease in the num
ber of servicemen who availed themselves of its services. The end of 
its role was obviously approaching. As it retreated from the center 
of the stage toward the wings, it made two final bows. Early in 
February, 1946, it entertained the general public and honored some 
of the volunteers who had contributed to its success by giving a 
Sunday afternoon birthday party in celebration of the fifth anni
versary of the organization of the national U. S. 0. 46 The final 
Saturday evening dance was held on May 25, 1946, and constituted 
a well attended and fitting public finale to three and one-half years 
of service since local use of the U. S. 0. name and insignia had been 
authorized. In a ceremony which preceded the dance Miss Louise 
0. Beall, who had been throughout approximately half of this period 
the mainstay of the organization, was presented with a corsage from 
the junior hostesses and a bracelet from the senior hostesses in 
appreciation of her leadership. Service pins were awardl?d to eight 
junior hostesses, fourteen senior hostesses, and six men who had 
contributed to the success of the organization many volunteer hours 
of willing work. Among these men were Captain Floyd Terry, the 
club's last chairman, and William Jackson, who had been its coun
sellor and committee chairman from the beginning in all matters 
relating to Negro servicemen. 47 Mrs. Robert V. Funsten and Mr. 
and Mrs. James F. Minor had previously received pins in recogni
tion of the more than 500 hours of service which each had donated. 48 

Those present at the final dance also heard a reading of a letter of 
praise and appreciation which had been received from Captain S. H. 
Hurt, commanding officer of the Navy V-12 unit of students at the 
University of Virginia, writing in behalf of servicemen who had 
regularly enjoyed the dances and other features of the U. S. 0. pro
gram. Referring to the "unselfish efforts" of the volunteers who 
had constantly welcomed the men of his command, Captain Hurt's 
letter concluded , "Now that these services no longer are required, I 
wish to say thank you and to add the Navy's traditional phrase, 
'Well done.' " 49 

Following this swan song dance , the club remained open for the 
accommodation of a few transients during the next two and one
half weeks. On June 15, 1946, it was closed, and five days later 
its board of directors assembled for their final session. 50 The building 
reverted to the use of the Recreation Department of the city gov
ernment. 

An incomplete but indicative conception of the extent of the local 
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U. S. 0. Club's services can be gained by pondering the meaning of 
the following eloquent statistics covering October 1, 194 3-A pril 3 0, 
1946. It had played host to a recorded total of 10,832 transient 
servicemen, of whom 2,624 had been overnight guests and 3,845 
had been accommodated for showers and shaves. Approximately 
1,000 , had been taken on sightseeing trips, and rental accommoda
tions had been found for 275 or more. Servicemen who attended 
dances and parties had numbered 19,508. The dances had been 
planned and supervised by as many as 3 9 5 persons, and dancers had 
been entertained by a total of 311 .iunior hostesses, who had served 
21,092 recorded hours. There had been 65 5 senior hostesses and 
other volunteers whose reported hours of service totaled 12,350. 
And, within this period of less than 1,000 days, a total of 39,788 
servicemen, volunteer workers, and visitors had entered the building 
and had found the cheer and relaxation which had become synony
mous throughout the world with the magical initials U. S. 0. 51 

Relief 
Bundles for Britain was the first war relief orn:anization to strike 

~ responsive chord in the hearts of the veovle of Charlottesville and 
Albemarle County after the German "blitzkri2g'' against France and 
near-capture of the British army at Dunkirk. The agency had been 
founded in the United States in December. 1939, for the vurnose of 
sending necessities and comforts to the people of the embattlerl ishnds 
which soon were so near to-and yet so far from-- the western limit 
of Nazi conquest. About the first of July, 1940, when it was begin
nincr to become clear that in the near future the Germans could leap 
the English Channel only in the comvaratively small numbers per
mitted by aerial transportation, the Charlottesville Branch of Bun
dles for Br.itain was organized to bolster British morale against the 
destructive air raids which were to follow the debacle in France. 

Mrs. Paul White came from the central office in New York City 
to assist in the organization of Bundles for Britain's local branch. 
She was welcomed by a group of women of the city and county in 
the home of 'Miss Ruth Risher (Mrs . John W. Wheeler-Bennett) 
on Oakhurst Circle in Charlottesville. · A Britisher born and bred, 
Mrs. Arthur Frank Macconochie of Farmington, was their undis
puted choice to serve as president of the local branch. Other officers 
elected included Mrs. William H. White, Jr., vice president; Miss 
Risher, secretary; Mrs. Edwin P. Lehman, corresponding secretary; 
and Harry Frazier, Jr~ treasurer. These selections remained un
changed throughout all or most of the war; Miss Risher retained 
her position even while serving with the American Red Cross in the 
Middle East. 52 

The basic and most constant service of the enthusiastic women of 
the Charlottesville Branch was the knitting of warm woolen cloth-

worldwartwoveterans.org 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



160 PURSUITS OF WAR 

ing for use across the Atlantic. Its members set up shop in the J. D. 
and J. S. Tilman department store. There knittiJ;J.g needles, wool, 
and knitting bags were distributed, and articles bearing the British 
coat of arms were sold. After about a year they moved their head
quarters into a Corner shop which had been secured rent free. Sweat
ers, socks, sea boots, scarves, and headgear were produced by as many 
as several hundred women at an average rate of about twenty-five 
per week throughout the war years. Some of these garments were 
given directly to British sailors when they visited in the community 
while their vessels were undergoing repairs. In a letter of thanks to 
Charlottesville and Albemarle workers of Bundles for Britain one 
of these men of the Royal Navy expressed his appreciation not only 
for the organization 's gift but also for the attitude of local residents 
toward the visiting Englishmen. "The thing that has touched us 
... who are so far away from our homes is the great kindness and 
friendliness shown to us ... : and when we get back to England you 
can rest assured that we [ will l take back an excellent report of the 
American people."53 Other locally knitted garments furnished emer
gency relief to British civilians who had been bombed out of their 
homes. The greater part of them, however, helped to clothe with 
comfortable accessories the men of Great Britain's armed forces scat
tered over widespread battlefronts, especially those stationed in cold 
and frigid areas. 

Supplementing daily work on the production of clothing for the 
British , the Charlottesville Branch of Bundles for Britain occasion
ally found opportunities to raise substantial sums of money for other 
specific needs of the English. A benefit reception was held at the 
Farmington Country Club on· August 2, 1940, in honor of the 
movie star Madeleine Carroll, a native of England who was then in 
the community for the filming of the technicolor motion picture 
"Virginia." Among other Britishers present were Lady Russell. 
author of Elizabeth and Her German Garden , and John W. Wheeler
Bennett, thorough student of the modern world. Through this 
reception the fledgling local Bundles for Britain group raised about 
$700. To meet what was then England's most crying need, this 
sum was devoted to the purchase of surgical instruments and medi
cal supplies. 

In the summer of 1940 the British-American Ambulance Corps, 
working through the national Bundles for Britain organization, 
began to solicit gifts for the purchase in the United States of sorely 
needed ambulances , which cost approximately $1,350 each. Mrs. 
William Hall Goodwin became chairman of the local ambulance 
drive and was photographed, together with other Bundles for Britain 
leaders, on East Main Street while standing in front -of a specially 
labelled automobile used in the promotion of donations for this 
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appealing cause. 54 Before the end of the war the local group had 
collected enough money for the shipment to England of four of 
these vehicles of mercy. 

Pummeled with destructive explosives from the air, Great Britain 
was also in urgent need of mobile canteens during the second half of 
the year 1940. These kitchens on wheels were used to carry hot food 
to stricken people in bombed cities. One of Albemarle County's most 
famous twentieth century daughters, Nancy Langhorne of "Mirador" 
near Greenwood, who had crossed the Atlantic to become Lady 
Astor and a member of the British Parliament, transmitted through 
her niece, Mrs. Ronald Tree of "Mirador," and Mrs. Chiswell 
Perkins a request that several mobile canteens be supplied by gifts 
from her native community. In support of this appeal Mrs. Mac
conochie delivered a stirring address over the local radio station, 
WCHV, on September 9 , 1940. She reminded her listeners, "We 
... can lay our heads on our pillows at night secure in the knowl
edge that our roofs will still be over us when we awake," and con
fidently expressed her conviction " that we want to continue to help 
the valiant people in Britain over whom the wrath of modern war
fare has burst in all its fury. " Referring to the "direct request" 
from England for rolling kitchens, she pledged that " all future do
nations to Bundles for Britain" received by the Charlottesville Branch 
would be allocated to the mobile kitchen fund "until we have 
reached our goal." The people of the community forthwith pro
vided adequate funds to make possible prompt shipment of five of 
these canteens. 

In a special dispatch to the Charlottesville Daily Progress a Brit
ish novelist, Elspeth Huxley, who had been a prewar visitor in the 
city, traced the result of another handshake across the sea. " It's a 
long way from Charlottesville, Virginia , to Malmesbury, Wiltshire, 
England," she wrote, "yet there's a link connecting the two. Some 
time back the Charlottesville chapter of Bundles for Britain made 
a very handsome gesture. They sent over the money to buy a mobile 
tea kitchen to serve lonely outposts of British soldiers and airmen. 
In due course the tea kitchen was built and equipped and became 
Mobile Tea Kitchen No . 833, attached to the Y. M. C. A.'s fleet . 
And it was put on the road in the Malmesbury area of Wiltshire 
where I live. So I've seen it on duty , and now I've been privileged 
to drive it on its rounds .... " 55 

A variety of special events followed the Madeleine Carroll recep
tion on the local Bundles for Britain calendar. John W . Wheeler
Bennett described "The Battle of Britain" to an impressed audience 
in Cabell Hall at the University of Virginia. His observations of 
the aerial peril to which England was exposed were of the graphic 
sort which only a recently returned eyewitness could have been capa-
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ble of revealing. A Christmas Fair was held at the Farmington 
Country Club to raise money. The Keswick Hunt Club gave a bene
fit horse show at " Beau Val." And in June, 1941, an auction of 
prized possessions donated by generous friends of the cause was held 
at Farmington. Antique furniture, boxwood, and thoroughbred 
puppies were among the items which went on the auction block and 
produced a revenue of about $750 . But there was also offered an 
exciting royal antique of a more surprising kind. The "Chips About 
Charlottesville" column of the local newspaper enthused over a de
tailed description of a genuine Irish linen undergarment- a chemise 
or slip- which had belonged to Queen Victoria and on which one 
could see the imperial crown done in fine red stitches. "We have 
heard of movie stars being mobbed by fans " and losing parts of their 
clothing, the awed columnist commented, "but think of being able 
to boast that you own the Queen 's slip."56 

When Lord Halifax , England 's ambassador to the United States, 
and Lady Halifax visited "Mirador" in 1941 , Mrs. Macconochie 
pinned a Bundles for Britain button on him. It was then revealed 
that several young English refugees, including a niece and a nephew 
of Queen Elizabeth , had been evacuated to "Mirador" and had 
resided there for some time. 57 

An announcement made by the Charlottesville Branch of Bundles 
for Britain at the end of its first year reported that the people of the 
community had contributed to it a total of $15,587.80. In addi- . 
tion to previously mentioned gifts which had been sent across the 
Atlantic, this sum had helped to provide three large payments to the 
Queen's Hospital for Children in London, two lots of new blankets, 
two consignments of new clothes, and twenty air raid shelter cots. 58 

Among many grateful letters of acknowledgment from England 
came one which was especially pleasing. On July 2, 1941, Mrs. 
Winston Churchill wrote from IO Downing Street to Mrs. Mac
conochie: "I have been told that the Chapter of [Bundles for Brit
ain in] Charlottesville, Virginia, of which you are President, has 
sent a substantial sum of money to the Queen 's Hospital for Chil 
dren , and as Honorary Sponsor for Bundles for Britain, I write to 
tell you how much we over here appreciate this and all your organi

,..zation is doing. We thank you for your generosity and for your 
thought and care for our people." ' 

After Pearl Harbor many Americans felt that efforts previously 
directed toward aid for England should be diverted to services for 
the armed forces of the United States. Indeed, a local unit of the 
new Bundles for America organization was established in Charlottes
ville with Mrs. Edward Gamble as president, assisted by Mrs. Rob 
ert Kent Gooch. Sharing the quarters of Bundles for Britain, it dis
pensed wool for the knitting of garments for American servicemen. 
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But Bundles for America did not supersede Bundles for Britain. 
Though she observed a decline in the number of her knitters, Mrs. 
Macconochie and her cohorts continued to maintain an active group 
until July, 1945.59 By then victory had been won in Europe, and 
there were no longer such desperate needs in the battered but un
bowed British Isles. 

In the period before American entry into the war there had also 
been in Charlottesville another British war relief organization inde
pendent of Bundles for Britain. Its original and special concern was 
Queen Charlotte 's Hospital in London.. This hospital had been 
founded long ago by the Queen Charlotte for whom the small and 
centrally located eighteenth century town in Albemarle County, Vir
ginia, was named. Some years before Hitler launched the German 
armies on their fateful rampage this institution had given a benefit 
ball with a colonial Charlottesville decor inspired by sketches which 
Mrs. James Keith Symmers of Charlottesville had drawn and sent to 
London for the occasion. When the hospital began to suffer German 
bomb damage, Mrs. Symmers received an appeal for aid. She en
listed the interest of others and soon had built a small but effective 
organization. Judge A. D. Dabney served as its president, Bernard 
P . Chamberlain as vice president, and Dr. W. D. Haden as treasurer. 
State .Senator John S. Battle, University President John Lloyd 
Newcomb, and other prominent citizens were members of its board 
or gave it their support. The chief achievement of this group was 
the raising of a substantial sum promptly donated to the hospital. 
One of its beds was thereby endowed and was named Charlottesville. 
Such transitory impulses of generosity are easily forgotten, and so 
events proved in this instance. Almost a year after England had 
last been bombed Mayor Roscoe S. Adams of Charlottesville re
ceived a letter of gratitude from a mother whose "bonny baby" had 
recently been born in Queen Charlotte's Hospital. As "one of the 
many mothers who have occupied the Charlottesville bed," she 
wanted to thank him "or whoever is responsible for the upkeep of 
the bed." His Honor the mayor and a local newspaper columnist 
could not recall or ascertain who should receive the appreciative 
mother 's thanks. 60 

Evidently spurred by its initial success, the group which had en
dowed the hospital bed was transformed during the autumn of 1941 
into an agency for more general British war relief. Jesse B. Wilson 
became president, and other officers retained their positions. Articles 
procured from British War Relief headquarters in New York City 
were sold for Britons' benefit, first in the 0. E. and C. L. Hawkins 
store downtown and then in the building which later became the 
University Cafeteria. Admittedly, the proceeds of the operation of 
this shop did not rival the income of the local branch of Bundles 
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for Britain, but this relief work was supplemented by the mailing 
of garden seeds and children's toys to hungry and tired victims of 
Nazi destruction in England. In good time the members of this 
group pooled their efforts with those of the Charlottesville Branch 
of Bundles for Britain in connection with a clothing collection cam
paign and willingly lost their separate identity. 61 

Early in the war , at the time of the Italian invasion of Greece, 
efforts were made in the United States through the Greek War Relief 
Association in New York City to alleviate suffering in that nation 
before the total occupation by German and Italian troops could be 
completed and all ports of entry closed. In this campaign the local 
organization was headed by Gus Gianakos as president. William 
Pappas was vice president and Nicholas V elle treasurer. The sum of 
$3,900 was raised. After a drive for the collection of used clothing 
in 1944 the American-Greek people of Charlottesville shipped a ton 
of usable garments. 62 

Nor did residents of the locality overlook the distress of the down
trodden Chinese, who had been fighting against a ruthless invader 
in an almost hopeless warfare longer than any of the world's embat
tled peoples. Upon request of United China Relief, Inc., the gift 
of $2,000 was asked of the community in 1942. The Business and 
Professional Women's Club, of which Mrs. Elizabeth Beard was 
then president, accepted the responsibility of equalling or excelling 
this amount. Almost as soon as the club made it known that money 
was needed for this cause, checks poured in without special solicita
tion, and the quota was promptly oversubscribed by ten per cent. 
Wendell Willkie, honorary president of United China Relief, con
gratulated the club by telegram upon its immediate success. Mrs. 
Beard also received an A ward of Recognition issued by the demo
cratic administration i-n China in appreciation of the community's 
assistance to its hard-pressed republican faction. Signed by Mayling 
Soong Chiang (Madame Chiang Kai Shek), this certificate of grati
tude was brought in 1943 to the United States in person by the 
wife of China's chief executive. 

There were uncounted numbers of organized and individual ef
forts to send clothing and food to various destinations where normal 
living had been disrupted by the iron hand of war. In the spring 
of 1944, for example, local Parent-Teacher Associations collected 
in the New Armory discarded garments donated in the "Share Your 
Clothes With Russia" campaign. Though the Anglo-American sec
ond front assault against northern Europe had not at that time been 
initiated and the Soviets had borne the chief brunt of the cost! y task 
of reversing Germany 's early successes, a day or two before the close 
of this drive receipts were described as being "ver_y light." The 
Charlottesville Ministerial Association endorsed six months later a 
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clothing collection in the city's churches for refugees who had been 
freed from the Nazi yoke. The appeal this time had emanated from 
the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration. That 
new agency was also to distribute the 3,000 cans of vegetables and 
fruits from the city and the county which were requested at the 
height of the vegetable garden season in 1945. The Charlottesville 
and Scottsville Canning Centers cooperated in preparing this contri
bution to foreign relief. 63 

The interdenominational group of white and Negro women in 
the Charlottesville branch of the United Council of Church Women 
did much after V-J Day to help families overseas whose destitute 
condition, which was then revealed for the first time in something 
approaching representatively stark perspective, shocked the world. 
News that many small babies utterly lacked proper clothing gave 
rise to a drive by American church women to ship a million diapers 
across the oceans. The women of Charlottesville sent 2,347 of them. 
Within the year 1946, in a room assigned to them in Christ Epis
copal Church, these women also gathered 2,740 pounds of clothing, 
counted up 2,115 pounds of tinned foods, assembled more than 
thirty kits each of which contained two dozen articles of clothing 
for small children, and collected $772.80 for the purchase of food 
in bulk. Mrs. W. Roy Mason was the leader in this work. 

Whenever and wherever the status of international mail delivery 
would permit the sending of individual packages to relatives or 
friends abroad, people in the locality would dispatch carefully se
lected and painstakingly wrapped parcels. About two years after 
firing ceased in Europe at least five packages were sent by unknown 
donors to . a total stranger in vanquished Germany. Mrs. Margarete 
Meissner of Hessen had written to Charlottesville asking for any spe
cial gifts available. Her appeal was broadcast with excellent results. 
The story of her success in making charity prevail over enmitv was 
deemed worthy of publication in a local newspaper column. Her ac
knowledgment read: "My English is not sufficient to express my and 
my five little ones' thanks for your wonderful parcels containing so 
many delicious things! We should have desired you could have 
seen our JOY. May God bless you! " 64 

A more personal and rewarding method of trying to counterbal
ance the deprivations of war in Europe was discovered by some local 
people. Through an international social service organization they 
assumed · financial responsibilities for French and Belgian children 
who had been orphaned and were being brought up in institutional 
homes across the Atlantic. Episcopalian women of Greenwood and 
Crozet thus adopted a three-year old Belgian boy, contributing $15 
per month for his support and showering him with presents. Four 
named women of the city and county took war orphans under their 
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individual wmgs. The foster parent of a ten year old French girl 
was pleased to receive letters from her protege. By way of explain
ing why she had undertaken something which might eas ily be a bur
den as well as a joy, this citizen of Charlottesville sa'id, "I feel we 
all ought to open our hearts to the worid ' s suffering in some way, 
and I hit upon this method." 65 And a good one it was, at that. 

In another and somewhat different type of charitable war relief 
Charlottesville provided Virginia's leadership in a nationwide effort. 
The American Library Association, the American Red Cross, and the 
United Service Organizations, Inc., launched on January 12, 1942, 
a Victory Book Campaign to supplement the government 's already 
existing library facilities for servicemen. Army camps, Navy bases, 
ships sailing the seven seas, U. S. 0. clubs, and other places where 
men in uniform congregated were in need, it was estimated, of 
10,000,000 books to provide their personnel with adequate reading 
matter of both technical and recreational sorts. Miss Mary Louise 
Dinwiddie, ass'.stant librarian of the Alderman Library of the Uni
versity of Virginia, served as director of the campaign in Virginia 
during the first war year. Within two weeks after Pearl Harbor, 
in advance of the opening of the drive, she had begun to make her 
plans. · Under her leadership a total of 36,956 volumes were col
lected and forwarded through proper channels to servicemen, who 
were ever hungry for something to read . Almost ten per cent of 
these-3, 16 9 books-were gathered at the Alderman Library alone. 66 

The Alderman Library also served the nation in an unpublicized 
capacity which remained highly secret until enemy air raids were no 

- longer feared and which has not even yet been broadcast in full and 
rich detail among the "now it can be told" stories of the war. In 
panicky days of shock which followed Pearl Harbor irreplaceable 
treasures of the Library of Congress were evacuated under the watch
ful eyes of formidable guard details to five locatlons which were 
thought to be safer from the possibility of enemy attack. More than 
two and one half years later, when they were brought back to the Dis
trict of Columbia, the Librarian of Congress found himself fa.irly 
bursting to break the news of a secret which a hundred or more 
Charlottesville and University people had helped him to keep. So 
eager was he to put on record his appreciation for indispensable co
operation that he intmduced the whole subject into his Annual Report 
for the past fiscal year, which had not at the time gone to press, 
rather than let it await its proper place in the Annual Report which 
he should write later for the fiscal year then current. His account 
of this evacuation omits mention of the multiple conferences, tele
phone calls , and letters between members of his staff, on the one hand, 
and Librarian Harry Clemons, University President John Lloyd 
Newcomb, and other University officials, on the otber. Nor did he 
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uolumes in the Alderman Library. 
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in a formal report indulge in what might have been colorful descrip
tions of the vicissitudes of travel between Washington, D. C., and 
Charlottesville, the midnight arrivals of guarded trucks which were 
almost furtively unloaded before dawn at the library, and the special 
provisions and adjustments which were made locally to permit the 
storage of unopened packing cases, to accommodate workmen when 
they needed to catch a few winks of sleep in the library building, or 
to arrange scores of incidentals-some of them as humorous as they 
were covert-which developed in the course of a very friendly and 
mutually pleasing cooperation. Nor does he reveal that the enormous 
manuscript collections entrusted to the University for dead storage 
were supplemented by the working collection of millions of cards 
which constitute the Union Catalog of the Library of Congress, 
the most valuable single research tool in the nation, which, together 
with its staff, was moved to new quarters in the Alderman Library 
and continued to grow more priceless throughout the ,period of its 
evacuation. But what the Librarian of Congress did say within 
the restrictions of his formality reveals by implication something of 
the atmosphere which surrounded all stages of this wartime removal 
and which permeated the thinking of local people who were "in the 
know" about the University's role as protector of an incalculable 
portion of the nation 's recorded heritage. What he wrote on this 
subject is of sufficient local interest to warrant republication: 

" The most important single fact about the recent history of the 
collections of the Library of Congress is a fact which belongs prop
erly in the Annual Report to be written a year from now. Our 
principal holdings, evacuated to five depositories in the interior of 
the continent immediately after Pearl Harbor, were returned to Wash
ington in August and September of 1944, two to three months after 
the landing on the Normandy coast. To wait for a year to signalize 
this event would sacrifice historical interest to the dictatorship of the 
calendar. Furthermore, those responsible for the transportation over 
the Blue Ridge and over the Alleghanies of 4,789 cases of books and 
manuscripts valued in uncountable millions of dollars should not be 
obliged to wait until spring of the year 1946 to read in the official 
report of the Librarian that their work was well done. 

"The Keeper of the Collections, Alvin W. Kremer, his assistant, 
Richard M. LaRoche, and their colleagues on the staff of the Library 
and on its guard force, carried throughout this period a responsibility 
as heavy, at least insofar as posterity is concerned, as that carried by 
military and governmental officials in any field. It may well be 
debated, now that the materials have been safely returned, whether 
or not they should ever have been sent. As to that, it can only be 
said that any man can be wise in retrospect and that problems of 
this character have a very different look to those responsible and to 
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those not responsible for their solution. In any case, the original 
move was made on the advice of the military authorities and with 
the counsel of a committee of the responsible custodial officers of the 
United States Government appointed for the 'Conservation of Cul
tural Resources' belonging to the Government. The materials were 
held at depositories approved by the military authorities, and it was 
not until an opinion of the Jo-int Chiefs of Staff had been obtained 
that the return to Washington of our greatest treasures was finally 
ordered. 

''The Library of Congress, and through the Library the people of 
the United States, are lastingly indebted to the institutions which 
freely and generously offered the use of storage space, which they 
could have employed to advantage themselves , for the safeguarding 
of our evacuated materials. During the period of evacuation refer
ence to the names and loeations of these depositories was forbidden 
under the code of voluntary censorship and by military regulation . 
It is now possible to announce that they were : the University of 
Virginia at Charlottesville, which permitted us to use valuable and 
highly protected space in its Alderman Library, including the Treas
ure Room of that Library, its Law Library and its School of En
gineering; Washington and Lee University at Lexington, which per
mitted us to use not only stack areas, but rooms as well in its Mc
Cormick Library ; Virginia Military Institute , also at Lexington, 
which provided large areas in its Preston Library ; Denison Univer
sity at Granville, Ohio, which made available space in its Library, 
in its Science and Life Building, and in its Chapel ; and the United 
States Bullion Depository at Fort Knox , where the Constitution of 
the United States, the Declaration of Independence, the Magna Carta, 
the Gutenberg Bible, the Articles of Confederation, the manuscripts 
of the Gettysburg Address and · the manuscript of Lincoln's Second 
Inaugural were guarded day and night throughout the entire period 
of their absence from Washington. 

"No mere acknowledgment of indebtedness, and no mere words 
of gratitude, can begin to express our sense of obligation to the offi
cers of these various institutions and to the librarians and custodians 
in immediate charge of the occupied space. Their patient and un 
complaining acceptance of the inevitable annoyances resulting from 
the presence of our 24-hour guards in their buildings and our piled 
up cases in their halls and stacks, speaks eloquently of their generosity, · 
their devotion, and-for no other word is wholly expressive-their 
patriotism. ' '67 

Prompted by the multiplicity of wartime appeals for foreign re
lief and the wartime necessity of the most efficient possible type of 
organization and operation in all local welfare work, the community 
achieved midway through the struggle a unification of the formerly 
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numerous requests for charitable contributions. The Charlottesville 
and Albemarle Community and War Fund was organized in the 
summer of 194 3. In its single annual solicitation for about a dozen 
local heal th and welfare agencies and for the local share of all nation
ally approved war relief services, as opposed to a score or more of 
separate annual money raising campaigns, there was implicit an 
obvious economy of time, energy, and money. Moreover, pro
grams of the local social service offices could be more closely coordi
nated, and a broader understanding of community integration 
evolved. And, in respect to the War Fund division of the new 
organization, the uneven results of sporadic peaks of enthusiasm 
and of special temporary efforts in behalf of one wartime charity or 
another were eliminated by a carefully considered national appor
tionment of all War Fund receipts among the U. S. 0. and many 
foreign relief organizations.68 

In a Virginia War Fund meeting in Richmond on June 8, 1943, 
State Senator John S. Battle, Dr. W. D. Haden, and Jack Rinehart 
represented Charlottesville. 6" The War Fund was allotted $32,800 
of the $73,685 goal of the first local Community and War Fund 
campaign, which was oversubscribed by $6,164 in the autumn of 
1943. Approximately $32,500 was given to the War Fund in each 
of the next three years, which saw successive objectives of $73,369, 
$80,369, and $76,375 exceeded by an average of about twenty
five per cent. 70 

When these generous annual contributions are added to the many 
indeterminable dollars which the people of Charlottesville and Albe
marle County had already donated to an incalculable number of 
war relief projects of every possible nature and scope, one can be 
pardoned for surprise that they did not themselves become objects 
of the charity of others. An inherent humanitarianism, readily 
touched by the plight of the world's unfortunates, seems to be the 
only satisfactory explanation for purse strings loosened so freely in 
an era of unprecedentedly high taxes and despite other inescapable 
financial pressures. 

worldwartwoveterans.org 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



X 

Guarding the Home Front 

When the peacetime protector of the Commonwealth, the Virginia 
National Guard , was called into Federal service supposedly for twelve 
months, it became necessary to organize a stop-gap unit to function 
pending the return of the Guardsmen. Therefore the Virginia Pro
tective Force was organized on February 3, 1941, to operate at the 
call of the Governor to quell domestic disturbances throughout the 
state. When it became evident that the Virginia National Guard was 
destined to be in the Army for the " duration " rather than to return 
after one year to its native state, the Protective Force assumed a more 
permanent cast and took on the additional function of protecting 
the Commonwealth . from sabotage and possible attacks by enemy 
troops. .Another defense organization, the Civil Air Patrol, sprang 
into being after Pearl Harbor and became the aerial guardian of 
the home front. Happily, these two organizations w ere never called 
on to be defenders of Charlottesville and Albemarle County. The 
fact that their very existence served as a deterring influence upon 

· potential fifth column activities justified their creation and con
tinuance; moreover, their numerous contributions to the cause of 
home front mobilization, in roles other than that of protector, 
demanded their perpetuation until the war's end. 

To the Virginia Protective Force was added the Virginia Reserve 
Militia, an organization founded on May 20, 1942, designed to 
protect the cities and counties in which the units were formed . To
gether the V .P .F. and the V.R.M. reached a strength of over 11.000 
men, the largest armed force ever commanded by a governor of 
Virginia. These two complementary groups drilled faithfully for 
the variety of tasks which could confront the voluntary defenders 
of the Commonwealth . The members gave unstintingly of their 
time and energy, performing vital guard missions until Army units 
or civilian agencies w ere prepared to take over, assisting in practice 
blackouts, and lending a martial air to patriotic gatherings and 
parades.1 
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Virginia State Guard 

Plans for the organization of the Charlottesville unit of the Vir
ginia Protective Force, Company 103, were in the making before the 
departure of the Monticello Guard . At the banquet for the Guard , 
just prior to its being called into Federal service, Captain Edward V. 
Walker, who had been designated to command the Charlottesville 
company of the new organization, told the Guardsmen that their 
places would be filled by the Virginia Protective Force during their 
absence. Walker announced a seven-man committee to enlist recruits 
for the new company , to be composed of a maximum of sixty. The 
popular zeal for the Protective Force became evident at an organiza
tional meeting, on February 10. 1941, when eighty applications for 
membership were received. A week later at a meeting at the Court 
House, forty men, the minimum number for a ccmpany, took the 
oath of enlistment administered by Captain Walker. The com
manding officer stated that he had submitted recommendations for 
James Philip Grove and Sterling L. Williamson to be first and second 
iirutenant~. respectively. On the night of March 3. 1941, Company 
103, Virginia Protective Force (the title was changed to Virginia 
State Guard in February, 1944) , with fifty-three members, was 
mustered into the service. Governor James H. Price, making an 
unexpected visit to the New Armory, praised Captain Walker and 
his companv on the enthusiasm demonstrated in the organization 
of the unit. 2 

The newly-created militia was not a " home guard" but rather 
was subject to duty throughout the state, just as had been true 
in the case of the National Guard. Also like the Guard, the arms 
for the Force were furnished by the War Deoartment. The men 
received no pay for their service but were required to meet two hours 
each w22k for drill and instruction Comoany 103 of the V.P.F. 
was outfitted originallv with a blue-gray uniform consist;ng of shirt. 
trousers, and mackinaw purchased with funds orovided by the city 
and the county. In April. 1942, the state allotted $18 ,000 for 
the purchase of summer uniforms of khaki. The di~tinl!uishing 
insi1:rnia was a shoulder patch, on which aooeared the Virginia state 
seal circled bv the words "Protective Force. " Later the words "Vir
ginia State Guard" were substituted thereon .3 

As the organization of the state militia was rouhded out, Char
lottesville wa5 designated as battalion headquarters for the 10th 
Battalion. Captain Walker was promoted to the rank of lieutenant 
colonel to command this newly-created unit , which was composed 
of companies in Charlottesville, Fredericksburg, Harrisonburg, and 
Staunton. Colonel Walker announced that Walter E. Fowler, Jr., 
who had formerly been a lieutenant in the Monticello Guard, had 
been made a captain in the V .P.F. and battalion adjutant. Louis 
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J. Matacia, one of the organizers of Company 103, became bat
talion sergeant major.4 

The men trained with a great deal of ardor, and after the first 
quarterly inspection Colonel Walker commented that "the company 
is in excellent condition, considering the fact that it has had four 
months training at one drill pe,r week, and is now ready to fulfill 
any obligation that may be imposed upon it."5 When Frank Ix, 
Jr., of Charlottesville presented the men with locally-manufactured 
neckties to be worn with their blue-gray uniforms, he stated that 
units of the type of Company 103 should cancel fear "from with
out or from within."6 

Throughout the summer of 1941 the training of the company 
continued with parades, schools, and maneuvers. Four represen
tatives from Company 103 and the 10th Battalion attended a two
day school at Virginia Military Institute during early July.7 The 
Fourth found the company participating in the Independence Day 
parade. The Monticello Guard returned from Fort George G. Meade, 
Maryland, for the event, which turned out to be a wet affair, as a 
sudden downpour caught the paraders. 8 Company 103 also re
ceived 'its share of promotions during the summer, for when Grove 
was raised to the rank of captain, WiUiamson was promoted to first 
lieutenant, and Charles L. Wingfield became the junior officer in 
the unit. 9 The summer's activities culminated in week-end ma
neuvers at Camp Albemarle, near Free Union. Regular Army dis
cipline was maintained with a schedule which included more than 
a little close order drill. Captain Grove took a platoon of his 
company to Free Union for a demonstration of problems in riot duty. 
Meanwhile a detachment under Lieutenant Wingfield captured the 
camp and the forces therein without arousing the camp guard under 
Sergeant Harry Craven. Some members of the company commented 
that they got more out of the maneuvers "than a month's training 
at the Armory."10 

During the fall and winter there was no letdown from the ac
tivities of the summer. The organizaticm of the 10th Battalion was 
rounded out by the formation of a medical section. Captain John 
F. McGavock, battalion surgeon, was assisted in his duties by seven 
enlisted men.11 The first assembly of the 10th Battalion was held 
at Scott Stadium during .the morning of the annual University of 
Virginia-Virginia Military Institute football game, which was at
tended that afternoon by the battalion as guests of the University 
of Virginia . The Adjutant General and other officials of Virginia 
were present that morning for the battalion's review and parade. 
Company 103 received its first call to active military duty when 
two men were detailed to guard the Armory each night as a pre
cautionary measure. Privates Jack Early and William C. Chamber-
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I 0th Battalion Staff , Virginia State Guard, poses for a portrait in 

March, 1945. 
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lain, Jr., first performed this duty on the night of December 10, 
1941.12 This assignment, coming close on the heels of Pearl Harbor, 
was shortly followed by a call for a nine-man, twenty-four hour 
guard of the University's Rouss Physical Laboratory. The detail 
came as a Christmas present to Company 103, for the duty was 
initiated on December 25 and continued for ?.pproximately ten days 
until a federal agency assumed the responsibility.13 Local curiosity 
as to the purpose of the guard was not relieved by the authorities , 
nor has it been to date. It is now known, however, that "impor
tant work on a high-speed centrifuge was done by J. W. Beams and 
others at the University of Virginia" in connection with the research 
in progress throughout the country on atomic energy.14 It is also 
known that fifty-seven University scientists received government 
certificates of commendation for wartime research. 15 It is ironic to · 
note how close some laymen came to guessing the nature and im
portance of the research, without realizing it, as is illustrated by 
an article in The Daily Progress. After commenting on the "Beams 
ultra high speed rotor," the article concluded, "Lest some get the 
impression th;it this amazing apparatus is responsible for the sentries 
it should be explained that it is not an instrument of destruction , 
but was built to aid medical researchers."16 

Beginning December 13 . 1941, and continuing through many 
months of 1942 three members of Company 103 served with men 
from the other companies of the 10th Battalion in maintaining a 
twenty-four hour guard over the str;itegic highway bridge spanning 
the Rappahannock between Fredericksburg and Falmouth. The 
men who volunteered for this critically important mission to vrotect 
che flow of arterial traffic of military convoys and war goods over 
U. S. Route One were John M. Henshaw, Charles L. Ryalls. and 
Junius T. Sutton. They remember long and cold nights of lonely 
service. 

The same year found the company maintaining its efficiency while 
performing rather routine duty. During a March blackout forty 
eight members of the company were assigned the duty of guarding 
the roads leading into the city and regulating traffic on them. The 
only untoward incident occurred when an unidentified and elusive 
car sped through both the V.P.F. and state police cordons at sev
enty miles per hour. City Manager Seth Burnley stated that all 
participants in the blackout " knew their duties and carried them 
out efficiently and thoroughly." 17 The Protective Force received an
other commendation after the Federal inspection in April. Major 
W. J. Sutton , of Third Corps Area Headquarters, stated that he w;is 
pleased with the personnel of both Company 103 and the 10th 
Battalion .18 

Summer was synonymous with training for the volunteers, as 
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June found ten men attending an intensive four-day training school 
at Virginia Military Institute . Shortly thereafter fourteen men de
parted for the Third Corps Area State Guard School at Garrett 
Park, Maryland.19 On July 21 it was announced in the Charlottes
ville newspaper that the well-trained Protective Force , the organiza 
tion designed to prevent subversive activity , had returned its 1917 
Enfield rifles to the Army but that the unit was "expecting" shot
guns. No sabotage occurred before Augn~t 15, when The Daily 
Progress ;mnounced that Company 103 was armed with fifty-seven 
shotguns ,md three submachineguns. 20 On August 7 the company 
was called on to guard the wreckage of an Army bomber which 
crashed in the Keswick area of the county. Aiding the police, the 
guard mingled with the numerous spectators who broke through 
the pathless forest to glimpse the wreckage. The duty of the Pro
tective Force became that of preventing souvenir hunters from dis
turbing parts of the plane, which had been scattered over a wide 
area. 21 

While the Marines, under General Alexander Archer Vandegrift , 
were struggling to maintain their toe bold in the Solomons , the 
Protective Force was bol~tered by the orP- anization of the Virginia 
Rrserve Militia. Popularlv known as the Minute Men , the members 
of the reserve unit were reauired to furnish their own arms and 
uniforms, but in this ontlav they had snm e financial aid frnm the 
city and the countv. They were not liable for service outside the 
countv. Edwin V. Copenhaver was the prime mover in organizing 
the Albemarle County unit, which was designated Company 2. 
The new comnanv, made up of seventy men who were mustered in 
on October 21, 1942 , bv Colonel Walker , was commanded by 
Captain Hunter Perry. Concurrently with the organization of the 
reserve unit in Albemarle. Randolph H. P erry was made a captain 
1n the V.P F. and assigned to the 10th Bittalion as Minute Man 
coordinatcr, rrsponsible for onranizing and training fourteen com
panies of the Virginia Reserve Militia in the battalion area. 22 

Drill , organizational problems, and commendations for a iob 
well done made up the local Protective Force pattern during the 
remainder of the fall and winter . After a quarterly inspection of 
the company in November, Colonel Walker witnesseq a field prob
lem in which the unit was dispersed to repulse a mythical landing 
of enemy troops. 

The limelight fell on the 10th Battalion when Brigadier General 
Edward E . Goodwyn , commander of the Virginia Protective Force, 
commended the unit for being the only such organization in the 
state which was at full strength during October. Changes in the 
personnel of the battalion included the promotion of Louis J. 
Matacia to captain with an assignment as adjutant when Walter 
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E. Fowler was inducted into Federal service. John Albert Payne, 
of Company 103, became battalion sergeant major. 23 

Officers and non-commissioned officers from all units in the 10th 
Battalion area gathered in Charlottesville in mid-February. In in
troducing Governor Colgate W. Darden, Jr., to the group, Brigadier 
General S. Gardner Waller, Adjutant General of Virginia, pointed 
out that, as commander of the Virginia Protective Force and the 
Virginia Reserve Militia, the executive had under his control more 
troops than any previous Virginia governor. In his address the 
Governor stated that, while an attack from abroad was still possible, 
the principal responsibility of the militia was to deal with untoward 
incidents in the Commonwealth. General Goodwyn described the 
10th Battalion as the outstanding battalion in the Protective Force, 
and he commended Company 103 on the attainment of a "superior" 
rating in a recent inspection . After the meeting the state officials 
observed a drill by Company 103, with the governor praising the 
members "for the devotion to duty indicated by the perfection of 
their drill." The Daily Progress commented editorially, "Company 
103's demonstration gave ample evidence that Virginia is prepared 
with a trained and disciplined force of a sort whose very existence 
should go far toward making its actual use unnecessary." The 
drill was all the more remarkable in the light of the fact that there 
had been a turnover of almost one hundred per cent in the personnel 
of the company since its inception. 24 

On February 19, 1943, a second company of Minute Men, rep
resenting the city of Charlottesville, was mustered into the service by 
Colonel \Valker as Company 404. Forty-seven men were present 
at the muster, in addition to three officers headed by Captain Gilbert 
S. Campbell. Both Companies 2 and 404 of the Virginia Reserve 
Militia were divided, by platoons and squads, into a geographical 
breakdown, in order that small units could ;issemble in their re
spective localities on short notice. The older of the two reserve 
organizations, Company 2, celebrated its first anniversary with the 
awarding of one-year service stripes to seventv-seven of its 138 mem
bers 20 Meanwhile Company 103 of tbe Virginia Protective Force 
continued its record of successful inspections, when a Third Service 
Command officer gave the unit a rating of "excellent," stating that 
he doubted if he would find a better company on his tour of 
inspection. 26 

When the name Protective Fo.rce was changed to the more ac
curately descriptive designation Virginia State Guard on February 
15, 19 44, the organization continued to function as before, with 
the summer witnessing both training camps and competitive drills 
for the members. In May, when five reserve companies gathered 
at the Municipal Airport near Gordonsville, Company 404 came 
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away with second honors in the drill competition. In an August 
assembly of the State Guard at the South River Picnic Grounds in 
the .Shenandoah National Park , Company l 04 of Fredericksburg 
bested Company I 03. 27 Earlier, three members of the local com
pany had attended a Third Service Command school at Fort Eustis , 
Virginia. 28 The climax to the summer's activities came in Septem
ber, when thirteen of the twenty-three Guard and Reserve units in 
the 10th Battalion area assembled in Charlottesville' s McIntire Park. 
Company 24 of Culpeper topped the other reserve units in the com
petitive drill. 

The chief feature of the day's program was the solving of a mili
tary problem by Company I 03. The Virqinia Guardsman described 
the maneuver in vivid detail. "The problem was to bring in, dead 
or alive, a dozen desperadoes hidden in the brush at the lower end 
of the Lane High School football field, scene of the mobilization. 
Proceeding North along the railroad track on the West side of the 
field, one squad of Guardsmen, under the command of Sgt. Jesse 
B. Wilson, reached the border of the undergrowth in which the out
laws lay hidden. Simultaneously another squad commanded by 
Sgt_ Sam !Sanfordl Bradbury moved stealthily along the Eastern 

· side of the field, hidden by the orchard across the road from the field. 
Shots, fired at unexpected intervals, from strategic points, threw the 
criminals off guard so that when a smoke screen was laid by Sgt. 
Wilson's detail from the windward side of the field, the two riot 
squads were able to converge unobserved by their quarry, whose 
bitter opposition was soon quelled bv the superior tactics of the well
drilled members of Company I 03 . Those few rioters who succeeded 
in breaking through the cordon of Guardsmen, were quickly cut 
down by expert gunfire and were brought in by the ambulance of 
the Tenth Battalion Medical Unit, under the command of Lt. Harry 
L. Smith. Jr., with Sg:t. \\Talter fS. l Crenshaw as Executive Offic:er 
and Sgt. Francis [V. l Riddick at the wheel. So deceptive was the 
execution of this entire operation, that no one, not even the umpires, 
could tell how it was done. In fact , an entirely different version 
might be forthcoming from those members of Company I 03 _who 
acted the part of the desperadoes, if Sgt. Bill [William B. ] Trevil
lian were to be asked , thus proving the advantage- or disadvantage, 
as the case may be-of a smoke screen. " 29 

Near the close of the year organizational changes again affected 
the personnel of the I 0th Battalion. On November I 5 it was an
nounced that Henry B. Goodloe, who had served as battalion execu
tive officer with the rank of major , had been promoted to lieutenant 
colonel. He was transferred from the battalion soon thereafter to 
the staff of General Goodwyn. Captain Grove was promoted to 
the rank of major and became Colonel Walker's new executive offi-
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cer. Charles L. Wingfield replaced Grove as the commander of 
Company 103. After four years only eighteen of the original mem
bers of the company remained in the State Guard. Of these only 
Sergeant Aubrey S. Hughes had a perfect drill-attendance record. 
Nevertheless, the Charlottesville company always ranked high among 
Gua_rd units in attendance at drill.3° · 

What was destined to be the last notable public gathering of the 
local companies occurred on April 22, 1945, when the reserve units 
participated in a statewide muster to commemorate the mustering 
of the Virginia militia in pre-Revolutionary times. Nearly 8,000 
officers and men gathered at various points throughout the state. 31 

At the 1945 annual meeting of the officers and non-commissioned 
officers in the battalion area, which consisted of fourteen counties 
and the cities therein, comprehending eighteen Virginia Reserve 
Militia -companies with a strength of over 2,000 officers and men 
and four Virginia State Guard companies with a strength of about 
25 0 officers and men, Governor Darden stated that he was ex
ceedingly grateful for the service the organization had rendered. Ad
dressing the assembled group in Charlottesville, the governor said, 
"Although it has not been a spectacular type of service, it means 
more when it is realized that I didn't have a living soul I could 
have called on in the event of an attack or public disorder except 
the two organizations. Governor Price did a good thing when 
he organized the Virginia Protective Force." 32 

An expansion of the local units occurred in 1945 when a head
quarters company for the 10th Battalion with a strength of ap
proximately sixty men was authorized. This company was com
manded by Captain Gilbert S. Campbell. It was mustered in on 
November 2, 1945.33 The same year saw a more realistic-step when, 
on September 26, quite soon after V-J Day, Company 404 of the 
Virginia Reserve Militia was demobilized. The men voted to keep 
the war baby alive in spirit by a yearly gathering.34 Interest in both 
the Reserve Militia and State Guard organizations had long tended 
to dwindle with each victory of the United States armed forces. 
With the victorious conclusion of the war, the necessity for the or
ganization diminished. Early in 1946, it was announced that all 
members of the Virginia State Guard who did not desire to become 
members of the National Guard would be relieved of duty June 
30, 1946.35 

The State Guard had one last fling during the period when a 
possibility of a strike by the employees of the Virginia Electric 
and Power Company alarmed the state. In order to avert the 
strike, scheduled for April l, 1946, Governor William M. Tuck 
issued an order drafting the company's employees into the unor
ganized state militia. Draft notices were served on the "VEPCO" 
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workers in Charlottesville by a special detail from Company I 03. 
Colonel Walker reported that only one worker made any apparent 
display of displeasure on receipt of the notice. When it was an
nounced that company and union officials had reached an agreement 
on -their differences, Governor Tuck rescinded his draft order. 36 

The original decision to disband the State Guard as of June 30, 
1946, was changed, but the Guard reverted to a semi-active status 
and many of the officers and men parted company with the organi
zation. Colonel Walker was succeeded by Colonel Goodloe as I 0th 
Battalion commander on that date. 37 On April 3, 1947, the re
organized Monticello Guard, with Captain Charles L. Mahanes 
commanding and First Lieutenant Edward V . Walker, Jr., as execu
tive officer, was inspected fo r Federal recognition at the New Armory, 
and it was announced that it was likely that the unit soon would 
be taken into the National Guard. 38 With its role as wartime pro
tector of the State fulfilled, the State Guard was demobilized April 
15, 1947. Thus it was that these home front defenders, who 
performed a job of which no one could have said anything but 
praise. turned back to the hands of the Monticello Guard the duty 
of protecting the community. When called on to perform a task, 
no matter how small or inconsequential, the members of the Virginia 
State Guard and Virginia Reserve Militia had done well. The mem
bers derived an even greater sense of satisfaction from the knowledge 
that their long hours of drill and their high state of preparedness 
afforded the state a sure source of protection during trying times. 

Civil Air Patrol 

Meantime the "eyes of Albemarle" had been far from idle during 
the war years. While the younger generation thrilled to the drone 
of P-40's and dreamed of bei:oming "hot pilots," the flying fathers, 
a group which had known the age of the aerial flivver, made up the 
home guard of the air for the community. These part-time aviators 
played an inconspicuous but important role in the drama of home 
defense, standing ready to fly doctors and nurses to disaster scenes, 
to locate downed aircraft, to train youngsters as future soldiers of 
the blue, and to perform various other missions in the common 
cause. 

The Charlottesville and Albemarle Civil Air Patrol Squadron was 
activated on May 24 , 1942, under the guidance of W. R. Franke, 
a professional aviator with over 2,000 hours of flying time to his 
credit. 39 In addition to Squadron Commander Franke, the officers 
appointed at the initial meeting included W. P. Kilgore , executive 
officer, Loyd W. Charlie, adjutant, Miss Marjorie Carver, assistant 
adjutant and public relations chairman, Frank Kaulback, intelligence 
officer, Dr. Arthur Eidelman, supply officer, and C. B. Lewis, com
munications officer.40 
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Membership in the Civil Air Patrol was not limited to aviators 
but included also persons interested in aviation. The national or
ganization had grown out· of a desire on the part of private flyers 
to make some contribution to the war effort. Thus it was not the 
purpose of the organization to train pilots, but rather to enhance 
the know ledge of those who had pilots' licenses and to stimulate 
non-pilots' interest in aviation. The ground instruction offered by 
the C.A.P. included courses in close order drill, first aid, meteorology, 
navigation, communications, formation flying, and theoretical ob
servation. 41 

The equipment at the University Airport42 adjacent to the Rivanna 
near Milton, home of the squadron, included eight privately-owned 
planes, in addition to ten light planes used in the Civilian Pilot 
Training Program, which were available for emergency use. 43 Be
sides Albemarle, ten other mid- Virginia counties came under the 
jurisdiction of the Squadron. Flights at Harrisonburg, Staunton, 
and 'Waynesboro, received their orders from the University Airport 
until October 21, 1943, when the Harrisonburg Flight was desig
nated a detached unit. 44 · 

Less than two weeks after its initial meeting the local Squadron 
scored a notable national first. In a mock air raid on the city of 
Charlottesville, the first civilian raid in the United States in which 
missiles were actually used, planes piloted by four C.A.P. members 
dropped weighted streamers carrying messages which informed the 
city's defenders of the damage each " bomb" had done. Forty of 
the streamers fell from planes at various points over the city. After 
the raid Civilian Defense Coordinator Seth Burnley stated that much 
useful information had been gained from the practice. A rather sad 
sequel came four days later when Civilian Defense headquarters 
issued a plea that the forty streamers be returned by forgetful or 
souvenir-hungry citizens. 45 

The flying activities of the Squadron continued throughout the 
summer and fall of 1942. In mid-July spectators craned their necks 
as Civil Air Patrol planes flew over the National Heroes' Day Parade, 
lending a dash of air power to the local scene. The first real test of 
the effectiveness of the unit in search and rescue work came when 
an Army B-26 bomber exploded in mid-air above the farm of Mrs. 
Kate Dabney in the Keswick area of the county. A Patrol plane 
took off from the airport, located the wreckage, and directed Com
mander Franke to the scene in his car. Both occupants of the Army 
plane had been killed in the explosion, but the Squadron proved 
its ability in locating the downed aircraft. 46 

Another important phase of the activity of the Squadron con
sisted of observing local biackouts. Commenting on the blackout 
of August 18, 1942, Commander Franke stated that the traffic 
signals were especially prominent during the alert period of the 
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blackout. 4' Always vigilant during times of threatened trouble, 
the Patrol stood by for any possible duty in connection with the 
flood of October, 19 4 2, until flying became impossible because the 
local airfield was covered by water. 48 For the remainder of the 
year the i'l.ying of the Patrol was limited, for the most part, to 
training flights and occasional search missions. 

One of the few members of the local Squadron to volunteer for 
active duty with the Civil Air Patrol elsewhere was Lieutenant Wil
liam P. Kilgore, who served for one month with the First Patrol 
Task Force, flying the anti-submarine patrol from Atlantic City, 
l'·kw Jersey. Later he again volunteered for duty with a Tow 
Target Squadron at Langley Field, Virginia.4~ 

By no means all of the work of the Civil Air Patrol was in the 
"wild blue yonder, " for the ground school classes early attracted 
the attention and interest of the flying civilians. First aid classes 
started in June, 1942, and by October fourteen of the members 
had received certificates from F. W. Early, instructor. 50 In July 
close order drill was initiated under James B. Ord, a United States 
Marine Corps Reserve officer. \Vhen Ord was called to active duty, 
he was replaced as drill master by Chief Specialist Bob Austin, 
United States Navy, ,vho was attached to the Naval R.O.T.C. unit 
at the University. Classes in navigation, map reading, and com
munications were conducted by Squadron officers. 51 

Plans for disaster relief also occupied the attention of the Squadron 
officers. The unit completed arrangements early in August, 1942, 
to cooperate with the University Hospital in flying doctors, nurses, 
and medical supplies to the scenes of accidents. Another aspect of 
the program of cooperation with the medical authorities involved 
the development of a package in which blood plasma could be 
dropped from a plane. It was felt that such a device would be of 
use in mountainous areas. 52 Almost a year' was required to develop 
a suitable method, but on July 25, 1943, plasma bottles filled with 
water were successfully dropped from planes with the aid of a 
paper parachute. 53 

In the fall of 194 2 a new phase of the Civil Air Patrol program 
was initiated which was to occupy more and more of the attention 
of local members. It was announced that each senior member of 
the C.A.P. was to sponsor a Cadet, a junior · or senior in high 
school, with the idea of nurturing his or her interest in aviation. 
On December 11, 1942, ten Lane High School students, the nucleus 
of the Cadet Corps, met with the Squadron.54 The membership 
increased throughout the winter, and a number of Cadets were on 
hand at the University Airport on February 21, 1943, during a 
practice mission when three planes searched the county for two 
targets outlined on open fields in lime. 55 
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The Cadet program assumed a new meaning when the Civil Air 
Patrol was transferred from the jurisdiction of the Office of Civilian 
Defense to the Army Air Forces in April, 194 3. More emphasis 
was placed on the program in order to provide pre-Aviation Cadet 
training for future Army and Navy flyers. During the summer of 
1944 approximately forty-five boys and eight girls enlisted in the 
C.A.P. Cadet program. Lieutenant William I. Nickles, instructor 
at Lane High School and Squadron Training Officer, was largely 
responsible for organizing and instructing the Cadets. Some of the 
training paralleled that given in the Army, and future flyers were 
permitted to omit certain phases of the Army training on the passage 
of examinations during their military careers. Twenty C.A.P. 
Cadets from Charlottesville thus became exempt from the service 
course in International Morse Code. 56 The value of the training 
offered was attested to by Seaman Second Class Ralph Britton, a 
former member, who wrote Miss Marjorie Carver that no one 
would know the real value of the experience until in the service. 
"I know the C.A.P. did a lot for me ," Britton continued. "Every
thing I learned there has been a help." 57 Cadet interest was stim
ulated by an offer of two hours of free flight instruction to the stu
dents with the highest grades in their Cadet courses. After the 
completion of the first of four fifty-hour periods of instruction, it 
was announced in November, 1944, that Bill Austin and Bobby 
Kirby had topped their classes. 58 

Meanwhile the membership of the Squadron was far from stable. 
Some members were drafted, and others moved from the city. On 
the death of C. B. ("Pat") Lewis early in 1943, the unit voted to 
designate itself the Lewis Squadron in his memory. 59 When Lieu
tenant Franke moved from Charlottesville in January, 1944, his 
place as commanding officer ,vas taken by Lieutenant Loyd W. 
Charlie, manager of the University Airport. 60 Among other 
changes in officer personnel was the replacing of Dr. Eidelman as 
supply officer by Henry C. Miller. When Lieutenant Kaulback went 
into the service, his place as Intelligence and -Personnel officer was 
taken by Clinton N. Wood. 61 

After Lieutenant Charlie took command of the Squadron, atten
tion was directed almost exclusively to the Cadet program. The 
training of the high school students during 1944 was the last major 
contribution of the Lewis Squadron. With the tide of battle turn
ing in favor of the Allies, this aerial group, like many another home 
defense organization, ha-cl answered its purpose. Lieutenant Nickle5 
took over as commander of the Squadron on March 19, 1945, 
merely to officiate at the last meeting of the organization less than 
three months later. 62 Lieutenant Colonel Allan C. Perkinson, Wing 
Commander for the State, visited Charlottesville on June 5, 1945, 
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to stimulate interest in the C.A.P. 63 It was evident, however, that 
the demand which had created the enthusiastic response to the pro
gram for more than three years was now lacking. The Lewis 
Squadron officers met at Lane High School on June 7, and the 
decision was reached that the Charlottesville C.A.P. unit should 
become inactive. 64 

Thus were folded the wings of an organization which had been 
as active within its realm as any in the city or county in preparing 
for home front emergencies. Fortunately, as in the happy instances 
of the local companies of the Virginia State Guard and Virginia 
Reserve Militia, such contingencies had never arisen, but effective 
war services had been rendered nevertheless. worldwartwoveterans.org 
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Mobilizing under Selective Service 

The first peacetime conscription law enacted in the United States 
was signed by President Roosevelt on September 16, 1940. It re
quired those men selected to serve for one year in the Army in order 
that the nation might have sufficient trained defenders in event of an 
emergency. The same day the President issued a proclamation 
directing all men between the ages of twenty-one and thirty-five, 
inclusive, to register for Selective Service on October 16. Local 
opinion was well expressed by Dr. George T. Starnes of the Univer
sity of Virginia in an address to the Business and Professional 
Women's Club of Charlottesville the same evening. Said he, "We 
have got to prepare for war against all possibilities. Everything has 
come so easy for Hitler so far that it is quite possible that he has 
ambition to conquer the whole world. The United States must 
carry on to completion its plan for defense, for it is a fight for our 
very existence. " 1 

A great deal of valuable preliminary work had been done in an
ticipation of the passage of the law, and plans for registration in 
Virginia took form quickly. Immediately upon the issuance of a 
proclamation by Governor James H. Price, the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth, Raymond L. Jackson of Charlottesville, moved 
to put the election machinery of the state into operation to assist 
the State Director of Selective Service, Lieutenant Colonel Mills F. 
Neal. The electoral boards in Albemarle County and Charlottesville 
were responsible for conducting the registration in their respective 
areas. Percy G. Dunn, secretary of the county board, E. Clinton 
\Vingfield, secretary of the city board, and F. Roy Early attended a 
"school" in Richmond at which Governor Price and other officials 
explained the terms of the Selective Service Act. Later, at the New 
County Office Building and the City Court House, similar meet
ings were held of the local volunteer workers who were to be 
registrars. 

On registration day brief, appropriate patriotic exercises were held 
in the schools, and then the children were dismissed. As a rule the 
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registration took place at schoolhouses and other regular election 
polling places, which were open from seven in the morning to nine 
at night . Generally the usual election officials were in charge, and 
teachers, together with other citizens who had volunteered, served 
as assistant registrars . Special registrars visited those in hospitals 
and others unable to attend at the places of registration. The young 
men flocked to the polls, most of them coming early. On cards the 
registrars recorded the preliminary information the government 
needed for the first peacetime draft. When this had been done, 
each man was given a card to be carried at all times as evidence 
that he had registered. Oddly enough, excluding University stu
dents, exactly the same number, 2,845, registered in the county as 
in the city. At the Rotunda there were registered 1,172 University 
of Virginia students from forty states, the · District of Columbia, 
and five foreign countries. 2 

By coincidence, on this day when approximately one -fifth of the 
male population of the community began to prepare for the fight 
to protect our liberty, the last payment was made on Monticello, 
and the home of Thomas Jefferson , the Apostle of Freedom, became 
a debt-free shrine.3 

Meanwhile, on the recommendation of Judge Lemuel F . Smith, 
members of the local Selective Service boards had been appointed 
by Governor Price. The Albemarle County Board originally con
sisted of R. 0. Hall , Keswick, chairman; Hugh Clark, Moorman' s 
River, and Richard H. Miller, Free Union. Dr. J. 0. Mundy was 
the physician and Edward V. Walker, appeal agent. The Charlottes
ville board originally consisted of R. A. Watson, chairman; Strother 
F. Hamm, and C. E. Moran . Dr. R. T. Ergenbright was the 
physician and Lyttelton Waddell, appeal agent . The draft board 
was the most important cog in the entire machinery of Selective 
Service. Its members were chosen on the basis of residence and 
character, rather than because of their professions or callings, and 
without regard to political, religious , or other affiliations. Like all 
other local Selective Service personnel except clerical assistants, they 
served without compensation. It was their duty to determine the 
status of each of their fellow citizens subject to military service. 
Applying complex national policies, they decided who should go 
into service and who should be deferred and remain at home. Their 
decision was based largely on the answers to a questionnaire filled 
in by each registrant and took into consideration both his fitness for 
military service and the importance of his work as a civilian in 
the local community. It was the duty of the examining physician 
to determine the physical condition of the registrants, while the ap
peal agent acted when necessary to protect the interests of the reg
istrant or of the government. 

Appointed at the same time was the district advisory board for 
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registrants in Albemarle, Greene, and Madison counties and the city 
of Charlottesville. Associated with Judge Lemuel F. Smith of the 
Circuit Court, who was chairman, were Bernard F. Chamberlain for 
Albemarle Countv, Judge A. D. Dabney for Charlottesville, John 
Morris for Greene County, and Norman G. Payne for Madison 
County. The principal job of the advisory board was to give 
advice and aid to registrants in properly preparing their question
naires for the draft board . In order to do this the advisory board 
appointed associate members in the various local commun'ities. Every 
attorney within the district volunteered his services, and to these 
were added some of the leading citizens in localities where attorneys 
were not resident. 4 

Charlottesville had also the medical advisory board for the coun
ties of Albemarle, Buckingham, Fluvanna, Greene, Nelson , and thr 
city of Charlottesville. It was made up of physicians with spe 
cialized knowledge who were able to give expert advice on the phys
ical condition of registrants whom local examiners considered doubt
ful or borderline cases. This board was originally composed of 
Dr. H. S. Hedges, chairman; Dr. David C. Wilson, Dr. William E. 
Brown, Dr. A. D. Hart, Dr. V. W. Archer, and Dr. D. C. Smith.5 

The local draft boards began at once to assign serial numbers, 
in anticipation of the national lottery on October 29 which would 
determine the order in which the registrants would become subject 
to call for a year's training with the Army. Soon lists giving serial 
numbers were posted at the New County Office Building and the 
New City Armory. Later they were printed in the newspapers. 
Among the names were a large number of "Woodrow Wilsons" 
and "Pershings", the war babies of the first World War. Also in
cluded were "Goldenlocks" and "John the Baptist. " 6 

When the lottery was held in Washington serial number 15 8 
was drawn first. In Albemarle County it had been assigned to 
Marion Jerome Wood, and in Charlottesville to Wilson Warner 
Cropp. These, unless deferred, stood first in order for compulsory 
induction into military service, but those eager to volunteer for their 
year of service were the first to go. Laurie K. Sandridge, Jr., of 
Crozet, who was to fight through the Normandy campaign as a 
lieutenant, was the first Selective Service volunteer in the county; 
but as he had recently injured his hand, he was deferred for several 
weeks, and William Cornelius Knipscher of North Garden was 
actually the first inductee from Albemarle. Henry Cecil Childress was 
the first inductee from Charlottesville. On November 28 Childress 
and Knipscher were given a send-off when they departed by train 
via Richmond for Fort George G. Meade, Maryland. Members 
of the city and county draft boards, the American Legion, and the 
Monticello Guard were among those who turned out with family 
and friends to wish them well. The first Negroes inducted locally, 
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Frank Sampson from the city and Rayfield Willer Taylor from 
the county, were also volunteers. 7 

The departure of the young men aroused some misgivings in 
parents and civic leaders. While it was expected that the military 
training would be wholesome, it was feared that other influences 
associated with camps would be evil. Paradoxically, the soldiers 
would at once be under military discipline and yet have more free
dom than ever before in their young lives. Editorially The Daily 
Progress pointed out that the manner in which the individual Selec
tive Service soldier would use this freedom would determine whether 
the end of the year would find him a better and more valuable citi
zen or whether he would return to his community with lowered 
character and ideals. It concluded , "A young man wpo has been 
taught to seek a high standard in civilian life will seek the same 
standard in army life. no matter what freedom he has and temp
tations he is offered." 8 

Some had misgivings from another quarter. At a meeting of the 
Lions Clubs of Charlottesville, Albemarle, and neighboring counties 
at the Monticello Hotel the speaker of the evening said, "I am in 
favor of assisting the Allies in every possible material and financial 
way but not with the young men of this nation .... We have the 
wonderful Gulf Stream that flows Northeastward from Florida to 
England. May it warm England with our sympathy but not with 
the blood of our fine American youth." Another side of the ques
tion was presented a few days later by an English refugee , Miss Sue 
Currv, who was visiting her uncle and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur 
W. Talcott at Keswick. "We feel. " she said, "that England is 
America's 'front line' and that we are in reality fighting your war." 
People generally agreed with the first spokesman, and only after 
some time did they realize that the United States could not escape 
active participation in the war. 9 

In February, 1941, a committee of the Parent-Teacher Associa
tion of Lane High School reported that it found military training 
inadvisable in the high school because the "present physical educa
tion program would be handicapped; it would be difficult to secure 
help from the military authorities due to the present emergency ; the 
citizens cannot assume the burden ; military training will be com
pulsory evrntually." A motion favoring adoption of military 
training at Lane High School failed to receive a second at the meet
ing. Nearly two years later military training was adopted at the 
Miller SchooJ.1° 

While the young men were being mobilized for training, all 
aliens in the United States were required to register. This did not 
include native born children of foreign parentage. When an English 
mother registered at the Charlottesville Post Office , she was much 
confused to find that her eldest child, born in this country, was not 
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required to register, while her youngest, born in South America, was. 
In all, 174 persons were registered locally between August 27 and 
December 26, • 1940. By far the greatest number of them came 
from Great Britain. Greece ranked second. The remainder in
cluded natives of many countries throughout the world, with no one 
country contributing a large number.11 

While Selective Service was beginning to mobilize individuals for 
a year's service with the Army, the Virginia National Guard was 
;:iJso preparing for induction into Federal service for a year's training. 
The Monticello Guard, which had a long and honorable history 
reaching back to "The Gentleman Volunteers of Albemarle" or
ganized in 1745,12 was among the units alerted early in October, 
1940. 

Originally it had been planned that the Virginia National Guard 
would be concentrated in Richmond about the middle of December 
before proceeding to Fort George G . Meade, Maryland, but after 
some uncertainty, which was occasioned particularly by construction 
delays at Fort Meade, the Monticello Guard was finally inducted 
into Federal service on February 3, 1941, at its own armory, where 
it remained until its departure for Fort Meade two weeks later.13 

Captain Marshall P. Fletcher commanded the loc al company, but 
during November and December he was attending the Infantry Staff 
Officers School at Fort Benning, Georgia, and the responsibility for 
preparing the unit for induction devolved upon First Lieutenant 
John A. Martin. Though Captain Fletcher returned to the com
pany before it went to Fort Meade, he did not long remain with it 
as he was shortly transferred to the staff of the 29th Division. 
Lieutenant Martin, who was subsequently promoted to captain, 
succeeded to the command of the company. The other officers of 
the Monticello Guard when it entered Federal service were Second 
Lieutenants Nathaniel T. Hildreth , Herbert A . Moore, Cecil E. 
Runkle, and George G. Weston. John P. Davis was the first ser
geant. 

When first alerted in October, 1940, the company had an en
rollment of seventy-eight men. A drive was begun to enlist ad
ditional men in order that the entire personnel might come from 
the local community rather than that its ranks should be filled by 
men transferred to it after the unit was inducted into Federal 
service. An office was opened in the Armory where Sergeant Davis 
enrolled selected recruits, but, on the other hand, the Guard suffered 
a number of losses due to discharges for various reasons. By Jan
uary 22 there were ninety-eight enlisted men enrolled, but sixteen 
vacancies remained to be filled in order to bring the company to its 
maximum strength.14 

On January 31 a farewell banquet for the Monticello Guard was 
held in the New City Armory, where plates were reserved for ap-
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proximatdy three hundred people. Randolph H . Perry, Secretary 
of the Chamber of Commerce and former Guardsman, was toast
master and presided over the elaborate program. Among the prin
cipal speakers were Judge Lemuel F. Smith, who spoke on behalf 
of the county and city governments , and Judge A. D. Dabney, who 
spoke on behalf of the civic organizations. Giving expression to 
the prevailing sentiment , Judge Dabney said, "You are not going 
forth to war. This move is an effort against war. If this same 
patriotic effort continues , there will be no war , because no one will 
dare attack ns. We seldom stop to think how fortunate we are 
in this country with all its opportunities as compared with the 
slavery and devastation in Europe." Pointing with justifiable pride 
to the caliber of the company's personnel, he continued, "You have 
a great heritage to live up to. Never in my experience in courts has 
a member of the Monticello Guard been before me for any de
linquency. So long as Monticello stands as a sentinel for freedom, 
just so long will there be a Guard ready to defend that heritage of 
freedom." A gala military ball with many additional guests fol
lowed the banquet. To music "sweet" and " hot" the Guardsmen, 
their partners, and their friends celebrated joyfully the beginning 
of a patriotic adventure.15 

At nine o'clock in the morning of February 3, 1941 , seven of
ficers and ninety-two enlisted men of the Monticello Guard reported 
to the New City Armory and were inducted into Federal service 
as Company K, 116th Infantry, 29th Division. Thereafter they 
led the life of a soldier. Reveille was at 5:30, breakfast at 6:15, 
drill at 7:00, dinner at 12:00, recall at 4:30 , supper at 5:50, and 
taps at 10: 00. They slept in the Armory and had their meals there. 
The daily training program included physical exercise, close order 
drill, and instruction in various other military subjects. Weather 
permitting, drills were held outdoors on the nearby East End Park
ing Lot, and spectators gathered on the Chesapeake and Ohio viaduct 
to watch. During these first days much of the time was taken up 
with physical examinations and other matters incidental to the 
entrance into Federal service. Some losses were sustained when 
members failed to pass the "physical." At last word came that 
a hundred-bed cantonment type hospital had been completed at 
Fort Meade and that the camp was now ready to receive the 29th 
Division. On February 19 at eleven o'clock in the morning the 
Reverend Dwight M. Chalmers, pastor of the Charlottesville Pres
byterian Church, made a farewell address to the men, and the 
next morning the company entrained at the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Railway station for Fort Meade. Three officers and eighty-eight 
men, commanded by Lieutenant Martin, left that day. Captain 
Fletcher. with t\vo lieutenants and two enlisted men, was already 
at Fort Meade.16 
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In the departing group that morning some may have anticipated 
that their training was a prelude to battle, but none could foresee 
the bloody trials of Omaha Beach and the long road from there into 
Germany. All were to find that their Monticello Guard Oath 
really meant something. Each had sworn: 

I pledge myself to serve my country and my community so 
long as I remain a member of this organization, and in token 
of my sincerity I have enlisted in a duly authorized Military 
Unit in the community. 

I furthermore pledge myself to protect the lives and property 
of my fellow citizens in this community, and in token of my 
:fidelity I now declare that I will give my life if need be in the 
performance of this duty. 

Lastly, I pledge myself, to each of my fellow members, to 
render to each of them all of the assistance, civil as well as 
military, that is within my power, and in token of my honesty 
I now subscribe my name as a member of the Monticello 
Guard. 

Eleven of the departing group were to give their lives in battle. 
By selfless devotion to duty one of these was to win the nation's 
highest award for valor before he fell preparing the way for the 
advance of others.17 

After the first excitement of getting the system into operation 
during the fall of 1940, Selective Service settled down to a more or 
less routine existence. First calls had been for only a very few men , 
but gradually the number receiving "Greetings from the President" 
increased until men left literally by the hundred . While a number 
volunteered for duty before they would normally have been sum
moned, the great majority awaited their turn and then went without 
comment. Some few objected to their classifications, and their ap
peals were heard by the Virginia Selective Service Board of Appeals 
No. 3 . One of four in the state of Virginia, it consisted originally 
of John R. Morris, chairman ; John L. Livers, and Dr. Staige D. 
Blackford, all of Charlottesville ; E. C. Davidson, Alexandria; and 
T. Russell Cather, Winchester. In 1942 Dr. Henry B . Mulholland 
of Charlottesville replaced Dr. Blackford, and in 1944 F. Roy Early 
of Charlottesville was added. Other changes did not involve local 
men. By June , 1941, it had heard 203 appeals arising in the twenty
seven counties of northern Virginia. 18 

The second Selective Service registration was held July 1, 1941. 
In the city 179 men and in the county 131, who had become 
twenty-on~ years old since the first registration, were enrolled by 
the board members, who did most of the work in this and subse
quent registrations. 

The increasing tempo of the war in Europe had some effect upon 
American thinking. In his Fourth of July address at Lane High 
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School, Justice J. Callan Brooks of the Civil and Police Court re
minded the citizens of Charlottesville that the "people of this nation 
cannot expect to remain free if they cease to be vigilant." 19 Before 
the end of the year the Japanese had struck at Pearl Harbor, tak
ing advantage of the nation's want of vigilance. An all-out war 
effort superseded everything else, and mobilization was stepped up. 

In January, 1942, great activity on the two floors above the 
Metropolitan Restaurant at 101 East Main Street, Charlottesville, 
was observed by the local citizenry, but in a great cloud of military 
secrecy questions went unanswered. It was only after the third 
selectee-loaded bus arrived that the Army officially announced what 
was alreadv generally known , that a regional center for conducting 
the physical examination of Selective Service registrants from north
western Virginia had been opened. Staffed by thirty or more of
ficers, clerks, doctors , and nurses , it 'Nas capable of processing ap
proximately one hundred registrants a day. Its establishment 
eliminated manv of the hardships which selectees suffered in the 
long jaunts to the Roanoke and Richmond induction centers. For
merly, knowing that once inducted he would have no time to settle 
his personal affairs . a man on being notified to report for ;nduction 
mi2:ht give up his iob, sell his car. and disoose of his home only 
to be told a few hours after reporting that he had been reiected for 
physical disabilities of which he had no previous knowledge. Un 
der the new system all men in the area were given a screening ex
amination in their home communities. After the expiration of 
their appeal time they were brought to the army examination center 
in Charlottesville for a final check, and then returned home to 
await orders from their local boards to report for induction. In 
March, 1943, the center in Charlottesville was closed, and its func
tions were taken over by the center in · Richmond. 20 

Ort February 16, 1942, the third registration enrolled all men 
aged twenty to forty-four not previously registered. There were 
1,950 from the county and 1,302 from the city. In the fourth 
registration two months later gray hair and bald heads predominated 
as the Albemarle County Board registered 2,203 men and the City 
Board 1,624 men between forty-five and sixty-five years old. It 
was not anticipated that this group would be called to military 
service, but rather that they should man the factories and farms 
of the nation. So it turned out, though no formal induction took 
place. 21 

It was a young man's war, and the fifth registration on June 30 
enrolled the youths of eighteen and nineteen. There were 421 from 
the city and 797 from the county. Among those from the county 
were abont 400 who regiscered from the University and 27 from 
the C.C.C. Camp. Finally, in December, 1942, there was initiated 
a system by which each man would register upon reaching his 
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eighteenth birthday. Thereafter the registration was a continuous 
process. 22 

The University of Virginia Medical School on March 2, 1942, 
was authorized to form the 8th Evacuation Hospital. Applications 
for commissions were submitted at once: and in time thirty-five doc
tors were accepted for the unit. Of these, twenty-six were grad
uates cif the University of Virginia Medical School, while others had 
served on thr. staff of the Medical School or Hospital. Their aver
age age w::is low, only thirty-one years. Dr. Staige D. blackford, 
Associate Professor of Internal Medicine, commissioned a lieutenant 
colonel, became unit director and was in charge of the medical staff. 
Dr. Everett Cato Drash, Associate Professor of Clinical Surgery, 
also commissioned a lieuten·ant colonel, was in charge of the surgical 
staff. The Reverend \Villiam H. Laird, Rector of St. Paul's Episco
pal Church, became chaplain of the group. Twenty-two of the 
nurses were recruited locally, but only Miss Helen Berkeley and 
Miss Dorothy D. Sandridge were natives of the local community. 
There was much ado over buying uniforms and otherwise preparing 
for departure. 

On June 24 orders were received directing personnel to report 
on July 1 at Pageland, South Carolina, where they were to undergo 
a six weeks training period with the 3rd Evacuation Hospital dur

. ing the Carolina Maneuvers. At the end of the maneuvers the 8th 
Evacuation Hospital was formally activated and moved to Fort Ben
ning, Georgia. Additional personnel, including doctors, nurses, and 
enlisted men necessary to bring the unit up to its authorized strength 
of 417, were assigned. Three weeks later the 8th Evacuation Hos
pital entered a staging area at Camp Kilmer. New Jersey. The 
train 'which carried the personnel north passed through Charlottes
ville without stopping. As the movement was secret, members of 
the unit were forbidden to communicate with friends and relatives. 
Nevertheless, a nurse surreptitiously dropped a note out of the win
dow. · It was picked up and delivered to the addressee, but only a 
limited ·number cif people were let in on the secret. A few wives 
of staff members left hurriedly for New York, but the newspaper 
reporters who got wind of the story did not print it until December. 
After six · weeks of speculation, rumors, restrictions, alerts, good
byes, and "last trips to New York" the 8th Evacuation Hospital 
sailed from Staten Island in November, 1942 , with the first support 
corivoy for troops invading North Africa. 23 

A fund of $4,035.42 had been raised by 122 friends of the 
hospital to be used for the benefit of the officers and nurses of the 
unit. Out of it were bought additional items of hospital equipment 
not fornished by the government, and · from it were made loans to 
personnel when Uncle Sam was slow coming across with the uni
form allowance. . About half of the fund had been expended by 
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the time the unit sailed. Later, when the Liberty ship on which 
all of the hospital's equipment had been loaded was sunk at Salerno 
during the invasion of Italy, the remainder of the fund was spent 
replacing those things which had been lost. An S O S was sent out 
to the friends of the hospital, and under the chairmanship of John 
R. Morris an additional $5,349.00 was ra'ised during January, 1944. 
When the hospital was deactivated, enough money remained to 
publish th e unit history. 24 

In peacetime Charlottesville had had a recruiting office, and with 
the advent of Selective Service it had become a recru'iting and in
duction center. Early in the war the Navy and Marine Corps had 
depended entirely upon voluntary enlistments, but by 1943, with 
the demand for men everywhere increasing, voluntary enlistment of 
men had been abolished except for seventeen-year-olds. On the 
other hand, beginning in 1942 recruiting drives for W AA C's, 
WAVE's, SPAR's, and Women Marines had been pushed. The 
first WAAC from Charlottesville, Miss Virginia Pond of Mon
ticello Road, left for Des Moines, Iowa, on September 12 , 1942. 
In September, 1943 , Mrs. Mary MarshaII Wood, descendant of Chief 
Justice John Marshall, and her seventeen°year-old son, Claude, vol
unteered on the same day. Mrs. Wood became a WAC officer can
didate and her son a Naval Aviation cadet. 25 

The increasing calls for men at last necessitated induction of 
pre-Pearl Harbor fathers in September, 1943 . At this time it was 
announced that 154,000 Virginians were serving in the armed 
forces of the nation. Of these 1.269 whites and 360 Negroes were 
from Charlottesville, and 1,044 whites and 289 Negroes were from 
Albemarle County. By March I. 1947, three and a half years 
later, the two local Selective Service boards had sent 2,181 white and 
592 Negro registrants from Charlottesville and 1,760 white and 540 
Negro registrants from Albemarle County into military or naval 
service . These figures do not include servicewomen and many men 
who served but who were never registrants. No figures are available 
for this group. Charlottesville with a population of 19,400 in 
1940 furnished 2 ,773 men through Selective Service, while Al
bemarle County with a population of 24,652 furnished only 2,300. 
This discrepancy was probably due to the fact that, while few in
dustrial workers were deferred , a relatively large number of farm 
workers were deferred. 26 

Though most men went willingly, the local community had 
its small share of draft dodgers, deserters, and A.W.O.L.'s from 
military service. From time to time these were picked up by the 
local police. In August , 1943, a soldier was given a ticket to a 
dance at the Armory and in a drawing won the grand prize, his 
choice of a horse and buggy or $200 in cash. He chose the money 
and went merrily on bis way. His luck changed next morning, 

worldwartwoveterans.org 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



MOBILIZING UNDER SELECTIVE SERVICE 195 

however, when the police heard the name of the prize winner. They 
recalled that they had orders to pick up a deserter by that name. 
Apprehended and returned to Drew Field, the soldier still bad in 
his possession the $200-, -or most of it. 27 

A more tragic case was that of an eighteen-year-old Virginia 
swain. Alerted for shipment to a combat area, a Marine over
stayed h'is leave from Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, in order to 
marry his sweetheart in Charlottesville. A few hours before the 
wedding the long arm of the law reached out and grabbed him. 
That night instead of honeymooning he languished in the city 
jail. The next morning the authorities relented long enough to al
low the wedding to take place before the Marine was hauled back 
to his base. On departing he declared that he was "all the more 
for getting this war over with in a hurry and then _ I'll come back 
home and go on my honeymoon." Six months later, fighting 
to make his dreams come true, he was fatally wounded in the attack 
on the Palau Islands. 28 

In January of 1945 about eighty Albemarle white registrants 
who had previously been deferred as necessary farm laborers were 
called for induction. They made the trip from Charlottesville to 
the induction center in Richmond in buses. Soon a scandal was be
ing whispered about. It was reported that thirty-seven aspirin boxes 
or bottles were found in a bus when it returned to Charlottesville. 
Conceivably an artificial heart condition could have been produced if 
a large number of aspirin tablets had been taken. An investigation 
followed which established that " a large aspirin bottle had been 
found in one of the buses." Three or four men who evinced rapid 
heart action when examined were directed to report for reexamina
tion. Other subterfuges, such as pepper in the eyes, were also used 
by a despicable few. 29 

With the surrender of Germany and Japan inductions under Se
lective Service began immediately to taper off, and on October 16 
were halted, though the draft boards continued to register and classi
fy men until March 31, 194 7, when the Charlottesville and the 
Albemarle County Selective Service boards finally went out of ex 
istence. However, for two months the board members continued to 
serve under the new United States Office of Selective Service Records. 

Beginning late in 1945 the Albemarle County and Charlottesville 
Selective Service Boards increasingly turned their attention to assist
ing the returning veterans. As veterans ' information centers they 
assisted returning servicemen in obtaining all rights and benefits to 
which they were entitled. Staff Sergeant John W. Taylor of Coves
ville was the first veteran released under the Army"s point system 
to secure employment through the United States Employment Office 
in Charlottesville. A member of the Monticello Guard, he had 
landed on Omaha Beach on D-Day. Two days later he won a 
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Silver Star when he and a buddy knocked out two Nazi machine
guns with a bazooka. Discharged on May 14, 1945, Taylor ap
plied for employment a week later expressing a preference for a job 
as auto mechanic, a position for which he had been trained wh"ile in 
in the Army. He was at once employed by MacGregor Motors, Inc., 
in Charlottesville. He immediately made good and remained perma
nently in their employ. 

The month after V-J Day, October, 1945, brought the reopening 
of Army recruiting offices. · A district headquarters for seventeen 
counties was established in the Charlottesville Post Office Building, 
and a campaign began to enlist soldiers for the peacetime army of 
occupation. On December 7 the Navy opened its recruiting station. 30 

The men from Charlottesville and Albemarle County in the 
armed forces were from the first a source of great local pride. Prac
tically every group in the community, civic or business, had its service 
flag or plaque. One of the most interesting service flags was that of 
the Charlottesville Presbyterian Church, which had the unusual his
tory of having been used for both World Wars. On behalf of the 
church Miss Mary Louise Dinwiddie prepared during the First 
World War a silk flag, eleven by seven feet, and, unable to secure 
ready-made stars of appropriate quality, she embroidered on the flag 
ninety-four blue stars, of which five were later overlaid with gold 
in honor of those who died. \Vhen World War II again brought 
the need for a service flag, Miss Dinwiddie got out the old flag, to
gether with the embroidery silk, the pattern for the stars, and the 
needle used during the first war. The gold stars were covered with 
appliqued blue silk, and new stars were added to bring the number 
up to 179. As deaths were reported the appliqued stars were re
moved until, as in World War I. there were five gold stars. There 
would have been a greater number of stars, but between the two 
wars the Westminster Presbyterian Church had been established near 
the University. Of its members fifty-three served in the Second 
World War. Two of these died while in uniform. 

A large minority of homes had members in the armed forces. 
Something of a record was set by the 500 block of Ridge Street 
which by November, 1942, had already furnished eighteen youths 
to various branches of the service. All of these except one, who had 
resided in a boarding house, had lived in detached, individual homes. 
Many families which had only one or two men of military age sent 
into service all members who were eligible and in so doing made an 
outstanding contribution in defense of liberty and democracy. 
Worthy of especial mention are several homes which had five or more 
stars on their service flags. Unfortunately, some such families may 
have escaped attention. Mrs. Eula Gleason of Charlottesville, Mr. 
and Mrs. Frank E. Hartman of Charlottesville, Mr. and Mrs. G. F. 

worldwartwoveterans.org 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



The Charlottesville Presbyterian Church uses the same seruice flag 
for two wars. 
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Nimmo of Charlottesville, Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Pollard of Scotts
ville, and Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Shaver of Proffit each had five sons in 
service. Mr. and Mrs. \1/illiam H . Stoneburner of Charlottesville 
had six children in service-a daughter in the Marine Corps, a son in 
the Army, and four sons in the Navy. Mrs. Thomas M. Estes of the 
county had six sons in service, as also did Mr. and Mrs. 0. A. Trice 
of Howardsville. The most remarkable of all was a Negro mother, 
Mrs. Fanny Estes of Proffit, the widow of Richard Estes. Her nine 
sons in service constitute a record having few parallels anywhere 
in the United States. The eldest of the sons, Richard J. Estes, 
served for seven years as steward on the cruiser USS San Francisco. 
Horace 0 . Estes was a first lieutenant of Co. M, 25th Infantry. 
Other brothers in the Army were Staff Sergeant William C. Estes, 
Corporal Elmer J. Estes, Private First Class Benjamin W. Estes, 
Private First Class Henry H. Estes, Private Nathaniel Estes and 
Private Joseph V-./ .. Estes. Paul S. Estes, the youngest of the group, 
served in the Navy. 31 

When seventeen-year-old Henry Eugene Craddock of Charlottes
ville joined the Navy on January 12, 1943, his mother, Mrs. Alice 
May Craddock, who was thirty-two yea rs old on the previous 
Christmas Day, became the youngest war mother in the United 
States. The Na,'y officially certified the fact in announcing Mrs. 
Craddock' s distinction. Before he entered the service " Gene" Crad
dock, who was to win four battle stars in the Pacific, worked with 
his father, Henry Wise Craddock, at the Charlottesville Woolen 
Mills where Navy uniforms were being manufactured. When he 
left for Bainbridge Naval Training Station, Maryland, he took with 
bim a blue jacket which he had helped to make. 32 

Many families displayed on their serv'ice flags a gold star symboliz
ing a member who had died in the service, a sacrifice on the altar of 
freedom. Altogether 199 did not return. Of these 116 were from 
Charlottesville and 83 from Albemarle County. A few families 
had two such gold stars. Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Batten of Char
lottesville lost two sons. Private First Class George Rexford Batten 
with the 3 6th Division was killed in the crossing of the Rhine River, 
and First Lieutenant Donald Sherwood Batten with the 86th Bomb
er Group in Italy was killed by a land mine while he was searching for 
a friend who had been shot down. Two sons of Mr. and Mrs. Rich
ard T. Brown of Charlottesville also died in Europe. Private Harry 
Elmer Brown with the 9th Division in France was killed in action on 
August 4, 1944. and Private First Class Richard Marton Brown 
with the 29th Division died of injuries sustained in a vehicular acci
dent at Louvain, Belgium, March 10, 1945. Mr. and Mrs. Floyd 
F. Davis also of Charlottesville lost two sons, Staff Sergeant Calvin 
Edgar Davis, who was shot down over France on May 28, 1944, 
and Private First Class Raymond Earl Davis , who died on February 

worldwartwoveterans.org 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



MOBILIZING UNDER SELECTIVE SERVICE 199 

14, 1946, at McGuire General Hospital in Richmond of wounds sus
tained in Germany. Half-brothers, the sons of John W. Gibson of 
Red Hill, died in service. Technician Fifth Class Clarence Cecil 
Gibson was killed in an airplane accident in North Africa, February 
12, 194 3, and Private Coleman Tafty Gibson died on February 7, 
1944, while on furlough in Charlottesville.33 

There were many who asked the perpetual question, "Why should 
young men just through college or just married who have everything 
to live for, take upon themselves all of this war against life itself?" 
" I feel I'm capable of answering that, " Lieutenant James E . Harlow 
of Charlottesville, · an aviator in England, wrote his wife, " for I was 
one of these thousands who felt that, though we had everything to 
gain by remaining out of the Army, this war was destroying every
thing that could and should exist. We could be happy, yes, but for 
how long ? Even now, instead of being here in combat, I could be 
home with my w ife and thousands of others could be home also. 
However, it's harder to see something beautiful you 've built de
stroyed than to destroy its possible enemy in the beginning. " 34 

So it seemed to many others. 
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ALBEMARLE COUNTY SELECTIVE SERVICE BOARD 

BOARD MEMBERS SERVICE BEGAN SERVICE ENDED 
R. 0. Hall .. . October 14 , 1940 March 31. 1947 
Richard H. Miller . October 15, 1940 March 31. 1947 
Hugh Clark . . . . ' . . . . .. October 15, 1940 March 31, 1947 
Gabe N. Maupin .. . . October 6, 1941 March 3 1. 1947 
Hen ry McComb Bush . March 27 , 1945 March 3 1. 1947 
F. Pierson Scott ... . .. March 3 I. 1945 March 31. 1947 

GOVERNMENT APPEAL AGENT 
Edward V. Walker. . ..... October 14 , 1940 April 5, 1947 

EXAMINING PHYSICIANS 
Dr. J. 0 . Mundy. . October 16, 1940 November 11 , 1942 
Dr. T . E. Jones. . . . . . . . . . . . . . November 9, 1940 April 5, 1947 
Dr. R. G. Magruder . December 11, 1940 March 10, 1942 
Dr. Frank D. Daniel. . December 27, 1940 March 1. 1947 
Dr. John 0. McNeel. .. May 31. 1941 November 11. 1942 
Dr. G. F. Johnson. .June 30, 1941 March 1. 1947 
Dr. Thomas H. Daniel. .. January 16, 1942 November 11. 1942 
Dr. Robert R. Nelson. . February 10, 1942 March 1. 1946 
Dr. John Edwin Beck. .. May 18, 1942 August 6, 1943 
Dr. William R. Dandridge ... August 12, 1943 March 1. 1947 

REEMPLOYMENT COMMITTEEMEN 
John G. Yancey . . .. .. November 12, 1941 March 31. 1947 
Edward V. Walker. . August 3, 1945 March 31. 194 7 

CHARLOTTESVILLE CITY SELECTIVE SERVICE BOARD 

BOARD MEMBERS SERVICE BEGAN SERVICE ENDED 

Charles E . Moran. October 11. 1940 March 31. 1947 
Strother F. Hamm. .. October 12, 1940 August 9, 1946 
R . A. Watson. . October 12, 1940 July 1. 1946 
Lyttelton Waddell . March 22, 1943 August 9, 1946 
Frank H. Calhoun .May 10, 1943 August 14, 1946 
Hen ry B. Gordon . August 9, 1946 March 31, 1947 
J . Philip Grove . . August 9 . 1946 March 31, 1947 

GOVERNMENT APPEAL AGENTS 
Lyttelton Waddell .... November 12, 1940 March 25, 1943 
Henry E. Belt. .May I 0, 1943 April 5, 1947 

EXAMINING PHYSICIANS 
Dr. R. T. Ergenbright. . October 17, 1940 April 5, 1947 
Dr. William H. Wood. ... November 8, 1940 November 10, 1942 
Dr. W. H. Paine. .. January 22, 1941 May 25, 1941 
Dr. Byrd S. Leavell. . January 28, 1941 June 12, 1942 
Dr. John F. McGavock. .May 26, 1941 March 1. 1947 
Dr. Dan 0. Nichols . June 19, L941 March 1, 1947 
Dr. E. W. Stratton .. .. June 3 0, 1941 May 7, 1942 
Dr. Robert R . Nelson ... October 16, 1941 March 1. 1946 
Dr. B. A. Coles, D. D. S .. . . . . . . January 16, 1942 March 1. 1947 
Dr. M. T. Garrett. . .. May 7, 1942 March 1. 1947 
Dr. Harry La Cato Smith, Jr. . . . . . November 20, 1942 March 1. 1947 
Dr. William R. Dandridge. . August 5, 1943 March 1. 1947 

REEMPLOYMENT COMMITTEEMAN 
E. C. Wingfield . . .. .. . September 22, 1941 March 31. 1947 

worldwartwoveterans.org 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



V ........ 

worldwartwoveterans.org 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



worldwartwoveterans.org 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



XII 

Introduction 

Let us suppose, for an instant, that such things as radios, motion 
pictures, and newspapers had not yet been invented when the Second 
World War was raging on its hundreds of distant battlefronts. Had 
this been so, the people of the United States would have known 
nothing about the greatest conflict in all history save what their sons, 
brothers, or husbands were able to tell them. 

How complete would be a chronicle in which the experiences of 
each Charlottesville and Albemarle serviceman were recorded? It is 
certain that most of the campaigns and battles would be included, 
for more than five thousand men and . women from this community 
went into the armed forces and were scattered over the entire earth. 
High school boys and university students, farm hands and mill work
ers, doctors and professors; merchants and bankers, white and col
ored, rich and poor, all served their country. Such a story as they 
together could tell would provide the community with a panorama 
of the great common act;on, each scene of which would depict the 
vital part played by a soldier, a sailor, or a flyer from this section of 
Virginia. 

Unfortunately a complete history of Charlottesville and Albe
marle servicemen can never be written. All knowledge of the deeds 
of many brave men died with them on the field of battle, and most 
veterans are reluctant to discuss their experiences. In the following 
pages are told fragments of their story. The limitations of space and 
the lack of accurate and complete information have made it necessary 
to exclude accounts of many brave deeds and important accomplish
ments from this book, but the experiences of a representative few are 
set down, as being typical of many others. They are permitted. so 
far as has been found practicable, to tell their story in their own 
words. Thus one is enabled to view in m;niature the melodrama of 
life at the battlefronts as it appeared to those who knew its hazards. 
drudgery, and achievements. 
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XIII 

Liberating Mediterranean Shores 

Long before Pearl Harbor some Americans were involved in the 
fighting. Besides those who joined the armed services of the Allied 
nations, there were American merchant _seamen who carried war sup
plies to England and her allies. Larry D. Holland of Charlottesville 
was a member of the crew of the Charles Pratt. When the neutrality 
law forbade United States ships to carry war supplies, this American
owned tanker, flying the Panamanian flag, cruised in submarine in
fested waters. On the afternoon of December 21, 1940, off the 
coast of West Africa , it was struck by two torpedoes and went down 
in flames. Four members of the crew were lost, but Holland and 
thirty-seven others escaped in lifeboats. For six days before arriving 
at Freetown, South Africa , they were without food and water.1 

On March 20, 1941, the Egyptian steamer Zamzam left New 
York bound for Alexandria. Among her passengers was Thomas 
Olney Greenough of Proffit, one of a group of twenty-four ambu
lance drivers recruited by the British-American Ambulance Corps 
and bound for service with the "Free French" in North Africa. On 
April 9 the vessel left Recife, Brazil, expecting to call at Capetown, 
Union of South Africa, two weeks later. About 6 :00 A. M. on 
April 17 the German raider Tamesis overtook the Zamzam and 
shelled her for about ten minutes, though the defenseless victim had 
raised the signal of surrender. The members of the ambulance corps 
with self-sacrificing devotion cared for the wounded while the ship, 
which had been hit eight or nine times, was in imminent danger of 
sinking. At first taken aboard the raider, the survivors were later 
transferred to a freighter, the Dresden. While aboard ship the prison
ers were, to use a German term, treated "correctly" but without 
humanity. After a long zigzag voyage through the British blockade 
the Dresden on May 20 discharged Greenough and the other prison
ers at St. Jean-de-Luz on the German-occupied west coast of France. 
Two days before, the Alexandria Navigation Company had reporte 
the long overdue Zamzam as sunk. 

Greenough, with the other Americans, was confined by the Ger
mans at the Hotel Beau Sejour at Biarritz. On May 31 all Ameri-
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cans except twenty-one ambulance drivers were released, but the 
Germans seemed unable to make up their minds as to whether 
Greenough and the other drivers were military personnel or not. 

Put aboird a prison train bound for an undisclosed destination 
on June 28 and warned that the guards had orders to shoot to kill 
if any attempted to escape, the ambulance drivers suspected they were 
headed for a German concentration camp. In a conversation with 
the guards Greenough learned that the group was on its way to Mul
house and then on to the Black Forrst. Piqued when the German 
guards ridiculed the possibility of escape, and wanting another op
portunity for active service, Greenough and his friend James St.ewart 
leaped through the window at about one-thirty in the morning while 
the train was stopped at Poitiers. After a chase they eluded their 
guards. 

"They almost caught us in the railroad vards when I caught my 
foot in a switch," Greenough said, "but we managed to jerk it free 
before the guards could reach us." 

For three and a half days they hid during the day and traveled 
at ni\1:ht. Their supplies included three loaves of German sour bread, 
two cans of sardines, a can of bully beef, and water, but lack of a 
can opener forced them to subsist on bread. On the fourth day, 
worn out by their trek which had taken them about forty miles 
southeast as the crow flies, but much farther than that when detours 
were included, they concluded they had reached unoccupied France. 

"The first person we met was an old peasant woman," Greenough 
recalled. "and when we asked if we were in Free France, she replied 
sadly, 'None of France is free.' " 

In unoccupied France the police gave them passage to Marseille. 
There the American consul arranged for them to travel across Snain 
to PortuQ:al, where passage home was secured. Meanwhile, the Ger
mans had announced the release of the remaining American ambu
lance drivers. When he arrived in New York on July 28, Greenough 
at once volunteered for a new ambulance unit which was forming. 
So well did he serve as a member of the American Field Service that 
he was twice awarded the Croix de Guerre by the French Govern
ment.2 

After the Japanese attack at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, 
tbe United States was officiallv in the shooting war. American ships 
nnr ont to sea and ran the gauntlet of enemv submarines. Gordon 
Witt Black of Crozet was a member of the forward damage control 
mrtv of the USS Laramie, which was torpedoed off the coast of 
Newfoundland by the Germans on August 28 , 1942. A torpedo 
cut a hole in one of the big oil tanks of the Laramie, which caused 
the ship to list, but within nine minutes Black had the pumps going 
and the ship soon righted itself.3 
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In November, 1942, an American army landed in North Africa 
and began the march which was to end in the heart of Germany. 
Rugged Major General Lucian King Truscott, Jr., who had adopted 
Charlottesville-the girlhood home of his wife-as his residence, 
commanded a special task force of the 9th Division which had the 
difficult mission of capturing Port Lyautey in French Morocco. 4 

With Truscott as commanding officer of the air section of the task 
force was Colonel Demas Thurlow Craw, a native of Traverse City, 
Michigan, who had made Charlottesville his home. One of the very 
young enlisted men who volunteered during the First World War, he 
later attended West Point and was commissioned in 1924. Four 
years later he transferred from the Infantry to the Air Corps. During 
the early days of the war in Europe he was an Army air observer 
with the British Middle East Command arid served as military attache 
first in Athens and then in Ankara. Lieutenant General Delos Em
mons called him "our most valuable foreign observer." 

Craw, who was one of the first Americans to take a definite stand 
as an enemy of Nazi Germany, did not wait for Pearl Harbor to get 
into the fight. With the British he took part in twenty-one bombino: 
raids over Axis-held territory and was under fire a total of 136 times. 
All this before the United States declared war! 

In many ways Craw fought a personal war w;th the Axis. While 
he was in Greece before the United States entered the war, his car 
accidently sideswiped an Italian major's car. During the ensuing 
altercation. the Itailan ordered the two armed privates accompanying 
him to hold Craw, who was in civilian clothes, and then slapped his 
face. Breaking away, Craw knocked the ma i0r down, while the 
Greek crowd cheered. A German colonel nuslied through the crowd, 
intervened in the unequal battle, and inauired what the trouble was. 
Cnw told him and added that he would be hapny to give the Italian 
satisfaction at any time, any place: but the maior had had enou\!h. 
Then Craw asked the German colonel to say for him, "I consider 
you, major, an insult to the profession of an officer. an insult to the 
soldiery as a whole and even an insult to the Italian Army, which I 
believe to be the worst on earth." The Italian winced. The next 
day the Itali;m major, wearing a black eye, made a formal diplomatic 
;rnoJogy. After that Craw was the toast of the Greeks during the 
rest of his stay in Athens. 5 

"Nick," as Craw was known to his friends, was a favorite with 
the English soldiers, qnd it befell his lot to interpret them to the 
people of the United States. Because he lived with the British in 
the field, he could deny with authority the Axis-inspired reports 
that Amnican-made tanks and other material were being abused or 
wasted by the English. He saw the excellent care which was actu
ally taken of weapons and raised his voice to combat Axis propaganda. 
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After the United States entered the war he was able to say of English 
cooperation with _the Americans: 

"I once had part of the responsibility for setting up an airdrome 
near Cairo for one of the first contingents of American planes to get 
into action in the Middle East. The British had picked what they 
considered a choice spot and had turned it into a surprisingly compe
tent airport . Concrete aprons had been laid out where the planes 
could warm up without drawing sand into their innards, and sand
bag protection for planes had been provided at dispersal points around 
the field . Comfortable quarters were erected for the men. Efforts 
were made to permit both officers and men to join the common Eng
lish social activities. and perhaps most important of all, American 
officers were given honest access to all background information the 
British possessed. 

"Then, for strategic reasons, I had to reject the airdrome. I 
picked another site, apd hundreds of workmen were turned loose to 
make it as good a field as the first. Then I discovered I could move 
into still a third location I had thought was closed to me, so I 
shifted again and once more the British pitched in with every facility 
they could muster to make it a workable base. Puring three switches, 
I did not get one complaint from the British; only cooperation which 
could scarcely have been more complete." 6 

In 1942 Craw returned to the United States, where he shared his 
first-hand knowledge of modern warfare with troops in training and 
with the officers who were planning the invasion of North Africa. 
Twice for a few golden days he was at home with his wife and 
young son , Nicholas, at "Dunlora" on the outskirts of Charlottes
ville. Some hours were spent in the Colonnade Club at the Uni
versity sitting for his portrait, which was painted by F. Graham 
Coates. Then in October he said his final goodbye and sailed from 
Norfolk for North Africa. Craw 's part in the invasion is best told in 
the words of Major General Truscott. 

"I had known Nick for years. In fact, I had something to do 
with his courtship. I was delighted when he was placed in com
mand of the air section of our task force . All the way over thl:'. 
ocean, while I worked on a plan for the delivery of a letter to the 
French commandant here, outlining in President Roosevelt's wcrds 
our reasons for landing and hoping to avoid bloodshed, Nick begged 
to be allowed to deliver the letter. 

"I refused. I told him it was a highly risky proposition and he 
was too valuable a man to take a chance with, as he was in charge 
of all my air support. But he pleaded so hard, I finally relented. 
I had already decided to send Major (now Colonel) P ierpont Mor
gan Hamilton, who knew the French people and language well. But 

worldwartwoveterans.org 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



LIBERATING MEDITERRANEAN SHORES 209 

I figured Craw was such a knowledgable and likable fellow that to
gether they would make a perfect team. Craw told his two subordi
nates the order to succeeding in command should he not come back. 

"At dawn of November 8 they embarked on a landing craft bear
ing a jeep. Guns were already flashing from ship and shore. Tne 
last time I heard Nick was over the radio, swearing: 'Damn it, we' re 
being shelled by both you fellows and the French.' Then they 
started up the beach. 

" Despite all the shells , they made their way as far as a French 
outpost in a jeep bearing both French and American flags. They 
asked a French N. C. 0. for an escort to deliver the letter. The 
N. C. 0 . said he had no man to spare, so they started up the road 
again. Just at the edge of Port Lyautey there was a burst of machine
gun fire. Craw slumped, dead. Hamilton, who was sitting right 
behind him, ordered the driver to halt and they were surrounded by 
French soldiers and officers. 

"Well, that 's about all. Hamilton was taken to headquarters and 
allowed to ddiver the message. There was no reply. I refused to 
negotiate surrender terms at the end of a three -day battle until I had 
heard from Hamilton by radio. Things came through fairly well, 
although the French had strong forces . Craw's fighters did the job 
beautifully along the plans he had conceived and under the command 
he had arranged. 

" Nick knew he was taking a big chance , but he wanted to. He 
liked sticking out his neck. I guess he figured he was pretty nearly 
indestructible . I rather think we all who knew him thought so. 
The French were very apologetic. They said he was a gallant gen
tleman. "7 

On March 19, 1943 , in his study at the White House President 
Roosevelt presented the Medal of Honor posthumously awarded Col
onel Craw to his widow, Mrs. Mary Wesson Craw, while his son 
Nicholas watched. The citation signed by the President read: 

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action above and 
beyond the call of duty. On November 8, 1942, near Port 
Lyautey, French Morocco, Colonel Craw volunteered to ac
company the leading wave of assault boats to the shore and 
pass through the enemy lines to locate the French commander 
with a view to suspending hostilities. This request was first 
refused as being too dangerous but upon the officer·s insistence 
that he was qualified to undertake and accomplish the mission 
he was allowed to go. Encountering heavy fire while in the 
landing boat and unable to dock in the river because of shell 
fire from shore batteries , Colonel Craw accompanied by one of
ficer and one soldier succeeded in landing on the beach at Mehdia 
Plage under constant low level strafing from three enemy 
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planes. · Riding in a bantam truck toward French headquar
ters, progress of the party was hindered by fire from our own 
Naval guns. Nearing Port Lyautey, Colonel Craw was in
stantly killed by a sustained burst of machine gun fire at point 
blank range from a concealed position near the road. 
The great air base at Port Lyautey was fittingly named Craw Field 

in his honer, and not far away, near twin poles bearing French and 
American flags, he rests in the military cemetery. Atop his grave the 
numeral "l" reminds all who pass by that he was the first American 
to fall in the liberation of North Africa. To Craw and those who 
followed him the local inhabitants paid tribute with a wreath bear
ing the simple words, "A nos camarades, les Americains." 8 

While General Truscott was pushing his army ashore, another 
task force was taking Casablanca and nearby Fedhala, fifty miles to 
the southwest of Port Lyautey. Shipfitter First Class Brown Lewis 
Craig of Charlottesville, a veteran of four years in the Navy and 
four years in the Merchant Marine, was in the Fedhala Roads aboard 
the USS Edward Rutledge, a transport which had formerly been the 
liner Exeter. On Thursday, November 12, 1942, the German sub
marine U-130 slipped into Fedhala Roads and at six o'clock in the 
evening made a highly successful torpedo attack. The transports, 
USS Edward Rutledge, USS Tasker H. Bliss, and USS Hugh L. 
Scott, each struck twice, burst into flames. Among the transports 
anchored nearby the USS Thomas Jefferson, the former President 
Garfield, was not attacked. The U-boat escaped to the north. 

The Edward Rutledge, which had already discharged its troops, 
had aboard, beside the crew, thirty-one sick patients and some sur
vivors from the USS Joseph Hewes, which had been torpedoed the 
night before. The Rutledge was abandoned· in perfect order and only 
fifteen men were lost. However, some of the crew had to swim, 
among them Craig, who was counted among the missing until the 
next morning. Because the sea was calm, he was able to cover the 
three and a half miles to the beach in about three hours. For two 
days and nights he lived in a Catholic church where survivors were 
cared for by the French people. 

"The following Saturday, we were moved by French railroad in 
the old 40-and-8 box cars to the town of Casablanca," Craig re
called. "Since our clothes were all on board ship and we'd stripped 
in the water, we were forced to wear blahkets for two weeks." 

His dress resembled that of the Arabs, many of whom were operat
ing as enemy snipers in the early days, Craig said. "But you don't 
blame them-they don't really know who they're fighting for," he 
added. "You give them a pack of cigarettes, and they kill for you. 
Your enemy gives them a pack, they kill for him. Why, I even had 
one Arab who dug a fox hole for me on the beach, and when enemy 
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planes flew over, he'd shove me down in the fox hole and stand up 
and watch the planes fly over himself!"~ 

The 8th Evacuation Hospital arrived at Casablanca on November 
19, 194 2, aboard the former Grace liner Santa Paula in the first sup
port convoy. " We sighted land this morning about 8:30," wrote 
an officer, "but it wasn't until about 10:30 that we were really sure 
it was land. It has been an essentially uneventful trip, no real 
trouble. Byrd [Stuart Leavell] slept in his clothes all the way over 
and we felt that as long as he did that, our luck would hold, and so 
it has. As we came in toward shore the destroyers, subchasers and 
planes herded us along. It reminded me of a bunch of collies driving 
sheep through a gate ." 

"I never realized before how thoroughly the Germans had looted 
Africa, " an officer wrote a few days later. " No gasoline is available 
for civilians and all the cars have been fixed to burn charcoal. There 
is no butter, no coffee, no cream, no potatoes, no real bread (all of 
it is made from soya beans), no sugar, nothing to eat except eggs, 
eggs and eggs. The Boche have taken everything that the natives 
raise, either for use in France or Germany, probably the latter. Al
ready more food is becoming available to the natives since the German 
robbery has stopped. The natives claim that in two or three months 
things really would have been bad , but I don ' t see how they could 
have become much worse than at present. With all the money in 
the world you can't get a real meal in the best local restaurant. I got 
a piece of 'beefsteak' yesterday that was so tough I couldn ' t make 
any headway with it whatever. I don't think it belonged to the cow 
family. I am sticking to my 'C' and 'K ' field rations for the time 
being."10 

Under the command of Lieutenant Colom! Lincoln F. Putnam 
the hospital was set up in the Italian Consulate and School on the 
rue Mangin and rue Jacques Bainville in Casablanca. It was the 
first American hospital to function in French Morocco, and from 
November 26 , 1942 , to March 10 , 1943, operated as a Provisional 
General Hospital. During this period 4,192 patients were received; 
however, only sixty-one of these were battle casualties.11 

The fifty-three nurses assigned to the unit had been left at Camp 
Kilmer, New Jersey; and later sent to Halloran General Hospital in 
New York. Enlisted men were substituted for them. The Army 
was unwilling to risk women in the landing and refused to consider 
the earnest pleading of the nurses to be allowed to accompany the 
men. As soon as the 8th Evacuation Hospital was ashore a request 
to have the nurses join the group was sent through channels, but it 
took considerable work on the part of Lieutenant Ruth Beery, the 
chief nurse, to get the necessary orders issued. Not until March did 
the nurses reach Casablanca. Although the men had done a fine job, 
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everyone was delighted when the nurses arrived and began to render 
those services which only a trained nurse knows how to give. The 
feminine touch was responsible for many improvements. 

In March, shortly before the arrival of the nurses, the "8th Evac" 
was moved into tents on Anfa Hill outside Casablanca and became 
a Convalescent Hospital. On May 2 Lieutenant Colonel Staige Davis 
Blackford wrote: "I would guess that we have handled as many 
patients as any similar outfit in the Army in the same time, and I 
am proud to say that I think we have handled them well, although 
you might get different reports from the military authorities, because 
patients to us are still more important than having all the cots in a 
nice little row." 12 

In July the unit went by train to Algiers, the trip taking four 
days. Six weeks were spent at Cap Matifou near Algiers, where 
volleyball and swimming in the Mediterranean occupied most of the 
time. Then the 8th Evac was ordered into a staging area near Oran 
to await the imminent attack on Italy.13 

Captain Robert B. Ritchie of Charlottesville landed on the Medi
terranean coast of North Africa east of Oran at Arzeu. A member 
of the 3 2nd Field Artillery Battalion of the First Division, he went 
ashore at 1 :00 A. M. on November 8, 1942. 

"We fought the French for three days and finally took Oran," he 
wrote. "The French put up a very good fight and the experience 
we gained proved to be invaluable in the battles we later fought." 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day he fought a battle in the vicin
ity of Medjez-el-Bab, Tunisia, and then continued defensive warfare 
in the area for the next seven weeks. "The Germans sent several 
strong patrols into our positions which were twice driven off with 
heavy losses," he recalled. "There were a few dive-bombing attacks 
by the German Stukas, but the main activity was artillery which 
dominated the front." 

Later he took part in the campaign which drove the Germans from 
North Africa with great losses. "On Good Friday, we were in very 
heavy battle," he remembered, "and I was slightly wounded in the 
right side by a small shell fragment from a German artillery shell. 
The wound, however, was slight, and I was able to continue the 
battle, and it soon healed completely." 14 

A member of the crew of a 30-ton tank, Private Raymond Lee 
Davis of Charlottesville was in the thick of the fighting in North 
Africa. "On the desert we would cook in the daytime and freeze 
at night," he recalled. "The Italians gave up. · They didn't want to 
fight. The only way the enemy could hold ground was when they 
would back up onto a hill, and we were out in the open. Otherwise, 
when we were both in the open, well. ... " 

On April 23, 1943, a few days before German resistance in North 
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Africa collapsed, his, tank was hit by an 8 8-mm, shell and set on 
fire, Davis was severely burned on the hands and arms, Seven hours 
later he was in a North African hospital, and on May 21 he landed 
in the United States for further treatment-15 

The bitterness felt by the men on North African battlefields 
against striking coal miners back in the United States found expres
sion in letters written by Lieutenant Philip G, Walker of Char
lottesville, They also refiected the confident, determined spirit of 
American soldiers, 

"The fighting is bloody, constant, and bitter, , ,," he wrote. "We 
are driving them back, hill by hill, and even field by field. At every 
advance we pass more German dead. H eaven help them. The fewer 
prisoners we take the better I like it. I am not asking for any com
promises and the J errys sure won't get any .... " 16 

On May 9, 1943, the German commanders in North Africa sur
rendered. 

Two months later, on July 10, the invasion of Sicily began. 
Lieutenant Benjamin F. D . Runk of the Coast Guard, who in civilian 
life taught biology at the University of Virginia, enjoyed a ringside 
seat and described the landing. 

''As far as you could see there were ships- battleships and cruisers, 
large transports, destroyers, freighters, tankers, patrol boats, tank 
barges, troop barges, sub-chasers and submarines-- -all in perfect order, 
formation and units. It was a sight never to be forgotten. The 
greatest single fighting unit of all times .... 

"The time passed quickly and about midnight on Friday, [July 9,] 
the planes were heard going overhead with paratroopers, soon to 
come over again on their way back to their bases after dropping their 
troops. It was then that things began to happen. Flares began 
dropping to light up the land, ten miles or so off, and big flares were 
back of the shore, which had been started by the paratroopers. They 
lit up the sky and gave us a good silhouette of the shore. Search
lights began to go on and off on the shore and we expected all hell 
to break loose. 

" I stood on the sun deck and watched it all. You could make out 
in the darkness the other ships and all were heading in to their assigned 
places. About 1 :30 A. M. we lowered our boats for the first wave 
ashore and they were off. As they got close in ... shore, batteries 
began to fire, with machine guns and rifles popping. The searchlights 
kept going off and on, but when one stayed on too long, one of our 
destroyers or cruisers would open up, and you could watch the ball 
of fire from the gun to the target. This would mean one less light 
to bother us. 

"It was a wonderful picture of unity and cooperation. Our troops 
got off in good shape, plus their mobile equipment, and by noon I 
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think all those who were to go ashore from our ship had been landed. 
All this time, we were also unloading ammunition, guns, trucks , food, 
and everything you can think of. On the return trips to our ship 
the boats would come to their assigned places to take on a jeep, truck, 
or load of ammunition. 

"With daylight came our fighter planes to protect us and all the 
day was peaceful, considering all, except for the shooting ashore and 
the constant shelling of the enemy by our battleships. They did a 
marvelous job and helped no end in establishing our beachhead. They 
shelled the roads and approaches and were marvelous in their accuracy . 

"When darkness came Saturday you could watch the shells travel 
right to their targets. Saturday night was quiet except for the con
stant shelling ," but at dawn on Sunday I was at my post when I 
heard the scream of the bombs as they came down and missed us
thank God !-by a matter of a few feet. The concussion and shock 
were severe and made all quite jumpy for a spell. The work of 
unloading continued as soon as the flight of planes bad passed, and 
soon we were back to normalcy, only to be again bombed by a flight 
of 25 or 30 Focke-Wulfs in the afrernoon. Their bombs came much 
too close for comfort and being the biggest ship at the end of a unit , 
we got more than our share." 17 

At Point Calava on Sicily the coastal highway passes through a 
great rock ridge. The Americans expected the enemy to blow up the 
tunnel, sealing the entrance, but the Germans had a better idea. Just 
beyond the tunnel they blew a hole 15 0 feet long in the road, where 
it ran along a rock shelf a couple of hundred feet above the sea. The 
gap had to be bridged in a hurry by the engineers, who at once set 
about the difficult job. The beloved Ernie Pyle tells the dramatic 
story. 

"Around 10: 3 0 [P. M.] Major General Lucian Truscott, com
manding the Third Division, · came up to see how the work was 
coming along. Bridging that hole was his main interest in life right 
then. He couldn ' t help any, of course, but somehow he couldn ' t 
bear to leave. He stood around and talked to officers, and after a 
while he went off a few feet to one side and sat down on the ground 
and lit a cigarette. 

"A moment later, a passing soldier saw the glow and leaned over 
- and said, 'Hey, gimme ·a light, will you? ' The general did and the 

soldier never knew he had been ordering the general around. 
" General Truscott, like many men of great action, had the ability 

to refresh himself by tiny catnaps of five or ten minutes. So 
instead of going back to his command post and going to bed, h e 
stretched out there against some rocks and dozed off. One of the 
working engineers came past, dragging some air hose. It got tangled 
up in the general's feet. The tired soldier was annoyed , and he said 

worldwartwoveterans.org 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



216 PURSUITS OF WAR 

crossly to the dark , anonymous figure on the ground, 'If you're not 
working, get the hell out of the way.' 

"The general got up and moved farther back without saying a 
word .... 

"Around 11 A. M. jeeps had begun to line up at the far end 
of the tunnel. They carried reconnaissance platoons, machine gun
ners and boxes of ammunition. They'd been given No. 1 priority 
to cross the bridge. Major General Truscott arrived again and sat 
on a log talking with the engineering officers, waiting patiently. 
Around dusk of the day before, the engineers had told me they'd 
have jeeps across the crater by noon of the next day. It didn't seem 
possible at the time, but they knew whereof they spoke. But even 
they would have to admit it was pure coincidence that the first jeep 
rolled cautiously across the bridge at high noon, to the very second. 

"In that first jeep were General Truscott and his driver, facing a 
200-foot tumble into the sea if the bridge gave way. The engineers 
had insisted they send a test jeep across. But when he saw it was 
ready, the general just got in and went. It wasn't done dramatically 
but it was a dramatic thing. It showed that the Old Man had com
plete faith in his engineers. I heard soldiers speak of it appreciatively 
for an hour." 18 

Sicily was taken in thirty-nine days, and the Allies pushed on into 
Italy. By October 1, 194 3, the islands of Sardinia and Corsica had 
been occupied. Air bases were set up from which Germany was 
bombed. Miss Lucy Shields, a teacher at St. Anne's School. and 
her friend, Miss Marion Hamilton, were assigned to an airfield on 
Sardinia as American Red Cross workers. Early in 1944 Miss 
Shields wrote: 

"I never knew what it was to be busy until I came to Sardinia. 
Marion and I manage fairly easily to meet all the missions and to 
distribute doughnuts all over the island, but it's the parties and other 
things which keep us running. We are expected to and like to go to 
officers' parties, and in addition try to put on one or two a week for 
enlisted men. We are very lucky if we get one night off a week to 
rest or just have a date. I've been having fun recently trying to fur
nish the various squadron clubs. It's a terrific job to find any kind 
of furniture and we come out with very odd mixtures .... 

"Recently I took the day off and went boar hunting. It was cer
tainly an experience I wouldn't have missed. We went way back in the 
mountains and then got on horses to climb up to the lodge. It was 
strictly a native affair. We had about ten dogs, about thirty beaters, 
four Italian officers, five American officers, me, and all the rest local 
Sardinians. The meals were only meat roasted over a fire in the mid
dle of the room, no knives, forks or anything. Along with the meat 
they passed around a jug of wine which everyone drank out of. 
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Afterward we walked for about an hour and took our stands while 
the dogs and beaters drove the boar in. We did kill one, at least 
somebod y did, and the next night had a delicious boar dinner. " 19 

As the 34th Division pushed north in Italy it suffered the usual 
casualties of combat. On November 6, 1943, Private Charles · T. 
Norcross of Charlottesviile was worrnde<l° and then · taken prisoner. 
The Germans gave him no medical care but shipped him off to East 
Prussia, where he was confined with other Americans. During the 
summer Norcross worked sixteen hours a day on a farm, driving 
horses. He was paid seventy pfennigs or about eight cents a day, 
but as there was no post exchange, he had little use for the money. 
The daily food allowance consisted of black bread and a soup made 
of one pound of horse meat per thirty-five men. It was the Red 
Cross which kept the American prisoners of war alive with packages 
of food, clothes, games, and musical instruments. 

When the Russians advanced into East Prussia, the Germans 
marched Norcross and the other American prisoners, underfed and 
poorly clothed, 4 5 0 miles in fifty-one days to Cella in the heart of 
Germany. When he was at last liberated in April, 1945, he wrote 
to his parents, "I feel like the happiest boy in the world." 20 

With the 3 6th Division, which had landed at Salerno, was Private 
First Class Robert E. Watson of Charlottesville. On December 8, 
1943, his infantry company attacked the Germans east of the small 
town of San Pietro on the southern slope of Mount Sammucro. 
When Watson was fifty yards from the enemy position, he stepped 
on a German S-mine. His right foot was blown off, his left leg 
broken, and his hands burned. First aid men rushed to him, put 
tourniquets on both h is legs, and bandaged both his hands. They 
could not evacuate him until later because of the very heavy enemy fire 
falling in the area. Watson carried the company's portable radio, 
which was smashed when he was wounded. Realizing that this 
radio was his company commander's only means of communication, 
Watson, in spite of great pain, shock, and loss of blood, endeavored 
to repair it, working diligently for a long time. He was unable to 
make it work, but his fortitude and devotion to duty won for him 
the first Distinguished Service Cross awarded to a soldier from Char
lottesville in the Second World War. 21 

The 8th Evacuation Hospital landed at Salerno, Italy, on Septem
ber 21, 1943, twelve days after D-Day. The nurses were among 
the first American women to set foot on the liberated soil of Europe. 
After a most unpleasant crossing in a British boat, on which prac
tically all were made ill by food prepared in a dirty galley, they went 
ashore to live in an open field without tents. 

On the morning following debarkation, news came that the Lib
erty ship on which all the hospital's equipment was loaded had been 
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' 
sunk just outside Salerno harbor. Then followed some anxious days 
during which it was feared the unit might be broken up and its per
sonnel scattered, but the group was kept together and for a while 
assisted other hospitals. Meanwhile a tornado swept through the 
Salerno area, blowing down everyone's tent and casting all remaining 
possessions into the mud. 

The 8th Evacuation Hospital was completely re-equipped, and 
on December 19 began to function independently at Teano on the 
highway from Naples to Cassino. The work here was hard. The 
mud was oft~n ankle deep in the wards, making it difficult to stay 
upright. Nevertheless there was some of the joy of living also. A 
nurse, Lieutenant Mamie E. Kidd, who formerly lived in -Scottsville, 
wrote: 

"I had the nicest Christmas I can imagine away from home. Three 
of our friends came in about 4 A. M. Christmas morning. Mary 
ElleD. [Gibson] and I are on night duty, so we stayed up all day 
to see them. They brought up a tree, oranges, apples, nuts, a trailer 
of wood , five gallons of kerosene and a wooden platform for the 
front of our beds (so nice not to have to put our feet down on wet 
earth). We decorated the tree with strings of Life-Savers, tinfoil and 
shiny red paper. We had it on a table covered with a white sheet 
and red tissue paper. Our candles and packages filled it up. Our 
cards we strung and hung around the sides of our tent . Quite a 
Christmasy affair! 

"I filled some socks for my patients. The Red Cross had gifts for 
them all. You should have seen their faces. One boy of 19 years, 
who looked about 15, was a joy to behold , he looked so thrilled." 22 

New Year 's Eve brought another tornado which blew down the 
tents of other hospitals in the area, but much back-breaking work 
by the enlisted men held the 8th E vac' s ten ts in place throughout 
the storm. Therefore, patients from other hospitals as well as fresh 
battle casualties were sent to the 8th Evac for care. 

Between March 23 and 27 the hospital moved a few miles to the 
west and set up at Carinola. During May, while the drive on Rome 
was in progress, George Tucker, a war correspondent who was re
covering from a jeep accident, wrote of the 8th Evac: 

" For days J have been lying here watching the passionless routine 
of a hospital getting ready for a battle-the clearing of wards, evacu
ation of patients who could be transferred safely to the rear, bring-
ing the blood bank to a maximum, and countless other steps that 
always precede an attack. 

" When it came, I stood under the stars in the front ward tent and 
watched the whole perimeter of the horizon leap into light as hun
dreds of guns all the way from Cassino to the sea simultaneously 
went into action. 
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" 'We will begin to get our first casualties in a couple of hours,' 
said the officers in the receiving tent. But it was almost 3 A. M. 
when the first ambulance turned into the drive .... 

"I spent almost all the rest of the night in the operating room 
where four surgical teams worked simultaneously, and in the shock· 
wards where the incoming casualties were prepared for operation." 23 

"All through the day and night litter bearers have come in from 
the environs around Santa Maria Infante which our infantry retook 
yesterday after the Germans had kicked us out," he wrote later. "The 
litter bearers place the wounded on saw horses, like carpenters use, 
and when every inch of space is crowded they spill over into adjoin
ing wards. 

"When a man is hit he goes 'in shock.' His blood pressure falls 
and his pulse-beat increases. Unless he can be brought out of the 
shock he can't survive an operation, and that is where plasma comes 
in. You walk down the lengthening rows of wh=te faces and wonder 
how they can pull through. Plasma does it. I saw a man from 
Ohio take ten units of plasma and come back from the fluttery edges 
of death. Color flooded back into his face and his pulse fell almost 
to normal. Recovery now is almost certain . 

"It is startling the way infantrymen can bear in silence almost 
anything the battlefield can throw at them. It humbles you to stand 
amid hundreds of men whose bodies have been shattered and not 
hear one single word of complaint. They just lie there, waiting their 
turn to be taken ii} to the opera ting room. . . . 

"Sometimes a heart -breaking choice must be made between a man 
who has no chance and another whom surgery might save. A lieu
tenant seemed perfectly calm and looked up with wide, clear eyes, 
but his spinal cord had been severed and nothing human hands could 
do would make him whole again. Next to him was a man who 
had been hit hard through the chest. But he still had a chance, and 
so they took him." 24 

A day or two later the routine of the hospital was broken when 
a rather unusual casualty was brought in. "My God, it's a girl!", 
the ward attendant cried. Indeed it was a girl, a French WAC who 
bad been shot as she drove into the battle zone. "I guess I got on 
the wrong road," she explained to the nurses in French.25 

When the great drive through Rome carried the fighting rapidly to 
the north, the hospital was set up for brief periods at Cellole, Le 
Ferriere, and Grosscto as it followed the Army up the west coast of 
Italy. During 1944 the 8th Evacuation Hospital made seven moves 
aggregating 425 miles, but lost only eleven days of operation, a record 
of which to be proud. 26 

From July 3 to August 29 the hospital was at Cecina, just south 
of Leghorn . It then moved inland to Galluzzo , a suburb of Florence, 
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where it remained until October 12. Two days later it was set up 
at Pietramala, 3,400 feet above sea level. During the short, cold 
days the fog hung low, shutting out the sun. Rain turned the area 
i.nto one great mud hole, which swallowed 1,600 truck loads of rock 
before passable roads were obtained. In December, when it was 
evident that the American offensive was stalled, efforts were made 
to "winterize" the hospital. Work had hardly begun when a storm 
wrecked the tents. Lumber was blown about like match sticks. By 
Christmas there was a foot of snow, but meanwhile the tents had 
been floored and walled and some prefabricated buildings set up. 
The completion of the winterizing was celebrated by a Christmas 
party at which egg nog, a compound of nowdered eg2:s and cognac, 
was served. The piece de resistance at Christmas dinner was potatoes, 
real potatoes, not dehydrated potatoes. These had been neeled by 
the nurses because the enlisted men were too busy completing the 
construction to undertake the necessary K . P. 

During the next two months the ground was covered with six to 
ri2:hteen inches of snow. The weather was clear but cold. AdemntP. 
heating was imnossible. Wood for the stoves was scarce, but even 
scarcer were hatchets for snlitting kindling:. A nurse commented that 
someone should make friends with the quartermasters and get a 
hatchet. 

"What's wrong with the EDQ:ineers 7", demanded Bri2:adier Gen
eral Frank 0 . Bowman of Charlottesville, who was a patient. "We 
have fine hatchets." Making: 2:ood · on a promise, he shortly after
w;irci delivered a hatchet for each nurses' tent. 

With t}w return of snring, the Americans resumed their advance. 
-On Avril 30. J 945, the hosoit:i.1 beq;in ooeration ;it Buttapietra, six 
miles south of Verona. With the caoitulation of the Germans a few 
days later. battle casualties suddenly dronped off. 

The 8th Evacuation Hospital was at Rivoltella, on the south shore 
of Lake Garda, when it was officially dissolved on September 29, 
1945, and most of the personnel were started back to the United 
States. Lieutenant Colonel Everett Cato Drash of Charlottesville 
was the last commanding officer. 

Many individuals with the 8th Evac were decorated for the out
standing services they had rendered. Recognition came to the group 
as a .whole with the award of the Fifth Army Plaque for meritori
ous service during the month of Januarv, 1944, and the award of 
the Meritorious Service Unit Plaque on September 10, 1945_27 

While overseas the 8th Evacuation Hospital admitted 46 ,585 pa
tients , of whom 10,419 were suffering from battle wounds. A total 
of 11,398 patients were operated upon, but there were only 129 
nost-operative deaths. Only nine of its patients died from disease. 
Beside those admitted, 24,483 persons were treated as outpatients. 
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Of the 650,000 battle wounded of the United States Army and Navy 
from Pearl Harbor to V-J Day, 1. 6 per cent were attended by the 
8th Evacuation Hospital, an outstanding accomplishment. 28 

In order to disrupt communications in the German rear and per
haps turn their flank, an American and British force was landed at 
Anzio, twenty-five miles south of Rome, on January 22, 1944. The 
Germans quickly met the threat and bitter fighting ensued . Among 
the troops holding the beachhead were the joint American -Canadian 
First Special Service Force, which had first seen service at Kiska, 
Alaska. Around Cassino . Italy, where they had become known to 
the Germans as the "Black Devils" because of the disguising grease 
which th<?y sm eared on their faces when they went on nig;ht 
patrols , they had borne the brunt of much of the fighting. Lieu
tenant Graham McElhenn v Heilman of Charlottesville, whom his 
friends called "Gus," led the company which on February 2 took a 
prettv little Italian village near Anzio. Soon the town was known . 
as " Gusville" in honor of its liberator. The force fought for ninety
nine days on the German side of the Mussolini Canal without relief. 29 

Also with the "Black Devils" at Anzio was Sergeant Nelson B. 
Fox of Proffit. He kept six hens in his fox hole to provide eggs. 
When enemy shelling began, the hens , like their owner would make 
a dive for the protection of the fox hole. 

The "Devils" specialized in sending out small groups to clean out 
houses of Jerries at night. Every gun they knocked out or enemy 
they killed was marked by a red arrow sticker, the force's emblem, 
on which was "USA-Canada" and the colloquial German expression 
"Das dicke ende kommt noch," meaning "Your number's comtng 
up next."30 

With a 45th Division tank destroyer crew at Anzio, Private 
Luther D. Bunch of Route 1, Charlottesville, was in the thick of 
the fighting. 

"We saw a tank column heading along a nearby ravine," he said. 
"They stopped advancing as soon as we opened fire. Then, as our 
shells dropped closer, they swung around and quickly retreated. They 
were scooting along pretty fast and we didn't score any direct hits 
on that tank column." 

Of another occasion, however, he said , "We sighted the Tiger 
tank clattering toward us during a German attack on our outpost. 
We opened fire and disabled the Tiger tank with three rounds of 
armor-piercing ammunition. A few minutes later we shelled Ger
man troops and knocked out a German troop-carrying truck along 
a beachhead road." 

During periods of relaxation Bunch played poker with the other 
crew men inside the tank destroyer. Much time was spent keeping 
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it shipshape. As Bunch expressed it, " It 's my home for the dura
tion."31 

While the Infantry struggled to move n.orth in Italy, the Army 
Air Forces were pounding the German lines of communication. On 
April 1, 1944, Second Lieutenant Richard G. Miller, Jr., of Char
lottesville , one of a flight of A-26 Invaders, destroyed a railroad 
bridge near Attaliane on the Rome-Florence railroad. The pilots had 
begun their dives on the bridge when an ammunition train was 
observed moving onto the bridge. The locomotive and several cars 
received direc t bomb hits. Violent explosions followed. Coming 
out of their dives the flyers had to dodge the flying debris. 32 

On Augnst 6, 1944. while flying an escort mission for a group 
of bombers bound for Budapest, Second Lieutenant Carl E. Johnson 
of Charlottesville shot down a Messerschmitt 1 09 interceptor. De
sc ribing the fli ght in a letter to his mother . Lieutenant Johnson said 
1-w shot the enemv olane down and immediatelv dived at about 450 
miles per hour and got back to his base before the other planes could 
catch up. Subsequentl v he raised his record to two enemy aircraft 
and one probable. Johnson , who had been the top honor man of 
his cadet class , was a member of the famous 99th Fiqhter Group, 
the first all-NeQTO flying unit in the Armv. The aroup by its sterling 
performance won the respect of all who flew under its protection. 33 

D esc ribing bombing raids over Axis territorv. Lieutenant Francis 
Bradley P evton , III. of Charlottesville sai<i . " We take off on prac
tically a sDlit s2cond, after havin g been f!iven minute directions as 
to the route we are to take both ways, and the opposition we are 
likel y to encounter. An escort accompanies us on part of the mis
sion. On our mission we are instructed as to the proper procedure 
we are to follow· in get tinq back to our base. We are provided with 
esone kits. w;th a man of the territory over which we go, first aid 
1---its. and about $40 in money .... 

" Our dayl ight missions are always in formation. Each of us fol
lows a sq uadron leader. If one bomber encounters trouble and drops 
out, another takes his place. " 

A B -2 4 bomber pilot , Lieutenant Peyton participated in fifty-one 
missions over the Balkans, Italv, France, and Germany. 34 

When escorting h eavy born hers in an assault on the oil installations 
at Brux. Germany, on October 16, 1944, Second Lieutenant Royal 
S. Sw in g of Charlottesville, a Mustang pilot with the 15th Air 
Force, sighted a large group of enemy fighters. 

" I saw one start after my flight leader , so I gave chase," said Lieu
tenant Swing later. " My leader turned after three other ME I 09's 
and the Jerry and I became separated from them. I kept on his tail 
until, after a few bursts, I hit his fuselage on the right and he 
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rolled over and down a couple of hundred feet where he bailed out. 
After that I looked for my formation but only saw ME 109's, plenty 
of them all around me, so I got out of there fast ! " 35 

Near Futu Pass, Italy, on September 23. 1944, a platoon of the 91st 
Division was advancing through heavy fire when the platoon leader 
and two non-commissioned officers were cut down, leaving the group 
leaderless. Staff Sergeant Andrew J. Dawson of Schuyler, realizing 
that the force was in a serious position , immediately took command. 
Under intense mortar and machinegun fire he moved about, reor
ganizing the platoon. He made his way to each of his squads and 
gave them instructions and encouragement. To each he assigned its 
proper mission and indicated a route of advance. Sergeant Dawson 
then led the platoon through the enemy 's fierce fire in an assault 

.which captured a strongly fortified hill. The Silver Star was 
awarded to him. 36 

On March 14, 1945, First Lieutenant Joseph G. Pace of Charlottes
ville, a P -51 Mustang fighter pilot with the 325th Fighter Group, 
while escorting a group of heavy bombers attacking the Nove Zamke 
railroad yards in Hungary, won ·his first aerial victory. On the return 
trip his oxygen pressure failed , and he was forced to drop out of the 
high altitude escort and come down to about 10,000 feet. Here he 
ran into a group of four German Focke-Wulf 190 fighters with 
five others nearby. 

"As I radioed to the rest of the squadron I made a pass at the 
four-plane formation, " Lieutenant Pace recounted on returning to 
his base. "When my burst hit the fuselage of a FW-190 the 
plane made a lazy-S dive and crashed in flames." 

The squadron found approximately thirty-four German fighters 
in the area. The largest air battle of the year for the 15th Air 
Force ensued, during which seventeen German planes were shot 
down and the remainder driven off. 37 

On May 11, 1944, the 85th Division was making an all out 
advance on Rome, and the southwestern end of the Gustav line 
north of Naples had to be breached Sergeant George William 
Davis with Company G, 339th Infantry, took part in the attack on 
Hill 79. He was wounded at Trimonsuoli as the drive started, but 
he entered Rome with his outfit. Subsequently h e was commis
sioned a second lieutenant but was later killed in an automobile 
accident at Pistoria, Italy. On August 9, 1944, Sergeant Davis 
sent his parents a poem he had written which , like an unpolished 
folk ballad, told simply the story of the battle for "Hill 79." 

I'd like to tell you my experience on line 
The night that we took hill seventy-nine. 
May the eleventh at eleven P. M . 
Was the time set for the attack to begin. 
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This hill was part of the Gustav line. 
The English had broke it but fell back each time. 
Now it was time for the Yanks to try, 
And each man was ready and willing to die. 

At eleven o'clock we laid a barrage 
That will go down in history-
None ever so large. 
Facing machine gun and artillery bursts. 

Through Trimonsuoli we had to move fast, 
For it has the name of Purple Heart Pass. 
To get in position our chances looked slim, 
For most of them Jerry had all zeroed in. 

On the side of the hill we had to dig in 
With mortar shells singing a hell song of sin. 
Seventy-two hours on that hill we stayed, 
And many a brave man went to his grave. 

Each man prayed out loud and looked toward the sky, 
But the shells kept on coming-brave men had to die. 
\Ve accomplished our mission and broke that strong line, 
And Jerry pulled out, leaving wounded behind. 

After they started running, it wasn't so bad; 
The 339th gave them all that we had. 
We knew our objective, it was to take Rome, 
And we ·knew that each step was nearer home. 

We marched through Rome on June the fifth, 
Dirty and sore, tired and stiff. 
The only regret we had on our mind 
Was our buddies we left back on hill seventy-nine. 38 
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XIV 

Assaulting Fortress Europe 

While the United States was gathering men, supplies, and boats 
in England for the attack on Normandy in June of 1944, the 
Army Air Forces waged from England a continuous and aggres
sive warfare, which slowly but surely crippled Germany. Between 
August 17, 1942, when the Eighth Air Force made its first heavy 
bomber attack, and V-E Day more than 1,550,000 tons of bombs 
were dropped on western European targets. 

Stationed in Great Britain, American airmen learned to know 
and admire the people. From "a pretty spot in England," Major 
Wilmer H. Paine of Charlottesville, who was flight surgeon for a 
group of thirty-six B-24's, wrote to his wife in September, 1942, 
praising the British. "My hat goes off to them. In spite of the 
war they continue to live their daily lives as though the Germans 
were 5,000 miles away. They say little or nothing about the 
war .... Except for searchlights and anti-aircraft guns and distant 
sound of motors at night I wouldn't believe that we were here to 
fight a war." 

As a means of keeping physically fit, Major Paine spent an 
afternoon working with a threshing qew, harvesting the barley. 
"All England is either a grain field at the height of its greatest 
harvest or a lovely green pasture filled with fat cattle," he wrote. 
''I've flown over quite a slice of it and I've nev.er seen so much 
grain, sugar beets, cabbage, Irish potatoes, and beef cattle in my 
life. " 1 

"You will notice a clipping of the Liberator raid on St. Nazaire," 
he wrote Mrs. Paine in December. "Your spouse was on that raid 
with the boys. It was great fun , but not as exciting as I had ex
pected. I have been on two raids with the boys and I tell you this, 
not to cause you any alarm, but merely to give you my word that 
I will not be going on any more unless it is strictly my duty to 
do so. I felt, however, that it was my duty to go on a couple to 
prove to myself and the men who depend on me that I had the 
guts to go. It is easy for someone to tell a man he hasn't the 
guts to fly into enemy territory and face the fighters and the flak 
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(anti-aircraft shells ) when he is seated safely behind a desk two 
hundred miles a,vay. 

"On the other hand , one wonders if he isn ' t a little cracked to 
go barging off on a bombing mission across France with a good 
chance of getting a few hunks of steel through his lungs when 
he doesn't have to. Oh well, it was a wonderful experience and 
I wouldn"t: take something pretty for it. When you are flying 
four miles high you make rather difficult duck shooting even for 
those crack Hun gunmen. In addition to the altitude we were 
squirming like a worm and going over 200 miles an hour. After 
we opened the bomb bay doors and dropped six tons of explod
ing eggs we did a little job called getting the hell out of there. 
This involved peeling off toward the sea and going down to the 
top of the waves quicker than it takes to tell it. " 2 

Daily bombers went out to attack German installations. Staff 
Sergeant M;ison E. Houchens of Charlottesvill2, who was qualified 
both as a radio operator and rear gunner of a B-17 Flying Fortress, 
was shot down over Europe on June 13 , 1943. On July 28 his 
family was informed that he was a prisoner of war. For nearly 
two years he was in a German prison camp until h e was liberated 
in the spring of 1945.3 

On the return of the Flying Fortress, " Standby," from its target 
in occupied France, the bombardier, Lieutenant James Elmer Harlow, 
one of the three flying Harlows of Charlottesville, was really mad. 
A German 20-millimeter cannon shell had obliterated the name 
"Dorothy" which he had painted on the nose. Slowly he ex
plained, "I don ' t like being crossed up. I meant my wife 's name 
to remain on the ship. \Vhen that fighter got Dorothy's name, 
naturally I got him." 

Harlow took part on October I 4, I 94 3, in the famous raid on 
the Schweinfurt ball bearing manufacturing plant, a foray from 
which sixty American bombers did not return. His roughest mis
sion, however, was one to Kassel. Germany , during which his 
plane had one engine and all but four guns knocked out. Once 
he successfully bombed a German destroyer from 17,000 feet over 
the North Sea without a bombsight. On another occasion, return
ing from Stuttgart, his plane ran out of gasoline and was forced 
to ditch in the English Channel. Harlow was picked up by two 
Englishmen in a rowboat after being in the water an hour, cling
ing to a partially inflated rubber dinghy.4 

The American Red Cross played an important part in the life 
of a soldier in Europe. " The Red Cross really helps a guy over 
here," wrote Corporal Warren T . Birckhead of Charlottesville after 
a v1s1t to London. " We got a bed ( with two clean sheets) for 
a shilling and sixpence (30QI) a night and our meals only cost 
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one shilling (20¢,) each. If it wasn't for them we wouldn ' t be 
able to spend a smgle night away from camp. " 5 

Katherine Lea Marshall of Charlottesville, who landed in Eng
land in late November, 1943, was a member of a crew of three 
Red Cross workers who operated a clubmobile. They travelled 
from camp to camp dispensing doughnuts and coffee. After the 
soldiers were filled the girls promoted games and other recreation. 6 

The Red Cross also mirnstered to the needs of those soldiers 
who became prisoners of war. "The Red Cross was our salvation
I cant sav enough for them," Sergeant Harvey Hamilton Fleming 
declared. The sergeant had been forced to bail out of his B-17 
over Brunswick, Germany, on February 10, 1944. At first he 
was imprisoned at Stalag Luft 6, in East Prussia, but later was held 
at Stalag Luft 4 in Pomerania after the Russians advanced to Memel. 
Fleming charged that the Germans had been "eating Red Cross 
boxes for years" but added that the Red Cross "sent such a volume 
of supplies that some just had to get through." At first American 
prisoners got a box a week, but later when transportation broke 
down they got only a half a box a week. When the Russians 
overr:1n eastern Germany in 19 4 5, Fleming and other prisoners were 
marched westward. They found many German civilians were mov
ing in the direction of the American front to get away from the 
Russians. A German woman, whose husband was receiving good 
treatment as a prisoner of war in Arizona, told Fleming, "I will 
greet the Americans with arms of flowers." Hearing that the 
Russians were near, Fleming escaped and hid until they arrived. 
He then accompanied the Russian soldiers, and was present at the 
historic meeting of the Russians and the Americans April 27, 1945, 
on the Elbe River near Torgau. Fleming described the meeting as 
highly hilarious. '·Everybody was drunk , running around, firing 
into the air." 7 

For every plane which winged its way over occupied Europe 
there was a ground crew which kept the plane fit to fly. A crew 
chief of a B-26 Marauder, Technical Sergeant Lewis Mahanes of 
Cismont, won a Bronze St:1r, which was awarded in recognition of 
his "technical proficiency and tireless energy" in the performance 
of his vital but not glamorous duty. \Vrote a friend of Mahanes, 
"Lewis' ship has been in the newspapers a time or two, and his 
pilot thinks he is the best crew chief in the group. He is probably 
the best mechanic in the whole group, and has done a splendid job 
working long hours. Even working on his day off when he thought 
it necessary. " 8 

Over the great enemy airfield at St. Omer, France, First Lieutenant 
C. Forman Dirickson , the pilot of a B-26 Marauder, had a rough 
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time. " The flak that day, " he recalled, " was by far the worst I 
have ever seen. " It burst all around the bomber, fragments pounded 
against the fuselage like hail, and the smell of cordite filled the 
air. A shell burst immediately above the pilot's compartment, filling 
the area with flying glass. Then a piece of flak struck Dirickson's 
helmet, knocking him out momentarily. The co-pilot pushed him 
away from the controls and took over. As Dirickson recovered con
sciousness , his one thought was to gain control of the plane. For 
several confused seconds he fought with the co-pilot before his mind 
cleared. One of the two engines had been damaged and after spit
ting and sputtering a few minutes died. Nevertheless the plane limped 
back to Britain on the single engine. 9 

Lieutenant Colonel George L. Wertenbaker, Jr., of Charlottes
ville, a deputy-commander of a P -47 Fighter Group with the Ninth 
Air Force in- England, made twenty-two bomber escort missions 
in his Thunderbolt, " Betty L. " He was a pre-Pearl Harbor air
man, his determination to fly having been reached while he was 
still a boy. He first soloed on January 1, 19 3 5, and in August;, 
1939, he won his wings and commission at Kelly Field.10 

Lieutenant Colonel Beirne Lay, Jr., whose parents live in Char
lottesville, was a four-engine bomber pilot who commanded the 
487th Bomb Group of the Eighth Air Force in England and took 
part in a number of missions over Germany. 

On May 11, 1944, he had to abandon his mortally wounded 
B-24 over German-occupied France. " It was a month before D-day," 
he recalled. " My time had come. I pressed the microphone button 
on the wheel. The words stalled for a moment, where the throat 
mike resting snug against my Adam's apple would carry the mes
sage over the interphone to the ten other members of the crew. 

" 'Abandon ship,' I called. But the interphone was dead. I 
turned to the navigator, who was standing between the pilot's seat 
and mine. He had come up a few minutes before to tell me that 
a hunk of flak had broken the bombardier's thigh bone. 

" 'Bail out,' I said to him. 'Pass the word to the rest of the 
crew.' 

"It was what he'd been waiting to hear. Lieutenant Frank 
Vratny, the pilot, pressed the alarm button- a long ring and a 
series of short rings. In a matter of seconds, escape-hatch doors 
were sailing out into the slip stream behind us and bodies were 
dropping out of the mortally wounded Liberator. From the co
pilot's seat, where I had been sitting as leader of the wing of sev
enty-two Liberators with which we had taken off from England, 
I watched V ratn y struggle with the wheel, rudder pedals and throt
tles to maintain level flight until the boys were out. He had his 
hands full of airplane . . .. 
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"I shed my flak vest, reached behind my seat for my chest chute 
and buckled it on. Vratny watched me apprehensively out of the 
corner of his eye. I think he must have wondered whether I'd 
forgotten that the commander is the last man out. I turned to 
him and give him a jerk of my thumb, then grabbed the wheel 
and throttles. He reached for his chute pack and was out of the 
cockpit like a shot. Then for a few seconds the B-24 flew fairly 
straight and level above enemy-occupied France. 

" Maybe the co-pilot is still back in the tail turret, I thought. I'll 
stay with it until she goes out of control. There's plenty · of alti
tude. I can bail out of the bomb bay in four seconds. A half min
ute passed. Abruptly the nose came up in a climb. We stood on a 
wing tip. I found myself looking sideways through the window 
at the neat French fields barely visible through the noon haze. 

"The plane's nose came down with a whoosh. There was no 
response from the elevator controls. I pulled back the remaining 
two good throttles. It was time to leave. 

"I grabbed the emergency bomb bay door and bomb-salvo release 
handle, installed in the floor. It came up a few inches and jammed. 
Looking back, I saw that the bomb bay doors were still closed. 
I was out of the seat now, with both feet planted on the floor 
and with both hands on the emergency release, but I couldn't budge 
it farther. Flak had shot up the system. The B-24 was already 
in a steep spiraling dive and the wind was tearing past the top
turret dome in a rising scream. 

"The only means of quick exit was gone. You can't get out 
the windows of a B-24. In a flash, the terrible tension in me dis
solved, giving way to a feelihg of helplessness. This was too much. 
The sand had run out. 

"By the time I got back to the bomb bay and turned to crawl 
forward underneath the floor of the cockpit toward the nose hatch, 
the B-24 seemed to be heading straight ,down. It felt like crawling 
from the ceiling to the floor of an elevator that is falling faster 
than you can drop. I struggled forward through my gloomy tunnel 
toward the nose wheel. but in the cramped space I didn't seem to 
be making very good time toward that beckoning gap of light up 
ahead where the nose hatch was. The hum of the slip stream over 
the ship's metal skin indicated a hell of a dive, and I judged we 
were making close to 400 miles an hour. As I squeezed past the 
nose wheel, my parachute harness caught. I fought clumsily to 
free myself, fearful of releasing the rip cord, and all hope went out 
of me. I was trapped. It seemed as though I had been crawling 
for five minutes and that we should have hit the ground long ago. 
I would never get to that patch of light in time now. 

"I broke free, but a further sense of relief had already come. It 
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was out of my hands now. The next fraction of a second would 
bring instant oblivion without my even feeling it-final release from 
panic and fear and striving. Clearly I saw the white board front 
and green shutters of my house in Washington, and my wife's face . 
I'm sorry, Luddy. 

"Panting hard, I wormed closer to the daylight showing through 
the hatch. And then a giant suction whisked me through the open
ing like a cigarette out the window slit of a speeding car, and I 
yankeq the rip cord hard as I went. The ground looked as close 
as the floor to a man rolling off a bed. The chute opened with a 
jerk that brought the chest buckle up against my chin like a left 
hook. Abruptly I was anchored in the air and I saw that I had 
a I 000-foot margin .... " 11 

For almost three months Lieutenant Colonel Lay and the co-pilot 
lived in occupied France, hidden al)d helped by the French at the 
risk of their lives. Meanwhile the Americans landed in Normandy. 
A.t last General Patton's troops fought their way into the area, 
and Lieutenant Colonel Lay was able to begin his journey home. 12 

The story of his adventures, "Down in Flames, Out By Under
ground," which he wrote for The Saturday Evening Post, is one 
of the most interesting narratives to come out of the war. 

After a year and a half of training in the United States, Company 
K, !16th Infantry (the Monticello Guard) sailed from New York, 
September 26, 1942, on the Queen Mary. There had been many 
changes in personnel since the company left Charlottesville, but it 
still enrolled many of its original members. John P. Davis of 
Charlottesville, who bad left to go to O.C.S., had been succeeded 
as first sergeant by Clay S. Purvis of- Charlottesville, and Captain 
John A. Martin of Charlottesville had been succeeded as company 
commandn by Captain Asbury H. Jackson of Winchester, Virginia. 
As the Queen Mary neared the coast of Ireland on October 2, she 
was picked up .by the British light cruiser, Curaroa , which began 
to act most strangely , appear:ng to put on a show for the American 
soldiers. Actually she was engaged in a skirmish with a submarine. 
Finally the Curaroa crossed the Queen Mary's path. There was a 
crash as the giant liner sheared the Curaroa in two, amidships. The 
Queen Mary continued on her way but that afternoon slowed down 
to repair her damaged bow. The next day she docked safely at 
Greenock, Scotland.13 

Company K was stationed at Tidworth Barracks in southern 
England for the next ten months. Shortly before Christmas First 
Sergeant Purvis wrote of life there: 

"Every once in a while a German plane takes a shot at one or 
another town right close by and we grab our rifles and take off. 
The R. A.F. and our boys are doing a fine job. I think Hitler's 
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zang is slowly losing out all around .... We are all well and get
ting along fine, and there is nothing to worry about. The men 
are getting trips to London once in a while. We have gotten 
used to the weather, money, and ways of the British in general." 14 

The regulation ten-minute halt in an all-day training march 
through drenching winter rain and intermittent drizzle found Com
pany K near an ivy-covered brick wall enclosing an English coun
try churchyard. Thomas R. Henry, Staff Correspondent for the 
Washington Star, described the scene: 

"These men were gathered in the mossy _gateway of a lovely 
manor house to which the church at one time had been an adjunct. 
The house was set in a lovely park of oaks and yews. It reminded 
them a lot, they said, of some of the fine country places around 
Charlottesville. They adjusted themselves to the atmosphere of the 
British countryside more easily than most American troops because 
of this similarity. 

" 'It came pretty easy to me,' remarked Corporal H. L. Baptist 
of Ivy, Virginia, a former University of Virginia student, 'because, 
you see, Ivy is a typical British settlement. There must be 50 
English families around there, some of whom have kept up the 
ways of life of the old country, and I was brought up among them.' 

"With Corporal Baptist was Sergeant William T. Chewning, 
who used to be a member of the universiw football squad. The 
whole group, in fact, is imbued with the football tradition of 
Charlottesville. They have just walked away with the cham
pionship of the regiment to which they are attached ... . 

"Since they have been here they have taken up English football 
and, Sergeant Chewning said , they have found it a tougher game 
than the American brand. 

" 'I had thought it was tame,' he added , 'but there's a lot more 
chance to get your neck broken. At home, you see, you run with 
the ball, or kick it, or pass it, but you don't try to do all three 
things at once and a fellow is tackled only when he is running. 
Here the idea is to get the ball ahead any way and everybody 
can pile on you once you are down.' " 15 

In May of 194 3 Sergeant Purvis wrote requesting some cigarettes. 
"We can ' t buy American cigarettes here, and these aren't worth 
smoking."16 

Lady Astor, the former Nancy Langhorne of " Mirador," Albe
marle County, took an active interest in the 116th Infantry from 
her native state. Sickness in her family caused a delay in her 
plans to do something for "those dear Virginia boys," but in time 
she was entertaining her Virginia cousins. There was a pre-Fourth 
of July reception and dance on Saturday as the Fourth fell on Sun
day in 1943. 
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The following December Lady Astor attended a special per
formance of the 29th Division's musical show "Get Crackin'." 
Major General Leonard T. Gerow of Petersburg, Virginia, the 
division commander, introduced Lady Astor to the audience, re
marking that she had a special talent for telling Cornish dialect 
stories and that she had often expressed a desire to obtain some 
real· Virginia ham. "Lady Astor," said the general, "I once made 
a wager. If you will tell three stories for my outfit here tonight, 
you can have your pig." Thereupon a squirming, be-ribboned 
porker was dragged to the platform. Never to be outdone, Lady 
Astor gamely marched to the microphone and in her inimitable 
manner won the pig. 

A general favorite with the division, Lady Astor at first was 
made an honorary private first class but later received a "battlefield 
promotion" to second lieutenant.17 

By July, 194 3, Company K was attracting the attention of 
the "brass." For the past fifteen months the company had had 
no men AWOL and no cases of venereal disease. The Medical 
Corps in the European Theatre of Operations, which was working 
hard to keep down the rise of venereal cases, wanted to know how 
Company K was able to make such an outstanding record. It was 
universally concluded that the company had men of higher caliber 
than the average unit. In the history of the company, with its 
highly selective peacetime recruiting policy and its strong esprit de 
corps built up over a long period, were to be found the reasons for the 
high standards of conduct.18 

Recognized as an outstanding unit, Company K was ordered 
to Liverpool for two months of guard duty. While it was there 
the 116th Infantry moved. When the Company rejoined the regi
ment, it was stationed at Crown Hill Barracks near Plymouth. 
While there the men spent long hours in rigorous amphibious train
ing preparing for the coming invasion. During the maneuvers in 
the Channel they often saw the mysterious shores of France which 
awaited the day of liberation. Many of the men also went to Scot
land for extensive ranger training. As the second winter in England 
passed and the days lengthened, everyone became increasingly anxious 
to begin the real fighting. 

After two years of planning and preparation, the invasion of 
France was launched on June 6, 1944. For the landing two strips 
of the Normandy coast on either side of the Vire Estuary were 
selected. The beach to the northwest was designated Utah Beach 
and that to the east Omaha Beach. On the latter the 29th Division 
landed. On its left to the east was the First Division. Still farther 
to the east the British forces landed. In his book Invasion!, Charles 
Christian Wertenbaker of Charlottesville, a newspaper correspondent 
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who accompanied the troops, told vividly the story of the landings 
and of the struggle for a firm beachhead. The transport USS Thomas 
Jefferson, wh1cn carried the early waves of the 116th Infantry 
assault troops, was able to unload all its landing craft in sixty-six 
minutes. The craft left the rendezvous area at 4: 3 0 A. M. and 
headed for the beach. A storm, which had occasioned a twenty
four hour delay in launching the invasion, made the sea very rough, 
and many men became seasick in the small craft. 19 

In a letter to his mother Captain Charles C. Cole of Charlottes
ville, commander of Battery B, 110th Field Artillery with the 29th 
Division, described the action on Omaha Beach. 

"I hit the beach D-Day and as long as I live I shall never forget the 
infantry that day or the days since. They are still the backbone of any 
army and deserve all the medals and praise that man can give them. 
We couldn't have dom without the Air Corps and Navy shelling, 
but Jerry was dug in the cliffs in huge tunnels which the Air Corps 
and Navy couldn ' t and didn't dent. V../c didn't know this, though, 
until we hit the beach and then all hell broke loose. 

"Some of these tunnels ran for miles inland and even three or 
four days afterwards the beach was being sniped upon, and at the 
other end we were digging them out of houses and chateaus. They 
had lived in these tunnels for years and were well stocked with every 
human need. But the doughboys-and how your heart bleeds for 
them-kept going forward. 

" That first week was a little ticklish. As much of everything was 
trying to get ashore that could, and we in front were being shoved 
forward whether we wanted to or not-and I must say I didn't 
always want to. At one time there we came close to putting bayo
nets on our guns , so close were we to Jerry and with no infantry in 
front of us. 

"For three days we were doing two things~-trying to fight and 
trying to collect everybody together again. Between trying to land 
on a place about as big as a bath tub and being shelled by the 
Jerry 88's, we were pretty well disorganized and separated. But 
gradually things have settled down, so that now we are using some 
of the stuff we have been taught all these past months." 20 

A veteran of the Mediterranean campaigns, Major William R. 
Washington of Crozet landed with the First Division on Omaha 
Beach. Out of thirty-eight officers and enlisted men in an assault 
boat, he was one of twelve who lived to reach the beach. When 
intense enemy fire pinned down the leading waves of the 16th 
Infantry, Major Washington fearlessly exposed himself to the rak
ing fire along the shore -in order to get the halted men to move 
inland. Through barbed wire entanglements and uncharted mine 
fields, the men led by Major Washington scrambled up the heavily 
fortified cliffs and destroyed several enemy strong points. After the 
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troops were established on the high ground, Major Washington, 
though badly wounded by sniper fire, moved forward to a vital 
crossroad near Colleville-sur-Mer and set up an observation post 
which he manned for twenty-four hours, giving valuable directions 
to the advancing troops. In recognition of Major Washington's 
incomparable fighting spirit and magnificent valor, the Distinguished 
Service Cross was awarded to him. While recovering from his 
wounds Major Washington remarked: " How I got through I' 11 
never know unless it was by the grace of God and the fact that my 
wife was praying for me." 21 

Company K, 116th Infantry, landed shortly after 7: 00 A. M. on 
the beach to the east of !es Moulins, which was about a mile east 
of where they were supposed to land. The craft of Company K 
came in well bunched on the right flank of the 3rd Battalion. 
Enemy small arms fire was light, and no losses were sustained in 
crossing the tidal flat to the shingle. Nevertheless the men tended 
to become immobilized as they reached cover, and reorganization 
was made difficult because a number of other units had also landed 
in the area. Once started, the men had trouble getting to the top of 
the cliffs. Sporadic machinegun fire hit a few men on the beach, 
and mines caused difficulty on the slope of the bluff. Guides had 
to be placed to mark routes of ascent. Company K lost fifteen or 
twenty men before the top was reached shortly after nine o'clock. 
The men then moved a couple of hundred yards inland before they 
were pinned down in open fields by scattered machinegun fire and 
some shelling. One boat team under the leadership of Technical 
Sergeant Carl D. Proffitt, Jr., of Charlottesville was able to push 
inland to Vierville-sur-Mer. After they were forced by the Germans 
to withdraw, Proffitt twice led the men back. That night they 
were used for headquarters security. During the night efforts were 
made to reorganize the company .22 

On D+ l the 2 70th Port Company was landed at Omaha Beach. 
It began to bring order to the handling of supplies there, an abso
lutely essential function if the drive into Northern France was to 
rncce2d. The men of the company included Corporal Robert L. 
Wicks, Route 2, Charlottesville; Private First Class Thomas D. 
Gardner, Cobham: Private First Class John N. Zellars, Crozet; and 
Private First Class John B. White, Esmont. 23 Company K of the 
] 16th Infantry spent this day mopping up remnants of enemy resis
tance along the bluffs and then joined in the perimeter defense of 
Vierville that night. 

At Pointe du Hoe, to the west of Omaha Beach, a force of Rangers 
who had landed D-Day were isolated. Early on June 8 the 3rd 
Battalion of the 116th Infantry joined other units moving along 
the coast road to Pointe du Hoe. Company K took part in the 
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attack which relieved the Rangers and cleared the enemy from the 
area by noon. The Americans then pressed on 1 to Grandcamp
les-Bains. a beach resort town, a little over two miles farther west. 
After the 5th Ranger Battalion had attacked and failed to take the 
town, the 3rd Battalion of the 116th Infantry moved into position 
late in the afternoon. Tanks led the way across a bridge over a 
flooded area just east of the town, and then Companies K and L 
crossed and attacked abreast on either side of the highway. Com
pany K on the north side found the enemy strongly entrenched on a 
nse. Repeated assaults were turned back bv machinegun and rifle 
fire. The companv commander, Captain William Geoff Pingley, 
Jr , of Winchester, Virginia, was killed as he moved forward. An 
officer who was nearby tells how, after two hours of fozhtirn,, Tech
nical Sergeant Frank Dabney Peregory of Charlottesville took the 
situation in hand and won a Medal of Honor. 

"Realizing that it was necessary to go in after the Germans, rhe] 
crawled into the withering fire that covered the hillside and worked 
}1is way to the crest. He carried only his r_ifle and bayonet and some 
hand grenades. Near the crest he discovered a trench that led toward 
the main fortification and dropped into it. He I found himself 
;,mnna a sonad of enemy riflemen and immediatelv engaq-ed them. 

. T-T" killed eil!ht of these and captured three others and then , with 
his nrisoners . advanced on the main position along the shelter of 
thr trench. This was a deeply entrenched machinegun position and 
ming the hand grenades he destroyed the position and forced the 
surrender of 3 2 other German riflemen. " 24 

During this action which broke the Germa.n resistance First Ser
geant Purvis exposed himself in order to bring fire upon the enemy 
emplacement, and at the risk of his life he materially aided the 
advance. The Silver Star was awarded to him for his heroic action. 25 

Grandcamp was occupied before dark, but Company K withdrew 
to spend the night in a field to the south of town. The next few 
days were spent in mopping up the area . The company then moved 
south across the Arne River and became a part of the 29th Division 
reserve. Here the men relaxed briefly. 

On June 12 Staff Sergeant Jacob Lee Lively of · Charlottesville 
wrote to his wife, "I guess by now you already know that I am 
somewhere in France. They had a nice reception waiting for us, 
but we in turn had a nice one all cooked up for them. We hit them 
a blow that was heard all the way across the Channel. ... 

"I guess Mom is pretty well shocked but tell her not to worry
I will keep my head down and go like h - - -. We can't lose; we 
have too much stuff for them and are all Americans. Being Ameri
cans means a lot . We are superior and will definitely prove it all the 
way to the Heinie. How long we will last is undetermined, but 
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I personally think we will come out 0. K. I have put an extra 
emphasis on my prayers." 

Published in The Daily Progress on June 24, this letter was the 
fast wore! of the Monticello Guard to reach Charlottesville from 
France. 

On June 12 Sergeant Peregory also wrote a V-mail letter to his 
wife, modestly remarking "news is scarce." The next day Company 
K advanced to the south, crossed the Elle River, and pushed on to 
the village of Couvains. The following day the company was or
dered to take a patch of woods on high ground to the south of the 
town. Three determined attacks were made, but each was repulsed 
with heavy losses. The division took the high ground three miles 
north of St. Lo on June 17. While leading his platoon through a 
gate during the second attack on June 14 Peregory wc_1s killed. 
\Vrote Technical Sergeant Ellwyn C. Walsh of Charlottesville, who 
\Vas wounded in the cheek that day, "They finally got Frank today 
but he didn't miss a one of the Jerries until they did get him." 26 

Peregory was born iri Albemarle County, April I 0, I 9 I 5. His 
uarents, Mr. and Mrs. James Ervin Peregory of Esmont, died when 
he was still a boy. After attending school at Esmont, Peregory came 
to Charlottesville where he worked from the time he was twelve 
years old. For four years prior to entering the service, he was em
uloyed by the Barnes Lumber Company. He first enlisted in the 
Monticello Guard on July 5, 1931, when only sixteen years old. As 
a private first class he was mustered into Federal service on February 
3, 19 41. When the Guard visited Charlottesville five months later 
to take part in the Fourth of July parade and celebration, Peregory 
remained for the weekend, and on Saturday, July 5, he married 
Bessie Geneva Kirby. 

Shortly after Pearl Harbor while Company K was engaged for 
two months in patrolling the coast around New Bern, North Caro
lina, Peregory became the first hero of the 29th Division. Early 
Sunday morning, January 11, 1942, a weapons carrier in which a 
patrol of Company K was riding skidded on the icy road and plunged 
into a canal near Hobucken, North Carolina. Most of the men ex
tricated themselves from the submerged vehicle, but when Corporal 
Massie N. Tomlin of Charlottesville called the roll, it was dis
covered that Private Stanley P. Major was missing. Peregory, 
realizing that Major was still in the truck, immediately dived into 
the icy water to rescue him. Descending through a hole which 
had been cut in the tarpaulin top of the truck, Peregory located the 
unconscious soldier and thrust his body up through the opening 
where Tomlin and others could grasp the apparently lifeless form. 
While awaiting assistance for which Corporal Earl F. \Vilkerson of 
Charlottesville had been dispatched, Privates John Chris Kardos 
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of Charlottesville and Willard C. Dyer worke;! diligently for balf 
an hour to restore Major to consciousness. · It was some hours later, 
however, after the group had returned to camp that Major was re
vived. For his heroic and unselfish deed Peregory was awarded the 
Soldier's Medal. and various other members of the patrol were 
commended. 

The Soldier's Medal. America's highest award for non-combat 
gallantry, was presented to Peregory (then a corporal) by Major 
General Leonard T. Gerow at the A. P. Hill Military Reservation on 
June 17, 1942. Members of the 116th Regimental Combat Team, 
commanded by Colonel E. Walton Opie, marched by the reviewing 
stand where General Gerow and Corporal Peregory received the 
salute of the troops as they passed. After the parade the modest 
hero quietly slipped away and later was to be found doing his 
routine duties. 27 

Peregory of course never knew that he had won the Medal of 
Honor, for he had been killed only six days after his singlehanded 
exploit at Grandcamp in Normandy, long before the award could be 
made. A posthumous presentation of the medal was made to his 
wife, on June 4, 1945, at the Charlottesville City Armory, where 
Peregory had drilled with the National Guard. Present besides close 
friends and relatives were Mayor Roscoe S. Adams, the local units of 
the Virginia State Guard , and some returmd members of the Monti
cello Guard. In presenting the medal Brigadier General E. R. 
Warner McCabe of Charlottesville, commandant of the School of 
Military Government at the University of Virginia, assured the 
hero's widow, "You will have the comfort and consolation and satis 
faction of knowing that your heroic husband's memory will live 
forever in the heart of his country and his valiant deeds will live in 

the hearts of his fellow citizens." 
The citation for tbe Medal of Honor reads: 

On June 8, 1944, the 3rd Battalion of the 116th Infantry 
was advancing on the strongly held German defenses at Grand
camp, France, when the leading elements were suddenly halted 
by decimating machinegun fire from a firmly entrenched enemy 
force on the high ground overlooking the town. After nu
merous attempts to neutralize the enemy position by supporting 
artillery and tank fire had proved ineffective, Sergeant Pere gory, 
on his own initiative, advanced up the hill under withering fire 
and worked his way to the crest where he discovered an entrench
ment leading to the main fortification 200 yards away. With
out hesitating he leaped into the trench and moved toward the 
emplacement. Encountering a squad of enemy riflemen, he 
fearlessly attacked them with hand grenades and bayonet, killed 
eight and forced three to surrender. Continuing along the 
trench, he single-handedly forced the surrender of thirty-two 
more riflemen, captured the machinegunners, and opened the way 
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for the leading elements of the battalion to advance and secure its 
objective. The extraordinary gallantry and aggressiveness dis 
played by Sergeant Peregory are exemplary of the highest tradi
tions of the Armed Forces. 28 

The members cf Company K were learning the grim lessons of 
war at first hand. Wrote Staff Sergeant Clayborne W. Dudley of 
Charlottesville, "I guess you know by now that our outfit was one 
of the first to land in France on D-Day and as far as I know they 
are still in there fighting. I waited two years to get over there and 
then didn 't stay but nine days. However, I learned more in those 
nine days than I did in the two years I was here in England. I 
never really knew what war was until after I was in there fighting, 
and believe me it's hell .... Day and night the shells and bullets 
are hitting close to vou and one can never tell just when you will get 
the next one. Some of the boys are glad when they are hit so they 
can get out of it for awhile. The piece that hit me felt as if it were 
as big as a house , and I had to look the second time to see if my arm 
was still on my body. Altogether. I got hit six times, but all of them 
are healed except the one on my wrist. I guess it won't be long 
before I'll be back over there so if my letters are few you'll under
stand." 29 

In times of stress some soldiers found in religion a source of com
fort and strength. Private Roy Daniel Carver of Crozet, a member 
of the Methodist Church, wrote his wife, "I was reading a chapter 
in my testament the other night, as I do each day that I get a 
chance, and a Spanish boy came up and asked me to read out loud to 
him. But, as you know, l do not like to read to anyone, so I 
called one of my buddies to come over and read to us out of my 
testament. Another boy passed and hearing what was going on, he 
stopped and _joined us. It certainly made me feel good to know that 
I had helped someone out that wanted to hear the word of God 
during these trying times. None of the three boys has a testament 
so they now borrow mine to read. I carry mine with me at all 
times so that others, as well as I. may read from it." 30 

During the ea rly days of the invasion some soldiers came into 
contact with many second rate German troops who surrendered 
when the going got tough. "These d- - - Germans don ' t quite 
seem to be the supermen you read about," wrote Private Peter G . 
Pekas of Charlottesville, with Company C. 12th Infantry. " When 
we make things a little too hot for them, they come out and surrender. 
All it takes to make them come out of their holes is a little machine
gun fire and a little artillery." 31 

Farther inland around St . Lo the Americans found the Germans 
fighting with dogged determination. By June 17 the 1, 16th In 
fantry was within three miles of that city, but it required over a 
month of the most gruelling combat to break through the German 

worldwartwoveterans.org 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



ASSA UL TING FORTRESS EUROPE 241 

defenses. On July 15 the regiment was attacking southwest along 
a ridge east of St. Lo, when the second battalion made an important 
advance and reached the edge of la Madeleine, a village only a mile 
from the city. Well in front of the rest of the 29th Division, the 
battalion was isolated. At 4:30 A. M. on July 17, the third bat
talion under Major Thomas D. Howie of Staunton, Virginia, at
tacked with the mission of re-enforcing the second battalion so that 
the two battalions could continue the attack on St. Lo. This was 
the first silent night attack the Americans had made since landing. 
Only two men in each platoon were authorized to fire even in emer
gency: the rest were to rely on bayonet and hand grenades. Above all 
else they were to get through. Technical Sergeant Marshall L. Tomlin 
of Charlottesville, a platoon leader of Company K, remarked , "If 
we'd tried this earlier, we'd never have got the men to hold their 
fire. It takes a lot of experience not to shoot back when you are 
shot at." 

The attack moved fast. Sergeant Tomlin personally killed at least 
three Germans. 

"I bayoneted my first one," he said, «iust as he was coming out 
of hi~ hole with his machine pistol in his hand. I was on top of 
a hedQerow and I was pretty scared, I guess , because I lunged at him 
so hard I could hardly get the bayonet out. It went in high up on 
his chest, hitting the heart. He let out a little noise and that was the 
end of it. 

"There was another fellow coming for me in the mist and I hit 
him with the butt and knocked hi.m cold. Then I stuck him to 
make sure·. They were beginning to wake up at this time and I 
threw a grenade at two machine gunners who were just setting up 
1 their gun I. It knocked them both out." He bayoneted his third 
man later. 32 

By 7: 30 that morning the third battalion had reached its ob
jective and reorganized. When asked by phone if the battalion 
would lead the advance on St. Lo, Major Howie replied, "Will do." 
He then ordered Company K to spearhead the attack. Hardly had 
the company officers left, after receiving their orders, when German 
mortar fire hit the command post, killing Major Howie. Soon 
enemy artillery fire was covering the entire area, and the attack had 
to be abandoned. 

Late the next day a 29th Division task force fought its way into 
the city. With it went the body of Major Howie, which was placed 
on the rubble before the ruined cathedral. He had promised to meet 
his men in St. L6, and they wanted to keep the rendezvous. 

After forty-five days of the most savage fighting the 29th Division 
was relieved. Those men who had served throughout the campaign 
were presented certificates by the Division Commander, Major Gen
eral Charles H. Gerhardt, commending their service from D-Day to 
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St. Lo. The 116th Infantry on September 6, 1944, was awarded a 
Presidential Citation " for extraordinary heroism and outstanding 
performance of duty in action in the initial assault on the northern 
coast of Normandy." Its personnel thus became entitled to wear 
the Distinguished Unit Badge. Later the 29th Division was 
awarded the French Croix de Guerre . Decorations too numerous to 
catalogue were awarded to individuals. By July, 1945, after the 
fo;hting was over but before all awards had been made, the men of 
Company K, I] 6th Infantry , had already won one Medal of Honor, 
two Distinguished Service Crosses, forty-three Silver Stars, eighty
eight Bronze Stars, and 49 2 Purple Hearts, besides one Distinguished 
Conduct Medal <British) and one Croix de Guerre (French) . 33 

On 0+38, even before the fall of St. Lo, the first detachment of 
WA Cs arrived in Fra~ce to do clerical work in the Forward Echelon, 
Communications Zone Headquarters. They carried shovels for dig
ging foxholes but no guns. First down the gangplank of the 
cruiser was First Sergeant Nancy Elizabeth Carter of Charlottesville. 
While the French villagers cheered , the American Gis whistled a 
welcome to "the morale builders." 

A few miles south of Cherbourg in an anple orchard just outside 
of Valongnes the girls set up housekeeping in the most anproved GI 
manner. They dug ditches around the tents to carry off the water 
which gathered during eight straight days of rain. On the other 
hand, thev also learned how to make one helmet full of water provide 
first a bath. then ;i shampoo, and finally clean clothes. They suo 
nlemented C ;,nd K rations with fresh apole sauce and even apple pie. 
There were also a few other feminine extras, such as flowers in can 
teen cups and teddy bears propped up on bunks. As first sergeant. 
Nancy Cartrr h::id the resoonsibilit y nf preparing for the housing of 
additional V./ A Cs as they arrived. This was an arduous undertak
ing, but by working from dawn until dark in the long northern 
European summer days she got the job done in such a manner as to 
win a Bronze Star. 

With the liberation of Paris , Sergeant Carter and other WACs of 
her detachment packed their gear and on September 6, 1944, moved 
to the French capital with the Communications Zone Headquarters.34 

The liberation of Paris was perhaps the most colorful campaign 
of the whole war. To the armies the city had great strategic value, 
but to the French people it was the sacred symbol of the whole na
tion. When the shackles of German occupation were broken, the 
French were carried away with a great delirium of joy. Captain 
Henry R. Macy of Charlottesville with the Office of Strategic Services 
was among the first Americans to enter the liberated city. In a jeep 
driven by Colonel Donald Q. Coster, Captain Macy and a young 
French lieutenant followed General Charles de Gaulle, when he pa-
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raded from the Arc de Triomphe to the Cathedral de Notre Dame 
on August 26, 1944. 

"I saw the President of the Provisional Government of the French 
Republic," Macy wrote his wife, " that tall, gloomy, controversial 
character who has from the month of June, 1940, symbolized the 
French Resistance, the courage and the hope and the pride of French
men all over the world. He had a very serious expression on his 
face and made odd little gestures with his hands which he did not 
1aise above his waist- small encouraging movements to the crowd
very restrained. He got into his car and then a wild procession down 
the Rue de Rivoli. The Colonel shoved tanks and armored cars 
aside in his determination to get close to the "Grand Charlie." 
Eventually we got into the square in front of the Hotel de Ville 
where the General was to speak from a platform. Here the crowd 
was thicker than ever, and I noticed a jeep full of correspondents and 
photographers, writing and snapping madly away .... We started 
across the Pont Notre Dame in the wake of de Gaulle, on our way to 
the Cathedral when the ominous sound of firing began. Of course, 
one has no way of knowing where they come from, or against whom 
they are directed. The crowd hit the pavement like lightning, and 
the colonel turned the jeep around and we tore back across the Place 
de L'H6tel de Ville , careened around the corner into the Rue de 
Rivoli (I was convinced that we would run over a dozen people---
but as an ambulance driver in 1940 I guess D. Q. C. has learned to 
maneuver) and down the street. He was calling out " Soyez tran
quilles, ce n'est rien, " I was smoking a cigarette and making the 
V sign for lack of anything else to do and feeling rather foolish, and 
the French officer had his pistol out and I think was looking for a 
target. We must have presented a rather frantic appearance, driving 
like mad down the street with sounds of shots all around, apparently 
in desperate flight from danger, and calling on the people to be calm 
and that there was nothing. As we approached the Louvre where 
there is a wide space, I noticed that the people were lying on the streets, 
and plead with the colonel to turn off the street and get out of the 
car. So we swerved into a side street almost running down the crowd 
and stopped the car, got out and dashed into a building. By now 
there was shooting everywhere. Apparently it was rather heavy in 
the Place de la Concorde. (The Square of Peace 1) People were still 
in the street, police and F. F. I. were firing at windows up and down 
and I must say it was the most exciting moment of my life. It went 
on for about an hour I should think, but it was now a week old for 
the Parisians, and they were unbelievably calm on the whole, although 
some were evidently terrified, and others were cursing the Germans, 
and apologized to us- were horrified that this should happen when 
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the Americans had arrived. They seemed to think it involved a breach 
of hospitality on their part. " 30 

Meanwhile, back in England the German robot buzz bombs were 
taking a heavy toll. "One fell about 25 yards from a building that 
I was in," wrote Corporal Melvin R. Bishop, Jr., of Charlottesville. 
"I really hit the :floor fast, but plaster walis and glass and all kinds 
of furniture hit the floor first-and believe it or not I only got a 
few small scratches. I was lucky to get out alive. That's the closest 
I've been to one but I have had about ten within two blocks of me. 
I'm ruining all my uniforms hitting the ground." 36 

Lieutenant James Cranwell of Ivy, who had been on more than 
thirty missions over Europe as navigator in his B-24 bomber, " Little 
Hutch," remarked: " Those buzz bombs are bad. I went into London 
once, but I got out right away. It was too risky. I figured there was 
no sense in risking my life twice a day." 37 

Somewhat later, Private First Class Charles T. Lupton of Char
lottesville had a narrow escape in a London station. While he was 
buying a ticket to return to his company of combat engineers, a rocket 
bomb exploded nearby. The concussion was terrific. He was much 
impressed by what he saw during his two-day pass. "London at 
night was a new experience," he remembered. " There were large 
crowds on the Square, but few autos were seen on the streets. The 
city is partially blacked out. No one seemed to mind the alert signals 
or the buzz-bombs. When the signals sounded, there was no scur
rying for shelter." 38 

While the Army pushed forward on the ground, the air force was 
also carrying the war to the Germans. Second Lieutenant Robert S. 
Gleason of Charlottesville downed his first enemy plane over Axis
held Europe. In the " Vicious Virgin," one of a P-4 7 Thunderbolt 
Group providing protection for heavy bombers during a raid over 
Germany, he became involved in a fight with twenty-eight Jerry 
fighters, twenty-six of which were shot down. " I looked around and 
saw an ME- I 09 chasing two P-4 7 s," said the Charlottesville flier. 
''They crossed right in front of me. I opened fire at 45 0 yards and 
closed to 200, firing my .50 caliber wing guns all the way. Suddenly 
I felt my plane being hit and found myself in a violent turn to the 
right. When I had completed 180 degrees of my turn I looked back 
and saw the ME- I 09 that I had fired at exploding. I saw no para
chute." "'Vhen Gleason added up the damage to his own plane, he 
found that one 20 mm. shell had shattered his canopy and sprinkled 
the cockpit with shrapnel. Another had landed in one of the wing 
ammunition boxes, exploding the last of the ammunition. A third 
had smashed his tail surface, and a fourth had damaged his right 
rudder. After landing he counted seventy-seven holes in the riddled 
plane. 39 
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"I was shot down in flames over Holland during the big airborne 
operations you 've been reading about, " Second Lieutenant Allen N. 
White, Jr., of Ivy, pilot of a B-24 Liberator bomber, told his parents. 
"Before I go any further, I'd better say that by some miracle I escaped 
without a scratch, not even so much as a bruise. In fact, only one 
member of the crew was injured-the radio operator got some minor 
burns on his face and hands, but nothing serious, thank God .... 

" \Ve decided to risk a crash landing rather than bail out, which 
later proved to be a smart idea, as we would have been landed right 
on top of a bunch of Jerries. 

"As it ,vas, we put her down smoothly in a field of scrub not more 
than 200 yards from a Heinie heavy machinegun. The minute she 
stopped rolling we really got the hell out-but fast! Luckily there 
was a shallow ditch close by which we dove into headlong and crawled 
along in it on our bellies for about 5 0 yards. 

"We paused a while for breath and looked back to watch the Old 
Lady burn. God, what a fire! And were we thankful to be alive, 
even though our future was a little uncertain." 

However, a British armored patrol soon dashed to the scene, he 
said. "They hauled us aboard their Bren gun carrier and plied us 
with beer and cognac, which revived us enough so that we could tell 
them our story coherently." He added that the patrol was "Hun
hunting," but rushed the airmen back to brigade headquarters before 
continuing on their party. 

"So that's how the colonel had a few unexpected visitors for tea. I 
must say he rose to the occasion admirably. 'Bit of a hot show, 
wasn ' t it, chaps?', he greeted us. 'Well, nice to have you here-just 
in time for tea, too. Bloody punctual, you Yanks.' " 40 

Lieutenant Joseph D. Moore of Charlottesvi1.le, also in the Septem
ber airborne operations in Holland, wrote his parents. "I was in the 
first wave of parachutists to jump. Gee, you should have seen the 
show. There seemed to be millions of different colored chutes in the 
air at once. Too, the sky was covered with transports, fighters and 
bombers. Seemed as if the whole Air Corps turned out to give us a 
helping hand wbicb we needed very much. 

"While crossing the English Channel, there appeared to be thou
sands of transports on the rear of the column I was riding in. I only 
saw one plane go down in all that mess. Each time the Jerries 
opened up on us with anti-aircraft fire, about four fighters would dive 
down to end their career. That was truly a greater air show tban in
vasion day on France. I certainly hope they made some newsreels of 
it so all of us can see them after it's over.'' 41 

After ninety-four gruelling days at the front, where he was twice 
wounded by shrapnel and finally knocked out for eigbt bours in a 
barrage on the Siegfried Line on September 8, Sergeant Frank Cullen 
Hartman of the 4th Infantry Division was evacuated to a hospital in 
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England. Here, as he recuperated he was haunted by what he had 
seen of the barbarities inflicted by the enemy. ''I've often wondered 
what the people back home feel about punishing the Germans after 
the war is over," he wrote. "If they want to be lenient, I have 
something I'd sure like to tell them. I know they'd change their 
minds .... 

"It was done by the SS troops, those fanatical Hitlerats that seem 
to think the only way to win a war is by cruelty. This scene took 
place in a little town in France near the Belgian border. We had 
stopped at one town near dark the Jerries had just vacated, and pre
pared to dig in for the night. Then word came the Jerries were in this 
other town about five miles away. 

"Well, we left to go to this town and drive the Heinies out ..... 
We were going to move up three miles and bivouac for the night, then 
early next morning we were going the rest of the way and attack the 
Jerries. In a few minutes it was dark and cloudy with no moon. 
The blackness could be cut with a knife it seemed. 

"As we marched along we could see a fire in the distance. As we 
drew closer and closer on the winding mountain road, the tenseness and 
nervousness of us all mounted in anticipation of the battle ahead. We 
all go through that before a battle, and it's something that can't be 
explained. 

"Anyway, instead of stopping for the night, we advanced right 
into the city. The whole eastern half of the town was in flames, 
set by the Germans. The first sight I saw as I entered into the city, 
besides the burning buildings, was an old man and woman, and a 
little girl of five or six who was bandaged from head to foot. The 
old man was crying, trying to run into the flaming building behind 
him (it was his home) while the old woman was trying to keep 
him out. The little girl had been slashed by the Jerries, and the 
Recon units who preceded us had bandaged the girl. The FFI had 
opposed the Germans, so they killed quite a few of them, ran their 
tanks through the streets before the people could leave their homes 
and shelled them. 

"Then they took all the old people and children between five and 
seven, and cut their throats. Some, they ripped their bellies open, 
stuffed gasoline soaked wadding in it, lit a match to it, and locked 
them in houses. Many persons were locked in and burned alive. 
They cut the throats of the dogs they found. 

"No, we never caught the Jerries, but the FFI made one pay." 
Six months later from Germany Sergeant Hartman wrote: "A 

German woman came running over and put her hand on my arm, 
looked into my eyes pleadingly and said, 'Ve haf five little sheldren 
ofer here who are hungry. Haf you some chocalate for them?' 
Maybe God and Dick [ a brother who had been killed in battle] 
will forgive me ... but I couldn't resist that look. I said nothing, 
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stepped into my truck and got a can of lima beans and a large box 
of cocoa and gave them to her. She cried excitedly, 'Danke schoen,' 
that is 'thank you · in c:;erman ... l can't help it, I can't be hard even 
as much as 1 hate them. " 42 

The advance into Germany received a sharp setback in December, 
i 944, when Hitler lashed out with the Arctennes counteroffensive. 
The Battle of the Bulge delayed the Allied advance about six weeks, 
during which time some of the bitterest fighting of the war took 
place. The Americans were, however, only checked, not stalled. 

During the defense of Bastogne, Belgium, Private First Class Elton 
L. Knight of Charlottesville served with the 502nd Parachute Regi
ment of the 101st Airborne Division. Armed only with a light ma
chinegun, he silenced a German strong point in a single-handed assault. 
Bis company had been assigned the mission of securing a high ground 
and establishing defensive positions. As soon as the company crossed 
its line of departure it was pinned down by automatic weapons fire 
and heavy concentrations of enemy artillery. In disregard of the fire 
Knight, operating his machinegun from his hip, rushed upon the well
entrenched enemy, who were armed with two machineguns and five 
machine pistols, and captured the area. His daring won for him the 
Silver Star.43 

On January 6, 19 4 5, Private First Class Herbert C. Bethel of . 
Charlottesville went on a night raid across the swift, icy Roer River 
into well-defended Germa'n territory on the east bank. His platoon 
had instructions to capture a prisoner for interrogation. 

"Before the entire platoon had crossed the Roer, their presence was 
discovered and a hail of small arms and machinegun fire raked their 
area. Not a man faltered. Despite the ease of escape which was still 
available and despite the knowledge of the obstacles which lay in wait, 
the platoon plowed through the withering fire. With a spirit of de
fiance, each man plunged through the water and a successful river cross
ing was effected. That platoon continued to work its way through the 
difficult marshy terrain. The intense enemy small arms and automatic 
fire was now augmented by a profuse number of well-aimed hand 
grenades. Undaunted, the platoon continued forward under perfect . 
control until it encountered the enemy protective wire. Like a well
rehearsed play, each man sprang to his feet to execute his assigned task. 
The wire was immediately blown · with bangalore torpedoes, and 
·with calm but decisive manner the men rushed through the gap to 
their prearranged positions. Twenty-two minutes after H-}Iour, a 
prisoner was captured and the platoon proceeded back in quick, orderly 
manner. Despite continuous enemy fire, the entire patrol returned 
with its captive and with but one man wounded." 44 

.Shortly before the Germans surrendered, Second Lieutenant James 
A. Hageman of Charlottesville with the _Eighth Air Force delivered 
food by parachute to starving Dutch people. Relating his experiences 
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on one of several such flights, Lieutenant Hageman said: "We made 
our coast in point, exactly on the money, and shortly after that we 
turned left at the initial point on our bomb run, flying from there to 
our target near Rotterdam at an unusually slow speed. Our entrance 
was made into the then still occupied Dutch territory under a truce 
agreement, but none of us expected the Germans to hold their fire .... 

"We were in the lead element of the lead squadron of the lead group 
of the first wing; in other words, we were there first. From my front 
seat I could get a good look at the reactions of the people, and from 
500 feet I could see, at least I thought I did, the famed wooden shoes 
upon the feet of those who came out to greet us. 

"And they were there all right. At first the people just looked at 
us curiously, wondering what we were up to, since the operation was 
unknown to those not in the actual dropping area. It wasn't long 
before they were waving at us with flags and everything handy-caps, 
scarfs, handkerchiefs, towels, anything at all. They came out in 
pairs, in bunches, in mobs, but they were there and they were happy. 
By this time, though, we were quite jittery. Would the J erries shoot, 
or wouldn ' t they? Could we trust them? \Vhy should we? Well, 
maybe they wouldn't. Maybe, pray, brother, pray .... 

" They didn ' t shoot a round at us. We flew in, found the target, 
inspected the area to see if the authorities had cleared away the people, 
radioed our okay to the trailing squadron, and made a big circle to 
the right to get behind the bomber stream. The general and the 
colonel and us wanted to see the results. So we took a 45-minute 
tour of Holland to kill time. Everywhere we looked we could see 
people waving at us, looking up at us as we sailed past, paying their 
respects to us and waving a salute to what we were doing. There 
they were, starved, beaten, conquered slaves, looking up to us for 
help. They were dying by the thousands every day, but they were 
happy this day."45 

"This day has been a day of awakening to horror and the absolute 
depth of baseness of the Nazi mind," wrote Technical Sergeant Henry 
J. Euler, Jr., of Red Hill after visiting a Nazi slave labor camp on 
April 13, 1945, where he witnessed the work of exhuming hastily 
interred bodies of an estimated six thousand people. "I have seen 
scenes that you, I and millions like ·us have seen portrayed on the 
screens of our theatres," he continued. "Over here we cannot shrug 
it off and forget it in the quiet atmosphere of our after-theatre beer 
joints or soda parlors. The stink of death is still in my nostrils .... 

"When we arrived," Sergeant Euler wrote, · 'we saw civilians with 
litters of wood and baskets carrying things out of a ruined building. 
These somethings turned out to be bodies and pieces of bodies. Some 
were misshapen blobs of charred flesh ... . Others were so emaciated 
and wasted that they were bones held together by bluish skin. Bruises 
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were plentiful. Each a grim tale of perverted minds and hideous 
agony. Each a blot against the name of Germany. 

"The people know it. As they pulled the rotting corpses from the 
holes and buried the dead these people could not look an American 
in the face. I wonder if the civilians knew the extent of the slaughter 
that took place .... Whether they did or not, I hold them equally 
responsible.' '46 

But gruesome scenes were not necessary to remind people of the 
miseries occasioned by Nazi conquests. From Germany Staff Sergeant 
Raymond Lang of Charlottesville wrote to bis wife: "You should 
see the view from my window. The country stretches for miles across 
a ·valley with a few scattered hills in the distance, and is dotted with 
apple and cherry trees in full bloom. While working we could glance 
out of the windows and see wagon loads of civilians returning to their 
homes. I guess by now they realize the misery their own conquest 
caused other people." 47 

On May 7, l 945, the thoroughly beattn German nation sur
rendered, but the suffering occasioned by the holocaust continued. 
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Island-Hopping Across the Pacific 

Because of their imperialistic dreams and thi? imperative needs of 
their then embarrased Axis partner Germany, the Japanese struck at 
Pearl Harbor on December 7, l 94L The devastation wrought there 
included ten ships sunk, six damaged, most of the Army and Navy 
planes destroyed, 2,117 men killed, 1,272 wounded, and 960 missing. 
Among those killed were Staff Sergeant James Merritt Barksdale of 
Crozet. Corporal Emmett Edlee Morris of Charlottesville, and Chief 
Petty Officer Alwyn Berry Norvelle of Covesville. Barksdale, who 
had served in the Army Air Corps since 19 3 6, lost his life when 
\Vheeler Field was bombed. Morris, who had been in the Army six 
vcars, died at Hickam Field. Norvelle, who had been in the Navy 
thirteen years, was attached to the USS Neuada. 1 

After the last wave of bombers from the Land of the Rising Sun 
flew over Pearl Harbor, American Army and Navy officers dispatched 
fliers to seek out the enemy carriers and attack them. Among those fliers 
was Phillip Hansen, son of the sculptor Oskar Hansen of "Pantops." 
Hansen discovered units of the Japanese fleet, though no mention wa~ 
ever made of it in the communiques. The planes flew low and 
dropped their bombs , but Japanese antiaircraft knocked out one of 
Hansen's motors and the plane crasbed. Together with four of the 
crew Hansen managed to climb aboard one of tbe damag;ed winqs 
which, thanks to an empty fuel tank, sustained their weight. For 
nine interminable days they floated in the water un61 a Navy patrol 
plane picked them up and took them to Pago Pago. They arrived 
there during a Japanese attack but landed safely in spite of the fact 
that their plane was hit. When it ,vas found impossible to make 
necessary renairs at the place where the plane landed, her crew taxied 
on the surface of the ocean to another port. Hansen's father, who 
had st>en service with the French Foreig;n Legion as well as action in 
\Vorld War L observed. "That is really livin2: life. That is the way 
I have lived and now the boy is surpassing his dad. " 2 

Ensign E. H. Parrot. a former Charlottesville boy, was aboard a 
torpedo boat at Pearl Harbor when the Japanese attacked. Then a 
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Machinist's Mate, his first assignment in the war was to pursue a 
two-man submarine which had stolen into the harbor. 3 

In salvage operations at Pearl Harbor Gunner's Mate Third Class 
Richard L. Haley of Charlottesville made numerous dives inside and 
alongside damaged and submerged vessels under difficult and hazard
ous conditions. For his courage and skill he was commenr!ed by 
Rear Admiral William R. Furlong. 4 

On the other side of the Pacific the Japanese attacked the Philip
pines, where General Douglas MacArthur's small force was from the 
beginning doomed to fight a losing battle. Prior to the war Com
mander Joseph L. Yon of the Naval Medical Corps had been stationed 
at the Naval Hospital at Cavite. His wife, a daughter of Dr. W. Dan 
Haden of Charlottesville, and his children were evacuated from the 
Philippines in 1940. When war broke out Commander Yon, then J 

lieutenant, was attached to the tanker Pecos. She was bombed con
tinuously as she left burning Manila and headed for Java. In Java, 
already under attack from the Japanese, Lieutenant Yon assisted the 
famous Dr. Corydon M. Wassell in caring for injured horn the cruisers 
USS Marblehead and USS Houston. Some of these injured were 
evacuated from the besieged island and taken aboard the Pecos, which 
again set out to sea. It was not long before the survivors of the old 
USS Lanqlecf were sighted and taken aboard. Some miles south of 
Java these ill-fated men again met with disaster. The Pecos was 
torpedoed and sunk. Those who were able kept afloat for eight hours 
until the arrival of a destroyer gave them new hope. Trailed by 
enemy submarines, she was unable to stop to pick up the survivors, 
but landing · nets were hung from her sides and the men of the Pecos 
were told to grasp the nets and try to save themselves as best they 
could. On! y a few succeeded in taking advantage of this difficult 
means of escape. Lieutenant Yon was fortunate enough to be one of 
them. There was no doctor aboard the destroyer , so Lieutenant Yon 
assumed entire responsibility of caring for the wounded. With un
tiring perseverence he ministered to them until the destroyer reached 
Australia." 

When MacArthur departed from the Philippines , Maior General 
Jonathan M. \Vainwright assumed command. Then came the last 
desperate defense of Corm2:idor. which withstood the combined fire 
from land, sea, and air until May 6, 1942. \\Tith the final surrender 
large numbers of Americans became prisoners of the Japanese , amon1< 
them Lieutenant Arthur L. Derbv, Jr. . of Eastham , who had served 
with the Philippine Scouts in the defense of Luzon. Lieutenant 
Derby survived the Death March from Bataan to San Fernando and 
imprisonment at Bilabid . H e perished on December 31 , 1944, when 
the Japanese prison ship on which he was being evacuated from the 
Philippines was sunk north of Formosa by American planes, which 
had bombed it twice before. Major Carter Berkeley Simpson of 
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Charlottesville was also lost aboard the same ship. As a junior 
officer with the Fourth Marines, Major Simpson had fought through
out the entire Philippines campaign. In the defense of Longoswayan 
Point he had isolated and destroyed an enemy force. For his gallantry 
and "outstanding qualities of leadership" on Bataan he was awarded 
the Navy Cross. 6 

Bombed on December 8, 1941 , for the first time, Singapore, the 
-great island fortress of the British in the Far East, was dangerously 
exposed by the sinking of the battleship Prince of Wales and the 
cruiser Repulse on December 10. Protection by sea was no longer 
adequate, and because of its dependence on drinking water from the 
mainland, Singapore had always been vulnerable to a land attack. On 
January 3 this dreaded attack began, the Japs thronging into the 
l\1alay States. By the end of the month the British had withdrawn 
from the mainland to the island. In February the reservoirs were 
captured and the city surrendered. The American Consul General at 
Singapore was Kenneth S. Patton, brother of Mrs. J. Callan Brooks 
of Charlottesville. Patton and members of his staff escaped in a 
"sheep" boat on February 12 . As they left, the city was in flames. 
After ten days the little boat reached an Australian port. Meanwhile 
Patton's wife had been evacuated to Batavia . She and her husband 
finally met aboard a ship somewhere in the area of the Dutch East 
Indies and sailed back to the United States. The following July 
Patton was appointed Consul General at Calcutta, the great port of 
India , through wliich supplies to China were to flow during the war. 7 

In handling these supplies the United States Army required a 
sizable establishment in India . Sergeant Merril Carter of Scottsville 
was stationed at a hospital there. In October, 1942, he wrote friends: 

"I am OK and feeling fine, but am afraid this extremely hot weather 
(Oct. 12) is going to get me down . It has been awful the last ten 
days. If it wasn't for the cool nights I don't know what we 
would do. 

"The trip across was quite an experience but was glad when it was 
over with. J just want to take one more boat ride- and that is the 
one back. Think that will do me for quite a while. Made four stops 
and was allowed shore leave at two of them. 

"Our living quarters here are not so bad. We have barracks some
thing like the ones back in the states, and most of them have electric 
lights and fans. They do not have running water but a place with 
showers and a place to shave, etc. 

"The food is very good considering most of it comes out of cans, 
although we <lo get some fresh fruit and vegetables. We also get 
fresh beef, fish, shrimps~ chicken .... 

"We have free outdoor moving pictures here at the hospital every 
Sunday night and several times a week at the main post exchange. 
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There is a theatre on the post and several in town. They all show 
American pictures but they are quite old when they get here. Busses 
for U . S. troops run between here and town every afternoon. A 
certain per cent are allowed passes after five o'clock every day, so we 
get to go quite often if we want to." 8 

During the early part of the sea war in the Pacific, the Virginia
built 19, 9 00-ton aircraft carrier USS Yorktown played a leading role. 
The ship was commanded by Captain Elliott Buckmaster, son of Dr. 
Augustus H. Buckmaster, formerly a member of the medical faculty 
of the University of Virginia. Captain Buckmaster had spent his 
childhood in Charlottesville, which he always considered his home. 

Vice-Admiral William F. Halsey, an alumnus of the University of 
Virginia. was busily engaged in strafing the Gilbert and Marshall 
Islands in .January of 1942, and the Yorktown's first battle action 
of the war took place on January 31 when her planes bombrd Makin. 
The next 3ttack was on March 10 when her vlanes raided Salamaua 
and Lae, after which followed a tedious period of cruising for sixty
three davs in troninl seas guardirnr the United States' life line to Aus
rralia. On Mav 4 Javanese ships in the harbor of TuJagi were sunk bv 
her nlanes. and the next dav sh., ioined forces with the carrier USS 
Lexinoton in the Battle of the Coral Sea. 

A month hter, when the Japanese fleet was on its way to Hawaii 
to crush the 1Jnited States Navv once and for all. our knowledge of 
their code made it nossible for Rear Admir;:iJ Ravmonrl A. Snruance 
to assemble every ship, nlane, and submarine available to intercent 
the ;:ittack at Midwav. Planes tO\T<'th"r with submarines did all the 
work. for, like the Battle of the Coral Sea, this engagement was a 
twentieth centnrv affair in whicb surfa,e shins' fire played no part. 
The Yorktown's nlanes were in the fiaht at Midway even after their 
ship 11ad recrived tbre<c serious bits in the first attack of dive bombers 
A S?cond time the .Japanese came on the Yorktown with torpedo 
born hers. Now she wa~ bit forward to port: now amidshins: at last 
5he listed and water rolled ovrr her decks. After a conference it was 
decided tbat nothing could be done, and the crew climbed down -
ropes into the water , while the wounded were let down in wire 
stretchers. But the Yorktown did not sink. Efforts were made 
to salvage her. Men from the destroyer USS Hamman were making 
good progress and had reduced her list about four degrees when 
snddenlv the Japanese struck again: two torpedoes from submarines 
riit the Hamman and it went down, its depth charges killing the 
men who had abandoned ship. The following day at dawn Can
tain Buckmaster gazed at · the ghostly hulk of the Yorktown still 
afloat. "Her flight deck was in the water. Her battle flags were 
still flying. We hadn't taken them down," the captain said. At 
7 A. M. on June 7, as taps sounded across the water from nearby 
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destroyers, the Yorktown sank, six months to the hour after Pearl 
Harbor. 9 

Also at Midway was the submarine of Commander Howard W. 
Gilmore on which Lieutenant Landon L. Davis, Jr., of Charlottes
ville, was diving officer. As Davis puts it, while "we were in a hot 
enough spot, nothing came our way." Soon, however, better hunt
ing was ahead. The Japs had occupied the islands of Kiska and Attu 
in the Aleutians. On July 4, under cover of fog, the submarine 
crept into the harbor of Kiska and discovered three Jap destroyers 
riding at anchor. Torpedoes were fired against all three before they 
could get under way. Almost immediately two went down and 
the third, when last seen, was a fiercely burning wreck. Before the 
submarine could get away, it was subjected to an aerial bombing 
attack but escaped with minor damage. Early in 194 3 Commander 
Gilmore, who hailed from Selma, Alabama , led his submarine, al
ready credited with sinking 26,000 tons of Jap shipping, in an 
attack against some Japanese ships. · While on the surface, he was 
spotted by a gunboat which attempted to ram the submarine. Avoid 
ing the attack. Gilmore then maneuvered so as to ram the gunboat. 
As the submarine separated from the gunboat , machinegun fire swept 
the deck where Gilmore stood. Mortally wounded and unwilling to 
subject his cr~w to further danger, he sealed his own fate by ordering 
Lieutenant Davis to "take her dovrn." Obeying, Davis dived and 
brought th,:, submarine safely out of the engagement. Commander 
Gilmore was awarded the Medal of Honor and Lieutenant Davis 
the Silver Star for this exploit. 10 

From the verv beginning of the war Captain H. Maynard ("Bull"') 
, Harlow was in the thick of the fig:ht in the Pacific. In the spring of 
1942 as co-pilot he made a bombing raid on Rabaul, New Britain. 
Fleeing from Japanese fighter planes, his plane ran out of gas and 
made a crash landing in the New Guinea jungle. What appeared 
to be a grassv field was chosen for the landing. but it proved to be a 
swamp. lri order to get out, the nine crew members had to cut the 
thick grass every inch of the way. For four nights and three days 
they wandered in the jungle before they came upon some natives 
who took them in a canoe to Buna, which was then still in the hands 
of the Australians. Five weeks later they reached the Allied base 
at Port Moresbv. In November malaria, which all the crew mem
bers had contracted while in the jungle, forced Captain Harlow 
to return to the United States.11 

The invasion of the Solomons in August, 1'942, was the first 
American offensive of the war. It was , however, primarily designed 
to protect the supply line to Australia, for, from their air base on 
Guadalcanal, the Japanese were in excellent position to attack the 
New Hebrides and New Caledonia area, thus endangering American 
ships in the Coral Sea. 
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In the words of Major General Alexander Archer Vandegrift who 
led the campaign, "The planning for the Tulagi-Guadalcanal opera
tion was hurried. When the enemy was discovered building air
fields in the lower Solomons, the decision to undertake a land offen
sive came much earlier than those who were to carry it out had 
anticipated. Our preparations were made with what we had, not 
what we had expected to get. Marine aerial reconnaissance consisted 
of one flight over the theatre of operations by two officers in a B-17. 
Above Guadalcanal they were attacked by three Zeros, but escaped. 
There was no appreciable softening up of the objective prior to 
D-Day."12 

Vandegrift was born in Charlottesville on March 13, 1887, the 
son of Sarah Archer and · William Thomas Vandegrift, one of the 
leading architects and contractors of Virginia. His grandfather, 
R. Carson Vandegrift , fought as a captain under Longstreet in the 
Confederate Army, took part in Pickett's charge at Gettysburg, and 
was at Appomattox when Lee surrendered. He communicated his 
admiration for the fighting-Christian qualities of "Stonewall" Jack
son to his grandson , for General Vandegrift at Guadalcanal took 
Jackson as his model when he himself was "to do so much with so 
little." 

Vandegrift graduated from the Charlottesville High School and 
attended the University of Virginia from 1906 to 1908. At the age 
of twenty-two he was appointed to the Marine Corps as a second 
lieutenant. The following year, he married Mildred Strode of 
Lynchburg, the mother of his only son , Archer, Jr., who became a 
lieutenant colonel in the Fourth Marine Division which fought so 
magnificently in the Pacific campaigns. 

At Parris Island, South Carolina, Vandegrift "learned his trade. " 
Soon afterward he saw action in the Caribbean-1912 in Nicaragua. 
1914 at Vera Cruz, and 1915 in Haiti with General Smedley D. 
Butler, the famed soldier-orator who nicknamed Vandegrift "Sunny 
Jim ." From 1916 to 1918 and later, from 1919 to 1923 , he served 
with the Haitian gendarmerie. In 1927 began his first period of serv
ice in the Orient. For two years in China be was Butler's operations 
and training officer, first in Shanghai and later at Tientsin . In the 
course of these years spent in the East , the more he saw of the Japa
nese, the better he liked the Chinese. Repeated spying of the Japa 
nese on fleet maneuvers off the China coast near Shanghai in 1927 
gave Vandegrift his first taste of Japanese arrogance and hypocrisy. 
His first adverse impression was confirmed and strengthened by later 
experience. Back in tl1e United States for a five -year interlude, he 
was assigned to the Budget Bureau in \Vasbington and afterwards 
served as assistant chief of staff of the Fleet Marine Force at Quantico, 
Virginia. Then in 193 5 he was again sent to China, this time as 
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executive officer of the Marine detachment assigned to the American 
Embassy in Peiping . 
. When Vandegrift and his wife returned to the United States in 

April of 1937, they traveled via the Soviet Union. He had long 
been rnrieus about Russia: the similarity of our geographical and 
military problems was striking to him. and he was one of the few 
American officers to predict so early that Russia would be our ally 
in World War II. 

From June of 1Q37 to November of 1941 Vandegrift was on duty 
at Marine Corps Headquarters, first as secretary to the commandant, 
Major General Thomas Holcomb, and then as General Holcomb's 
assistant, with the rank of brigadier general. The First Marine 
Division was training at New River, North Carolina, in the spring of 
1942, and Major General Philip H. Torrey, its commandant, asked 
for Vandegrift as assistant division commander. By March he had 
fallen heir to the command of the division with the rank of major 
generaJ.13 

Long ye:m in foreign lands had little affected qualities in Vande-
1,:rift' s character inherited from his Virginia familv or acquired dur
ing his childhood in the city of Charlottesville, so rich in traditions. 
It would seem evident that the fighting-Christian faith of Carson 
Vandegrift was reborn, though in a somewhat different form, in his 
granc:lson. During the struggle for Guadalcanal he displayed a re
markable confidence which he was able to communicate to his men. 
John Hersey wrote of him after a visit to Guadalcanal in October, 
1942. "Gcner:11 Vandegrift, who can be seen in the evenings stretched 
out meditatively in a canvas deck chair in front of his heavily fly
sprayed cahin, has been cool. soft-spoken, crafty, bard and wonder
fully cheerful. " 14 

In numerous instances he showed the respect he felt for each in
dividual Marine serving under his command. Once, during the 
November fighting, he discussed the type of warfare that was going 
on. "We could do this a lot faster if we wanted to lose the men, 
but I don't intend to do it. Whenever it is possible we will not 
attack without artillery preparation, no matter what element of 
surprise we lose, and we will storm no enemy strong point that pos
sibly can be leveled or softened up by shells."15 

A series of letters written by Vandegrift during the Guadalcanal 
campaign and later published in Life magazine constitutes one of 
the most valuable revelations of Americm war history. Without 
violating security regulations, he gave his wife a vivid picture of those 
aspects of the campaign he chose to describe. On August 6 he wrote, 
"Tomorrow morning at dawn we land in the first major offensive 
of this war. Our plans have been made and God grant that our 
judgment has been sound. We have rehearsed the plans. The of-
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ficers and men are keen and ready to go. Way before you read this 
you will have heard of it. Whatever happens you will know that 
I did my best. Let us hope that best will be enough." 

· After a three-hour bombardment by a surface task force and Army 
and Navy planes, Vandegrift made landings with the First Marine 
Division and part of the Second on Guadalcanal, August 7, 1942. 

" The show opened before dawn and we got in without their 
knowing it," he wrote the next day. "At first it was exciting but 
then came the anxious hours of waiting to hear how things turned 
out on all sides. It went as planned. I deeply regret the men lost 
and the wounded, but we had to expect that and it was less than 
expected.'' 

In one day the air strip, later known as Henderson Field, was cap
tured. Then began a series of Japanese attacks to dislodge the Marines 
from their posirions. With the air strip bereft of planes, no coastal 
artillery, and few supplies during the first days , the task of defend
ing the foothold on the island was not an easy one. The Marines 
held a three-by-eight mile stretch of jungle w ith a patch of meadow 

· and a coconut grove. The Japanese prowled and lurked in the jungle, 
practicing every conceivable form of deceptive cunning in their fight
ing. On occasion they would attack in mass , screaming wildly. The 
Marines held on and gained ground. In a letter dated August 17 , 
Vandegrift made the modest claim: "We had a little ceremony 
when we raised the flag over this place, " 16 

A shack on top of a hill was Vandegrift's quarters. When the 
Japanese warships shelled the island , this shack served as a convenient 
target. Finally his men built another bungalow somewhat protected 
by the conformation of the land , and persuaded the general to move. 
"The very next day," in the words of Admiral John S. McCain, 
"three fourteen -inch shells carried the old shack away, " 17 

Concerning the attack of August 20 when a Javanese battalion 
tried to force the Tenaru River , Vande12:rift wrote, "The Japs made 
a grievous error the other night. . .. They tried to take this nlace 
bv raid with ahout 800 men and they were practically annihilated. 
The radio said 670 killed, but since then about 120 have washed 
ashore. We lost 2 8 men and all of their 8 00 were not worth one 
of them . These young men, or really boys," he continued, "are rest
less when there is nothing goin11: on but when there is a job to do. 
they fight like vonng demons . They are doing it in the best Marine 
tradition and I could add nothing to it." Enormously admirinri: his 
men, he continually referred to their bravery in such terms as, 
"The Marines were wonderful. I'm awfully proud. " 

"There is a lull in the work so I'll drop you a note. We are now 
all .right 2.nd you must not worry. This afternoon Roy (Colonel 
Hunt) brought up six large bass which Bill Whaling (Colonel) 
caught in the river and we will have them for supper. The flies 
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around here are pests and they bite like the devil. Some of the men 
are so dark they look like natives. Our days are a good deal alike. 
Tell Archer, Jr., to keep himself in good physical condition if he 's 
coming this way for the jungle is the toughest thing in these parts." 

"The Resident Commissioner of the Solomons came ·in last night 
to set up the civil government again, " Vandegrift observed in his 
letter of September 3. "We are having more visitors, so the darn 
place must be getting safer. \Ve have just heard over the radio that 
one of the bases to the north from which we have been receiving 
'visitors ' bas been completely knocked out by bombers. I hope so. 
The Resident Commissioner has been living out in the jungle since 
May and is literally coming out of the seat of his pants. Seems an 
awfully nice person and enjoys being with white people again." A 
Naval communique. of September 3 announced that "eighteen Japa
nese bombers escorted by fighters, attacked our installations at Guadal 
canal." These were the " visitors " to which Vandegrift referred.18 

A member of the Keswick Hunt Club and well known through 
out Albemarle County, Corporal Thomas A. Watson of "Logan 
Farm" near Gordonsville had enlisted in March , 1942, as a private 
in the Marine Corps. On the night of September 13 , as a forward 
observer at Lunga Hill, key to the defense of Henderson Field, Cor
poral Watson with courage " directed artillery fire while exposed to 
enemy rifle, machinegun , grenade. and mortar fire." For his cool
ness and efficiency he was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 
field. ''I've never been more proud in all my life," said Admiral 
Halsey sometime later to Watson and twelve other men lined up 
beneath rain-sodden trees to receive Navy Crosses. "You are very 
courageous, splendid men." In November Lieutenant Watson also 
won the Silver Star. Disregarding their own safety, he and another 
officer formed a forward observer liaison team for a battalion and 
maintained observation and communication under almost constant 
fi.re.19 

Efforts by the Japanese to reinforce their troops on Guadalcanal 
brought on sharp naval engagements. In October the carrier USS 
Hornet was torpedoed in the Battle of Santa Cruz Islands and sub
sequently lost. Chief Boatswain's Mate Robert H. Trice of Howards
ville spent several hours in the water before he was rescued. Two 
years later he was again a survivor when the carrier USS Princeton 
was sunk in the Second Battle of the Philippine Sea. 20 · 

On the destroyer USS Grauson Lieutenant Rosser Jackson Eastham 
of Charlottesvi1le spent sixty-five successive days ranging up and 
down the South Pacific. His ship dodged Jap torpedoes and repelled 
fifteen air attacks in the Solomons area between August and October, 
1942. Though men were shot down all around him Lieutenant 
Eastham kept his guns in action. On one occasion he was kept at 
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his battle station for forty-eight hours straight with only half an 
hour's sleep. ·while the Grayson was in the Sealark Channel off 
Guadalcanal, Lieutenant Eastham had to take a Marine officer ashore. 
Before he could return, the red signal went up, notice of a Jap air 
raid. As thirty-odd Japanese bombers appeared, the Grayson weighed 
anchor and steamed away. Trapped on the beach Lieutenant Eastham 
and his companion dived into a nearby fox hole from which they 
watched the two-hour dog fight in which eighteen Japanese planes 
were shot down at a cost of only two American planes. Later the 
Grayson returned to pick up Lieutenant Eastham. 21 

In the Solomon Islands naval operations Lieutenant George S. 
Hamm of Charlottesville aboard the destroyer USS M onssen played 
a gallant part. "We were sunk," wrote he, "in the big night battle 
off Guadalcanal on November 13th, [ 1942]. We ran into a large 
missing Jap force and [engaged] in a point bl.ank battle which 
was so close that we were shooting at a Jap battleship with machine
guns. We were caught between several Jap ships and received a 
terrific pounding, which left us completely demolished and burning." 
With the fire-fighting system ruptured and only hand extinguishers 
available for combating the flames, Lieutenant Hamm directed fire
fighting and damage control parties. Refusing to go over the side 
when ordered to abandon ship, he sought out the wounded and ad
ministered first aid. He then directed the evacuation of survivors on 
rafts. Not until warned that the ship's magazines would soon ex
plode did he leave. "Only a small number of our crew got off alive," 
wrote Lieutenant Hamm. "Ensign Little and I were the only two 
uninjured officers and as the senior survivor to the Captain I was the 
last off the M onssen before she went down. After about six hours 
in the water we were picked up by the Marines and taken to Guadal
canal, where we remained for thirteen days until we could get started 
on the first lap of the journey back to the States." For his heroic 
conduct Lieutenant Hamm was awarded the Silver Star, and in 
November he was assigned to command the new destroyer USS 
}vf onssen, then under construction. 22 

In December the Army under command of Major General Alex
ander M. Patch of Staunton took over operations on Guadalcanal 
from the Marines. General Vandegrift' s last order to his troops, 
dated December 7, 1942, was titled a "Letter of Appreciation for 
Loyal Service." In it he said: 

"In relinquishing command in the Guadalcanal area I hope that 
in some small measure I can convey to you my feelings of pride in 
your magnificent achievement and my thanks for the unbounded 
loyalty, limitless self-sacrifice and high courage which have made 
these accomplishments possible. 

"To the soldiers and marines who have faced the enemy in the 
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.fierceness of night combat; to the pilots, Army, Navy, and Marine, 
whose unbelievable achievements have made the name 'Guadalcanal' 
a synonym for death and disaster in the language of the enemy; to 
those who have labored and sweated within the lines at all manner 
of prodigious and vital tasks; to the men of the torpedo boat squadrons 
slashing at the enemy in night sorties; to our small band of devoted 
Allies who have contributed so vastly in proportion to their num
bers; to the surface forces of the Navy associated with us in signal 
triumphs of their own; I say that at all times you have faced without 
flinching the worst the enemy could do to us and have thrown back 
the best that he could send against us. 

" It may well be that this modest operation, begun four months 
ago today has, through your efforts, been successful in thwarting the 
larger aims of our enemy in the Pacific. The fight for the Solomons 
is not yet won but 'tide what you may' I know that you, as brave 
men and men of good-will, will hold your heads high and prevail 
in the future as you have in the past. " 23 

For his services in the South Pacific, General Vandegrift was 
awarded the Medal of Honor, which was presented to him personaH y 
by President Roosevelt at the White House on February 4, 194 3, 
with the following citation: 

For outstanding and heroic accomplishment above and be
yond the call of duty as Commanding Officer of the First Ma
rine Division in operations against enemy Japanese forces in 
the Solomon Islands during the period August 7, 1942, to 
December 9, 1942. With the adverse factors of weather, ter
rain and disease making his task a difficult and hazardous un
dertaking, and with his command eventually including sea, land 
and air forces of the Army, Navy and Marine Corps, Major 
General Vandegrift achieved marked success in commanding the 
initial landings of the United States Forces in the Solomon 
Islands and in their subsequent occupation . His tenacity, cour
age and resourcefulness prevailed against a strong, determined 
and experienced enemy, and the gallant fighting spirit of the 
men under his inspiring leadership enabled them to withstand 
aerial, land and sea bombardment, to surmount all obstacles 
and leave a disorganized and ravaged enemy. This dangerous 
but vital mission, accomplished at the constant risk of his life, 
resulted in securing a valuable base for further operations of our 
forces against the enemy, and its successful completion reflects 
great credit upon Major General Vandegrift, his command and 
the United States Naval Service. 24 

On July 30, 1943, it was announced that Vandegrift, who had 
been Commanding General of the First Marine Amphibious Corps, 
was promoted to lieutenant general. The command of the Am
phibious Corps passed to Major General Charles D. Barrett, when 
President Roosevelt appointed Vandegrift commandant of the entire 
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Marine Corps, to succeed Lieutenant General Thomas Holcomb, who 
was retiring because of age. On his way to the States to accept 
the appointment, Vandegrift received news in Honolulu of the sudden 
death of General Barrett. Ordered back to the Solomons to resume 
command, Vandegrift led the Marines in the invasion of Bougainville 
on November l. After this new beachhead had been consolidated, 
he relinquished command and returned to the United States to be
come on January 1, 1944, the eighteenth Commandant of the Marine 
Corps. In recognition of his outstanding service and ability Vande
grift was made in the spring of 1945 the first full general in the 
history of the Corps. 25 

Captain .John G. Hundley of Charlottesville was stationed on one 
of the islands in the Pacific during the first year of the war. Christ
mas day, l 9 4 2, a letter from General George C. Marshall was posted 
on the bulletin board. Iu part it read as follows: "Our men in 
lonely watch towers of the Himalayas, on small island bases in the 
Pacific and the fog bound Aleutians, on bases in the Caribbean and 
South America, have been denied the thrill and glory of the battle
field. Yet their role is no less important to the tremendous task 
which we are facing." 

A year later Captain Hundley repeated these words by heart in an 
interview with a reporter of The Daily Progress. He told of his 
experiences and explained how important General Marshall's words 
were to him and others like him. "You see, I got into the war early . 

.I graduated from Lane High in 1936, went to V.M.I., and in June, 
1940, was commissioned a second lieutenant in Field Artillery. Soon 
I was assigned to a field artillery battery and I learned a lot .about 
men and mules. . . . 

"In January, 1942, just a month after Pearl Harbor, I got a 
chance to go overseas with a pack artillery battery, minus the mules. 
We didn't know where we were going, only that it was tropical 
service, and we had an idea it was to be· landing operations. We 
got to an island that's been written up a bit . ... Our task, we found, 
was to turn the island into a Naval fu el base. That was all, just 
hard work on an island in the Pacific, a piece of land five miles long 
and two wide, with a lot of good natured Polynesian natives and not 
a sign of a .Jap. 

" There we stayed for seventeen months. We loaded ships. We 
built roads. Labor details dragged out big rocks by hand, with ropes, 
for at first we had almost no machinery. We built water tanks and 
mains. 'v-l e built a dock. We did everything but fight, and all the 
while the men on Guadalcanal and with MacArthur in New Guinea 
were holding back the enemy. We would have been a front line posi
tion if those others hadn't held, but they did the job." Then, re-. 
verting to the drudgery and seeming futility of the assigned duty, 
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he added, "But Marshall 's letter fixed a lot of that for me, for all 
of us." 26 

In 194 3 the Australians and Americans on New Guinea continued 
to attack. On March 4 as a crew member of a bomber, Staff Sergeant 
Charles Hunter Maupin of Croze t participated in a coordinated at
tack against a Japanese convoy of twenty-two ships in Huon Gulf , 
east of Salamaua. D espite heavy antiaircraft fire, the plane attacked 
an enemy transport and scored two direct hits on the ship, which 
was left in a sinking condition. On the same day the crew also 
scored a direct hit on a destroyer. 27 

Mean while the Allied forces in the Pacific area were everywhere 
being strengthened. Lieutenant Charles William Smith of Charlottes
ville wrote home during the summer, " I can tell you folks now 
that when we first arrived in the South Pacific we were stationed in 
the Fiji Islands. We were the first large group of American forces 
there and did a great part of the work of setting up the U. S. Ground 
Force base there. " It was a nice place to be. The camp site was 
good and the Fiji Islanders w ere fine , fri endly fellows. Luckier than 
some in the early days , each man in Smith 's company got a real egg 
for breakfast from time to time. 2s 

Lieutenant William G. Schauffier, III, Army Air Corps, whose 
mother and wife lived in Charlottesville, exhibited great courage 
and untiring energy while participating in sustained combat opera
tional missions in June and July, 1943. On July 20 he sighted near 
the Solomon Islands a large enemy cruiser and attacked immediately 
at masthead level. " Despite a terrific barrage of automatic weapons 
fire from at least 3 0 battle stations aboard the ship, he dropped three 
500-pound bombs. The first \Vas short, but the second was a direct 
hit causing a huge explosion followed by billows of black smoke. " 
Within two minutes the cruiser sank , few if any of the crew escaping. 
The attack was executed with disregard of personal safety, and his 
B-25 bomber crashed . Enlisted personnel of Lieutenant Schauffier's 
crew were thrown clear and ultimately rescued, but they were unable 
to throw any light upon his fate . He was first listed as missing 
and then later officially declared to have been killed in action. For 
bis gallant action he was awarded the Silver Star posthumously. 29 

Water Tender Second Class Manuel E. Perry of Charlottesville 
with the Seabees in the New Hebrides Islands ran across a few can
nibal tribes. " They were very sullen and ugly," he wrote. " They 
haven ' t bothered any white people for about eight or ten years, but 
still cook up a native tribal enemy when they fight. " In July, 1943, 
he wrote, " W e are now working day and night to bring the enemy 
down to his knees. The work is hard but we try to do it with 
a smile . . I would like to trade my place here for those back home 
who a1:e beefing about the rationing, sitting on front porches, while 
we get Spam and powdered eggs. Our food is good as far it goes 
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but you don ' t get the green things that you have back home, " Later 
Perry moved on to the Admiralty Islands and then to the Philip
pines. 30 

On the night of August 1, 194 3, accompanied by other torpedo 
boars: Ensign \Villiam C. ("Bill " ) Battle, son of Senator and Mrs. 
John S. Battle of Charlottesville, in charge of a motor torpedo boat, 
engaged five enemy destroyers in Vella Gulf in the Solomon Islands. 
Five or six probable hits were scored. Soon promoted to lieutenant 
junior grade, in the following months he participated in numerous 
engagements with eriem y landing craft, ships, and shore installations. 
He saw action at Bougainville and in New Britain and New Ireland. 
He took part in the torpedo boat raid into the harbor of Rabaul. For 
bis leadership, tactical ability, and loyal devotion he was a warded 
the Silver Star by Admiral Halsey. 31 

Second Lieutenant Daniel B. Owen, Jr., of Crozet was shot down 
following a raid on the enemy airdrome at Boram , near Wewak , 
New Guinea, on August 29, 1943. He was flying a B -24 , part 
of a formation of six planes, and had begun a bombing run when 
three Zeros concentrated their fire on his plane , shooting out one en
gine and setting the plane afire, but all bombs were dropped on the 
target. In the running fight which ensued, the crew destroyed one 
Zero and possibly two. A short distance beyond the target the 
bomber burst into flames. Lieutenant Owen remained with his air 
craft, keeping it in level flight so that as many of the crew as possible 
could escape. His Distinguished Flying Cross was posthumously 
presented to his parents. 32 

Following a " mix-up with a grenade" at Salamaua which cost 
him his left hand, Captain \Vill iam Ray Woodard of Charlottesville 
was flown from New Guinea to Brisbane, Australia, where he was 
put aboard a ship bound for San Francisco. "Had a helluva trip 
back," he wrote. " Got into a fight with a Jap raider. Being a 
bed patient I couldn't help much. The excitement and the follow
ing lack of attention just about cooked my goose. I have had so 
many transfusions that I don't believe I have any of my own blood 
left." The Silver Star was awarded Captain Woodard " for con 
spicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action against the Japanese 
forces . " 33 

In order to secure an advanced naval base and airfields within 
fighter range of enemy concentrations at Rabaul, New Britain , the 
First Marine Amphibious Corps under Lieutenant General Alexander 
Archer Vandegrift landed on November 1, 1943, at Empress Augusta 
Bay in western Bougainville. A beachhead was secured, and on the 
next day, while the Marines were still battling the Japs , Chief 
Machinist 's Mate Elmer Irving Carruthers , Jr. , of Charlottesville 
landed with the Sea bees to begin construction of the base. In many in -
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stances during the next three weeks the .Seabees actually led the 
Marines through the swamps and jungles. On November 20 a 
trail was under construction five hundred yards beyond the front lines 
and only a few hundred yards from the Japanese positions in the 
jungle. ''A patty had been working in the area the previous day 
but the men were jittery about returning,' said Major General Roy 
E. Geiger, who succeeded Vandegrift. ·'Carruthers volunteered to 
lead them and was killed by a bursting mortar shell a few hours 
later. All of the party might have been killed but Carruthers or
dered the others behind the blade of the bulldozer they were using 
to clear a path. There was not room enough for Carruthers. " Mor
tally wounded, he insisted that the uninjured men attend other com
rades whom he considered more severely wounded than himself and, 
as a result of this unselfish action, he died before reaching an aid 
station. 

A day or two later Lieutenant Commander Thomas M. Carruthers, 
who was in the area and had not heard from his brother recently, 
made inquiries and was told of his death and burial in the cemetery at 
Piva, a little village on Bou gain ville Island. The gallantry of Chief 
Machinist's Mate Carruthers won the admiration of his buddies, 
who erected at each end of a bridge simple signs on white boards with 
black lettering which read: "Carruthers Bridge, dedicated to Eddie 
Carruthers who gave his life blazing this trail." In recognition of 
"his heroic spirit of self-sacrifice and unswerving devotion to duty" 
the Silver Star was awarded to him posthumously. 34 

The invasion of Tarawa, the main air base of the Japanese in 
the Gilbert Islands, inaugurated a ser ies of great oceanborne offen
sives. Commanding the supply route to Australia and defending 
the road to Japan, Tarawa was of enormous strategic value. Its 
elaborate, recently constructed defenses were meticulously concealed 
in the coral island . On November 21, 19 4 3, the Second Marine 
Division landed. On a destroyer, which was "up front" throughout 
the battle, Ship's Cook Second Class Glynn W. Amiss of Charlottes
ville watched the battle. Declared he, "Folks back home will never 
realize the extent of the terrible massacre of Marines and Sailors at 
Tarawa. Words cannot describe the scene I witnessed and unless 
the Navy Department releases uncensored pictures of the battle the 
public will never know what a real battle is like .... It was too hor
rible to think about, and I am sorry that I can never forget it." 
The loss of American life reached its height when many landing 
barges became stranded on coral reefs offshore, leaving the men prac
tically helpless in the face of terrific machinegun fire from the Japanese 
shore installations. \\Then the fighting had subsided, shell-torn 
bodies could be seen floating in the water as far away as five miles 
from the scene of battle. "If the folks back home could have seen 
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what I witnessed," continued Amiss, -"or even see the motion pic
tures, I am sure there would be no strikes in defense plants. " 35 

From New Guinea, Private Lewis W. Wingfield of Charlottesville 
wrote his parents of a very important but in no wise unfriendly 
battle there in December, 194 3. "Well, we have a big baseball game 
this Sunday," he wrote on Wednesday the fifteenth. "From what 
I hear we are playing a team composed of former major and minor 
league baseball stars. This team just won the championship of 
Australia. We have a very good team, and we expect to give them a 
good game." Sunday evening he fairly shouted, "We won the base
ball championship of the Southwest Pacific. We beat the team that 
was the former champ, by the score of nine to six. I played third 
base." The thought of spending Christmas away from home cast 
a shadow, however, and three days later he added, "I hear we get 
a bottle of beer for Christmas . I doubt it, we haven't had any since 
we have been over here. This doesn't worry me, though. All I 
am asking for is to be home for next Christmas."36 

During 1944 MacArthur continued to advance from east to west 
along the north coast of New Guinea. At the same time other forces 
drove from the Gilbert Islands through the Marshalls and on to the 
Marianas. Each step was preceded by bombing raids. Some planes 
did not return from these attacks, and others limped home bringing 
their dead. A flight surgeon, convinced that many fliers could have 
been saved if blood plasma had been administered shortly after they 
were wounded, trained the members of crews to give transfusions in 
the cramped quarters of a B-25. During a flight over a Japanese 
base in the Marshalls, Sergeant Robert V. ("Bobby") Smith of 
Charlottesville, the engineer-gunner, and Lieutenant Andrew A. 
Doyle, the bombardier-navigator, of a Mitchell bomber were 
wounded. Lieutenant Doyle, whose legs were injured, was in danger 
of dying from loss of blood and shock. In spite of his own injury 
Sergeant Smith assisted the co-pilot in administering blood plasma 
which was crr.dited with saving Lieutenant Doyle's life. This first 
successful transfusion opened the way to general use of transfusion 
equipment on medium bombers. 37 

Second Lieutenant Bernard C. Harlow of Charlottesville was the 
third of three brothers to win laurels in the Army Air Force. In 
the Central Pacific he was a crew member on one of a fleet of 
bombers which so effectively combed the area that a huge Navy task 
force landed troops at Kwajalein on January 31, 1944, unmolested 
by enemy pbnes. On April 4 Lieutenant Harlow was a crew 
member of a B-24 Liberator which took part in the bombing of 
Eniwetok in the Marshall Islands. His plane was last seen going 
down in flames just before the born bers broke formation to make the 
attack. 38 

In February, l 944, Staff Sergeant Gilmer M. Hall of Charlottes-
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ville whose Air Force unit received a Presidential Citation , wrote 
his mother. "I'll bet I was certainly funny when I was in Australia 
on furlough---I was walking down the crowded street one day when 
an antomobilc backfired, and I immediately fell to the ground as I 
alwavs do when the air-raid signal is given. Everyone stared at me 
;,s if I were crazy or something, but it's just natural to 'hit the dirt ' 
whenever anything like this is heard . ... One morning, I was awak
ened by the noise of a low-flying airplane with its gun shooting. I 
thought it sounded different from ours, and turned in bed to look. 
When I did I saw some Jap 'Zeroes' coming over the tree tops and then 
realized w e were being strafed. Needless to say, speed records were 
~,roke:1 going to my trench! By the time I was fully awake, I 
thought it was a lot of fun. ·one time he passed directly over, not 
more than fiftv feet above me, and take my word for it, those big 
red dats on the wings are the biggest things that you've ever seen_ in 
your life 1" 3f' 

But the Japs also got strafed. Commenting on a tree-top run 
over \Vewak, New Guinea, Technical Sergeant Robert C. Walker of 
Charlottesville. ;:i B -25 radio-gunner in a crack unit, said, "We had 
sneaked in on the Jap 'drome over a small range of hills in back 
of Wewa k . V./hen ,.ve reached the field I began strafin~ with the 
waist gun s of our Mitchell medium bomber and the Japs strafed right 
back. One of their shells hit my gun and exploded. I figured I 
was the luckiest little boy that ever lived. If the gun hadn't been 
rhere I wouldn't have my head now. I didn't know right then that 
15 of the shell fragments had cut me up. So when we got safely 
;,way from thr 'drome and the pilot asked if everybody was all ri2:ht 
I said I was OK. T had to take it back a little Liter when I noticed 
I was bl eedint:;. and th e navigator sprinkled sulpha on my arm." 40 

With :i quartermaster company stationed in New Guinea, Private 
Edward E. Michtom of Charlottesville wrote his uncle, I. D . Levy . 
in the summer of 1 944. "I thought I had toughened up-I've been 
throuc;,:h a hell of a lot s;nce you heard from me, Boy 1 I mean 
WAR IS HELL---but iust now a long, dead ly poisonou, snake, came 
crawling through my tent, and I got out of there in a hurry I Scared 
the hell ri ght out of me .... 

"The qoin'l was plenty rough for a wl1ile. The Nips wne try
ing to sneak their planes in to knock us off. Six of them came over 
one day, strafinQ" to beat all hell. I was so shocked I stood thne 
for a second as if in a daze, bullets screaming all around me. Then, 
1ike J flash. T was in my beloved fox -hole. Looking up, I could see 
them directlv overhead. Having had enough experience by now to 
understand the not too comfortable situation, I knew tl1at since thev 
were right overhead . they cou ld neither strafe in my vicinitv or if 
thry should drop a born b, it would be pretty far off. (You can see 
bombs falling, anyway.) 
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"About that time, the Nips got the surprise of their lives-our 
ack ack cut loose with a barrage that literally filled the sky with 
flaming tracers. Up on the edge of our foxholes, we were cheering 
and yelling like mad, 'Git 'em, git the B--.' Suddenly, we saw 
a Nip burst into flames and hurtle to the sea. The ack ack blew a 
second Nip to pieces in mid-air. coming down not 200 yards away. 
What a thrill! Meanwhile, the remaining four are zooming around. 
All of a sudden, all four of them simultaneously burst into flame and 
began falling into the sea. Perfect score, six for six! Boy, I'll 

f • never .orget 1t .... 
"The thing that tickles me about these air raids is the slow bobbing 

up of heads all around. One by one you see them pop up, when 
they feel secure enough for the moment to watch the show. What a 
lrnbbub when it's over. Every man has his own version of the pano
rama. You skrnld hear them all chattering at the same time, each 
man with a different viewpoint on the subject. It happens every 
time .... 

"Things have quieted down now. Once in a long while, some 
stray Jap may come buzzing over and wake you up out of a deep 
sleep, but even those futile attempts are becoming more and more 
infrequent. Occasionally, one can hear the roar of our mortars as 
they reach their target. Once in a while. one can hear a Jap 'wood
pecker' (Jap machinegun that sounds like that bird) peck away, 
but it is soon silenced. All in all, the place has become very quiet 
and peaceful." 41 

On June 15, 1944. the Marines attackrd the Marianas Islands, 
landing on Saipan. The next day when c1 Jauanese artillery batterv 
held up the advance, Ma ior Roger Greville Brooke Broome, III, of 
Charlottesville organized an attack so that the 3 7 -millimeter gun 
platoon of his 24th Regimental Weanons Company outflanked anrl 
cantured the enemy position. On July 5 he nersonally took a 75-
millimeter ~elf-propelled gun into a narrow defile against heavy 
enemy fire and blasted the Jaoanes 0 concealed in caves which could 
not be reached bv other weanons. Three d;ivs hter he made a recon
naissance in front of the Amerion lines ;ind located strong enemv 
oos1t10ns. While disposing his weanons for an assault, he received 
serious wounds from which he died the following January. Major 
Broome's Navy Cross was presented to his son. 42 

On Saipan Corporal Claude S. ("Billv") Haggard of Charlottes
ville was also fatally wounded. An officer who served with him 
wrote Haggard's wife. "I was near Claude when he was hit. It 
,vas early in the morning of July 8th and we had been catching hell 
for about three hours. I did not actually see him receive his wounds 
as I had just had my radio shot out of my hand and was attempting 
to get reorganized. I did see and talk with him a short time later, 
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and from our conversation I gathered he was not in a great deal of 
pam. 

"He received these wounds while trying to remove one of his 
wounded buddies from enemy machinegun fire . On July 9th he 
died from these wounds. His conduct in this action was above 
and beyond the call of duty and to me that makes him a great 
soldier. He is buried in the Second Marine Division Cemetery, Saipan 
Island. I have visited the cemetery and when all the work is com
pleted it will be a fine and beautiful memorial to those boys that rest 
there." Haggard's widow received the Silver Star awarded him for 
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity. 43 

Although a demolition expert with plenty of Japs to his credit, 
Private First Class Thomas E . Branham of Eastham won the ad
miration of his comrades by his rescues of the wounded on Saipan. 
This he had done before at K wajalein in the Marshall Islands. where 
he braved a hail of death from an exploding ammunition dump to 
administer aid. On Saipan in the bloody battle for Hill 500, he 
advanced across an open field and returned with a wounded Marine. 
A closer call came. later on Tinian, however, where he was trapped 
between a burning tank and a cliff full of snipers. Private First 
Class Branham was killed by a sniper on Iwo Jima while he was 
removing a mine from a road so that tanks could advance. 44 

On July 21, 1944, the assault on nearby Guam began. The 
Marine First Provisional Brigade was led ashore on Agat Point on 
the south coast by Brigadier General Lemuel C. Shepherd, Jr., of 
Charlottesville. Fighting against heavy opposition, it pushed on to 
capture the Orate Peninsula. 45 

During the invasion of Guam First Lieutenant David W. Schu
maker of Scottsville was engaged in clearing "blue" beach and the 
area behind it of Japanese land mines and unexploded projectiles. He 
was often under Japanese artillery , mortar , and rifle fire while doing 
this dangerous work , but he and his men soon made it possible for 
vehicles to opi.>rate on the beach. · Later he also helped clear the 
causeway to Cabras Island of mines. 46 

When the American flag had been raised again over the old 
Marine Barracks of Apra Harbor, Marine Major Ross S. Mickey 
of Charlottesville, in a Grumman Hellcat fighter plane, led the first 
of four combat squadrons onto the hard-won air field. Especially 
equipped for night fighting , his squadron helped keep Japanese raiders 
away from Guam.47 

From Saipan on July 19, 1944, Captain Harry Hubbard Cowles 
of Charlottesville wrote his parents. "We had some fireworks here 
for about a month. Things went from bad to worse, then back to 
bad. I finally turned up all right, which is as brief a description as 
I can give you up to this point. Things are now quiet. We are 
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eating, sleeping and cleaning up generally. That's about all the 
news from here. I imagine you know more about this affair, from 
reading the papers, than I do. I get a pretty small perspective. This 
fighting out here has a long ways to go yet, and if my luck holds 
out I hope to see you in a year or so . I hope you've got that farm 
picked out. I'm all set to settle down when the time comes."48 

Five days later Captain Cowles was among those who invaded 
Tinian. Caught in a machinegun cross fire, he was instantly killed. 
One of his friends said of him. "He was one of the finest and bravest 
of officers in the Corps. He was a machinegun specialist and it was 
his bravery and thoughts of his men that caused his death." 49 

During h;s first night on Tinian nineteen-year-old Private Thomas 
D. Hopkins of Charlottesville and six other Marines with "Old 
Slugger," a .50-caliber machinegun, wiped out 106 Japanese in a 
sugar cane field without the loss or injury of a single Marine. "It 
was one of the most outstanding feats of the entire Marianas cam
paign." wrote a Marine combat correspondent. "The Japs never 
got close enough to use their hand grenades or dynamite packs: their 
rifle fire was sporadic and wild, and they failed in repeated attempts 
to set up three .30-caliber machineguns they carried with them." 50 

When the Japs had at last been cleared out, great bases were set 
up and many of the comforts of civilization brought in. A year 
later Marine combat correspondent Sergeant Phillip Joachim of 
Cobham landed on Agrihan in the Marianas and found it "an island 
paradise in the Pacific replete with beautiful native women and luscious 
tropical fruits." The friendly Kanakas, who had been mistreated 
by the Japanese plantation overseers, greeted the Americans with pine
apples, lemons, limes, watermelons, coconuts, and bananas. 51 

The ports of China were already under Japanese control, as were 
the Mal;y States and Singapore, when the Nipponese in 1942 pushed 
the British out of Burma and closed the Burma Road over which 
supplies had been goi•ng to China. Thereafter such supplies as reached 
China from the United States were flown over the Himalayan Hump 
from Assam, India. to Western China by American pilots. Among 
them Captain Robert E . Carter, III. of Charlottesville made the trip 
many times, helping the India-Cbina air transport command to make 
a soectacular record in supplying tbe fighting forces in Cbina despite 
high mountains and adverse weather. In March, 1944. he was with 
the famous Rescue Squadron which aided fliers forced down in their 
flights across the "hump." Members of the squadron made regular 
surveys in search of crews and passengers of lost and crippled planes. 
When survivors were located the squadron kept constant contact with 
them, dropping food and other necessities until rescue was made. 52 

Late in 1943 Allied forces under Lord Louis Mountbatten began 
the drive to reestablish overland communication with China by driv-
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ing the Japs out of Burma. A specially trained American infantry 
combat team, later known as "Merrill's Marauders" after Brigadier 
General Frank D. Merrill, its leader, was prominent in the fighting. 
With this Group was a scout and flame thrower, Technician Fifth 
Grade Howard Carter, Jr., of Charlottesville. Between December, 
1943, and May, 1944, his regiment marched 1,120 miles through 
the Burma jungle and penetrated to within eighteen miles of Teng 
Chung, China. Though he escaped the Japanese bullets, Carter was 
finally knockPd out by typhus and spent months in the hospital. 53 

Also with Merrill's Maurauders was Private William H. Hughes 
of Scottsville , who served as a scout and engaged in many skirmishes 
with the Japs. Once a bullet missed his head by a bare inch and 
struck the tree against which he was leaning. The J ap who fired 
the shot fell before a burst from Hughes ' tommygun. At Nhapun 
Ga his battalion was surprised by the Japanese. For fourteen days 
the battle raged. "Despite the fact that we were surrounded and 
outnumbered," he recalled , "Jap casualties were very much greater 
than our own. They kept coming against our lines and we kept 
knocking them off as fast as they came. However, thin1rs might 
have become pretty bad for us if one of our battalions hadn't been 
able to reach us and blast open an escape gap with artillery fire." 54 

The climax of the campaign was the attack on M vitkyina, where 
an all-weather airdrome south of the city was captured on May 17 . 
1944, and held against savage counterattacks ,vhile American rein
forcements came in by air from India. Accordinq to a C:BT Roundup 
correspondent, First Lieutenant Henri G. ("Ricky") Carter of 
Charlottesville and four companions "distinimished themselves by 
doing the risky iob of flying all of the g-as used bv fighters. bombers. 
::ind transports in the battle for Myitkvina." Not the smallest of 
Lirntenant Carter's feats was taking: a C.-46 on to the Mvitkvin::i 
::iir strip, the dimensions of which would orrlinarily preclude the land 
ing of the giant plane. Amona other thinas the C-46 brought in 
the large central casting of a half-vard shovel for the engineers. H r 
was the onlv one to perform this bit of ;iviation gymnasti,s. Forced 
to mc1ke landings in the face of enrmy fire during the earlv davs. h e 
and his crew would race for foxholes as soon as the plane stopned. 55 

Four davs after the airborne troons cam <> to the supnort of Mer
rill's Marauders, Master Sern:eant John Cooke Wvllie of Charlottes
villed landrd at the bloody Mvitkvim air strip. Known to the men 
of his squadron as "Uncle John," he moved southward through 
Burma with the infantry. He was in the thick of the Myitkvina
Moganng campaign as communications chief of a Tenth Air Force 
squadron. He and his six-man team provided directions to bombers 
and fighters in close support attacks on the Japs. Sometimes bombs 
were dropped as close as fifty ya rds to his radio team in the front 
lines. In January, 1945, during the action at Pinwe, Wyllie was 

worldwartwoveterans.org 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



ISLAND- HOPPING ACROSS THE PACIFIC 273 

com missioned a second lieutenant in the field for outstanding work 
with his com bat unit. Soon afterwards he was transferred to China. 
Here he served with various Chinese units, controlling the American 
air strikes in support of the Chinese advance. During the Battle of 
Junkow, near Poaching, Lieutenant Wyllie was promoted. He was 
awarded the Chinese Order of Yun Hui. 56 

A preliminary step in the reconquest of the Philippine Islands was 
the capture of the Palau Islands. Landings were made by Marines 
on Peleliu at eight in the morning of September 15, 1944. Cor
poral James N. Kardos of Charlottesville was one of eight Marines in 
an amphibious tank which was knocked out about fifty yards from 
shore during the initial landing. The group dashed ashore and took 
cover from Jap machinegun fire in a ditch about seven feet deep. 
Describing the landing, Kardos wrote: "We got caught in a tank 
trap but me and fifteen of the other boys got out of the trap and 
was trying to take a ridge that the Japs were on. We ran into a lot 
of pill boxes and a cross fire from Jap machineguns and snipers. In 
about a minute there were only three of us left. Then the Japs let 
loose a mortar barrage on us and the two boys that were with me 
were hit by a sniper as they were trying to get better cover. I 
dragged the one that was wounded the worst into a hole and then 
started for the other one. I just got my hands on him and was going 
to drag him back when a second shot killed him." 

Kardos remained until dusk with the wounded man. When his 
comrade died, he made his way back to the tank trap. As he dashed 
for the trench, the Japs opened up with everything they had. "I 
got into the trap and some of the boys were still alive back there." 
he continued. "They were so glad to see me that they almost 
kissed me." 

Because of tl1e- manv wounded needing attention, the grouo made 
its way in the dark to the aid station on the beach. Then Kardos 
started back to join his company. "It was about ten at night and 
very dark," he wrote. "I took the wrong turn and ended up out in 
front of the lines where I ran into a Jap rnachinegun and spent the 
rrst of the night there fighting them bv myself. When it got light, 
they stooped firing. I don't know if the reaso:-i they stopped was 
because I had killed them or they had left. I didn't go out anv 
farther to find out. " 57 

A veteran of the Solomons, Cape Gloucester, and New Brita;n, 
Staff Serge:rnt V,Tarren Mowbray of Charlottesville, who hit the 
beach at nine-thirty on the very first day, thought Peleliu the toughest 
campaign he had been through, much worse than Guadalcanal. "The 
only Japs that we found that were not fanatical were the Koreans." 
he said, "and we don't call them Japs." Altogether his division took 
only about a hundred Japanese prisoners, although many Koreans 
were taken and used as laborers. He recalled that after experiencing 
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the kind treatment of the Americans, the Koreans would stomp and 
yell with delight when a Jap plane was shot down in a dogfight.58 

After a thundering naval and air bombardment, General Mac
Arthur returned to the Philippines. First Lieutenant Ralph Erskine 
Conrad of Charlottesville with Troop F of the 7th Cavalry landed 
October 20, 1944, six miles south of Tacloban on the island of 
Leyte. "I was the first guy to land in the Philippines," he wrote to his 
mother. "My boat was no. eleven which means first boat first wave, 
and since I was the platoon leader I was the first off. We killed six 
Japs right on the beach." Colonel Walter Finnegan of Charlottes
ville, commander of the 7th Cavalry, led his soldiers into Tacloban, 
where the gaily dressed Filipinos lined the street to welcome the 
soldiers. Many trudged along happily with cases of beer and saki 
on their heads. These came from the stocks abandoned by the Japa
nese and were offered to the victorious Americans. 59 

After the beachhead and port had been secured by the initial suc
cess, hard fighting ensued as the Japanese and Americans struggled, 
each seeking to expel the other from the island. For twenty-one 
exhausting days Lieutenant Conrad took part in the advance across 
rugged and inhospitable terrain to the west coast. There were fre
quent, fierce skirmishes with the Japanese. Outside Villaba, shortly 
before dark on December 29, 1944, F Troop, which Lieutenant 
Conrad now commanded, encountered determined enemy resistance. 
It was important that the town be taken that evening. Lieutenant 
Conrad made a personal reconnaissance and then issued orders for 
the assault on Villaba. Shortly afterwards he was instantly killed. 
but the town was successfully occupied. The Silver Star was awarded 
him posthumously and presented to his mother, Mrs. Janet E. 
Conrad. 60 

During the fighting for the Philippines a soldier heard a voice near 
his foxhole. "Are you Mr. George Gentry's son, and is your name 
Cushman?'' 

"Yes, I'm Cushman Gentry." 
"Man, am I glad to see you." 
Thousands of miles from home Ollie T. Woodfolk had found a 

friend from Albemarle. Writing home about the meeting Gentry 
commented that the Negro soldier had had a close call that day 
from J ap planes. 6t 

On December 14, 1944. Ensign James Witt Robinson of Char
lottesville, a member of Fighting Squadron Twenty, attached to the 
USS Lexington, flew his first mission over enemy territory to photo
graph Japanese air fields in the Clark Field area of Central Luzon 
in the Philippines. Several fighters from the carrier went along to 
protect him from enemy nlanes while he took his pictures. Of the 
mission Commander F. E. Baku tis, his commanding officer, wrote , 
"Without regard for his personal safety, Jim was making his runs 
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through heavy antiaircraft fire. Suddenly, several bursts were seen 
close by his plane and that of [Ensign George William] McJimsey, 
and both of them began falling. One of the pilots, believed to have 
been McJimsey, was seen to parachute and appeared to be uncon
scious in his chute. Both planes crashed among the enemy installa
tions." First listed as missing, Ensign Robinson on January 16, 
1945, was reported killed in action. Two days later he was re
ported safr. Actually, McJimsey was killed, and it was Robinson 
who had been seen to parachute. 

Like the hero in a movie serial, Robinson had been spared by a 
combination of fortuitous circumstances. A direct hit on the left 
wing of his plane near the cockpit threw the plane into a spin. 
There was a blinding explosion and Robinson lost consciousness. 

" The last thing I remember is going into a spin-all I had on 
my mind was to get out, but I don ' t remember bailing out nor open
ing the 'chute," be recalled. " I was too weak to bail out. The 
only thing that I can figure is that the explosion blew the canopy 
off the plane and I tumbled out. Somehow the 'chute yanked open." 

When he came to, Robinson was lying in a rice paddy surrounded 
by Filipinos. His ribs were dislocated and bis wrist and arm in
jured. Using his first aid packet, he treated his wounds. A Filipino 
doctor later dressed his arm and put a splint on his wrist. That 
night he was turned over to one of the traveling guerrilla bands, 
which, because Robinson was too weak to walk, provided a two
wheel cart drawn by a carabao in which he rode for the next week. 

"We were on the move every night, " he recalled. "We'd travel 
from one barrio, as the natives called the villages, to another, and 
were fed and hidden by the civilians during the day. We stayed 
outside the towns, since there were usually several thousand Japanese 
in the large centers." 

With Filipino guides Robinson and several other American airmen 
made their way to the foothills above Clark Field where the guerrilla 
forces had a stronghold. 

"In order to get there, we had to cross the J ap lines," he said. 
"It took us five days to go 15 miles through the J ap lines and across 
a main highway. We traveled by daylight, which was dangerous, 
because if the Japanese saw a band of unidentified men moving 
around, they would conclude that they were guerrillas , and either 
strafe or ambush them." 

Robinson remained in the foothills camp until a week after the 
Americans landed on Lingayen Gulf, then he started north covering 
the forty miles to Camiling in a day and a half. Here he rejoined 
the American forc'es on the day that city was occupied , returning, 
as it were, from the dead a month after he had been shot down. 62 

The Sixth Army had landed on the beaches of Lingayen Gulf 
on January 9, 1945, and put 68 ,000 troops ashore to secure a 
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fifteen-mile beachhead the first day. The next day First Lieutenant 
George Cleveland Doner of Charlottesville with the 20th Infantry 
of the 6th Division wrote: 

"We were the assault troops and the first to land. I came in in 
the fifth wave about 12 minutes after the initial waves. To our 
surprise there was no resistance whatsoever. The Navy and Air 
Corps had previously given the beach a good working over but there 
were no Japs. We will, naturally, run into them soon but landing 
and getting organized has been a great asset. This is the second 
day and we've moved about five miles and have seen no Japs. The 
natives were overjoyed in our coming and have been most helpful 
in every way. They are extremely friendly and grateful of every
thing done for them and their homeland. One asked if Roosevelt 
was still president. They are far more intelligent than I had ex
pected. It is a great relief after the New Guinea type of inhabitants. 
You'll n'ever know how grand it was to hit land and proceed inland 
to a coconut grove. I saw the grass and just lay down and rolled 
in it. The highways, houses, and railroads were the first we 'd 
seen in over a year. 

"Our trip up here was exciting and one day a Jap dived his plane 
into our transport. There were a few deaths and injuries but not 
as bad as it could have been." 

Lieutenant Doner fought throughout the Luzon campaign. Six 
months later, on July 8, he wrote, "We have been sitting still for 
the past two weeks taking a little rest. Patrols are sent out every 
day but other than that, things have been very quiet. Quite a few 
prisoners have been taken in lately and one in particular ... was 
of special interest. He was an officer with 17 years of education, 
which is a lot as compared with most of the others. He spoke 
perfect English and gave an opinion of the average thoughts . . . 
in the minds of the Japanese. He expressed his desire that some 
day he may be able to go to England to further his education. As 
he expressed it , he is strictly anglophilic. I had to look that one up. 
He is married with four children whom he loves very dearly but 
he had no desire to return to Japan because he knows that under 
the present government, he will be ostracised. He also said that 
the average Japanese knew that they were fighting a losing battle 
but they had no leader who had the power and fortitude to lead 
the people." 

On August 12, 1945, only a day before the announcement of 
Japanese intention to surrender, Lieutenant Doner wrote again. 
"I am writing this somewhat near the front lines. I was sent up 
to the forward ammunition dump to consolidate and manage same . 
. . . This is really rough country and roads are impassable because 
of the rain and high mountains. Naturally we are 'sweating out' 
the answer from Japan and at a point like this a bit of emphasis 
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can be put on the 'sweating out ' . It seems strange heing here and 
listening to only an occasional gun shot. Yes, all firing ( except air 
strikes and artillery) has ceased except when only necessary. The 
attitude of the more forward elements is, naturally, on'e of joking 
and plans for the future .... Hope they 'll let us out by the first-in
first-out system. That seems to be the concensus of opinion, and 
one of the biggest questions is whether or not the Japs up here will 
give up even after the armistice. Then, 'midst all the joking, 
laughter, and impatient waiting, is some tragedy . Two boys were 
killed last night. " 63 

The code name " Hot Rock" for the invasion of Iwo Jima was 
well chosen, for the volcanic island emits steam and sulphur fumes. 
Though it was heavily bombarded in preparation for the attack, its 
fortifications were still intact when the Marines landed on February 
19, 1945. In the ensuing hours and days the defending Japs took 
a heavy toll of the attacking Americans. During a heavy enemy 
mortar barrage which had seriously reduced his platoon, Second 
Lieutenant Nathaniel F. Mann of Charlottesville inspired the re
maining members to hold their positions by walking through the 
deadly hail calmly giving personal encouragement to each man. 
" After the barrage had lifted but while exposed to intense and 
accurate rifle fire, he led a platoon of reinforcements into position. 
Although the enemy continued to inflict severe casualties in his 
platoon, Lieutenant Mann voluntarily worked his way across a draw 
under observation to gain contact with the unit on his left, and 
that night ,vas dirlectly responsible for closing a dangerous gap in 
the front line by leading two more platoons into position across 
the draw. " For his courageous conduct Lieutenant Mann was 
awarded the Silver Star. 64 

Private First Class Harold E. Roberts of Charlottesville was one 
of the replacements moved up to the front lines on I wo Jima to 
reli'eve a unit which had been " pretty badly cut up." A bullet 
grazed his left cheek, inflicting a minor wound, but he refused to 
go back to an aid station and stayed in his foxhole awaiting orders 
to advance. 

" We'd been pinned down all morning, and when we finally got 
ready to move 01,1t , I threw my leg up over the hole, only to fall 
back with a bullet wound in it, " he recalled. For eight long hours 
Roberts waited while things were so " hot" in his area that the 
medical corpsmen could not get forward to the wounded, but later 
he dismissed the experience. " That sort of thing doesn't hurt, you 
know, there's just a hole in your leg, but no feeling." 65 

Pharmacist 's Mate Second Class Eugene Hoover wrote his parents 
describing the battle of Iwo Jima. 

"That was sure one of the hottest places I have even seen and 
for 27 days we were kept awfully busy most all the time. For a 
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while, I was in the front line as first-aid man with the boys. You 
can't realize what it 's like here night and day or what awful 
ground we had to go over .... Japs lived like ground hogs and 
had to be smoked, burned and blown out. 

"I have some souvenirs. Two sabers-two big Jap swords, one 
was burned some and had no handle so I sold it for $30, but the 
c-ther one is very beautiful and I still have it-a small automatic 
pistol, a bayonet and a pocket knife .... 

" We were given new clothes and good chow after leaving I wo 
Jima and the boys feel lots better after washing and shaving. This 
we really needed. " 66 . 

In March, 1945, the USS Trigger was lost while on war patrol 
in the Ryukyu Islands. The executive officer of the submarine, 
Lieutenant Commander John Eldon Shepherd, III, of Charlottesville, 
bad been with the Trigger ever since January 31, 1942, when it 
was commissioned. He had finished his regular number of patrols 
the previous December, but he volunteered for two extra patrols. 
On the second of these the submarine was lost. The Trigger had 
made one of the most outstanding records of the war. For out
standing performance in combat during her fifth, sixth, and seventh 
war patrcls she received the Presidential Unit Citation . During 
this time Shepherd personally earned the Navy Cross and the Silver 
Star. 67 

The offensive on the Ryukyus began March 26, 1945, when 
Lieutenant General Simon B. Buckner's Tenth Army landed on 
Kerama Retto. On April 1 landings were made on Okinawa, the 
main island. The Sixth Marine Division under the command of 
Major General Lemuel C. Shepherd, Jr., of Charlottesville landed 
with other troops on the west coast and turned left to clear the 
northern part of the island. Later afrer that job was done they 
returned south to assault the chief city of Naha. By May 17 patrols 
of Major General Shepherd's division had crossed the muddy Asato 
estuary and entered the rubble-strewn capital of Okinawa. It was 
the largest city ever captured by the Marirre Corps. After a hard 
campaign of eighty-two days the island was completely in American 
hands. 68 

Air attacks on American vessels were frequent dwing the Ryukyus 
campaign. The destroyer USS Newcomb was attacked near the 
island of le Shima on April 6, 1945, by four Kamikaze planes. 
Fireman First Class Franklin B. Giles of Charlottesville was wounded 
when the third suicide plane tore into his ship. " The four planes 
all struck our ship within a few minutes of each other," said Giles, 
who was on duty below a five-inch gun. "The Japs had been 
flying around all day, but our planes had been successful in fighting 
them off. The first two planes hit with terrific explosions. The 
metal decking rolled up like a carpet. Looking up from my posi-

worldwartwoveterans.org 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



ISLAND-HOPPING ACROSS THE PACIFIC 279 

tion, I saw flames. I yelled at the gunner, telling him his gun 
was afire. He yelled back and said so was the rest of the ship! 
Then the third plane hit. Our room was torn by concussion and 
the air was filled with flying shrapnel and pieces of metal." Severe! y 
crippled, the Newcomb with her wounded was towed to a repair 
base. 69 

Ensign Horace Walker Heath of Charlottesville was an ace pilot 
with Fighting Squadron 10, the "Grim Reaper Squadron," at
tached to the USS Intrepid during the Okinawa offensive. "Tuck," 
as he was called by his friends, was with the "Ripper Five" division. 
During four months' duty in the Pacific Heath accounted in part 
for the destruction of fourteen planes on the ground and damaged 
ten others. He made many flights in support of the advance on 
Okinawa. On one occasion he shot down two enemy fighters and 
then a few days later shot down three more. Several months later, 
July 8, 1945, he was taking part in practice maneuvers off Pearl 
Harbor. As he dived making a dummy pass at the carrier, the 
tail and wing tops came off his plane and it started spinning with 
its body parallel to the water. As the plane hit the water, it dis
integrated leaving no wreckage. A bronze tablet in memory of 
Ensign Heath was unveiled on January 19, 1947, in the chapel of 
St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Charlottesville.'0 

Off Swatow, China, on March 13, 1945, First Lieutenant Vincent 
dePaul Jamme, Jr., of Earlysville flew as a pilot in a formation 
of four B-25 aircraft on a minimum altitude bombing and strafing 
mission against enemy shipping along the China coast. When a 
destroyer and a freighter were sighted, he led his wingman in an 
attack on the destroyer. Though the left engine of his plane was 
set on fire and a propeller blade was shot off during the approach, 
he continued the run, strafing and bombing the vessel. Lifted out 
of the water by four or more bomb hits, it sank in seventy-five 
seconds. Forced to land on the water near the target, Lieutenant 
Jamme and his crew were lost. The Silver Star was awarded him 
posthumously. 71 

Airplanes were meanwhile carrying the war to the Japanese 
homeland. Ensign James C. Funsten of Charlottesville, flying a 
Navy Hellcat fighter from a carrier, escorted bombers on a smash
ing raid on Japan. He strafed hangars and destroyed a two-engine 
bomber on an enemy airdrome. An Oscar fighter came up to in
tercept, and Funsten got first crack at him. 

"I swung out wide in a downward turn and gave the Jap fighter 
a long burst of . 5 0 caliber fire," he said. "The Oscar rolle_d over 
on its back and went straight down , smoking. I didn't wait around 
to see him crash. " 72 

From bases in the Marianas Islands B-29's made regular raids 
on Japan. Brigadier General Lauris Norstad of Charlottesville was 
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chief of staff of the 20th Air Force, which had its headquarters on 
Guam and directed these operations. 73 

With the 314th Bombardment Wing, First Lieutenant (later 
Captain) Charles W. Lucas of Charlottesville piloted a Superfortress, 
which his crew voted to name "City of ·charlottesville" in honor 
of his home town. The name was painted on a flag drawn with 
its staff planted at Charlottesville 's location on a map of North 
America painted on the nose of the plane. During the air assault 
on Japan the bomber made a record of forty-one missions. Each 
flight was around three thousand miles and took approximately 
fifteen hours. During most of these flights Lucas was at the con
trols. His performance of this duty earned him the Distinguished 
F 1 ying Cross, 74 

Charlottesville also had a warship to bear her name. While 
the band played " Carry Me Back To Old Virginny," the USS 
Charlottesville, a Coast Guard frigate, slid down the ways of the 
Walter Butler Shipbuilding Company at Superior, Wisconsin, on 
July 30, 1943. It was a good ship, three hundred six feet long 
and thirty-seven feet, six inches, in the beam, which Mrs. J. Emmett 
Gleason, the wife of Charlottesville's mayor, christened with the 
usual bottle of champagne. Miss Anne Nash, the maid of honor, 
Alvin T. Dulaney, and Mayor Gleason watched as the ship took 
to the water. Then was presented Charlottesville's gift to the 
vessel-two handsome photographs, one of Monticello and one of 
the Rotunda. Later the PF-25, as she was designated in Navy 
records, was taken down the Mississippi River to New Orleans, 
where she was commissioned in April, 1944. One of ninety
six such wssels built to battle U-boats and protect American con
voys, the Charlottesville had a crew of one hundred ninety-six 
enlisted men and twelve commissioned officers under Lieutenant 
Commander Vl. F. Cass, her captain. After the commissioning 
ceremony Dr. H. D. Ecker of the Marine Hospit~l at New Orleans ." 
a graduate of the University of Virginia Medical School whose 
wife was formerly an Albemarle County girl, wrote Mayor Gleason: 

"She was tied up at a slip not far from the hospital, with all 
her signal flags flying from the yardarms in a colorful display to 
supply as festive an air as could be expected to surround a fighting 
ship. The railings on the dock leading to the gangway were strung 
with red, white and blue bunting; the watch we11e uniformed in 
white, standing smart! y at attention ; and the deck was crowded 
with highranking officers of the Coast Guard .... For the most 
part, she appears as all the other vessels of the 'frigate' class
amply supplied with fire-power and speed, and neat, compact in
tegration of the complicated machinery of a modern fighting ship. 
I. naturally, was especially interested in the sick bay, which is 
small but adequately designed and equipped for almost any emer-
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Mrs. J. Emmett Gleason makes a hit as she christens the 
USS CHARLOTTESVILLE. 
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With all her signal flags flying, the USS CHARLOTTESVILLE takes 
her first dip. 
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gency. The officers' quarters are small but appear comfortaqle. 
Iviy main interest, however, centered in the officers' wardroom where 
are hung two large, lovely pictures which occupy most of the for
ward bulkhead-- one of the Rotunda, and one of Monticello. They 
also have hung in the wardroom a portrait of Jefferson. Lieutenant 
Commander Cass and several of the other officers told me that both 
officers and crew were most appreciative of the library sent the ship 
from Charlottesville. Unfortunately, the bookcase could not be 
accommodated, so a brass plate is being secured to the steel book
c;ise indicating that the library is a gift from the city of which 
the ship is namesake. " 75 

When the ship put into Norfolk in July so many of her crew 
wanted liberty to visit Charlottesville that Commander Cass had 
the applicants cut cards. Those who drew the five highest cards 
made the trip. As guests of the city on the first anniversary of the 
launching, tbe five sailors were shown the town. The Monticello 
Hotel made good on its standing offer of berths to visiting crew 
members. Mayor and Mrs. Gleason entertained the boys at luncheon, 
together with five charming hostesses. Afterward the group visited 
Monticello. That evening, before catching the train back to Nor
folk, the visitors had dinner at the Albemarle Hotel. 

Just before Christmas Mrs. Gleason got a letter from one of the 
sailors who visited Charlottesville. He told how the Charlottes
ville had taken part in recent invasion operations in the Pacific. 
Although bombed for several days by enemy planes, she came 
through safely, to display proudly a reproduction of a Japanese 
flag and one plane as evidence that her gunners had blasted an 
enemy out of the sky. 

At the same time Ensign James R. Lewis of Charlottesville, serv
ing aboard the USS O' Bannon, a destroyer, also wrote Mrs. Gleason 
about the Charlottesville, "Not so long ago, I saw her-very neat and 
very trim, indeed." He described an unusual incident in which his 
proud destroyer was forced to take orders from the frigate which 
bore Charlottesville's name. Of this paradox he wrote, "To me it 
was nothing more or less than my home town again exerting itself 
as being just a little better than the next one. Yes, she seems to be 
doing all right for herself." 76 

The Pacific war reached a climax when atomic bombs were dropped 
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki by Superforts during the first two weeks 
of August, 1945. At seven o'clock on the evening of August 14 
radio listeners throughout Charlottesville and Albemarle County 
heard the joyous news that Japan bad capitulated. The formal sign
ing of the surrender took place in Tokyo Bay on September 2, 1945, 
according t9 the calendar there: but in the time zones of the United 
States the date was September 1, six years to the very day after the 
war had begun with the German invasion of Poland. 
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XVI 

Introduction 

Here are printed four rosters of men and women from Charlottes
ville and Albemarle County who served in the armed forces of the 
United States during the Second World War. In accordance with 
the practice used in numerous service flags throughout the community, 
for both the city and the county there are Gold Star Honor Rolls of 
those who died and Blue Star Honor Rolls of those who survive. Al
together, these four rosters include substantially more than five 
thousand persons who doffed " civvies" and donned military or naval 
uniforms. Their number is equivalent to about twelve per cent ::if 
the total population of the city and county at the time of the last 
official census in 1940-a fact which indicates that this community 
furnished at least its proportional share of men and women to the 
armed forc~s. 

These rosters are admittedly incomplete, but they are as compre
hensive as it h:>< b eP n practic::i.l to m;ike them. The information in 
thr two Gold Star Honor Rolls has been secured chiefly from records 
nthered bv the Vir\!inia World War II History Commission. which 
has its headquarters in the Universitv of VirQinia Librarv. The in
formation contained in the two Blue Star Honor Rolls has been 
compiled principally from an official. public record maintained in the 
offices of the clerks of the city and county courts. This source of infor
mation is known as the "Induction and Discharn:e Record , World 
W;ir TI." Under a statute adopted by the General Assembly in 1944 
the clerks were required to put on record in appropriate volumes infor
mation which they were to secure from the local Selective Service 
boards about all residents of the community who entered the armed 
forces hv voluntary enlistment or by induction under the Selective 
Service law. The clerks are also reauired to record in these volumes 
without charn:e a covy of the separation or di~chanre certificate issued to 
anv serviceman or servicewoman who voluntarilv presPnts this certifi
ratP to the clPrk for recordation The facts concerning: the enlistment or 
induction of approximately 5 ,450 servicemen and servicewomen from 
this community ;,re recorded in ten volumes which are to be found in 
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288 PURSUITS OF WAR 

the offices of the clerks for the city and county, but only about half of 
the veterans have as yet had their discharges recorded by the clerks. 
Since much of the information about each person which was desired 
for publication herein could conveniently be found only in discharge 
certificates or in the clerks' copies of them, and since it has been 
found entirely impracticable to attempt to communicate individually 
with each serviceman or servicewoman whose discharge certificate 
has not yet been copied into the record at the court house. the data 
about each person in the following lists are in many instances incom
plete. However. all facts recorded by the clerks prior to 194 7 have 
been reviewed in the compilation of these rosters. 

There were also available carbon copies of discharge certificates for 
certain local veterans. These were loaned for use in this connection 
by the Virginia World War II History Commission from its state
wide collection of such separation papers. 

Frequently the compilers have noted inconsistencies in the division 
of the community's uniformed personnel between the city and the 
county. A careful check was required to eliminate hundreds of du
plicate entries, for in many instances men who were inducted through 
the Selective Service Board of the city have had their discharges copied 
into the county records or vice versa. Brothers who left the same 
household to serve their country may be listed partly under the county 
and partly under the city. If a name does not appear in the roster in 
which the reader expects to find it , the corresponding Honor Roll for 
the other unit of local government should also be examined. 

It should be noted that the official "Induction and Discharge 
Record, World War II " excludes practically all persons who were 
not registrants under the Selective Service law. Many local people 
served in the armed forces without having been involved in Selective 
Service procedures. Typical examples of such persons were members 
of the "Regular Army" and "Regular Navy," the National Guard, 
organized reserves , and servicewomen. Efforts have been made to 
supplement the local court house records by adding names of this 
category: these other names were discovered in the newspapers, 
were sought out by personal solicitation, and were located in various 
other ways. 

In the following four Honor Rolls names have been printed in the 
fullest form in which they have been found available. followed by 
the latest titles of rank, grade, or rating asce rtainable and an abbre
viation indicating the branch of the armed forces in which each person 
served. These data are then followed by the date of entrance into 
the armed forces or upon active duty and by the date of separation 
from the armed forces by discharge or death or the date of retire
ment to inactive status in a reserve unit. In the case of the Gold 
Star Honor Rolls a brief phrase then follows to explain the place 
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and nature of the cause of death. In each of the Honor Rolls a bbre
viations then indicate the military and naval decorations and medals 
received by each person. Finally, in the instances of the Gold Star 
Honor Rolls, the entry for each person is concluded with mention 
of the relationship, name, and (for the county) the postoffice of the 
nearest survivor. If any entry lacks any of these data the failure to 
include all the desired information is proof that some of it was regret
tably unavailable. 

A Table of Abbreviations precedes the four Honor Rolls and ex
plains the symbols used herein to identify the four branches of the 
armed forces and various decorations and medals. Official or common 
abbreviations have been used for all titles of military and naval rank. 
and it has not been felt necessary to include a long list of these abbre
viations in the Table. An ordinary dictionary or common works of 
reference in any library should explain any questions which may 
arise from this omission. 

All veterans who have not yet presented their discharge certificates 
to the city or county clerk, so that these certificates may be copied into 
the official "Induction and Discharge Record, World War II," should 
do so promptly. Such action, which costs nothing, may be of future 
benefit to the veteran himself in event of the loss of the original copy 
of the discharge certificate and, in addition, will result in making 
available to the public a more nearly complete record than that which 
is presented in the following pages. 
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